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TEMPLE.

My prEAr BLLIS,

I have adopted your suggestion that I should try to
collect some of the facts and cases which illustrate what the
administration of Martia]l Law means to our fellow-subjects ab
the Cape. The results are necessarily incomplete, for, owing to
the rigorous measures taken by the Executive to prevent their
actions being recorded either in the public Press or in private
correspondenc, the sonrces of information are limited. Such,
however, as the results are, they presenb a very distressing

picture, well worthy the attention of thinking men.
Very sincerely yours,

FREDERIC MACKARNESS.

Jouxn E. Ertas, Esq. M.P.
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MARTIAL LAW,

It seems very desirable thab an sttempt should be made to place
on record & fow of the facts and incidents of what the administration
of Martial Law mesns in Cape Colony. This can only be done by
collecting such information a3 has been allowed to appenr in those
colonial papers which have not heen either suppressed or silenced.
Among those so suppressed or silenced are, unfortunately, the lending
Dutch papers, the only Liberal English paper in Cape Town, and the
only native paper. The sturdy Liberal editor of the English paper,
end the leading Dutch editor, a barrister and Member of Parlinment,
have been for nine months in prisen, though this was not by sentence
of a court martial.

The whole of the Cape Colony—an aves, be it remembered, nearly
three times as large as that of Great Britain—is now subject to
Martial Law, and this has been the case—except as to the const towns
—for nearly o year. The coast towns were free until October 11th
last. During the whole of this period the Supreme Cowrt of the

'Colony, which sits in three divisions—one ab Cape Town, one ab

Kimberley, and one nt Grahamstown--has been opon and exer-
cising its jurisdiotion. The Cirouit Courts, and & specinl Treason
Court instituted by an Act of 1900, havo also been acting in
many parts of the Colony, though not in all, without interraption.
The alleged justitication for the infliction of Martial Law has been the
incursion of n few thousand men under Hertzog, Kritzinger, and De
Wet in December, 1200, and February, 1901, most of .whom were
driven out of the Coleny in a few weeks, Do Wet having been driven
across the Orange River about February 28th, 1901. Numerous
districts have never heen visited at all by the smell bands which
vemained, and they have never approuched within from fifty to a
hundred miles of the principel coast towns, Under such circumstances
the law of England does not, in the absence of legislation, permit the
subjection of civilians in the undistwrbed districts to Martial Lnw.
On this point T will quote only two out of many high authorities.
They ave modern, and deal with rehallion in a colony. ! :

When the Oanadian rising broke out in 1838, the then Law Ofticers
of the Crown (afterwards Lord Chancellor Campbell and Lord
Chancellor Cranworth) prescribed for the Government of Lord John
Raussell the following conditions under which alone Martial Law could
be proclaimed or enforced :—

“'Phe right of resorbing to such an extromity is & vight arising from nnd
limited by the ncoossity of the cnsa—ruorl nccessitas cogit dofondit, Tor
this rensen wao aro of opinion that the prorogative (of the Crown) does nob
oxtend beyond the ease of porsons taken in open remstuneo, and with whom,
by venson of the suspension of the ordinary tribunnls, it is impossible to
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deal according .to ‘tlm e justi

he regular course of justice, When the x
i:zgo (:‘l(il::é zg tll;‘:: céxmnm_ls might be delivered over to &?em li?olgg‘ggxflgﬁbﬁ
; + there 18 not, us we conceive, any right in th
xll’c;ogfaaﬁgg?;};ﬁr%oume of pr'cg:le:&inlg.:[‘ Such ’pow}ér Ig{m only l?a (c}:fl}z?r:g
o el e, mothin » inl Law i astated by Lord Hale to be in

e rather indulged than allowed as it

zzn cér;llly h]e tolerated because, by reason of open rebellion, gheaelgg,r;r;d c:if
an gm'sedzrtlitt:vo::ﬁ; a}:‘;cgrql!? mipos_asxb]e. }fft; cannot be said in s;t'.ricf:masiérar to
sy ¢ ibunals, inasmuch as i i
fﬂl:1buua.15 having been already p’ractically aﬁ%éﬁ‘sﬁ%ﬁdﬁmm by xeason of those

—(Forsyth’s Constibutional Cuses, p. 188.)

Judged by the tests in the abo ini
: 1 ve opinion, the administrati
il!:l(:vgggi &c}»)limy 1()3)_* ]}II_artni.l Lw;;f hing been vet-;,r largelyl:ﬂ;?ﬁﬁlf:a&glgn;f
e. Civilians have been all over the Col 3 iod
and executed by wilitary jurisdiction at o ti T arisbec triod
and exect uili o timo when i ivi
{)1;1:2(1&;;10&9\;&; a.vallalble to try thom, Indeed, Brii;i;].‘:lg g;%;_neaég 1‘13:13.‘\“;
n deported from place to place for hundreds of il oven
zlﬁefl: b‘e-mg tried by the civil tribunals provided by llaii t;c:)plzvgn}f
no?anogilymﬁ agd tll.xemlgdz’ tlfleir wrongs. Sentences have been I;Ja::gd
] eath, but of penal servitude for life and ;
periods, by Courts composed of only t taey offoegs, g stos
y three militaey offi 3
no?l_aﬁ oficers of the regular army. Persons (fx‘fcsb:?&haa?rg t'll)mrbe
Ec'ems bnf,y refused leave to see their logal advisers, These thiein
1:1?;112&&3:290“‘)‘03'& tobt.:he iuw ;LS lnid down by well-recogniggg
author 95 « subject be taken in open vebellion, § ;
.-,Llam,;m t{w time of his vebellion, he 4y to bej tricd ;ﬂZinilazf g’ir?;nmt
Rzr;;, pel] ljldolle, afterwards Lord Chief Justice of the Kinp's Bem?ln
OMsziz:é Ib‘r' ; 5291.8%77?&3“{; 11:0 ;he r_egula]f;ions issued by the Ooloniufi
‘ * the Jamaica rebellion. In that g
ggig?:zg:,Obfheéxofgzci:retary fofl State for the Colonies, megr igrélﬁii
es ay fol ] d
e Sy ows (See Oapn Brun Boox A. 16.78,
“You will see that, und i it i i ‘
mur‘lzi%l ah_u.lll cgnaiaﬁlof, at lenc:t‘;, 11%‘21;"3&1.{;:;?3&' I provided that courts
! hink 36 right to obsouve, on this tic !
Ezlgggilrgggahment 18 a;:ngc}ed, s;) ’sxnall a nﬁf:‘blz:f }:;rbﬁ:ég' oigilng:;ﬂi‘: t;g‘:;z
unde ..« Dothing short of an unavoidabl i
mdesira ng ¢ avoidablo necessit ld
gaﬂicia 3;.”10 infliction of capittl punishinent on the authority of mﬁy‘zﬁge(o
(This rule has been entiroly disregarded in the Cape Colony.)

“Che transforence of accused pon '
2 f no porsong for the purpos i
unproclaimed to a dproclmmed park of the country ig n,l I;)(i'i:%e%fig?ilﬁ?m tin
open to abuse, and unwarranted by that immedinte necessity whick OluSl y
justifies the suspension of the ordinary course of law.” ¥ Wik alone

(This has been disregarded if not in fact in principle,)
¢t Jare should be talken to afford i \ : il
for maling thois daforood afford the prisoners every ressonable freility

- {Prisoners have fr ; . . -
atlvgsers.) have :cguonﬁly been vefused leave to.see their lagnl

S S
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‘* As sentences of courts marbial way not avail beyond the torm of
mactinl law, no sentence of imprisomnent boyond that term should be

awarded, nor any ssutence of penal servitude.”

(This has been persistently ignoved.) _

These regulations were brought to the attention of Sir B. Frere in
1878 and of Sir A. Milner in 1899. . ‘

Tn 1798 the welllnown csse of Wolfe Tone in Dublin gave
practical proof of the right of the Law Courts to disregard military
jurisdiction based upon a declaration of Martial Law not supported
by legislation, and since that event martial law has not been exercised
in Treland wibhout the formal sanction of Parliament. For, 2y the
Lord Chief Baron Comyn wrote 150 years ago :—

<t Martinl law cannot be used in England without authority of Parlia-
ment.? —Digest ¥, 292. ' : v

Under such sanction safeguards have been provided for securing
the elementary ends of justico. For instance, by bthe Act of 1803 {43
Geo, TYL, c. 117) the courts martial in Treland were o consist of nob
less than seven nor more than thirfeen officers, and no senbence
of death was to be given unless there was a cOnQUIrGRCO of
two-thirds at least of the officers present.  Morcover, the power
to administer marbisl law was in terms ganctioned ¥ whether
the ordinnry courts of justice shall or shall not be open,” w significant
admission that without such sanction the civil courts, if open, would
bo supreme. Then by the Aot of 1833 (3 and 4 Wil IV, c. 4) the
courts martiol authorised by it were to consist of not less than five and
nob mora than nine officers. The president must be & field officer, and
no member lower in rank than a captain, At every court marbinl the
Judge Advocate must be a barrister of five years' standing, and the
parties, thoir counsel, and pttornies, had full liberty to examine, eross-
examine, and take notes ag in o court of law.

