INSECTA
MUNDIL..........

0674

Correction of the priority of Macraspis concoloripes (Blanchard, 1851)
over 1ts subspecies Macraspis concoloripes ratcliffi Soula, 2005
(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Rutelinae: Rutelini: Rutelina)

Auke J. Hielkema
Curitibastraat 46A, Beni’s Park
Paramaribo, Suriname

Date of issue: December 7, 2018

CENTER FOR SYSTEMATIC ENTOMOLOGY, INC., Gainesville, FLL



Auke J. Hielkema
Correction of the priority of Macraspis concoloripes (Blanchard, 1851) over its
subspecies Macraspis concoloripes ratcliffi Soula, 2005 (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae:

Rutelinae: Rutelini: Rutelina)
Insecta Mundi 0674: 1-3

ZooBank Registered: urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:65F2DCC3-371A-48D0-A393-30BED5553CEB

Published in 2018 by

Center for Systematic Entomology, Inc.
P.O. Box 141874

Gainesville, FL. 32614-1874 USA
http://centerforsystematicentomology.org/

Insecta Mundi is a journal primarily devoted to insect systematics, but articles can be published on any non-marine
arthropod. Topics considered for publication include systematics, taxonomy, nomenclature, checklists, faunal works,
and natural history. Insecta Mundi will not consider works in the applied sciences (i.e. medical entomology, pest
control research, etc.), and no longer publishes book reviews or editorials. Insecta Mundi publishes original research
or discoveries in an inexpensive and timely manner, distributing them free via open access on the internet on the date
of publication.

Insecta Mundi is referenced or abstracted by several sources, including the Zoological Record and CAB Abstracts.
Insecta Mundi is published irregularly throughout the year, with completed manuscripts assigned an individual
number. Manuscripts must be peer reviewed prior to submission, after which they are reviewed by the editorial board
to ensure quality. One author of each submitted manuscript must be a current member of the Center for Systematic
Entomology.

Guidelines and requirements for the preparation of manuscripts are available on the Insecta Mundi website at
http://centerforsystematicentomology.org/insectamundi/

Chief Editor: David Plotkin, insectamundi@gmail.com
Assistant Editor: Paul E. Skelley, insectamundi@gmail.com
Head Layout Editor: Robert G. Forsyth

Editorial Board: J. H. Frank, M. J. Paulsen, Michael C. Thomas
Review Editors: Listed on the Insecta Mundi webpage

Printed copies (ISSN 0749-6737) annually deposited in libraries

CSIRO, Canberra, ACT, Australia

Museu de Zoologia, Sdo Paulo, Brazil

Agriculture and Agrifood Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada

The Natural History Museum, London, UK

Muzeum 1 Instytut Zoologii PAN, Warsaw, Poland

National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan

California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA, USA

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Gainesville, FL, USA
Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, IL, USA

National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, USA
Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences, Saint-Petersburg, Russia

Electronic copies (Online ISSN 1942-1354, CDROM ISSN 1942-1362) in PDF format

Printed CD or DVD mailed to all members at end of year. Archived digitally by Portico.

Florida Virtual Campus: http://purl.fcla.edu/fcla/insectamundi

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Digital Commons: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/insectamundi/
Goethe-Universitat, Frankfurt am Main: http://nbn-resolving.de/urn/resolver.pl?urn:nbn:de:hebis:30:3-135240

Copyright held by the author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Com-
mons, Attribution Non-Commercial License, which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and re-
production in any medium, provided the original author(s) and source are credited. http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Layout Editor for this article: Robert G. Forsyth


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

INSECTA
MUuUNDI 0674: 1-3 2018

Correction of the priority of Macraspis concoloripes (Blanchard, 1851)
over its subspecies Macraspis concoloripes ratcliffi Soula, 2005
(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Rutelinae: Rutelini: Rutelina)

Auke J. Hielkema
Curitibastraat 46A, Ben1’s Park
Paramaribo, Suriname
auke_hielkema@yahoo.co.uk

Abstract. The priority of the name Macraspis concoloripes (Blanchard, 1851) over the name Macraspis ratcliffi
Soula, 2005 (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: Rutelinae: Rutelini: Rutelina) is restored.

Key words. Principle of Priority, Anticheirina.

