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S JR,

ALTHOUGH I UO 1I0t pretend to the plea­

sure of your personal acquai utauce , like ma­

n y who 1 believe lo he cquall y traugers to

you, I am lIeverthclcbs . interested in your

pubI icat ions, mid desire their continuance; ­

1I0t that I pretend to ruuch ta te ill Iict ious

composit ion, or that I am apt to be interested

in your gl'a\-e scenes, 0\' amused by those

, hidl m-e meant to be lively. I will not

di ' g u i ~ e tr 0111 you, that I have yawned over

the last interview of .Mae Jvor and hi si­

ster, and fell Iairly asleep while the school­

master was reading the luunours of Dandie

Din11l0ut. Y ou. cc, sir, that I scorn to 0­

icit ) our favour in a way to which you are.
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no stranger. If the papers I enclose you are

worth Bothing, I w il l not cudeuvour to re­

commend th em by p erson al flattery, as a

bad cook llollrs rancid butter IIPOI1 talc fi h.
No, sir! wn« [ re peel in you, is the

light you have occasionally throw Jl on na­

tional antiquities, a s tud which I have com­

menced rather lute in life, but lo which I am

attached with the devotion of a Iir-st love, be­

cause it is the only study I ever cared a

farthing for.
You shall have my history, sir, (it will

not r nch to 111 rce vol umc ',) before that

of my ruanuscript ; and as )011 usually throw

out a few lines of verse (by way or sl irmislr­

Cl'S, I suppose.) at the head ol each div iston

of prose, I have had the luck to lighl 11POII

a stanza in the schoolmaster's copy or Burns

which describes me c.' actly • l.Io 'c it the

better, because it was originally de igned £01'

Captain Grosc, an ex cel len t nutiqunry, th ough

like yourself, somewhal too apl to treat wit h

levity his own pursuits:
"Tis said he w as a soldier bred,

And one w ad rath r f"',,n th an fled;

But no v he ha 'i"ll the spur tl e blade,

And dog-skin wallet,

AmI ta'en the - anuquavian tr de,

I think th ey call it.
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I n ever could conceive w hat influenced

m c, when a boy, in th e choice of It p l'O!CS­

s ion, ~liliLary zeal and a rd our jt wa nor,

which m ade m e tand out for It comm ission

in the Scots Fuz ilecrs, when my tutors and

cu rator wished La bind m e apprcuticc to

Id David tiles, Clerk 10 his I Iaj e I)'s Sig­

n et , I a:, m il i tnry zeal iL wa s not ; for I

" ,LS llO fighling boy in my own p er on, a nd

cared not a penny to r ead I he ll islol 'Y of the

h eroes" ha turn cd the world upsid e clown in

former ages. As for 'o u L'age, I h ad . as I

have since discovered, ju L as much of it as

ser cd my turn, and not one gra i11 of su r ­

plus. T soon found out, ind eed, that in ac­

t ion th er-e was marc danger JIJ rUlIIJillg away

than in standing ; and besides, I could lIO\;

afford to lose my comuii siou, which rva my
chief m eans of support. But, as f,ll' that o,-er­

boi ling valour, which I ha e heard mUllY
of ours talk of, though I seldom obse r ved

that it influ enced them in th e actual all'air

that e: ubcran zcal , wh ich court :U1gl' I' as

a bride, t ruly my courage vas of a COlU­

plexiou m uc' i less e tatical.

A gain, th e love of a red coal, which, ill

default of all other aptitudes to the profes­

siou , ha made many a bad soldier and som
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good ones, was an utt Cl' ;,lrangcr to my di ­

posit.ion , I cared not a 'bad le' fur the cour­

J>allY of the misses : "ny , though there was

a boarding-school in the village, and thongh

we used to meet with its fail' inmate at ~i­

1ll01l LighLfooL"S wcek ly Practi ing, I cannut

J'ecollect any strong emotions being excited

011 these occasions, excepting the infinite

regret w il.h which I went through the polite

cei-ernou ial of pi-escnti ng my partHer w i than

orange, thrust into my pocket by my aunt

for this special purpose, but which, had I
dared , I certainly would ]WYC si-ci-eted for

my own pcrsoual use. .As for vnnit y, or

love of finery fOl' itself, 1 was such a stran­

ger to it, that the dilficul ty was great. to

make me brush my coal, and ap\Jcar ill pro­

per Irim UpOIl pa rud e. I shall never lornct

the rebuke of myoid Colonel, 011 a morning

when the King reviewed a hrigac' e of which

we made pari. ,.r am no friend la cxtrava­

gallee, En ign Clllllprllllck," said he; "hill,

on the day when we are 10 pa 5 before the

Sovereign of the kingdom, iu the name of

God 1 would have at lea t shcv n him all

inch 01 clean Iiucn.'
Thus, a lrung!'r 10 all the ordinary mo­

tives which lead JoulIg men 10 make the
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army tllcir choice, and withou the least de­

sire to become either n hero or a dandy,

I real lv do not know what determined my

thoughts that way, unle s it were the happy

state of hall-pay indolence enjoyed by Cap­
tain Doolitt.le , who had et up his staff of

