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OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE OF  
YERWA IN THE 1920s 

Wilhelm Seidensticker 

Introduction 

Yerwa is the last of the Borno capitals. Although established in the first 
decade of colonial administration, it cannot be compared with the many 
other towns like Fort Lamy, Jos, Kaduna, Niamey et al. which all 
developed about the same time. 

Colonial interference with the development of Yerwa appears 
restricted, mainly, to insistence upon wider roads than a Borno town 
otherwise would have featured and resettlement schemes, e.g. Mafoni, 
Ari Askeri. The following is based on the premise that as the town - 
despite time and political circumstances of its emergence - is a distinctive 
Borno town, also occupational diversification and structure are 
distinctively related to urban Borno culture. 

Uje District and Kalwa 

Although the development of Yerwa can mainly be attributed to the fact 
of it being the seat of traditional government, the needs and concepts of 
which formed the town, it appears worthwhile to briefly discuss the 
general situation of Uje District surrounding Yerwa. The district had been 
reported by Barth as "one of the finest" of Borno. It is not obvious to 
which extent the colonial administration maintained the boundaries of the 
old district of which it is sometimes said that it reached as far as Bama. 
Jajel, Chabol, Fasher, Fariaram, and Fasher Furramari were included in 
1918.1 Uje was bordered in the north by Mongonu, in the east by 
Mongonu and Konduga, in the south by Marghi and Kaga, and in the 
west by Kaga and Magumeri. It was divided into four districts: 
 
 Ngumati  - the northeastern part, 
 Muna  - east and northeast of Uje Maiduguri, 
 Dalla  - west of Uje Maiduguri, 
 Uje  - the part south and southeast of Uje Maiduguri. 
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Sanda Kura, a brother of Shehu Bukar Garbai, was ajia ("district 
headman") since 1915, three lawan in Masba, Dalori, and Chobol and 54 
bulama formed the core of the district's administration. A district map by 
Patterson of the year 1920 shows another 80 settlements. The population 
totalled in 1919 59.290 people. It appears from the source that also in the 
early 1920s in the southern part of Uje, Kanuri only made up for half of 
the population - the other half being Gamergu. Patterson stresses that 
industrial activities in the district are - compared to others - an "important 
economic factor". He mentions dyeing to occupy the first place which 
correlates with Barth's account as well as with oral traditions of Kalwa. 
"Weavers and blacksmiths are found in practically every village" 
(PATTERSON). The only other occupation specifically mentioned is leather 
work which is visible from the following table. 

Table I:  Craftsmen in Uje District in 
1919 

dyers 1104
weavers 538
tanners 53
leatherworkers 39
shoemakers 35
smiths 79
potters 83
bed makers 3
mat makers 1

Besides those craftsmen listed in above table, eight other occupations are 
recorded like well-diggers, barbers, tailors, carpenters, thread makers, 
feifei makers, hair makers, and turmi makers. Within the trading 
professions, besides the general traders, specialists dealing in cattle, cola, 
spices, cloth, salt etc. are listed. It appears from the source that altogether 
29 different occupations have been followed. We assume that other 
occupations were those of farmers, malamma and many others. 

Having had one source only for this brief survey, and that being 
colonial assessment/report literature, one has to be careful with regard to 
generalizations and simplifications on the one hand and on the other one 
may perhaps assume that surveys for the purpose of tax assessment were 
ambitious with regard to objectivity and completeness eo ipso.2 
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Yerwa 

Patterson's special report on Uje District contains an appendix "Note on 
Shehuri".3 In this note, occupations of the inhabitants are classified as 
"farmers" and "industrials". The latter comprising traders and craftsmen 
among whom dyers, blacksmiths, tailors, tanners, and shoemakers are 
mentioned as being of importance.  
Altogether a similar picture like the one of Uje District's occupational 

Table II: Occupations in Yerwa in 1924 

occupation total occupation total

boys and followers 822 mat makers 23
farmers 772 money lenders 23
mallams 537 blacksmiths 22
tailors 364 bed makers 18
native administration 291 well diggers 16
cloth and gown sellers 232 saddlers 16
labourers 230 cattle dealers 14
traders 223 horse dealers 14
petty traders 178 sheep dealers 12
shoemakers 167 basket makers 11
firewood and grass 156 herdsmen 11
butchers 131 station 11
skin dealers 115 potash sellers 10
dyers and cloth beaters 95 corn dealers 9
nil 90 carpenters 8
builders 84 potters 6
assistants (working followers) 78 money changers 6
tobacco farmers 76 calabash makers 6
beggars 230 numnah makers 6
tanners 52 date sellers 5
hostel keepers 51 medicine sellers 5
barbers 51 chicken farm 4
rope makers 48 food sellers 3
drummers and singers 43 cloth beaters 3
zana makers 39 washerman 3
tobacco sellers 39 skin bottle makers 2
silver smiths 34 cotton spindle makers 2
kola sellers 32 straw hat makers 2
weavers 32 book sellers 2
trading sites 32 pigeon farm 1
scent sellers 30 gunsmiths 1
government 29 gunpowder makers 1
salt sellers 24 ostrich feathers 1
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structure appears. Those referred to as farmers obviously did not all own 
or operate a farm. The farming activities do not seem to have been on a 
regular basis. Mention is made of the Shehu urging people to start 
farming. 
The next more detailed account on occupations is contained in 
Tegetmeier's report on Yerwa which was compiled in 1924. Here we find 
66 different occupations listed of which number two do not refer to 
occupations in the strict sense. One category is described as "boys and 
followers", mostly the clientage or retinue of the Shehu and another 
category decribed as "nil". 

The development and function of a town4 is based on the specialized 
occupations: artisan, merchant and trader, and farmer. The latter had to 
produce supplies of food not only for the artisan and merchant groups but 
also for a fourth, namely the ruling group which comprised of the ruler 
and his retinue. This might be considered a universal and historical model 
of urban occupational structure. The ruling group by virtue of its needs 
maintaining to some extent the artisan, by virtue of its legitimate power 
guaranteeing necessary exchange between the three specialist groups and 
by virtue of military strength providing security of markets and roads. 

The following classification takes into consideration the above 
discussed model on the one hand and on the other hand one main 
objective of this study namely to analyse development and specialization 
of self-employed professional activities in the town of Yerwa. 

On the basis of above, occupations in Yerwa are classified in five 
groups of which the first three 

Artisans - Farmers - Merchants 

do not need, at this moment, any further explanation. A fourth group 
comprises of 

Dependent Occupations 

those who are not self-employed but earn a salary and those, this is the 
majority in the 1920s, who are clients of the Shehu or other important 
families. This group is heterogeneous only to a certain point, given 
different topical interests it would not suffice. Its members comprise 
"officials", e.g. the traditional ruler, members of his council, the 
administrators of the town, their traditional following as well as those 
who are employed as labourers and messengers with the "Native 
Administration" and the colonial government. A fifth group is called 
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Malamma 

scholars and practitioners of Islam. Another "group" 

Unclassified Occupations 

is rather dictated by lack of consistent information than specific 
characteristics and comprises of the category "nil" of the source.5 Under 
artisans we comprehend those who produce or modify objects by manual 
means with or without mechanical aids as there are loom or potter's 
wheel etc. Of the different forms of manufacturing we exclusively 
concern ourselves with the "artisan" systems, the work of artisans and 
craftsmen at their homes or in workshops, the latter ones usually being in 
the market. Other forms like "family-use system" or the different levels 
of factory manufacture are either not identifiable or not relevant 
altogether. 
 