It is further to be observed that in the recent Proclzmations
issued by the Governor of the Cape Colony on January 18th and
October 9th of 1901, no attempt has been made to establish a case of
“ necessity,” nrising from war or insurrection in the partioular districts
ffected, for the infliction of Martial Taw, Hove is the proclamation
of October 9th, extending Martial Law to Cape Town and other coast
ports :(— )

i Whoreas Mnrtial Law has alroady been proclaimod and. is in oxistence
in certain districts of this Colony, und whoress tho (Jolony hns been and is
being invaded by srmed forces from the Urange River Colony, and whoreas
it is desivablo and expodient that Martisl Law should be proclaimoed in
corlain other districts st present not under its o oration. Now, therefore,
pte. " "--(OAPE GOVERNMENT (GAZETTE, October 11th.) '

T'he earlier proclamations are in similar terms, Lt must have been
perfectly well known to Siv A, Milner and Sir Walter Hely Hutohinson,
who issued the Proclamations, that the Proclanations showed no jus-
tificution for tho infliction of Martial Law in the majority of the districts
named in them, inagmuch as the invasion did not touch them, Some of
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the real objects of the Proclamations were, howev edi
manifest, viz., the invasion of private home:et, and t?l::a igig)ligh;naig
private letfers, Within half an hour of the issuing of the Proclama};ion
of Octoler 9th, the privacy of ladies, ex-ministors, and professional men
of high standing in Cape Town, was jnvaded by detectives, and their
houses, within o few yards of the Supreme Court, ransacked for sup-
posed treasonable documents. None were found ; bub it was stilil
thought to be in the interests of British supremacy that the house of
& leading lady in Dutch society should be constently watched by
policemen, and that an English lady, who had come 6.060 miles by sea
to perform a charitable mission, should be forbidden o land in)r an
part of South Africa,” and violently deported to Great Britain It i)s;
still thought necessary to pry into every letter of however harmless or
intirate a cha.ractgr which enters or leaves South Africa, and to detain
at will whatever displeases the military censors, Tt is still thought wise
to enforce wholly illegal regulations interfering with the rights of
British subjects over their own property, their right to get ug move
about, and go to bed when they like, and their right to ex reI.;,s their
own opinions about the policy of the King's present adviaa;sp i
r'.];he Special Act passed by the Cape Parliament in 1900 for trvin
t.P;(i) l:;f:ll ;lii’t;?ilgagstpy a t;‘ibun:tl of three experienced lawyers gave {Im%
ictlon only over offences committed prior to April
12th, 1901, If the Cape Parliament had n ispended by the
E;i:::lﬁgn:i: 'i_:h;nt' bParllinmltlanb would no gguh];ie?la?fespszz?:ﬁegy :II::
15 tribunal when it met in ordinar i
%:‘)gsies]apng:rs Tlﬁzaglil[t hm_'e&I bee(rl1 1renelawec'i by an aﬁ;g oc‘:; th?zlg‘;zhglf
re, mperal and local governme i
agreed neither to pass an Tmperial Act nor to co,llntil?é gg;: ‘;:;lgar‘:;?x%
together, it lgvacame necessery to revert to the jurisdiction of th
ordinary ecivil courts, which command the services, in the Supre o
Court, of no less than nine judges. Accordingly in the Cape Gf;;e:ﬁ
g:efg] Sf:g?-()f Aé)rﬂ E?th t.l}ere appeared the following notice, signed
l\p{inisbry :_may- eneral, Sir James Rose Innes, on behalf of the Cape
‘It is hereby notified for goneral in i in
Indomnity nnd Special Tribunls Ach 1905?221‘2:::2’oghti‘ter:;:mmgms bellion
or qf any crimo of a Rolmcal charpcter committed after the lé‘bﬁede o
April, 1801, will be tried by Special Court, or by any Commiss] A
st1tuli_zesi under that Act. Any act of treason or robellion and an mc?il con;r
geﬁ?hxt;c?ghc};)?agﬁgr :x?cili]:?laf;eg onlftgr t};a %2th day of Aprif aforesagi w?;f l?e
Tty i y
offonder linble to the penalties re;:rigég-cﬁ;n:lﬁ% g)ﬁm‘:;llléﬁvnda{‘h?;g

enalties are death ich t i
see Bt t;i?rl;pos?:.t" » or any fine which the Court trying the case may duly

Here is an explicit statement by the responsible Go
Colony that colonists were to bo tried by tlf:air own Ieg‘a:?lr; ?ﬁrﬁi&izgg
Cog:ts. During the next ten days, however, a complete change of
policy took place, because—as Mr, Chamberlain subsequently toldng
E, Robertson in the House of Commons—the Colonial Courts wore not
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adequate for the duty of trying rebels. The result was that on
April 22nd, by another Proclamation, the Colonial Courts were super-
seded, and Military- Courts of three officers came into existence,
through whose instrumentality many colonists during the ensuing
months were sentenced to death, and a much larger number received
tremendous sentences of imprisonment. These Courts are still, or were
a few weeks ago, in full operation.

Accordingly, on April 22nd, Lord Kitchener issued the following
notice {hrough the Cape Attorney-General :—

¢ A1l subjocts of His Majesty, and oll persons residing in the Copo
Colony, who shall in districts thereof in which Martisl Law provails, he
netivoly in nrms ngninst His Majesty, or who shall direotly ingite others to
take up arms against him, or who shall actively aid or assighthe onemy, or
commib any overt ael by which the safety of His Majesty’s forces or sub-
jects is endemgered, shall e immediately on srrest tried by Court Martial
convened by my authority, and shall on conviction helinble to the severest
penalties of the law."—(Care Goveusuent Gazeres, dpril 23rd.

Somz MiiTary Trisrs.

The following cases, taken from a very large number scattercd
through the Pross during the past year, illustrate the sort of thing
which took plece under this Proclamation. The reports are extremely
meagre, and doubtless ave nob always acourate ; bub no better evidence
has heen made avnilable to the public. From the cases noticed,
incomplete as they are, it will appear that the Military Courts during
the last ten or twelve months in the Cape Colony have sent to
execution twenty-three British subjects, to penal servitude fov life and
transportation, eleven ; to penal servitude for life (with the addition
twice of fines of £1,000) one hundred and twenty-six; to penal servi-
tuds for twenty years, nine ; to penal servitude for ten years, seventeon,
nob to mention lesser sentences. I do mnob suggest that the officers
composing these Courts have not done their duty according to their
light, but ¥ do suggest that they were not a proper tribunal to which to
submit such terribly grave cases. The illegality is all the graver when
it is remembored that during the whole year the Supreme Court was
sitting in three difforent centres of the Colony, and that for several
months the judges were travelling the Lastern and Western cirenits.
Theve was therefore an entire absence of that “necessity ¥ which can
alone justify the resort to Military Courts. S

T Trial AND Exrcourion oF Jouawnes P, Corrzes, FrEDERICK
Anrawady Maratg, axp ConNenius Jomanwes Crassey,

The trinl of Costzee took place on June 24th, 1901, at Dordrecht,

& town in the east of the Cape Colony, within the jurisdietion of the

Grahamstown branch of the Cape Supreme Court. The prisoner was

tried by three officers, Colonel Doran, of the Royal Irish Regiment,

Major Mulling (2nd Dragoon Guards), of Brabant’s Horse, and
Tieutenant T. P. Dawson, of the Port Jilizabeth Volunteeys,

" Hewas cherged with: (1) Assaulting with intont to murder Privatoe

Gibbons, of the Caps Mounted Rifles on June 6th ; (2) High treason
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in joining the forces of and fighting with the enemy on that day, he
being o British subject,

He was twenty-one years of age: ho plended not guilty : but was
convicted and sentenced to be hanged.

The evidence against him appenrs to have consisted of only thres
witnesses —in addition to one who was called to prove * that he knew
the prisonet’s father to be a British subject,” the sole evidence of the
prisoner being n rebel. The first witness, one of Scobell's Scouts,
described an attack made by Secobell's column on a Boer force ab
Wilderfontein, in the Aliwal North district. His evidence did not
mention the prisoner directly or indirectly. The second witness—
another Scont—deposed to Private Gibbons having been wounded as the
Scouts attacked & kopje held by the Boers. The only piece of evidence
given by him which could possibly affect the prisoner was this:—

“T recogniso all the prisoners now before the Court as the men we
captured on the morning of June fth, 1901.”

The third witness, a private in the 21st Lancers, swore that he
took part in the atteck on the kopje from which the Boers fired. In
2 dongs, near the kopje he found the prisoner and one Marais with
rifles which had lately been fired. He said nothing about Gibbons, or
his being wounded by the prisoner or anyons else,

Upon the evidence of these three witnesses the prisoner, who was
undefended, and did not cross-examine, was convicted of high treason
and attempt to murder (tibbons. About three weeks afterwards, the
gentence~having been confirmed by Lord Kitchener, this youth wag
hanged at Cradock in the presence of about thirty male inhabitants of
the town, who were ordered by the military to he present. “Without
commenting on the evidence, which speaks for itself, it will be
observed that the Court which sentenced this man to death was
constituted of only three officers in direct violation of the Colonia)
Office injunction issued by Lord Carnarvon and of the Trish practice
and that the prisomer was tried nearly three weeks, snd executed
nearly six weeks, after his alleged offence, at a time when the Suprome
Court in Grahamstown, Kimberley, end Cape Town was open and
available, in due course, for his trial—a direct violation of the law ag
stated by Hale, Coke, Rolle, Camopbell, and Cranworth,

By what theory of mertial, or any other Inw, thirty perfectly
unoffending subjects of the King were compelled to watch the last

moments of their compatriot has never been suggested by even the
extremest -supporters of the Government, Bub presumably the power
ig supposed to rest upon military regulations, of which the following
i3 a sample, issued by Major Wiskeman Clarke, the Cornmandant of the

District of Cradock :—
] : . “ MARTIATL LAW.
“ NoTtog,
¢ All malo adults in the township of Orndock ave horoby ordered to attond
in the market sruare to-morrow morning ab n quarber to eleven, to witness
the promulgation of tho sentonce of denth to be passed ou Johnnnes Petru.