rest in my nat.ive 'iLlage. Every other pel'­

son 11<1l1, or seemed to have, omething to do,

less or more. They did not iudced precise­

ly go lo school and learn task s, that la st of

ev il in my estimation; but it did 1I0t es­

cape my boyish ohservatiou , that th y were

all bothered with someth injr or other like

duty or labour-all but the happy Cap­

tain Dooliule. The m iuistcr had his pa­

rish to \ i 'it, and his preaching 10 IH'c~)are,

though perhaps he made more fuss than he

needed about both. The laird had 11i· farm­

ing and iruproviug opcrat ions to superin­

teud ; and, bcsidcs , he had to attend tr;lslcc­

meetings, and lieutenallcy-meetings, and

head-con rts , and mecti ugs of jus: ices, and

what Hot-was as early up, (t hat 1 always

dctestcd . ) anti as much ill the open air, wet

and dry, as hi~ own grien·. The shop­

keeper (the village boasted hut one of 'ml­

neuce) stood indeed prelly much at his ea e

behind his counler, Ior his eu torn was by
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lIO m eans over-Jnn-theu ome; but sl ill he

enjoyed his ' t aw s, as the Bailie calls it, upo n

condition of tumhliug all the wares in his

booth oyer and over , W 11('11 any one rho '

t o want a yal'l! of musliu , a mousc-Irapv

an ounce (I[ cru-raway, a papet' of pill . the

Sermons of '[h . Pcdeu , 01' I he Li le or Jack

the G iallt-Qucllt'r, (not Killer, a ' usuall y

erroneously writ ten and pronounced. - See

lU.Y Essay 011 the true history of this WOI'­

thy, where real facts have in a p cul ia:: de­

gree been oh cured hy fah lc.) ] II short . all

iu the village were unde r the necessity of

duiug somrthiug which l hey wou ld rat her­

have h·!'t undone, except ing Captain 000­

little, ,110 walked ,vcry morning ill 1)10

opcn street, which Iormcd the high-mal l

of our ,·illage . in a blue coat with a red

neck , and played at whist thc whole evert­

llIg, when he could make lip a party.

This happy vacu it.y of nil employment. np­

prarcd to IlIC 60 del icious , that it became

the primal) hint, w hich , accol'lling to tilt'

sy tern of Hr-lvct ius , a the minisleray,.

determined lI'y infant talents tu -ards the

proles: ion 1 was de tillPd to illu Irate.

But \\ ho, ala. call form: just estimate of

their future pro peels in this J x-eilful world!
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1 was not long en~agcd in my new profes­

sion" before I discovered, that if the indc­

pendent indolence of half-pay was a para­

dise , the officer must pass through the pnr­

gatory of duty and service in order to gain

admission to it . Captain Doolittle might

brush hi blue coat with the red neck, or

leave it unbrushed , at his pleasure; but

Ensign Clut tcrbuck had no such opt ion .

Captain Doolittle might go to bed at (en

o'clock , il he had a miud; hut the EIlSiO"Il

must ·mak.e the rounds ill his turn. ha t

was worse, the Captain' might repose u nder

the tester of his tent-bed until noon, if h e

was so pleascd , but the l~nsign, C od help

hi Ill, had to appear upon parade at peep of

day. As for dut y , I made that as eas y as

I could, had the sergeant 10 whisper to

me the word of COl imaud , and bustled

through as other folks did. or scrv ice, I saw

enough for an indolent mau-e-wn buffettcd

11p am! down the wcrld , and visited bo th

the East and ' Yest Indies , Egypt , and other

di taut places, which my youth had Scare

dreamed of. The French 1 saw, and fell

too: w itne s two finger of my right hand,

which one of their cur et! hussars took off

with his sabre as neatly as <In hospital sur-
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who left me sonic fifteen lnuulred pounds,

snugly ves led in the three pCl' ccnL.s., ga\'e

me the long-wished-for Orpol'tnn iIY of re­

tiring, with the prospect of enjoying a clean

shirt and a gninea four times a-week.

For the purpose of conuueuciug lily new

way of life, I selected for my residence the

, -illage of Kennaquhail' , III the south of

Scolland, celebraled 101' the ruins of its lIlag­

llillcClIt Mouastery , inlending there lo lead

my future life ill the otium cum dignitate of

half-pay and annuity. I was not long. 110\'\­

evcr , in making the grand discovery , that

ill order 10 enjoy leisure. it is absolutely ne­

ccssary it should be preceded by OCCH pal iou,

For some time, it was delightful to wake at

llay-break, dreaming of the rcvc illec-e-Ihcu

la recollect my happy emaucipal ion from

the slavery that doomed lIlC lo start at 11

piece of clattering parchment, turn on my

other side , damn the parad " aud go la sle 'P

again. Bnt even t hi eujoyment had its

termination; and time, wh -u it hccum« a.

tock enlinly at my 0\ n di -po al , began to

hang heavy on my hand.