Table III: Classified occupations per ward in number of taxed individuals 
 
occupation Shehuri Afunori Mafoni Zongo Fezzan total 

artisans 
 

704 117 224 145 71 1261 

farmers 
 

689 62 110 84 19 964 

merchants/  
traders 

572 246 182 125 93 1218 

dependent 
occupations 

868 250 80 140 34 1372 

malamma 
 

324 75 73 45 20 537 

unclassified 
occupations 

100 165 43 40 4 352 

 
Our main source for the description of occupations in the early twenties 
does not allow any conclusion whether artisans worked exclusively in 
their workshops located in the market or worked outside the market or 
had a residential workshop and another place in the market. From earlier 
accounts we know that craftsmen have been working in the market.6 
MacLeod's brief note on Yerwa's market during February 1911 mentions 
leather workers, saddlers, smiths - each group working in one place. This 
latter fact can be observed till our days and obviously has been the same 
practice in the twenties.7 
Brick makers, jalabma (sg.), are not mentioned which omission may be 
accounted for by the fact that brick manufacturing was in the process of 
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being revived. The brass-smith, kulloma (sg.), is not listed. From oral 
traditions recorded, brass-smiths came with Shehu Bukar Garbai from 
Kukawa. As they are working with silver and brass it can be assumed that 
the source comprises under "silversmiths" the kulloma as well.8 

Furthermore no mention is made of the goldsmith, usta (sg.). The 
source might be correct in this as according to tradition, goldsmiths only 
moved to Yerwa in the early fifties. Artisans as discussed above account 
for 22,2 % of the occupied adults of Yerwa. 

The social organization of artisans was closely connected with the 
overall political leadership in Borno. A chief was appointed by the Shehu 
to a specific craft. He received the title of zanna, mala, kazalla or mai. 
The influence obtained with appointment and title was not restricted to 
the town only but extended all over Borno. 

The system was hierarchic, the chiefs received their legitimation from 

the sovereign system. Artisan organizations can be seen as an instrument 
of administrative integration of a not necessarily ethnically defined group 
into loyalty towards the ruler. This loyalty primarily was guaranteed 
through religion, ethnicity, and residence. The social organization 
concept of which we have sketched essentially belongs to the past.9 
Tegetmeier states under the heading "Trade Headmen" that "the custom 
for every trade or occupation to have a headman" has been discontinued. 
He adds that most trades not even have a "nominal headman". The latter 
statement might be correct with regard to specialized trades which then 
had emerged as well as to a rather biased classification than an 

Table IV: Artisans in Yerwa in 1924 occupation 

Occupation   Total Occupation Total
tailors 364 bed makers 18
shoemakers, sunoma (sg) 167 well diggers, baramma (sg) 16
butchers 131 saddlers 16
dyers and cloth beaters, 
alinma (sg) 

95 basket makers 11

builders, kattima (sg) 84 carpenters 8
assistants 78 potters 6
tanners, mundulma (sg) 52 calabash carvers, 

komosoma (sg) 
6

barbers, wanzama (sg) 51 numnah makers 6
rope makers, jema (sg) 48 cloth beathers 3
drummers and singers 43 skin bottle makers 2
zana makers 39 cotton spindle makers 2
silversmiths 34 gunsmiths 1
weavers 32 gunpowder maker 1
mat makers 23  
blacksmiths, kagelma (sg) 222  
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investigative one. It certainly excludes artisan groups which still have at 
least a "nominal" leader. 

Tegetmeier's brief notes on social organizational aspects of artisans 
also state that an appointment was given by the Shehu and that a badge of 
office was given "usually in the form of a bangle". The only artisan group 
leader mentioned is Malla Adam. "He is privileged to make the Shehu's 
seals and rings but enjoys no other advantages beyond the dignity of his 
rank." 10 

In the previous chapter we briefly discussed the individual wards of 
Yerwa. The description of artisan activities now allows to substantiate the 
special situation of each ward with regard to its occupations. 

Out of the twenty-eight artisan specializations, twenty-five are 
represented in Shehuri of which number thirteen concentrate in a 
majority (over 50%) in this ward. Two reasons seem to account for this: 
firstly, Shehuri by then was larger in size than the other four wards 
together, nine times the size of Fezzan and four to five times the size of 
the other three wards. Secondly, the presence of the royal oikos with its 
needs and demands might additionally account for this concentration. 
Afunori, Mafoni, and Zongo display on the whole a similar situation in 
the number of crafts not represented. Afunori features a majority 
concentration of crafts. The only ward which offers a straight opposite 
picture is Fezzan. Out of all the artisan specializations only eight are 
represented here. Again, the size of the ward is accountable but more 
significant is the preoccupation of this ward's inhabitants with trade.  
Diachronical profiles of four crafts in Borno. 

Rope makers: 

Rope making as a professional occupation in Borno is usually associated 
with the blind. The tradition as preserved among the rope makers of 
Yerwa11 connects the beginning of this craft with Gazargamo and a blind 
leader with the title of a mai and the name Barra Baharemi.12 All the 
leaders of the sanya of rope making in Kukawa and the subsequent 
capitals of Borno are remembered. The present holder of this title is 
Abacha Kingimi. His immediate predecessor was Mai Ali Kumbude. Mai 
Abacha resides in Mafoni (sub-section Mafoni) and came with his people 
to Yerwa from the village of Dala, west of Yerwa. 

Rope, je, is made of ngarai (hemp, Hibiscus cannabinus) and of 
ngelai, leaves or strips thereof of ganga (Dum palm, Hyphaene thebaica) 
and kerzem (Deleb palm, Bopassus aethiopum). The spectrum of rope 
products as claimed by the rope makers is subject to decline as fewer 
animals are kept in the town and as modes of transport over the last 
decades have changed from animals of burden to motor vehicles and with 
the latter, traditional containers are being replaced by the ubiquitous 
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plastic bags and cartons. Products for the keep of animals like zar (reigns 
for a horse), nzamba (muzzle), all sorts of special ropes for leading and 
hobbling animals (matabu, daturam, marbi, dulo) and ropes for fixing 
loads on to animals of burden or making bags (kaila, a rope from bark of 
a plant or taitai, a rope used especially to tie slabs of potash and pots) 
have been the main items. The list of rope products described above 
could be extended.13 The whole spectrum reflects an economy within 
which up-keep of animals, trade, and transport have been significant. 

The rope makers have stalls at Yerwa's Monday Market as have other 
craftsmen. Supposedly for convenience these are outside the market, 
around the northeastern entrance. It appears from the rope makers' oral 
record that they have not always been selling at the market but that they 
moved there only after a time of intensive business contacts with 
companies and traders, dealing in hides and skins. The rope makers speak 
of thousands of ropes which they had to supply on a regular basis. 

Besides rope making, begging for alms has always been an additional 
means of securing livelihood. In their own understanding it was their 
leader in Gazargamo, Mai Barra Baharemi who taught the blind people 
the craft in order not to be dependent on charity. 

The general decline in production is shared with other traditional 
crafts. What appears as a remarkable difference between the rope makers 
and other craftsmen in Yerwa is their organization. It has been mentioned 
that the leader received the title of mai which is the case in some other 
crafts as well. The mai, who is appointed by the Shehu in his own right 
appoints the waziri, wakil, legali, mukkadam, diguma, zaifata, mala, 
yerima, shettima, kaigamma, et al. 

The list of titles includes a galtima, residing in Nguru, one yerima in 
Damasak, one zanna in Mongonu, and one mala in Kukawa. It is a 
largely historical claim of other crafts as well that the leader in Yerwa is 
recognized by all craftsmen in Borno. 

Female title holders are the gumsu, mairam, magaram, and duoma.14 
Two institutionalized meetings are held weekly - on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays, during which the mai sits alone in a small side room, partly 
concealed from the meeting room by a curtain. He does not speak himself 
to the congregation but waziri Mai Bukar sometimes after a low voice 
consultation with the mai Abacha. All the other titled craftsmen sit 
around the waziri in the meeting room. Women do not participate. The 
protocol distinctively recalls what, supposedly, also has been the protocol 
of the Sayfawa court. 

