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A university endeavours to be a microcosm that reflects society as a whole. And 
what is more natural than the fact that celebrations also belong to the reality of life? 
The occasions for academic celebrations vary: celebrations arise from happy occa-
sions such as passing an exam or receiving a doctoral degree; but ‘celebrations’ in 
the form of symposiums and conferences are also held on sad occasions, such as 
when someone is torn from our midst. But no matter the occasion: an academic cel-
ebration always celebrates the Gordian knot of human being, education and knowl-
edge/science. And just as the famous ancient knot was tied to a post—that is to the 
shaft of a chariot—the life of Brigitte Haar played out primarily between two poles: 
between hiking and science, and in the latter between the interwoven lines of law 
and economics.

Long mountain tours—which took her to her limits—always had an enormous 
attraction for Brigitte Haar. These challenging hikes were more than mere leisure 
activity—for Brigitte Haar they were an energy source that never ran dry. And this 
was the energy that allowed her to also be immensely productive as a scientist.

Just as Brigitte Haar tested her personal limits during her mountain tours, she 
pushed limits on knowledge as a scientist, and as professor in Goethe University’s 
self-administration, she converted (international) borders into bridges. Brigitte Haar 
was a ‘border crosser’ with heart and soul, and in the most positive sense of the 
phrase.

I experienced this characterisation in the dedication Brigitte Haar brought to aca-
demic self-administration. She was committed, and she contributed to ‘her’ univer-
sity beyond the usual degree: she was Vice President of Internationalisation from 
2015 to 2018.

In 2004, Brigitte Haar accepted the appointment to Frankfurt am Main. She sub-
sequently held guest professorships at the University of Pennsylvania and Columbia 
Law School, where she was principal investigator of the Global Law in Finance net-
work. At Goethe University, the graduate school Law and Economics of Money and 
Finance was particularly dear to her heart, and she had every right to be proud of its 
acquisition, in which she was the driving motor. In addition, she was a member of 
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the House of Finance’s executive board beginning in 2009, and became a member of 
the scientific board of SAFE in 2012.

With her interests and personal characteristics, Brigitte Haar was predestined for 
the newly created department ‘Internationalisation’: she was equipped with interna-
tional experience both personally and in her academic field. This gave her an inter-
national perspective from the bottom up when she was Vice President. From the per-
spective of the Executive Board—the top-down perspective—she had her eye on the 
specifically decentral structure of our university and allowed the faculties complete 
freedom of design, relying on incentives rather than requirements.

Brigitte Haar was educated in law (Volljurist), and she embodied this in the best 
sense: her sentences were well-considered, her use of language was accurate. The 
committee work in academic self-administration lives precisely from plausible and 
well-considered views being put forward emphatically. And we all know that—and 
how—determined Brigitte Haar could take a position and set limits: you had to 
argue with her—but always knowing that it was a striving together that had the goal 
of shaping Goethe University together. The university process of shaping opinion 
and policy depends on rule-following combatants of this kind, so that each person’s 
opinion can be developed in discourse through pros and cons.

Brigitte Haar’s agenda as Vice President for Internationalisation was not only 
characterised by the idea of representation, but by her high ethical standards and her 
sense of the common good. She implemented the latter by creating opportunities 
for others to share responsibility. A perfect example of this are the diplomat mati-
nees that Brigitte Haar created: by inviting, for example, the consulate generals from 
France, Brazil and Mexico to correspondingly selected country-specific events, she 
brought Goethe University into play as diplomatic actor: ‘science diplomacy’.

Above all, however, Brigitte Haar was crucial as impulse-giver for the continuing 
networking of our university: for example, by further developing central strategic 
partnerships from previous executive boards. She organised events with Goethe Uni-
versity partners (University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia University, University of 
Birmingham, University of Toronto and University of Tel Aviv) and extended these 
programmes with internationally visible events that acted as beacons—such as the 
Frankfurt Summer Academy on Global Justice.

Brigitte Haar’s understanding as Goethe University Vice President is best for-
mulated by herself: ‘For me, internationalisation means […] that all actors, and the 
administration in particular, conceive of internationalism as a necessary dimension 
of their actions’ (Brigitte Haar). We called this ‘internationalisation mainstreaming’.

Brigitte Haar was a perfect fit in the Executive Board precisely because the bor-
ders between Brigitte Haar the jurist, the scientist and the discourse partner were 
fluid. We thank her!
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