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P R E F A C E .  

H E  celebration of the Centenary of Sierra Leone, 
coinciding as it did with the celebration of Her 
Majesty's Jubilee, lias formed an important feature 

in tlie liistory of tlie Settlement, and lias given it a degree of 
promineiice whi'cli it lias probably never before enjoyed. 

The founding of Sierra Leone was a great event in the 
history, not only of the inliabitants, but of the Negro race 
evqrywliere. At the time tliat tlie Settlemei~t,was founded, it 
was held as a conviction by all civilised natioiis, excepting a 
few individuals in England, tliat it was riglit to enslave the 
Africans-that a Divine clecree had sanctioned their servitude. 
Tlie establisliment of this Colony for tlie purpose for wliich 
it was founded was a direct repudiatioii of this unhallowed 
theory. I t  laid down a principle, wliose worlting and develop- 
ment abolished the Slave Trade, abolished Slavery througliout 
the British, Frencli, Dutcli and Danisli Colonies, and in the 
United States, and is still at worlt hastening tlie disentliral- 
ment of tlie fettered milliolis in Brazil and tlie Spanisli 
Colonies. Therefore, tlze anniversary, especially tlie Cen- 
tennial Aniiiversary, of tlie establisliment of this great prin- 
ciple, was considered wortliy of grateful and enthusiastic 
recognition by inembers of tlie Negro race everywliere. 
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~~t it was aii event to be specially honoured by Sierra 
i Leoneanc. I t  would have been unpardonable in tlie inhabi- 
i tants of tliis Settlement, if they liad not felt a local pride in 
! 

! tlie great event commemorated. This soil-Sierra Leone 
soil-liad tlie lionour of being consecrated a s  the scene.for 

I the first practical application of the great principle, not only 
of universal freedom, but of giving to tlie African a com- 

b fortable Iiome in tlie land wheiice lie ivas so violently torn. 

i 
It is gratifying to Irnow, tlierefore, tliat the deliberate juclg- 

I meiit of public opinion favoured the recognition of the 
Centennial Anniversary, and the general feeling of tlie people 
ratified its coniiection with the celebration of Her Majesty's 
Jubilee. 

Tlie blending of tlie commemoration of these two impor- 

tant events was not without interest and significance. I t  is 
during Her Majesty's reign tliat the most important events 

1 affecting Africa's destiiiy, and bearing upon the objects and 
purposes of Sierra Leone, liave transpired. T h e  Queen lias 
in several instances impressed tlie people of West Africa with 
a sense of her personal interest in tliem and their country. 

! . She received within her private circle an African child, rescued 
from deatli, and provided for her education. It was the 
Queen's Government also which received into tlie famiiy of 
nations tlie first independent Christian Negro Government in 
Africa, arid twice preseiited tlie infant Republic of Liberia 
vessels of war to give digiiity to lier dkbut aild protect her 
nascellt interests. It was considere? also that the unioll ~f 

the celebrations ~ 0 u l d  afford the advantage of giving a wider 
intere~t to the Centeniry, \vhicli was in a measure local, arid 

PREPACE. is I 
\ 
I 

of putting tlie Settlement, wliile celebrating a purely local 
i 
i < 

event, in accord:with millioiis of Her Majesty's subjects in 
i 
I 

different parts of tlie xvorld, who rejoiced in the fiftieth anni- i 
versary of the accession of a Sovereign who lias not only i 

reigned longer than most Sovereigns, but deserved to reign 
longer than many. 

Owing to tlie unfavourable reputation of the climate, the 
i 

West Africa Settlements liave .received, perhaps, less con- I 

tinuous atteiitioii than any otlier portion bf Her ~ a j e ' s t ~ ' s  1 
doininioiis. If we except tlie Gold Coast, there liave been no i 

i 

incidents in their history of commanding or abcorbing interest. I 
Tlie elements of the roinantic and tlie picturesque liave been 
wanting in their career. On the contrary, the reports Ivhich 
have been circulated from time to time concerning them have 
beenmthe reverse of alluring or attractive. 

SIERRA LEONE, by far tlie most important of them, both 
in its raisoli d'Etre and in i t s  political, coininercial and social 
infliience, lias been viewed from a distance, aiid by many witli 
a sliudder. It has, as  a rule, been superficially and hastily 
judged by passing travellers; aiid the estiniate of tlie amount ! 

and quality of its civilisation and religion has been far from. 
flattering. This estimate lias been suggested chiefly by the ' 

~vritings of persons who had neitlier the leisure, the vvill, nor 
the ability to malte aii impartial and accurate study of the 
people or tlie country, and tlie results of wliose observations 
or experience, as given to the ~vorld, must be attributed partly 
to an intense and ~vliolly undiscriininating prejudice and want . 

of sympatliy, and partly to a reduiidantly fertile imagination. 
But it is consolatory to ltnow that tlie misrepresentations have 



almost always proceeded from irresponsible parties. Men of 
elevated social standiiig or onicial responsibility have never- 
with the rarest possible exceptions-allowed themselves to be 

I 
so lacking in self-respect, or in the sense of well-bred pro- 
priety, as to be carried away by tliat clownish love for 
caricature or rampant liumour at otlier people's expense, 

I wliicli appeals more to vulgar instincts than to  cultivated 
taste. 

Biit notwiths'tanding all dra~vbaclts, the Settlement lias 
been steadily advanciilg in political, social, and intellectual 
importance. Lhe ignorante and prejudice which delighted 
in exaggerateci and untruthful representations will now stand 
without excuse. 

Tlie following pages, containing a record of tlie pro- 
ceedings of the recent Celebratioii, will, it is hoped, a t  least 

- 

show that whatever may liave been tlie condition of tliings in 
the jast, the transforming power of civilisation is talring hold 
of the people, a new spirit is insinuating itself among them, 
and the Second Century of tlie Settlement Opens with the 
most favourable auguries. 
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': 2% T a ineeting of tlie Committee of Arrangements for 

)I the  Celebration of I-Ier Majestyls Jubilee and the  I 
i/ 1 
!\ Centenary of t h e  Settlement, held June 27tl1, 1887, 
1, ,! 

the following Resolutioi~s were adopted :- 
!I 
; j 

I. Tliat tlie tliaiiks of the Committee be given to His Excel- 
lency Deputy-Governor James Sliaw Hay, C.M.G., for 

j tlie able and generous services rendered by liim in pro- 
moting tlie plans of tlie Committee. 

I ' 
2. Tliat tlie thanl<s of the Committee be giveti to tlie Hon. 

Samuel Lewis for his very instructive and appropriate 
j Oration, delivered in tlie Wilberforce Memorial Hal1,'on 

tlie occasion of tlie Celebration, and that he be reqiiested 
to furnish a copy for publication. 

3. That tlie tlianks of tlie Coinmittee be given to the Rev. 
Samuel Spain, for liis interesting and eloquent Address, 
delivered . at  the Model Scliool Room, before the 
Gramniar School and tlie Wesleyan High Scliool, and 
for his liaving placed it at the disposal of tlie 
Committee. 
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i 

I 
i 

i 4. That the thanks of the Committee be given to  the Rev. 
Frank Nevill, M.A., for tlie very appropriate Hynins 
composed by him for the occasion. I 

i 5. That the thanks of the Committee be g-iven to Dr. Edward 
i W. Blyden, for writing the Historical Play and the 

Centenaiy Ode. 1 

6. That the ihanks of the Committee be given to the ~ a d i e s  
E 
i 
I 

and Gentlemen who took part in the performance of the 
Historical Play. 1 t, 

7. Tliat the thanlcs of the Committee be given to the L'adies 
of the Sierra Leone Musical Society, for their brilliant 

i 
I 
1 
? 

and successful Concert in connection with the Cele- + 
bration. ' 

I 

8. Tliat an accoiint of the Proceedings, Addresses, &C., in $ 

connection with tlie Celebration, be compiled and pub- ? 

lished in a volumc, of good stout paper, clear type, and ! 

strong and elegant binding, to be called THE JUDILEE 
AND CENTENARY MEMORIAL VOLUME. 

THE BENTENBRY AND JUBILEE. 

i 

,: 3 T had been contemplated by some of the inhabitants of 
Sierra Leone, from the early part of 1884, during the 

i 

I Administration of Sir Arthur E. Havelock, K.C.M.G., to 
provide for a suitable celebration of the Centenary of 

1 the Settlement. 
1 
!. The first public meeting for the formal discussion of the subject, 

with a view to definite arrangements for the celebration, took place in 
the Model School Room on Tliursday evening, August ~ z t h ,  1886, 

I the Rev. CHARLES MARILE, Wesleyan Superintendent of the Freetown 
Second Circuit, in the Chair. After several able and patriotic 
Speeches, in wliich the Hon. Samuel Lewis, J. A. M'Carthy, Esq., 
S. J. Wright, Esq., Dr. Sylvester J. Cole, &C., tookpart, a Committee, 
consisting of twenty-four gentlemen, with power to increase their 
number, was formed. 

At a subsequent meeting, lield at  tlie office of Hon. Samuel Lewis, 
His Excellency JAMES SHAW HAY, C.M.G., was elected President 
ex-oficio of the Committee, and the following gentlemen Vice- 
Presidents :- 

Hon. ~ a m u e l  Lewis, Ernest Vohsen, E S ~ . ,  J. B. M'Carthy, Esq., 
J. A. M'Carthy, Esq., Hon. Syble Boyle, Dr. E. W. Blyden. 

Samuel H. A. Case, Esq., and Rev. 0. Moore were elected 
Sccretnries, and James Taylor, Esq., Trens$6rer. 

The following is a complete list of the Committee :- 

Hon. Samuel Lewis, Hon. S. Boyle, Dr. E. W. Blyden, Dr. D. P. 
Ross, Dr. Wm. Renner, Dr. Sylvester J. Cole, Capt. J. A. Lewis, 
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Messrs. J. A. M'Carthy, E. Vohsen, J. Taylor, Revs. C. Marlte, 
0. Moore, G. J. Macaulay, T. H. Cartliew, J. C. May, hlessrs, J. B. 
Elliott, P. Lemberg, J. B. Mends, I. W. Paris, M. Benson Nicol, 
A. Buckle, S. J. Wright, H. B. Macfoy, W. M. Glouster, C. 0. 
Lardner, C. F. Cromanty, J. S. Williams, B. R. Williams, Samuel 
H. A. Case, J. W. Shaw, J. B. Robcrts, T. Bishop, jun., T. Coienso 
Bishop, Almamy Amarrali, Alpha of Fourah Bay, G. Il. Garrett, 
H. C. Fox, Moses S. Boyle, J. B. M'Carthy, G. B. Williams, C. J. G. 
Barlatt, Samuel F. Owens, J. A. Reffell, C. C. Harding, W. C. Betts, 
H. J .  Pearce. 

At this meeting several suggestious for the celebration of tlie 
Centenary were carefully considered, and the following Appeal to the 
inhabitants of tlie Settlement was ordered to be issued :- 

" FOUNDED expressly to confer the blessingsof Freedom, Civiiisation 
and Religion upon tlie Negro, rescued from a slavery in every respect 
the most griuding and degradiug-a slavery, ivhicli in its peculiar 
features, has been deemed the most gigantic and most infamous 1 
wrong tliat greed and violence combined liad ever perpetrated on any 1 
section of the human family, the Settlement of Sierra Leone will i 
next year (1887) be a hundred years old. That Same year will also i 
complete the fiftieth year of Her Most Gracious Majesty's reign over ! 

I 
the British Empire, an Empire of which Sierra Leone feels proud to i 

form a part. By a happy coincidence then, tlie Centenary of this I 

Settlement synchronises witli tlie Jubilee of Our Gracious Queen, 
I tlius awalceiiing in our breasts at 6nce the ennobling and powerful 1 

sentiments of Patriotism, Gratitude and Loyalty. 
' I  

i 
The conviction lias been everywhere most jiistly entertained that i 

j 
. . , . 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . .  
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i 
the hest and most efficacious way should be sought out and adopted, 

/ to give decided expressions to and demonstrate these sentiments, 

1 which have at all times and in every age been mainspriugs in the 

( 
progress of any community that ever rose to eminente, 

I' Within the period soon to terminate, much certainly has been 
doue, notwitlistanding tlie fact that much yet remaius to be done. 

! From us liave arisen Mechanics and Artisans who, xvith slender 
advantages, have been able to erect our comfortable dwelling Houses 
aiid Public Buildings, and provide for uc other conveniences of 

i civilised life. Provision has been made, by wliich to-day over 5,000 
of our cliildren are receiving the benefit of early education, and our 

i 

:! Higher Seminaries are in vigorous working order, imparting tlie 
advantages of advanced education. and culture-circumstances from 

2 whicli the future development of our country may reasonably be 

I expected. 
'' We have been the means of carrying ou a Commerce which has 

engaged tlie attention of Europe and America on the one hand, and, 
on tlie other hand, attracted to centres of civilisation tlie commodities 
and peoples from the interior of our Continent. 

< ' In sliort, from the degraded condition of a slave, destitute and 
dependent, to tlie'envied aud respectable status of a duly qualified 
member of the English Bar, and of the Faculty of Medicine; of 
Chief Magistrate and Ivlember of Legislative Council in Her Majesty's 
Settlemeiits, of Oficer of the Crown in every post to whicli respecta- 
bility, honour and ability are indispensable requisites ; of Mercliants 
in afnuent conditions, of able Miiiisters of Religion, aye, and of a 
Bishop-the difference is immense; and yet tliis difference lias beeil 
achieved, often under most unfavourable circumstances, in the liistory 
of our Coloiiy. 

INAABITANTS OP SIERRA LEONE ! YOU are now invited, one and 
all, to contribute, according to your powers, in any way you can, to 



tlie proper celebration of a Centenary that has such results to 
recount, and under such happy conjuncture as tlie Jubilee of our 
Sovereign tlie Queen, wliicli will be celebrated in every patt of the 
civilised world. 

"You are appealed to, to strive with one accord and enthusiasm, to 
render tlie coming year, 1887, a fitting close to one period of our 
country's existence, and, most of all and chiefly, to make it, what is 
certainly far more desirable and necessary-to malce it the beginning 
of a iiew era, introducing a better and more satisfactory conditioii of 
things for ourselves and our people as a Community and as an 
important section of the human race. " 

After the issue of this Appeal, a series of Committee Meetings 
was held for the discussion of plans and arrangements for the 
celebration. At the meeting of May 4th, 1887, i t  was decided that 
the Centennial celebration, which liad been fixed for May zznd, 
should be deferred to June zist, tliat it miglit coincide with the 
celebration of 

HER MAJESTY'S JUBILEE. I 

The following gentlemen, representatives of cliurclies and heads of I 
t departments, were then added to the Committee to form a Joint- 

Committee for the united celebration :- i 
i Church Missionary Society . Rev. F. Nevill, M.A. ! 

Wosleyan Society , . , W. R. C. Cockill. I 

Roman Catholics . . ,, Father Blanchet. 1 
United Methodist Free Chnrches , T. Truscott. 1 I 
Native Pastorate . . ,, J. Robbin. ! i 
The Diocese . . Right Rev. Bishop Ingham. t 
Chnrch of God . . Mr. M. T. G. Lawson. I i 
hledical Department . . Dr. Wm. Renner. ! 

A N D  TIIE CENTENARY OF SIERRA LEONE. 

i Surveyor's Department . 
Secretariat and Treasury , 

Customs . 
I Ga01 . 
i 
i 

Police . . 
1 Ecclesiastical . 

Post Office. 
Sanitary . 
Audit . . .  . 
Printing . 
Harbour Master. 
Registrar . 
Sheriff . 
Jndicial , 

Military , 

Commissariat . 
Army Medical . 
Royal Engineering Department . 
The Press . 

W. B. Campbell, Esq. ' 
Honble. T. Risely Griffith. 
M. V. D. Stuart, Esq. 
R. Wade, Esq. 
E. Adolphus, Esq. 
Rev. J. E. Taylor. 
J. H. Spaine, Esq. 
A. Rivington, Esq. 
C. B. Mitford, Esq. 
S. Hemmings John, Esq. 
A. B. Hanson, Esq. 
F. A. Jones, Esq. 
D. Carrol, Esq. 
His Honor F. F. Pinlcett. 
Major Maltby, W.I.R., O.C. 

Troops. 
Major F. E. Bennett. 
Dr. Connolly, P.M.O. 
Lieut. Beaumont. 
F. Cornelius May. 

Tliis arrangement met the hearty approval of all sections of tlie I 
commnnity. I 

On the 16th of June the following programme for the Joint- i 

r 
Celebratioii was pnblished :- 

! 

aF@gRPjdiME. i 

Sia~rlny, Ttn~c 1gtk.-Thanksgiving Services in all tlie churches 
throughout the Settlement, and Offertories. (Special form of 
Thanksgiving and Prayer by the Arclibishop of Canterbury to be 
used.) 
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Moltdny, Jutle 20th.--2 p.m. Reception of Deputations from 
Sherbro, tlie Districts and the Villages, by tlie Governor-in-Cliief 
and Committee at the Government Practising Scliool. 3 p.m., Pro- 
cession of the Pupils of the Grammar School and Wesleyan High 
School to receive representative Banners, to be afterwards lodged at  
tlie Wilberforce Memorial Hall. 5 p.m., Concert on the Government 
Wliarf. 8 p.m., Torchliglit procession (weatlier permitting). 

Roirtc of Procossio+c:-I. The Government Wharf; 2. Water 
Street; 3. East Street ; 4. Rissy Street ; 5. Sackville Street: G. 
Goderich Street ; 7. Government House; 8. Westmoreland Street ; 
9. Howe Street; 10. Oxford Street; 11. Tlie Grammar School ; 
12. Wellington Street; 13. Westmoreland Street; 14. George Street; 
15. The Wharf. 

Tzcesday, tltc 21st.-Firing of 50 guns by the Military Department. 
g a.m., State Service at St. George's Cathedral, according to 
Governmeiit Notice. (Special form of Tlianlcsgiving and Prayer by 
tlie Arclibisliop of Canterbury, to be nsed.) 10 a.m., Opening of 
Wilbeforce Memorial Hall. Opening of Exhibition. The Oration 
immediately after the opening of Hall and Exhibition. Congratulatory 
Telegram to Her Majesty. 8 p.m., Fireworlcs on tlie public wharf, 
8.30 p.m., Historical play at  Wilberforce Memorial Hall, 

AND THE CENTIINAI<Y OF SIERRA LEONE. 7 

GRAND ILLUMINATIONS BY THE PUBLIC. 

Wed~tcsdny, the zzrd.-8 a.m„ Opening of tlie Eotanical Gardens. 
Picnic of the Buxton Sabbatli-school scholars, a t  King Tom's. 
8.30 p.m., Grand subscription Ball a t  tlie Wilberforce Memorial Hall. 

TI~i~~sday, tlto 23vd.-10 a.m., Treat by the Grand East End Club 
to the old and young. 7 p.m., SoirEe of tlie Grand East End Club at  

tlie Government Practising Scliool. g p.m., at Falcoii Bridge 

Battery, Grand Fireworlcs by Messrs. Fisher and Randall (weather 
permitting). 

Friday, j%cae 24tI'.--1z noon, Procession from the West ~ n ' d  by the 
West End Centeiiary and Jubilee Association to Government House 
witli Addresses of Congratulation to His Excellency the Governor. 
12 noon, Assembly of Sunday-scliools and Addresses. 2.30 p.m., 
Sports of the Grand East End Club. 2.30 P."., South East End 
Club Celebrations, to consist OE (ffi) Treat to cliildreii; (b) Sports; 
(C) Procession. 7.30 p.m., Grand Concert by the Musical Society. 

On behalf of tlie Committee. Samuel Lewis, Vice-President ; . 
E. Volisen, J. Taylor, Frank Nevill, J. B. MtCarthy, W. B. Campbell. 

Freetown, June IG, 1887. 

The general entliusiasnl increased as tlie week for tlie celebration 
approached. On Suuday, June ~ g t h ,  religioiis Services were held in 
all the churches and mosques, and Sermons and addresses suitable to 
the occasion were delivered. 

On Monday, tlie 20th of June, tlie Centenary and Jubilee 
Committee assembled at the Government Practising Scliool, nnder 
the Presidency of His Excellency Governor Hay, to receivc the 
Delegates from tlie Districts and Villages. At two o'clock the 
Delegates had all arrived, and the following gentlemen were pre- 
sented to tlie Governor, wlio shook haiids with each as he was 
introduced :- 

I<issy.-Josiah C. Harniltoii, Joliii Taylor, Athanasius T. Macaulay, 
Oliver S. Speiicer, William P. Salter. 

PVclCi~c$ton.-Samuel H. Gerber, Nathan S. Briggs, Moses J. 
Gerber, Romulus C. Moses, Thomas T. Langley. 

Grffift01~-John A. Davies. 
Hnsti~~gs.-Isaac B. Thomas, Tlionias J. Paul. 
PVnVntcv1oo.-Rev. M. Taylor, Rev. J. P. Colter, S. W. I<awaley. 

James Godwin, Charles Nicholson, George Cole. 



Leiccster.-Wm. Smith, N. Renner. 
G1oi~cester.-William Cole, Sigismund Saunders. 

I 
I 
I 

Bat1~cvst.-Daniel G. Pinkney, Ezekiel Bennett. 
Rcgeat.-Thomas C. Williams, John W.  Wlieeks. 

i 
C1tavlotte.-Daniel C. Lacton, Henry S. Williams. 1 

i 

h f u ~ ~ a y  Towii..-W. J. Ashley, George W. Iiing, Joseph W. Cole, 
James G. May. 

Abevdec,i.-Thomas W. kole, George G. Shyllon. 
Godevic1h.-Andrew T. B. Coker. 
Yovlr.-Moses C. Daulphin, Baanali W. Davies, Jolin T. French. 
Kcot.-William Beckley, Hyrcanus Shyllon. 
Dzr6lift.-Thomas Ricliards. 

S1tevko.-C. B. A. Macfoy, William Hughes, J. B. Wright. ! 

Bettgzcc9rtn.-Rev. H. P. Thompson. 

All being seated, His Excellency rose and said :-'' Gentlemen, On 
behalf of the Centenary Committee, I beg to offer you a most cordial 
and hearty welcome, coming as you have done to celebrate two most 
remarkable aud interesting events. I t  is given to  few to celebrate a 
Sovereign's Jubilee, and to still fewer to  celebrate a People's Cen- 
tenary. Our beloved Queen has completed iifty years of reign, and 
she is beloved by all her people, as Queen, wife and mother. She 
has ever set us, her subjects, a'brilliant example of all that is truly 
great and good, and to her we owe a debt of gratitude tliat can never 
be repaid. We have also to celebrate the Centenary of the Colony 
to-day; and, as His Lordship the Bishop has rightly said, it is the 
Colony's second jubilee. I t  has been fraught with difficulties Strange 

and varied. The first settlers found this place a vast desert. I t  was 
full of primeval forest, but now has become what we all see it to-day. 
Perhaps you would ask me wliat can be done to make a people great. 

I should SaY, give your children a good, sound education. Instil in 
tllenl a love of truth; for I believe tliat a well educated and God- 
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fearing people will in time become a great people, and when your 
children and grand-children occupy the places we occupy to-day 
and read tlie proceedings, it will be looked upon as the wisest 
and best interest of their country. You will remember that some 
time ago Subscription Lists were issued for the Imperial ~nstitute, 
and, although I cannot state the number of subscribers, yet the 
amount raised will be over £300. I bid you all a most hearty 
welcome on behalf of the Centenary Committee." 

This speech was responded to by the Rev. Moses Taylor, Delegate 
from Waterloo. 

After the serving of refreshments to the Delegates followed an 
able and eloquent address by the Rev. Samuel Spain, Tutor of Fourah 
Bay College, delivered to the pupils of the Church Missionary Society 
Grammar School and the Wesleyan High School. At the conclusion 
of this address, which was received throughout with great applause, 
two beautiful banners, £2,~ in value, with the inscription- 

AND JUBILBE O F  TRI3 QUEEN, 

1887," 

were presented to tlie two schools on behalf of the Centenary Com- 
mittee; the one of white silk to the Grammar School, by the Rev. 
G. J. Macaulay, of ICissy; and the other, of pink silk, to the High 
School, by Ernst Vohsen, Esq., to be deposited, as memorials, in the 
Wilberforce Memorial Hall. Tlie band of the Grammar School then 
played the National Anthem, and the whole audience united in 
singing, after which tliree clieers for each school were given, and the 
assembly dispersed. 

In the afternoon the Band from tlie Barracks played on the 
Government Wharf, while thousands of persons prornenaded ou 
the Embanlcment. This Musical Entertainment was followed by 
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THE TORCHLIGHT PROCESSION, 

Under tlie management of a Sub-Committee appointed for the pur- 
pose, viz., Messrs. S. 0. Lardner, Benson Nicol, J. B. Mends, J. B. 
Roberts, and S. F. Cromanty, guided by tlie Executive Committee, 
tliese forming a part of the procession, arrived at  the Government 
Wharf at the hour appointed, and torches having been handed to  
tliem, were in readiness to proceed. Sixty boys from the High 
Scliool bore torches also. From the Wliarf the procession marched 
to East Stroet, and as they reached the Battery two shells in their 
lionour were fired by the members of tlie firm of Messrs. Fisher and 
Randall, Limited, who were amusing an immense crowd by a n  
ingenious display of fireworks in tlie Battery grounds. The pro- 
eession went along East Street to ICissy Street, turning up Sackville 
Street, and having marched through the principal streets, followed by 
entliusiastic crowds, separated about midnight. 

In no other part of the world was such a procession possible. 
Not only was there represented a heterogeneous mixture of barbarism 
and civilisation-representatives of different European nations and of 
nearly all the tribes of the Soudan-but every variety of costume, from 
the artistic finish of the Parisian to the primitive simplicity of the 
Limba. Bnt all mingled and commingled in perfect harmony, and 
the procession, the first of the kind ever witnessed here, was a com- 
plete and gratifying success. 

Tuesday, Junc 21st, the day appointed. by the Queen for the 
celebration of the Jubilee, was a memorable day in the annals of the 
Settlement. Contrary to appreliension, in view of the season of the 
year, the day dawned beautifully. 

A few slight showers occurred during the morning, which served 
only to temper the atmosphero and make it comfortable in crowded 
buildings. The State service, which commenced precisely a t  

~ .~ . . . . . .. ~. ....--..--V.-.. ~ ~ .. -~ . . .- . .. .. . ~ .. .- ~. --I  
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nine o'clock in the Catliedral, was a most imposing ceremony. 
Tlie different races and tribes and creeds in the Settlement met 
togetlier in that place of worship, and all sitting under the influence 
of that absorbing patriotism, vvhicli the Bisliop aptly described as the 
" freemasonry " of nations, sent up heartfelt prayers and thanksgiving 
on behalf of the Sovereign whose Jubilee was celebrated. 

hlucli credit is due to the H&. T. Risely Griffith, Colonial 
Secretary aiid Treasurer, for the care with whiolt. provision was made 
for all classec, and the wise discrimination with whicli tickets were 
issued. All heads of departments-military, naval, civil, and ecclesi- 
astical, as weil as representatives of foreign nations and distinguished 
foreign visitors, received special tickets. Tlie Cathedral was gor- 
geously decorated witli the Royal Standard and the flags of different 
nations and other emblems of public rejoicing. Printed copies of the 
Prayers for the Service, written by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
with the hymiis composed for the occasion by the Rev. Frank Nevill, 
M.A., were placed in all tlie pews, affording to all the opportunity of 
joining in the general espressioii of devotional loyalty. The Rev. 
Moses ~ea rce ,  Garrison Cliaplain, and the Rev. Eldred Taylor, 
Acting Colonial Chaplain, toolr part in the service, which was well 
conducted aiid imp;essive. Tlie music, under a skilful conductor and 
executed by a trained clioir, led by a portion of tlie military band, 
was most effective and successful. 