Introduction

After solving a number of nomenclatural issues in Hielkema (2017), I have found an additional error
in the subfamily Rutelinae. This problem needs to be fixed, in order to prevent its further dissemination
through my forthcoming checklist on the Scarabaeoidea of the Guianas. After contacting some of the
leading experts on Neotropical Rutelinae (i.e. Jameson, Moore and Seidel) to confirm that this issue
had not yet been resolved in a publication that escaped my attention, I wrote the present paper. Rather
than just correcting the error, I have attempted to also present some of the nomenclatural history of
the relevant taxon names.

Materials and Methods

To prevent the creation of new errors in this paper, I have checked all original names, dates and
page numbers in copies of the original descriptions. The relevant articles of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 2012) were then used to identify and solve the actual problem.

History and correction of the priority of Macraspis concoloripes (Blanchard,
1851) over its subspecies Macraspis concoloripes ratcliffi Soula, 2005

Linnaeus (1758: 350) describes the species Scarabaeus chrysis from India. In Linnaeus (1767: 551)
he corrects the type locality to America australi [= South America]. Olivier (1789: 75) describes Cetonia
lucida from Guadeloupe and refers on the following page to Linnaeus’ S. chrysis as C. chrysis. Fabricius
(1792: 131) also mentions both names under Cetonia. Dejean (1837: 171), assigning both names to
Fabricius, places them in Macraspis MacLeay (1819: 156). They are also mentioned as M. chrysis and
M. lucida by Ohaus (1918: 54, 55; 1934: 153, 154), and Blackwelder (1944: 241, 242). Landin (1956: 10)
states that M. chrysis (Linnaeus, 1758) and M. lucida (Olivier, 1789) are synonymous, and that the M.
chrysis mentioned by Olivier (1789) and several other authors is actually a different species, which he
proceeds to name M. pseudochrysis. Machatschke (1972: 70, 72) seems to have been unaware of Landin’s
action, and instead continues to refer to both taxa as M. chrysis and M. lucida.

Blanchard (1851: 205) describes the species Antichira concoloripes from Bolivia. The species is
mentioned under its original name by Waterhouse (1881: 536) and then as M. concoloripes by Ohaus
(1918: 55; 1934: 153), Blackwelder (1944: 241) and Machatschke (1972: 71). Soula (1998: 44) changes
its status and places it as a subspecies of M. pseudochrysis Landin, 1956, forming M. pseudochrysis
concoloripes. By doing so, he disregards the Principle of Priority as mentioned in Article 23.3.1 of the
ICZN (2012), which states that “Priority of the name of a nominal taxon is not affected by elevation or
reduction in rank of the taxon within the family group, genus group or species group [Arts. 36, 43, 46],



2 ¢ INSECTA MUNDI 0674, December 2018 HIELKEMA

nor by any mandatory change in suffix of a family-group name consequent upon change in rank [Art.
34].” This incorrect combination is mentioned again in Soula (2003: 44).

Soula (2005: 375) describes M. ratcliffi from Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela. On the following
page, he moves the subspecies M. pseudochrysis concoloripes to M. ratcliffi, creating the new
combination M. ratcliffi concoloripes. Again, this violates Article 23.3.1. Due to this action, M.
pseudochrysis would have been restored to a species without subspecific taxa if it had not been for M.
pseudochrysis chaparensis, which Soula describes on page 377 of the same paper. In Soula (2011: 83)
the combination M. pseudochrysis concoloripes is used again, this time in a subscript to a photo of a
teratological specimen. It has become apparent from Soula’s various publications (e.g. Soula 1998, 2002,
2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010) that he often appears to forget his previous nomenclatural actions, and
this may be another one of those instances. In Ratcliffe et al. (2015: 199) the subspecies is mentioned
again, but this time in accordance with the Principle of Priority as M. concoloripes ratcliffi. However,
this latter publication does not contain a formal correction of Soula’s failure to follow the rules of the
ICZN. The issue stays also unmentioned in Moore et al. (2014), which otherwise takes care of many of
the errors made by Soula in his treatments of the “Anticheirina” (now part of the subtribe Rutelina). A
formal correction thus still needs to be made.

Given the remaining incorrect subspecific name M. ratcliffi concoloripes, 1 hereby invoke Article
23.3.1 to formally correct this name to M. concoloripes ratcliffi.

According to Soula (1998: 44), M. concoloripes concoloripes is exclusively known from Bolivia and
Peru, and according to Soula (2005: 375), M. concoloripes ratcliffi is only recorded from the island of
Trinidad and the neighboring Venezuelan state of Delta Amacuro.
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