=L ILIE

Yol 15 o 1} = Decemiser 200

.=='"I"

" -

GACB Gonrf

DUBAT NATURAL HISTORY GROLUP
PO Box U234, Dwhai, 1nised Arah Finivatsa

Members’ News

Qut and about in the
Emirates ahd Oimarn

Cangratulaticng and thanks o Geatff
Coeson for sharing with 1= hig e
pot Jond  speciron] o ledpard
drepp engs Iiome Ihe surmmil ridge af
Pabel Warn, averlcoking  Oiaka.
Thiz is more than mesl pecple aver
sa= of the Arab'an lsopard. Lecpard
dropaings wera reportad fror the
Fame ares four years ogo by Bar-
bara Coudray. The commanding
wviews rnay make this spol a favour-
g we i rnan ancl beasi alike.

Commlittee member and Saasnsll
Recorder Dr Sandy Fowlar rocanly
velebrazed tha big "5-0-0" — the
SC0th cetenmingd enly i his UAE
saashell colleddion, Sandy Is char-
Acleristically modest about thie ol-
lecticn, and frets more aboul e
spec'mens thet remain unident fied,
=5 well as those that remain 1o be
feund. However, ha ceabrated by
caing eut ghd  collecting  nurmbar
BT,

For the Matknz' Day weskend,
Geoff Cosgon and Gary Feulnar
joined forces far a lock "underneath”
South Eastern Adabia, al ibe Fre-
cambran rogks that underle the Je-
bel Akhdar In Ornan. Taese includs
glacial asdimania fomred some GG
mlllion years agle when A-abin wes
siludisd near tha Sauth Pale, as well

g limaslees Tomned by layered al-
oAl heads called stromatolltes, in-
dicative af a wamar climata. Al of
these rocks were deformed, upllited,
vroded anc then submercad ard
covered some M0 millen years
latzr by tha hick carbonates of 1ha
Johel Akhdar, cousins 1o ke rocks
of the Wusandam Hemnsdla.  Ah
addilienal wesskend etiractic wes &
vigit to an eyde-llke Bul 1dyllc moun-
Lain village willl grepe arbours, dets,
fig, peach, pamegranale and aprical
treas, as well as beans, anigns Bnd
radiahes, Their gulde for tha week-
crd wax Samir Hanngs Field Guide
to the Geology of Cman.

Volunteers Needeq!

A aumber of Commtee mambers
will ba retiirg aary in the New Yesr
and wa g3l nead woluntsars 1o re-
place tnem, al or before the Annual
Gonc-al Mesling in March 2001,
Among the positions that will he
ceming opan ara Treasurer end
Mewsletler Editor, We slzo continue
o need & secord Fied Trip Goordi-
natar. If ymi hawva an interast in
thess or any clker Commlitee posi-
lisris, ar if yau wish 1o digcuss the
possibility, pleazc contact  elhar
LChaimman Gary Faufner, Wice Chair-
man Valens Cnalners. or e rala-
wanl Comniltes Tember.

The DMNYG has funesicned as wall

Es it hes becsuas the work hes
bcen skared and ceesyone nes
dana hiethar part. For geveral years
wee h2nve had 180 of mors paid
membe-ships, amounting o some
228 indhvduals. Thig is &0 incicaticon
that we gra daing Fings thal peaple
T In'eresling, @ppea ing and walo-
abte,

Wour help is needed in order to allow
the group o conlinue s curtenat
lovpi of scbwlias 7d b swpene
them gorsistent with member inter
gesl. The grewap will aleays be what
we neke of . Ideas are ever wel-
cowmie, bul Lhes time z2nd e*forl af vol-
untegrs are necessary 1o see themn
thraugh.
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This manth's
Contributors

The Editor would ke Lo thank
the following For thelr reports:

Feter Cunndngham
Or Reze khean
Gary Feuner

Or Eancy Fowler
Crriglinge Mamayr




Field Trips etc ...
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Jebal Rawdah Hike
Friday 5 January

Helern Ernery's hiko will ba up Jabel
Rawdah. The hike iz demanding
and wil” Invalve sorarmdling over Lig
boulders. 1 will be hot 83 fhere 18 no
wind In tha guiley muin. Participarts
neac to ba phygically fit, Tew 2 =
.8 lire  bottles of walcr, hat, sun
latinn, and waar good boats.