Bishop Ingham, carried away by the general inspiration, surpassed 
liimself in his eloquent address, and became tlie esponent of tlie 
sentiments of his vast and diversified aiidisnce. Tlie liearts of all 
were deeply stirred, and impressions were left never to be effaced 
from memories, enriched by all the grandeur of an instructive, 
picturesque and stately cerem0ny.h Just as the service was drawing 

' Thc 13ishop has kindly allowed tlie publication of Iiis Addrcss in tliis Volumc 
(Seo Appendix). 



to a close, Nature made herself heard-a lively breeze springing up, 
brought with it a refreshing shower, which seemed to be the response 
of the elements to the solemn and impressive ceremonies. $ 

Frorn the Cathedral, the enthusiastic multitude walked across 
Gloucester Street to the new Wilberforce Memorial Hall. Here, 

il 1 
again, the exercises were unique, and appealed with impressive force ! 

to tlie pride of patriotism and to the instinct of gratitude of the k 

crowded assembly. i 
On a platform at  the south end of the Hall sat His Excellency 

! 
James Shaw Hay, C.M.G., as President of the meeting, supported on 
his right by the Right Rev. E. G. Ingham, Bishop of Sierra Leone, 
and on his left hy the Hon. J. I<. Donaldson, Acting Chief Justice. 
The following were the other gentlemen wlio occupied seats on the i 

.! 

platform :- 
Lieut.-Colonel Hill, Oficer Commanding the Troops; Hon. T. 

Risely Griffith, Colonial Secretary and Treasurer; Hon. S. Lewis, 
Hon. T. J. Sawyer, E. Vohsen, Esq., Consul for Germany; M. C. 
Boyle, Esq., Liberian Consul; J. A. Lewis, Esq., United States 

i Consul ; P. Lemberg, Esq., Portuguese Consul; J. Maillat, Esq., Acting 
French Consul ; F. Burman, Esq., Acting Spanish Consul ; Lion Luis 
Sorela, Dr. Blyden; Revs. J. Robbin, C. Marke, G. J. Macauley, T. 
Truscott, 0. Moore, J. C. May; Messrs. J. B. M'Carthy, J. B. Elliott, 
T.. Colenso Bisliop, W. M. Glouster, S. J. Wright, R. Wade and 

j .  

others. q 

At the hour appointed the Deputy Governor rose and said :- 

L' Ladies and Gentlemen,-In connection with the two interesting 
and remarkable events we are now celebrating to-day we have met to  
Open this Hall, which is dedicated to the memory of a great and good 
man, the late William Wilberforce. Of him it may truly be said 
that 'he was never weary of well-doing! Endowed with great 
mental capacity, as well as considerable material resources, he spared 

A N D  T H E  CENTENARY O F  SIERRA LEONE.  I 3  

neither in furthering a good cause. Although of naturally a delicate 
constitution, he had an indomitable spirit, and was ever ready to fight 
the Battle of Riglit against Might. Time will not permit me to give 
you a s1;etcli of either his public or private life, in both of which he 
was admirable, nor is there any necessity in an assembly like this; 
the name of William Wilberforce being ' familiar in your mouths as 
household words.' I will, however, observe that one of tlie great 
works of his life, by whicli he was instrumental in restoring to  
thousands their birthright, Freedom, would alone endear his memory 
in the hearts of this community, and I can conceive no spot on earth 
more appropriate in tlie site of this Hall tlian where it Stands, in tlie 
midst of the people lie loved so well, and for whom he laboured so 
devotedly. I Iiave now to declare this Hall Open, and under the 
Divine Blessing may it assist the religious and social Progress of the 
people." 

After a few remarks by the Bishop, the Rev. Frank Neville read 
the Report of the Trustees of the Wilberforce Memorial Hall." 

His Excellency the Governor then moved a vote of thanks to tlie 
Rev. F. Nevill for tlie invaluable Services rendered by him to  the 
Trustees of tlie Wilberforce Memorial Hall, which, being seconded 
by the Bishop, was put to tlie audience and unanimously carried. 

Tlie following telegram was tlien handed to the Governor by 
Mr. Nevill to  he forwarded to Caiion Wilberforce, a descendant of 
the distinguished philanthropist to wliose memory the Hall lias been 
dedicated :- 

Pulilic Hall, Sierra Leone, opened to-day to memory of William 
Wilberforce. Our greetings. 

The regular Programme of exercises now began, wlien the Choir 
sang tlie following centenary and Jubilee IIymn, composed for the 
occasioii by the Rev. Frank Nevill, M.A. :- 

* See Appendix. 



HYMN. 

I. Eternal God and King, 
With joyful Iiearts we sing 

Thy Ceaseless Care, 
A Monarch's Jubilee, 
A People's I-listory, 
In blended harmony 

Thy praise declare. 

2. Our gracious Sovereign's throne 
To-day witli garlands strewn 

From distant lands, 
. On Truth and Equity, . 

On Commerce wide and free, 
In might on land and sea, 

Unshaken Stands. 

3. By dauntless lieroes led, 
By gentle pity sped 

In Freedom's light, 
A human Brotherhood 
Claimed its high birth and stood, 
Tliough soiled by strife and blood, 

Strong in Thy iiiight. 

4. ' The wide Sierra's lieight, 
The rushing torrent's might, 

Tlie wild beast's cry, 
The palm tree's waving crest, 
Tlie ocean's deep unrest, 
The storm cloud's lowering breast 

Praise Thee on higli. 

5 .  Guide Tliou Thy people's ivay, 
Be Tliou our Sovereign's stay, 

As Tliou hast been; 
Thy Church in love defend, 
Thy Peace eternal send, 
Thy Grace to all extend, 

God save the Queen.-Amen. 

$ 
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At the conclusion of tlie Hymn, tlie Governor arose and intro- 
! 

duced the EIon. Samuel Lewis, orator of the day. Mr. Lewis, then, 
! . in an elaborate address discussed in a most thoughtful manner the 
$ various questions which affect the interestc of the Settlement. At . , 
i the close of this masterly oration," the Governor announced a tele- 

gram from Sir Samuel Rowe, then a t  Batliurst, Gambia, congratu- 

lating the people on tlie arrival of the Centenary. On tlie niotion of 
Mr. Lewis, an answer was a t  'once returned, thanlting Sir Samiiel 

i Rowe for Iiis kindness. After wliicli Mr. Lewis moved that the  
following Telegram be sent to tlie Queen :- 

I ' 

MAY IT PLEASB YOUR MAJESTY,-TI~~ people of Sierra Leone ventnre / to mnvey to-dry to yonr Majesty their Iiu!nble and loyal greetings, and to 
mingle tlieir congratulations ivith those of millions of your Majesty1s 1 subjwts in all parts of tlie aorld, who, to ,comrnemorate this glorious 

,.' occasion r>f tlie Jubilee of your Majesty's Reign, will doubtless avail i themselves, as we are now pr0ud.i doing, of tliat wonderful adaptation of 
0 electricity to the use of man-brought to such perfection during your 
i Majesty's illustrious reign-a reign distinguislied above all previonc reigns 1 by the numerous discoveries, inventions, and enactments which have / tended to aineliorate tlie condition and accelerate the piogress of ' liumanity-to transmit the expression of the assurance tliat this is a day j 

whicli, marlting the close of fifty years of such brilliaut achieveinents, 1 males their bearts sivell ivith emotions of gladness, of pride, and of 
i thanltfulness, and on ~vhich tlie with more than tlie usual fervour 
\ ascends to the Great Ruler of natiohs to bless our gracious Sovereign 
i and grant her in health and wealtli long to live. 
I And tliey the more joyfully unite in this congratulatory expression and 

! 
demonstration in view of tlie fact tiiat tliey celebrate to-day also the 

i Centennial Anniversary of tlie founding of the settlement, wliich, under 
your Najesty's benignant and fostering rule, hac made such advancement 

L 

in civilisation, and wliich, founded by distinguislied Englisli pliilantliro- 
i . pists for a purcly hunianitarian purpose, was at once tlie pledge and tlie 

proof as well as tlie proiiiise given by England of tlie practical interest of 
a great nation in tlie regeneralion of a continent and the disentliralment 
of a race. -.-- -.--P. 

Sec Appendix. 



Mr. Lewis's motion was ably and eloquently supported by the  
Rev. 0. Moore, Principal of the  Church Missionary Society Grammar 
School, and having been put to the audience by the Governor, was I 

adopted by an unanimous vote, the audience rising. T h e  Ciioir then 

sang the following Centenary Ode, composed for the  occasion by 
Dr. Edward W. Blyden :- 

ODE. 

I. This day we celebrate; 
The Story we relate 

Of hundred years ; 
Since first these shores were blest 
Wlien Tliousands here found rest 
From scenes of the oppress'd- 

From bitter tears. 

2. 0 Lion's Mountain, thee 
With joyful eyes we See; 

Freedom's retreat. 
Here from Nigritia's plains, 
From where the Congo reigns, 
From Yoruba's domains 

The captives meet. 

3, Here liberty prevails; 
Tlie tyrant's power fails; 

Here all are free; 
And, under Gospel light, 
In Britain's watchful siglit 
We all enjoy the right, 

In liarmony. 
4. Britannia's noble Queen 

Here in her might is Seen 
To  help the weak; 

Her regis-far and wide- 
From stream and mountain side, 
From wliere the hills divide, 

The victinis seek. 
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5. Prosperity to Iliee, 
Thou land of Afric's free, 

Sierra Leone ; 
For thee we raise our hearts 
To  Him who grace imparts 
For all iiplifting arts, 

Sierra Leone. 

G. May frecdom's banner wave 
Long Iiere the oppress'd to save 

From every yoke ; 
And in Time's onward flow, 
As centuries come and go, 
This may all peoples know- 

This we invoke. 

7. God bless our noble Queen, 
Wliose Jubilee is Seen; 

And bless her reign. 
From India's coral strand 
T' Atlantic's verdant land, 
May all men understand 

She brealts tlie chain. 

8. Nom, to His praise we sing, 
Wlio did our fathers briilg 

Froin distant sliore ; 
May He protect us here, 
And make our growth appear 
To all, botli far and near, 

For evermore. 

After the singing, the Governor gave notice tliat the representa- 
tive Esliibition would now be opened in tlie lorver part of the 
building. A full description of the esliibits, prizes, &C., appears in 
tlie Appendix. 
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THE ILLUMINATIONS. I 
In  the evening immense crowds were Seen in the principal 

streets and thoroughfares, loud in their admiration of the 
brilliaut illuminations. The Legislative Council liaving voted 
£150 for illumination, tlie Government illumination estended 
from Government House down George Street to the Public Wharf, 
and along Water Street to the East Battery. L 

Among the private buildings which attracted special remark were 
those of the Hon. Samuel Lewis, Moses S. Boyle, Esq., Liberia 
Consul, Captain Judson A. Lewis, United States Consul, Dr. W. 13. 
Davies, Messrs. Fisher and Randall a t  Battery House, Collector 
Stuart, J. Taylor, Postmaster Spaine, are all deserving of great praise 
for the sl<ill and ingenuity of their display. 'The Grammar School 
and Wesleyan High School are also entitled to great credit for the 
pains and taste exhibited in tlieir successful effort to entertain and 
please the public. The Senegal Conipany and the two Telegraph 
Companies also drew crowds by their splendid illuminations. 

Notwitlistanding the inexperience of the people in the matter of 
street decoration and in tlie art of illumination, the Scene presented 
on tlie day and evening of June zrst will never be forgotten for 
brilliancy and effect. Tlie whole was undertalren under the influence 
of a loyalty and ,patriotism which produced what lias been aptly 
described as " the wildest enthusiasm," sparing no labour, trouble, or 
expense. 

THE HISTORICAL PLAY. 

At 8.30 p.m., according to  announcement, Wilberforce 
Memorial Hall was again Open for tlie Historical Play, illus- 
trating the history of Sierra ~ e o n e . '  Crowds were stand- 
ing outside the building long before the time, ,anxious to get in, 
and, as admission could be gained only by tickets, a great deal of 

- - .  - - . .  -- " . -... _ _ _  .--. .. . . . ~ .  . . . . .. .. , ,* 
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/ impatience was manifested. Ac tlie doors opened a rush was rnade, 

1 wliich was kept under control with the greatest difficulty. 

I Tlie Governor, who had intimated his desire to attend the 

! evening's performance, and had put his official dinner at an earlier 

i hour tlian originally intended, arrived a few minutes before the time, 

! accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Hill, the Right Reverend Bishop 
I 
i Ingham, tlie Colonial Secretary, and other officers. Tlie entrance of 

Q ' 
His Excellency and suite was the sigiial for striking up tlie National 
Anthem by the choir. The proceedings were then commenced by the 
'Rev. J. C. May, wlio delivered the prologue or opening address. 

H e  was followed by W. T. G. Lawson, Esq., who, representing 
an aged Timneh chief, supposed to have survived tliree generations 
and to be living in tlie fourth, gave an account of tlie condition of 
things Iiere before the Settlement was founded. Mr. Lawson 
appeared in the picturesque costumc of the interior, accompanied 
by two Timnelis. 

Mr. Lawson was followed by J. B. Elliott, Esq., wlio represcnted 
tlie Nova Scotian-the first settlers of tlie Colony. The Nova Scotian 
was to have been followed in regular order by the Maroon, but 
Mr. S. F. Cromanty, tlie gentlemau who liad promised to take this 
part was, unfortunately, at tlie last moment, prevented from attending 
by illuess, and his place was not supplied. 

The Recaptive, by the Rev. G. J. Macaulay, tlien gave an 
interesting account of liis melanclioly experiences. 

Tlie Republic of Liberia was represented by Mrs. Lydia Ann 
Jolinson, of ~onrovia ,  whose speecli, delivered witli clearness, dis- 
tinctness and freedom, was applauded to  the echo. 

Nest appeared on the stage Mr. Thomas George, nlias Mohammed 
Glieirawani-a Mohammedan-dressed in their usual effective cos- 
tume. 

Tlien followed representations of tlie Missionary by Rlr. J. Wilson, 
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of tlie Niger Mission, who performed his part well, and was much 
applauded. 

Tlie Creole, by Mr. Samuel Barlatt, carried away the audience by 
bis cool but effective eloquence. 

Sierra Leone was most artistically and effectively represented by 
the graceful presence and speecli of hlrs. hf. S. Boyle; while Bri- 
tannia, whose address closed the proceedings, had to be taken by an 
European geutleman, tlie Rev. Thomas Truscott, who a t  the last 
moment-the Committee having been unable to secure the services of 
an Englisli lady-kindly came to thc assistance of tlie promoters. 
At tlie conclusion of the Speech of Britannia, the curtain was lifted 
when behind it, decorated with ferns and flowers, appeared a bust of 
the Queen, ordered from England for the occasion. Tlie actors toolc 
their position on each side of the bust, when Sierra Leone, repre- 
sented by Mrs. Boyle, by the side of Britannia, placed a wreath on 
the bust, and the National Anthem was struclc up. Chemical liglits, 
produced at eacli .end of the Stage by Messrs. Vohsen and Maillat, 
gave a most striking effect to tlie Scene, especially showing the bust 
of Her Majesty and the costumes of the actors. 

Tlie andiente, consisting of tlie most intelligent classes of the 
community, thoroughly enjoyed the whole proceedings, joining 
lieartily in the demonstrations of sympathy wliich greeted the 
speakers. 

THE BOTANICAL STATION. 

On Wednesday morniiig, the zznd, a large number of persons 
coming from all directions of the city, turned their steps 
towards the west end of Pademba Road for the purpose 
of being present at the formal opening of the Botanical Gardens, 
undertaken by tlie lately formed Botanical Society of Sierra Leone. 
About half-~ast seven His Excellency J. S. Hay, C.M.G., accom- 

panied by His Lordship the Bishop aiid the Hon. T. Risely Griffith 
Colonial Secretary and Treasurer, proceeded to the Station in ham- 
mocks; they were immediately followed by a procession of the pupils 
of the High School, headed by tlieir band, which attracted numbers 
of persons as they went on. We noticed among those present, tlie 
Hon. S. Lewis, Hon. Secretary of the Society; E. Vohsen, Esq., 
Manager of the Gardens; Don Louis Sorela, Revs. M. Pearce, M. 
Taylor, G. J. Macanley, J. C. May; Messrs. J. B. MICarthy, G. B. 
Williams, T. Bishop, W. B. Campbell, J. H. Spaine, and others. 

When all had taken their position, His Escellency addressed those 
assembled beneath and around the pavilion in words to  this effect :- 

" Gentlemen,-As you are all aware we are assembled here this 
morning for the purpose of opening these gronnds so beautifnlly laid 
out. I t  is interesting to ltnow that tliis garden Iias been brought 
about by the efforts of the members of tlie Botanical Society lately 
organised, and that its opening should talce place during tlie Cen- 
tenary and Jubilee celebrations. During the time I have been here, 
it has been my pleasure to urge oii tlie necessity of the proper 
training of the youth of tliis settlement in useful handicrafts; andin 
another place I referred latelyto the subject of technical education, 
which I would be glad to see largely adopted in the scliools of tlie 
conntry." His Excellency furtlier referred to the encouragement 
given in other countries to agricultural enterprise, and said tliat it is 
the intention of tlie promoters that these gardens should be tlie 
means of stimulating the farmers of this Settlement to the cultivation 
of new products. After this His Excellency touchingly referred to 
the lamented death of the late Chief Justice Pinkett, one of the early 
proinoters of the sclieme, and Vice-President of the Society. He 
then called upon the Hon. S. Lewis, Hon. Secretary, to read the 
Society's Report." 

* For Report, see Appendix. 
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CONCLUSION. 
1 

! Xo arrangement could have been more fortunate than the 

blending of tlie celebration of tlie Centenary witli that of Her 
hlajesty's Jubilee. I t  united all the elements in the Colony. Those 1 

I 
who took no interest in the Centenary joined in the celebration : 
of the Jubilee, and those who felt no particular interest in the 
Jubilee jvere enthusiastic over the celebration of the Centenary. I 

In order to make the united celebrations a complete success, much 
organisation and a great deal of CO-operation were necessary. 
Througliout the Settlement-in all the villages from Waterloo t0 
Iient-the people entered upon preparations for the occasion with 
great enthusiasm. It was the general topic for days, so that business 
was virtually suspended before the week appointed for the great 
demonstrations. 

The Colonial Secretary and Treasnrer described the manifestation 
of loyalty and patriotism on the part of the people during the cele- 
bration as marked by the " wildest enthusiasm." This I' enthusiasm " 
prevailed from Sunday, Jnne ~ g t h ,  wlien Thanksgiving Services were 
held in all the Churches, to Friday evening, tlie zqth, wvhen the 
Concert of the Musical Society brought tlie demonstrations to a 
close. 

Nature was most generous in her participation in the happiness of 
the people. At a time of the year when showers are almost con- 
tinuous, the sun shed his glories npon the scene with almost uninter- 

rupted regularity and brilliancy. It was possible every day for 
outdoor exercises and amusements to be carried On. 

His Excellency Deputy-Governor Hay, sympathising with the 

jubilant feelings of the people, ordered that two days should be 
observed as public holidays-Tuesday the z ~ s t  and Wednesday the 
~ 2 n d .  But most of the native stores and shops were closed during 

t 
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the greater part of the week, and the people lost sight of bnsiness 
cares in the abounding joys of tlie Centenary and Jnbilee. 

! 
! The Committee of Management are gratified that their arrange- 

inents inet with the cordial approbation of the geiieral community, 
and they congratulate all who took part in tliese celebrations upon 
the universal good feeling and good humour whicli enabled the Settle- 
ment to  enjoy demonstrations and festivities which will long be 
remembered. 

!i The Addresses, Reports, &C., read during the celebration, whicli 
! are of Special and permanent interest, are found in tlie following 
1 Appendix. 
I 
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A DISCOURSE I 
I 
< 

Deliveved by the Rev. 0. MOORE, Princ@a/ of the 
Grnnztnar Schooi, at St. George's Cathedrad 078 the 
occasion of the Ceiebration of the Celztenary of Sierra 
Leone and thc Jzbbilee of the R e i p  of Her Mayesty, 

Oueen Yictoria, on Sunday, Iune ~ g t h ,  r887. 
N 

'I Hear, 0 I s~ae l ;  Thou alt to pass over Jordan tliis day."-Deut. in, I. 

" Rejoice with trembliog."Psalm ii, 1 1 .  

HE history of Israel is unlike tlie history of any other nation. I 
The whole range of recorded events cannot produce a I 
parallel. The people have ' I  dwelt alone : " and even now, I 

though they have been scattered these 1,800 years among 
the nations and peoples of the earth, tlie victims of oppression and 
contempt, of violence and wrong, they still maintain their own 
nationality and have survived alike the oppressor and the scorner. 
By no process has it been found possible to effect a fusion of them 
with any of the nations of the earth. 

Yet notwithstanding all tliat was wonderful in their history, tliere 
was nevertlieless in it much that was in common witli the ordinary 
career and history of other nations. Their life and progress was 
subject to the operations of those general laws and external influences 
which were constantly affecting and moulding the growth and 
character of nations. We may therefore justly regard the liistory of 

this ancient people as a type of the history of the rise, progress and 
growth of any section of the human family. Be it remembered that 

i every step in that history.was immediately planned and directed, or 
else permitted, by the Same God who ru1et.h among tlie kingdoms of 
the earth by general laws, laws which are in operation to-day as they 
have been since the creation of man. Israel's history to us is a 
mirror in which we See reflected with wonderful likeness the outlines 
of our own history as a people, and the contemplation of it is full of 
instruction and encouragement. 

I t  is tliis impression which lias decided us in the clioice of text for 
the present important occasion, and has siiggested the line of tliought 
we now purpose to pursue. 

" Henr, 0 Isrnel: TI to t~  nrt to pass over Jo~dn~t  lhis dny. Rejoice with 
treiizbli$tg." 

Observe the occasion wlien these words were uttered. I t  was a 
momentous crisis in the career of Israel. The people liad arrived at  
the end of one stage in their national life, and were on the point of 
entering upon another stage in advance of the first-a stage higher, 
nobler, aiid more independent, giving scope for freer actions, but 
entailing greater responsibilities, a stage as yet untried, and full of 
risks and dangers. Before entering, therefore, on tliis new sphere of 
action, they were bidden to look back. Tliey were stauding on tlie 
plains of Moab. Tliey halted there-only lialted-on tlieir onward 
march' to Canaan. This interval tlieir great leader and lawgiver 
wisely employed in directing tlieir minds and thoughts to a survey of 
their wondrous past liistory, deeming it a most saliitary preparation 
before launching fortli into the future awaiting tliem-a dubious 
fiiture indeed, but whicli miglit be bright and glorious nevertheless, 
or else perilous and full of disasters, according to the action and 
conduct of the very people tliemselves. Tlieir marcliing order was I 

I' Forwards." Their footsteps pointed forwards, but tliey were asked 
to pause and look back awhile, 
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I. Isvnel's pnst.-It was very necessary they should recall tliat 
past, full as it was of painful and liumiliating recollections, of 
wonderful preservation and deliverances,. manifestatioiis of God's 
goodness, mercy and justjce. "Thou shalt remember and not for- 
get ; " " Thou shalt consider ; " '' Remember therefore ; " " Take 
heed lest thou forget ; " tliese and similar expressions directed to 
Israel abound in tliis Book of Deuteronomy. 

(m) The people would remember their slavery in Egypt, in a land 
that was not theirs-its rigour, its hardships, its duration-a slavery 
induced partly by the conduct of their own ancestors when tliey sold 
their own brother Joseph as a slave to merchants trading witli Egypt. 
Tlieir feelings were outraged. Their infant sons were ruthlessly 
destroyed. Their labours were exacted with stripes to build treasure- 
cities for Pharaoh. Their toil was unrequited. Meanwhile, though 
overworked almost to death, they were accused of laziness and sloth. 
" Ye are idle, ye are idle ! " I t  was indeed '< a furnace of iron," tliat 
slavery. Tlie iron entered into their very souls. 

(b) They wonld remember their wonderful deliverance-how the 
Lord with an outstretched arm smote down their oppressors, calling 
the rain and lightning from heaven, iusects, and the waters of the 
Red Sea to avenge the wrongs of His people. 

(o) They would remember also their forty years' wanderings in the 
wilderness, a howling terrible wilderness where tliere was no way; 
their wayward temper, tlieir murmurings, distrust, disobedience ; the 
want, fatigue, and weariness of their march; the hunger and the 
thirst. They would remember their visitations from God-the fiery 
Serpents, the consuming fire from heaven, the yawning earth that 
swallowed up some: They would remember the Merciful interpo- 
sitions-the manna, the water from the roclc, the cloud by day, and 
the pillar of fire by night-tlie miracles of judgment and justice, and 
miracles of mercy and love. ~ i i e ~  would remember all these par- 
ticulars, holv the Same Cod tliat punislied tlieir errors supplied thqir 

X .  -. ... ._ ; _ ~ . ." . ~. , .. 
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wants, provided for their comfort and convenience, and, at last, by a 
round of varied and oftentimes most painful experiences, brouglit 
them to the banks of Jordan. Tlie result of all this survey of the 
past was an outburst of praise to God, because "He is good and His 
mercy endureth for ever." In chapter xxxiii of this book we have 
the inspired song that conveys the Sentiments and feelings which tlie 
Lord's countless mercies and other acts of His providence to Israel 
onght to awake and kindle in the breast of His grateful and redeemcd 
people. 

Did we deem it necessary, it were easy to show how in the wilder- 
ness tlie people exhibited those deplorable traits of character which 
slavery never yet fails to stamp on all wlio have been its victims. 
We coiild point out the significant fact that it was not those who had 
supped full of tlie horrors and woes of slavery, and, tlierefore, were 
imbued the deepest in its degrading vices, not the grown up adults 
from Egypt (for their carcases fell in the wilderness), but their chil- 
dren it was who were trained in rongh liberty in the wilderness, and 
had been but little contaminated with actual slavery-that it was 
tliey who were now on the banks of the Jordan, with orders to Cross 
over and subdue tlieir promised .land of rest and freedom! So 
debasing is slavery. 

