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Abstract
The extant holotype of Thecla rhodope G & S

(an ora, Mexico) is antonymous to characters attributed

to the taxon by Clench M. s. clenchi is described from

Clanak/a A fead
Clench's Arizona study series; the status of T. rhodope is

left unresolved.

Introduction
Ina posthumous publication (Clench 1981) Thecla

aalen dn Adea “
IHUMUPC UUulllﬂll 0‘ Sﬂ}vlll \1881 }\lyk}t: lULa.uly {TL} PVT

Sonora, Mexico”) was redescribed and the specxﬁc name
used in combination with Mifoura siva W. H. Edwards.
“M. siva rhndnnp was used to refer to certain nnnnlahnnq

of M. siva from northern Mexico and the extreme south-

sarnabasen TTaaltnd Clatan warhi A 3
western United States which Clench considered sub-

specifically distinct from M. siva siva (TL Fort Wingate,
McKiniey County, New Mexico {Brown & Opier, 1970]
Fig. 1C). Unknown to Clench, the type of T. rhodope was
extant in the British Museum (Natural History) (BMNH

Mi> 1TDHYILDLD A rear
(Fig. 1 DLEF) and antonymous in facies to those at-

tributed to rhodope by him.

Some faunai studies or locai lists have begun using
Clench’s misdiagnosis of rhodope (Austin, 1985). Re-
cently, the Lepidopterists’ Society solicited correction of
this problem in supplementary papers to a Memoir up-
dating Miller & Brown (1981) (C. D. Ferris, pers. com.),

i Tl O Ao € b Tetn
since The Code of the International ZGGIOBALal Commis-

sion (“ICZN Code”) requires that taxa be defined ac-
cording to their primary type. Subsequently, however,
this supplementary section was discontinued (C. D. Fer-
ris, pers. com.). Since corrections according to the ICZN
Code should precede the revised Miller & Brown list,
the matter is treated here.

Reviewers of my initial text suggested it premature
to discuss the problem of species statuses of T. rhodope
and M. siva. Specimens similar to the type of T. rhodope
are few, and from a small area of Sonora. Full study of
variation in M. siva is hampered by a paucity of samples
from regions intervening its southern range and T.
rhodope's type locality (J. Llorente Bousquets, Museo de
Zoologia, Mexico City, and two anonymous reviewers,
pers. comm.). I follow this suggestion and limit the treat-
ment below to (a) correction of Clench’s misdiagnosis
and (b) description of a replacement name.

Thecla rhodope Godman & Salvin (1887)
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Figures 1D, 2E F
Flg 1Eand F respectlvely illustrate the ﬁgures of T.
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Draudt (1919, plate 154 line g). The type (Flg 1D) is

labelled: [handwritten] “Type”, “Thecla rhodope”; [type-
set] “B.M. TYPE No. Rh 1079”, “B.M. TYPE No. Rh 10307,
“N. Sonora, Mexico. Morrison”, “Godman- Salvin
Cn“ 1911 0’1 /'B P A T op P\lﬂnn Thorla phnr“nﬂo PXrQ”
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Figure 1.

Type and other specimens of Mitoura siva and Thecla rhodope. A. Holotype male, M. siva clenchi, upper surface;

B. same, under surface (CMNH). C. Neotype, M. siva (Brown & Opler, 1970), under surface. D. under surface hindwing pat-
terns characterizing T. rhodope-- 1. the type (reproduced from BMNH color slide); 2-4. two males and a female, respectively,
referenced in text. E. T. rhodope as figured by Godman & Salvin (1887), left, under surface, right, upper surface. F. same, as

figured by Draudt (1919).

“Type, Sp. figured” [latter label is identical with others at
BMNH indicating illustration by Draudt, 1919]. Clench
was evidently unaware that the type was figured in both
the Godman & Salvin and Draudt publications.

Upper surface: dark fuscous except for orange-colored
scallop-like patches along the hindwing submargin.

Under surface: hindwing with median line entire and
almost smoothly rounded, with little evidence of a
“W”-shaped configuration along the median line in
cells CuAl and CuA2. Genitalia: Fig. 2E. Valvae, in
ventral view, robust, with bilobed area widely
shouldered, caudal extension greatly produced
cephalad, tapering abruptly terminad; saccus fun-
nel-shaped. As noted in Remarks below, these
characters differ greatly from specimens in Clench’s
“rhodope” study series at the Carnegie Museum of
Natural History (CMNH). These are used as type
series for the replacement name described below.

Kurt Johnson: Mitoura siva rhodope
Pages 76-80

Mitoura siva clenchi,
new subspecies
Figures 1A,B, 2A,B
Mitoura siva rhodope: Clench, 1981, p. 14 [misiden-
tification, preoccupied].