I angled for two days, during which

time I lost twenty hooks, and several cores



- Xl

of yard of gut-alld-linc, mul caught 110t

even a m iunow, Hunting was out of the

qucstion, for the stomach of a horse by no
mean azrees with the hall-pay e tahlislr-" .
mcnt, \ Vheu I shot, the hcphcrds and

l)loughmcn. and my very dog . quizzed me

every timc that 1 mis ed , which was, gcne­

rally speaking, every time J fired . Besidcs,

the country gantlemcn in this quarter like

their game, and began to talk of p ro ecu ­

tions and intr-rdicts, I did not. gi\'e up fight ­

ing the French to commence a dourcst ic war

with the "pleasant mcn of Teviotuale," as

the song calls the m ; so I e'en spellt three

days (very pleasantly) in cleaning lily gu n,

and di posing it upon two hooks 0\"1'1' m y

chimuev-cp iccc,

The success of thi accidental (' rpcrirucut

set me on trying my skill in the nu-cha uica ],

art • cconlingly, J took do" 11 and dean­

ed Uly Iaudlady's cuckoo-dock, and in 0

doing, silenced that companion of the !'pring

for ever and a day. I mounted a tnrning

lathe, am!' in aUcmpting to u e it, 1 ...-ery

nearly cri~beo. ofT, with an inch-and-half

former, one of the fingers which the hussar

bad lcft me,

nooks I tried, both those of the little cir-
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culating Iihrary , and of the more rnt ional

subscription -colleetioll inai ntniucd hy th is

intellectual people. But 11 it her the l ight

reading of the one, nor the li cavy urtil ler- of

the other, suited lily purpose. r always fe ll

asleep at the fourth 01' firth page of history

or di squisition; and it took me a mouth' ,

h a rd reading to wcrle through a half-hound

trashy lIOYc!, dlll'ing which I was pestered

with applications to r e tu r n the vo lumes, hy

every half-bred milliner's miss about (own.

In short, during t he hours when all the

tow n ' besides had somctli ing to do, J had

uotlring tor it, IJUt 10 walk in 1111' church­

yard, and whistle till it was d iun cr-Limc,

During L1LPse promenades, the H uius ne-,

cessal'ily forced thr-mselv cs un my allention,

and, hy degrees, I found myself engaged in

stuuying the more minute oruam nts , and

at length th e genel al p l1l1, or this noble

struct ure. The old se: ton aided m - labours,

and ga,'o me his portion of traditional 1<;)1'("

Every day added something to my stork

of knowledge re pcctin tT the ancient state

nr the bu ill!ing; and at lon gl h I made di "­
covcries concerning th pUl'pO C of several

detached and v cr y ruinous portions of the

building , the use of which had hitherto
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been I'i ther unknown altogether, or rrone­

ously ex Plai ued .

The knowledge which I thu acquired I

had Ircqueut opportunit ies of retailing to

those isitors whom the progrc s of a • cot­

t i h tour brought tu visit thi celebrated

spot. Y it.hout encroaching on the privi-.

lege of Ill)" frieud the se. Ion , 1 became gra­

dually an assistant Ciccrouc in t hc ta k of

de criptiou ami 1' .'\ plauat.ion , and often (sec­

ing 1\ Fresh party of visitors arrive) has he

turned 0\'('1' 10 me those 10 whom he hall.
told hall' his story, with the J1allcring ob­

servation, ,,"\ Tha I needs I say ony mail'

about it '? 1'lICI'(;'8 lh c Capta iu kens mail'

aucnt i t than ] do, 01' ,'ny man ill the towu."

T hen would J salute the ::.tl'allgers courtc­

ously , and c. pat iatc to their astonished

minds IIpon CI'~ pt and chance! , and naves,

arches , Gothic and Saxou arcliitruvcs , mul-.

lions and 11)ing butlr es, Jl not infl'c­

quently happeued , that an acquaintance

which comuicuced in the abbey concluded

in the inn, which 3C1'\ ed to relieve the soli­

tude as well as the monotony of lily land­

l ady 's shoulder of muttou , whether hot,

cold, or hashed.

fly degrees my mind became enlarged'
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I found a book or two which cnlightcncd

me on the subject of Gothic architecturc,

and I read now w iI h pleasure , because 1

was interested IU what I read about, Even

my character began to dilate and expand,

I spoke with more authority at the club,

and was listened to with delercnce , because

on oue subject, at lcast, I possessed more

information than any of it members. In­

decd , I found that cveu my stories about

Egypt, which, 10 say truth, were somewhat

th-ead-bare , were 110W li teued to wi th mora

respect than Ioi-merly. "The lJaptaiu,"

they said, "bad something in him after a',
- few folk keu'd sae micklc about the Ab-

bey."
'Vith this gencral approbation waxed

my own seuce of sel l-j mportunce , and my
feeling of gcu cral comfort, I ate with

mOJ'C appet itc , 1 d igc ted with more case,

I lay do" n at ui ght w ith joy, ami lept

sound lilt llIol"lJing, w hen J arose with a

ense of busy importauce , and hied me to

m easure, to exam inc , and 10 compare thc

various parls of lhi interesting tructure

I lost all sense an d c 'lIJSCiO IlSI W ' 01' certain

unpleasant sensations of a non-descript na­

turc, about my head aud stomach , to which
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r had been in the habit of attcnding , mere

fur the benefit of the villagc apothecary

than my 'own, for the pure want of some­

thing cl () to think about , I had found out

an occupal io n unw itt.iugly , and wa happy

hcca usc 1 had something to do . In a word,

I had commenced locul nntiquai-y , and was

110t unworthy of the name.