2. Now fou 2160 pvospect btfovo Isvne1.-'I Hear, 0 Israel, Tliou 
art  to pass over Jordan this day." " Rejoice witli trembling." Tlie 
song of Israel a t  this time, already referred to, was a Song of gratitude 
ior mercies and deliverance. I t  was not tlie song of triumph for 
victory achieved. There was awaiting them a fierce warfare, de- 
manding and calling fortli tlie exercise of all their Courage, energy, 
and constancy. Therefore they were to "rejoice witli trembling." 
And well tliey sliould. They were losing soon their great leader, 
Moses. For forty years past tliey liad been in the habit of looking 
Up to him in mometits of cstremity, in dangers and perplesities, and 
[lad never beeil disappoiiited 1ior fouud liim wanting. In  liis hand 
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still waved the mysterious rod with wliich he had smitten Pharao11 
and tlie Egyptiaus, parted tlie Red Sea, routed the Amalekites, and 
bronght water from the Ainty rock. But his work was now done. 
He was not to cross over " this Jordan!' Israel by the banlc of tliis 

kiver saw on the other side the fields and hills of the land flowing 
with milk aud honey, the land of their forefathers' pilgrimage, their 
long promised home. They knew that a stern conflict awaited them. 
They knew that on their pathway there would be trials, temptations 
and possibly transgressions; and tliey knew from experience how God 
would be angry with them if they sinned, and how they would suffer 
accordingly. To ltnow in addition to all these that tliey would have 
to march on to these scenes of trials and daugers without their trusted 
leader and guide must have been very depressing to flesh and blood. 
But though Moses could not go along with them, their God would go. 
But wliat if they sliould provoke Him to wrath? What if owing to 
their sins, He should forsake tliem, leave them to their olvn devices 
and to be vanquished by their enemies? What if the future before 
them prove a failure, a disastrous failure ? These thoughts occurred 
to  Moses. He pressed them home on Ihe minds of his people. 
They sliould therefore "serve the Lord with fear and rejoice witli 
trembling." 

Like Israel of old, we, brethren, are to-day standing as it were 
on the bank of our own Jordan, ready to cross over ; or on an isthmus 
between a past full of varied and painful experiences and a future 
that is far from being a future without clouds. The Settlement of 
Sierra Leone is now one liundred years old; and for one-half of this 
period, full fiRy years, she has been under the rule of one Sovereign, 
oue whose exemplary virtues have deservedly endeared her to all her 
subjects in all parts of the ~vorld. W e  are met to-day a grateful 
people to pour forth our songs of praise, gratitude and Thanksgiving 
to  the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth for having wrought out for us 
deliverance and freedom from bondage as He Jid for bis aricient 
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people Israel. W e  would not point out what similarities exist 
I 

between our.history and that of Israel. It would seem as if our , 

fathers were tlie people the propliet Isaiali referred to when in j 
chapter xlii, 22, lie says:-"Tliis is a people robbed and spoiled: 
they are all of them siiared in holes, and they are hid in prison 
houses : they are for a prey and none delivereth ; for a spoil and none 
saith, Restore." At last human agony could go no further. God's 
time came. He lieard the sighings of the prisoners and the crying of 
those that were appointed to die. He then seut His servants-men 
inspired of God and anointed \vitli the unction froin the Holy One- 
Wilberforce, Buxton, Granville-Sharp, Clarkson, arid others-sent ! 

them I' to bind up the brolten-heartid, to proclaim liberty to tlie cap- 
tives and the opening of the prison to  them that were bouna, and to 

j 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." 

Let us loolc back a liundred years ago. Then, like Israel in 
Egypt, our fathers were groaning in servitude.' Thousands and ten 
thousands of them were undergoing a life of Iiardship and bitterness 
in a land not their own. The origin, character, severity, duration, 
and tlie denioralisiiig effects of the West Africa Transatlantic slave 
trade, time as well as inclination disposes us at  present to pass over. 
The seizure, the march, the detention at the baracoons, the middle 
Passage, the weary drag of painful existence in American plantations, 
all involved horrors and agonies beyond tlie power of human language 
adequately to express, or of liuniau mind adecluately to conceive, or 
to conceive in any degree witliout a sliudder. History records no 
devastation from war, no plague, no commotioiis of Nature, whicli in 
their worlcings have entailed even a tithe of the sufferings to botli 
body and mitid, or whicli have occasioned a loss of life any way 
approaching in magnitude the complicated sufferings and destructioii 
of human life by the slave trade. It was a liuge and complicated 
System of iniquity, violence, aud tvrong, without one redeeming 
feature. Tliis slavery is a. proof how, even uiider tlie light of tlie 



Gospel, an& in the case of professing Christians, liow deep arid to  ~vliat 
degree of moral degradation can even enliglitened human nature fall ! 

Rrethren, whilst we all-the sons of the enslaved and tlie de- 
scendants of tlle slavers-alike esecrate and condemn thc odious traffic 
in blood arid human woe, let us all trcmble and take heed lest we 
also disgrace our Christian profession aiid degrade our nature b ~ '  
some moral misbehaviour. 

Thousands of Negroes by this means were iivini: and in 

America. But several events conspired to draw attention to  their 
condition and contributed eventually to  their emancipation. We 

toucli them lightly. 
(n) The war of American Independence broke out witli England. 

America, tlie land of the oppressor, refused to be even taken advan- 
tage of by the mother country. Uany of tlie Negroes rallied round 
tlie standard of England and fought, as was to liave been expected, 
against their American masters. On tlie conclusion of the war the 
rebel slaves, as  they were considered, must be placed beyond tiie 
reach of tlieir incensed masters. Some were taken to Nova Scotia 
and others were enrollcd as regiments in the British army and talcen 
to England. On tlieir discharge, tliese last were turned adrift all 
over England without homes and iinprovided for. 

(b)  Meanwhile several American planters and otlier men of pro- 
perty visited England with their slaves, and of Course they ill-used 
the slaves. Granville-Sliarp interposed on belialf of these outcasts of 
llumanity, and, by perseverance and moral Courage, extorted the 
famous verdict from Lord Chief Justice Mansfield tliat slaves on 
toucliing British grounds are freemen. Tlie consequence of this 
decision was that slaves in England to tlie number of 400 were aban. 
doned and turned into the streets of London and otlicr large cities 

. as destitute as thcir brethren discharged from the army. They be- 
caine a nuisance to thc Government, and the pecuniary means of 
Granville-Sliarp were too slender to supply all their wants. . 
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(C) Meanwhile, William Wilberforcc, in Parliament took up his 

I parable against the slave trade. After twenty years of ceaseless toil 
I lie succeeded in pledging the Britisli nation to tlie abolition of the 
j odious traffic. Thonias Fowell Buston continued the glorious work, 

Iiaving received it from tlie hands of Wilberforce, now enfeebled with 

age. For twenty-six years rnore Buxton toiled, till Iie succeeded, in 
1833, in passing a Bill for' the Abolition of Slavery in the Britisli 
Empire. That year was indeed a year of Jubilee for the oppressed . 
of Africa. They Iieard amidst their chains in America and leaped 

i for joy as they Iieard the heart-thrilling aniiouncement of Liberty- 
Tlie year of Jubilee is come, 
Return ye ransom'd captires bome. 

About 1783, the idea occurred simultaneously and without concert, 
to the mind of the benevolent Sharp and of a Doctor Smeatliman of 
founding a settlement on the West Coast of Africa near Sierra Leone 
where the destitute Africirns in Britain miglit .be placed and there be 
enabled by honest industry to earn their livelihood with 911 tlie advan- 
tages of liberty. Tlie idea took a definite form in about 1786, and a 

Spot-tlie peninsula we now inliabit, was bouglit from the Natives b i  
the " Cornmittee for relieving tlie' Black Poor." At lengtli, on the 
8th of April, 1787, with 400 Negroes oii board, iinder the command 
of a Captain Thompson of the Royal Navy, with a clergyman, too, as 
Chaplain (tlie Rev. Mr. Fraser), the sloop-of-war Nnutilgw, sailed 

from the shores of England for Sierra Leone. I t  was thus and under 
such circumstances the settlemeiit of Sierra Leone was founded. The 
object to  be satisfied was pliilanthropy, Christian pliilaiithropy, iiot 
tlie desire for colonies or dominibii. Tlie esperiment was then to  be 
made wliether under proper culture and training tlie Negro race could 
"01 occupy a position and attain to a standard lilte orie of the nations 
of the earth. On tlie one side was prejudice and ignoraiice denying 
tlie possibility of s;ch a thing. On the otlier side was faith and 

I enlightenment, believing in tlie Iiumnnity and equality of tlie dark 



sons of Africa-tliat every oiie of them was a '[man and brother." 
" Some of us may live," said William Pitt, in the House of Commons, 1 1 '  

rnay live to See a reverse of that darlc picture (the degraded stkte of 
Africa) from which we now turn our eyes witli shame and regret : we 

! 

rnay live to  behold tlie Natives of Africa engaged in the calm occupa- I 
tions of industry, andin the pursuit of a just and legitimste commerce : 
we rnay behold the beams of science aud pliilosophy breaking in upon 

I 
their land, whicli a t  some happier period, in still later times, rnay blaze 
witli full lustre, and joinipg tlieir influence to that of pure religion 

\ i 1 
rnay illuminate and invigorate the most distant extremities of tliat 

i ! 

I 1 

immense continent." This is faith. Buxton writes : ' I  Before we can 
, 
! 

pronounce a man or a race of men desperately wicked and incorrigibly 1 1 
idle, tliey must have their fair chances as men. We must give them I I 

1 
i 

a motive for their exertioiis. . . . . W e  must release them from 
< 

i 
i 

the trammels wliich enciimber their Progress, if we desire to See them 1 
advance with rapidity." The anticipations of such men as  these have 

'! 

I 
been abundantly realised, tliougli not to their fullest extent as yet. 
Under the fostering care of the Government wliich. took over tlie : . 

I 

~ o l o n y  in 1807, tlie Settlement thrived. But tlie Missionary-the holy 
i 

I 

man with tlie holy boolc-he it was who dissipated the darlcness that 
brooded over tlie minds and souls of tlie liberated fathers of the 
Settlement-who sent the rays of light and knowledge and heavenly 
hope into their liearts and proclaimed the true liberty-the freedom 
indeed I I t  was the silent labour, the meelc endurance, the unobtrusive 
but matcliless heroism of these good meii-the missionaries-that 

. . . . . .  . .  
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wrought the greatest results in Sierra Leone. In spite of appalling 
difficulties, such as arose from liabits fostered by slavery, such as must 
encumber tlie efforts and progress of men whose only lessons had 
been stripes and wlio had by bitter experience been instructed to 
distrust eacli other : in spite of all these fearful drawbacks to 
progress; under a paternal government, but most througli tlie influence, 
the ennobling and elevating influence of the religion of Jesus, the I 

Settlement lias risen to its present position, and by the grace of God 

we are to-day wliat we are. '' 0 come tlien, let us sing unto the 
Lor?, let us heartily rejoice in tlie strength of our Salvation. Let us 
come before His presence with thanksgiving and sliow ourselves glad 
in Hirn witli psalms : "  ('For the Lord hath done great things for 
us whereof we are glad." 

Let us now loolt before us. Israel has left the slavery of Egypt, 
has passed an apprentice life iii the wilderness, learning by bitter 
experience how to use the gift of freedom and to shalce off the habits 
and vices of slavery. Israel could not dwell in the wilderness-tliat 
was not Iiis home of rest. Israel must go forward. '< Hear, 0 Israel, 
thou art to pass over Jordan this day." Let us too look before us. 
Let us forget now those things that are behind and loolc forward to 
tliose that are before. We are on the threshold of another century of 
our existente. What is the outloolt? What is tlie prospect of our 
countrfi A hundred years hence, who can tell where and what 
Sierra Leone may be? A hundred years hence, perhaps few, if any, 
of those now in tliis place; few, if any, out of this congregation will 
be spared to tell to a wondering generation then the doings of to-day. 
We would be gone, all perhaps, the preaclier and his congregation; 
and this sacred building rnay become a heap of ruins; our hills and 
mountains resume tliat array of leaves and forests which once they 
had before tlie liand of man swept them away, and this good city of 
Freetown itself rnay be another Tadmor in the wilderness l Who 
knows ? Our future is not without clouds. Our prospect is far from 
being oiie of pure 'sunshine. Clouds and sliadows hang about. We 
rejoice therefore with trembling. 

Tlie past by tlie means it has afforded us, by the mercies bestowed, 
by the sorrows, tlie wormwood aiid tlie gall; by tlie sins done and 
forgiven, has eiitailed on us all a fearful responsibility. I say-oii us 
nll-wliether we come from abroad, from Europe and elsewliere, or 
are the sons of the soil. The past sliould fill 60th of us witli humility 



-for the one, humility mingled with gratitude from a sense of tlie 
degradation fromwhich they had been rescued ; for the otlier, huinility 
mingled with a generous sliame that they sliould have perpetrated 
such deeds and infiicted such sorrows! But we nll should rejoice 
that now all, the oppressor and the oppressed, lzneel side by side in 
peace and amity and worship one God as Fatlber of 011; that all own 
and acknowledge one eartlily Sovereign who measures out equal rights 
to all as her subjects. Two days hence we ,expect to  assemble here 
again to commemorate the Jubilee of the reign of this gracious 
Sovereign Our Queen, and to pray that her throne be established in 
rigliteousness. W e  shall pray then that England sliould remember 
her duties and her responsibilities towards Africa; that her rule over 
ns was originally intended to be and was paternal ; that her obligation 
to  give protection and seciirity to the governed is in our case almost 
lost in tlie holier and far higher responsibility of fostering our growth 
and helping forward our Progress by removing difficulties out of our 
way; by carrying into full effect tlie philanthropic intentions of tlie 
good and saintly men who first founded these settlements. W e  shall 
pray that she may not forget her liighest glory by which slie is under 
a moral obligation to take by tlie hand the sons of down-trodden 
Africa, as Peter did tlie Icneeling Cornelius-talte them by the hand, 
help to raisc them up, saying unto them, <'Stand up, for I myself also 
am a man! " But the lieaviest responsibility rests with the people 
of tlie land themselves. Tliey cannot and ouglit not always to need 
leading by the hand. On their own effort and conduct i t  rests how 
their future, the future of this country, shall be moulded. They liave, 
lilte Israel, to put fort11 energy and strength, to toil, wait, and be 
patieiit: and God grant thern leaders as he granted aiicient Israel- 
men who will secure the confidence of their bretliren, will lead them 
to  glorious achievernents for the good of their country and the welfare 
of the people ! They have as a people to purge themselves from vice 
arid fo l l~  arid cultivate that rigliteousness wliicli alone exalteth nations; 

. , 
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righteousness in tbeir daily intercourse with eacli otlier, in tlieir inter- / 
Course with the stranger, and in tlieir everyday life. If we do tliis, 
our future will be bright and glorioiis uuder God. But be the future 1 

,I 

ivhat i t  may. Sierra Leone as a political experiment may fail and i 
come'to nothing. Be it so. Our comrnerce may die. Let it. May 

1 

we all-all who are to-day on tliese shores-may we but secure a 
Portion in the city having foundation ; hold our citizensliip in Heaveu, ! 

and come a t  last to Mount Zion unto the city of the living God, the ,! 
heavenly Jerusalem, unto the church of the first-born above, to the 
spirit of just men made perfect, to tlie innumerable company of 
angels, to God the Judge, and to Jesus the mediatoc 

Brethren, let us be true 'to ourselves. Let us cultivate, I repeat, 
that righteousness which esalteth a nation, and worship and fear the 
Lord, the great King who riiletli over the nations of the earth. Let 
us do our duty now. Now let us begiti. 

Trust no future Iiowe'er pleasanl; 
Lct tlio dead post bury its dead; 
Act, nct in tlic living prescnt, 
Ileart witliiri and God o'er liead. 

I t  is folly to brood over the past. Faith in God forbids us to 
despond about the future. Presently we rejoice in our 1iberS. There 
is anotlier, a higher and truer liberty wliich we must have, all of us, 
if we would be true freemeii. If tlie Son shall malce you free, ye 
shall be free indeed I " If  we have been and are the Lord's freemen, 
let us stand in the Iiberty wlicrewitli Christ has made us free. Let us 

act as free, but not usiiig our liberty as a cloak of maiiciousi~ess. 
There is also s slavery, deeper aiid more disastrous than tliat of the 
body. I t  is the slavery of $in. God alone delivers from this. It is 
this slavery and tlie dcliverance which follows it that give to the Lord 
Jesus one of I-Iis grandest iiames 2nd 10 His people a name wliich 
iiiust eiidear tliem to tlie 11eat.t of tlie Saviour. I meaii tlie Redeei~icr 
and tlie rcdcemcd, thc rng&solitcd of the Lorrl. So conipletcly is tlie idea 

of slavery and boiidage &nd an eventual deliverance coiiiiected with 



God's people iii the Bible that we find texts after texts ~vhicli seem to 
be literal descriptions of the condition of the slaves during the days 
of the West Africa slave trade. Eveii now the glowing and consoling 
language of the prophet to Israel has a strauge and mysterious 
meaning and application wliich the African race alone seems capable 
of feeling. " Tlie redeemed of tlie Lord shall return and come with 
singing unto Zion : and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: 
tliey shall obtain gladnesc and joy, and sorrow and mourning shall 
flee away. I, even I, am lie that comforteth you. Who art thou that 
thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of 
man which sliall be made as grass ; and forgettest the Lord thy malter 
that has stretched fort11 the heavens and laid the foundations of the 
earth, and hast feared every day continually because of tlie fury of 
thc oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy ? and where is tlie fury 
of the oppressor ? " 

There is a time coming on when God's people shall be gathered 
from all lands, and redeemed and ransomed from the power and 
dominion of sin: when tliey shall be tlie Lord's freemen; a time 
when tliere will be the iiew heaven and new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. In that time and in that new earth tliere will reign 

r the feeling of universal brotherliood, between man and man. Then 
and there envy and hate, prejudice and pride sliall die: man shall 
no longer mourn on accouiit of inhumanity from his brother man. 
Violence shall not be heard, wasting nor destruction anywhere. 
Ephraim, wlio is weak, shall not envy Judah, who is strong and 
powerful, and Judah in tlie fuluess of his strength and power shall not 
vex Epliraim, and God shall be all and in all. For that time let iis 
prepare. To tliat glorious period let us hasten, and for it let us pray. 
Always forwards-always onwards. 

Forward1 be oiir watcliword, steps and voices join'd, 
Seck the things bcforc us, not a look bchind : 
Forward througli the descrt, tlirough thc toil and fight, 
Jordan flows before us, Zion beams with light; 
Forward out of error, leave beliind thc night, 
Vorward into triumph l forward into light I 

, 
! 
I 

! I , ; F HE following able and interesting Address was delivered by 

j j 
the Rev. S. Spain, of Fourah Bay College, to the Grammar 

I School and the Wesleyan High Scliool, on the occasion of 
t h e  presentation of "Representative Banners" at  the Government 

i School, Oxford Street, on Monday, June 20th. 
I MY DEAR FRIENDS-Pupils of the Grammar Schooi and the 

Wesleyan High Schoo1.-I am here to-day by invitation from the 
! 

I 
. . 

Centenary and Jubilee Celebrations Sub-Committee to address you 
before the presentation to you of two representative Banners which, 
I am informed, are to  be deposited in the Wilberforce Memorial Hall. 

On a day like this, a recurrence of which it may safely be predicted 
that no one here present will be privileged to behold, I feel it an 

I 
, honour to have an opportunity grauted me to say a few words. I felt 

! constrained also to accept tlie duty assigned me because of my 
previous connection with both of the seminaries whose preseiit pupils 
you are. That is a claim on me wliich I am only too happy to  

I acknowledge and to discliarge. My present duty, I take it, is to 

adduce a few reasons from an educational point of view justifying the 
celebration of the Centenary of this settlemeut. And as I turned 

over the pages of educational effort here I could not but be Struck 
with astonishment at  the wonderful Progress made duriiig tlle past 
century, despite discouragements which may have been ordinarily 
considered as insuperable. A brief review, therefore, will Suffice. I 

will iiotice at  the outset tliat education was the earliest effort of the 
first missionaries. Education and religion were handmaids: maY 

i they ever coiitiiiue so 1 Preaching could Iiardly Iiave been undertaken 

I with success amongst a people spealting a multitude of tongues, everY 

I 



one of which was iinknown to the missionary. We find tliose devoted 
men applying themselves in tlie first instance to teach the rudiments 
of the English Language, as a preparation for their spiritual work. 
And what, we may aslt, were the materials for their handiwork? 
Putting aside tlie Nova Scotian settlers, who possessed a few ideas 
from previous contact with civilisation, the mass of our fathers pre- 
sented a miserable spectacle, deplorably wretched in body and in 
mind ; so deplorable, indeed, tliat only the ittiglrt of fnitlt could refrain 
from excl&ming, Can these dry bones live?" There were not 
wanting also those who, in much wisdom, had only too good a reason 
to believe tliat the philanthropic efforts of our early educators were 
but evideiices of "madness mild." Still they plodded on througli evil 
report and good report: the slaves now niade free were gathered into 
schools, day as well as night schools : and the immediate result was 
such as to encourage their instructors. 

The ever-to-be-remernbered W. A. B. Jolinson, of Regent's Town, 
G. R. Nylander, and others, wer8 not inerely preachers. Whilst 
hIr. and Mrs. Nylander conducted schools in Freetown, and aftcr- 
wards at  the Bullom shore, Mr. Johnson taught a school of betweeii 
300 and 400 men and boys at Regent. As evidence of success, 
Nylander was able to spealc of having tauglit tlie A B C to pupils 
taller than himself; and Johnson, that the adults were able within a 
year of commencing tlie Alphabet to read No. I and No. I1 of the 
Reading Books of those days. The early missionaries were Ediica- 
tioiiists in tlie strittest sense of the terrn. I t  was their lot to elicit 
ideas, evolve eniotions and develop character in a people almost 
despaired of. And herein lies the essence of education. From force 
of circumstances, and some of them from previous traiiling (ior a few 
liad learnt the National Society's System of education), our early 

educators began their worlc iit tlre rigltt wny. Tlie results wve beliold 
to-day. 

Let scoffers say what they will: let cavillers refuse to give credit 

to the labours of tliose worthies : let wise acres continue to be certain 
that the Negro cannot be educated and enliglitened-to all such we 
Iiave but a simple reply in tlie old saying, "Si qaovis moinaitentuiic, 
circicmspice. Look nroiotd yoic and See a people raised from wretcli-ed- 
ness and made capable of appreciating tlie enlightenment and happi- i 

ness and comfort which civilisation brings : look nroiwtd yotc and 
observe a people educated to be thrifty and industrious; look aroicitd 
you and behold numbers of tliis race competing with the race of their 
instructors in science, literature and art; and tell me if these are not 
moiiuments, enduring monuments, of Negro capability, for which we 
should be tlianltful to-day. 

Uut I am anticipating. These results were not achieved in a day. 
No educational results can ever be thus achieved. There must be 
first tvai?siitg and then discipliire. The period of training may be 
divided into two stages-primaiy and secondary. In either of these 
Stages we may describe tlie taiight as tlrc wcnk arirt lenitittg oft nird 6cittg 
lcd 6y tlte strot~g irtra. In proportion as the scliolar possesses the 
capacity to be thus led, so 11e advances in his training. The Educa- 
tionist in this early Stage is engaged in evolving emotions within by 
tlie realities of sense witlioiit; after tliis he presents to tlie scliolar 
the hard facts of life through tlie literature of past and present ages. 
Then follows discipline. By tliis I mean sc~discipline; and tliis is 
comprised in tliat Stage ~f education usually described as the Uni- 
versity Stage. 

Up to  1819 .(remarl<able for tlie birth of our beloved Queen, tlie 
Jubilee of whose reign we nolv commemorate also), our early d u -  
cators had to  content themselves witli tlie primary stage of training; 
in that year <'Christian Institutionsn were formed, and attempts were 
made to  train our fathers "in tlie lcnowledge of agricultiire and the 
simple arts, as weil as for qualifying some to become teacliers and 
preachers of tlie Gospel." That certainly was a distinct advance. 

The eariy records bear testimony to the Spirit in which that Stage was 



begun. The secretaries of the Church Missionary Society wrote, in I 
I 

1820, to a few of the advanced scliolars in the Institution at  Regent I 1 
thus-"The Committee are not only desirous that you should know ;! 

the word of God, but that your minds should be opened and your B 
views enlarged by a lcnowledge of the world in which we live, and a 
history of the different nations of tlie earth and of their present 

9 
i 

state." This new undertaking, suspended for a while, was resumed 
in 1827, and, in 182.8, found a resting-place at Fourah Bay, which llas 
since developed into the venerable pile of buildings visible to-day and 

1 
'! 

the many cultivated minds that have issued irom its classic shades. 
1 

This stage of training found a fitting offshoot in the foundation of 
the Church Missionary Grammar School, of which we are all so justly 
proud. A few of the junior pupils of the Fourali Bay Institution 
were transferred to Regent Square in 1845 to found this now famous 
school, under tlie management of the Rev. Thomas Peyton. Mr. 
Peyton was a schoolmaster by profession, and possessed tlie true 
instincts of a teacher. He tested the advancement of the people 
then by arranging to receive paying pupils in the Seminary. The 
opportuiiity of educating their children at  their own expense was 

. , 

embraced. To gauge this advancement correctly, we have only to  
remember that a t  the commencement of the century our fathers were 
lower tlian the nations around us, wlio yet require from missionaries 

some remuneration for sending their children to school. After eight 
years persistent labours in the Grammar Scliool, the Rev. T. Peyton 

passed away on the 14th of June, 1853, just 34 years ago. There 
arose from his ashes, if we may so spealc, a greater than he, in the 
person of the Rev. James Qualcer, of blessed memory, a son of the 
soil, of pure African blood. After some attempts made t o  supply 
hir. Peyton's place in the person of tlie Rev. H. Milward and others, 
it was found necessary to entrust the management of the scliool to 
that son of the soil. 

We should linger here awhile and exchange congratulations on 

AND TUE CBNTENARY OF.SIERRA LEONE. 45 

I tliis first successful trial of Native administrative ability : congratulate C 
I Missionary bodies on the educational success which could warrant 
: 
i such a departure ; doubly congratulate ourselves both on the largeness 
4 

of their aims and efforts and on tlie fact tliat one of us was found able 
to accept the responsibility. 

The career of that deceased gentl&au was, in many respects, 
remarkable. For 21 years lie managed the scliool witli considerable , 
ability: and tliere are to-day numbers of successful merchants and 

1 
traders, doctors, lawyers and clergymen, all your race, who cannot 

1 I but tracr their early love for knoivledge to the training received at the 

I Grammar School, and the influence of its deservedly-lamented master. 
He yet lives in them. His successor in the Principalship again rose 
from pupil to principal-the Rev. 0. Moore, auother son of the soil. 

Within 30 years from the founding of that seminary, the desire 
1 

for knowledge so increased tliat, to meet the wants of the Settlement, 
it was found needful to establisli another higher educational seminary 
-the Wesleyan High Scliool. Tliis seminary was opened in 1874 by 

! the Rev. Benjamin Tregaskis, now deceased. During its existence of 

I over 13 years, it has cliffused tlie blessings of knowledge to hundreds 
of pupils. With improved methods of -imparting instruction wliich 
are deserving of all praise, the influence of this school is materially 
telling on tlie educational Progress of tlie community. Its first and 
present Principal is a Native of the soil, the Rev. J. C. May. 