11

{lootzee for high treason and attempt to murder. All places of business
n:t):;t b(:a olosed from 10,30 till after the promulgation of the sentence.
“Q, 0. Wisenaw Cranxs, Major Oommn,ndant,
“ Orpdock District, July 114, 1901,

On the day following the execution, My, Mathew du Plessis, a
Member of P&giamenb, aﬁd eleven other prominent Dutch farmers,
wero peremptorily ordered to leave the Cradock district, no reasog
being published, their supposed offence being their refusal to atten
the execution.—{See Soure AFRICAN Nuws, July 2424 ; Mipraxp NEWS,
and Carp Tmes, July 24th and 31st.) _

For participating in the same affair at Wilderfontein, and on
similar charges to those against Coetzee, two other Dutch subjects of
the King, Marais and Classen, wore hanged, one at Middleburg and
the other at Somerset Tast, a few days after Coetzee had suffered.
They were tricd by the same tribunal of three officers ab Dordrecht
on or about June 24th, and their exeoution was attended by the same
enforced publicity. 'Olassen was taken to Somerset East to Le
executed because apparently his parents.and friends lived in the
district, and three days before the execution the Commandant issued
a notice ordering all male persons to attend in the market square ab
noon. It was estimated that over 1,000 people were compelled by this
order to hear the promulgation of the cnpital sentence on Olassen. In
addition there were brought into the squave sll the prisoners, uncon-
vioted as well as convisted, from the local gaol. After the Commt‘n‘ndunt
had thrice repeated in a loud tone to the condemned that he was « to be
hanged,” and had it translated by the Rev. J. H. Hofmeyr into
Dutch, hie went through the painful farce of calling for three. cheers
for the King., At the execution, which took place on July 23rd, his
crime having been committed on June Gth, thirty of the principal
vesidents of Somerset East were compelled to be present,—{SoMERSET
BupeEr, July 24th; Caer Toms, July 3lsi; Sovrm AFricaN Nmws,
August Tth, 1901} ‘ :

Marnis was tried by the same tribunal at Dordrecht on the same
day, and for the same two offences on the 6th June, as Cootizee and
Olassen, and also sentenced to.be hanged. He was executed 2 fow
weeks later at Middelbuxg with the seme attendant civcumstances as
in the othor two cases, the promulgation Iof the sontence and the
execution itself being witnessed by large numbers of respectable
fellow-subjeats of the condemmed man who were compelled to watoh
his last moments.—(MipLaxp NEWs and Sours Arrioax Nuws, July
24¢h, 1901, : o . o o

* I’ﬂiddeleaurg and Somerset Enst are both within the jurisdiction of
the Grohamstown branch of the Supreme Court, which sits ot
Grahawstown in August and in the Circuit towns of the Eastern
Province in September. Neither Clussen nor Marais were tried till
three weeks after their capture, and not executed for another month.

The Camdeboo Prisoners~On July 12th thirteen men were

captured at Camdeboo, some thirty miles from Granff Reihet, in the
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Cape Colony. They were tried by a Court Martial on oc about
July 30th at Guaaff Reinet, as rebels, the charge against them heing
high treason and attempted murder. Ten of them, all under thirty
years of age, were sentenced to penal servitude for Jife nt Bermuda,
and three—Jan Van Rensburg, Pieter Fowrie, and Pfisfer—were
sentenced to be shot. These last were executed on August 20th,
and according to Reuter's Graaff Reineb correspondent ¢ about forty
civilians attended to witness the exeeution of the sentence voluntarily,”
At the same place, on or about August 26th, Daniel Olwager and
Ignatius Nel, ‘found guilty of high treason and attempted murder,
were shot.—(Carx Tistes Correspondent, September 4th.)

013 r‘September 4th, according to a Special Correspondent of the
Cape T'imes, three more of the rebels takon at Camdeboo in July were
executed ab Colesberg. “Tha execution took place at seven o’clock in
the morning In the outskirts of the town, A large numbor of civilians
?btamed permits from the Commendant to witness the execution,
The names of the condemned men were Frederick Toe, Hendvik
Veenstra, and Hendvik van Vuren.—(Carz TIMES, September 11¢h.)

It would be interesting to know whab power there is in any Court
Martial to transport British subjects for life to a distant country, and
by what low the authorities in Bermuda are fustified in detaining
them. TLord Durhem's resignation was caused by the universal con-
deﬁnimtlon of his conduct. in doing the same thing with Canadian
rebels,

Steynsburg, Graff Reinet, Dordrecht and Vi bury~—On June 16th
Petrus W, KJopper was tried before a Militat; Codrt ab Steynsburg,
apporenbly for high treason in joining the Free State forces. He was
subsequently taken to Burghersdorp, where “in the presence of the
garrison and all males over sixteen years, Major Forbes Taylor, in a
loud clear voice, read out the sentence of hanging for murder and high
treason. He was hanged on July 23rd ot Burghersdorp.”—( Reuter,

Sours Arrioan Nuws, July 31st, 1901 3 Oape Tivms, July 31sz, 1901.)°

Courts Martial at Graoff Reinet on or sbout the same date sentenced
Gert Polyar, o boy of sixteen, to death, the sentence being subsequently
commuted to one of two yenrs’ imprisonment ; Petrus Willen was also
sentenced to_death, the sentence being reduced to ten years’ penal
servitude ; Haren Petzer, condemned to dexth, had his sentencas
commuted to one year and £100 fine,. The death sentence of Jacob
Buys was Jommuted to ten yeary imprisonment, that of Cornelius
Meyer to five years’ jnprisonment, while six others were sentenced to
terms of penal servitude varying from ten to one year,

On July 23rd the Special Oorrespondent of the Cape Times o
Dordrecht telegraphed that “The wmilitary court had tried fifteen

rebels, thirteen of whom had been sentenced to imprisonment for life, .

and two to five and ten yeavs respectively.” ‘ -
.. And on July 24th, Reuter’s correspondent ab Vryburg: ¢ Tour
rebels caught with arms in May last have beon sentenced to ten
years’ penal sorvitude.”—(Oarr. Tiues, July 31st.) ;
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Tr1AL oF Lorrer anp His Mrx,

On September 5th Oommeandant Lotter and a number of alleged
rebels were capbured in the neighbourhood of Grasff Reinet. Lotter
was tried in that town by o Military Court—apparently consisting of
the same three officers who tried the Dordrecht cases—on September
27th and 28th, just three weeks after he had surrendered, He was
charged with soverzl offences including treason, murder, and
damaging the vailway, his guilt being really dependent upon the legal
question, whether or not he was o British subject. His dofence was
that he was o Free State burgher, but that he had lost or had had
stolen from him the bag containing his certificate of burgher rights.
A witness for the defence, one Hugo, captured with Lotter, said he
curried the papers of the latter in a bag, and that one of them had on
it the words ¢ Burger Recht,” and that Lotter had told him this was
his “burgher right” paper. Another witness, Steyn, said he had
been sent by Presidens Steyn and General De Wet, with papers for
Lotter, which De Wet told him were matters of lifo and death to
Lotter. Another witness swore that Lotter had said that he had
lived for fifteen years in the Free State. For the proseemtion, the
principal witness was the resident magistrate of Coleshorg, who said—

“The prisoner’s namo wag on the voboery’ list us *J, J. Luther Lotter,
barman, Naauwpoort,” The prisoner’s name was in fact, Johammes Cornelius

Lottor. This must be a clerical error, He knew the prisoner well as a
barman, at Nasuwpoort, The voters' list was very carefully compiled,”

Two other witnoesses spoke to his having at various times lived in
the Colony. Lotter himself, who was undefended, soid :—

“It is vory hard to be tried as a rebel, while there are so many
witnesses in the field Gghting who can prove I am a Freo Stabe burghor,
Further, the name on tho voters' list is wrong and nob mine, for my name is
Johannes Cornelius Lotter, and was not put on st my instigation, Other-
wige it would appear to be correct on the list.”

He was found guilty, and sentenced to be hanged a8 o rebel, The
sentence was promulgated on Qctober 11th, in the market squars of
Middelburg, in the presence of the prisoner snd the leading residents
of the town, and the execution took place on the 12th ab the same.
place, more than five weeks after his onpture.

Three days later Pist Wolfaardt, who was captured with
Lotter, was executed at Middelburg. The next day Schoeman,
another of his men, was shot at Tarkastad. On the following
day two more men, Breda and Kruger, were exeocuted at Cradook.
'wo others, Erasmus and Vorster, had their desth sentences
commuted to penal servitude for life. The oharges against the
two who were executed were, in addition to high treason, having
in the one case wrecked o train and in the other killed a
native. (Midland News, Cape Pimes, October 23rd.) On Qctober
11th, at the seme place, five other members of his commando were
sentonced to death at Middelburg, but their sentences were commuted
by Lord Kitchener to penal servitude for life, while two. or three
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others, on account of their youth, were sentenced to be flogged and to
suffer imprisonment duving the continuance of the war. On October
8th it was reported that twelve of Lotter’s men were sentenced ot
Middelburg to penal servitude for life, while one Daniel Henning was
sentenced, in addition to the life sentence, to a fine of £1,000. On
October 9th, at Cradock, sentences of penal servitude for life were
publicly passed in the market place on no less than fifty-three more
of Lotter’s men, all having been originally sentenced to death. On
Qctober 11th, at Richmond, two move, Cornelius Smit and Hendrik
Visser, having been sentenced to death, wers sent to penal servitade
for life (Cape Times’ Specinl Correspondent, October 10th), At the
same place, on Ootober 14th, eight more sentences of penal servitude
for life—originally death sentences—were promulgated, two youths
gotting off with flogging and imprisonment during the war. On
October 20th, at Middelburg, Botha, another of Lotter's mon, had his
death sentence commuted to penal servitude for life.