Diagnosis. From Clench, 1981, except as bracketed by
the present author: “Subspecies [clenchi]: unhw Thecla
spot with black core large and jet black, often capped
(basad of fulvous lunule) by a thick, heavy st bar and in
M3-Cul [Clench'’s usage predated current use of CuAl,
a counterpart st bar nearly or quite as large; pm line
forming a distinct “W’, the anterior point about as well
developed as posterior and both of them touching the
st line; unfw usually with a fulvous band along termen,
replacing the green; unw terminal area braodly fulvous
or dark from apex to M2. Subspecies siva: unhw Thecla
spot with black core small, sometime absent, capped
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Figure 2.

Male and female genitalia of M siva clenchi (holotype male, A, allotype female, B), M siva siva (topotypical male

(ventral view, gemtaha w1th aedeagus removed, left lateral view, valvae, unmedlate nght, ventral vxew, terminus of aedeagus,

halavy hateiranes e B2 2L SR Py S, | a1 1. PGNP N slendnsn ~ele
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immediate left).

with small st black bar or none; pm line rarely forming
a distinct ‘W’ because the anterior point is much smaller

than the posterior and may be absent, and these points
are ncna“y well retracted from the st line; unfw with no

fulvous band along termen, the green extendmg distad
to termen; unhw terminal area from apex to M2 may be
green or narrowly fulvous or dark.”

Description Male. Upper surface: ground color dark

fuscous along margins, submargins and costa, much
lighter shiny brown basad. Androconial scent patch
distad in discal area. Tail at vein CuA2 terminus, oc-

casional extension or hift at vein CuiAl torminug

LQOIVIIRL TAWCIWIVIL Ul tUit Al VOl Sowidaid wWCIiiiiius.

Under surface: ground color of forewing brown dis-

~Ad ko Sroon o srallacts PRSI ~

Lau, ﬂuaucd pleci lU yCllUWlbll gl't:t!ll Uabd

Hmdwmg green to yellovmsh-green basad a con-
tinuous mesial [“postmedial” Clench] tripartite line,
black centrad, red-brown basad, white distad, ex-
tremely ”W”-shaped between vein CuAl and the

anal marain Timhal aroa varinichs c"“:ucarl hliiich
alla: u.lunsul Limpai areéa varicus:y suirusea oiuisn

or gray with emphatic orangish Thecla spot at sub-

margin of cell CuAl and often submarginal black
dots in cells CuA2 to M3. Length of forewing: 14.0
mm. (holotype).

Female. Similar to males but lackin
patch on forewing. Length of forewing: 14.0 mm.
(allotype). Genitalia. Male, Fig. 2A, Female, Fig. 2B.

As typical of the species, with valvae bilobed area

ilas O5 LN TLiTS, Wil aivac DOVCC 4

parabohc in ventral view and caudal extension

B D B Py~ P P mamale i Mis 20T and
llllLl\ly ldl)ClCu, Saccus }JdlaUUuL \I'th. 4« aliu

Johnson, 1976, 1978).

Types. From the series listed by Clench, 1981, p. 15.
Holotype, male, (Fig. 1A,B) “Pinery Canyon”, 6500 ft.
Chiricahua Mts., Cochise Col, Arizona, vi.23.1919, Wit-
mer Stone, Exch. AN.S.P., CM. Acc. 20359” deposited
CMNH. Paratypes: chosen from the same series, and
from three localities within 10 km. of that of the primary
type along the Pinery Canyon access road. Same data as
holotype 23 June 1919 (two males, one female); Onion
Saddle, leg. H. A. Freeman, 11 July 1960 (two males, five
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females), 12 July 1960) (one male); Paradise, leg. H. A.
Freeman, 11 July 1960 (one male, one female), leg. Pol-
ling, no other data (one male, one female).

Distribution. Characterized by Clench (1981, p. 15) as

Alia Al s Amans Af thha Cawmits D3 Chiwiaal.
lllLluullls areéas Or lllc oauta l\lla, wniricanua aud

Guadalupe mountains of Arizona. Probably including
the entire distribution of M. siva within the so-called
“Chihuahuan subelement” characterized by Martin and
Mehringer (1965) as a series of disjunct mountain ranges
(a) distinct southward from the Mogollon Rim forma-

tion of Arizona and New Mexico state, United States,

nd qhinak rthysard frn tha Cin NMadra Oe
‘lllu \U’ ulDllll\.l llUllllVValu llUlll I.IIL chll(«l AviAuic LT

cidentale of extreme eastern Sonora and central Chi-
huahua states, Mexico. Physiographic and ecological
elements of this region have been further listed and
characterized by Mayer (1979) and VanDevender and
Spaulding (1979).