Now, to  my mind, tlie fact tliat these two higlier educational 
seminaries are under the management of Natives is, by itseif, a 
sufficient reason for celebrating the Centenary of this Settlement. I t  

is an evidence to be read of all men 'I that education is arriving here 

at its last stage, viz., the Stage of $elf-discipline. I consider this Stage 
t0 be definitely maxlced out in  another way, in 1876, by tiie affiliation 
of Fourah Bay College to the University of Durham, tlirough which 
several Natives, \vitliout leaving liome, liaie succeeded in taking the 
Degrees of an.Englisl1 University in Arts and in Theology. 
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To point out wliat tlie attainment of such Degrees is doing for tlie 
Negro Race, I may be allowed to quote a few lines from a Paper read 
in 1881 before tlie Royal Colonial Institute, on "Sierra Leone, past, 
present and future." Tlie Hon. T. R. Griffith, our liiglily respected 
Colonial Secretary, wrote : "There are Negroes of pure African blood 
in connection with tlie colony and on the West Coast who have fully 
attained to the Iiigli standard of intellectual culture we reach in 
England, and have gained University Degrees of Oxford and Durliam. 
Tliese men afford an iiicontestable proof that the Negro race is not 
Iiopelessly incapable, and a great responsibility rests upon tliem, 
which from personal knowledge I may say they fully realise, as intel- 
lectual iepesentatives of their race before the people of Europe aiid 
America." 

These are brave words. Wliat a contrast to  the despair whicli 
well nigh reigned in the early years of tlie century! And they are 
tnic words. The Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and Durham, 
aroused to a sense of Negro advancement, have laid Open even their 
honorary gates to bear testimony. Besides the Venerable Bishop 
Crowther, a D.D. of Oxford, Durham lias conferred her honorary 
M.A.'s on the Revds. G. C. Nicol and D. G.Williams; aiid Cambridge, 
conservative Cambridge, has opened her doors to welcome witli an 
M.A., him \vliom her Public Orator eloquently described as " littcris 
et Agtglicis ct Hcbrnicis et Arnbicis ertcditzls "-the Venerable A~chdeacon 
Henry Johnson, of the Upper Niger. . This act speaks volumes. We 
liave every ieason at  this season to be deeply grateful to God, to the 
C.M.S., and otlier Cliristian bodies, to the good men moved by Him 
thus to benefit us: and to eschange hearty congratulations on the 
advancement of our race. 

I liave passed over in tliis brief record tlie advancement of the 
femalc portion of the commiinity, for which the existente of two 
Higlier Educational Seminaries, one of them entirely supported and 
managed by ourselves, is evidence enough. I liave also passed over 
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the aid of Government to our Elementary Schools, which, tliougli often 
subject to spasmodic fits, has from the earliest times proved a valuable 
liandniaid to  the noble outlay of missionary societies. May tlie 
coming century render such aids healtliy! It remains for me now, 
my friends, to notice briefly wliat are the probable developments of 
tlie future. 

If the present affords any indication of the future, it appears to 
me that we sliall develo'p in the patliway of Science and Industry. 
This is the true road to self-discipline and ultimate independence. 
The attempt now made by the community to establisli a t  Fourali Bay 
College General Scliolarships for tlie pursuit of Science is a significant 
fact ; no less significant is the establishment of a Botanical Station 
liere (to be opened on Wednesday next) ; still more is tlie interest 
now generally taken in the question of "lndustrial Education!' 
Tliese are finger-posts pointing botli ways-to the past, denoting tlie 
advance in knowledge already attained-to the future, denoting that 
future developments will be of a practical ltind. I left in the College 
to-day, as I started to come here, besides men sitting for their final 
examinations in Arts and Tlieology, two of the youths of the Wes- 
ieyan High Scliool competing for the Science Scliolarsliips. Let us 
remember tliat Science and Industry liave made England what she is 
to-day-" a marvellous euipire, spread over all parts of the globe and 
riiling members of every human race, alilte in tlie frozen North or the 
burning Tropics, civilised and savage, Asiatic or European, Negro or 
American Indian-a iiation whose pioneers liave ever led the van of 
Progress, wliose merchants are in every mart and their ships in every 
Sea-a iiation that compels tlie very forces of Nature to minister to 
.their comfort. Steam, that generates the earthqualte, eitlier draws 
their cliariots, or twirls their spinning wheel; while tlie liglitning 
carries their messages to the ends of the eartli, or serves as candle in 
tlieir banqueting rooms." 

Such should be our ideal for tlie future of our countr)?. It may be 
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interesting to mention that even tlie Ancients grant the place of j 

Iionour to industry and inveniions. Virgil, in his immortal Epic, 
wliilst conducting his liero througli the blissful fields of spacious 
Elysium, made him behold resting in tliose happy sliades not only I 

those who sustained wounds in fighting for their country, but those . , i 
wlzo iinproved life by tlze igtvc?~tiolzs of A Y ~ s .  

" Igzveatas nzct qzci vitnrit excohrereper nrtes!' 
Let our future efforts be directed to  Science and Industry. i 

My task is done. I liave but a simple advice to offer you in closing 
tliis address. If we desire the continued advancement of our race, if 
we look forward to ultimate independence, let each of us do so~nethi~bg 
to promote that end. B 

We liave had enougli of "tall talk" aboul Negro capabilities: we I 
have had enougli and to spare of grandiloquent language about our 
debateable past. Let the past century roll away such waste of time 1 
and strength. Now let us show our capacity by addressing ourselves I 

I 
to serious work. 

Every pupil amongst you will be solving the great problem of the 
! i 

future wlien be applies himself to his studies, however simple tliose . i: 
studies may be. The pupil who carefully worlcs out a few sums set s 

him in Arithmetic, or thorouglily prepares his day's lessoii in Latin or ' 

English Grammar, is doing more to effect Negro independeiice tlian 
the loftiest talker or the idle dreamer about Afric's Universal Sway. 
The sight of such a large number of youths, doubtless the moulders 
of thouglit in tlie sncceeding century, impels me to impress this upon 
you to let your thoughts always find expression in wortliy deeds. 

Act, act in !Iic living present, 
Heart within and God o'er head. 

Let it be a pleasure to  you to say like Longfellow's '< Blacksmith "- 
Something. attempted, something done, 
Has earn'd n niglit's repose. 
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manliness and independence. And thus we may safely leave the 
future t o  be solved by Time, feeling Sure tliat he who may have tlie 
pleasure of occupying my place a t  the close of the Bi-centenary of 
this Settlement will not have to point out, as I do to-day, that tlie 
educational heroes of the past were, as it were, "rari vznntes igt gurgite 
vasto," but will find to hand a noble array of scientists, inventors, and 
discoverers-men who have left their 

Footprints on the sand of time, 

men who have improved human life by their deeds-men who have 
raised Africa to her riglitful position amongst tlie nations. 

Tliis, coupled witli tlie fear of God, will beget in you a spirit of true I 



! 

. :  DISCOURSE 

Delivered by the Right Rev. E. G. INGI-IAM, D.D., Lord 
Bishoj of Sier~a Leone, at the Sjecz'nl Service 
o f Thnnhsgivin~ in celebratioiz o f Her Majesty's 
Jz~bilee, nt St. Geor8ee's Cathedral, Sievra Leo~ze, 

. J a m  zrst, 1887. 

ACTS xxviii, 15-"He thanlied God and took courage." 

NDER a bright Italian sky, just landed from a long and 
weary voyage, having suffered a terrible sliipwreck (pro- 
bably at Malta) witli Rome, tlie goal of his journey and 

the object of his great desire, within measurable distance-with per- 
sonal assurances of hearty welcome from that great city itself just at 
liand, well might Paul the Apostle thaulc God at Appii Forum-well 
might he talce courage ! 

There is that in tliis brief Passage, which, partly from the wording 
itself, partly from the immediate circumstances 'of the situation from 
wliich he liad just emerged, makes it, as I think, exceedingly siiitable 
to express our feelings oii tliis occasion. Wliat is the occasion ? I t  
is tlie Jubilee of our Gracious Sovereign I And at the Queen's express 
wisli, we, representatives of all classes and denominations in this 
settlement, are gatliered within tliis building, as thousands of our 
fellow-subjects are similarly gathered in all parts of the world, to do 
what the Queen herself is at tliis moment proceeding to Westmiuster 
Abbey to do-to acknowledge God's Hand in all tlie mercies that have 
come to  her and to us, duriiig fifty years of happy reign, aftd to tlra?clt 
Hint for tliefit I I feel it to be a great responsibility, and a rare privi- 
lege, to attempt to guide or express your thoiigli;s at such a moment. 
Let me, howeves, as well as I can, gatlier up some of the causes for 
thanltfulness whicli suggest tliemselves to my olvn mind, and (such is 
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tlie freemasonry of patriotism) doubtless to yours as well. We liave 
Seen that tlie Apostle's thankfulness was just in the degree in which t 

courage liad been severely tested, and surroundings had been dark 
and ominous. I t  is always so. I t  is so in our own history. 1s it 
necessary for me to remind this congregation that the Ship of the 
State has, since 1837, been at  one time in perilous storms, at others 
in deceitful and dangerous quicl<sands; that there have been moments 
when it seemed as tliougli the staid and practical Eiiglish masses 
would reject all authority but theirown;moments, too, when it seemed 
as thougli much of our Colonial Empire would fall away from us, 
wliether by mutiny or distrust ? Can wc deny that we liave had liere 
and there some very real shipwrecks, wreclcs tliat many deplore 7 To 
all minds surely will recur enough of disaster, enoiigli of public and 
private calamity, to create such a background as must tend to make 
to-day's Jubilee stand fort11 with the greater prominence and bright- 
iiess. Stimulated then by memory, and obedient to our Queen's 
behest, we bless God for mercies to her and the nation-mercies . ' 
amongst which the loyalty of all her subjects Stands first. Last 
year's Colonial and Indian Eshibition, this year's Colonial Conference 
(and its happy outcome) and the Imperial Institute-all of them a 
tangible illustration of fifty years' steady growth aiid expansion and 
fellowsliip-tltesepvcseitt FACTS are PROOF tliat tlie Queen bids us thank 
God for what are but nctical nird szcbsfaittial find existilzx beitcjits. 
Amongst the greatect mercies of the Reign, tlien, lias been the main- 
teiiance of the integrity of tlie Empire. Our Army and Navy, repre- 
sented here to.day, have won laurels in every part of the world, as of 

[l  Course (so long as our cause is a right one) by God's blessing, they 
always will. It is a remarkable fact, that, during a period in which 
almost every country in Europe lias been partitioned and remodelled 
or sliced, we, happily, have (recent circumstances cause ine to say it 
witli tenfold tlianl<fulness) remained, so far, an UNITED Icingdom ! 
And it is a circumstance wliicli, we may be Sure, lias filled tlie Qucea's 

J 



heart with thankfulness, that, in spite of anxious rumours of wars, 
throughout the whole of this Jubilee year there has been 910 scrz'ozcs 
distz4rbaacc of thc pcncc of the world. At this moment we may say (I 
trust with truth) that the temple of Janus is closed. I lcnow that 
ours is a liirritcd monarcliy-lcinder to botli monarch and people that i t  
.should be so-but still it goes for something, especially wlieii we know 
the Queen's great personal influence, not only a t  home, but in foreign 
palaces, that, when she was aslced by a large number of her Australian 
subjects to select a text to be written on the title page of a Jubilee 
Bible, she, the Sovereign of the Empire on which the sun never sets 
(this is no mere euphemism) selected these words : Oir cnrtlr peace, 
good will towards ntc?~." The Queen of England has caught sometliing 
of the spirit of the Babe of Bethlehem, her Lord and King, and it is 
pleasant for us all to ltnow what a gracious mind and heart she has 
towards, not her own subjects only, but towards all men on this 
auspicious day. Truly, a blessed, a Divine use of power, of mighty 
and wide spread influence, and all benevolently intent on the spread 
of peace, the manifestation of good will to vtnlt. 

Not in her own presence, yet in that of her Representative, I may 
be allowed to say, that tlze grentest ~tiercics of all for which we thanlc 
God to-day, are just those which are incapable of enumeration, or 
even of stating with distinctness-mercies, I mean, in connection with 
the Queen's private and personal character. I can imagine the temp- 
tation, a t  such a time as this, to exaggerate. Happily liere there is 
no danger. But I will be well within the marle. Thank God, tlien, 
for that sobemess and ripeness of judgment, so remarkable in one 
then so young, that led the Princess Victoria to say, when the Crown 
of England was placed within her reach, "Yes, there is grandeur, but 
there is responsibility." Tliank God, too, for that delicate considera- 
tion for the feelings of others, which has never left her, which led 
her, a young girl, to talce such care that tlie then widowed Queen 
Consort should not, by any word from her, roughly awalce to her 

i 
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changed position. Thank God too for the liusband He gave her, for 
tlie marvellous love tliat united tlieir Icindred minds for so many years 
(aye, and, in the communion of saints, unites them still). Happy 
indeed, when Royal marriages and state considerations do not elbow 
out love! Happy for the families of England, that the Queen's 
married life, her domestic simplicity and purity, her very widowhood, 
have been nothing short of an inspiration in every Corner of tlie land 
-I had almost said of tlie world. When we consider that tlie Queen 
has been the mother of nine children, and that she has beeu a motlier 
arid the while a Queen, so mucli a Queen that she has always exacted 
from her Prime Ministers a few lines each evening after Parliament 
rase. And when we look at the useful and even laborious lives the 
surviving members of tlie Royal Family lead, we cannot but admit 
that neitlier has tlie Crown stood in the way of happy and successful i 1 

domestic life, nor hac the domestic life Stood in the way of the public i 
duties involved by the Crown. Perhaps some of you were as much I 

struclc as  I was, when the Princess Christian, the other day, addressing 1 

a ]arge number. of English girls at Oxford, said words to this effect : 
< <  The Queen, my belovid mother, brouglit us up to  learn all useful 

things, plain sewing among the rest. I have always regarded plain 
Swing as essentially a woriina's worlt, and many of tlie happiest Iiours 
of my life have been those tlius employed!' If a tree is to be judged 

by its fruits, I liave made out a case; and I ieave you to infer tlie 
magnificent influence of such words and such examples, sown broad- 
Cast, by members of the Reigning House. The present Bishop of 

Ripon tells a story that brought the Queen as a woman and a 
Christian very mercifully down to liis own level wlien as a parochial 
clergyman he had beeil summoned to ~ r e a c h  before Her Majesty: 1 

I 
He feared and felt it would be next to impossible to forget she was 
the Queen, arid he longed to be free from tiiat over-mucll conscious- 
ness wliicli would be tlie result. ,The relief came as he Was ascending 
the pulpit steps. The hymn, " Jesus, lover of my ~ 0 ~ 1 , "  was being 
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sung. He caught her voice clearly and feelingly in every line all 
through. I t  did him a world of good. He said, SIce is n wottmlz nicd 
n believer, tool I have a message from God to such;" and lie 
preached in comfort, and, therefore, with freedom from restraint. 
Or, just one other incident, which brings the Queen and her womanli- 
ness into touch with West Africa. That sympathy, which always 
goes out to sorrow and want and suffering, was once evoked by the 
deatli of a favoured mother of a more favoured African child. And 
the missionary's wife, who took the cliild to Osborne, will never forget 
the motherly tenderness with which the Queen said, "My poor child, 
I am so sorry for you!' That child will, I liope, yet repay tlie 
Queen's sympathy and condescension, shown in many ways. At any 
rate we must never doubt the Queen's good will to Africa. 

I sliall only mention one other cause for thankfulness. I t  is one 
wliich tlirills the very soul of the believer in God. I assure you, 
brethren, when I read the Queen's telegram, desiring us to join with 
her in acknowledging God's liand in the events of tliese fifty years, I 
was moved tlirough and throiigli. It is such a grand thing in these 
days, when so many have cast off all faith in tliat God, who is in ali 
history, and witliout whom history is a riddle, that the Queen of 
England should, from her lofty throne, publicly acknowledge a King 
of lcings and Lord of lords, and acknowledge Him with loving thanks- 
giving. 

But not on this occasion only-it lias been always so. I have 
noticed, and especially since the Bradlaugh crusade and those dis- 
reputable attempts began to get the oath altered by expunging tlie 
name of God-I have noticed, I say, the emphasised manner in 
which the Queen, in her addresses to IJarliament, has never failed to 
invoke the aid of Almighty God in all tlieir deliberations 1 And here, 
bretliren, is not only ground for tliankfulness, but here we come into 
touch witli the secolbd part of my text. Here we '<take cotwnge." Yes I 
courage to go on and tread tlie iinlcnowii path. What a void-what 

I ! 
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a blank must those experience wlio are witliout God in the world I I 

I think we ought to be very tender with such people, and I feel, too, 
I we should bethinlc ourselves how sadly we often confirm them in tlieir 

;'i J i atheism, by the sham cliaracter of our own unconvicted and ernpty 
1 
j professions I No one doubts that " the Queen puttet11 her trust iii 
I 
I tlie Lord!' Thank God, so do millions of her subjects I Tlien we 

1 flbny take Courage 1 '(Happy is he that liatli tlie God of Jacob for his , 
i help and whose hope is in the Lord His God." Any other ground of ,  

Courage will fail and disappoint. Tlie apostle Paul was at Appii I Forum. Rome was still ahead. Some tell us England is a t  the end t 
i of her journey, the acme of her greatness. Others say she is on the 
i 

decline. I expect people oscillate in their opinions, according as 

1 '1  their own party is in or out of posver I I believe we have a futzcve I 

ii I am not Sure it will be a smooth one. But I am Sure there are 

! 

abundant objects for noblest ambition lying near aliead. I believe 
I 

the Lord of Hosts is witli us, as witli King Asa, "so long as we be 
with Him," and thus I, for one, am full of courage to go forward aud 
tread the unlcnown. Those good strong words of Daniel, may tliey 
be exemplified in our Empire of maiiy races, ['Tlie people that do 
kilow their God shall be strong and do exploits." 

Brethren, if I say biit a sliort word only on the subject of tlie 
second Jubilee or one huiidredtli year of this Settlement, it is because 
an opportunity is now awaiting us of giving full attention to that 

. I  subject. But yet I could not bear that the Centenary of this Settle- 

i ment should appearlost sight of on such an occasion as this. The 
history of this one hundred years is tlie history of a land prepared for 
a people and of a people ~ r e ~ a r e d  for a land I One special reasoii 

\vl.i tlie first allusion to this is peculiarly suited to tlie sacred ~ l a c e  in 
which we now are, is tliis. I t  must never be forgotten, that, if tlie 
meii who ravaged this Coast from the days of Hawkiiis, for slave 
traffic, were meii of Belial, the meii who successfully led the crusade 

! against: that traffic were, be f~ rean~ t i i i ng  else, iiceib of God. The men 



I 

wlio, on that first Abolition Committee, were instrumental in forming I 

this Settlement, were MEN OF GOD! These Same men were among 
I the founders of the Cliurch Missionary Society in 1799. The moral ! 1 

I would draw is a very brief but pertinent one. It is this: If ever i 
L 

! there was a Special working of God's Providence since the days d i e n  
Israel came out of Egypt, you liave i t  in all that occurred in con- i 
nection witli the formation of this Settlement. I believe God was I 

mysteriously in the midst of the very sorrows of this people's cruel I 
l 

and abominable bondage ! I believe God was behind all the remedial ! 
I 

measures talten; I believe God used just those instruments that lay .! 
nearest to His hand ; more, I believe that what God begins He e 

I always carries On. I believe it is His plan, that this people should, 
through contact with all that is best in Christian civilisation,turn i i 
round presently, and become a blessing to their race behind us. 

Now, we will admit that, in detail, in working up to this point we i 
may have made many mistakes. During one hundred years of evolu- 
tion, the circumstances have not, perhaps, always been siich as  to 
promote Aaaltlcy evolution. Tliere will be an opinion in some quarters 
that greater results would have been attained had other appliances 
been'used. This is no place to discuss these points. The question 
is, " looking along the perspective of oue hundred years, is there 
ground for tliankfulness at the progress of to-day 7 ' '  I answer boldly, 
"Yes." Considering the starting point, the progress is remarkable. 
You are tliankful. Will you thank God then as our Queen does ? I 
am Sure you will most of you do tliis also. Then I have only one 
.more word to say. You may indeed take Courage. Your destiny, like 
tliat of the Apostle, still lies in front, but it is much nearer than when 
you had your exodus! I t  is a noble destiny-not, indeed, to dictate 
to the empires of tliis world, but to be God's medium of blessing to 
the vast and unnumbered peoples of this dark land. 

May .I give you a Centennial text ? I believe every word of it 
applies as  truly in its measure to you as to Israel. "Thou hast 
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brought a vine out of Egypt; thou hast cast out the heatlien and 
planted it. Tliou preparedst room for it, and didst cause it to take 
deep root, and i t  Iilled the land." I bid my Sierra Leone brethren 
realise the imagery of this Vine. Realise the blessedness to-day of 
being safely planted in a prepared land, held for you by the mightiest 
Empire on earth. Realise that you are not to rusli into galvanised 
activities of progress, but to follow the sweet silent processes that 
regulate natural growth. And be Sure that just in the degree in 
which you take deep root downwards, into the soil of the truth pf 
God, so will you spontaneously bear fruit upward, fruit that shall 
bless the land on the fringe of wliicli you dwell. 

I suppose we niay all be said, roughly s~eaking, to be now in the 
very spirit of the Jubilee. Let me remind yon, however, before you 
become involved in the endless entertainments whicli our enterpnsing 
Centenary Committee have marked out for you, that tlie spirit of the 
Jubilee is l L  Good will toward atnn." 1s it too much to ask that every 

race and tribe before me now will try to act out and live this gospel 
of good will? I ain certain that tribal feeling and race feeling are 
surviving too Iong in this little community. 

Can we not have i t  all buried from this day 7 But tribal and rate 

feeling are not the 0n1y evils. An evil as great as any is the 

indifferente of so many who sojourn here for a time, to the real pro- 
gress of the people. Can we not have more'kind CO-operation, more 
genial healtliy good will, a more liumility and receptiveness On 

the one side-a little less of the patronising and the sceptical On the 
other, and various tribes, arid tlie two races, will so learn from each . 
other, that tlie day of Africa's Visitation will be brouglit sensibly 
nearer. Take away jvith you, tlien, tlie thougllt that tlle mind 0f 

your Queen, whom you would all like to please arid gratif~ to-day~ is 
a mind full of wishes of peace for earth, and good will to everY race 
of ineu. Let tliis mind, by God's grace be in you, arid I have no fear 
for your future. you may weil '< thank God and take courage." 



ORATION 
Dehk?red by HON. SAMUEL LEWIS, oiz the occa- 
sion of the CeZebratz'o?~ of the Ju6iZee of the Reigj* of 
Her Mnjesty Queen Victoria, and Centenary of the 
Colon.. of Sierra Leone, in the ~ i~ber fo rce '  kewio- 

riaZ Hall, Jz~ae zrst, 1887. 

OUR EXCELLENCY, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,-TO-~~Y We 
are met together to  celebrate two memorable events, the 
one prominent in the annals of a great Empire, and the 

other relating to progress in the principle of justice and humanity 
tliroughout the civilised world-the Jubilee of the happy reign of the 
august Sovereign of a world-wide dominion, and the hundredth'anni- 
versary of the foundation here for a once-despised race of a refuge 
for it from oppression and from otlier multiplied woes-and of a 
centre from wliich to illustrate its title to the riglits of men. 

Whilst our liearts are with tliose of 340 millions of fellow subjects, 
animated with a common Sentiment of dutiful recogiiition of a long 
and prosperous rule, we-the people of Sierra Leone-have special 
occasion tobe  grateful for the measure of our participation in that 
general prosperity, which, throughout the Empire, is a t  this season 
being celebrated, proclaimed, and sung, as the just reward alilce of 
the personal virtues of tlie Sovereign and of her strict constitutional 
respect for that liberty which has marlced and inspired the progress 
of the British people, in all phases of their history. 

The stroiig and natural temptation to attempt a review of tlie 
progress made during tlie past fifty years, in all countries and among 
all races under British rule, must give way to the magnitude of tlie 
undertaking and to the consideration that the fiood of literaturc and 

THE CENTENARY OF SIERRA LEONE. 59 

information whicli the Jubilee celebrations will have produced and 
disseminated not many weeks hence of the state of progress in every 
part of the Britisli Empire, would render tlie acliievement, were it 
even possible, one of super-erogation. From every Corner we may 
expect to have some discovery of the signs of advancement. 
Naturally there would be different degrees of force witli which its 
existence will strike the attention. Some places will probably appear 
to have moved but slowly, whilst the rapid growth of vast depen- 
dencies in Asia and South Africa in material wealtli and moral 
improvement is as palpable in fact as it is romantic in adventure. 
But even where, as in Ireland, tliere is trouble and confusion, and a 
Spirit hostile to national unity, tliere are preachers of disintegration, 
justifying its existence and its doctrines by the pauperism of its 
peopie and by the alleged divorce between them and the property in 
the country-there even is a sign of political progress, no less 

, 
remarkable than tlie material prosperity of the most advancing 
dependencies. And that political progress is not confined to Ireland, 

I 

claiming what she conceives to be her just measure of self-government, 
but it extends to England ; so that to whatever side of the two great 
parties in ~ r f t i s h  politics we turn, we find the solemn and sincere 
aclcnowledgment of the duty, no longer to wound or ignore the sus- 
ceptibilities, but to discover the best means of conceding to the i I 
reasonable aspirations of tlie Irish people as an integral part of an 
United Kingdom. I 

We may now fairly come home and endeavour to See wvhat has .. 

beeil and is being done by and througli us. Sierra Leone will aiways 

remain an important fact of history, Embodying the conception of ; 
lofty principles i t  will not, it cannot, die. I t  is like a ball thrown ? 

from the height of those lofty principles into tlie boundless space of 
prejudice and of oppression on the one hand, of barbarism on the 
other, gathering by a law of moral gravitation increased momentum : 

and inteiisity to its force as it moves against those gigantic evils, SO 
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long as they afflict tlie Negro race. I do not propose to address 
myself in panegyrics on the noble acts and sacrifices of Great Britain 
to  secure the freedom of the Negro, nor on tlie ~hilanthropic move- 

i i 
ments of private benevolence that led to tlie natural recognition of 
.the'claims of humanity. The story has been often and eloquently 
told, and by none more feelingly than my countryman, the Rev. 
0. Moore, as I am informed, in his Sermon on Sunday last a t  St. 
George's Cathedral, how- 

Among the great, the brave, the free, 
Tlie matchless race of Albion and the sea, 
Champions arose to plead the Negro's cause. 

How- 

I 
1 

In the wido breach of violated laws, 
Througli which the torrents of injustice rolled, 
They stood. With zeal unconquerabiy bold 

I 
Tiiey raised their voices, stretched their nrms to savc 

i 
I 

From cbains the freeman, from despair lhe slave; 1 
The exiie's heart-siclc anguisli to assuage, ! 

j And rescue Afrio from the spoiler's rage. 

In  response to this plea, long, eloquently and earnestly sustained, 
Great Britain has spent great treasure and valuable lives in t h e  1 

\ 
establishment and maintenance of this colony. Had her only object 1 been to found a coqmunity of Negroes-in order to tekt the capacity 
of the race for gratitude to its benefactors ; for order and obedience I 

'! to the wise laws of a constituted government; for rising by rapid 
strides, by leaps and bounds, from the condition of abject slaves to 
tlie dignity and intelligence of citizens, performing in accordance 
with, if not above, the measure of their opportunities and side by side 
and equally with the children of their benefactors, all the functions of 
civilised existente; for honest and earnest industry to better their 
material condition; for acquiring and applying knowledge whicli 
calls forth tlie hidden resources of mental power; for realisiiig, 
accepting, arid conforming to the fundamental truths of the Christian 
religion, arid the moral System it propagates;-had tliese been the 
only objects of its foundation, Sierra Leone must, if tlie sense of tlie 

. . . .....,.., -... ..~ . , , . . . , . . 
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perception of evidence is not perverted, be regarded, even by its foes, 
as a wonderful development-a remarkable instance of national pro- 
gress. The gauge of the gratitude of its people for benevolent treat- 
ment by Englishmen may be found in their strong Sentiment of 
attachment to the Britisli people and institutions, and in their desire 
to remain British by nationality whilst tlieir race individuality and . 
feelings are respected ; and I can add that to-day, in tlie wide extent 
of her Empire, Her Majesty is greeted witli no truer loyalty than tliat 
which burns in the tliousands of Negro breasts in this community. 