Maeding @t the Hilon covared car
par< at £3dam snarg. Pleasa noba
that pecple shiuld be early as Helan
Wl rat walt,

A beginner's guide to
the Fish Soug
Friday 12 January

Ale you unsJre what 1o buy? Do you
rasd help  edeating recipes 1o maks
Lge of local flsh? Ade you paying the
rght price? Ceama zlong and see
what's on offer and how beet o buy.

wviest ai Mary' s nousa ai §.30am For
caffeq ared axghange of recipes, o
at the Fish Saug at 5.30am. Contact
Mary Boardweod on 04 - 423546
amail: miksmansDemirsias, nel.ae

Canoeing in the Man-
qroves at Khor Kalba
Friday 26 January

Cr Reze Khan haa kindly sgreed ta
accempany 8 aanly o Khor Kalka
whera the company Dezer Rangarg
provide  canges to explora he marn-
grovas. Or Khan is the aulbar  af
Indigrnnus trees of the UAE an4 the
curatar of Dubai foo. He has a
wealth of knowledge and enthusl-
a=ni For all aspects of natural his-

tary.
Caontact Mary Beardwecd 04
34226546 or Fi Skennarpn 05}
S2MLE to slgn up. Casl 190
dirhams par perman which inducgs
3oft drinks aqd use of  carao for ap-
praximataly 3 hours. Trip limited ba
Al pAnale. Payment musl he made
in agdvance.  Meoting plase: Fujairh
Hilban &.30em or Khor Kelba 10am.

Wadi Nature Walk
Friday 19 January

Fary Feulner will lead a ful-day ra-
ture we'k in & wadi in the Hejar
Memintans.  Builable o cocigolks
novices.  Eleration ghapge will be
amall but there ase oo Lizis e
groumd & oten rough B8nd un|wvan
underfoot, and patelpants will b
on Joot for up fo & howrs.  Bring
boats or swidy shoes, minimem 3
Iras ot weater, knch, hat, =un
cream, camera, binoculars, and
hand lans, etz 4WD preferred.

Dapart Duaai F.00sm sharp. eati
mates] relurn ©.3:30pn.  Maxinurnm
20 peeple. Far further infonmnation,
slgn-up and loglslics, see Gary at
the Jan 14 DNHG mesting or tele-
ohone: 330 3800 (offlec) or S08-
5570 (horme).

Mew Site for Rare Pond
Bnail

Bul nus wrigatl s the rarest of tha
UAE's neliva frashwigter snaila, It
represents a genus Lhal mray have
originaled in Arebia, although it is
now cenfred In Affka. It has at
tractad pariculear etention because
the genus I5 a potentlal host for
schistzeoma parasitee and B
wriight Itzalf & susceptibla to most
achistggame strains. Az a result, it
5 uged hor medical ressans: peci-
menz warg pollected for this pur-
peea in Seplembar from one ol beo
known sltes In i-e rmorthern Halar
P Lztirs.

Contidetally, a third sile was dis-
covergd in the Ru'us Al-libal anby
last month, in Wadi Megab, just
witkin the berders of the UAE, by @
daterminad DNHG perty consisting
of Barbara Couldrey, Mick Hepher,
Pater Gurningrem erd Gary Feul-
ner, The =ite & a3 ng poot copved
in badmck. mare than 2 matres
deep wiren full, but now reduced to
A sinall grawvel poddles e size of g
drinking cup. Shalls, byt po live
snalls, were found.

Faport by Gary Faufer

Clam shrimps found at
Hatta, too

Mally Meluprrie of the ENHGQ in
Abur Dhabi swac oor roports i the
Gaze le sbout olem gonmps being
foung irs rmourtain pools aller rocent
raina in the mguniaina ME of &-fn.
Whi.o shewing of tha Hatta area 1o
wisitors, Mally manzaged 1o find more
clam shvlmps a0 o smal eanemeral
aonl in sift beside tha main wadi, just
oekey Hatta wllage.  Although oac
mazy question Mally's jucgment 33 a
tur guide, s ubesur valitd ) seloods
Fe known -ange of ihese arganisms
loca Iy [i- is the norlFarnmas: repart]
and repsws the guestion wheher
lhe arrival of clarm shrimps is reeenl,
or whether ghoersers hawve been
mlselng them all hase years. Thay

were first reported from  Jebel
Hafest In 1432
Qur Next
Speaker

Gary Feulnar has boan Chairman of
the Crubal Matural History Group
gince Merch 1985, A lawyer By pro-
fesglen, hie has an acsdemic back-
ground in nelural scienca (geclogy
ang blolagyd anc has doe geolagic
field work n Maly, Zambis ard Ec-
uador. Since 1996 he has been a
ragular waakend and halicay as-
plorer cof the UAE, 3fons In the
maunteing, deesrts and, i reoanl
veers, the khors and mangrave
swamps, Ha hes published articles
on various aspects of the flem,
faune and gaoclogy of t1e Em rales,
Ine ueling  countrywlde  surveys o
wadi fizk and freshwatar £nails. ard
has reported a number of panis
and anmals raw e UAE,
amnnn ke wid alive treas and
varleus  athor  mountain plants,
freshwatar snails, fish e1d damsel-
Tlles.