\ Y h il rt I was il~ this plea ing career of

busy itlleness, for so it might best be call­

ed , it happened tha t I was oue night sit­

ting in my liule pruIour , adjacen t to t he

closet which my la ndlady calls my bed ­

room, in the act of prepari ng fur an early

retreat to the realms of Morphcus, Dug­

dale's l\lunasticon, borrowed Irom the Ii­

b r ar y at - , was lying on the table he­

fore me, flunked hy sorue xcelleut Cheshire

chees , (a pre ent hy the way from an ho­

nest London citizen, tu whom I had C, ' ­

plained the difrerence bctx ixt a Gothic and

a axon arcli,) and a gla ' ul Vand 'rhagen's

best ale. Thus armed at all points against

llIy old enemy Time, I "as Iei urely and de­

Iiciously pr pal'ing 101' bed -llO' reading a

line of old Dugdale-~lO\V sipping lily ale,

or munching my bread and ch -noW

undoing the strings at my breeches' knees,
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or a button or two of my wai stcoat, until

the v ill age clock should strike teu , before

which t ime I make it a rulc JI CVCL' to go to

bed. A loud knocking, howcvcr , inter­

I'upled lily ordinary process 011 this occa­

SIOn, and the voice of my honest landlord

of the Gcorge w as h eard vociferating,

",Vhat the deevil , Lrs G r iusle es , th e Cap­

tain is no in h is bed? aIIII a ge nlle ma n at

our house has ordered a fowl and minced

collops , awl a bo ttle of sherry , and has sent

to ask him to supper, to tell him 11'11 about

the Abbey."
, Ta," an swered Luck ie Gi-inslees , in the

true ' sleepy tone 01 a Scotch niat rou when

ten o'clock is going 10 slrike, "lw's no III

his bed, but l'scc warrant him no go out at

this tim e 0' n ight to keep folks siuiug up

waiting for him- the Captain's a decent

Juan."
I plailllYl p er ceived this last compliment

was made for my hearing, by way both of

indicating and of r eco mruend iug the course

of conduct "\ -h ich Irs G rinslees desired I

should pursue. But I had not heen knuck­

ed about th e wo rld for thirty .,rears and

odd, and Iived a bl ulf bachelor all the while,

to come home and be put under p etticoat
gOYCrllmellt
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governmcnt, by my landlady, Accordingly

I opened my charnber-door , and desired my

old friend David to walk up stairs.

"Captain," said he," as he entered, "T am
as glad to find you up as if I had hooked a

twenty pound saumon, There's a gentle­

man up yonder that will not sleep sound

in his bed this blessed night, unless he has

the pleasure to drink a glass of wine with

you."

"You know, Dayiu," I replied , with be
coming dignity, "that I cannot wi th pl"O­

'pl'iety go out to visit, strnngers at this time

of night, or accept of invitations from peo­

p le of whom I know nothing."

David swore a round oath, and adlled,

,,"Vas ever the like heard of? He has or­

dered a fowl ' and egg sauce, a pallcake and

minced cullops , and a bottle of sherry ­

D'ye thill~ I wad come and ask you to go

to keep C".oInpulIy with ony bit English rider,

that sup on toa ted cheese aud a cheerer

of rum-toddy? This is a gentleman eyel'Y

inch of him, and a virtuoso , a clean VIr­

tuoso-a sad-coloured stand of claiths, and

a wig like the cui-led back of a mug-ewe.

The very first question he speered was ahodt

the auld draw-brig that has been at the bot-

'" !r '
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tom of the water these twalscore yellrs - I

have seen the Iundations when we were

sticking saumon - Aud how the deev i l suit!

he ken ony thing about the auld draw-brig,

unless he we-re a virtuoso 7"
Duvid heing a v irtuoso in his own" ay,

and moreover a Iaudholder am i heritor, wa

a quali fied judge of all who frequented hi

house, and therefore I ould not avoid agaiu

tying the strings of lily knees.

"That's right, (l~plail1," vociferated Da­
vid; "you twa will be us thick as three in
a bed an' nncc ye foregathcr, I haena seen

the like 0' him my very sell siuce I saw the

great Doctor Samuel Johusou 011 his low r

through Scotlnud , whilk tower i lying ill

my back-parlour for the amusement of JIlT

guests, wi' the twa boards turn all',"

"Theu the gentleman is a scholar, Da­
yid? ,.

"I'se uphaud him a scholar," answered

David ; "hc has a black coat OD, or a brown
aue, at ony rate."