The beautiful legend of tlie Seven Sleepers of ecclesiastical , 

liistory will best illustrate tlie imperceptible yet rapid changes which 
have occurred in the stages of tliis rare instance of Progress. If 
some Nova Scotian Settler, or Maroon, or liberated African, wlio 
lived up to the end of the first thirty years of the Settlement were 
now aronsed from his deep, mortal sleep, with a vivid memory of the 
events of his time, familiar with the sight of the slave sliip discharging 
its freight of human misery, remembering the ignorante, tlie hea- 
thenism, and the helplessness of the great bulk of the people; the 
wooden structures in which resided the ilitc of the town; and how aii 
the ministers in Church and State were Europeans-our awakened 
sieeper would, on beholding the improved conditions of the present, 
probably be led to conceive tliat his imagination was making sport of 
him as to tlie reality of the tangible objects he now beheld, or that 
they were the products of enchantment. A heterogeneous body of 
barbarians in their own Iiome, knowing, perhaps, 110 law but what tlie 
slave dealer taught them-that of force and fraud-no obligation of 

honour, because no man dared to trust his neighbour-is transformed 
t0 a most law-abiding, ~eaceful community of ~eople  ; tiie abject siave 
from the slave ship or his immediate descendant of one generation, 
sits in the forum of justice, intelligently discusses, votes, and passes 
the laws whicli govern liimself and his European fellow subjects, or 
worthily fills tlie episcopal chair of a great branch of the Cliristian 



churcli, or, as a pastor, taking the place of the missionary, labours 
with equal zeal and acceptance, in some cases, with a greater and 
more far-reaching sympatliy than his missionary teacher possessed. 
In civil life this transformed being or his descendant is Seen, liere 
assisting in expounding tlie laws of a complex juridical system, there 
adm:nistering relief to suffering on tlie basis of scientific treatment. 
In the department of material progress, again, tlie view of the 
awakened sleeper is no longer impeded by primeval forest ; on every 
side his eycs meet with the lofty edifices consecrated to the Service of 

. God, the solid structures forming the dwellings of the Same man, 
formerly the abject slave. He beholds the remarkable spectacle, of 
a destitute people whose only visible property were tlie emaciated 
bodies in which they landed here, witli little aid other tlian tliat of 
their own industry, ingenuity and tlirift, becoming the owners of 
nearly the whole of tlie private property in the Settlement, and com- 
manding the bulk of a trade wliich, tliough now depressed, is still 
considerable. The whole history of such people, viewed in the light 
of only their own advancement, is, after one hundred short years- 
short reckoning in the life of a nation-in its silent but rapid transi- 
tions, litte the history of the growth of a healtliy child wlio, in the 
gradual unfolding of its little bein'g, discovers to the eye that is daily 
kept on it aud watching its movements no signs of the rapid change 
wliich%rings out of tlie puny infant the vigorous youth. The tender 
mother cannot cease yet to  sec any other tlian the child. To tlie 
elderly people aroundhe appears still a cliild. And some of 11s rniglit 
remember how, when in the confidence of our youthful powers, vve 
attempted to express an opinion for the first time in the council of our 
elders, witli wliat scornful rebuke our opinion was spurned as we 
were told vve were little boys. We felt we were no longer boys ; vve 
humbly sat away, nevertheless, watching tlie results of the action of 

! those elders, till, discovering that we were right, they sought advice 
; from us, arid, acl~nowledged by tliat act, we were no longeer cliildren 
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eitlier in body or in mind. So is the youtli of Sierra Leone reached, 
imperceptibly to many now living who Iiave attaiiied their three Score 
years and tcn, but, nevertheless, too real to be doubted. And tliose 
Governors of the Settlement are like scnsible fathers, who spurn not 
the counsels or Suggestions of the people, but ponder them and have 
the Courage or lionesty to acl~nowledge their value, and wlio, refusing 
to indulge in gratuitous insults of the people by conternptuous recitals 
of their past painful Iiistory, are gratified to,discover and encourage 
the growth and display of capacity heretofore unexpected-Governors 
like the late Sir Arthur Icennedy, or like Sir John Pope Hennessy, or 
Sir Arthur Havelocl-who, knowing no favouritism, gave to native 
capacity a free scope to develope and esercise itself, and recognised 
and utilised it-Governors free from tlie vice of tliat weak system of 
weak and incompetent men who are afraid of recognising any quality, 
however exalted in another, especially if that other is a Negro. 

But the picture already presented is of Sierra Leone as a station 
and as a people, and not as a g e a t  principle. Tlie scope of that 
principle is not confined within the narrow boiinds of the municipal 
law on which was founded that illustrious judicial declaration that- 

Slavcs cannot breathe in Et~glnird, 

or created the poetic fervour for physical liberty througliout the 
British dominions. Tlie principle comprehends the eternal law of 
f~?civcvsnl freedom, and Sierra Leone was to be a means-a living 
means-to encourage the growth and spread of that ~rinciple. I do 
not then intend to recite tlie history of Sierra Leone. I desire to ask 
if it is accomplishing its great mission. If so, liow ? If not, why? 

1s it the failure wliich even some friends of Africa have been led to 
believe it to be ? There are some native gentlemen who, from a 
feeling natural and even praiseworthy wlien it leads to effort and is 
not confined to passive complaint, tliink tliat Sierra Leone iias no 
justification for the celebration of its centenary, because, as they 
maintain, wliat appear to be the'marlcs of progress are all foreign, 





was the result of contact between different nations, and of centuries 1 I 

of their interaction upon one another. 
The nations wliich now are tlie foremost in civilisation were 

twenty centuries ago not one wit Superior in any mental or moral 
quality, in culture, or in naiural virtue ; indeed, some of them were 
inferior to large sections of Negroes in tlie heart of Africa, who have 
been least expose'd to the influence of tlie slave trade. Then, almost 
all the people now commanding and employing all the resources of I 

civilisatiou were the rudest barbarians, living in miserable, low window- i 
less huts, practising no art aud destitute of lcnowledge, ignorant, and I 
indolent; unless, wlien there was a call t? arms, like the Mendis of i 

i 
our neiglibourhood, they clieerfully obeyed their ferocious impulse for 
destruction and murder. They liad their Dahomian customs, wliich j 

they dignified with tlie name of religious sacrifice, and they enjoyed 
their sweet repast of human flesh. , No distaff or loom converted the 
fibre of plants or the wo01 of the slieep into even coarse covering for 
the body; affected with intense cold, the inventive faculty did not in 
a case of such Stern necessity aspire to anything liigher than the 
untanned skin of wild beasts. No extensive fields of wheat or corn 
supplied the barn, no <' vineclad hills " furnislied ambrosial wines. 
The ores of the country lay at tlie feet of the inliabitants, but there 
was neither native knowledge nor slcill to turn Nature's gifts into 
account. Many of these nations had no cities, and none had any 
literature. Their idolatrous worship and their wooden gods were 

. 
their measure of religious belief. Instead of the careful regard for 
the rights of others, which tlie correction of savage manners has long 
ago effected in the intercourse of nations, a t  the period of liistory to  
which I make this brief allusion, clan pitched battle against clan, 
tribe against tribe. Europe was tlien, as a great part of Africa is 
now, divided into liostile divisions and subdivisions against oiie 
anotlier, waging war upon one another, often to gratify only tlie 
spirit of turbulence, 
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! 
! I t  is not my intention to maintain an exact parallel in the aptitude 

I for improvement between tlie peoples of the two continents, but I ani 
hound to express my own conviction, that tlie Western civilisation to 
which the world owes so many blessings now, could not have been 
realised had the European nations remained in isolation from one 
another, and without, as between one anotlier, introducing aud propa- 
gating the influence of foreign example. Indeed, had the refinement 
of Greek intellect not heen stimulated by contact with the literature, 
philosophy and civilisation of Egypt ; or the iron despotism of Rome, 
not, in its turn, beeu softened by the acquired philosopliy of Greece ; 
had Rome herself not continued this ,link of intercourse witli the 
Northern and Western nations; liad tlie configuration of the European 
continent interposed, as in Africa, a barrier to easy intercommunica- 
tion with the civilisation of the age-that man would be rasli, indeed, 
wlio could now say tliat tlie ugliest types of African barbarism would 
not have been the prevailing measure of European advancement to- 
day. To improve one nation must learn from another. The liistory 

of the world sliows tliat adirancement commences first by contact 
and by imitation of what is supposed to be good or advantageous; 
and it is oiily when the wants of tlie imitator exceed tlie limits which 
imitation can supply, tliat adaptation is practised, and, further on, 
invention or discovery is stimulated; even the so-called wants of 
mankind are so often artificial tliat the spread of civilisation is due 
rather to tlie power which the love of imitation exercises in the crea- 
tion of new wants tlian to a disposition to satisfy only the exact 
demaiids of Nature. 

I liavc heard a high functionary here denounce the people of 
Sierra Leone for using lard and butter, instead of confining their oil 
food to the products of the palm groves. The people are too fond, it 
is said, of imitating the white.man-they dress like Europeans, try to 
tailc lilce them, indeed ape tliem. I am not an advocate for tlie sup- 

Pression of any usefni virtue or ~ractice of any people. On the 
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contrary, I maintain tliat it wili be a serious calamity to the race, I I 
should it, in adapting itself to the outward accessories of civilisation, 1 
destroy or surrender its higher instincts, its patriotism, its indi- 
viduality, its own conceptions of law and government, as tliese con- I 
ceptions are brought uuder the hallowed infiuences of the Christian 
religion. But the interminable reproach of servilely imitating the ! 

external circumstances of ciuilisation is apt to confuse the judgnient 
of those who seelc for escape from it by the impracticable suggestion 
that the Negro must look only within and upon himself for fashioning I 

his own destiny. No other people has been able to  accomplish such 
I 
1 

a stupendous feat. The result of contact in Europe has been that 
nearly all tlie nations on that continent are alike in many of their ! 1 

and to utilise tlieir hidden products, though tliat desire is tempered 
by the influence of religion and subject to a new and better code for 
regulating the relations between civilisation and senii-barbarism. 

No Negro can view witliout interest and concern the movements 

institutions and general habits, and dress alike, so that it is hard to  'i 

wliich are being made into tlie interior of the African Continent by 

i account for this similarity without giving tliem credit for the vigour / 
of their imitative faculty. 
. Until the year 1787, history could not, I believe, offer so novel an 1 

foreign powers. I t  is a movement oii whicli it is incumbent to say a 
few words. For the moment let it suffice to observe tliat in tlie 
competition between tlie law of self-interest and the claims of 
humanity, of whicli due recognition is made in tlie counsels of tlie 
civilised powers assembled at the Berliii Coiiference to consider inter- 

' 

national plans which will assuredly revolutionise Africa-the living 
force of the principle enunciated by the establisliment of Sierra 
Leone, was strongly felt, and it assisted to influence and guide the 
deliberations of the conference; so that those who thinlc Sierra Leone 
a failure may at least learn that its principles, founded on nght and 
justice, and confirmed by the living example and operation of tliis 
Settlement, notwithstanding its dra\vbacbs and deficiencies, will never 
die out, but spread witli tlie growth of true civilisation and public 
morality-that the civilised nations that liad for tliree centuries con- 
spired against the peace, tlie prosperity, and tlie advaucemeiit of 
Africa, liave bound themselves under a public vo\v to heal the wound 
which they liad created aud to render eariiest even thougli interested 
aid towards promoting tlie welfare of the people of the "Dark 
Continent," Let us liope tliat this vow niay be religiously performed 
and that its faithful observance, lilce tlie quality of mercy, may be 
twice blessed- 

Blossing him that gives ind him that takes." 

The solutioii of tlie question of tlie failtire or the success of Sierra 
Leone recluires tlie study of scverai conditions. First, if it be a 

espectation, that tlie improvement of tlie interior of Africa sllould, no 
sooner tlie Settlement was founded, inspire and niove every Negro 
inhabitant interior-,vards in missionary or otlier philanthropic &er- 

experiment as in Sierra Leone, for the spread of civilisation by the 1 i 
pliilanthropic means of planting a destitiite colony. I t  was an unique I 

experiment. Perhaps tlie colony has not flourished more than i t  has I 
I 

,I 

done, though great its imprbvements has been, because it lias t 

materially lacked tlie powerful impetus wliich the motives of gain or ! 
conquest supply. When ambition impelled Rome to bring under her ! 

1. 

domination the nations of the then known world, or the pressure of 
population, inhospitable climates, or otlier adverse forces, urged one 1 
barbarian nation in Northerii Europe, during the dark ages, to  rush 
upon the territor~ of another witliin easy reach and offering an easy 
prey to rapacity, the only law-that of self-interest whicli then 

'I  
governed the world supplied tliose motives for continuous contact, i 

I whicli has generally effected tlie reformation of manners and the 

improvement of tlie less advanced's~ciet~. I n  the keen and fearful 
competition of modern civilised life is discovered tlie strong desire of 
self ~vhich now impels European nations to  enter unexplored regions, 
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prises, liaving for their object tlie transformation of tlie sad condition 
of his fatherland, we would not plead the Utopian cliaracter of tlie 
expectation, nor want of the military force which such a movement 
shonld have for its Support in a sudden conflict with the criminal 
aptitude for deceit, rapine, bloodshed and murder-encouraged and 
stimulated by three centuries of degrading European contact dnring 
tlie Slave Trade era, which, it must be remembered, reached down to  
within a quarter of a century ago; nor would we urge that such a 
mission would, whilst it liad forfeited for us the title of enthusiasts, 
have completed for the tradueers of the Negro race the evidence often 
sought to  eonvict it of mad incnpacity; we would simply admit our 
guilt of the charge of failnre, because success was impossible under 
the existing conditions. But when I See a number of devoted ~ e g r o  
Christian Missionaries, a Negro Bisliop, two Negro Archdeacons, 
Scores of Negro clergymen and ministers of the Gospel, all from 
Sierra Leone, penetrating through the only available routes into the 
interioi of their benighted land, to spread therein the Gospel light; 
when I mark that their devotion to their work, often niisrepresented, 
often discouraged, is nevertheless unfailirig; wlien I know tliat com- 
paratively poor as Sierra Leone is, it does not fail to render its fair 
contribntions to the work of missions, I conceive that for those wlio 
think that one of the means by wliich tlie civilisation of manlcind can 
be most easily effected is tlie spread of religions trnth, there is ample 

and gratifying evidence that Sierra Leone has not been a failure. It 
may be that few of our Negro missionaries are able to boast of 
academical lore; it may be that even the system of training through 
which they, like their English coadjutors, have passed into their work 

may somewhat detract from the power whicli their intense sympatliy 
with the Progress of their countrymen would have gathered from the 

possession of the rudiments of industrial knowledge. I cannot doubt 
that the extensive and sober experience of Bishop Crowther, the 
liberal, weil-funded mind of Archdeacon Jolinson, and the energetic 

AND THB CENTBNARY 01i SIERRA LEONE. 71 

understanding of tlie Rev. James Johnson, inay have long ago dis- 
covered soine defects in the methods usually employed for'introdueing 
and propagating Cliristianity in Africa, especially near tlie coast, by 
simpiy teaching religion and adding literature as a means of its further 
diffusion. Tlieir interconrse with tribes wlio profess the Moliammedan 
faith, must have given them occasion for reflection on the evidence 
which is everyday accumulating as to the part which tlie Mahammedan 
religion plays in the development of tlie cliaracter aiid general con- 
dition of the interior Negro. 

On two important points Sierra Leone has been mainly attacked. 
Its Cliristianity is called in question and its system of education con- 
demned in many points. For neither do we claim perfection. I t  

would be as foolisli to expect and as rash to claini after jnst a hundred 
years of imperfect traiiiing, Christian perfection. It is now nearly 
niiieteen centuries since Christianity began to spread in tlie world; 
it toolc hold of Europe more tlian a thousand years ago. Leaving 

aside tlie system which was introduced by the problematical and 
wliolesale conversioiis and baptisms of the Congos, related as charac- 
terising tlie evaiigelisiiig work of Catliolic missions from Portugal in 
tlie sixteeiitli century, arid wliich was certain to experience, as it 
actually did, the fate of seed sown hastily in nnprepared soil, 
Christianity among tlie Negroes was introduced in Sierra Leone and 
West Africa only a huiidred years ago. In no State of Europe do we 
hear of the attainment of Christian or moral perfectioii. But every- 

tliing in Africa is to grow \vith rapidity ; it is in tlie torrid Zone, where 
unlike in temperate climes, Nature forces every growtli, plants spring 
up and ripen quiclcly arid luxuriantly, tlie ~assions of the people are 
credited with excessive tropical heat; therefore, as perfection in 
religion and morals is not reaclied in c~rrespondin~ly brief duration 
of time, Sierra Leone, nay I Africa, lias failed in capacity for receiving 
and assimilating tlie gift of the liighest examples of faith arid morals. 
The Continent is fit for nothing better tlian Mohammedanism, because 
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that religion is believed to miiiister only to tlie lo~ver passions and to 
tlie natural rapacity of the inhabitaiits. No less is this estimate of 
the merits of Mohammedaiiism based on erroneous conception of its 
principles and teachings, than is tlie common explanation of the cause 
of its prevalence in Africa an unjust slander of the moral character or 
mental capability of the Negro. 

Tlirough unprecise study of the facts which accompany and 
determine the success of hlohammedanism in the interior of Africa, 
it has become fashionable for European writers and travellers to 
magnify that religious system in order to show tliat it is more specially 
adapted than is Cliristianity for the Negro race; so tliat, judging 
from some of its alleged results on its Negro vo;aries, tlie Christian 
Negro is invited and sorely tempted to believe that for his race Islam 
lias over the Cliristian faitli greater power as well as excellence. Tlie 
results of the studies or observations of Dr. ~ l ~ d e n , ' M r .  Bosworth 
Smitli, Mr. Joseph Tliompson, and otlier African explorers, liave 
furnislied data to ensure a right appreciation of tlie impetus whicli 
Mohammedanism gives to progress in Africa, and that it is neither to 
its Superior escellence ovcr Christianity nor to inherent incapacity in 

its professors, such a favourable result ic due. It is, indeed, unjust 
tliat the Negro sliould bc abused for accepting wliat subjugates the 

Aryan intellect in. Europe and Asia. Probably I am prejudiced in 
favour of Christianit~, and I know that my opportunities for study of 

the religious Systems of tlie world is too slcnder to warrant iny posing 
as an authority for deciding their respective claims by riglit of 
information; but if I must trust the liarmony of my own heart with 
tlie Christian doctrine of atonement by sacrifice of a sinless victim, 
and compare the cardinal Cliristian precept of the love of one's 

neighbour as liimself, and of forgiveness of wrong inflicted with ihe 
Moliammedan teacliing of relentless opposition to unbelievcrs, I am 
unable to discover what in Mohammedanism can reach tlie develop- 
ments to whicli these two cardinal teachings of the Christian religion 

1 AND TlIE CENTBNARY OF SIERRA LEONE. 
I 

73 

are susceptible in their improvemeiit of inan in liis relation to liis 
fellow man and in his relation to the Supreine Being. Nevertlieless, 
it is a mark of bigotry or ignorante to deny the elevating character of 
Islam. Its points of similarity to Christianity are too important to 

! render it otherwise. Its grasp and application of tlie conception of 
j the oneness and spirituality of God, of the duty of submission to His 

will, its utter abliorence of idolatory, its recognition of the equality of 
i 

all men before God, the inculcation of great moral maxims by its 
sacred book-and tlie desire to knowledge which its literature, how- 
ever rudimentary, incites and imparts-are some of the sources of its 
power to reform tlie condition of man. Yet witli an eloquent and 

tlioughtful writer, wlio has exliibited tlie spirit of Christianity not 
often practised by its advocates, by pointing out and not denying the 
real excellence and importance of Islam, I agree in his exalted but 
truthful eulogy of Christianity. He says :- 

The religion of Christ contains whole fields of inorality and ~vliole 
realms of tliouglit, wliicli are all but outside tlie religion of Moliammed. 
It Opens to liumanity, purity of lieart, forgiveness of injuries, sacrifice of 

! self to man's iiioral nature ; it gives scope for toleration, development, 
boundless progress to liis mind ; itc motive power is stronger, even as a 
friend is better than a I<ilig and love higher tlian obedience. Its realised 
ideals in tiie various paths of human greatuess liave been more com- 
manding, more inaiiy-sided, niore lioly as Averoes. is below Newton, 
Harouii below Alfred, and Ali below Saiiit Paul. Finally, tbe ideal life 
0f all is far more elevating, far more inajestic, far inore inspiring, even as 
the life of tlie founder of Mollan~niedauism is below tlie life of tlie founder 
of Christianity. 

With this coiiviction, \~llich I am certain influeiices all Cllristian 
' Negroes, eveii tliose \vl1o are loudest in their praise of what ic worthy 

in Islam, and iii denouncing tlie metliods emplo~~ed in pro~agating 
Cliristianity in Africa, perliaps I may be ~ermitted by my countf~men 
in their name and mine to say wc, fully recognise arid appreciate at 
their full value the illtellse devotion, the fortitude, the self-sacrifice, 
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I 
the enthusiasni of European Christian niissionaries to Sierra Leone. 
Everywliere to-day we see imperisliable monuments of their labours, 
not only in Sierra Leone, but all along the West coast, and, through 
native missionaries, even into tlie interior of West Africa. Whilc 
Africa owes to Englishmen tlie conception and organisation of a plan 

1 for effecting her evangelisation, here is the fitting occasion to pay the 
t just tribute of respect to the memory of the Germans vvho led tlie ;, 
i van of this great enterprise, facing bravely the certain deatli, which 

for a time friglitened away the British missionary. Africa, while she 
will be ready to forgive the injuries with which she has been afflicted 
by European nations for centuries, will, I trust, always display a 
generous Spirit by never forgetting to avow its obligation for any aid 
which Europe may, througli any of its people, contribute towards her 
enlightenment and tlie alleviation of her miseries. Tlierefore, tliougli 
England, we trust, may never lose its highest place in the affectionate 
gratitude of tlie Negro, thatrace will ever cherish the memory of the 
important part played in its evangelisation by German pliilantliropy 
and Courage. 

The literary education as well as tlic religioiis instruction of Sierra 
Leone was voluiitarily undertaken by Cliristian missionaries. In tlie 
extreme novelty of their task, the performance of which was opposed 
by many adverse circumstances, not the least of which were the 
influence and practices of a rank and heterogeneous Paganism, the 
lack of a common language of communication between the teacher 
and tlie disciple, the prevalence of ignorance among the mass of tlie 
people, and their condition of total dependence for almost everything 
on external aid which served to iiiduce a blind acceptance of every 
idea inculcated-~ve ouglit to be grateful tliat no mistalce in method 
of a more serious character was committed tlian what is now usually 
complained against. 

It is felt that too much importance was given by missionaries to 
religion and to tlie leariiing, tliough only elementary, of boolts, and 
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that their system of teaching left their scliolars with a stupid prejudice 
against engaging in manual labour. No doubt the earlier missionaries 
had abundant opportunities to become the apostles of labour amongst 
tlie crude populations of which Sierra Leone was in tlieir time chieiiy 
composed; and in the loss of those opportunities we are liable to 
spend our energies in useless and unavailing regret that they were 
allowed to pass without being utilised. I will not undertalce to 
address myself here to  the question whetlier under the circumstances 
in wliich the colony was tlien placed, tlie blame of the loss should 
attach to the missionaries or the government, or to anybody at  all. 

Yet I am not prepared to admit the validity of tlie objection tliat 
it is not a part of tlie functions of Christian evangelists to cultivate 
tiie industrial capacity of the people among whom they are called to 
labour. No religious System more strongly insists upon activity in 
business and love of labour tlian Christianity. Idleness and sloth are 

states as inconsistent with its teachings as any methods of propa- 
gating tliat faitli which, liowever uninteiitionally, tend to foster an 
opinion favouring a dislilce of labour. And such methods will be more 

hurtful to  the interests of society in its infancy if tlie prejudice to 
wliich tliey give birth be against that branch of labour most suitable 
to promote the normal growtli of an infant society. 

In  a fairly advanced s tak  the principle of division of labour migllt 

adopted by the missionary devoting his attention exclusively to 
religious instruction arid to as mucli secular iearning as may assist in 
the spread of religious truths. But even after a hundred years, we 
are hardly in a position in this Settlement to put in full practice tllis 
principle of political economy. OU; rate of Progress would assuredly 
have been slower liad an attempt been made to rigidly observe it in 
all departments of society ; for in tlie lack of all the agencies neceSSaT 
for its application, there wonld be an abnormal development in One 
direction, wliile in another there would be exhibited stunted Pro- 

portioiis. The laws of healtliy growth require a fai* equal distribu- 



tion of the supply of nutritive elements to the entire system of tlic 
growing body. W e  see a tree of which tlie sap is allolved to flow in 
one direction of its braiiches, showing vigour on the one side and 
disease or decay on tlie opposite one. This consideration may illus- 
trate one aspect of the growth of Sierra Leone. 

But to understand the difficulties attending the performance of 
the primary duty of the missionary in Sierra Leone for many a year 
after its foundation, is at once to reduce the measure of his alleged 
error as well as of tlie stupidity of his disciple. I t  is not easy at tliis 
not distant period to ascertain to which of them is due the credit or 
discredit of inventing tbe new language, through which ideas were 
exchanged, and which forms an unique type of modern languages; 
and wbich, bridging over a temporary difficulty by supplying the 
means of common intercourse, was nevertheless unfit to become or to 
be preserved as the medium for the communication of great intel- 
lectual truths. 

I t  must, nevertheless, occur to tlie most thouglitless person that 
during tlie process of its formation and Progress this new language 
must produce a wide gap between the precepts of the preacher and 
the conception of the hearer. Nos is this defect to be traced only in 
religious conceptions; it was transmitted to the general education of 
tlie people. 

A large body of barbarous and semi-barbarous people, speaking a 
medley of sixty tongues, having widely different and sometimes oppo- 
site national peculiarities, habits and notions, witli varying degrees of 
natural intelligente, disagreeing even farther in the lact that they 
might constitute the vanquislied foes in contcnding midniglit raids in 
their native lands-is brought together as  one promiscuous herd to be 
pacsed through tlic process of immediate, if not rapid evangelisation. 
Eotli missionaries and Pagans were strangers to each other's ways and 
peculiarities; and that analysis of cliaracter and stndy, of national 
pcculiarities and tastes which a missionary to an independent Pagan 
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! state will have to tnake in order to succeed, were not easy to acquire 
or employ, and, therefore, the compromise that could then suggest 

I itself was the ignoring of all distinctions, and tlie adoption of one 

! uniform method of transformation-the cutting, as it were, of one 
1 mould to fit everybody's conscience and convictions. And the then 

condition of the untutored Negro accommodated itself to this com- 
promise, bound as he was by every law of loyalty, of gratitude, of 
absolute dependence, no less than by his own ignorance, to submit to 
the will, to the jndgment, to the instruction of his teaclier, without 
demur'or doubt. Faitli in the creed might at tlie first stage of its 
propagation have been stimulated rather by faitli in its propagators. 