The above bare focts in conmection with Totter and his men are
taken in the main from the telegrams sent to the Press by Reuter's

agents on the spot, On several vital points no information i forth-.

"coming, e.g., how was the Court which inflicted in a fow days these
many snd terrible sentences constituted? did the prisoners have any
legal assistance? what wag the evidence that each of them was a
British subject 7 All these men were tried and sentenced weeks after
their offences had been committed, and when the ordinary Courts wers
open and available for their frial, in violation of tho constitutional
doctrine Inid down by Lords Camphell and Cranworth that——

““The prerogative (to declare martial law) doss nob extond boyond the
case of persons taken in open resistance, and with whom, by renson of the

suspension of the oxdinary tribunals, it is impossible to desl according to
the regular course of justice.”

Michaelmas Sittings of the Military Couwrts.~Military Courts were
ab work at Vryburg in September and October. On September 10th
four prisoners named Wolfaardt, Geel, Jensen, and Rautenbach, were
sentenced to death, but the last two only were executed, the sentences
of the first two being commuted to transportation and penal servitude
for life and three years respectively. The charges were high treason,
aggravated in the case of two by hreaches of parole. (Bechuanaland
News, Cape imes, October 23rd). On October 26th two brothers,
named Potgeiter, were sentenced to six months' imprisonment for
neglecting to report that the enemy wers on their farm in August,
and on the 29th gentences on twenty-one rebels were promulgated at
the same place, Two wore sentenced to death, and were exeouted,
gix were gentenced to penal servitude for life, eight to twoenty years
penal servitude, one to ten years, and two to five, and another to
five years in addition to o fine of £500. Tourtcen of the prisoners are
said to bhave taken part in a fight at Zoot Xloof, Thus this Court,
hesides passing two capital and six life sentences, awarded ameongst
thirteen prisoners no less than 185 years' ponal servitude.
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On November 1st, at the same place, Basson was sentenced to four-

" teen months’ imprisonment with hard labour for concealing arms, Du

Plessis to six months for failing to report the enemy’s presence,
Venter and Van Rooy to ten and fiftecn, and Meintjes and Kruger to
twenty years each respectively for heing actively in arms against the -
King. About the same date at Graaff Reinet one Davel was sentenced
to a fine of £1,000 (aud two years imprisonment, afterwards remgbbed)
% for failing to bring in his lucerne and hay, snd being in possession of
a rifle.”? ‘ .
The above facts were all recorded by Reuter’s local agents.

November and Deeamber,—Throughout these months military courbs
appenr to have been inflicting heavy sentences on colonists in all parts
for all sorts of offonces, At Colesberg, on November 10th, Van Wyk
was sentenced to denth and executed two days later for ©joining the -
enemy, marsuding, and violently assoulting the postmistress of Marals-
burg.” On the same day, Van Rensburg was senten‘ced to death, a.!}d
finally fined £1,000, and sent to penal servitude for life for “ baing in
arms and murder.”  And on the Lith Jacobus Van Zyl, charged with
taking up arms against the Xing, had his denth sentence commuted to
one of ten years’ penal servitude (Cape Pimes, November 20th). On or
about the same day at Beaufort West, two farmers, Muller and Bls, - .
~were sentenced to death, commuted to penal servitude for life and ton
years' penal servitude vespectively, for “tresson and atbempted
murder” On November 12th Piet Van Heerden, one of Kritzinger’s.
commando, having been convicted on a charge of attempted murder,
was executed nt Tarkestad, and on the - 16th, nt Middelburg, the
death sentence passed upon Hendrik Coetzeo was commuted to penal
gervitude for life, his crime being high treason (Reuter, Cape Tlimes,
November 20th)., At Aliwal North, on November 15th, twelve:
alleged rebols captured at Zastron two months before wero sentenced
to imprisonment for life, and four others tv ten years’ imprisonment.
On Novomber 18th, st Kenhardt, the denth sentences passed on
Delanost, de Bruyns, and Jasper Closte were commuted to penal
servitude for life, ~The same sentence was passed on Venter, and one
of ten years’ penal servitude on Piet Van der Merwe (Reuter, Cape
T'ines, November 20th) And on November 19th, at the same place,
one Licbenborg, captured on July 12th, was put on his trial for an
alleged. murder of .an Orange River policeman over a year beforg but
the trial was postponed for further evidence.

On November 8th, at Cradoeck, Robert Wilson, a farmer, alleged
to have been captured with Lotter early in September was sentenced
to death, his sentence being commuted to imprisonment for life. At
Groaff Reinet, on November 20th, two of Lotter’s commando, Van
Aardt and Mointjes, wers sent to.penel servitude for life, and.
three days afterwards, at Colesberg, William Hofmoyr Louw, the son
and nophew of two greatly respected ministers in the Duteh Reformed
Churel, wag excouted, the oharges against him being treason, murder,
and maranding. e denied the last bwo charges, but was found
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guilty on all (Reuter, Cape Times, November 27th). At Burghorsdorp -

on November 26th, one Viljoen was sentenced to death and had
bis sentencé commuted to lifelong imprisonment. As Kimberley, on
November 27th, Graaff and Maritz had their death sentences commuted
to penal servitude for life, the charges against them being of having
been in arms against the King and atfempted murder (Cape Times

Correspondent, Decomber 4th). At Graaff Reinet on December -

4th, one farmer was sentenced to a year's imprisonment an

fine of £100 for * withholding ini‘orma?ff;ion of tli)le presence ofdthg
enemy,” and one, Albertyn, alleged to have been o rebel guilty
of “marauding and burning property,” was sent to imprisonment
for life. On the same day, at Richmond, one farmer got ten years'
imprisonment and a fine of £1,000 for giving false information
about the enemy, and another two years and a like fine for havine
food on his farm from which the enemy could supply them~
selves, sentences afterwards commuted to two years and one year
respectively. At Swellendam, on December 3rd, five rebels were

sentenced to terms of imprisonment varying from six to ciphteen
months, with o fine of £200 in one case as wall, and at Oudtghoorn :

on Decomber 7th no Jess than thirty-two persons were tried, including
a Member of Parliament: and several locol farmers, the charges being
those of “failing to report that the enemy wes on their farms,” or
“ neglecting to bring in horses which thus foll into the enemy’s hands.”
The sentences included heavy fines and varying terms of imprison.
ment, Swellendam and Oudsthoorn are both Circuit towns on the
Western Cireuit, At the time these Military Courts were thus
sending men by dozens to jail, tho Judge of Assize was sotually
travelling on his circuit, and he sab at Qudsthoorn itself on Novem-
be.r 20th, and tried cloven criminal and four civil coses,  Both in
Kimberloy and Oudsthoorn, if not in other places, Supreme Court
Judges and Military Officers were holding Courts actually at the same
tnn(rzl‘ Ln tl;)e samfe place,
e above facts are taken, as before, from the telerraphic renor

sent by Reuter’s local agents about the dates of the e%en%sligsgx?:etg
and the Cape Times of November 27th. ‘

Trapping Rebels.—The difficulties of the farmers, placed hetween
the Boer commandoes, composed of men of their own blood and race
on tpa one side, a:ud the military courts on the other, can be better
Imagined than deseribed. Their difficulties are aggravated by absence of
protection and by the methods employed to get evidence againsb them.
Hero is o sample of the latter, as deseribed by the Press Association'’s
special war service correspondent at Middelburg on Ootober 14th just
after the trial and exeoution of Lotter and his men, He 5OYS o
. ““The Dutch farmors ave still disloyal, giving to the Boers as mueh
information as possiblo, and withholding all intelligenco from our colummns,
One. of the mon was smartly trapped lnst week. Two colonial officers
belonging to Colonel Hunter Wuston's column, disguised themselves m’;
Boars, and went to a neighbouring farmhouse. The farmor received them
gladly, and when he was ontortaining them, gave them much valuablo

17

information about the column, where it was camped, and where it would be
best to attack them. The following day he was sent for, and asked where
the two Dutch officers wera who had visited him the previous day. Ho

- declared ho had seen no Boer officers, and was loud in his professions of

loyalty. After hoaring what he had to say, the two supposed Dutchmen:
were brought bofore him, and he was sent to the nearest town to stand his
trial for giving information to the enemy.”

‘What o prospect for the future peace of the Colony, when the
military courts are employed in procuring evidence against * rebels”
by the artifices of ¢ Joyalists!” .

Native Evidence—The dangers which the Dutch farmers run from
the unserupulous use of native evidence may be seen from the following
trial before a Military Court at Windsorton described by the Cape
Dimes correspondent at Kimberley on December 6th :—

“ A farmer named Boshof was charged with . . . harbouring on his
farm four Boers in Juno last in the Barkley West Districk. TFour native
witnesses, two male and two female, were culled, all in the aceused's employ,
and ench of whorn had mede affidavits in the case before the resident
magistrate ab Klipdoms. They now all stated that their aflidavits wore
false, and that they had been frightened into making them by Kinnear, o
Eolice dotective, who said that, if they did not, they and their master would

e takon to Capo Town and their throats cut. Two men were ordered to be
detuined in custody to await n charge of perjury. Another native was
enlled and atated that aboub four months ago Le saw four arimed Boer
strangors in the aceused’s houso,  Kinnear having given evidence regarding
tho last witnoys having reported the mabter to him, and stuting that the story
told by tha othor four witnesses was false, the Court aftor w brief delibera-
tion found the aceused nob guilty and discharged him.”—(Cars Traes,

December 1HR.) |

Arrest of Mr. Merriman,—There has been no more unintelligible or
ungxplained exhibition of Martial Law administration than the nrresé
of Mr. Merriman on his farm near Stellenbosch, within thirty miles
of Cape Town, on Sunday, August 26th. On theb morning he was
suddenly confronted by two armed mounted men, who handed him the -
following ordor :—

“"'he boaror of this is a sergeant in the Disbrict Mounted Troops. Be
good enough to hand over to him your monthly permit, and do not leave
your farm till further orders.

