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Abstract. Acalyptomerus asiaticus Crowson (Coleoptera: Clambidae: Acalyptomerinae) is recorded for the 
first time from the United States (Florida), Dominican Republic and Vietnam.
Key words. New country records, Florida, minute beetles.
ZooBank registration. urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:F05EE9D0-7305-4C6B-BE7F-8D9E86C66AA7

Introduction
Acalyptomerus Crowson, 1979, was first described as a monotypic genus from Sri Lanka for Acalyptomerus asi-
aticus Crowson, 1979, the type genus of a new subfamily. Without including them in the type species, Crowson 
then added “I have seen specimens apparently indistinguishable from A. asiaticus from Japan, Perak [Malaysia], 
Australia, India, Ceylon, Kenya, Mauritius, South Africa and Central America,” indicating that the group was 
very widely distributed in the warmer parts of the world. Endrödy-Younga (1998) revised the genus, adding 
African and Neotropical species and records. Leschen (2005, 2016) summarized what is known of the biology, 
distribution and systematics of the group. Recently, Cai et al. (2019) added a species from Cretaceous amber and 
discussed the history and distribution of the genus.

Recently, a series of A. asiaticus was discovered in undetermined material at the Florida State Collection of 
Arthropods, Gainesville, Florida, USA. In preparation for the upcoming edition of the Beetles of Canada and the 
United States, we are providing a newly discovered first record for the United States that also adds a subfamily 
and genus to the Nearctic fauna. At the same time, we are making known other new records of that same species.  

Materials and Methods
Vouchers are deposited in the following collections:
FSCA  Florida State Collection of Arthropods, Gainesville, Florida, USA.
MAIC  Michael A. Ivie Collection, Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana, USA. 
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Results, Materials Examined and Discussion
Among bycatch from aphid suction traps in Miami-Dade Co., Florida (Halbert and Burckhardt 2020), was a tiny 
enigmatic beetle collected in 2004. It was found recently in the “unknown family” material at Florida State Col-
lection of Arthropods (FSCA), associated with a few other similar specimens from diverse localities. Upon close 
examination, it was discovered to represent a specimen of A. asiaticus, a species first described from Sri Lanka, 
and later specifically recorded from India, Malaysia, Thailand and surprisingly, from Jamaica (Endrödy-Younga 
1998). In addition to the Florida representative, additional specimens in the FSCA are from the Dominican 
Republic and Vietnam, which along with the previously recorded Jamaican record, indicates that this tiny animal 
probably is much more widely distributed in the circum-Caribbean area than is currently understood. 

Very little is known of the biology of this species. Crowson (1979) said it was common in hay stacks and 
decaying vegetation and that it probably was distributed by human transport of animal fodder, but whether this 
refers to A. asiaticus specifically or the more general records for similar specimens he discussed is not clear. The 
few specimens examined have been taken flying – one in a suction trap and another at ultraviolet light.

The Florida specimen is associated with data maintained at the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry (DPI) under E2004-7933 (DPI Entomology records). This log 
number refers to a sample from the Kendall tall suction trap, located in Chapman Field, 13603 Old Cutler Rd., 
Miami, FL, USA [25.64280° N, −80.29465° W]. The sample represents a trapping period from 24 November – 02 
December 2004 and was collected by DPI Inspector Gwen Myres.

Crowson (1979) provides excellent illustrations of the adult and larva of this species, and Endrödy-Younga 
(1998) a key to species of adults of the genus. Leschen (2005, 2016) provides a generalized habitus of the genus. 
Cai et al. (2019, supplementary material fig. S4) provided an excellent photo of the Holotype, making the identi-
fication very confident.

Vouchers are deposited in the FSCA with the following data (label data verbatim following the conventions 
of Ivie 1985): 1 – FLORIDA: Miami-Dade; Co. Kendall, 2-XII-2004; Susan Halbert; suction trap. NEW COUN-
TRY RECORD. 2 – VIETNAM: Haiphogn; Xuan Dam(Cat Ba; Ecolodge) 29-V-2018; J. Heppner & L. Stange (one 
in MAIC). NEW COUNTRY RECORD. 1 –  DOMINICAN REP.; Bonao, 29-VIII-1997; C. O’Brien, blacklight. 
NEW COUNTRY RECORD.

Acknowledgments
We would like to thank Paul Skelley, Kyle Schnepp for hosting MAI during his recent visit, making these speci-
mens available and along with J.P. Kole, reviewing this manuscript. Gwen Myres is acknowledged for her years of 
tending the suction trap that made this discovery possible. We thank the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry for support of this work. This is a contribution of the Montana 
Agriculture Experiment Station.

Literature Cited
Cai C, Lawrence JF, Yamamoto S, Leschen RAB, Newton AF, Slipinski SA, Yin Z, Huang D, Engel MS. 2019. Basal polyph-

agan beetles in mid-Cretaceous amber from Myanmar: and long-term morphological stasis. Proceedings of the Royal 
Society B 286: 1–9, plus electronic supplementary material, 5 p. http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2018.2175

Crowson RA. 1979. Observations on Clambidae (Coleoptera), with descriptions of a new genus and species and of several 
larvae. Revue Suisse de Zoologie 86: 611–623.

Endrödy-Younga S. 1998. Acalyptomerus Crowson: the circumtropical genus of the family Clambidae (Coleoptera: Clambi-
dae). Koleopterologische Rundschau 68: 199–203.

Halbert SE, Burckhardt D. 2020. The psyllids (Hemiptera: Psylloidea) of Florida: newly established and rarely collected taxa 
and checklist. Insecta Mundi 0788: 1–88.

Ivie MA. 1985. Nomenclatural notes on West Indian Elaphidiini (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae). The Pan-Pacific Entomologist 
61(4): 303–314. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2018.2175


Acalyptomerus asiaticus new to the U.S., Dominican Republic and Vietnam Insecta Mundi  1046 · 3

Leschen RAB. 2005. 15.3. Clambidae Fischer, 1821. p. 438–443. In: Beutel R, Leschen R (eds.). Handbuch der Zoologie / 
Handbook of Zoology, Eine Naturgeschichte der Stämme des Tierreiches / A natural history of the phyla of the animal 
kingdom. Band 4: Arthropoda, 2. Hälfte: Insecta Coleoptera, Beetles Teilband/ Part 38: Volume 1: Morphology and 
systematics (Archostemata, Adephaga, Myxophaga, Polyphaga partim). Walter de Gruyter; Berlin. 567 p.

Leschen RAB. 2016. 10.3 Clambidae Fischer von Waldheim, 1821. p. 211–214. In Beutel RG, Leschen RAB (eds.). Hand-
book of zoology. Arthropoda: Insecta. Coleoptera, Beetles. Morphology and systematics. Archostemata, Adephaga, 
Myxophaga, and Polyphaga partim, Volume 1, 2nd Edition. Walter de Gruyter; Berlin. 684 p. 

Received February 1, 2024; accepted February 11, 2024.
Review editor Oliver Keller.




	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Results, Materials Examined and Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	Literature Cited