"Is he a clergy man ?,.

"I am thinking no, for he looked after

his horse's supper before he spoke 0' his aiu,"
.eplied m ine host.

"lIas he a servant? ~' dew ndsd I.

f
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grand face h e has 0' his ain, that wad gar

ouy body be willing to serve him that look

upon him,"

"And what makes him think or disturb-.

ing me? Ah, David , this has been some

of yam' chattering; you are perpetually
IH'iugiug your gnests all my shoulders , ns

if it were my business to entertain every

man vha comes to the George.'

" \Vhat the de'il wad ye hae me 11o,
Captain?' answered mjne hust; "ll geu tle-.

man lights down, and asks me 11l a mo t

earnest manner, what man of sense and

learuing there is about OU1' town, that can

tell him about the antiquities 01 the place,

and specially about the auld Abbey- re

wadna hae me tell the gentleman a lie. and

ye ken weel enough there is nacbot!y in the

town can say a reasonahle wart! about it,
be it no yoursel ", c. ccpt the bedral , and

he is as Iou as a piper by this time. 0,

says I, there's Captain Clutterbuck , that's

a yery ci il gentleman. and has liltle to do

forbye telling a' the auld cracks about the

Abbey , and dwells ju t hard Lye. Then

li ys the gentleman tu me, 11' ays he,

very ci villy , ,have the goodne i to tep to
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and say I am a stranger, who have been led

to these parts chiefly by the fame or these

Ruins, and that I would call upon him,

but the hour i late.' And mail' he said

that I have forgotten, hut I weel remember

it ended-' And, landlord, gct a bottle of

your best sherry, and supper for t\\,o ' - Ye

wadna have had me refuse to do the gen­

tleman's bidding, and me a publican?"

,,\Vell, David," said I, ,,1 wish your

virtuoso had taken a fitter hour-but as

you say he is a gcntlem:ln"-

"l'se uphaud him that-the order speak

for itsel' - a bottle of shcrry -minced col ­

lops and a fowl-that's speaking like a gen­

tleman, I trow? - That's right, Captain, but­

ton weel up, the night's raw - but the wa­

ter's clearing for a' that, we'll be on't neist

night wi' my Lord's boats , and we'll hac ill
luck if I dinna send you a kipper to relish

your ale at e'en."

In five minutes- after this dialoguc, I
found myselfj in the parlour of the Georgc,

and in the presence of the stranger,

He was a grave personage, about my own

age, (which we shall call about 11fly) , and

really I had, as my. friend David expl'c sed

.,-· - xx
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it; something in his face that inclined men
to ohlige and to serve him. Yet this ex­

pression of authority was not at all of the

cast which I have seen in the countenance

of a general of brigade, neither was the

stranger's dress at all mart ial . It consisted

of an uniform suit of r,l\-en-grey clothes,

cut iu rather an oltl-fashioued form. His

legs were defended with strong lea ther n

gambadoes , which, according to an anti­

quated contri vance , opened at the sides,

and were secured hy steel clasps. His

countenance was worn as much by toil and

ar r ow as hy age, for it intimated that he

Irad seen and endured 11l uch . Jlis address

w as sillgularly pleasing and gentleman-likc,

and the apology which he made for disturb­

ing me at such an hour, aud in such a man­

ner , was so well and handsomely expressed,

that I could not reply otherwise than by

xpressillg my willingness to be at service
to him.

"I have been a traveller to-day, sir," said

he , "amI I would willingly defer the little

I have to say till after our SUPpCl", for" hich
1 feel rather more appetizcd than u ual;"

"\Ve sate down to table, and uotwitlr­

standins the stranger's alleged appet itc , as
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well as the gentle preparation of cheese and

ale which I had already laid aboard, I really

believe that I 01 the two did the greatest

honour to my friend David's fowl awl

minced collaps.
' ,Vhen the cloth was removed, and we

had each made a tumbler of negus of that

liquor which hosts call Sherry, and guests

call Lisbon, I percei ved that the st':anger

seemed pensive, si lent, and somewhat em­

barrassed, as if he hat! somethi ng to com­

municate which he knew not well how to

introduce. To pave the way for him, I
spoke of the ancient ruins of the MOllas­
tery, and of their history. B ut , to my great

surprise , I found I had met my match .w ith

a witness. The slranger not only knew

all that I could tcl l him, but a great deal

more. and, what was still more morti lying,

he was able, by reference lo dates, charters,

and other evidence of Iacts , that, as Burn

say.s, "dOWIl:l he confutcd," to correct many

of the vague tal c w hich I had adopted 011

l oose and vulgal' tradition, a well a to con­

fute more than one uf my favourite theoric

on the subject of the old monks anrl th eir

dwellings, which I had spurted freely in all

the presum ptiou of superior information.