“ 1L, 0. Porzs, Major."

Armed men were stationed round his property, and at 9 p.m. he
was given the choice of promising to confine himself to his farm or
subwmitting to have a guerd round his house, Tor some days he was
confined in this way to his farm, and then on SBeptember 3rd he was
allowed out, but not beyond the Stellenbosch distriot. An application
by him for a permit to go to Cape Town was ab first refused, bub subse-
quently granted. No charge of any sort or kind was or has ever been
mado against Mr. Merriman, who is the son of the late deeply respested
Bishop Merriman, and the oldest member of the Cape Legislature.
Ho has st in it without intermission since 1869, and has been a
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Miniater of the Crown forelaven years of that time. Hae has been for
twenty-five years a member of the Executive Council of the Colony,

The arbifrary arrest and deportation of British citizens, however,
in all parbs of the Colony on the ground of suspicion, or that they arve
what the military call * undesivables,” has been prevalent, and can be
illustrated by one or two out of many cases.

Arrest and Deporiation of Mr, Marais.—The case of BMr, David
Frangois Marais, which hes become well known owing to hiy
abortive appeal to the Privy Council, is & conspicuons instance
of the system, Moreover, he is a man of good professional
position, and his father was for years a prominent member of the
Cape Parlinment. Me resides and carries on his business as an
attorney and auctioneer at the Paarl, & small town some thirty miles
from Cape Town. The district has never been anything but perfectly
pezceful. Suddenly, on August 12th, by order of the loeal Com-
mandant, Mr. W, H. Myburgh, o well-known resident of the Paal,
was arrested and thrown into gaol without any charge or warrant.
Two days later nine other gentlemen, including Mr. Marais, were in
the same way arbitrarily arrested and imprisoned, one of them, M, T.
Louw, being over seventy years of age. They were not told what was
the charge against thew, and they were mot allowed to see either
friends or legal advisers. Three days after the arrest their
solicitor in Cape Town went fo the Paarl to communicate
with them, but found the Commandant away in Cape Town, A
tologram despatched by the solicitor to the Cape Attorney-General
was diverted by the military and sent to the Commandant at the
Mount Nelson Hotel in Cape Town, but it was ontirely ignored by
bim. The very next day, which was Sunday, at ten o’clock at night,
o Licutonant McCausland came to the gaol and ordered Mr Marais
and four other of the prisoners to go with him to Beaufort West,
a small sown 300 miles away. There they were lodged in the common
gaol, and there they arve believed to bhe still. Aftec nine duys
imprisonment at Beaufort West Mr. Marais sent a civil request to the
Commandant, o Captain Boyle, to ask on what charge he and his
fellow prisoners were imprisoned, bub received only a eurt refusal to
see him or tell him anything, An application by their legal adviser
at Beanfort West to be allowed to see the prisoners was also refused.
An application by their Cape Town solicitors to the Genernl com-
manding there to know on what charges the prisoners were arrested,
when they would be tried, and when the solicitors might «ee
them, was totally ignored. On September 6th a potition was
presented to the Cape Suprome Court for the release of Marais,

" on which occasion the CGeneral at COape Town (General Wynne)
made an aflidavit saying, dnler alin, “there aro military rensons
why the petitioner and the others should be removed and
kept in custody. . Owing to military exigencies I am not
prepaved to state abt present what charges there ave against the
petitioner and others.” Tpon this the Court made an order ealling

B
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upon the gaoler nt Beauforti “West to show by what authority he
detained Marais. The roply to this was that the gaoler was acting
upon o warrant issued by a Captain’ Geullond, District Commandant
of Beaufort West, on September 8th, i.c., just three weeks after the
prisoner’s arrest. It charged him with a breach of a Martial Law
regulation. TUpon hearing this the Court declined té interfers, on the
ground that Marais was in militery custody in & martial law distries.
It was pointed out by Mr. Currey, his counsel, but without avail, that
the Circuit Court was exercising uninterrupted jurisdietion, and was
advertised to sit in a fortnight at the Paarl, the place from
which Marais had been deperted. The Court did actually sit there
on Scptember 27th, and tvied & heavy list of cases. Marals was
subsequently refused leave to appeal to the Privy Couneil on the
ground that thore was * an actual state of war raging,” when he was
arrested and imprisoned. Marais and his four fellow-prisoners are
still, it is Dbelieved, in gaol at Beaunfort West, untried. The other
prisoners left at the Paarl were relensed & few days before the Circuit
Court "arrived, but only—as reported in the Press—¢ upon their
signing o, document undertaking not to bring any action against the
Tmperial Government for damages for unlawful arrvest and imprison-
ment—(Care Times, September 112k and 182h; Sovrn Arri0AN NEWS,
September 11¢h, 18th and 26th.) : : '

Arrest, Liberation, and Re-arrest of Dr, Reinecke—The cage
of Dr. Reinecke is perhaps less defensible than that of My, Marais,
He was o dector in large practice at Ceres, a small town about
100 miles from Cape Town, On the evening of Aupust 27th he
and his wife suddenly received notice from the Commendant that
they would be sent away. at ten. o'clock the next morning. Upon
their asking the reason for this order, the Commandant said that he
knew of no charge against them.” On account of her young baby the
lady was allowed to remain in Ceres, bub the doctor was taken off the
next morning with a Mr. Reynolds, under an armed escort, to the
neighbouring town of Malmesbury, a cirenit town, at which the assizes
wers to be held in a few weeks. The two gentlemen were put in the
common gaol. On September 18th, just three weeks after his arrest,
Dr. Reinecke was brought before the Military Commandant at Malmes-
bury, and eharged with o breach of a Martial Law regulation which
made it an offence * to be guilty of an act of misconduct, disorder, or
neglact, to the prejudice of good order or public safety.” No evidence
was produced, and the doctor was remanded for a weok. In the
menntiwe his wife come to Cape Town and applied to the Supreme
Court for an order for his relense, Her petition stated that * the
ordinory courts of law were exercising full, free, and undisturbed
jurisdiction in the districts of Corez and Malmesbury”; and lit
appeared from the evidence that, in reply to an application by the
doctor’s solicitor that he might see him, Captain Collier, the Com-
mandant, had said, I cannot allow the solicitor to hold interviews
with any of the ‘Martial Law’ prisoners confined in the gaol here”
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Upon the solicitor appealing to General ‘Wiynne, the reply was,  General
‘Wynne is not disposed to interfere with the disoretion of the Com-
mandant at the present stage.” The gaoler at Malmesbury swore that
he detained Dr. Reinecke and sixteen other prisoners in obedience to
the order of a Captain Watson *for commandant,” and that they were
all charged with “ contravention of Martial Law Regulation No, 26
par. 2”7 Mr. Currey, counsel for the petitioner, pointed out to the

Supreme Court that not only were the civil courts in uninterrupted-

exercise of their jurisdiction in the districts of Ceres and Malmesbury,
but that at the very moment the Circuit Court was sitting to try
prisoners in Malmesbury, The Attorney-General said he would
submib to any order the Court might make, The Courk accordingly
made an order upon the gaoler at Malmesbury to relesse Dr. Reinecke,
the acting Chief Justice, Sir J, Buchanan, concluding hiz judgment
with the significant sentence, “ What the military authorities can do
afterwards T do not know, and the Court is unable to restrain them,”

The learned Judge had not long to wait to have his ouriogity
satisfied. Dr. Reinecke was released by his Lordship’s order a6 4 p m,,
and at 9 p.m. the same night the unfortunate man was safely lodged
again in gaol by order of the militory. He is now helieved to be
a prigoner in a military camp—(CipE Troris, October 2nd ; Sourn
ArRIOAN NEWS, October 2nd and 3rd.)

Imprisonment of the Rev. Mr, Alheit.—On the same day as that
on which Dr. Retnecke was arrested “the highly respeeted and
much beloved clergyman of the Dutch Reformed Chureh ” at Cores
was also arrested and thrown into gaol. As he did nob go throngh
the form of appealing to the Supreme Court ib is impossible to find
out what is the charge against him, but it is stated in the Preas that
*he expressed from his pulpit the opinion that this was no time for
dancing,” in sllusion to some festivity of the Commandant, He is

believed to be still in prison untried.—(Soute Arrioaw News,
September 18¢h.)
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RESTRICTIONS ON THE PRESS.

On April éﬂbh, 1901, there wé.s issued in the Paarl Distriot, which
is within thirty miles of Capetown, the following notice in Dutch and
English, It was headed :—

“PROHIBITED PAPERS AND BOOKS

S Marrran Liaw Notwoe.—No. 9,

“The following papers, magazines, an‘d books are contru.bapd in
this district, and a.%ylr;nl; found in possession of any of them will be
punished under Martial Law :(—

#Qns Land,”

“ Ons Week Blad,”

“ South African News,”

* Onze Courant,”

“ Heat Qosten,”

% Middellandsche Africander,”

¢ Tyuth,”

“ Reynolds’ Newspaper,”

" Review of Reviews,” : -

*'Weekly Freeman,”

“'With the Boer Forces * :
(by Howard Hillegas),

| and five Dutoh and German papers.”

This was signed by Major Wedgwood, Commandant of the Paarl]
District, and a notice in similar terms was issued in many other
districts of the Colony,—(Sourn Arrican News, May 22nd, 1901.)