Il
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Field Clips ......

Hajar Mountain Mature

Hike

Ta ayr chesman's clsappalntmeand
Lhis nalurd like was more hike than
natdre, because the scaleioml shiwa-
ars in 3eptamber and Qetober wers
net erough to make a great differ-
anca o tha plant lifa in many eress,
The plants may be dusicd off, but
most are not rewivad.  The hiking
area sgemed o have recohod only
a skl of rain. Cne of the few
planta =ren in flower  wag  tho
lavancer, Lavandula setrmuda, which
fallws g airelegy of "fidng” ts rew
of buds anu-zl-a-tima, sa there's al-
wgyd B blogaom - but oller only
wne: - on displaiy. Ancther was a8 Fone
spegimen of tne wispy mountain
merning ghary, Comealvuiug wingatls
pehaps fooied by b rgin, which
Aimad ihres or four white, funnel-
sheped flowers ‘cwards the sun.

Al iha sisrt of ihe hike wes 3 natural
spring ard pod which provivus fied
frips hava visttad amidst lusk yege-
tatign of Olgandels, wadl gress,
reeds and -ushes.  Sachy, all this
had been cul and burned 1o facilitale
Lhe: consinuction of 8 concrete cls-
tarn. used as a wales supply for naw
maniations, some bwo o kitan-etres
downalrear. & few tcads had su--
vived the costraction, but apparently
o wadi fish.

=rory dheir goal on the summit ar
Jebel Bulaydzh, Lhe growp could see
the surreunding ared, Incladig L
Masaq, the Masafi-Fujgsirah Roac
and ire plantatlons springing up
dlong it, the whis metemophic
rocks ta the morth, the profila of Je-
bl Masali. On top of Jebel Bulay
dzh a lone dragonfly pald & visil, the
rpaa-tropical Globe Skimmer
{Pantale Aevescens), a strong m-
grant.

Frorm ihe  ridge-top  peturn route
there were distant views ol o groap
of four large, soering raptors, AN a
guess, based on colour petem,_ thay
wera prabebly BEooted Eagles.

To Gary's yreat surprisa, ang of the
mesl popular  photo opaonunitlos
seermed [0 De e murmy of s dasd
darikey. sl resting fia bead on 5

ara5sy pllow.

This was & rgorous hlke where Ue
agseent seemed Lo g0 on for ever
ard tha initiel descent on koge
skree was porhaps a lel fastcr than
planmed. It mghl have been eagler
o 2t on o l2mgo cushlon and slida
dawm.  Zvanyooe enjoyed the day,
and probably had dhe bast nighls
slaap this yaarl

il rmantion goes to Gary Feul-
ner for ignonng the moans  and
drazd behine lim, Richard Dannis
far tha meat spring I his slep (wilh
Alan Bueh as a runner-up, 81 lgast
downhill], Salah A Halvan for Lhe
brogt shortcute, Paul Callaghan far
the lencest nap at lunzh, Saye
Hardan for the mast sbdish hat, and
"Iran Mike® | origan for best stovgel-
g, with his racollactions of DNAG
fald fripa past,

Foport hy Sary Feutrar with a litfie
halp frone the editar

Blue-tailed lizard drinking
water

Wite e our in Wadi Wurayyah ear-
ligr thiz vear. We drove oor SND
vehitle wp 1o the end of the wadi
battarn track, past the walerfall. 1t
was 0 in #a moming when we
stanied ooking far signs of animels
and naoling the plant cover of the
area arcund. A most the anlira
vagetation cover of the srea was dry
parnirg o few Taphrosia, Gy nacas-
pus and Euphaorbia lanica, Reed and
grass specles grow aleng the wadi
whwra  there wag wewer around.
Dyverophytum Indicum loavas bad 2
full lzyer of wax and when we re-
merved i he leaf appeared britta.

Meat of the wadl was dry excopl for
Mg particnz whera the waci Rad min
deep trough a very nartny gorge
Ihal 15 unappreachable from the 1op-
akle of the wadl At the ond of he
Track thare was a faidy big poal =till
raceiving lithe water from a fesbly
Towlng strearm. Thoru woers soeveral
‘cads but no ladpofes and many

wadi fish Samra bAreimias.  Thera
was alga a swanmm of walnlglg beo-
lles, divinyg beulas, dragonflies snd
larvas of both Leetes and dragon-
files, Mary snails had accumulzisd
on a8 me: of elgae, perily suberged
In the poal.