Well diggers:  

The different types of wells and well-like whaterholes let appear two 
things obvious: well digging was a highly specialized profession on the 



220055  

one hand, and on the other hand simple wells could be dug by every able 
person. The deep well, baram, was the work of the professional well 
digger, matarema.15 The matarema usually does not work alone. 
Depending on the depth of the well to be dug, he has two or three helpers. 
Their main tool is the zagir, a spade-like shovel of about 70 cm length of 
which the blade is approximately 30 cm and the wooden handle about 40 
cm long. The soil is lifted by means of a wooden bowl, buguru. The walls 
of the well, the shaft, are lined with wood and mats. The workers have 
access to the dug out soil by a rope ladder, fur barambe. Deep wells are 
those above 30 m what in Borno has not been unusual.16 It could take 
several months to complete a well if the circumstances were difficult, 
while a well in Gwange of about 18 m took three workers six days. 
Traditions told about well digging do mention special danger from 
collapsing walls as well as, partly due to this, about many deaths. Before 
work began, a ram was sacrificed where the well was to be dug and 
citations from the Qur'an were read. 

Sunabayas, a village in Mafe District, and Forram, in Magumeri 
District, seem to have a special reputation for skillful well diggers. 
Although there is by appointment of the Shehu a headship within the 
profession, it appears that the title of kachalla is only a nominal one.17 

Besides the baram there is the kotara, a draw well and the soa.18 The 
latter is not deep and every year is dug near rivers. The same refers to 
shallow waterholes which are dug near a river or in the dry riverbed, like 
daidai, ceceno, and ngaljam. 

The distinctive technology, well adapted to ecology and economy, was 
in the thirties succeeded by a policy of well-sinking along main roads and 
in administrative centres. These cement lined wells were sunk at great 
administrative and technological expenses. Their depths of about 100 m 
and more proved too deep to draw water for herds.19 

Brick makers and builders:  

Before discussing the professions of the kattima, the builder, and the 
different specialists involved in the brick complex, a few remarks on 
traditional architecture and settlements should be made: 

One of the characteristics of pre-colonial Borno architecture is a 
diversity in form, material, and technology. This diversity is socially and 
culturally significant and as such not confined to the different types of 
settlements. These are the birnyi, the large town, the capital, and the 
political centre. Although birnyi can mean large town in general, it 
appears that it has been and is to a fairly exclusive extent applied to the 
Sayfawa towns Gazargamo and Kafela. B@la means town in general. 
Kukawa, although the centre of political power in the 19th century, is not 
referred to as birnyi but as Kukawa, which name might be abbreviated 
from b@5la Kukawa. The two twin towns of Kukawa after the middle of 
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the l9th century were known as b@la futebe, the western town, and b@la 
gedibe, the eastern town. 

Distinct from the b@la in size, defense system, economy, and 
settlement continuity is the b@ladega, the village. In these three different 
settlements, principally the same architectural forms have been 
co-existent with one notable exception: the brick-built compound of the 
mai or high functionaries of Sayfawa rule in the birnyi or in another 
town. The royal compound, it appears, has in some cases not been 
connected with a settlement at all. These latter structures are mostly 
referred to as palaces.20 

There is no distinctive town architecture, even if it is only to mean the 
prevalence of e.g. mud-built houses. Speaking of town architecture, the 
discrepancy comes to mind which exists between the brick structures in 
Gazargamo and the earthen rampart of 6,28 km length, in its sheer size 
magnificent but, nevertheless, lacking any indication of structural 
sophistication.21 This is the more surprising as Borno towns are of great 
antiquity and, this refers especially to Gazargamo, yielded great political 
and economical influence. 

What has been said about towns refers to palaces as well. Comparing 
the three royal compounds of Gazargamo, Gambaru, and Machina,22 one 
has to realize that not a building is referred to but a fortified system of 
courtyards and corridors with most likely one double storey house in 
approximately the centre. The larger courtyards supposedly were built up 
with njim, the round hut, the lower part of which is made of segdi mats 
and the roof of grass or the bongo, the round hut with walls and a grass 
roof. One of the courtyards, usually close to the entrance, is always 
referred to as muli or the mews. 

These palaces with regard to their use of burnt bricks are an example 
of adapting a complex technology to the cultural, social, and economic 
needs of those who commissioned them. Palaces are eo ipso but the use 
of bricks as well appears to be a monopoly of the Sayfawa for which last 
not least accounts the discontinuity of brick-making in the l9th century. 

Brick makers:  
Production and use of burnt bricks must be considered one of the older 
industrial occupations in Borno.23 The origin, the social organization of 
workers and the technology by which bricks were made and laid are only 
reconstructable by oral tradition, by retrospective conclusions based on 
observation of contemporary brick-making, and data from archaeological 
sites. 

The name for brick in Borno is jalab. This name is in most traditions 
linked with the Jallaba, as people from east of Borno were called, who 
supposedly introduced this technology. Other tradition insists that 



220077  

specialists from Tripolis had been invited to build e.g. Gambaru.24 The 
question about the origin of brick technology is not important per se but 
derives its legitimacy from what appears an exclusive use of this 
technology by the Sayfawa. 

In a synopsis of crafts in Borno, brick-making and brick-laying 
occupy a special place. Not only for reasons of its antiquity and special 
association with a ruling dynasty, but even more by the complex nature 
of the art.25 

Whether the production of bricks and their application to buildings 
have ever been two or one specialized profession(s) is unknown. 
Contemporary understanding suggest rather two different professions. 
The jalabma, the brick maker, is not a builder. Bricks are made where 
clay, sand, and water are found. The clay mixture is rolled in the sand 
before it is slapped in the mould (mol or jalab kamtaram). The mould is 
removed and the brick is left to dry for approximately five days. The 
firing is done in kilns and clamps. Kilns are exclusively used in the 
Metropolitan Brickyard, the successor to the Native Administration 
Brickyard which was started after the first decade of colonial rule. 
Clamps are used outside the brickyard by "contractors".26 The quality of 
the bricks fired in kilns and clamps differs considerably. Those in the 
clamps are partially underfired or less sufficiently fired.27 The workers in 
the brickyard are employed by the  Metropolitan Council. Most of them 
claim descent from Liberty Village which was, before 1942, located in 
the closest vicinity. Accordingly most of them reside today in Gambaru. 
The manager who works there in the second generation is of Shuwa 
origin. The "private contractors" originate partly from outside Nigeria, 
others are from Borno. Their helpers are exclusively seasonal migrants 
from Cameroun.28 So far a brief sketch of contemporary brick works.29 

It has been said above, the tradition of brick work discontinued in the 
early 19th century. There are possible restrictions to be made. The burial 
places of the 19th century shehus in the palace of b@la gedibe, the 
eastern town of Kukawa, were built of burnt bricks. Oral traditions which 
insist on these bricks having been carried from Gazargamo are not 
consistent with results of analytical investigations.30 There is no surface 
evidence of the production and use of burnt bricks in Kafela, the last 
capital of the Sayfawa. However, there is the brick site of Garu Kime, 
southwest of Kafela. The vicinity of Garu Kime to Kafela and the 
absence of any data are not considered arguments for Garu Kime being a 
Sayfawa site in the beginning of the 19th century. The latter being a 
remote possibility is just to qualify the statement of a discontinued 
technology. 

Soon after Shehu Bukar Garbai had completed his move from Kukawa 
to Kalwa, brick work was taken up again under British supervision. The 
first brickyard was close to Yerwa (opposite the Post Office and 
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Provincial Office) and in 1935 moved to its present site, south of the 
Women Teachers College. 

One of the first buildings was "the Shehu's brick house". The work 
was, in fact, executed by artisans from the coast.31 Tradition and 
technology reflect this new impact, the name for the bricklayer is birikila, 
the Kanuri name of jalab tandoma is, though understood, not used. 