J
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And here I cannot hut remark, that much

of the stranger's arguments and iuductions

rested upon the authority of Ir, Deputy

Register ol Scotland, and his Iucub ra tions ;

a gentleman whose indefatigable research

into the nat ional records is like to destroy

my trade, and that of all local an tiq 118rie5.

by substituting truth instead of It>gend and

romance. Alas, I would the learned <Tcn­

tleman did but know how dillicult it is

for us dealers ill petty wares of antiquity

to -

Pluck from our rnemories a rooted ..leStnd,"

Raze out the written records of our brain,

Or cleanse our bosoms of that perilous stuff-

and so forth. I t would, I think, move 11i"
pity to t h in k how mallY old dogs he has

el to learn new tricks, how llIallY venera­

ble parrots he hath taugh 1 to sing a Hew

song, how mallY grey heads he ha addled

y vain attempts to exchange their 0\\11 old

1I111mpJimus for his HCW Sumpeimus , But

let it pass -Ilwnall4 pcrpessi SUTllus -All

changes round U', past. Ill'('. eut, aud to come ;

that which was history ycstprday becomes

fable to-day, and the truth or lo-day j

hatched into a lie by to-morrow,
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I<'inrling myself like to be overpower ed

in the llunastery, which 1 had hitherto re­

gartIetI as my citadel , 1 began, like a skilful

general, to evacuate that place of defence,

and fight my way through the adjacen t

coun try. I had recourse to my acquaint­

ance with the families and antiquities of

the neighbourhood, ground on which r thought

I might skirmish at large without its being

possible for the stranger to meet me with ad­

vantage. But I was mistaken.

The man in the iron-grey suit shared a

much more minute knowledge of these par­
ticulars than [ had the least pretcnsiou to.

He could tell the very year in which the

family of De Haga first seltled on their an­

cient barony. Tot a 'I'haue within reach but

he knew his family and connections, JIOW

mallY of his ancestors had fallell by the S\\ ortl

of the English, how many in dome tic brawl,

and how many by the hand of the executio­

ner for march-treason. Their- castles he was

acquainted with from turret to foundation­

stone; and as for the miscellaneous antiquities

scattered about the counLry, he kucw every

one of them, Irom a cromlech to a cairn. and

could give as good an accouut of each as if

he uad lived ill the time of the Dane or Druid'.
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I was now in the mortifying predicament

of one who suddenly finds himsel f a scholar

'When he came to teach, and nothing was left

for me but to pick up as much of his conver­

sation as I could , for the benefit of the next

company. I told, indeed , Allan Hamsay's

story of the .Monk and Millcr's ",Vi fe, in 01'­

der to retreat with some honour under cover

of a parting volley. H ere, however, my flank

was again turned by the eternal stranger.

"You arc pleased to be facetious. sir,c,
said he, "but you cannot be ignorant, that

thc ludicrous i icident you mentioned is the

subject of a tale much older than that of AI­
Ian Ramsay."

I nodded , unwilling to acknowledgc my
Ignornnce , though, in fact, I knew no more

what he meant than did one of my Iricnd
David's post-horses.

"I do not allude," continued my onmi­
scien t companion, _,to the curious poem pu­

blished by Pinkertou from thc Maitlaud Ma­

nuscript, called the Fryars of'Bcrwick although

it presents a vcry minute and curious pic­

ture of Scottish manners duriug the rcign of

James V.; but rather to the Italian novel is t,

by whom, so far as I know, the story was
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11 rst printed, although unquest ionabl y he first

luok. his original from some ancient [abliau.:

,,[ t is not to be dou bted," answered T,

1I0t very well uuderstandiug , however , the

proposition to which 1 gave such unqualified

assent ,
"Yet," continued my companion, <,I ques­

I ion much, had you known my situation and

professiou,. whether JOlt would have pitched

upOll this precise anecdote for my amuse­

ment.'

This observation he made in a tone of

perfect good humour. I pr-icked up my ears

at the hint, and answered as politely as I

could, that lllY ignorance of his condition and

rank. could be the ouly cause of my lmvjug

. tumbled on any thing disagreable; aud that

[ was most willing .to apologize for my umn-.

teutional ollence. so soon as I should know

w herein it consisted ,

" Tay, no offence, sir," he replied; ,,01­
Icnce eau only exist where it is taken, I have

been too long accustomed to more severe and

cruel mi con tructiou , to be offended at a

popular je -t, though directed at my profes­

sion."

"Am I to under Laud then," I answered,
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',that r am speaking with a Catholic clergy­

man ?"
"An unworthy Monk of the order of

Saint Benedict," said the stranger, "belonging
tu a community of your own countrymen,

long established in France, and scattered un­

happily hy the events of the Revolution."

"Thcn," said I, "you are a native Scots­
man, and from this neighbourhood?"

"Nol so," answered the Mouk , ,.1 am a
Scotsman by extraction only, and never was
ill this neighbourhood dnring my whole life."

" ever ill this neighbourhood, and yet so

minutely acquainted with its history, its tra­

ditions, and even its external scenery! You

surprise me, sir," I replied.