Gose W the pool sevaral pieces af
small reche remained  misplaced
due to e actwtios of humans or
wahicular movements. "Watar
seeped close to such sones. Wa
=dvr @ Blus-tailad lizard {Lacens
cyanural, & specses endamic Ly e
Hajgr Maundains, walking by ihe
aide of the poal. |t came clegs 1o
wne of the upturmed aiones, akwly
wend at ile side wrkera thora was jusl
& hit of water end =aamed to =ipl At
this firee | cou'd go wlhln a mels of
L& lizard. Afler = minute or =0 the
lizard staned mow ng @way from o
staha and litarally A from thare b
the steep gide of the wadl and cls-
Appeanad rampleloly.

When we first saw the lizard woe
theught it wes lacking o inseqs.
But this 13 not its vsual haunt lar
searching food, =8 it prefers dry
rocky areas, We followed It far avar
10 minutes when it covered more
tham S metres before reaching e
parlicular stone thet hed litla water
at ita bage,

The place fram where it dranki!} via-
ter was shadowad. So, ! could nol
e abaalutely aure that 1 was slp-
ping watcr. But the position | gat i
my picture reveals d was dalng
semething that could be similar to
drin<ing weater, Alga, tho way iL van-
izhad from the sita indizated Bl it
did ot come to the slde of tho pao
lBaking for fapd. Thie may =eem
unremarkable, but t 15 commeon r
dlid rungiun rapliles 1o satisfy al ar
rmast of their fluid needs from thelr
fond, without zctually drinking.  For
axampla, there are no reparted oa-
servations of mountain egamas or
geckag drinkirg water,

Rapart &y Or Reza Khan
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Email your reports o
griff@emirates. nef.ae,
{Ariaf 10 justified) or de-
tiver them on foppy disk at
monthly meeiings.

Land Snails in Fox Drap-
pings

Examining the contehts of ane of a
number of samplas gf Blanford's fox
dropplngs he'd collected frue wari-
aus mourtain sitas around the LAE,
Petar Cunninghen was sudpilsed
find no fewer than 2 amall (5mm)
land snail shels of taree different
spechas.  Peter hed never engoun-
tevd this phenarancn bafora, aor
hed a European expert who veas
censulbee.

T rras! kel mplanallen is that
the foxt hed gaten a prey specles or
ofher foed lkem as had o, Qe
ar bean washad into a patch of sqf
and debrrs where the tiny shells hac
bean weshed snd sccumulgted ea
flatsam, and thai the fex had con-
sumad the shelle inadveranty. 1L is
almast corarnly not anargy afficianl
far a “ox to seek out and consurae 5
mm  =nalls. Altarnatives  thaores
were not Izcking, however.  Shorly
thereafter, Stephcn Groon Tound a
small snail shall ceugqt im & hit af
halr from a deac gozl and sog-
gastad impishly that tha fox in ques-
fian mght have ealen a goat wilh
snails attached.

Infriguing thal ihe £nail shellz (rade
of calcium  carbonate, CaCoh
passed through the fox inlact,  This
was unepacted sinca celcium car-
bonate disselves readily In an ackl
eavironmeant lika that af e mammal-
izn digeallve fract, Peter Sunning-
hAam Sougpesls this may ba dus bo
the fox's shart d gestion tirme, imply-
Ingy a zart mesidonce ime in tha di-
gestve frect for material consurned.
Bulif the shells were nol dissolwed,
cauld the snails themsalves have
survved if thay Fad been ingested
alive? And if 53, ‘s this A patendially
snappreclaled mcans of dispersal

far land znailsT

Tha epizede Alsn sugges\ a funre
far forensle ma acolefdy. b was pos-
sibla b use the snei shealls to iden-
fify ihe coencerned fox drapolng as
hawving bean cellected in the Ru'as
Al-dibal (g3 canfimed by Peter's
netes), since bwe of the three sps-
das are ‘ound only there and rot
further eouth in the IIAE.

Rapart ty Gary Faclrar

"Springtime" in Oman

MNiational Day wasksnd saw Carr
Faulnar angd Geoff Cogaon hiking to
the tap of the Saig Platcau (2400m)
in tha egetem Jebel Akhdar, over-
locklng Lhe Ghubrah Bowl {Wedi
i atal} between Makhl and Ruslsg.
Thic area supporls permanent
sprs where the relatively porous
carbkinate racks af tha pletasu owar-
lie mpenreable older rocks. It also
hed hiealthy gulumn rmirs this year.