.Reason which, notwitlistanding the dominion which faitli sliould 
assert in religion, is nevertlieless its valuable auxiliary, even if it liad 
the power of expression, was liushed in profound and humble reverence 
and gratitude to those worthy men wlio, the representatives of the 
benevolence and pliilanthropy that destroyed the sliackles of tlie slave, 
might well be by liim nnreservedly tr.usted as tlie infallible cliampion 
to  secure his moral and mental freedom. 

I, for one, am happy to  discover in the present time the signs of a 
vast change-of a religions revolution. Seriously men are reflecting. 

The age of blind acquiescence is fast passing a w y ;  minds are 
engaged in discovering iew forms of church ~ o l i t y ;  theinherent virtue 
which they had been led to See in ritual observances and churcli 
goveriiment is fbund to be an accident, depending upon time, piace, 
and even pecuniary means; the reverence for men is giving way to 
the reverence for principles; tlie capacity for self-help, now with- 
drawing tlie mind from its fetters to the absolute authority of grati- 
tude, stimulates the faculty of enquiry ; and no l o n s r  is our religious 
faith to be ctimulated by mere emotion, nor deformed by absurd 
,romances or by submission to hnscientific and ignorant perversions of 
the laws of Nature. Nor, moreover, is the preacher's usefullless or 

influetice due now, as in times past, to the learning or the sincerity 
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that he employs in representing man as made only for Heaven, or in 
discussing recondite theological dogmas, and in painting, with all the 
force of a vivid imagination, the glories of Paradise. His success is ,> 

more assured when, considering the dual state of man, tlie necessity 
for living well on earth, the preacher teaclies him to perform earthly 
duties cheerfully and faithiully, to labour to improve the visible world 
and the happiness of Iiimself here; to perform liis duties to society, 
to qualify for good citizenship above by being a good one here. In 
tlie further development of this frame of mind we trust to discover in 
the hearer a larger measure of sober, practical and unemotional 
sympatliy ~vitli and acceptance of tlie cardinal truths of our lioly 
religion, side by side with the earnest desire to labour and to improve 
tlie material and moral condition of inanlcind. 

A similar movement is spreading in favour of education, tlie super: 
ficial and unsatisfactory character of which has been much animad- 
verted upon lately. I t  has passed through the Same Course and stage 
of development as our religion. Almost wholly it lias been the work 
of Missionary Societies. Tlie aids which the Government lias given 
to education cannot be regarded as a t  all commensurate with the 

importance of the worlc to  be done. Tliis is not the time for fault- 
finding, but for calm and dispassionate contemplation of tlie caus'es 
which may liave retarded Progress, so that proper measures may be 
adopted to remove tliem. The primary object of missionary education 
liere, at least originally, was not so much to aisure the full dominion 
of mind over matter, and for that purpose to provide all the means 

of recovering tliis mental victory. I t  had little to do with worldly 
concerns. I t  loolcs to the spread of religious truth through the lcnow- 
ledge of books. This idea, which actuates all tlie Missionary Societies 
alike, cannot be more aptly or justly expressed than in the language 
of the committee of the now venerable society which has stood fore- 
most in tlie cause of education in Sierra Leone-the Church 
Missionary Society-and contained in tlieir instructions to tlie first 
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i 
i missionaries sent to West Africa in explanation of the motives, : , 

, objects, and method of the Society's work on this continent. This 
I Committee, coiitemplating the advantages of communicating religious 
! 

truths througli the instruction of the natives in various nseful branclies I 

of European arts and learning, says :- i 

Such instruction would serve as a lure to attach them to the ltnom- 
ledge of a higlier lcind; and that, witli the rudiments of learning, the ! 

rudiments of Cliristian doctrines tniglit be tauglit. Boolcs, tliey add, can 
I teach wliere missionaries are not admitted; they can penetrate the re. 

motest recesses, ancl are always at liand, ready to instil wisdom in the calm 
hours of solitude'; and reflective boolts may supply, in a nieasure, the j 
place of missioiiaries, and, wliere nothing more is practicable, may often 
auswer the grand purpose, and tlius spare the expenses of equipments, I 
the fatigues of long journeys, the perils of an inhospitable country, the 
hardsliips of a precarious subsistence, aud the rislc of an unliealthy 

I 
I 

climate. 

W e  need discover no surprise at  tlie large tincture of theology in 
our educational system. Tlie sublime purpose of the missionary, 

education may be well attained by that system; but tlte scarcely less 
exal'ted purpose of understanding the laws of Nature, and of applying 

: them for the development of the material well-being of inankind 

requires a different method from the one in Vogue, and a different 
teacher from one imbued with only the spirit of tlie clergy. I trust I 
shall not be misunderstood. The clerical Spirit, generally too con- 

servative and restrictive, tliougli abounding in learning, may be 
possessed by and actuate tlie lay teaclier. Secular education will not 
be advanced by clianging the name or dress of tlie teacher, but by a 
radical change iii liis methods and purposes. Tbe Spirit of tlie man 
of the world must move and direct tliat change. Whilst are ! 

tlianlcful for tlie education, of whicli tlie main object is to fit US for 
I 

the future, we d.0 require tlie education wliich qualifies us to ! 

in tlie conflicts, ancl assures to us the happiness of tlie present life. 
I have dealt, it may be thought, at t00 great a length with tlie ; 
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questions of our religious and educational systems. Eut the full 
importance of discovering tlie relation between our religious instruc- 

!. 
tion and our secular edpcatioii, tlie causes and ratio of tlieir progress, 

!, 
i their mutual action upon one another, the drawbacks of tliis relation, 
! can hardly be disclosed in a single address. Indeed, tlie more the I subject is studied the wider will appeai its connection with any weil 
j 

considered measures for improvement. 

i We may, and I liope we shall, succeed to have under the protection 

i of some stable government, access into the rich interior countries 
f abounding in untold and unexplored wealth ; but the-mines of Boure 
I will not yield her spoils to our industry or intelligence, the concealed 

mineral treasures that lie in the bowels of the eartli in our immediate 
neighbonrhood will remain covered from our ignorance-the pearl of 
our waters will be buried from us in their deep ocean-bed, or burnt 
into coarse lime by the rude, gross hand, insensible to  its delicate 
touch ; the finely grained aud compact woods our forests fit for the 
furniture of the ricliest palaces, will fall to tlie blow of the axe to  be 
cast to the wide fury of the angry bush-fire, so long as oyr education 
consists, as i t  has been, in tlie acquisition.chiefly of religions know- 
ledge, tempered no donbt with a measure of literatnre. 

i. 1s it not tlien an encouraging sign of progress that not only do we 
feel but that we are acting iii accordance with the feeling to improve 
ou; educational system so as, by degrees,to realise all the objects of 
a liberal and useful educatioii? For theory, everybody is now in- 
sisting upon substituting practice; in tlie place of words, we demand 
tliouglits; for finely turned and rounded expressions conveying airy 
sentiments, we admire sound suggestions for promoting the welfare of 
practical life. This general frame of public mincl now denotes tlie 
existence of a revolution wliicli has been actively though silently 

workiug duriiig the last quarter of our first Centenary. Agriculture is 
taken up seriously, mineralogical explorations have been persistently 
pursued, though, from want of knowledge, not by many persons; our 
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i 
I forests are again invaded witli new objects, and to create or supply I 

! 
i 
I new wants ; the manufacture of unrefined soap has sliown the possi- 

bility of employing the skill of native artisaiis, even with comparatively I 

I rough and unfinislied methods and appliances, to supply our local 
wauts, at least, with maiiy of the articles now obtained from abroad. 
Industrial and technical education is preached everywhere, and by I 

$ 

none more eloquently or earnestly tlian the Deputy-Governor, wlio is 
now witli ns, and during whose tenure of office liere, I am glad to see 
celebrated an important epocli-if 'I may so call it-of our national i 

i 

existence, in a manner calculated to quicken the progressive spirit 
whicli, aloiig with more hnmble co-worlters, lie lias always laboured 
to  encourage. Not to weary you witli the names of such of tliose 
CO-workers as are Europeans-foremost of wliom Herr Ernst Volisen 
indisputably stands-I am prepared to say, witliout fear of contra- 
diction, that tlie great body of these co-workers are our people them- 
selves. I am not speaking of tlie organisiug Committees now. Many 

who contribute tlieir influence to tliis forward movement are them- 
seives, perhaps, unaware of their valuable contribution. 

The rnin of mercantile hopes, tlie array of unemployed clerical 
capacity, and other iiicidents, awalcen tlie public apprehension to the 
danger of an education whicli mainly prepares us for fine preacliers 
and good caligraphists, and wliicli, if it respect labour, does not culti- 
vate its productive power. This Memorial Hall, opened tliis day in 
honour of the great philantliropist wliose name it bears, is also, and I 
trlist it will always be, a fitting memorial, not only of bis benevolent 
labours, but of the educational reform which it is also intended to 
promote. The report of the Trustees read this moining lias taken 
due note of tlie voluntary aid wliich tlie natives of Sierra Leone have 1 

contributed tolvard the completion of tlie Hall, but for wliich aid tlie 
opening ceremony of tliis morning would most probabl~ not have 
taken place. That aid would iio doubt Iiave been given to 

1 
further tlie completion of a testimonial of less pnblic utility; but 
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i while the zeal with whicli Sierra Leone people, not only at home, but I 
I 
i all along the Coast, quickly raised their £700 to the Completion Fund, 

bespolce their sense of gratitude, the determination with wliicli they 
I strove to enlarge public interest in the maintenance of the institution 1 

by securing for the people a larger measure of representation in its j 
management, is some evidence of their desire that the practical objects i 
of the institution shall be always carried out. May the people con- I 

1 
tinue as they liave begun to Support tlie institution, so long as the 1 
Trustees and Managers, as we trust they will always do, take a large ! 

i 
and liberal view of the objects of their trust. 1 

In  the small representative Exhibition on tlie floor below will be i 
found pregnant illustration of the need and scope for im~rovement in i 
our education. There are two liundred specimens of woods from our i 

I forests, with their roots and leaves. W e  have but little, if any, talent 
to denominate and classify them. Though the polished faces of the i 

! 
I specimens show the woods to be of good texture and grain, few 
!. persons, perhaps, would thinlt of any better use for these woods now 

i 
that American lumber is largely introduced here, than for fire-wood. r 

i The new line of activity wliich the public desire for increasing and ' 1  
practical knowledge has talcen in the establishment, just at this time, 
of a Botanical Society, having a Botanical Station and Model Farm, 
as yet of humble pretensions-will be well and wisely directed if i t  
fairly leads to the knowledge of the names, use, value, and mode of 
cultivation of the valuable woods growing in and about Sierra Leone. 

Tlie small collection of pearls on one of the tables be1o.w sliows 

wliat our waters are capable of producing. The wliite specimens I have been discoloured by being boiled in the shells contaiiiing them. 
Tlie women \vlio procured tliem did not Icnow their treasure, but 
simply cared for tlie food whicli the flesh of the anim'al cupplied. 

I 
j 

Indeed, wheii tliey were aslted to get the shells that produced tlie 

precious stone, they liad no means of ascertaining the external cha- 1 
racter of a pearl oyster. Tlie white specimens are from tlie village of I 

. , . ..... .. . .."." . . .... . . . . . . . . . . ~ .  ~ . 
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Aberdeen and tlie iieighbourhood. The three black and pink speci- 
mens from Tucker River District appear to be by the side of tlie 
otliers, what may be called "pearls of great price." 

ICnowledge is wantcd forutilising these treasures. A few lectures, 
witli illustrations by specimcns obtained from other pearl-producing 
waters of tlie world, would soon turn out upon tlie face of our waters 
numbers of divers and dredgers, whose disciplesliip to labour would 
be quicltened by the liope of its precioiis rewards. This Hall will 
form, as it is intended to  be, an excellent centre for dissemiiiating 
this Bind of useful lcnowledge. 

The exhibits of mineralogical specimens are few. I understand 

tliey would have been larger had not the native gentleman, Surgeon- 
Major W. B. Davies, MB., who has been giving particular attention 
to tlie exploration of the mineral resources of the Settlement and its 
neighbourliood, not distributed to traders and others liis collection in 
order that he may thereby enlarge his lcnowledge of tlie area over 
whicli tlie rnineral wea1t.h of Sierra Leone is spread, and tlie districts 
where it can be inost abundantly obtained. In Slierbro lie has dis- 
covered gold whicli may repay the working. The Lolclcoli and 

Timneh countries, bordering on Sierra Leone have; it seems, rich 
deposits of ores yielding iron, alumina, sulpliur, manganese, lime, 
silver, copper, bismuth and mercur~; the lcnowledge of tiie existente 
of which will soon Open up a new industry to the inhabitants, when 
tlie mode of working is disclosed to tliem. 

Plants, as weil as the commercial producls obtained from them, 
form some of the representative exhibits. Their introduction is 

intended not to sI1ow the full botanical resources of Sierra Leonß, 
but rather to enforce the lesson whicli all sensible people Uo\V aPPre- 
ciate, that one of the chief ways of resuscitating tlie decaying Pros- 
perity of tlie Settlement, induced.by commercial de~ression, is tlle 
turning of the attention of tlie people generally to agriculture. No 
form of calanlity can be more grievous than that 0f natural P ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ *  
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and yet did I think that Sierra Leone had come to that pass through 
the commercial crisis wbicli lias depressed its spirit ; I would shed no 
tear over her misfortune if it awalcened the sense of tlie insecurity of 
trade of the Settlement, and of the wealc foundation on which it rests, 
and if it quickeued the spirit of endeavour, by example, to  induce the 
surrounding countries to pursue a line of industry, by whicli as well I 

! 
their civilisatitjn as our trade \vitli them can be promoted, and the I 

I 

absence of tvhich has imperilled both them and us. 
Agriculture, which sooner than any other industry in an infant 

community congregates men in large nuinbers and induces peaceful 
habits, by the dread OE the risks which the products of months of toil 
and years of careful watcliing may encounter from tiirbulence or 

1 
I 

brigandage, is not fostered with much spirit here, and liardly exists i ! 
among the aboriginal tribes near us. I do not mean that cassada, i 
yam, rice, and other foods are not grown more or less extensively by ! 

I 
them. But the ephemeral nature of these products and tlie rapidity 

I 

of their growth are characteristics whicli do not tend to a permanency 
of residente, or to ensure resolve to resist depredations upon them. I 

Of all the commercial produce of tlie vegetable lcingdom of Western i 

Africa, coming from the countries bordering on the coast, very few are 1 
the results of agricultural iiidustry. . They are almost all tlie wild j 
pioducts of Nature; and the woik of collecting from tlie forest consti- 1 
tutes tlie cliief means by which the wants or the luxury of tlie 
inhabitants are supplied. Hence, there is no agriculture, no settled j 

i 
industry, and, in fact, no imperative necessity for it. Hence tlie i 

already trained dispoiition to rapine, finding no barrier in the law of I 

self-interest, riots every now and then in acts of liostility and destruc- 
tion. Hence tlie progress of that great curse of drink which civilisa- 
tion by trade is actively spreading, to  again reproduce itself in a 
continuity of crime. If tlie steadydecline of palm oil, and the equally j 
steady uprise in the price of coffee, could induce the natives to turn 
somewliat their attention to tlie cultivation of tlic latter (for that is 

.~ - .,. , .., ,~ ~-~~ . . 
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I 
i not to be obtained wild) ; if, instead of tlie reckless deiiudation of tlie 

forests of the camwood, ebony, rubber, and guin-tree-cacao, cola 
nuts, and even cocoa-nuts and otlier plants that required time and 
attention to yield their produce are grown-then the least result will 
not be civilising influence, which is slied on the conduct and liabits of 
tlie people who pursue tliis new path of industry and progress. 

I TO this important subject of tlie general civilisation of Africa 
j 

tlirough the agency of Sierra Leone, Tve are naturally led by tlie last 
consideration. I have discussed tlie religious and educational means i 
employed to promote this civilisation. The political means is even a 

j 
, , 

more interesting subject, because it includes or rather must support 
all other agencies to render their operation fully effective. Missionary 

l 
and commercial enterprises have encountered rude checlcs in their 

! 
attempts to penetrate into tlie interior without the aid of a Government 
policy which could ensure their safety. Since the foundation of this 
Settlement, and stimulated by tlie discussion of the noble principles 
underlying it, the Spirit of African exploration, through tlie labours of 
Ledyard, Lucas, Hougliton, Horneman, Nicols, and other geographical 
missionaries sent by England to prove the capabilities of tlie continent, 
had long ago beguii to redeem geographical knowledge from Swift's 
just Satire, that- 

Geographers in Bfric's maps 
~ i t i  &vage pictures fill their @PS, 
And over uninhabitable downs, 
Placc elephants, fcr wnnt of towns. 

These travellers had just one liundred years ago, in 1789, disclosed 
not oiily large and extensive countries, but .bad found, as Lucas 
reported of Bournou, Caslina, and other countries in North-central 
Soudaii, a remarkable advancement in condition of the Negro popu- 
lations, and .in tlieir institutions, wliich tlie words of a modern geo- 
graplier well describe. Speaking of Bournou and Baghirma, t\vo of 
tliese countries, he* says :- 

Mr. T. Iceitli Johnson. 





warring coast tribes, divided into petty chiefdoms-tlie numerous 
inheritances of the slave trade-interpose an obstacle to  inter- I 

I 
', 

communication of the benefits of contact with these interior people. I 

I t  is impossible to speak too hopefully on the benefits that would 1 
havc accrued out of tliat contact. That it would have been beneficial i 1 
in the general interest of tlie continent appeared to he tlie opinion of ! 
several governors of this Colony, and of the measures of policy, 

t 

whicli have been adopted by the local government, for spreading the 1 
influence of the Settlement, none was better conceived than that 

I 
which was inaugurated by Sir Charles M'Carthy and maintained by 
several succeeding governors, and whicli was directed towards the 
opening up of relations, not so much with the Coast tribes, though 
they as intermediaries having the power of interruption, must be 
comprcliended within that policy, but'with tlie far iiiterior countries, ! 

vast and ricli, aiid existing under stable governments. 
But upon tlie Coast tribes, to wliom we are nearer, though it is 

. : 
difficult, for want of protection, to dwcll amongst and to  increase our 

) 

influence upon them, it must not be supposed no influence for good is 
exerted by Sierra Leoiie. The people themcelves are 'peacefully 
inclined, but it is the cupidity, malignity, or petty enmity of the 

. , 
cliiefs tliat cannot be easily reaclied. The failure to reacli such cases 
is not a failure of Sierra Leone; but, if failure at all, it is that of the 
Imperial Government, whicli pursues a policy whicli it seems 
to be convinced is correct,'but the continuance of which will place 
Sierra Leone in a Position of some disadvantage before her captious 
critics when her relations with and her influence on the surrounding 
tribes are considered. 

The great influx wliich, of recent years, we see of tlie people of 
tliose countries into the Settlement as permanent residents, tlie great 
majority of wliom come to seek employment here as day or farm 
labourers, many of them i n t e r m a r ~ i n ~  witli our women, attending 
tlie ministrations of some Christian churcli, sending tlieir children to  

-L-*- ~.*.~" ~ -~~ . . . 
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scliool, and paying for their education-is a fact of great promise, 
not only pointing to the improvement of the surrounding populations, 
but also to the prolonged vitality of tlie Settlement by tlie infusion of 
new blood and element of aboriginal strength. 

On the influence of Sierra Leone, though its great ratnification 
and extent makes it impossible to enter upon all points of interest, I 
would further refer to its operation-the civilisation operation- 
through the large number of its emigrants-wliich Sierra Leone is 
exerting all along the West Coast of Africa. At the Gambia, the Gold 

Coast, Lagos, places within and without tlie pale of civilisation, 
Sierra Leone emigrants are to lie found pushing their lieadlong way 
witli dogged perseverance. Not to speak of what' is known of their 
influence in the British Colonies, we could see them in Liberia 
excelling our Republican neighbours and hretliren in tiie art of trade. 
In Fernando Po, all the foremost Negroes are Natives of Sierra 
Leone, erecting large farms, employing a large amount of labour, 
sliipping large cargoes of farm produce grown by themselves. 
Indeed, the only black man who ltas ever held offices there-tlie 
offices of Postmaster, Colonial secretary, of Crown Prosecntor, and 
of Judge-is a native of Sierra Leone; and lie so enjoyed the 
unlimited confidence of his Government, and his conduct was So 
unexceptionable, that he has been introduced, more than once I 
believe, to the King of Spain; and when a little wliile ago, after 
many years of faithful Services, he tendered his resignation of his 
Office to return to his native land, tlie Spanish Government Were 
unwilling to part with his faitliful and loyal services. 

I have predicted that Sierra Leone will never die out as 
principie. ~t lias given conception to tlie Republic of Liberia, 
wliich, in her struggles to fix for herself a Permanente to her 
COmparatively new born institutions, will always receive the sympatliy 
and tlie prayerful Support of every Negro community of civilised 
men, and of none more heartily than the people 0f Sierra Leo'ie. 
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Out of the smoke of battle, rose six millions of slaves, chattels by 
law, to the condition of men in America. Here is a country Open in 
their fatherland to receive them, and oh, what an accession of power 
to the influence of Sierra Leone they would be, if even a titlie of 
that nurnber of Christian men and women, full of enthusiasm and of 
patriotism, having and knowing no other country tlian their father- 
land, were to remove their effects from tlie land of tlieir affliction to 
the land-for tliem-of true liberty 1 

Sierra Leone, after all, is a small spot on the map, but whether i t  
is through the bigness of its underlying principle or tlie unliappy 
name whicli has attached to its climate, it is lcnown and discussed 
as  if it were sorne extensive tract of territory. Its future usefulness 
will very much depend upon the study of the conditions of European 
annexations, which are altering the whole face of Afric's niap. I t  is 
a serious question for people in Sierra Leone to consider whether 
the rapid extension of territory by a foreign power in our neighbour- 
hood is not likely ultimatel~ to loosen the bond of common interest 
between Sierra Leone people and the English people, when the 
possibility of expansion of its local area is destroyed by foreign 
action, and when Sierra Leone will have ceased to  find suficient 
employment for her people. Into a strictly political discussion I 
would avoid entering, but it is impossible not to contemplate the 
aspect of the question which lias been suggested at a time wlien we 
assemble to strengthen, were tliere need, the bond of community of 
interest and of feeling between tlie English people and the Negroes 
of Sierra Leone. 

Yet in the face of the extensive scheme which lias been sanctioned 
for tlie partition of Africa, and of tlie variety, and possible conflicts 
of interest which may arise in the Course of its execution, the 
horoscope of the future of Africa, possibly overrun by large battalions 
of European soldiery, and fortified at  different witli fell 
ammunition of destructive modern warfare, presents, behind tlie 

AND THE CENTENt\RY OP SIERRA LEONE. 91 1 

i 

brigliter foreground of hope, darlc elements of danger, not only to 
! 

the coutinent, but also to the annexing governments, the ruin of 
wliose empires may date in Africa through any violence done to the 
principles of freedom, or througli the perpetration of injustice, which 
power, supported by no riglit, no equity, no law, may inflict upon the 

! 

weakness of the unoffending natives. That this shall not Iiappen, 

but that the pledge deliberately taken in the counsels of Europe for 
the security and advancement of the Negro race shall be ever 
maintained, and that Europe, America and Asia with Africa shall 
together extend the cornpass of the happiness and ~rosperity of tlie 
wliole human fanily is, I trust, the earnest and pgriotic prayer of 
every reasonable man without distinction of race or coiour. I 

I 
I 
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Ifz connectio~z with the Centenavy und Jubilce 

Celebration oiz Tgesday Evetzing, Jzme 2 I ,  I 887, 
I 

at the Wilb~rforce Met~zo?.inl Hall. 

I 
P R O L O G U E . '  

Rsv. J. C. MAY. 

' 
are gathered here oii this occasiotl to recall some of 

the strilting events in the history of the Settlement 
dnring the century which has just elapsed. 

i 
which we are assembled is dedicated to  the memory I 

of one' of those distinguished philanthropists who initiated the great 
work of reform in Euiopean trade with Africa, wliich made i t  possible 
to found this colony. We shall endeavour now to unfold our history 

i 
by means of representatives of the various elements whicli have 
entered into the establisliment and growth of the Settlement, and we 
trust that our attempt will be a means, not only of your gratification, 
but of your instruction. 
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TIMNEH. 

TO me this is an occasion of tears and an occasion of joy. My 
eyes have witnessed marvellous changes in tlie one hundred years 

through which the Settlement has passed. My years, as perbaps you 
Iiave noticed, have estended far beyond the number allotted to man. 
Instead of three-score years and ten, I have exceeded five-score and 
ten. I well remember tlie years before that which we this day cele- 
brate-the times wlien tliis iiowbeautiful city of Freetown was almost 
an impenetrablo jnngle, dotted here and there with native liamlets. 
The times when Par Mangy Bope's farm and farm hut occupied the 
portion of land which is now known as Queen's Wharf; when our 
sacred groves were nnder the Cotton trees along King Toin's Road 
and on the plot of land now knobvn as Mr. Lawson's farm; when my 
mother and otlier dames and maidens of our country, sallying from 
Ro Barga, the capital of the country, crossing over to Robis, near 
~ a s t i n ~ s ,  would wend tlieir way through the village of Hastings, 
Icissy, to  Romorong, tlience tlirough the villages now known as 
Congo-town, Wilberforce, on to Pali Sandi's hamlet, &C., singing 
their ditties and dancing to tlieir well-known drums in tliek bundoo 
festivities. I remember tlie magnificent spectacle which attracted 
my sight on a certain morning in the year 1787, when sixteen vessels 
entered our quiet waters of Romorong. I remember well that they, 
when some IIO strangers of a lolour like my own, but speaking a 
ianguage incompreliensible to me, landed on tliese sliores ; I remember 
the suspicions witli vvliich tliey were regarded by the cliiefs of tlie 
country. W e  S ~ J V  theni land and make tlieir way from the beach, 
cutting a path for themselves through tlie buslies alid singing a 
strange air, \vliich, unlike our own, filled US with awe arid delight. 
I used to steal away from my parents sometimes to hear their thrilling 
mucic and listen to their peculiar declamations. At that time the 
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country was distracted by the slave trade. Inirnense profits were 
derived from it, and, notwithstauding its inhumanity, my ~ e o p l e  were 
attracted by it. Agriculture was at 'tliat time slow and tedious. 
There was no demand for the raw materials or manufactures of the 
country. I t  is not surprising, therefore, that a trade so much accom- 
modated to the condition of rude tribes should liave prevailed in such 
vigour. But to show you tliat, notwithstanding tlie atrocities of tlie 
slave trade, my people retained their manhood, I will mention a cir- 
cumstance which at the time of its occurrence was much talked of by 
my people. The Nem Gbamah or Hereditary Regent of the Quiah 
kingdom was in charge of the Peninsula at the time tlie Settlers came 
here. This Prince was induced to allow his SOU to visit England. 
The young prince's name was Beuka or Nem Gbanna; but these 
Englisli, who have tlie unfortunate practice of destroying racial iden- 
tity aud family tradition by re-naming Natives after tlieir fasliion, 
called him John Henry. He exhibited a jealous sensibility when the 
honour of his country was concerned. I t  appears that on one occasion 
Governor Dawes, who took Benkali to England, invited to dinner one 
of the captains of the line of ships which were the only means of 
communication witli Englaud. The captain, exhilarated, perliaps, by 
the Governor's wine, grew quite eloquent in liis denunciations of the 
black man till he goes to the climax-"I Iiate the black man." 
Benkah indignantly rose and left the table. After dinner the Governor 
called him into question as to liis conduct in leaving the tables 
reminding him of the duty of ciihstian forgiveness wliicli Iie had 
been tauglit. But he, in reply, made the following remarkable declara- 
tion:-"If any one rob me of my money, I can forgive hirn. If he 
shoot at me, I can forgive him. If he sell me and my family to  tlie 
slave ship, so tliat we are takeii to the West Indies never more to  See 
our country, I can forgive him; but (he added with emotion) if he 

take away the character of my people I can never forgive him." If a 
man try to sell me and my family into slavery he would be doing an 
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injury to as many as lie might kill or sell, but if a man take away the 
character of my people he would be taking away the character of al 
black people over the world, and once he has taken away their clia- 
racter there is notliing more that he may not do to them ever after. 
This is tlie reason why I can never forgive any one wlio takes away 
the character of my people. 