To conclude the discussion of brick industries, the attempt is made to 
review the pre-nineteenth century brick work. The size of bricks varies 
slightly between samples measured.32 Often the proportions relate to the 
formula 1:2:4 (Gazargamo, Garumele, and Machina samples). These 
proportions relate to the size of the human hand.33 Thus, it was possible 
to lay the brick with one hand. It is obvious that moulds were used. More 
difficult is the question with regard to the modes of firing. One tradition 
suggests that a sort of kiln was used, built of tubali.34 But microscopic 
observation on "colour, amount of preserved organic material, porosity, 
and mineralogical composition"35 suggest different temperature and firing 
periods which all comply easier with other firing technologies than a kiln. 

The discontinuity of brick making in the 19th century and the 
re-introduction of some in the early 20th century must have modified and 
distorted the traditional knowledge. But, nevertheless, it remains a 
contrast between the high social prestige invested in a brick building and 
the numerous traditions associating these with the Sayfawa rulers on the 
one hand and the little what is known about the makers. Traditions speak 
of a mai jalabvube, the leader of the brick makers in Gazargamo, what is 
practically all. One feels tempted to attribute also the labour of making 
and laying bricks to foreigners or slaves which could account for lack of 
own traditions. As much as the 20th century staffing of brick work would 
support this hypothesis, the 19th century in Borno with its ultimate 
interference from outside and all its social and economical impact could 
equally well account for the discontinuity of a special technology. 

The builder: The verb which describes the activity of building 
tandeskin is translated by Lukas with "to compose".36 It relates to 
building of walls, houses, pots, and to weaving of mats. The garu 
tandoma, the wall builder, and the katti tandoma, the mud builder, are 
both referred to as kattima. This latter term is more used today. The 
semantic association with pottery is justified by the technology. 
Mud (katti), grass, and water are mixed and left for two or three days. 
This procedure is repeated. The mixture is used directly. The portion of 
the mixture which the kattima holds in two hands is rolled in the sand 
before being shaped in the wall. When the wall reaches the height of one 
foot, it is left to dry for two days, after the wall has reached three feet, the 
structure is left for three days to dry. The rectangular house, soro, is 
roofed with wooden beams, covered with mats on which a layer of katti 
is put, grass and again katti. The plastering of the walls is done with a 
mixture of katti and dung. 
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It appears that the traditional Borno mud architecture did not apply 
tubali, although they are known and, of course, have been built with. 
Colonial sources state that not only the first birikila were craftsmen from 
outside Borno, but also builders of the first non-domestic buildings, the 
mosque, were sent from Katsina or Katagum.37 Whether this decision was 
based on ignorance of the British administration about the situation of 
building crafts or whether this indicates a deficiency in manpower and 
experience with regard to more elaborate non-domestic architecture is 
difficult to decide. This is the more the case as it is not known whether 
the great buildings of Kukawa and Dikwa have been built by kattima or 
by foreign artisans. The latter cannot be excluded as there were no 
boundaries in the overall restrictive sense as they were imposed in the be-
ginning of the 20th century. 

Farmers 

Farmers account for 15,3% of the citizenry. The vast majority of them 
(87%) had their residence in Shehuri. This time it is not the size of 
Shehuri's population which accounts for these figures but the fact that 
Shehuri developed around the hamlets of Kalwa. For this reason no 
statement can be made to which extent this percentage of resident 
peasants in a town could be considered a typical feature of Borno towns 
or whether it is an accidental coincidence of a capital town emerging on 
the strata of farming hamlets. Guinea corn, maize, and sorghum were 
planted after the rains. The cultivation of a tobacco plant, the red 
blossoms of which (fura, sg.) are chewed by women whose teeth become 
stained a dark red colour, was of great importance. 

"Formerly the headmen exercised great influence in this 
industry and, owning large farms themselves, restricted the area 
under tobacco cultivation and the amount of flowers marketed. 
Today they only arrange the tobacco sales, which are very 
carefully organized. Each day of the week is allotted to a 
number of growers who are not allowed to sell their produce on 
any other day. The flower is brought to certain fixed places and 
disposed of to the retailers who are waiting for it. Tobacco 
flowers are bought by practically every woman in the town and 
its cultivation is an important local industry."38 

The source has classified those as farmers who live principally of farming 
including side activities as occasional grass selling, zana mat making 
(zana, H.) etc. Small scale farming in addition to a principal trade or 
occupation was widespread but is not recorded in detail. 
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The keeping of livestock in town or at least livestock owned by 
residents and kept at near-by farm places was common.  
The source lists eleven herdsmen among the occupations of Yerwa. 

Given a fairly high degree of terminological inaccuracy there could be 
resident pastoralists. This assumption is confirmed to some extent as 
jangali obviously has been collected in Yerwa (a sum about 4% of the 
general tax). Jangali derived mainly from Shehuri and Mafoni wards, 
both also the residences of the herdsmen. 

Table V: Livestock in Yerwa (39) 
 
 Shehuri Afunori Maifoni Zongo Fezzan Total 
cattle 480 48 130 44 49 751 
mares 48 11 26 11 2 98 
stallions 589 85 57 59 54 844 
donkeys 472 113 152 56 52 845 
goats 1237 157 298 114 101 1907 
sheep 846 152 221 105 79 1403 
camels 28 - - - 24 52 
 

Merchants and Traders 

This category comprises of all those whose occupation is trade and whose 
work is connected with trade, such as hostel keepers, money changers 
and money lenders. 

It is obvious that this group is heterogeneous. It includes the 
wealthiest of Yerwa's citizens as there were Kiari Kurda and the 
Tripolitans Ahmed Al-Baff and Yussuf Duweir.40 

Not only a great difference in the standard of wealth has to be 
attributed to this group of merchants and traders but also a wide spectrum 
of trading activities: from the sale of food and commodities obtained 
from the town's environment to long-distance-trade. The latter clearly 
shows the effect of the imposition of colonial administration and 
boundaries. No trade with the north is mentioned at all as it was the case 
in the early years of this century.41 Besides the Tripolitan group three of 
the merchants appear to originate from Bilma. Among the trade 
destinations of the "leading traders" (TEGETMEIER) figure Wadai, Kano, 
Lagos, Ilorin, Bida, and Nile markets. The latter destination refers to only 
one of the merchants. 
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As early as May 1902, I. R. Cochrane, Acting Resident of Borno, had 
complained to Lugard about the insecurity of the eastern boundary and its 
implications for the trade. The High Commissioner's answer stated that 
such a concern is absurd as trade should remain in the British territory.42 
Despite of this ruling, trade connections with the lands east of Borno 
never ceased. 
At several occasions Tripolitans have been mentioned. It appears that a 

number of them in the twenties have been involved in the Wadai trade, 
buying cattle there and selling in Kano, Ilorin, and Lagos "the whole 
transaction being carried out by themselves and without the intervention 
of any broker or middlemen" (TEGETMEIER). 

Table VI: Trades in Yerwa in 1924 
 
Occupation Total Occupation Total 
cloth and gown sellers 232 cattle dealers 14 
traders 223 horse dealers 14 
petty traders 178 sheep dealers 12 
firewood and grass sellers 156 potash sellers 10 
skin dealers 115 corn dealers 9 
hostel keepers 51 money changers 6 
tobacco sellers 39 date sellers 5 
kola sellers 32 medicine sellers 5 
trading sites 32 food sellers 3 
scent sellers 30 straw hats 2 
salt sellers 24 book sellers 2 
money lenders 23 ostrich feather sellers 1 
 

Others of this still very influential group by this time had obviously 
become agents of other Tripolitans in Kano and Lagos. Again, another 
part of them had taken to open canteens in Yerwa. 