Thls was reflected in a wockend
counl gf 123 epecies of buttelies,
Inglading a Yol Pansy and abun-
dent Gianl Skippers and Desen Cr-
ange Tips. bolh species ramly seen
in the LME,

The steep, north-facing slopes 11-
Lida e bhawl. wiligra ey ara nod
vertics! Gliffs, support a verilable for-
il ol Imsds suck as wild olive or
wim (Qlea of. europseal, nins
[Sagoratia  spiciflera), boo:
(Marmathece buxifolia) and athers.
Thoy benefit, prosurmably. not enly
froen subsiface water but also fror
the shede of tha sacarpment.

On lop of the platezu the vegetstion
Iz much sparsar but the Jiaws ans
grand for 360 degrees, one can see
novth 1o re coast and Yast all the
wdy bo the radar doma atop Jebe
Shams, One floral constant at
higher slevations was tha hright yal-
o flowerng Euyops plnlfalus, &
tall woady mamber af the deisy ‘Em-
ily.

Repart by Gany Feulner

Backyard Terrarium

Fascinaled by an spidemic of am-
phishaerids {leqgless lizerds] v B
rcighbours vard afler moont rains,
Chrigtine Namaur saga-ghed har own
backyard and Wrmed up nol ealy an
amphizbaenid, but aleo  thread
shakas {Laptctyphlops spp. tuo
repliles that Inak li<e spaghedi).

Lnder recks, she found the small
Lol wary sucessful lilla sl Alle-
pesd gracilis, wrich can slao be
tound in grass ard on the baso aof
measy trees. The shell of A gragilis
i a 2l thin s3iral fyaically fram kS
ta 1.0 cm long, and the apertu-e is
U-shaped without ary lip, &live, the
shell ususlly appears lwia-tane -- pal-
oy In front and brgen at che Aip.
The aAnimaAl ilself is pala yallow. A
graclls 1s belleves to be a nallve of
the Mew Weld t-opics bat 5 now g
vasiopoliEn cesident of the ropics
znd subtropics worldwide, daa to
disparsal by wan and agriculu e, 1L
raquings Meigturg, bowswer, Ard ia
net faune in the wiid in tha UAE,

Chiisting's garden pond, whick filled
up aftar recent rairs, now Spors a
srall population of dragoefly larese,
Ard Adull dragonflias congregata n
viewr of the back pach. &he plans
to keep the pond ioopad up and
landscaped o she and e chlldien
can zontinua lo wach the action,
vihlch has e uded good examples
of mating, egg-laying and tamtoriel
behaviour.

Summer Palace Chal-
lenge "Le&ft" Open

The LIS presidantal race is eli open
ag af thls willllhg, and so 1 the chal-
lernge to find the upside-cawn lsft
ning print on he stucco wealls of the
Summed Palece camplas in Wadl
Hayl. Our "manual” recount -- by
axamialion hw  phisloyraphic owi-
dence -- shows that the tateat clair-
ants wara premature: the ooaside-
doawn pring they recoeded wag & right

hend prnl. nal g lsft.
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The veceaéers are no. ocossarly
soietific raerts in thier r|u:-.=:g_m1_-_‘-d
Tieleds, Toe Jact, most are nns. Dlnwe-
vevr. Ly are interested o bl
sdgzahle amsten? - plesss coacl
thera i vru bave any interasting re-

ordd ' dl LLKELLY,

The inentinn is that iafarmaton
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aaalie wlite, su new Cdorcelion
can b ghared sl ol o deaders.

—aHELL—
—REPORT—

Fieaae samd wour shell reparts
ta Sandy Fouwlar

Shefling Report October/
November 2000

Bard and | checked ool [Mamsg
beach on 2F Oclobor. L was ina
‘wanible stata. Sarbage evensvhers
and almest no shalls, Parlclz and
Habart Rezatli had the sams experi-
ence the week oefore 'We 1ef In
dizgqust atier 2 howrs.

| 1eporled corlier lakirgg @ shall from
& Khar Fakkan beach to the Mataral
IMalary Muzoum in June <Fis vear. |t
waps icartified 55 Ladrus jumi. &, nat
recorded befors in UAE wetars. ['ve
feund 3 mars aince, on the Same
besch, the l2test on Lhe JNHG fisld
trip of 10 Navember 2000.