Now, while the white man Iias brought many fine things into the 
country and built large houses, we cannot say that in this manliness 
later generations have improved. Our aboriginal explanation of this 
drawback is tliat too much Englishism has been hrouglit to bear in 
tlie training of the colonists. This has placed you in an uufortunate 
position, a position in which you are despised and hated by your very 
benefactors and exorcised by tlie native tribes around you. Aye ! an 
European can never become an African, nor an African become an 
European, do with him wliatever you may. Rome received civilisa- 
tion from Greece, but tlie Romans never hecanie Greeks. England 
received benefits from Rome, but the English did not become Romans. 
More loyal aud loving subjects of Queen Victoria than tlie East 
Indians tliere are not, but in manners and custonis tliey are a distinct 
and independent people, for which England Iiiglily respects them. 
YOU are bound to be grateful and loyal subjects to Great Britain, hut 
you are certainly. not expected to become Englishmen. Do not 
unreasonably transport yourselves from the torrid to the frigid zone. 
Civilise your native manners and'customs according to your oppor- 
tunity, and you will find tliem more pleasing to your European friends 
and more suited to tlie bounds of tlie habitation wliicli God has 
granted you. W e  have not Iiad the advantage of European trainiug, 
hut we venture to say that we have maintained tlie manliness of our 
fatiiers and clierislied the noble Sentiments of Prince Benkali. I 
rcjoice to See that, n~t\~vithstanding the introduction of strangers from 
distant lands aiid different parts of Africa, and though they have mui- 
tiplied and filled tlie my people still hold tlieir own, and 



are gradually returning to form the new community. I am glad also 
to know that this influx is welcomed instead of being repelled by tlie 
tliinking portion of the population. We arc welcomed as an element 
of permanente and growth, because there cannot be any real hope, 
any security, any safety, except that which is based upon an indigenous 
population. I must, according to the course of ~ i t u r e ,  soon pass 
away, but I loolc forward to great progress in this community. I 
exliort you to  follow peace and avoid war, particularly with the sur- 
rounding tribes; to encourage trade and education and agriculture in 
tlie land. Tlien those who shall come after us will all rejoice in the 
freedom and intelligcnce, tlie peace and happiness, tlie rcligion and 
virtue, wliicli will blcss thc country. 

I appear before you almost as great a wonder as the speaker wlio 
has Just interested you. My life lias been a wonder, not only to 
myself, but to many. I am a descendant of persons torn from tliis 
country during the ravages of the slave trade. My iather was one of 
tliose slaves ~vho during the revolutionary war in America aided the 
British in tlieir effort to suppress tlic American Rebellion. To com- 
pensate tliem for their services they were taken to Nova Scotia and 
tliere provided for for a time, after wliicli tliey were sent to tliis 
country to lay the fouiidation of a Settlement of free Africans, who, 
in tlie course of time, should govern tliemselves. I, as  a child, was 
brought with tliem. I remember well when they landed liere and cut 
the bushes, as referred to  in tlie speech of the last spealter, and as  
they marclied up the hill they sang the hymn beginning- 

Awake and sing tlic song 
01 Moses and tlic Lamb. 

, . . . .-.~.-~~.-~..%.-.w~ -----. - .*-.. ~.--, .- .. -. ~. ~ . ~ .  . . . . 

AND THB CBNTENARY O F  SIERRA LEONB. 97 

i 
! I t  was in St. George's Street, a few yards from. where we are, and 
! 

where tlie Cathedral now stands, where they first Iialted after their 
landing and bent the Biiee iii prayer to Almighty God for His good- 
ness and mercy in bringing them in safety to tlie land of their fore- 
fathers. This they did under tlie sliade of a large gree-gree tree and 
under tlie canvas of the ships wliicli brouglit them. There were 1,131 
of them. They landed here on tlie 28th of March, 1792, under Lieut. 
Clarkson and Doctor Winterbottom, tlieir medical attendant. Lands 
were allotted to tliem, part of wliicli only tliey received. Tliat on 

I which Tower E-Iill Barraclts now stand fell to tlie lot of my grandfatlier 
on my mother's side, on wliich Iie Iiad his saw-mill. I, being tlie only 
lawful heir surviving, caii lay claim to tliis land through tlie British 
Government. 

These brave Nova Scotians 'brouglit witli them trades and some 
lcnowledge of agriculture. Evidentes of their courageous attempts to 
sulijugate this ungenerous and difficult soil are still to be Seen along 
tlie rugged sides of our hills. They really laid the foundation of tlie 
material progress whicli i t  is our happiness to witness to-day. 

They were leaders also in the religious development. They were 
tlie first wlio planted tlie Standard of the Cross on the soil of this 
Settlement-all coloured men, without a paid minister or agent. 
Tlieir principal leaders were fishermen, wlio oftentimes on landing 
from tlieir fishing boats had to proceed to preacli. Tlie cliurch they 
organised still exists in the Settlement; and tliis Centennial year has 
Seen this church taBe an important step in its history, whicli, it is 
believed, will increase its usefulness, power and efficiency on this 
continent. Besides the various trials and sufferings which they had 
to meet with, as sicltness, rain, and exposure without shelter, tliey 
were attaclted by the Natives liviiig in tlie woods, whom they repelled, 
and the monument now standiiig in the old burial ground, dated 1801, 
will point out the spot under which those lie wlio fell in that 
memorable struggle. 



The French previously bombarded Freetown, fired upon i t  and 
killed many of the inhabitants aiid plundered tlie place. I hold in I 
my hand before you one of the very cannon balls iired at that time 
by one of tlie French vessels wlien the place was attacked. Long 

I 
i 
< 

may tlie memory of tlie Nova Scotians and of their deeds be clierislied 
in this Settlement I 0 

T H E  M A R O O N  

MR. S. F. CROMANTP. 

I have a somewhat different story to tell. I came not from tlie i 
I snow-covered regions of America, but from the tropical beanties of i 

tlie West Indies. I, too, am a descendant of returned exiles and of 
.! a people torn from this land by the cruel greed of Europeans. Bnt 
! our fathers, npon arriving in Jamaica, found themselves in the midst i 

of a climate not at  all different from tlie climate they had left. Tliey 
found themselves in tlie midst of a flora to which they were accus- I 
tomed; and soon became the friends of the animals of the country. i 
They were willing to labour, and did laboiir, for those by whom they 
were held in bondage. But when they found tliat for cheerfnl and 

I i 

arduous labour they were requited witli stripes and persecution, they 
placed themselves in concert with Nature. Tliey lcnew all the trees, 
slirubs, and plants; they knew tliat they were competent to bring 
subsistence from the soil; they therefore betook tliemselves t o  the 
mountain fastnesses, and from tliere tormented and harassed their 
crnel oppressors. 

Tlieir oppressors, finding them a Iiarder nut to crack tlian the 
Caribs, wliom European oppressioii had exterminated, were obliged 

to malce ternis with them. First tliey were sent to Nova Scotia in 
order to  put, in the speediest way possible, a safe distance between 

them and their oppressors. Afterwards, they were brought to  this 

~, . ," ---.-.--..-.--..-. ." . .,~ ... .. 
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1 
country, wliere they found a field suited to tlieir energies and the I 
freedom of their nature. 

I ! 
Tlins tlie man from Africa, in tlie tropical regions of the west, I 

i 

1 proved himself to be more tlian a match for the Europeati, and in all I 

the countries of tlieir exile, in places where they have been strangers 1 
,I 

to the climate, they have multiplied and grown. And some are of the 
I 
i opinion, that the man from Africa will yet control and rule the 
! 
I tropical regions of America, living like the European, and ruling on 

, 

1 two continents. So God brings darkness out of light, and malces the 1 ! 
wrath of man to praise him. i i 

I have a different story to tell. I am not a returned exile. I have 
never crossed tlie ocean; but I have reaclied tliese shores under 
circumstances, if possible, far more deplorable than any of which we 
have yet lieard. My native town was surprised at dead of niglit by 

, . the men-hunters, whose greed and cupidity Iiad been stimulated by 
. , the foreign slave-trader; and I was among tlie victims captured for 

the foreign slave trade. I was hurried to tlie coast by tliose who 
Drive a loathsome traffio, gauge and Span 
And buy thc muscles and tlic bones cf man: 

carried on board one of the slave ships, those floating, gasping, tombs. 
I cannot describe what I suffered for one long week. 

I had three companions, witli wliom I was on intimate terms. 
We siept and ate togetller. One day, iii despair at our surroundings 

and at  the gloorny prospect ahead, we came to the agreement that as 
soon as the hatch was opened and we were permitted to g0 On deck 
wo would jump overboard, hoping in that way to get back to our 
country. On reaching tlie deck my three companions, one after tlle 





M O H A M M E D A N .  

Irr opeiiirtgl~is sjeeck rised tlic followiii{ wovds thvicc uepeated, alfunys rised 6y Afvicai> 
Ilfolinrriii~edarrs i r b  bcgiriliiiig arid closiiig aiiy p1i6lic address.) 1 

I 

Allalt t~inna sali ala Molca+ic~itaditt w a  ala Al i  Molta~trtnndi~c. 
I 

i 
1 I represent a different class from any of the precediig. I came 
I 

from the far interior. I am of a different creed, but it lias many 
things in common with yours. We claim Abrahani and Isaac and 

1 
Jacob and Moses and David in common. 

This religion, coming from the deserts of Arabia, proclaiming the j 
! 1 

unity of God and the mission of the Prophet has done great g00d ,, 

among my people in abolishing the evils of ignorante and Paganism. 1)  
There are thousands in this settlement who profess the faith I hold. 

! 
1 

We have been attracted hither by the facilities and protection 
afforded to trade, and we rejoice in the freedom and toleration 
extended to Mohammedans under Her Majesty's rule. ! 

The trade which has been opened between Sierra Leone and the I 
great interior has been prornoted chiefly by my people, and we form 
the link between you and those numerous tribes. 

If the infiuence of the Settlement is ever to be extended to tlie 
heart of the Soudan-which we all hope it will be-we must be tlie !(i 
means of this extension. 

I t  is with great pleasure, therefore, that we participate in the 
Celebration of the Centenery of tlle Settlement and Jubilee of Her 
Majesty, who has, it is said; forty millions of Mohammedans in her 
dominions. And it is our constant prayer that long life, happiness i 

and prosperity may be given to the Queen, to the Governor, and to 
the inhabitants of Sierra Leone. 

Allahtaiciiia sali ala Moltai+tiiradi?c wa nla Ali  Moltariz1icndi1~. 

I 
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T H E  MISSIONARY. 

I appear before you to-day to represent one of the forces which ! 
Iiave led to the results of which we have heard. We came at a time 
when all was darkness-only atwinkling light was observed, thrown I 

I 

out by tlie little church whicli landed here, consisting of emancipated 
slaves from America. We began our labours in siclcness, and I ! 
amid great discouragementc, but we persevered until now tlie little 
one has become a thousand and the small one a strong nation. The / . 
days of adverse criticism have come. We hear our work found 
fault with, because, having done so much, we have not been able to i 

do more. We ask no marble monument for our labours. We say 
with tlie great architect of ~ t . '  Paul's Cathedral, S i  ~i~oictwrte~cteilz 
qareris, circz~litspice (if you seelc my monument, loolc around). 

Wherc is the seed wve scatter, 
With wealz and trembling hand, 

Beside thc gloomy waters, 
Or on thc arid land? 

Not lost1 for alter many days 
Our prayer and toil sliall turn to pr;iiSe. 

Where are the days of sorro\iP, 
And lonely hours of pain: 

When work is interrupted, 
Or planned and wilicd in vain? 

Not lost I it is tlie tliorniest shoot 
That bears the Master's pieasaiit fruit. 

Where, where are all God'S I~Ssons, 
His teacliing darlz or hright ? 

~ o t  lost I but only hidden, 
Till, in eternal lig11t 

We See. wliile at His feet we fall, 
The reasons and resnlts Cf all. 
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THE CREOLE. 

You liave listened, I trust, witli interest, to tlic stories of the 
preceding speakerc. You have heard Timneli, Nova Scotian, Maroon, 
Re-captive, Liberian, Mohammedan*and Missionary, each give an 
account of his relation to the Settlement. 

I stand here to represent the result of this mingling and com- 
mingling of the influences which have been exerted here. Perhaps 
there is no better word to describe tlie cong1omGation wliich I 
represent ihan that much misunderstood and often misapplied term 
" Creole." I ain a creole-that is, one born in tlie settlement, of 
parents, wliether Mohammedan or Christian, who have immigrated 
from other regions. The so.called barbarism of my aboriginal life 
has acted upon me in concert with the efforts of foreigners to  
influence me. A s  a result of tliis concurrent action of civilised and 
primitive life upon me, I really am a nondescript. I am neither 
African nor European. Perhaps, from the force of the artificial 
current in which I find myself drifting, I am more European than 
African. I delight in tight trouserc, swallow-tail coats, beaver hats 
and flesh-coloured gloves. But this is not my faiilt. The effort of 
my foreigu teachers, with tlie best intentibns, has been to malte me 
conform to the European in everything in which I could resemble 
him. 

Tlieir effort appears to have been to multiply copies of themselves. 
Tliey seem, if I may venture to criticise them, to have lacked 
imagination, to have been defective in the artistic temperament. I 
am now beginning to feel tliat some things which they gave me witli 
the very best motives are not only not essential to my Progress, but a 

real hindranCe to my development. This dress is cumbersome. 
This name I bear of Spencer Dalrymple Huggessen is to me incom- 

prehensible and unpronounceable. My language-I speak the ver- . 
nacular at  Iiome-is an obstruction to thought. In  every direction I 

am hampered by the very instruments of my culture, I cannot, 
however, endorse the spiteful animadversions of hasty foreign 
observers. In their criticisms there is always evident, not only a 
deficiency of imaginative insight and sympathy, but a lackof liumility 
and an utter want of charity, But I can cay, that I am proud of one 
thing, and grateful for it, and that is, tliat the instruction I have 
received has in many respectc helped me on the patlt of real Progress ; 
I liave been lifted to a higher plane than that occupied by my fathers. 
I can loolc around and ahead and I thinlt I See something of tlie 
direction in whicli proper development for my people lies. 

Standing on what too long I bore 
With slioulders heilt and downcast cyes, 

I do discern, unseen hefore, 
Th.$ patt1 to Iiighor destinies. 

And I am determined to make this effort, beginning with this 
Centenary celebration, to conform tnore to those suggestions of my 
native talents and follow the path which Nature ~o in t s  out for my 
proper growth and cuccess. The permanent interest 0f eVerY mall is 
never to be in a false position, but to have the weight of Nature to 
help him in all he does. Self-preservation is the first 1 % ~  of Nature. 
Self-development may be called the second law of Nature. The 
presence of European rnle is by no mealis incompatible with this 
development, arid tlle absence of white ruie ~ 0 u l d  not be sYnonYmous 
with freedom arid growth. Everywhere men must contend for their 
rights if they would keep them. It is the ordinance of God that man 
is to live p~lysica~lJ~, morally and politically by the sweat of Ilis brow. 
He is to be free, not through his outward condition, but through 
intellectual effort-tlirougli his own moral energY. He must fight for 
freedon~ arid independence, and win tli0se blessings for himself. 



I .  S IERRA LEONE.  

I (Mus. Boyle ivas ntlircd i~c tlie grnccfill costiblito of n Foirlnlb girl.) 
! 

On this occasion you have all met to celebrate the Iiuiidredth 
anniversary of my existente as a civilised settlement. I liave 
listened with attention, witli gratitude, and witli admiration, to tlie 
recitals of the experience of the various elements wliich have 
composed the Settlement; and I rejoice to ltnow tliat within the folds 
of my protection and under my fostering care so many interests have 
grown up and prospered. 

I satv the Nova Scotian and the Maroon when they landed here 
and took possession, with a proud consciousness of Iiereditary right, 

of this portion of tlie land of their fathers. I gladly welcomed the 
re-captives with tlieir unnerved and tottering limbs, with their 
depressed and abject Spirits and ernaciated bodies, snatched from the 
infernal grasp of the slave-trader, and I cherished and tended them 
with loving and maternal care, until now I have the pleasure of 
seeing thousands of tliem, industrious, intelligent, capable subjects 

of Her Majesty's Governmeut. I welcomed also the American 
immigrant, seeking for freedom in the land of his fathers, but not 
knowing exactly his destination. I joyfully gave him shelter until 
he could get a footliold in this country, wliich lie has done, and has 

founded the Republic of Liberia. I have welcomed the Moham- 
medan from tlie east, composed of various tribes, and I have 

respected and protected liim in,liis worship of God. I have been 
cheered by the presence of the Missionary, the intellectual and 
spiritual instructor of the masses. From all parts of Africa the 
tribes have flocked hither for protection and for profit, until at one 
time no fewer than a hundred different tribes were represented here, 

__.- _;-.r____X__ . -  . ~ - -  ~ - . .~ . 
~" ! 

AND THE CBNTENARY O F  SIERRA LBONE. 107 

~. 
From across tlie Atlantic, from the borders of the Sahara, from the 
fruitful plains of Manding, from the banks of the Niger, from Calabar ! 

i 
I 

and Bonny and Cameroon; from Loanda and Gaboon ; from the 

Congo and the Zambesi, they have gathered here. These all have I ! 

protected and instructed in the arts of civilised life ; and all live in 
harmony under tlie sliadow of my liills, and nnder the greater shadow 
of tlie Queen's Governmeut. 

I am pleased to lmow also that notwitlistanding this vast i d u x  of 
strangers, the interests of my aboriginal people have been safe. 
They have not, as in the case of other colonies, been driven out or 
exterminated. And now they are largely mingling witli the new- 
comers and intermarrying, so that a new African tribe is developing 
from the intermixture of Timneh with Aku, with Eboe, witli Congo, 
and Moko. 

My children, I congratulate you ontlie arrival of tlie Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Settlement, and oii tlie Jubilee of our great and 
glorious Sovereign, under whose reign ive-you and I-have enjoyed 
so many privileges and advantages, and have made such encouraging 
progress May Heaven's clioicest blessings rest Von no-8 arid 

hereafter and for evermore. 

BRITANNIA. 

I am proud of this occasion. I t  furuislies encourqing pro01 that 
my labours and cares for many years, und" the beneficent 

of 

nations, have not been in vain. 
i 

When I sec that for a hundred years peoples and tribes of 

different languages and from distant Parts of the continent have 
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lived together in such harmony under my Government, and have 
given evidentes so numerous of genuine capacity for improvement, I 
feel that I have a pledge of Africa's future, of the effective co- 
operation of the tribes, when they receive greater light, in the 
interests of civilisation and humanity. 

My desire is, that Africa shall be given every opportunity for 
development. The days for protection and patronage are past. 
Now I am anxious that you shall develop on the line in wliich your 
strength lies, along the groove of a real vitality. 

I am glad tliat the aboriginal tribes, so far from being exter- 
minated, have increased and multiplied, and that tliere is a healthful 
and promising fusion going On, so that the exotic elements, in the 
Course of time, will have an indigenous character, ensuring vigour 
and perpetuity. I share in the opinion expressed by Creole tliat in 
all we do we should have the weight of Nature to  back us. I have, 
therefore, instructed my representatives to encourage and foster 
every effort calculated to  develop your native talents, to countenance 
and assist every endeavour which loolcs to  the production among you 
of any and all agencies, whetlier agricultural, commercial or 
scientific, which shall ensure self-reliance and independence, and 
give to your civilisation, not only a permanence and stability, but an 
aggressive energy, wliich shall extend the blessings you enjoy to the 
millions of this continent. 

REPORT 
OP THE 

TRUSTEES OF  TI^ WILBERFORCE 

MEMORIAL FUND. 

Rendby the lim. F. N E V I L L ,  hion. Sec., nt t h ~  Openifzc 
of tho Wilberfo~ce Hall, Tz~esday, Jztne a ~ s t ,  1887. 

':: $ 
N presenting their report to the general public of Sierra 

Leone, tlie Trustees of the Wilberforce Memorial Hall feel 
that some explanation is necessary in order that the circum- 
staiices of tlie Trust Fund and of the building of tlie Hall 

may be riglitly understood. The original Trust Fund, which 

amounted to the sum of ;Ez,ooo, was a~propriated by tlie Court of 
Chancery to tlie erection of a building in Sierra Leone, which was to 
comprise a Library a,nd Reading Room, Lecture Rooms for iectures on 
Science, Literature and Religion, a Museum of Practical Industry, 
as  well as offices for a Savings Bank, or for any other benevoletit Ör 
useful purposes. 

Tiie liistory of this 62,000 is rather remarkable, for it is part of 

the balance of a large sum which was raised in England in the year 
1833 for the purpose of erecting a suitable monument in IVestminSter 
Abbey to the memory of William Wilberforce. When tliis monu- 
ment had beea erected, tlie balance of money remained forgotten 



until the death of the treasurer, Sir R. H. Inglis, and by that time 
the money had been trausferred to tlie Commissioiiers for the 
Reduction of the National Debt. However, when tliis was discovered, 
application was made to the Court of Cliancery that tlie monej7 
should be appropriated to its original purpose. To tliis petition tlie 
Court of Chancery agreed, aud sanctioned tlie scheme above referred 
to on July 30th, 1860. Andin June, 1862, the late Captain F. Maude 
signed tlie minutes of the Churcli Missionary Society's Committee, 
which contained the regulations for carrying out tlie decision of the 
Court of Chancery." 

The present body of Trustees regret that so long a period as 
twenty-five years sliould Iiave elapsed since the work was authorised. 
But on November zrst, 1863, the first steps were talcen under 
Governor S. W. Blackall. From that date until March 18th, 1867, 
work was carried on, but the building was left altogether incomplete, 
and, in fact, erected in such a cumbrous and unsatisfactory manner, 
that eventually a great deal had to be pulled down and a Course of 

reconstruction commenced. The second stage Opens with a vigorous 
minute from Governor Sir A. Icennedy, under date of September 5th, 
1870 ; he concludes by sayiiig'that "an ahsentee Bishop, a Chief 
Justice, and an overworlced Go.veriior form a bad ' Board ' (which 
somebody says ought to be called a 'screen') for building a house 
and superintending African labourers." 

A report, however, was drawn up by the Government Surveyor, 
Mr. Jenkins, who estimated the cost of completion of the building 
with roof and improvements at Jr,zoo, although tlie contractor's 

estimate appears to have been £1,706. To meet this a sum of 
£1,156 was in hand. Under Mr. Jenkins' siiperintendence con- 
siderable alterations were made, until the biiilding was brought to 

* The actual sum Iiandcd ovcr vins f;3,377 IGS. Gd., bcing tlie original £2,000 witli 
accumulatcd intcrcst. 
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the condition with which the public has been too long familiar. 
This second stage in tlie history of the building closed about June, 
1873, Tlie entire expenditure up to this date seems to have 
amounted to tlie sum of £3,481 9s. qd. In August, 1883, a number 
of Native gentlemen fornied themselves into a committee, hy wliose 
vigorous efforts a sum of £765 3s. 8d. was raised for the completion 
of tlie Hall, to be added to tlie sum of £850 2s. rd. still in the hands 
of tlie Cliurcli Missionary Society, but on the understanding that the 
Trust should be enlarged to admit otlier than members of the Church 
of England. This was not carried iiito effect until Governor Sir A. 
Havelock and his Lordsliip, the present Bishop, agreeing with the 
views of this Committee, had made a representation to  the Church 
Missionary Society when, through tlie Charity Commissioners, tlie 
present basis was created. 

A lecture by the Rev., J. Quaker on August ~ r s t ,  1883, assisted 
largely in stirring up interest in the completion of the Hall. 

The first meeting of the new Board was hold on March roth, 
1886, when there were present His Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe, 
Governor-in-chief, His Lordsliip the Bisliop, Rev. F. Nevill, and 
Hon. T. J. Sawyerr, the nominees of the Church Missionary Society, 
and Hon. C. Lewis and Hon. S. Boyle, the new trustees. The late 
Chief Justice was absent from ill-health. Immediately after that 

plans were kindly drawn up by Mr. Pownall, the Colonial Surveyor, 
and on August i6th, 1886, under the presidency of His Excellency 
Sir J. S. Hay, an estimate from Mr. Beckley was accepted for tiie 
completion of tlie buildiiig, the Trustees having in hand the sum of 
61,615 5s. yd. Since that time the Trustees have met in full Session 
twenty-four times for tlie transaction of business 

The Trustees cannot allow the opportunity to Pass witliout pub- 
iicly mentioniiig the very valuable honorary assistance which was 
rendered to tliem by Captain M. Natlian, R.E., in superintending tlle 
worlt under completion. The Trustees have to acknowledge the 



work of Mr. Beckley, the contractor, in carrying out their various 
proposals. By the opening of the Hall to-day, the  third and final 
stage in the history of its erection is completed. 

The  total expenditure by tlie present body of Trustees, from tlic 
sum of £1,615 6s. entrusted t o  tliem, being &1,463 12s. gd. 

Thus on the wliole building there has been spent, from June, 1862, 
to June, 1873, L3,481 9s. 4d. ; from August, 1886, t o  June, 1887, 
£1,463 12s. ~ d . ;  being a total of £4,945 1s. 7d. ; the Trustees Iiaving 
in hand the small balance of £151 13s. gd. 

Tlie present body of Trustees having thus far carried out thc 
responsibility laid upon them, feel that tliey are nolv in a position t o  
call upon the general public of Sierra Leone t o  take upon themselves 
the responsibility of maintaining tlie fabric of tlie building in good 
condition and of completing the intention of tlie original trust fnnd. 
To  this end it is necessary that there should be a body of annual 
subscribers, from whom the members of the Managing Committee 
may be elected, and in whose hands, together with tlie Trustees, shall 
rest the general superintendence of the Hall. 

The Trustees feel that tliey will not  have t o  appeal in vain t o  the 
'self-interest of the  community of Sierra Leone to malce the Hall a 
centre of public life, as tliey believe that  the  uses t o  which tlie Hall 
may be put, if properly supplied with books and the elements of a 
national museum, may be the means of promoting to a very wide 
extent the  welfare of tlie Coloiiy. 