"There are about a dozen Tripolitan canteens in Yerwa. The 
bulk of their stock is cloth and scent but sugar, soap, clocks, 
sweets, olive oil, cloves, looking glasses etc. are usually in-
cluded. They also stock articles supposed to be Tripolitan ware, 
such as silk gowns and silver saddlery, but as they inform me 
that they obtain these items from Lagos, they may be of British 
manufacture."43 

Fezzan Ward in the twenties seems to have been the richest of the 
quarters of Yerwa with approximately 4,5 % of the male population 
contributing approximately 10 % of the general tax revenue. 

This despite the fact that this group of traders, through colonial 
interference, had been cut off from what supposedly for centuries had 
been raison d'être for their life in Borno and their part in and contribution 
to Borno economy.44 The traders so far mentioned have been residents of 
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Yerwa. But a considerable part of the trade was carried on by Hausawa. 
They came with donkey caravans from Kano and most of them stayed 
between two and six months in Yerwa and returned with new stock to 
their home markets. 

During the time a trader from outside Borno spent in Yerwa, he stayed 

in a hostel, the majority of which were located in Afunori and Zongo 
Wards. It seems that no rent was charged but that payment was based on 
merchandise sold as well as bought for the home journey. 

Table VII: Hostels and their capacities in Yerwa in 1924 

 Shehuri Afunori Mafoni Zongo Fezzan 
number of 
hotels 

1 21 1 6 4 

„huts“ 17 402 8 59 33 

"A hostel keeper will, for example, receive six pence for every 
gown the trader sells, three pence for each length of cloth and 
1% on kola nuts. The latter, known as fatomarum, is paid in 
kind and a particularly good nut is selected. The trader is ac-
companied to the market by an agent of the hostel keeper who 
keeps a careful check on his sales. A stranger also pays to the 
hostel keeper two pence on each price of cloth he buys in the 
European canteens. The hostel keeper also receives commission 
on the merchandise in which a trader invests his money on 
leaving Yerwa, usually obtaining 2/6 - 3/- per head of cattle, 1/- 
per horse, and 1/- per donkey."45 

The hostel keeper not only provided accommodation but often also had 
own stalls in the market for his clients. A continuous patronage of one 
hostel by the trader obviously was as common as the fact that special 
hostels were exclusively visited by traders and travellers from one 
particular area or ethnic group. 

The source does not specify what "hut" stands for. Whether it is 
accommodation for one single person or for one traveller or trader and 
his apprentice, relative, or companion what seems more likely. What is 
important is the capacity of the town to accommodate strangers and in the 
same instance to facilitate trade exchange. 

Dependent Occupations 

The extremely heterogeneous character of this group had been pointed 
out. The largest group of all, not really an occupational group as the 
majority within it is just not occupied in our sense, is characterized by 
two different types of dependency. The first one would be employment 
for salary or wage. Employers were the Native Administration and the 
Government - both employing administrative and clerical staff, teachers, 



221133  

health workers, technical staff, and labourers. Employment within the 
private sector is not conclusive from the source. This part of the group 
which is tentatively named "dependent occupations" is about 37% of the 
whole. 

The major part are what the colonial source terms "boys and 
followers", a term which was continuously used till the fourties. What is 
meant are the followers, the retinue, the clientel of the traditional ruler. 
This included the descendants of the Kanemi family, descendants of the 
families of leaders and administrators of the old Borno State and of 
slaves holding important court or administrative positions. The source 
comprises under the heading "boys and followers" only those who 
depend for their livelihood on support from the Shehu or others, not those 
- although nominally members of this group - who are employed or 
support themselves by farming. The source takes a negative attitude 
towards this group, discarding the social, historical legacy which it repre-
sents. It cannot be the objective of this study to justify kingship with its 
social and economical implications but to understand processes of social 
change and adaptation of traditional pre-colonial government and 
administration to "indirect rule" which prepared the way for the 
constitutionally confined monarchy. 

Malamma 

Besides the artisans, farmers, merchants, and traders, and dependent 
occupations, Koranic teachers and scholars form a distinctive group. Not 
counting itinerant malamma in 1924 there have been 537 resident 
teachers and scholars of Islam in Yerwa or 9,6% of the male resident 
population. Their duties were mainly connected with religious instruction 
and ceremony. 53 schools for instruction of children were maintained and 
a few of the malamma ran schools exclusively for the benefit of other 
malamma. 

"After about three years study a boy is considered to become a 
mallam and after ten years he is supposed to have considerable 
learning and be skilled in the writing of charms and remedies for 
the sick and troubled. While studying the boys live by begging 
and at dusk their cries for alms echo through the town as they 
wander from door to door. Many mallams detail to each boy 
every morning the amount he is to bring in that day. The boys 
endeavour to earn the money by begging and by carrying loads 
to and from the market. Corporal punishment is administered to 
defaulters. Mallams who farm obtain all the labour they require 
from their boys. A conspicuous sign of every school is the ashes 
of the bonfire by the light of which the boys read their prayer 
boards until the late hours of the night."46 

The majority of the malamma earned their livelihood by leading prayers 
at religious ceremonies and administering charms. Some of the "leading 
mallams" (Tegetmeier) had held offices in the Native Administration 
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before and some like Mallam Bello and Mallam Abdulahi were on their 
way to Mecca when asked by Shehu Bukar Garbai to stay.47 

Yerwa has been a cosmopolitan town from point of view of its 
resident population and perhaps even more so if one considers the 
thousands of pilgrims and merchants visiting the town annually. 
Although most of the malamma lived in Shehuri Ward and, presumably, 
have been Kanuri, it appears that ethnicity played a minor role in 
comparison to other groups. Many of the most reputable malamma were 
Hausawa, Fulbe or Shuwa. 

Conclusion 

The early twenties are in yet another aspect significant. Borno Province 
was only about to become part of Nigeria. The first motorcar had arrived 
in 1917 and the first plane was to land on the polofield in the 
Government Residential Area in 1926. The development of Yerwa from 
1907 and the unfolding of occupations with their numerical and 
functional relationship can, therefore, not be attributed to new external 
stimuli but to internal traditions and needs. The largest single category of 
occupation we had classified as dependant - unproductive in economical 
terms with the exception of those who engaged in the nascent 
bureaucracies of Emirate Council and Government. Though 
unproductive, this group gave legitimacy and status to others: the 
nominal title for the leader of a particular craft, safety for the itinerant 
malam and trader and for his goods were guaranteed by the traditional 
ruler and his ever large following. The group of specialists/ar-
tisans/craftsmen depended on market for supply of raw materials and 
patronage of court and citizens alike. 

There is only a small numerical difference between the above two 
groups and the one of merchants and traders which points at significance 
per se. The economic importance of this group has, however, to be seen 
in the light of itinerant merchants whom to accommodate Yerwa 
possessed quite a capacity. One is tempted to identify trade as the 
thriving economic force in the development of Borno's last capital: this 
being both historical legacy and adaptation to the "optimal zone: the 
West African savanna" (CONNAH). 

The group of farmers includes, supposedly, the residents of the former 
Kalwa hamlets. Many of high rank had statutory access to farmland and 
labour. It appears the agricultural needs of Yerwa in the 1920s, with its 
about 15.000 inhabitants, still could draw from pre-colonial land use and 
production patterns. 

The significance of religion, of scholarship of Islam is reflected in the 
specialist group of malamma. Nearly ten percent of the male residents 
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were malamma.48 In addition to the routine links and duties of this group 
with the court it appears that also the traditional ruler took personal 
interest in encouraging learned scholars to take up residence in 
Maiduguri which soon became a place where pilgrims called on their way 
to Mecca: at first in Afonori and in the early twenties a pilgrims' camp 
was built outside Yerwa (later followed by three others). 