Fiald Trip 10 November

A god] Wwenoul of skelling stalwarts
turrad up Bt the beadh narlh af Kaor
Fakkann, with an unucky bwvozoma
undgerred By & auneiute i Masafl
Weoahar concitions, s perfect tide
and a gaod mix of shels shoule
Fawe el avaryone collect at leasi 50
ciffaran: spRoies. | owas  Lcky
a; o find a spacinan ar Yalve
vidva praviaus v unresorded in Eaal-
ern &sabla,  Wilh buh onds af &
beach to gneck out she goouvp
qulckly fragmenicd, and | wasni
Abla ta check everyone's ‘inds wncl
widially. IF anyene wants help with
ientifigation, call me at herme arnd
I'l bves gfaet 1o 18lp i< cen.

| ehcckdd aul Hamriya beach this
monta. IE's an erasy d5-minnte drive
fram Dudhal. Thara was & good mix
of shalls (1 identified abo.at 4 sepa-
rate speces), and | was fescinulud
to sea Terehraliz embeddec in
rocks below L high waler mark. |5
thia why we're alil. finding ihem an
the: beaches¥  Are thoy irly cxtinct
within the Gul™r  The hunt for live
ones goes onl

Photograph of Volvg volug

Orne or two peonle have beas sa2k-
Ing o analher shall workshop.
wnere intereated shellers can ger
ogether &t my Nome,  camparns
findy, and mayhe gel thosa sl hbom
shells identifed. | pravislonally hope
tr hold one in esrly spring.  If yau
arg intereated cal me and put yedr
nama daw for it Pl contect you
when a date is flwed.

Repot iy Sand)y Fowiar
Bird Raporting

Calin Richardsan is chasing up bird
raparta to presare tha annugl Erir-
ates Bird Rosart and Lidy upy EBRC
filze. He would ba greteful i those
necgle, wha are cJt brdwsatching ar
8 regular hasis, would be preparec
to fll In famms reconding the blidsz
tnal they FAve nbeprved. Forms are
avallahle frorm our bid rocerdar M-
ch=al Catas — gontact number and
enal address can e bowd un iy
page.

UAE Caonsumes MNatural
Resources

According b local newspaper re-
parz, the LIAE was recenlly ranked
number hras in the worde in berrs
af ner capita resgurce Lse, 2fter the
Unilad Slatas avd Sngapara.  In
paricular, the LIAE was saic 1o have
A pzr ceapila weler wse ol 500 liles
[approximelaly 120 gallons} par dry.
Mo fgures were given for hew s
use i3 digdributed or far now much =
desalinatod water, o renewable ro-
aau-ce jbut ultimataly dependent for
onergy an coasumpillon of nen-
renewable hytrocarbans), wversus
unsustainable pomping o ground-
wizatar.




special report ...
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Tahr on Jebel Hafit

Dwwing a hike up to e surromit
wadi's rn Jabal Hafit during Oclobher
| witnessad a rare event that made
lha unugual heat for this ime of the
yieEr mine besrable. An adult male
lakr emerged unexpactedly cut of
gully Aaproximataly 100m shepd of
ma.  Recognizag It mmediataly |
knews how privileged | was o see
this rame gngulate in its nelu-el enwi-
ronemednk,

Beamlan Takr, Aerotragles Sydkan,
gre endemic to thae Arabien Penin-
2k and aceur N mountainous -
rein throughoct the eestern UAE
and rcithern Oman, from e
Musandam in the neth. 1o tha
mourtsing  bordering tie wWahiba
Sands in he sauth. The wellk 1w
Arablan exploner, Wired Thesigor,
first documented them from Jebel
Ha'il in "848 z2nd menlions  oar
heing requiarly huntec by locsl Bedu
during that time.  According o a
aludy corductad on this specisa in
Omar In he late 703, the Arablan
Tahr wotld popdation dd nat ex-
cepd 200 anmalg. A helicooter
survey of Jatal Hatit in 1280 eighlad
enly 5 animals Ouring the ¥z hey
were lhought ta be exdinct cn Jebsl
Haflt as no sightings were reported.
Confirned sightings ere infrequert
and Ly aru clesssiliod as “oitically
endangered” in tne UAE [i.e, "faciqyg
an agtrencly high ris< of estinclion
in the wild in the imrmedigte future®).

Thig lithe known gpackss ¢ n diregt
campetit an with domestlc z9d fareal
qoats far the avzilable food.  They
ara highly saleclve laaders mainly
utilizing the growth tips and fuits of
narsin sinubs. The carrying capao-
My af mountalng sJch 28 Jabel Hafil
is general ¥ law and ta eufre precs-
suie cf hunting [now llegal sithoagh
nat anforced) and excescive goal
numbers could lead o the demlse of
this spacias i the wild if somching
drastic iz not dane to pratect them,