"It is not surprising," he said, ' that I
should have that sort of local information,

when it is considered, that my uncle, an ex­

cellent man, a well as a good Scotsman, the

hcad also of our religious community, e m­
ployed much of his leisure in making me ac­

quainted with these particulars; and that I

myself, disgusted with what has been pas ing

around me, have for llHllly years arnu ed my­
self, by digesting and arrall~iIlg .the various

scrap of information which I derived from
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my worthy r elative, and other aged brethren

of OUl' order,

"I presume, sir," said r, "though I would
by no means intrude the question , that you

are now returned to Scotland with a view 10

settle amongst YOlU' countrymen, since the

great political catastrophe of our time has r e-s

duced your corps?"
TO, sir," replied the Bonedictine, "such

is )'1Ot my intention. A European potentate,

who still cherishes thc Catholic faith . has of­

fered us a retreat within his dominions, w here

a few of my scattered hrethren arc already

assembled, to pray to God for blessings on

their l)rotcctor, and pardon to their enemies,

No one, I believe, will be able to object to

us under our new establislnucut, that the c. ­

tent of our revenues \\ ill be iucousistent \\ ith

our YOWS of poverty and ab tinence ; hut, let

us strive to be thankful to God, that the nare

of tcmporal abuudauce i removed from us."

"l\fany of t Y OU L' convents abroad sir,"

said r, "cnjoyed very handsome incom s ­

and yet, allowing for time. J flllC tiou if any

were better prov ided for than the Mon t -ry

of thi village. It i said to have enjoyed

nearly two thousand pound in yearly mOlley­

reut , fourteen chaldcrs and ninc bulls of
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wheat, fifty-six chalders five bolts barley,

forty-four chalders and ten bolls oats, capons

and poultry. butter, salt, carriage and arriage,

peats and kain, wool and ale."

"E\'en too much of all these temporal

goods, sir," said my companion, "which, though
well intended by the pious donors, scrv d only
to make the establishment the envy and the

prey of those by whom it was finally de-.

voured;"

"Ill the meanwhile, however," I observeu,'
" th e Monks had an easy life of it, and, as the

old soug goes,
- made gude kale

On Fridays when they fasted,

"I understand you, sil'," said the Benec
dictine; "it is dilIirult, saith the proverb, to

cany a full cup without spilling. IHjUeS­

iouably the wealth of the cornrn un itv, as it

ndallgered the safety of the establi luueut by

exciting the cupidity of othe)', wa also in

frequent instances a snare to the brcthern

themselves, And yet we have s en the reve­

nues of convents expended, not only in acts

of beneficence and hospitality to imli\'iduals,

but in works of general aud permanent ad-.

vantage to the world at large. The noble fo­

lio collection of French histo,rial.ls commenced
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in 1737, under the in pection and a t th e ex­

pense o] the community ol Saint bur, \ ill

long shew th at t.he revenues at the Benedic­

tines were not alway spent in self-indulgencc.

and that the members of that 01'0 "1' did not

uniformly slumber in sloth and indolence,

when they had dischargatl the formal dut ie

of their rule."
As 1 knew nothing earthly at the time

about th e oomunity of Saint I '!aur and their

learned labours, I could only return a mum­

bling assent to this proposition. I have since

seen this 1I0b\e work iu the library of a dis­

tinguished family, and 1 must OWI1 I am

ashamed to reflect, th at in so wealthy a coun­

try as ours, a simila r digest of our historians

sh ould not be und erta ken, under the patrollag~

of th e noble an d th e learncd , in i-ivalry of

that whieh the n l'lIl:dicti uc 01 Paris c cccutcd

at the expenee oL th eir own conv(~ntual Iun ds-
,,1 percei vc,' said thc c. - Ben edictine m i­

ling, " that. your heretical p rejudices are luo

strong to all ow us 1)0 01' br ct lu en allY In r i I,

whether litera ry 01' sp ir ttu: I.'
"Far from it, sir; ' aid I; ,.1 a ' ur 0 1\

I have been mu ch obliged to l Io nk, ill 111)

time. '''hell I was quarter ed ill a .I Iona '­

tcry in Ftanders, i ll th e am pa ign of 17 ,~,
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I never Iived m ore comfortably In my life.

They were jolly fellows the Flemish Ca ucus,

and right sorry was I to leave my guod quar­

ters, and to know that my honest hosts W LTe

to be at the mercy of the Saua-Culottes, Hut

fortune de la guerre l-

The pOOl' Bcncdictint> Iook ed down and

Was silent. I had unwittingly awaken ed a

train of bitter reflections, or r ather I had

touched somewhat rudely upon a ch or d which

eldorn ceased to v ibr-ate of itself. Rut he

'as too much accustomed to th i::l ~OITO\\ fu l

ain of ideas to sufler it to overcom e h i.u,

On my part, I hastened to atone for my blun­

der. "If there was allY obj ect of hi . jourru-y

o this country in which I could. with pro­

riety, assist him, I begged to offer hi Ill, my
best serr ices." I own I laid sorue Iitt l« elll -

hasis on the words ,,\ ith propriety , " s I

f It it would ill become me , a sound l' rutes­

taut, and a servant of government so Iar a

y half-pay Wa.5 concerned, to implicate my­

'elf ill any recruiting which my vompan iou

ight have undertaken in behalf of fun igll

eminaries, or in any similar design fur the

dvauceruent of pop ery, which, whether the

ope be actually the cld 1 d)' of a b1100 g



110, it did not become me iu; any manner to

advance or countcnance.
ly n ew frieud Irastcucd to r elieve my

i1ll1ecision. ,.1 was about to request your as- f

sistance, sir," he said, "ill a matter which

cannot but interest you as an antiquary. and, i
3 person of re search. BuL I assure you it

l'elates entirely to events and p ersons remo-

ycd to the distance of two centuries and a.