The occupational structure: necessary interdependence and interaction 
of occupational groups, the market as place for all and the linkages with 
markets far away, a multi-ethnic population and a legitimate traditional 
government have been the constituent elements in the development of 
Yerwa. 

NOTES 

11..  PPaatttteerrssoonn,,  RReeppoorrtt  oonn  UUjjee,,  NNAAKK  SSNNPP  1100  669988//11992211  
22..  HHaauussaa  hhaass  qquuiicckkllyy  ggaaiinneedd  iinnfflluueennccee  aass  lliinngguuaa  ffrraannccaa::  nnoottee  tthhee  uussee  ooff  ffaaiiffaaii  ((HH))  

iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  ffeellaaii  ((KK))  aanndd  ttuurrmmii  ((HH))  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  kkuurr  ((KK)),,  tthhee  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  llaatttteerr  
wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  tthhee  KKuurrmmaa..  TThhee  uussee  ooff  tteerrmmss  llaakkkkaa  aanndd  nnaauurroo  ffoorr  
""wwaarrdd  ooff  aa  ttoowwnn""  hhaass  nneevveerr  bbeeeenn  oobbsseerrvveedd  aanndd  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aabbaannddoonneedd  iinn  
ffaavvoouurr  ooff  uunnggwwaa,,  ppll..  uunnggwwooyyii  ((HH))  oorr  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  wwoorrdd  ""wwaarrdd""..  IInn  tthhee  ccoommmmeennttss  oonn  
TTeeggeettmmeeiieerr''ss  rreeppoorrtt  tthhee  aaddvviiccee  iiss  ffoouunndd  ttoo  mmaakkee  uussee  ooff  EEnngglliisshh  tteerrmmss..  
AAlltthhoouugghh  wwee  aarree  rreeffeerrrriinngg  ttoo  aa  rreeppoorrtt  ooff  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss  eeaarrlliieerr,,  tthhee  ssaammee  iinnaaccccuurraaccyy  
ooccccuurrss,,  ee..gg..  lleeaatthheerr  wwoorrkkeerr  ((nnjjiirriimmaa  KK))::  nnoo  iinnddiiccaattiioonn  iiss  ggiivveenn  wwhheetthheerr  tthhiiss  
iinncclluuddeess  oorr  eexxcclluuddeess  kkeerrwwiimmaa,,  tthhee  mmaakkeerr  ooff  llaarrggee  lleeaatthheerr  bbaaggss  ooff  ccooww  hhiiddee,,  tthhee  
nnaaeerraaeemmaa,,  tthhee  mmaakkeerr//sseelllleerr  ooff  ggooaatt  sskkiinnss  ffoorr  wwaatteerr  eettcc..  LLUUKKAASS  ((11993377))  mmeennttiioonnss  tteenn  
ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttyyppeess  ooff  sshhooeewweeaarr,,  aallll  ooff  tthheessee  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ooff  tthhee  sshhooeemmaakkeerr  ((ssuunnoommaa))::  

ssuunnoo  wwaannggaarraa    --  ssaannddaall  ooff  ccooww  hhiiddee;;  
ssuunnoo  bbaallggaa      --  ffllaatt  lleeaatthheerr  ssaannddaall;;  
ssuunnoo  bbaabbuuss      --  sslliippppeerr;;  
sseewwaaddee      --  hhiiddee--sshhooee  ooff  lloowweerr  ccllaasssseess;;  
mmaasshhaayyii      --  sshhoorrtt  lleeaatthheerr  bboooott  ffoorr  ccoolldd  sseeaassoonn;;  
mmaarrkkuubb  ((AArr..))    --  oovvaall--sshhaappeedd  lleeaatthheerr  sshhooee  ffoorr  oolldd  ppeeooppllee;;  
kkuupp        --  sshhoorrtt,,  lleeaatthheerrnn  rriiddiinngg  bboooott;;  
mmeesseekk        --  wwoommaann''ss  lleeaatthheerr  sshhooee;;  
ssooggoorrookk      --  hhiigghh  wwooooddeenn  ssaannddaall;;  
ffeelleeffeellee      --  llooww  wwooooddeenn  ssaannddaall  ooff  tthhee  SShhuuwwaa  ffoorr  rraaiinnyy  
            sseeaassoonn;;  
ssuunnoo  kkuunnttuurraa      --  ((mmeennttiioonneedd  bbyy  TTiijjaannii,,  11998811))  

33..  IItt  aappppeeaarrss  tthhaatt  iinn  11991199//11992200  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  SShheehhuurrii  wwaass  ssttiillll  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  uusseedd  aalloonngg  
wwiitthh  YYeerrwwaa  

44..  ccff  MMAABBOOGGUUNNJJEE,,  11996688  
55..  UUSSMMAANN  ((11998811::6600))  iiddeennttiiffiieess  ssiixx  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ooccccuuppaattiioonnaall  ggrroouuppss  iinn  KKaattssiinnaa  ooff  tthhee  llaattee  

1188tthh  cceennttuurryy::  ffaarrmmeerrss,,  ppaassttoorraalliissttss,,  aarrttiissaannss,,  mmeerrcchhaannttss,,  ooffffiicciiaallss,,  aanndd  iinntteelllliiggeennttssiiaa..  
TThhiiss  ccllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn  iiss  llaarrggeellyy  ccoonnggrruueenntt  wwiitthh  oouurrss..  PPaassttoorraalliissttss  aarree  aass  aa  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  
ggrroouupp  iinn  tthhee  ttoowwnn,,  iiff  iiddeennttiiffiiaabbllee  aatt  aallll,,  iinnssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt,,  ""iinntteelllliiggeennttssiiaa""  ccoouulldd  
ssuuppppoosseeddllyy  aallssoo  rreeaadd  ""uullaammaa""  aanndd  ""ooffffiicciiaallss"",,  rruulleerrss  aanndd  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn..  

66..  MMAACCLLEEOODD,,  11991122::224455  
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77..  FFoorr  mmoorree  ddiissccuussssiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  mmaarrkkeettss  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  
ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  ccrraaffttss  rreeffeerreennccee  iiss  mmaaddee  ttoo  SSeeiiddeennssttiicckkeerr,,  11998833  

88..  RReeffeerreennccee  iiss  mmaaddee  ttoo  ccrriittiiccaall  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ooff  ssoouurrccee  aabboovvee;;  aalltthhoouugghh  tthheerree  iiss  tthhee  
pprrooffeessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssiillvveerr  ssmmiitthh,,  lliivveellaammaa,,  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  LLuukkaass  ((11993377)),,  II  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  
bbeeeenn  aabbllee  ttoo  mmeeeett  aa  ssiinnggllee  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  ooff  tthhiiss  ccrraafftt;;  iitt  sseeeemmss  tthhaatt  ssiillvveerrwwoorrkkss  
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  pprrooffeessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  kkuulllloommaa..  

99..  ccff  ccrraafftt  pprrooffiilleess  bbeellooww  
1100..  TTeeggeettmmeeiieerr,,  RReeppoorrtt  oonn  tthhee  TToowwnn  ooff  YYeerrwwaa,,  NNAAKK  111177//11992255  
1111..  FFiieellddnnootteess  11997722,,  11997799;;  qquueessttiioonnss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  iinntteerrvviieeww  ooff  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  11997799  wweerree  

mmaaiinnllyy  aannsswweerreedd  bbyy  wwaazziirrii  MMaaii  BBuukkaarr  MMaallllaammbbee..  
1122..  TThhee  pprroonnuunncciiaattiioonn  aallssoo  ccoouulldd  bbee  ttrraannssccrriibbeedd  aass  BBaarraabbaa  HHaarreemmii;;  tthhee  ssuucccceessssoorrss  ooff  

mmaaii  BBaarrrraa  BBaahhaarreemmii  aarree  nnaammeedd  MMaaii  TTeerraammii  aanndd  MMaaii  MMoommmmoodduu  FFaauunnaarraammmmii..  
1133..  KKoollttoo,,  aa  rrooppee  ffoorr  ddrraawwiinngg  wwaatteerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  wweellll,,  aallssoo  JJee  bbaarraammbbee;;  aa  rrooppee  ttoo  ttiiee  hhiiddeess  

aanndd  sskkiinnss,,  aallssoo  uusseedd  ttoo  ttiiee  kkoollaa  nnuuttss  wwrraappppeedd  iinn  lleeaavveess;;  ddaabbffaallaa,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ffoorr  
ccaallvveess  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  tthheemm  ffrroomm  ffeeeeddiinngg;;  nnjjeeddii,,  kkoodduumm,,  ddaammbbaa  rreeffeerr  ttoo  rrooppee--bbaasseedd  
ccoonnttaaiinneerrss  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ssoorrttss..  