The indivdwal | encoantered was
hipical of rralas of the specsias wilh
s well-developed forequarters,
prarinend fasial slips, thek slightly
curyed harn3  and  dark-brown
shaggy ueal [& praviaus sighling

had of 8 famak in the Centrel Hajar
Mountains had an overall slender
tulld and “alonde™ sppoarance].
Inifially it was unsware of me gz |
had the wind in my fz2eour. and Fad
approachad the rise | waa on wilh
opre, A% 3000 &3 | moved to gel my
carrera fram my beckpack it sensad
me ard lapec off - nat fleeing in
fear - up t1e mourtain towards
game inaccessible cliffs woene |
cauld not follewy. A3 | wes nat ex-
pecting W sumble upon 1ahr, | was
unarepared, it did evenhualy (after
havihg b change lenses o haste)
ged bwro photas af the Tghr just be-
fore It disappeared over e oiesl
Urfortunatahy the dstance invalved
as wel 33 midday lighting, did not
maka for 8 great photo and | Bm
mow tryng te get the subjest en-
largad. Although not detracting frem
the arctual encounter of obesarving
Tahr at such closa quarlers, ona
thing | dld however leara & [ al.
weys ba prepered For the unes-
pected - nest thinel

Remt iy Pater Cunmingham
DIEER P S e B

Factz about Bats

Orchid Awards

Grgham Gilse of Buckingharnshirg,
who was a regular at BNHG events
during his visite to study the dragan-
flles and damselfles of the UAE, s
glsa an archid fanciar. In tha UAS
he sought out Epipacts veralrifolis,
aur only orchid, end on recent tips
1o Cypius and Cznada he has done
more of the sama.

Ir. Canada he wazed noetic aver tha
Calypsa and Cyprizedium  onenios
and wrate of laving on the graund
under alaslic in e powiry @in D
phatagraph 8 magnificent displey of
hundreds of Aeethusa Inoan acld
bog. Hia Fori'udae paid ofl, es taa of
hls erch d phates fiem Canada and
Cyprus wan firets in the Handy O
chld Socleh’s anual competiion o
“zw weeska aga. These pholos can
now b seen on the soosety's weh-
Atta --

WK DOV dey o, oo iR O 5

Facts ahout Bats ‘

D wo kg

- Mearly 1000 kirde of bata sccount
far almost 3 quarter of sll mammal
species and most are highly bansfi-
igl.

- A single bat ean eatch op e 800
rnesqultees In Just 1 hour,

- Agripullirel planis sudh 85 ba-
rnanas, mangoees, dates and ceraln
figs redy on bats fior pollineton ard
seed dispersal

- EBagt drappinga in cewee a.ppart
whcle ccosyalems of unique argan
iar\e.

- Contrany 1o popular belief, el
ere rf Olind, do no: 2esoms aailan-
rfed 0 human hair, hite cnly ir 2eif-
dafenca, and saldom fransmit d:s-
egse fo Hher animz 8,

- Bats are sxcaplionally volnurable
to exlinctlon. n pat because ey
arg the s!owest reprodacing rream-
mals on esrth for their size with
mast producing enly o young per
Waar.

+ Canly gne secies af “wampire bal’
oocurs in south and Central Amer cs
and dora not auck Mncd, but ma sas
an incisln and then lape wp 1he
Hood,

- Wary litdy scignlilic werk has been
condueted o bats fron the LIAE
with only B specias ever rocordes]
altheugh o I suspected thal many
MGG May acour.

| am busy doing sorma wartk on bal
distrlbutlan in tne LUAE and wauld
app-ecieta infarmadian raggardirg e
follawng:

Bat roosts (i
celings, etc}
Bat getherings (i freguuardy used
fasding drdas ar where seen ofter)
Bat records (e, 16 MMoass-tailed
Bats saan racstng al Aboal Fot an
15 March 1999, ate.)

CEMASICIovasEesS

Ar informration regasding bals from
e UAE & neighbeuring Oman -
gas coulc ba ussldl. Ay dead
specimens and soulla, ete. could
alsn he wsed For idaentiflcation pue-
[OEDE.

Raport by Podor
poleminahes, et 5

Cunnirgnan
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name tal home tel offlce fax

Chaimnan Bary Foulver A0 BETO 320 2300 230 2850
mgaasged; 306 S3H

Viee Shairman Valerie Chalmers 30 451G na calls pls 33 37T

Trassure Feter Griffin 3894 0342 354 0342 38 3052
e.mail; gnffigemirates. net.ae

Membcrship Scorctary Fi Skannarton (E0-G243025 355 T180
z.mmall: skenne: [Eaiml dubai co.ae

Speaker Co-ordinator Betyl Comar 344 2243 344 7243
A.mail: comari@amirates .net.ase

Fieldtrip Co-ordinatar Mary Beardwond 342 2548 Add 0376
a.mail: mikemars@emirates net.ac