The fivat six papors on the list are colonial papers, and all opposed
to the policy of the Government. )

On Tebruary 16th, to take another instance, the Commar_zdant of
the Cradeck Distriet, Major Wiseman Clark, issued a Mq.rbml Law
notice prohibiting the ciroulation of the following papers in addition
to those named ‘in the Panrl Notico :—Lioyd’s and the Aorning Leader,
and adding, “ All ave warned that any person in whose possession a
copy of any proclaimed paper may be proved to have been since the
date of this Proclamation is lisble to penalty.”—(Sourn Arnican
Nruws, February 2Tth. .

‘ 01’1 Angust llth,)1901, the Commandent of the Graaff Reinet
Distriet, Major H. Shute, issued the following notice :—

“ The circulation of uneuthorised reports of military operations,

whether true or false, is strictly prohibited. Any person either
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originating or repeating such reports in writing, or by word of mouth,
will be severely dealt with. Awuthorised reports are those only which
have been passed by the Censor.”

On August 21st Reuter's agent ot King William’s Town
telegraphed :— ‘

**The Proprictor of the Nutive Paper Imvo has been ordored to ceaso
publication of the paper on the ground of articles of an objectionable
nature appearing recently,”

This is the only Native Paper in South Africa, and has been edited
for some years by a highly educated Nutive, Tengo Jabavu,

About the same time the Officer Commanding the Southern area
-issued o District Commandants the following order :—

*¢ Plense note that eiveulation of all newspapers in your district is pro-
hibited. Selling or circulating newspa%ers from this date will come under
breach of Martial Luw regulations. Plense instrnct all newsagents, post
cont;actom and railways accordingly. ' —(Mosser Bax ApverTisew, Seplember
Brd.

On September 3rd there wag issued from the Traffic Manager's
Office of the Cape Government Railways, headed “Martial Law
Restrictions,” the following notice :—

¢ It is heroby notified that the officer commanding the Western District
empowered undor Rules for Press, Censors, ete., hag put into operation a
prohibition that no foreign newspapers or periodienls or South African news-
Jl))apers not three weeks old may be xead or circulated in tho district (f.e.,
urban Road to Orange River, Stellenbosch, and Sir Lowry Pass, N.C.O.R,
to Nuy), and you must advise the newsagents in your district to the effect
that any foreign ncwapuPem or perindicals or South Afriean newspapers
consigned to places in the sbove district will he stopped by the Districk
Commandants until the papers are three weeks old.”

This was addressed, **To all concerned—Western System,” hy
* A. Difford, Traffic Manager for LM.R.,” i.e,, for the Imperial
Military: Railways —(Sours Arnicay Nuws, September 11¢h, 1901.)
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SOME  MARTIAL LAW REGULATIONS.

A sample of these regulations may be seen in those which, accord-
ing to Reuter’s agent at Queenstown, in the Eastern Province of the
Colony, the Commandant there, Colonel E, H. Llewellyn, issued on
January 20th, 1901, to the following effect :—

‘(1) No one to be allowed to enter or to leave the districk without a pass,

“(2) Political moesetings, or gatheringe which might resulé in a breach
of the pence, to be prohibited. . .

¢(3) Letters, telograms, and Press matter to be subject to censorship,
and goods $o examination, .

“ (4) Tho sale of liguor to treops and natives forbidden, and bara to be
closed b 10 p.m. - . .

“ (5) Possession of firenrms or smumunition forbidden unless registered.

““ (6) Persons under suspicion of assisting the enemy, exciling dissatisfac-
Lion, or disturbing the peace fo be liable to arvest without warrant,

% (7) Suspicious persons livble to De arresfed, wrordered fo leave fhe
district. :

4 (8) Porsons using language with the intention of raising or fomenting
disaffection, or of promoting hostilities bebween the difterent
classey of the Queen’s subjects to be liable to six months’
imprisonment, wnd & fine of £100.” (The italics are mine.)

{Sour Arnioaw News, Jannary 30th, 1901,)

The following notice, isseed on February 25th, 1901, by the Com-
mandant of the Hanover distriet, Lieutenant Gedge, illustrates how
the unfortunate Dutch farmers were placed between the devil of high
treason and the decp ses of exile and loss of home,” A similar notice
was issued in other districts i—

SAMARTIAL LAW.

“NoTior To INHABITANTS.

“Wherens it is expedient to afford porsons— who for any ov various
roagons mey desire bo avail themselves of it——protection against the Com-
mandos of the onemy now roaming in and about this distviet, the following
notica is promulgated, viz. :—Men allowing themselves to fall into the
cenemy’s hunds will bo guilty of high treason, aven if compelled to join him,
They should, therefore, if not belonging to a hranch of the defence forco,
removo to districts not threatened by tho onemy, or come for protection into
ane of the pluces acoupied by the Imperial forces. Porsons who fail to take
one or other of these precautions do ao ab their own risk, :rmd no compensa-
tion will, under any eixcumstances, be given for losses suflered by those who
allow themselvos or any momber of their families to bo commandeered by
the enemy. Such porsona ag wish to toke advantage of the foregoing ave
invited to place themselvoes in communication with the. Commandant with a
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view to making satisfactory arrangements in regard to their families, stock

and belongings. Each caso will be dealt with on its merits, and the military

authorities will afford all reasonable sssistance to bona fide applicants.”
(Sourn Arrioaw News, March 20, 190L.)

The following is 'a Martial Law Notice issued on July 8th, 190t,
by the Commendant at the Paarl, Major Wedgwood :—

“MARTIAL LAW NOTIOE No. 12.

Tt having been brought to the notice of the Commandant that certain
coges of malicious damago to fruit trees, wire fences and other timber have
occurred in the Dal and Klsin Krakongtein, it is hereby notified that no one
isallowed off their farms in these districts unless for the purpose of eoming
to Panrl or Wellington for markebt or urgent necossity, such as fetching a
doctor, and that after sundown no one is allowed out of their houses on any

retoxt whatever. "This does not apply to members of the District Mounted
roops, or Field Cornsts of these districts.

‘ Bvery resident in these two Field Corneteies will have posted on the
door of their houses, in clear and distinet writing, o list of the names of the
members of their household, and will be lisble to account for nny of thom
to the District Mounted Troops or other patrol.”

(Sourn Arrroan Nrws, July 17¢h, 1901.).

The Colesburg ‘correspondent of the Midland News, commenting
upon “the severe restrictions placed uponr the farming community,”

wrote :— .

¢ The farmor ig prohibited from being out of doors on hie farm between
the hours of 6 p.m. and 7 a.m. From & n.m. to 7 2.m,, the usual busy
hours, 1 presume he will have to drown his foelings in moderate doses of
coffee. gnce o fortnight he is {)ermihted to send his wagon into town with
produce, and to return with o limited supply of rations : and, morvover,
there is to be no visiting one another's farig en reute.”—(SourH Arnican
News, June 26th, 1901.)

On August 19th Reuter’s agent at Queenstown telegraphed that—

““ A fresh Martial Law order came into force, closing all stores in the
Queen’s Town district, and requiring all goods likely to be of use to the
enemy to be taken to the towns specified. ~ Another order forbids delivery
by rail of civil supplies to any stations on the Eastern line, save Queen’s
Town, King William’s Town (and six others named) except under permit
from Commandant of ares, Country residonts are forbidden to possess
more than one week's supply of provisions."—(Sourm Armroaw News,
August 28th,) : '

The Martinl Law Regulation under which in Augnst 1r. Marais
and his friends at the Paarl were imnprisoned and deported to
Bepufort West provides that any person in o Martial Taw District who

shall— : ‘
¢ (1) Be ackively in arms againet His Majesty, or :
(2 Directly incite others to take up arms against His Mujesty, or
£$(3) Actively aid or assist the enomy, or ‘
# 43 Commit any overt act by which the safoty of His Majesty™s
) forees or subjects ave endunpgered,

_** Shall immediately on arrest be tried by o Militmy Court . . , .
and shail on convietion be linble to the severest penaslties. These include
death, penel servitude, hnprisonment and fine.

v e
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e dwy person reasonably suspected of such gffences is liable to be arrested
without warrant, or sent oub of the district, to be hereafter dealt with by a
Military Court.” (The italics ave mine.)

Mr. Marais was charged, when at last, three weeks after his
arrest, a warrant was made out, with contravening section (2) of the
above regulation, and wus, by the terms of the regulation, entitled
to be *immediately tried,” but, like so many.others arrested under
like circumstances, he has been kept for months without trial,

Confined to their Farms.—Over large parts of the Colony the
farmers are or were prisoners on their farms, On April 126h, Reuter’s
agent at Somerset East telegraphed the arrest and imprisonment for
twelve days without trial of a wealthy farmer named Gert Scheefers,
of Upsal, in the Somerset Division, He was then summarily tried by
the Commandant for failing to deliver two horses to him and also
failing to report the arrival of the enemy on his farm, and also for
twice leaving his farm without the Commandant’s leave. He was
found guilty only of the last charge and fined £20.—(Sournr AFRIOAN
Nuws, dpril 1760, 1901.) :

4 Year's Imprisonment without Trial,—On April 26th, 1901
(according to the Litenhage Times), n Oape Member of Parliament,
Mr. C, J. Lotter, his son, and a My, Fourie, Aaving besn arrested on
Jamuary 24¢h, were brought up after several weekly remands before
the acting Resident Magistrate. In the meantime their farm was
going to rack and ruin, and an application was made—repeatedly
mwade before—that Fourie, the manager, or the son, might be allowed
out on bail to look after it, the accused not having been charged or
examined in any way. The Magistrate adjourned the Court for
half-an-hour to consult the military, and returned, saying, “The
military will not entertain any such proposition, and the Court
has to be puided by them.” They offered, however, to allow some
“approved person” to look after the farm, in reply to which the
defendants said that a complete stranger might be worse than useless.
In the Zmes, of January 9th, 1902, appesred a telegram from Reuter’s
agent at Uitenhage, saying that “Mr. C, J. Lotter had been committed
for trinl on o charge of high treason.”