1144..  ccff  NNUURR  AALLKKAALLII  11998833::112255;;  nnoo  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  ddoooommaa  hhaass  bbeeeenn  oobbttaaiinneedd..  
1155..  AAlltthhoouugghh  nnoott  iinn  LLuukkaass  ((11993377)),,  tthhee  tteerrmm  bbaarraammmmaa,,  wweellll  ddiiggggeerr,,  eexxiissttss..  MMoodduu  

BBaarraammmmaa,,  aa  wweellll  ddiiggggeerr  iinn  LLiimmaannttii  WWaarrdd  ooff  YYeerrwwaa  iinnffoorrmmeedd  mmee  tthhaatt  tthhee  
mmaattaarreemmaa  ddiiggss  tthhee  ddeeeepp  wweellllss  ((4400  --  8800  yyaarrddss))  aanndd  tthhee  bbaarraammmmaa  tthhee  oonneess  wwhhiicchh  aarree  
nnoott  aass  ddeeeepp  ((44  --  1100  yyaarrddss))..  TThhee  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonn,,  nnaammeellyy  tthhaatt  mmaattaarreemmaa  ddiiggss  tthhee  
bbaarraamm  aanndd  nnoott  tthhee  bbaarraammmmaa,,  iiss  nnootteedd..  

  TThheerree  aarree  ttwwoo  ootthheerr  tteerrmmss  ffoorr  tthhee  ddeeeepp  wweellll,,  kkoollkkooll  aanndd  kkaattaaqqaarr..  BBootthh  ccoorrrreessppoonndd  
wwiitthh  tthhee  nnaammeess  ffoorr  AAccaacciiaa  sseenneeggaall  oorr  mmeelllliifflloorraa  ((kkoollkkooll))  aanndd  CCoommbbrreettuuss  
hhyyppooppiillmmiiuumm  ((kkaattaaggaarr))..  

1166..  FFiieellddnnootteess;;  ccff  CCOONNNNAAHH  11998811::224499  
1177..  AAbboouutt  tthhee  ffuunnccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  kkaacchheellllaa  MMoodduu  BBaarraammmmaa  ssttaatteedd::  

11..  tthhee  SShheehhuu  ccoonnttaaccttss  aallll  wweellll  ddiiggggeerrss  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  kkaacchheellllaa;;  
22..  iitt  aappppeeaarrss  tthhaatt  tthhee  kkaacchheellllaa  hhaass  aa  ssppeecciiaall  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  iinn  ccaassee  ooff  aannyy  
aacccciiddeenntt  wwhhiillee  ddiiggggiinngg  aa  wweellll;;  
33..  iitt  aappppeeaarrss  aass  wweellll  tthhaatt  tthhee  ttiittllee  iiss  ffoorr  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  BBoorrnnoo..  

1188..  BBootthh  tteerrmmss  aarree  ggiivveenn  bbyy  LLuukkaass  ((11993377));;  ssoo  aass  aa  ttyyppee  ooff  wweellll  wwaass  nnoott  mmeennttiioonneedd  bbyy  
MMoodduu  BBaarraammmmaa  aallssoo  nnoott  kkooffaarraa..  TThhee  llaatttteerr  oonnee  wwaass  mmeennttiioonneedd  bbyy  IIbbrraahhiimm  WWaallaadd..  

1199..  NNAAKK  MMaaiipprrooff  22771166  
2200..  RReecceenntt  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ssuuggggeesstt  sseettttlleemmeenntt  aaccttiivviittiieess  aass  bbootthh  ssiitteess  ooff  

LLeerrggaamm  aanndd  GGaammbbaarruu  --  aanndd  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  GGaammbbaarruu  --  ffeeaattuurree  aa  ssccaatttteerr  ooff  ppoottsshheerrddss  
wwhheetthheerr  ccoonnccuurrrreenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  hhaabbiittaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rrooyyaall  ccoommppoouunndd  oorr  nnoott..  ccff  
SSEEIIDDEENNSSTTIICCKKEERR,,  11998833,,  11999911,,  ffiieellddnnootteess  11999922  

2211..  TThhee  wwaallllss  ooff  tthhee  bbiirraannee  ooff  HHaauussaa  llaanndd  aarree  ppaarrttllyy  oorr  eevveenn  ttoo  aa  ggrreeaatteerr  ppaarrtt  bbuuiilltt  
wwiitthh  ttuubbaallii,,  tthhee  ccoonnee--sshhaappeedd  ssuunn--ddrriieedd  bbrriicckk..  

2222..  TThhee  tthhrreeee  ssttrruuccttuurreess  oorriiggiinnaattee  ffrroomm  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppeerriiooddss  ooff  BBoorrnnoo  hhiissttoorryy..  WWhhiillee  
GGaazzaarrggaammoo  aanndd  GGaammbbaarruu  aarree  rruuiinnss,,  tthhee  ppaallaaccee  iinn  MMaacchhiinnee  iiss  ssttiillll  uusseedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMaaii  
MMaacchhiinnaammaa,,  wwhhoossee  aanncceessttoorrss  ssuuppppoosseeddllyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  vvaassssaall  kkiinnggss  ttoo  tthhee  SSaayyffaawwaa..  
HHeennccee  tthhee  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  uussee  tthhee  MMaacchhiinnaa  ppaallaaccee  aass  aann  iinntteerrpprreettaattiivvee  mmooddeell  ffoorr  tthhee  
uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  aarrcchhiitteeccttuurraall  rreemmaaiinnss  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  ootthheerrss..  

2233..  ccff..  SSEEIIDDEENNSSTTIICCKKEERR,,  11998800;;  ccff..  SSEEIIDDEENNSSTTIICCKKEERR  eett  aall..,,  11998822  
2244..  FFiieellddnnootteess  
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2255..  TThhiiss  ccoouulldd  rraatthheerr  ssuuggggeesstt  ttoo  ttrreeaatt  tthhee  eennttiirree  ccoommpplleexx  nnoott  uunnddeerr  aarrttiissaann  wwoorrkk  bbuutt  
uunnddeerr  aa  ssoorrtt  ooff  ffaaccttoorryy  ssyysstteemm..  IItt  iiss  iinncclluuddeedd  hheerree  aass  bbrriicckk  iinndduussttrryy  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aa  
""cchhaarraacctteerr  ffoossssiill""  ooff  BBoorrnnoo  ccuullttuurree  hhiissttoorryy..  

2266..  TThheessee  wweerree  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrkkeerrss  ooff  bbrriicckkyyaarrdd  aass  ttaallaaggaa,,  ccoommmmoonneerrss..  TThhee  
wwrriitteerr  ccaannnnoott  rreessiisstt  tthhee  tteemmppttaattiioonn  ttoo  iinntteerrpprreett  tthhiiss  ssttaatteemmeenntt  aass  aa  rreefflleexx  ooff  aa  
rreemmoottee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  aa  oonnccee  eexxcclluussiivvee  ooccccuuppaattiioonn..  