Remarks. Variation. Clench’s extant study series at

CMNH includes 12 males and 15 females from the locali-
tieg listed by him (1981 p. 1‘;\ Of these 27 qppmmpnc 19

BACS ASICE D) NRNATOL, L LCSC &/ CLUCILs, 27

dlsplay a radlcally “W”- shaped postmedian line; the re-
maining 8 specimens have a somewhat more weakly
“W”-shaped conﬁguratlon None has a postmedlan line

like the type of T. rhodope (see Discussion below). Ail
have genitalic typical of M. siva.

Etymology. Patronym, referring to Clench’s original
treatment of the type series.

Discussion

A number of issues have been raised in the review
of this treatment. The following are most pertinent to
brief discussion.

Circumstances concerning type of T. rhodope.

Clench visited the BMNH during his World War I serv-
ice ((‘Ipnnh 1044, 1046 R.I. Vane Wnohf , pers. comm \

The type of T. rhodope was not the only extant BMNH
type which he construed as missing (see treatment of T.
longula Hewitson, Clench, 1946). This resulted from
World War II storage of types, some of which are still

not fullv reincorporated (Inhncnn 1988). Clench’s state-

BV IuLy atalUL Uit 115011, 1700, LaCILi S Siall

ment that the radical “W”- shape is visible in Godman

P EEL N PP L | wa ig inevnlica PR RN By

a Ddl\illl > Ullsllldl 115u1c D lllC/\’PU\.dUlC auu PlUU(«lUl_y
resulted from the posthumous publication of his work.
Clench may have assumed that the Godman & Salvin
figure was crudely rendered.

Speclmens similar to type of T. rhodope. The

AMNH containstwo malec and one female labolled Hor-

VAN I CULILALIIO LYV U 111AITO dI il ULIT 1T111QIT 1IaUTucu 1 i3

osillo, Sonora, Mex1co, 13 August 1952, Gertsch and
SLllrdmITlEl, which resemble the ly‘pé of T. rnuuopf This
is arid lowland at 200-500 m. elevation. Facies of these

specimens contrast others fitting the description of M.

~

Kurt Johnson: Mitoura siva rhodope
Pages 76-80

s. clenchi from Metachic, Chihuahua, 8 July 1947, Gertsch
and Cazier (in Siera Madre Occidentale at 2000-3000 m.),
and Alamos, Sonora, 10 August 1952, Gerstch and
Schrammel (foothill locality at 1000-2000 m. elevation).
Colleagues recently wsmng these localities state that sui-
table foodplants (Juniperus) for occurrence of Mitoura are
not evident today except at Metachic (anonymous re-
viewer, pers. comm.). The reputed Hermosillo speci-
mens are of interest regarding the distinctness of T.
rhodope because this locality characterizes a region with
present ecology and paleoecology distinct from those
typlfled by C. m. clenchi v anDevender & Spaulding
1979; Brown & Lowe 1980).

Characters of T. rhodope and Nearctic Mitoura.
The type of T. rhodope and facies of females resembling
it differ markedly in the genitalia from species of Nearc-
tic Mitoura, except for the some populations of M. nel-
soni Boisduval or the radical morph seen in the Juniperus
occidentalis feeder named M. barryi by me (Johnson,
1976). Application of ICZN obligatory categories to Mi-
toura has been controversial (Shields, 1985). Tradition-
ally, however, taxonomic work on Nearctic Mitoura has
not included evaluation of types (Brown, 1982 (1983)) or

consideration of the Mexican members of the genus
(Contt 1004 Tahnoon 1085 1084 Thic annarently ro-

WCOL, 1760, jONniSOIl 1765 (1707)). 1ilS dppaiciiuy ic-
sults because North American butterflies are often con-
sidered “well-known” (Ehrlich & Murphy, 1981 (1982))
and the common usage thoroughly entrenched. There
are a number of Mitoura taxa with limited and insular

distributions in montane northern Mexico: dosnassosi

QISUIVUUUIS It 1101tG:iC 1101 LIt avaCARIlU. GUSpaooUos

Clench, searsi Clench, estela Clench, millerorum Clench,
and turkingtoni Johnson. All of these have major
characters distinquishing them from United States con-
genors but, to date, have received no integration into
Nearctic Mitoura taxonomies. Along with the paucity of
specimens representing the gryneus group of Mitoura
\Sé’ﬂsu S\.uu, 198\)} in northern Mexico (J u- Llorente-Bous-
quets, pers. comm.), this suggests caution regarding pre-
mature synonymization of T. rhodope with M. siva. At
present it is certain that Clench’s (1981) redescription of

1'""" LIS CCIialll thiat L it o1, eaestiipgliv

T. rhodope does not resemble the type specimen, and

1has rarmants anmankian accnrding fo the IC7ZN Cade
lllua WallalllD Luvilicuiuuvlt a\.\.\)luulé LU LU AN U N LuUaL.

The future status of T. rhodope remains to be determined.
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