On August 9th Reuter's agent at Worcester telegraphed that
“for failing to comply with a Martial Law order to bring in- their
horses by a certain day, bwo farmers named Latogan had all their
animals confiscated, and that this fact had been published in the loeal
Standord as a werning to others.”

Deportation of * Undesirables.”—On August 11th Reuter's agent
at Middelburg telegraphed that “six Dutch residents had been
sontenced by the Commandant to one month’s imprisonment ench for
withholding important information concerning the enemy”; and on
August 21st that, in naddition to “over forty politieal prisoners,
fifty-nine men and six women had to report themselves daily to the
militory authorities, and were not allowed to leave the town.”
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On September 11th the same agency telegraphed :—

*¢ Thirty-four undesirables have just been gent off to the rofuges cawmp
ab Porb Alfred. Among them is the Hon. 3L J, Pretorius, of the Logisla
tive Couneil, who had all his horses confiscated fur disobeying a Markial
Law order.”"—(CaprE Tives, September 11th.)

Sufferings of Natives.—-Ib is not only upon the Duteh farmera that
Martial Law regulations fall so hesvily, but upon the Xing's nustive
subjects also. On October 4th Reuter’s Queen’s Town correspondent
telegraphed :— '

“The Natives of Kamastone and Ox Kranll Locations, owing to Marbind
Law regulations closing all -country stores and trading stabions, have been

" vory seriously pub to it. During the last few years their flocks and crops
have failed, and they were almost without foodstufls, Some of them hove
now towall forlymilesto Queen’s Town to oblain the 1week’s provisions allowsd.”
{Walics mine.) (Oare Tryes, October 9th.)

New Crimes,—Martial Law regulations have covered still more
curious and novel offences. Thus on January 24th Reutor’s agent ab
the Panr] recorded the infliction of two months' imprisonmont upon
one Webbe, “for gtating that the military would commuandecr pigs,
snd that he himself in the meantime was buying them at half-price.” —
(Soutr Arrroan News, Jonuary 30¢h, 1901.)

And on January 21st, & Oradock farmer named Botha (according
to Reuter) was “ lob off with a fine of £1 on the plea that he hod not
seen the proclamation on the subjeet,” the charge against him hoing,
“using seditious language on the ocension of o visit of the Town
Guard to his farm.” '

And on January 16th, one John Reath, o farmer, residing near
Border Siding, was avrested and lodged in gaol ab Fourbeon Strenms ns
being “suspectad of decidedly pro-Boer proclivities.” —{Sourn Arrican
News, Jonuary 16th, 1801) On August 23rd, Reuter’s agent =t
Swellendam telegraphed (—

# A number of local pro-Boers have been arrested by order of the Com-

mandant and lodged in the towa gaol, where they are now in custody of the
town guard, . This step has given groat aatisfnction to the loyslists,”

On September 25th, at Fraserburg, a boy of sixteon, Fendril do
‘Waal, was sentenced to pay a fine of £3, or suffer o month's hard
labour, for using abusive language towards the Town Guord.".-
{Reutsr's Agent at Fraserburg.)

Division of Families,—In Moy, Mr. Scholtz, of Cape Town, wished
to live with and assist his aged pavents in the Kimberley district, 1lle
was forbidden to fulfil this natural wish, as the following lottors show : —
: “ Oape Town, May 17th, 1801,
“The Qommandant, Kimberley. oo :

*Dean 8rn,—L have approsched the chief Permit Oficer on bohalf of
Mr. G. O, J. 8choltz, for leave to proceed to Moritzfontein, in distrios of
Kimborloy (the properby of Mr. G. Scholtz, sen.), with his family, goods
and chattols, as well as his cattle, He intends teking up his rosidonce
thero, and care for his aged father and mother, as well ay cavrying on furm-

a7

ing oporntions. The chief Permit Officer recommends my applying to you
for the necessary permission for BMr. Scholtz to take up his permanent
residence in your district.

© Mr. Scholtz has been resident in the Cape Division for over twelre
years, and is woll known here, as well as in the district of which you are

" Commandant.—I am, ete.”

The following was the reply -—
AP O 0ls Office, Kimberley, Moy 268k,
**Dear SIr,—1 regrek to inform you that Bir, Scholtz's request cannot
for the present be entortained., There will, of courss, be no objection to

his coming here at tho end of the war.
A. H. Devennsn, Carr. B.A., A P.O.C.

—(SovrE AFRIOAN WEWS, June (th, 1901.)
What iz a Meeting —-On Monday, June 10th, My, Cillie, o Mem-

' Der of the Cape Parliament, and seven other gentlemen, were charged

by the Military hefore the Resident Magistrate at Wellinglon with
havinginfringed & certain Martial Law regulation by holding a meeting.
The principal witness for the prosecution was tho Commandans, Captain
Eyre, who stated that he went one afternoon to Mr. Cillie's farm and
suww five of the aceused on the farm, and met some of the others driving
to the farm. Under the reguletions more than four persons constituted
a meeting,  He had given no permission for such a meeting. M. Cillie
having given evidence that the gentlemen soen by the Commandant were
friends visiting bim and people on businesy, of whom wany eame to
gee him ns the Member of Porliament, the Magistrate said he wished
to henr no further ovidence, and dismissed the case—(Sooni Arnioax

" Nuws, June 12th, 1901.)

Deportation of Ladivs.—On June 28th Mrs. Rousseau, the wife of o
much-respected Dutch Reformed Minister ot Pietermaritzburg, was
staying at Granff Reinet, in the Cape Colony, to nurse her aged invalid .
mother, when she was suddenly presented with an order from the Com- *
mandant that she was to leave at onee for Port Alfred, a village on the
sputh enstern const of the Colony. To her entrenties to be allowed to
stay, and her promise not to leave the house if she might stay with her
mother, the Commandant's reply was, - #*Madam, T cannot aceede to
your request.” The lady had never been even accused of any breach of
Murtial Law regulations or any offence whatover. She, howaver, had
to leava Graoff Reinet, and on arvrival at Porl Alfred, whera they wers
told to report themselves every twenty-four hours, was conducted, with
three other ladies and twenty-one men, under sn armed foot and mounted
gunrd, to the office of the Commeaudant at the Court House, After
heing kept waiting for some time, the ladies were permitted to go to
the station for their luggage and male such arrangements as they
could for their board and lodging.—(Sournt Arrioan Nrws, July L0th,
1901.)

A Midnight Visit to o Duteh Parsonage,—On July 17th the Rev.
Mr. Scholtz, minister of Colesherg, was staying at the Paarl, on his
way to Cape Town and Burope, with his friend, the Rev. Mr.
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Moorrees, at the Dutch Reformed Parsonage. His arvival was duly
reported by Mr. Moorrees according to the regulations, and enteved in
the police-book. At halfpast twelve at night on the 18th, according
to Mr. Scholiz’s own account :—

T was fast asleep when I heard a thundering noise at my
window. T had left the candle burning, as T had not felt well through
thcoa evening. When I awoke with the noise T blew out the candle,
thinking thab it was past the hour for lights to be burning, 1 henrd
8 voice at the window say: ‘Light the candle, or Il smash the
window.” After I had lit the candle, the voide was again heard:
“Open the window at once.’ I did so, and immediately o man in
khaki jumped through my window and stood in the room. T saw
several men in khali outside the window. One asked me, ¢ Where is
M}'. Moorrees 1’ I said, ‘In his bedroom.” He asked where it was? I
said I wasg a stranger and did not know. Tell him to geb up and
open the front: doox, as the military wish to go through the house.’
Just then Mr. Moorrees came, very much annoyed at the disturbance, 25
his wife is a very delicate lady. “He opened the front door.” '

Mr, Scholtz was submitted to some vough crogs-examination
by & Major Baker, who then left with his men, The next day, Friday,
the Parsonuge was surrounded by guards, and My, Scholtz was for.
bidden to leave. On Monday the guards wers removed, and a note
sent to Mr. Scholtz as follows :—* By order of the Commandant your
%%ardzi,hwe been removed, and you ave permitted to proceed to Cape

wn,

On September 7th Renter's correspondent ab Piquetburg tele-
graphed that “ a young and inexperienced farmer, named Maritz,” had
been fined £5 by the Commandant for “ not bringing up his horses to
be sent away for protection, and for his insolence,” and that anocther
farmer, named Basson, was fined 10s, for « using unbecoming language
to Mr. Fick,  loyalist.—(Carr Trstns, Seplember 11¢%.) o

Dangerous Traitors—On September 11th nine givls aged from 15
to 20 and one merried woman wore sentenced to 30 dayy’ imprisonment
for “,hswbourmg with the King’s enemies and supplying them with
food. > The alleged offence had been committed six months befovs ab
Maraishurg, on the ocension of a Boer commando passing through the
village. The girls, who knew some of the Boers well, welcomed them
with food and siuging, for which they were sent for a month to herd
with the common criminals in the county gaol. Two of the girls, after
10 days’ imprisonment, were discharged, “for want of evidence,’—
{Ztouter’'s Special Service, September 11h; Sovrnm AFricay Npws
September 181h.) '

. Recruiting ths District Mounted Zroops.—The following descrip-
tion of Martinl Law in September in the Aberdeen district, given by a.
correspondent in the Bastern Province Herald, a strong Government
poper, is suggestive :—- L , _ ‘

. “The work of clearing farms in this distriot is being adwmirably exocuted
by the District Mounted troops, a body mainly compos%d of loyrfl farmors,

TS T
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who, hoving thoroughly grasped the advisability of such procedure, show
their co-operative willingness in & practical way, Their nambor is dajly
incrensing. Those who do nof join are kept under sugervision by reporting
their presence howrly, also by assisting n maintaining cleanliness throughout
the toun. A steady exodus of undosirables takes place. . . . . The least
contravention of Martial Law regulations is stringently dealt with, During
Inst week a patrol visited several houses after 9 p.m. The inhabitants were
counted, and anyone present whose name did not appear ticketed on the
door was fined, from £5 upwards. Three persons were fined £10, £7 and
£D respectively for irying to evade censorship in their correspondence.” The
italies ure mine.—(SovrH Arrroax News, Sepfember 11th, 1901.)