T E L E G R A M S .  

Copy of Telegram from Sir Samuel Rowe, a t  the Gambia, to i 
! 
i Deputy Governor Hay, aud reply thereto :- ; 
t Governor of Sierra Leoue offers congratulations-Centenary. 

I 
Telegram read at Public Meeting, Wilberforce Hall. Public retiirn ! 

tli anl<S.-H~y. 
I 

MAY IT PLEACZ YOUR Mh~l?s~y,-The People of Sierra Leoue veutiire 
t0 convey to-day 10 yoiir Majesty their Iiuuible aud loyal greetings, and 
t0 miugle their congratulations with those of millions of your Majesty's 
subjects in all Parts of tlie world, who, to comnlemorate tliis glorious 

I occasion of the Jubilee of your Majesty's Reign, will doubtless avail them- 
selves, as we are now ~ r o u d l ~  doing, of tliat wonderful adaptation of 
electricity to the use of man--brought to such perfection during your 
Majesty's illustrious reign-a reign distinguished above all previous 
reigns by the numerous discoveries, inventions, and euactments wliicll 
have tended to ameliorate tlie condition and accelerate the Progress of 
humanity-to transmit tlie expression of the assurance that this is a day 



which, marking the close of fifty years of such brilliant achievements, 
maltes tlieir hearts sweil wiih emotions of gladness, of pride, and of 
thanltftilness, and on wliich tlie prayer with more than the usual fervour 
ascends to tlie Great Ruler of nations to bless our Gracious Sovereign 
and grant her in liealth and wealth long to live. 

And they the niore joyfully iinite in tliis congratulatory expression 
and demonstration in view of the fact that tliey celebrate to-day also tlie 
Centennial Anniversary of the founding of the Settlement, vvl~ich, under 
your Majesty's benignant and fostering rule, lias iiiade sucli advancement 
in civilisation, and wliicli, founded I>y distinguislied Englisli pliilanthropists 
for a purely humanitarian purpose, was a t  once the pledge and tlie proof 
as well as tlie promise given by England of the practical interest of a 
great nation in tlie regeneration of a conlinent and tlie disentliralment 
of a Race. 

-- 

FROM HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN, THROUGH THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR THE COLONIES, ACICNOWLEDGING TELEGRAM CENT BY 

t 
! 
I 

TIIE CENTENARY CELEBRATION COM~IITTEE. S 

I Sir H. HOLLAND, to Governor. k 
I .  QUEEN begs me to express her gratefiil aclcnowledgment of Con- 

gratiilatory Message froin inhabitants of Sierra Leone. i 
I 
!, . 

I 
i REPORT O N  THE BOTANICAL 
! 

I STATION. 

N tliis brief Report tlie Executive Committee of the Sierra 
Leone Botanical Society would seize tlie present occasion 
of stating tlie origin, object, and Progress of their worlc 
since its foundation about eight months ago. 

T o  furtlier the  agricultural movement which has been making 
Iieadway in tliis cornmunity during recent years, His Excellency, 
the Deputy-Goverrior, J. C. Hay, Esq., C.M.G., immediately upon his 
assurnption of the administration of tliis government last year, 
interested himself t o  procure for two gentlemen engaged in agri- 
cuiture a cupply of vanilla plants and otlier plants of economic vaiue 
from tlie Royal Botanic Gardens at ICew, upon tlie understanding 
tliat tlie plants should be as widely distributed as the supply would 
permit. His Excellency placed himself a t  once in communication 

with the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and tlie result was the 

. ready offer by the  I(ew authorities to siipply tlie plants, and tlieir 

Suggestion tliat the best way to secure the cultivation and proper 
mode of distribution was to establish a small Botanical Station here. 
A sclieme was a t  once Set on foot for tlie establishment of a body of 
men who vould, without Government action or interference, SecUre to 
the Colony the meanc of increasing and improvilig its vegetable 
wealth. ' . 



Strongly supported by His Excellency, this present Society was 
on the 8th of October, 1886, formed, consisting of the principal 
citizens of Freetoxvn. In tlie first meeting held for organising tliis 
Society, in ~vliich were present Frailcis Frederick Pinkett, Esq., the 
late lamented Chief Justice of this Settlement, Hon. T. Risely 
Griffith, Capt. J. C. Gore, Professor Blyden, hlessrs. E .  Vohsen, 
J. A. M'Carthy, Edivin Adolphus, W. J. P. Elliott, F. W. Dove, 
J. Taylor, R. Broadhurst, F. B. Stuart, \V. B. Campbell, W. J. 
Davies, I. W. Paris, J. E. Dawson, S. Bright, John A. Moore, J. B. 
Elliott, and Samuel Lewis, Barrister-at-Law, it was, after an 
exchange of opinion, unanimously resolved :- 

Tliat tlie present condition of our trade renders it necessary aud 
more than usually urgent that some suiiable means be devised for 
directing the attention of this commiinity to the development of the 
agricullural resources of the Settlement and the adjacent countries, by the 
establishment of a Botanical Station and Model Farm, iinder the auspices 

- of a Botanical Society, and that for tliis purpose a Society be now formed 
in IIreetown ancl a Station and Farm be established in or near Freetown 

! 
for tlie benefit of tlic public, and sliall be styled respectively " Tlie 
Botanical Society of Sierra Leone," and "The Botanical Gardens and 
Model Farm of Sierra Leone," 

The title to  membership is fixed upon an annual payment of ftve 
Shillings and upwards, and all members paying an annual subscription 
of £1 1s. od. and more, are made members of the General 
Committee, the Executive Committee being limited to  ten elected 
inembers from the General Committee, besides all members of the 
Legislative Council who are also members of the Socicty of wliicli 
His Excellency is the President during liis tenure of Government. 

The first worlc of the Society was tlie selcction of a site which 
would offer the combined advantages of a good soil, proximity to the 
city, and attraction to the people, offering to tliem a means of recrea- 
tion as well as of instruction. His Excellency was willing 10 give 
gratis to tlie Society any unoccupied Crown land tliat was available ; 

~,;" ~. . . . . . . -. . . .~ . 
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but after some considerable time spent by the Society in prospecting 
for suitable grounds, tlie present site was fixed upon as the one offering ! 

1 the advantages which have been mentioiied. Until two months ago 
this site was a dense growth of underwood, but through tlie inde- I 
fatigable labours of the manager, MI. E. Vohsen, we liave to-day the 
pleasing prospect before us, not only of a useful and attractive garden, 

1 but one showing tlie advantages of a liealthy and commanding situa- 
tion. Since its establishment, in October last, the Society has num- 

/ bered 51 members, of whom it has to deplore the loss of one cvho was 

I 
among the foremost in giving unremitting attention to its affairs, and 
whose lamented death was so intimately near his last act of work in 
tlie Society's interest, lie having only two days previously come to this 
spot to witness the preparations wliicli werebeing made for the cere- 

1 mony of opening the Station for wliich we meet to-day. I refer to the 
I ! 

i I 

lamented and comparatively sudden death of the Vice-President of 

1 I the Society, the late MI. Pinkett. 
! The worlc of tlie Society is supported by voluntary contributions, 

1 and from the 51 subscribers £38 5s. Gd. has been received, there 
I 
i remaiiiing an unpaid balance of £13 16s. Gd., whicli we trust will, 
! before tlie close of tlie week of Ceiitenary and Jubilee Celebrations, 
j. 

be paid to tlie Treasurer. ! 
Tlie Committee of the Celebrations have made the liberal grant ! 

of £80 tolvards the funds of the Botanical Society, arid with this 
! 

I 
amount added to the £38 5s. Gd., tlie work which We See before us 

i has been clone, viz., the purcliasing of tlie site, tlie land cleared arid 
i neatly laid and parcelled out, seviral plants plit in their places, arid r i 

pavilion erected, leaving now a balance of £42 in the liands 0f tlie 
Treasurer. 

i I A large staff of 40 extra labourers was employed in the werk 0f j 
1 laying out tlie grounds, but the Society keeps o n l ~  four regular WOrlc- 

! men, whose monthly \vages and keep amount to £3 zs. 
The Society trusts tliat with the advantages tllrown to the public 





I The articles exhibited by this Company were various. They 

! 
comprise sections of various species of wood, about zoo in number, 
besides fibres, leaves, rubber, palm oil, gum copal, ginger, ground 
nuts, rough rice, clean rice, benni-seed, castor-oil seed, palm nuts, 
black benni-seed, agusie, Calabar beans, fig nuts,maloulca, dried pepper, 

Guinea corn, coprah, and bees wax. The artistic asrangements of 
the variety of wood was very creditable, the Company having, as it 
appeared, spared no expense to obtain and present the best specimens 
of the articles exhibited. The Committee need not attempt to  make 
good tlie Company's expenses. They recoinmend that a First Class 
Certificate of Merit in Class A and Class B shall be given to the 
Company. 

Tlie tastefully and neatly arranged exhibits of the Honourable 
i S. Lewis were specially .interesting. He exhibited green seeds, t 
I 

starch, Sour sorrell, gbamgba seeds, crane-crane, tola, alligator i 
pepper, Cayenne pepper, Liberian coffee (grown in Sierra Leoue), I 

lcundee seeds, spice, castor-oil seeds (Sierra Leone), cocoa, fever- i 
cake seeds, oclcro, moot (donni seeds), Indian corn, sailor straw hat 1 
and straw, wallee, fig-iiut seeds, agusie, palm oil, lcundee oil, bitter 
cola, 'ginger, brake-back, native straw tassel caps, country cloth, t 

t 
1 foofoo, cola nuts, white and coloured pearls, mussel-cockle i 
i producing white pearls, manganese ore, iron ore, mica quartz witli 

mica, limestone, lead and zinc ore, shells from the Gambia, white 1 
i topaz and basalt. For the labour, neatness and tasteful arrange- . I 

ments and excellence of the articles exhibited, the Committee are of i 
opinion that a First Class ~ertificate of Merit in each Class (A, B, C 
and D), should be awarded to the Houourable gentleman. 
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Tlie Young Ladies of this Institution exhibited fancy work, i 

consisting of cushions, tea cosy, brackets, toilet tidy, comb bags, caps, 
music case, antimacassar, and other specimens of embroidery and 
needlework, which were excelleiit ; the committee being of the opinioii 
that the work exhibited would easily take a high place in coniparison 
with work of the kind done anywhere else in the Colouy. For the 

perfection and finkh of the various articles, on which, it appeared, 
the young ladies were engaged for a period of one month, the 
Committee recommends the award of a First Class Certificate of 
Merit witli the sum of Three Pounds. AC tlie materials used were 

fusnished by the Committee, it is recommended that tlie articles be a t  
once disposed of. They are all useful articles and would meet with a 
ready sale. If retained, and indifferently kept as they are at present 
it may prove a loss to the Committee. 

Mr. Gomer exhibited valued specimens of Native produce, viz. :- 

5 Farina, choca or moat oil, corn meal, palm-nut oil, kuiidee-nut oil, 

cocoanut oil, palm oil, arrowroot, coffee and cotton, whicli were 

I neatly arranged and displayed. These articles appear to have been 

collected from different Stations around Shaingay, as indicated by the 
1 
$ 

labels attaclied to them. Ac the collection doubtless entaiied on 
1 Mr. Gomer much expense, the Committee recommends a First Class 
! 

Certificate with a sum of Five Pounds sliould be awarded him. 

1 5.-Mn. JAMES BURNETT. 
! 
I 

Mr. Uurnett, Gold and Silver Smith and Jeweller, exhibited silver 
jewellery of exquisite workmanship. Unfortu~iately, Mr. Burnett 
had, Liefore tlie Committee met, removed his eshibits frorn the 



i . Hall, and.0therwis.e disposed of them, so tbat it was impocsible to 
! 
t form an inspectional individual judgment about tliem. Still, on the 
I strengt11 of the evidence of one member of the Sub-Committee, wlio 

I both saw and inspected them during the Exhibition, and also from 
the general opinion of those who attended the Exhibition, Mr. 
Burnett deserves the highest commendation. Tlie Committee tliere- 

i fore reconimend a First Class Certificate with a sum of Forty 
Shillings should be awarded to him. 

The articles exhibited by ~ r .  Sibthorpe were as curious as tliey 
were interesting and iinportant. They comprise roclf crystal of 
various beautiful hues, discovered, we presume, in.the Colony, and 
very artistically cut ; besides several manufactured articles by himself, 
such as a lcind of gunpowder, .dyes of various .colours, oree .made 

, !. from the s6eds of a newly-discovered tree, &C., drawings and paititings, 
and various drugs compounded from Native herbs, &C. Mr. Sibtliorpe 
deserves all praise for his excellent exliibits. A First Class Certificate 

I 
i 

in Class B with a reward of Twenty Shillings should be awarded 

i to him. 
! 

I 7.-MR. .J. B. ROBERTS,. 

1 The sole exhibitor in tlie Tailoring Department was Mr. Roberts. 
j He exhibited a coat and vest made of black Coating. The worlcman- I ship deserves much praise for neatness and finish. The Committee , f 
X 

recommends a First Class Certificate with a &ward of Twenty Shillings I 

should be awarded. 9 

! I 

1 hIr. Lardner exhibited welf polished walking-sticks made from the E 
2 ,  < coffee tree, of light brown colour \vitli blnclc stripes, tlie smaller end; t 
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being tipped witli brass rings. They compare very favoiirably with 
articles of tlie Icind imported from Europe. An award of Fifteen 

1 Shillings with a First Class Certificate is recommended. 

! Very inte'resting specimens of Native maiiufactures were exhibited 
by Mr. Labor, and comprised a combined foot and kneel stool, Native 

! straw bags and liats, black copying Paper, and an acrostic, all of 
which were interesting and ingenious. Mr. Labor deserves tlie award 

of a Second Class Certificate in  lass 11, with a reward of,Twenty 
Shillings. 

: .  
Mr. Gilpin was the Sole exhibitor of Bookbinding work. He 

ii exhibited a-letter guard-book-or file and a book of blank sheets, both 
.I very neatly bound. 1.t is advisable tliat the articles exliibited by him 

'I. be retained as a cpntribution to the Museum, a reward of Ten Sliillings 
with a Second Ckass Certificate being awarded liim. 

Mr. Cole exhibited an In Memoriam tablet, engraved on slate, in 

i letters of gold. He was tlie only exhibitor in tliis brancli of Art. He 

deserves tlie award of a Second Class Certificate. 

j This exhibitor is from Leicester village, a labouring farmer by 

1 occupation. He exhibited a large basket of Sierra Leone coffee, the 
I produce of his own farm. He is, therefore, deserving of every en- 
! couragement. A First Class Certificate with a reward of Twenty 

Shillings sliould be awarded him. 



Articles of Native manufacture, such as soap, pine-apple fibre, &C., 
were exhibited by Mr. Herring. The soap does not appear to be of 
the best quality. Mr. Herring should, however, be encouraged with 
a Third Class Certificate and a reward of Five Shillings. 

This exhibit consisted of Niger baskets of Native manufacture. 
A reward of Five Shillings is recommended. 

Mr. Cromanty exhibits a well-carved Native wooden Spoon. He 
deseries the award of a Third Class Certificate. 

The Committee, in closing this Report, would recommend that 
each Certificate should be accompanied with a letter of tlianks from 
the Committee. They would also strongly justify the Money Awards 
they have recommended by drawing the attention of tlie Committee 
to the fact : Tliat as this representative Exhibition was the first of its 
kind, these awards will serve as an incentive to  wider interest in tlie 
future. 

They therefore trust tliat their recommendations will meet with 
the cordial approval of the Committee. 

J. TAYLOR, 
S. 0. LARDNER, 
J. B. MENDS. 

CENTENARY FUND. 

.%Wemeizt of Tyeasz~yey's Accozclzt of the Ce~teznyy 
arm? Jzibz'dee F Z L I Z ~  fi7vse1zten! nl' a ficieetitzg of the 
Execzctive Co?)z?ttittee o~z ThurscEny, Jt~dy I&, 1887. 

LIST O F  SUBSCRIBERS TOWARDS T H E  CENTENARY 
AND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS, 1887. 

s. a. 
... His Escellency J. C. Hay, Administrator-in-Chief 10 o o 

... ... His Honour F. F. Pinkett, late Chief Justice 5 5 o 
... Rt. Rev. E. G. Inghain, Bishop of Sierra Leone 5 5 o 

... ... Hon. T. Risely Griffitli, Colonial Secretary 5 5 o 

... ... ... ... FIon. S. Lewis ... ... 50 o o 

... ... ... ... Senegal Company ... 15 o o 

E. Vohsen, Agent, Senegal Company and Consul for ... ... Germany .., .,. ... I0 0 0 ... 
F. Bolin, Director, Senegal Company, hhr~eilles ... ... 10 0 0 

... Messrs. Fisher and Randall ... 20 0 0 ... 
... H. C. Fox, Agent, Fisher and Randall ... ... 10 o o 

... ... ... ... J. Taylor ... ... 25 o o 
... ... ... G. B. Williams $.. 

0 . .  
... 20 I0 0 
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J . B . M'Carthy ... ... ... ... ... ... 10 10 o 
Sylvester J . Cole, Assistant Colonial Surgeon ... ... 10 10 o 1 
J . A . M'Carthy, Barrister-at-Law ... ... ... 10 o o 

W . C . Betts ... ... ... ... ... ... 10 o o i 
G . B . Zochonis ... ... ... ... ... ... 10 o o i 

! 

I Rev . 0 . Moore ... ... ... ... ... ... 6 6 o I 
I 1 

D . Palmer Ross, . Colonial Surgeon ... ... ... 5 5 0  i I hf . S . Boyle, Consul for Liberia ... ... ' . 5 5 . o I 
P . Lemberg ... ... .,. ... ... ... 5 5 . 0 

. Tliomas Bishop, jun . . . .  ... ... ... ... 5 5 o 

C . S . Harding, late Contractor to Imperial Government 5 5 o I 

Capt . Judson A . Lewis, Consul U.S. America ... 5 5 o 

J . H . Thomas ... ... ... ... ... ... 5 5 0  

Wm . Renner, Acting Colonial Surgeon ... ... 5 o o 

Rev . J . C . ' ~ a ~  ... .... ... ... ... ... 5 o o 

S . 0 . Lardner ... ... ... , . . , , ... 5 o o 
I 

T . Colenso Bishop ... ... ... ... ... 5 o o 

F . A . Noah ... ... ... ... ... . . ... 5 0 0 

F . W . Dove .., ... ... ... ... ... 5 o o I 
I 

Alimami Amarrah, Foulah Town ... ,, . ... 5 . 0 0 

J . B . Elliott ... ... ... ... ... ... 4 o o 

M . L . Jarrett, Assistant Colonial Surgeon ... ... 3 3 o 
P; . B . Hanson ... , .. ... ... ... ... 3 3 o 

Rev . T . H . Carthew ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 o 

M . V . D . Stuarf, Collector of Customs .., ... 2 2 o 

C . J . G . Barlatt ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 o 

Dr . Connolly, P.M.O. ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 o 

Rev . F . Nevill, M.A. ... ... ... . . . . . . .  ' 2 2 0  
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... . . W B Campbell ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 

D . Carrol. Master Supremi Court ... . . . . . . .  2 2  

... ... I . W . Paris ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 

... . . ... J W Shaw, Westmoreland Strcet ... 2 2 

... ... ... ... M . Benson Nicol ... ... 2 2 
i ... ... ! James S . Williams ... ... ... 2 z 

. . . .  . . ... ... ... ... ... j E T M'Cormacl< 2 2 

... ... ... ... ... I . . N S Lacton ... 2 2 

... ... ... ... ... 1 J . B . Benjamin ... 2 2 

... ... ... . . . . . . .  ... 1 A l  . A . Potts 2 2 

... ... ... ... ? Chas . W . Macaulay ... 2 2 2 ... ... ... J . B . Mends ... ... ... j I I0 

I, ... . . . I Capt A North Daniel. Assistant Colonial Secretary I I 

... ... ... ... ... H . B . Macfoy ..... I I 

... ... ... I Edwin Adolplius, Police Magistrate I I 

... ... Thomas J . Williams . . .  ... . . ... I I 

... ... ... .... ... J.Eng1a11: . . . . .  .. ... . ... I I 

. . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... E . Faullcner . ; . . 1 I I 

. . . . . .  . . ... ... W J Davis. Wesleyan. High Schoql I I 

... ... ... ... ... . ... I William A Jones I I 

. . ... . ... ... ,.. . . . .  i Rev G J Macaulay I I 

... . ... ... Sol Farmer. B.A., Grammar Scliool I I 

. . . . . . . . .  ... ... Dr . E . W . Blyden ... I I 

... ... 0.. ... Nathaniel A . Pyne ... I o 

... ... ... ... ... . . ... S F Cromanty o 10 

. . . . .  . ... ... ,.. ... A Friend. R W ... o 10 

.. . . . ... ... ... Rev J B Bowen. ... ... o 10 

... ... ... Jqr. A . ~rodericli  . . . . . . . .  ... o 10 
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1886. By Cmlc pnid- 

bec. 1st. C. H. A. Case's bill for Printing ... ... 
... ... > I  1,  I ,  11 

... 13  Weekly News Office bill for Printing 

... Dec. ~ 2 n d .  I >  I 9 

„ 26Lli. S. H. A. Case's bill for Stationery ... 
... 3ISt. 1 9  I I  > >  

1887. 

April 1st. Sawyerr's Excelsior Printing Works, for 
... ... Priiiting ... .,. 

May 2nd Sawyerr's Excelsior Printing Works, for 
... 80 Circulars, &C. ... ... 

June 6th. E. Volisen, Treasurer, Botanical Society, 
as voted by Committee ... ... 

, , S. H. A. Case's hill for printing Circulars 

... June 6th. Wecltly News Office, for Printing .., 

, 11th. Sawyerr's Excelsior Printing Works, for 
printing Hymns, &C. ... ... ... 

, 16th. Mr. Freemaii, Assistant Secretary, to 9th 
. instant ... . , . ... ... ... 

, , Mr. Farmer, Assistant Secretary, to  9th 
instant ... ... ... ... .., 

, , For Poster and Posting, &C. ... ... 
, , Grammar School Printing Office, for 

printing notices, &C. ... .,. ... 
,, 18th S. H. 8. Case's bill for printing IOO copies 

Circulars for Tickets ... . 4 .  ... 

1887. 

June 18th. 

> I  

9 ,  

I ,  
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By Cm18 pnid- 
... For printing Wade's Acrostic ... 

S. J. Wright and J. B. Mends, for 
defraying tlie expense of Treat to 

... ... ... Delegates ... 
Sawyerr's Excelsior Printing Worl<s, for 

... ... printing Posters, &C. ... 
S. EI. A. Case's bill for printing Pro- 

... grammes, Posters, &C. . . , 
Sawyerr's Excelsior Printing Works, for 

printing 1,000 Tickets on blue cards 
... Senegal Company, for Banners ... 

> I  1 9  Fireworks . . , 
11 W Torchlights ... 
,, , Bust of Her Majesty 

For Decoratiiig Wilberforce Memorial 
... ... I-Iall ,,. ,.. ... 

Expenses incurred by Leaders of Torch- 
... light Processioli ,.. ... 

Mr. Inniss, superintending Decoration of 
... Wilberforce Memorial Hall ... 

Two Policemen, keeping order for tlie 
performance of the Musical Society 

Two servants for attendance on labourers 
removing and replacing forms, &C., 
in Wilberforce Memorial Hall for 

... ... Musical Society .., 
Tlie Wilberforce hifeniorial Hall 8 days 

Treat Zion Sabbath School, Wesieyan, 
... Frcetown, first Circuit ... 



1887. 
June 18th 

> t  

I ,  

> I  

11 

11 

By Caslt paid- 
... Bathnrst Street ... 
... Portuguese Town ... 

Buxton ... ... ... 
... I<rootown Road ... 

Wilberforce Circuit ... 
Gibraltar Church, Wesleyan 

... second Circuit ... 
... Bethel ... ... 

... ... Ebenezer . . 

. , . ... 

... ... 

... ... 

... ... 

... ... 
Freetown, 

... ... 

... ... 

... ... 
... Rawdon Street ... ... ... 

... Bonthe Wesleyan Sabbat11 School 

Ziou American Methodist Episcopal 
... ... School ... ... . ... 

... ... Church of God ... ... 

... ... ... Bonthe Churcli ... 
... ... Bendoo ... ... ... 

... Yorlc Island Cliapel Sabbat11 School 

Victoria 1, 3 ,  

Samaria, &C., U. M. F. Church ... ... 
St. John's, Westmoreland .Street ... 

... Pademba Road Church ... ... 
... Catliedral ... ... .., ... 

St. John's, Brookfields .., ... ... 
Trinity Churcli ... ... ... ... 
12 Constables in atteiidance 011 Sunday 

scllools ... ... ,.. - 8 .  

Labourers preparing Government Prac- 
tising School Rooms for Scl~ools ... 

.... ._. ___ .I"... . . ..... .. . . . .  .............. 
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1887. 
June 18th. 

I ,  

! 

By Cmlt paid- L s. d. 
Labourers preparing Wilberforce Memo- ... ... rial Hall . , . ... o 4 6 

Preparing Tickets for distribution to 
... ... schools ... 0 7 0 ... 

Printing Circulars for calling Meeting of 
Ministers, Superintendents and 
Secretaries of Sunday Schools for 

... final arrangement ... o 5 o 
Telegram (congratulation) to Her Ma- 

... jesty the Queen ... ... 65 13 o 
Telegram to Governor Rowe, Batliurst, 

... ... ... Gambia ... o 11 8 
Mr. Freeman as Assistant Secretary, to 

... ... J U ~ Y  9th .., 2 0 0 ... 
One Gross Envelopes ... .., ... o 3 6 

... 60 Revenue Stamps ... ... o 5 o 
Cleaning of Government or I. B. Pratt's 

... yard for reception of Delegates 0 7 o 
... One Account Book and Stationery o 3 6 

... Amount voted for Exhibition ... 50 o o 
Amount for Books for the Wilberforce ... ... Memorial Ilall ... 50 . o o 
Amount from Phmuix Society for Books 

for the Wilberforce Memorial Hall 
... handed to Hon. S. Lewis ... I0 0 0 -- 

£414 3 48 

... ... Total Receipts ... 514 11 14 
... ... Total Expenditure ... 414 3 4& 

Balance in hands of tbe Treasurer £100 7 g 

J. TAYLOR, Treasurer. 
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1 W e  do hereby certify that inaccordance with instructions received 
! from the Centenary and Jubilee Committee, we.have tliis day audited 

tlie Treasurer's account and have found it correct. 
i 

S. 0. LAICDNEK 
J. B. htENDS 

Auditors. 

FREETOWN, 27th J&, 1887. 

N.B.-The Centenary Fund wiil be kept Open a t  the request of 
the Execiitive Committee for a wliile, to enable gentlemen here and 
abroad to pay their unfulfilled promises, when the balance now in the 
hands of the Treasurer, with what may be received, will be utilised in 
carrying out, ac far as practicable, the reinaining portion of the 
Programme. 



I - -  ~~ ~ . .  ~ . . ~. . " ~~ . 
W. D. W l i i r T i ~ o l r ~  6r CO., Printers, gi, Graceoliurcl> Street, London; nnu "TIIO cl,aricrhoup~ rrcss," 

4) 6L 45, Chartcrhouso Square, %C, 
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