Flalatrip Cro-crtitalar Fi Skennertan 050524 2023 285 ME0
a4 I skennariidmkidubai.co.ee

Meswsletter Fditor Anna Grifin 394 0342 354 342 394 C352
emal; grifii@emiraies. net.ae

Pulr Ishar Feter van Amsterdam 7592519 334 by 291 654
Getr1ail pyarnaigem ralas. nat.ae

Librarian Deznno Whila 344 1510
g.mail: dguwhite@emireles. net.ae

Saes Assistan: Valunteer requlred

Chicf Enginoar James Pardoe PEE B 2T

Merber at Large Sardy Fowlar 244 2243 na cadls pls 344 2243

L R SO SRR S

Postrmasior Gail Gorgon 349 Gsva ¢ JUELERTH R

Merbarghip Assistant Barkara Haywird 304 BRI 255 0025 333 747G

Caralluma in Flower hea Beeq infroduced Ik a small num- DNHG Mamharship

Wik few exceatlohs, the showars
Lzt Fe'l arcund the LME ir Sep-
termlrer, Octaber and wanly Mowarr-
bar hava 5o far made litte waible
difference 1o the parched land-
scape.  It's nige lo repet, there-
fore, that ot least o fow Camslluma
argbice nave basn geen in Nower,
1 te east {by Goclf Coseon) and
wast (by Barbeia Couldray) of the
R'irs Alaival, G arabies |5 & suc-
culenl, lesfless milkweed that is
aasily mistaken for a cactus. The
inflweagece ie A glabular head of
many =inall, deep wins-rad flowears
which are said to smell ke roling
el

A secone Cordllurma spocies with
yellow fAawsrs 18 found cogasion-
ally in the zieq te the SW of Fujai-
rak.  Thers arge no troa cactimes
naliva ta the Cld Waodd, bl the
prickly pear cactus (Dpunlia sp)

b af synanthropic enviranmenta.

Snail Call

A ramindar,  especEly for new
mempers. pour unwanied  gedon
snails and elugs are wented for sgj-
entific study and an accounting of
the tar-satrial aneile of the LIAE, All
specimens will Lo gratefully  ae-
¢epted by Chairman {Sary Feulnar,
and confrbulers wil Bo kopt In-
formac of progress and pedigrees,
Subutban gardeas ars homa Lo sey-
aral native Arahian anmils, bt 380
o a numbor of Indraducad spedies.
The-e have already been & few sur-
prlses. Déwd shulls arg prafurred;
wig'll Fallow ug iF woutve got soone-
thing unuzual, IM: easy.  Jusl bag
‘crm and tag 'em! Pleasa ramambar
to record he localion and the habi
tat, as woll as yaur zme, 1he dabe,
a1d =ny remarks.

and Renewal

OMHG  membership remains: a3
bergain at Dhs 59 {singles or cou-
ples),

oL may join ar renew 31 meetings
or et 8 chagus 1o Fi Soancer-
ton, OMHG Membershlp Secre-
lary, PO Bax 29861, maca aul Lo
Lloyes Bany account ao 173746,
{(JFleasa nole wa cannot cash
chegques made aut te the DNHG )
MWemberskip is val'd frem Septar-
ber 2000 40 August 201

DMHEG membership entltles you to
paricipsta in fiald Inos and helps
pay for our ecture ha!l, publoatiog
and  distrioolion ©f our reonthly
neweletter, additions to nur ibrary,
incidenlal expenses of speakes
ard occas anal spacial projects.

I—. i __
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GAZEILE

Dubai Natural Iistory Groop Programme

Lectures at Jumeirah English Speaking School, Symnasium 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm

Jan 14 Irt-cducdion to the Matural Histary of the Mountairs of t1e LAE
- Gary Feulner

Feb 4 Archaealngy—spoakar I bo an1ouncas

Field Trips {OMHE membars only, nlease].

Jan B Hika up Jabal Rewedsn with Helen Emeanyg

Jan 12 Baginrers’ Suide 1o the Fian Saug in Cubai

with Mary Beardweod
Jar 19 Wadl Maturz Wa k with Gary Fab nesr

FLrher distalls 2ot fhe Dol keaTng e el b s will b bourng 'glj”
[t

Feo o NMaturo watk wilh Walerie Gualmessin Wi

Feh 22023 Explore the Tamhs a- Batfl?,rﬁﬁﬁn, cam axgrnight afed walk the ridge
wilh Palar ven Amstardem : B '

Mrs Valerie CHALMERS
PO Box 12070

Dubai

UAE

From: DMHE, M0 Box 9234, Dubal, UAE