Vinws oF THE “TLoyvanisis” ox THE BErrecrs oF MantTian Law.

Perhaps the most eloquent testimony of all to the suffering inflicted
by Martial Law is the opposition by the “loyalists” to its extension to
Cape Town, It was strenuously opposed by the Cape Government,
the war press, and prominent civil officials. On August 31st, when it
was lnown that the Imperial authorities were urging its extension to
Cape Town, even the Cape T¥mes was constrained to writo:—

“ Enowing what Martial Law means and what it inevitably must mean,
we huve un  priovi objection to any proposal for its extonsion, especially
for ity extension to o pupulous const city, where social life is more complex,
whero the ecivil government has its hend-quarbers, and where its influence
upon trade may possibly be disastrons,”

And on September 4th the Mayor of Cape Town is reported in the
Press to have expressed the following views i~ -

T think,” said the Mayor warmly and with emphasis, * that the enfore.
ing of Martial Lnw in Cape Town or in any other const towns would be the
very grentest blunder that the military could commit. If T thought for one
moment that by having Martial Law in this city the war in the Transyaal ox
the Orango Rivoer Colony, or the invasion and rebellion in paxts of thig Colony
would be abated in sny way, I should be the first to hold up my hand in
favour of it. Far from thinking that, I believe, on the contrary, that
Martial Law.in 8 oisy lilke Cape Town would not only not tend to bring the
war to o cloge but would create ruin, crime, destitution, and pevorty within

our borders, ., . . 7
* Your point is that Martial Law would aggravato tho present sorry con-

dition of the better class of vefugees?” ] .
+Most certainly it would, most eertainly,” replied the Mayor delibexately.

“ And what about trade?” :

*“Woll, trade.would be porelysed. And L will go further and say that
tho spirit and temper of the poople would be sorely tried by such treatment,
after having done, us they have done, so much in the past for those who
have beon concernod with the war.”—(CUare Tidtes, September 4th.)

1t may be added that the Mayor is an Imperialist beyond reproach,
and has been recently decorated, .

"MarmianL Law 18 TEE Coasr Towws, -

Martial Law wes only finally proclaimed on October 11th after the
Prime Minister and the Attorney-General had journeyed to Pretoria
to interview Lord Kitchener on the subject, and then subject to the
following mitigation of military methods, issued in o Governinent
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tfazetta Batrasrdinary on October 116h, from the “ Prime Ministers
Office, Cope Town” 3 *

¢ With refevence to tho nbove proclamation (of Martial Law) attention ix
directed to the following Army Order which applies to the whole Colony of
the Cape of Good Hupe. ‘

¢ Sypney Coopex, Secrebary.”
“SPECIAL ARMY ORDER. ‘
. ¢ Pretoria, Oclober 9th, 1901,
“MarTian Law Boarp,

** A Board shall be established for the consideration of all complaints o
grievances relating to the sdministration of martial law in the Cape Colony
other than pecuninry clanims against His Mojesty’'s (Government. Such
Board shall consist of three members nominated by His lixcellency the
Governor of the Cape Colony, the Prime Minister, and the Genersl Officer
communding Cape Colony respectively. All complaints and grivvances,
whether presented through or from the civil authority, or privately, shall be
laid before the Bourd for consideration. * By Order,

‘ “N, P Kerny, Major-General Adjntant-General.”

Tae Conprrron oF THE PROPLE.

The increasing sadness of the situation wmay be seen from the
following admission made six weeks later by the leading Imperialist
paper in Cape Town :(—

* Meantimo the condition of the people goes from bad to worse, The
farmets in many purts, se far from cultivating their farmns, nre not even
living on them, others are acoumulating debts, from which they ean searcely
hope to recover. Loss and disaster of overy kind prevails, to say nothing of
the penslsies inflicted deily upon thoze misgnided men who yield to the
temptation of the roving commandoes,”—{Cave Traes, November 23r:d,)

Dervosition oF Disrricr CoMMANDANTS.

On  December 5th o further curtailment of - the military
jurisdiction was achioved, as appears from the following telegram
sent by Reuter’s agent at Cape Town to the British Press :—

“The distriot commandants in Oape Colony are being abulished and

their Quties in counection with the administration of Mattinl Law are being
taken over by the magistrates under military control.”

The state of things thus created is a ourious one. According to
the Midland News of December 3rd, the Magistrate at Cradock was
advised three days before— - ‘

" *That he would have t0 assumo the duties of Deputy Administrator of
Martial Low in thab districs, acting under Oupta.in elson, who had been
nppointed Administrator of that (No. 8) aren.’ ‘ .

The Editor adds :— .

“ Ag far as we can malke out, bhe office of Commandant at sets of

Magistracios js to be abolished, and tho civil and military work connected
with the military situation will be divided, the civil work coungeted with
supplies, permity; and the trinl of ﬁersons nrrested under Martind Lw hoing
dealt with by the Megistrato ond his staff, and the direction of all military
oporations and control of all military forces and other details heing managed
by o military officer.”—(MrnLanp News, December 3rd.)

N
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Tae I}_uusfrzcl-: A¥ND Unwispon or Arprying Mapmar Law To
raE Oirs DutcH.

It has been my object to show the illegality, or rather the unpre-
cedentud illegality, of the way Martinl Law has been applied and
administered in the Cape Colony. But I cannot coneclude without
noticing also tho folly and injustice of it.  For the people
who have been placed under the harrow were not in the main
enemies or rebels, but British subjects who up to, and even since, the
outbreak of thowar had given remarkable proofs of being well affected
to the Empire, and were entitled therefors to forbeamrance and not
severity. For this there is the testimony of those members of the
presont-Administration who should know thom best. Therois the still
stronger testimony of their own acts Tt was writing of these men in
August, 1897, that Sir A. Milner, Governor of the Cape Colony, said
to Mr. Chamberlain :—

*‘I hayo no doubt the same loyalty has been displayed in other ports of
the Empire, but it apperrs to me of peculiar interest undor the special
circumstonces of the Cape Colony, and in view of recent evenls which have
caused @ feeling of considerablo bitterness among different sections of the
community, All T'con say is that, as far ns Iam ablo to judge, the raeinl
differences have not nffected the loyalty of any portion of the population to
Her Majesty the Queen,” ‘

It was a Government supported by these Dutch Colonists who in
the following year (November, 1898) proposed and carried without s
dissentient voice the Cape Aect, No. 20, of 1898, which bound the
Colony to pay an annual contribution of £30,000 to the British Navy,
and which by another Aet provided incrensed facilities in their greab
Uolonial harbour for the reception of British flests.

It was of the Parliamentary party returned by these men that the
First Lord of the Admiralty (Mr. Goschen) said publicly on
May 18th, 1899 :—

¢ The motion to grant £30,000 a yosr was carried unanimously, The
Adricandors were in power. The powor had passed from Sir G Sprigg.
The Bond party were at fhe helm, ~ But i made no difference, and lob the
couniry understand 44, —(Trwes, May 19¢h, 1889.)

Tt was of the most distinguished Cape Dutchmen that the present
First Lord of the Admiralty (Lord Selborne), then Under Secretary
%r ::Ihe Colonies, said on July 28th of the same year, in the House of

ords i—

*“Although it is the misfortune of Hoer Mujesty’s’ Government by no
moans always to soe cye to eyo with their distingnished follow-countrymen,
Mr. Schroinor and My, Hofmoyr, or with Mr. Fischor of the Orange Free
State, yet T should be wrong if I did noet acknowledge the nssistance they
have rendered in bringing the present proposals of the South Afriean
Republio to the point at which they are. I should bo doing these eminent
;nen ug :nJuﬁfmmf I dt:fl'mt Bt:lpposo that dthuy would_have boon willing to
inve done the same thing st any tine during the lag ara, ' —
(FLAnsaxD, Vol, 15, . 6503 8 b ovon yoars.
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It was of the rank and file of these Dutch subjects of the King
that Mr. Chamberlain himself only last February 18th made the
following declaration -

“For xay pact, I am a4 {0 believe that o very large proportion, I
believe the majority, of . ‘v miny bo reckoned among tho loyahst
population. From thosc, the. “o by mothing to feu.r "—(HawsARD,

Vol. 80, p. 431.)

- These, then, are the men who, by the qentences of mzhtary officevs,
destitute, by no fault of theirs, of all knowledge of low and of all
judicial training, have been shot, hanged, tmnsporbed and sent to
penal servitude for life by the score, and condemned to long
terms of imprisonment, heavy fines, exile from home, and occasionally
corporal punishment. 'What will be the verdict of posterity upon the
morality of this policy of His Majesty’s Government a contemporary
critic is perhaps not in a position to suy, but that history will condemn
the folly of it can hardly bo matter for doubt,

FREDERIC MACKARNESS,

Printed by the National Pross Agenoy, Limited, Whiteériars Houas, Oarmelite 5t., London, B.O.
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