2277..  OO''BBRRIIEENN,,  11996699,,  eessttiimmaatteess  tthhaatt  ooff  110000..000000  bbrriicckkss  oovveerr  5500  %%  aarree  uunnddeerrffiirreedd  aanndd//oorr  
bbrreeaakk  wwhheenn  ddrryy  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  ffiirriinngg..  

2288..  FFiieellddnnootteess,,  11997788  
2299..  IInn  rreecceenntt  yyeeaarrss  ttwwoo  mmooddeerrnn  bbrriicckkyyaarrddss  hhaavvee  ooppeenneedd  nnoorrtthh  ooff  YYeerrwwaa..  BBrriicckkyyaarrddss  

aanndd  bbrriicckkffiieelldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  llooccaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  vvaalllleeyy  ooff  tthhee  BBaaggaazzuummee,,  ssoouutthh  ooff  YYeerrwwaa..  
3300..  SSEEIIDDEENNSSTTIICCKKEERR  eett..aall..,,  ZZaarriiaa  AArrcchhaaeeoollooggyy  PPaappeerrss,,  vvooll  IIVV,,  11998822::1155  
3311..  NNAAKK  SSNNPP  77  11009900//11991111  
3322..  SSEEIIDDEENNSSTTIICCKKEERR,,  11997766  
3333..  ccff  JJAANNSSEENN,,  11998822::5544  
3344..  FFiieellddnnootteess  
3355..  SSeeiiddeennssttiicckkeerr  eett..aall..,,  ZZaarriiaa  AArrcchhaaeeoollooggyy  PPaappeerrss,,  vvooll..  IIVV,,  11998822::1155  
3366..  LLuukkaass  ((11993377))::  

nnjjee  ttaannddoommaa  ((==  nnjjeemmaa))      tthhee  ppootttteerr;;  
bbaazzaamm  ttaannddoommaa  ((==  bbaazzaammmmaa)),,  bbaazzaamm    hhiigghh  vveesssseell  ooff  ccllaayy  ttoo  kkeeeepp    
            ccoorrnn  aanndd  aallssoo  ffuurrnnaaccee;;  
bbeejjii  ttaannddoommaa,,  bbeejjii        mmaatt..  

3377..  NNAAKK//SSNNPP  77  11002244//11990088;;  NNAAKK//SSNNPP  77  44118888//11990088;;  PPaallmmeerr  hhaadd  sseenntt  bbuuiillddeerrss  ffrroomm  
KKaattssiinnaa;;  tthhee  ootthheerr  ssoouurrccee  mmeennttiioonnss  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  bbeeiinngg  ccoommpplleetteedd  bbyy  mmiidd--11990088  bbyy  
bbuuiillddeerrss  ffrroomm  KKaattaagguumm..  

3388..  TTeeggeettmmeeiieerr,,  oopp..  cciitt..  
3399..  TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccaattttllee  ggiivveenn  ffoorr  FFeezzzzaann  iiss  iinn  ddooccuummeenntt  334499  wwhhiicchh  iiss  nnoott  ccoonnggrruueenntt  

wwiitthh  jjaannggaallii  aanndd  ttoottaall  ssuumm..  IItt  mmuusstt  rreeaadd  4499  rraatthheerr..  
4400..  TThhee  ssoouurrccee  ddooeess  nnoott  mmeennttiioonn  aannyy  eessttiimmaattee  ooff  aann  aannnnuuaall  iinnccoommee  bbuutt  tthhee  ttaaxx  wwhhiicchh  

wwaass  ddrraawwnn  ffrroomm  tthhee  tthhrreeee  mmeerrcchhaannttss,,  nnaammeellyy    LL  88,,----..  TToo  aapppprreecciiaattee  tthhee  eexxttrreemmee  
wweeaalltthh  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ssiiggnniiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhiiss  aammoouunntt,,  aatttteennttiioonn  ccoouulldd  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  aa  lliisstt  ooff  
eessttiimmaatteedd  mmaaxxiimmuumm  aannnnuuaall  iinnccoommee  ooff  11994444,,  NNAAKK//MMaaiipprrooff  33006644::  ooff  6688  ddiiffffeerreenntt  
ooccccuuppaattiioonnss  oonnllyy  2288  hhaadd  aann  iinnccoommee  oovveerr  LL  88,,--..  

4411..  IInn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  11990022  aa  ccaarraavvaann  ffrroomm  KKaawwaarr  aarrrriivveedd  aatt  MMoonnggoonnuu,,  SSNNPP  1155//11  BBoorrnnoo  
RReepp..  nnoo..  33,,  aanndd  aabboouutt  11990044  AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR  ((11990077::226699))  rreeppoorrttss  aa  ttrraaddee  ccaarraavvaann  iinn  
MMaaiidduugguurrii..  

4422..  NNAAKK//SSNNPP  1155//11  
4433..  TTEEGGEETTMMEEIIEERR,,  oopp..  cciitt..  
4444..  AAbboouutt  sseevveenn  EEuurrooppeeaann  ttrraaddee  ffiirrmmss  hhaadd  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  ttwweennttiieess  sseettttlleedd  iinn  oorr  aapppplliieedd  

ffoorr  ttrraaddiinngg  pplloottss::  NNiiggeerr  CCoommppaannyy  LLttdd..;;  PPaatteerrssoonn,,  ZZoocchhoonniiss  aanndd  CCoo..;;  AA..JJ..  
TTaannggaallaakkiiss  aanndd  CCoo..;;  LL..  AAmmbbrroossiinnii;;  TTiinn  AArreeaass  ooff  NNiiggeerriiaa  LLttdd..;;  GG..BB..  OOlllliivvaanntt  aanndd  
CCoo..,,  LLttdd..;;  LLoonnddoonn  aanndd  KKaannoo  TTrraaddiinngg  LLttdd..  ((NNAAKK  MMaaiipprrooff  11009933))..  

4455..  TTEEGGEETTMMEEIIEERR,,  oopp..  cciitt..  
4466..  TTEEGGEETTMMEEIIEERR,,  oopp..  cciitt..  
4477..  BBeettwweeeenn  11990044  aanndd  11991100  mmoorree  tthhaann  1100..000000  ppiillggrriimmss  ppaasssseedd  tthhrroouugghh  BBoorrnnoo  PPrroo--

vviinnccee  oonn  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  ttoo  MMeeccccaa  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  aabboouutt  11..000000  rreettuurrnneedd  ffrroomm  
MMeeccccaa;;  ssiinnccee  11990077  aallll  wweerree  rreeggiisstteerreedd  iinn  YYeerrwwaa..  TThhee  nnuummbbeerr,,  pprreessuummaabbllyy,,  wwaass  
hhiigghheerr  aass  oonnllyy  tthhrreeee  AAnnnnuuaall  RReeppoorrttss  aanndd  oonnee  QQuuaarrtteerrllyy  RReeppoorrtt  ccoouulldd  bbee  ccoonnssuulltteedd..  
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4488..  AA  ssuurrvveeyy  ooff  ooccccuuppaattiioonnss  iinn  11997722  rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  wwhhiillee  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  hhaadd  iinnccrreeaasseedd  
ttoo  aabboouutt  115500..CCOOOO  aanndd  tthhee  ooccccuuppaattiioonnaall  ssppeeccttrruumm  cchhaannggeedd,,  tthhee  uullaammaa  ssttiillll  
ooccccuuppiieedd  1100  %%  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn;;  aauutthhoorr,,  uunnppuubblliisshheedd..  

 
NB. For the spelling of Kanuri names Lukas has been largely referred to. 
The author regrets that neither the Standard Kanuri Orthography nor the 
Dictionary of the Kanuri Language, both by Norbert Cyffer and John 
Hutchison, were at hand when final revision was under way. 
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