11al£. I have experienced too much evil from

the violent UIlSeLllcmenL of the country ill

which I was born, to be a rash labourer ill

the work of innovation in that of my au-

.estors."
I again assured him of my willingness to

assist him in any thing thaL was nol coutrary

to my allegiance or religion. .
"My propo al,' he replied, .,affects nei­

ther. - lay God ble s the reigning family

in Britain ! They are not, indeed, of that

uYllasty, to re tore which my ancestors strug­

gled and suff red in vain ; but the Providence

who has conducted his present Iajesty to the

throne, ha gi"en him the virtues ncccssary

to his time - firmne s ami inLrepidity - a
true love of his country, and an cnlightened

:view of the dangers by which she IS surroun-
. ded

.- XXXII
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dell. For the religion of those realms, [

ill contented to hope that the great Power,
whose mysterious dispensation has r ent them

from the bosom of the church, will, in his
own good time and manner restore them to
i ts holy pale. The efforts of an individual

obscur e and humble as myseH:, m ight well

r etard , but could never advance a work so
m igh ty." •

"May I then enquire, sir," said I, "with '
hat purpose you seek. this country?"

Ere my companion replied, he took. from
his pocket a clasped paper book, about the

siz e of a regimental order!y-book , full, as it

seemed , of memoranda; and drawing one of

the candles dose to him, (for David, in strou:

proof of his respect for the stranger, had in­

dr 1ged us with two,) he seemed to peruse
th content very earnestly.

"There is among the ruins' of the west­
ern end of the Abbey church," said he, look­
ing up tu mc, yet keeping the memorandum­

book half open, and occ sionally glancing at

i t, as if to refresh his memory, "It sort of
r ecess or chapel beneath a broken arch, and

in the immediate vicinity of one of those

shattered Gothic columns wh ich once supported

e magnificent roof? whose fall has now en ...
~ ~ .
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eumb8l'eu that part of the building , i th its

ruins."
"I think," said I, "that I know where­

abouts you are. Is there 110t in the side wall

of the chapel, or recess which you mention,

a largc carved stone , hearing a coat of arms,

which no one hitherto has been able to dc-

cyphcr? "
" ou are right," ansv ered the Benedic-

tine, and again consulting his memoranda, lie

added, "the arms on thc dexter side arc those

of Glcllllinning , being a er055 parted by a
cross i ndeuted ami couutcrchnrged of the snnic .

and on the sinister three spu rro wel s for those

of A venel: thcy arc two ancient families, noW

al most extinct in this country-the arms iarty

per pale." .

"I think," said T, "thcre is no part of

this ancient structure with which you are not

as well acquainted as was the mason who

built it . But if your information be correct,

he who made out these bearings must hav

had beller ayei than mine,'

"I [is cyes," said the Benedictine, , have

long been closed in death ~ probably when he

inspected the monument it was in a rnnr

perlect state, or he may have derived his in­

formation from the tradition 01 the place."

d
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"I a sure you," said I, "that no such tra­

dition now exists. I have made several re­

connoissances among the old people, in hopes

to learn something of the armorial bearings,

ut I never heard of such a circumstance, It

eems odd that you should have acquired it

in a foreign land."

.,These trifling particulars," he; replied,

, were formerly looked upon as more impor­

nt , and they were sanctified to the exiles

ho retained recollection of them, because

they. related to a place dear indeed to me­

mory, but which their eyes could never again

behold. It is possible, in like manner, that .

011 the Potowmuck or Susquehuna , you may
find traditions current concerning places in

England, which are utterly forgotten in the

n ighbourhood where they originated. But to

my purpose. Jn this recess, marked by the

ar norial bearings, lies buried a treasure, and

it is ill order to r'emove it that I have under­

ta cen my present journey."

"A treasure!" echoed I, in astonishment,

,.Yes," replied the Monk, " an inestima­

ble treasure, for those who know how to use
i rightly."

I own my ears did tingle a little at the

'ord treasure, aud that a handsome tilburj',
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with a neat groom in blue and scarlet livery,

having a smart cockade on his glazeu hat,

seemed as it were to glide across the room
before my eyes, while a voice, as of a crier,

pronouncell in my ear, "Captain Clullel'buck's
tilbury - drive up." But 1 resisted the devil,

and he fled from me,
"I bel ieve," said I, "all 11 idden treasure

belongs either to the king or the lord of the
soil; and as I have served his majesty, I

cannot concern myself in any adventure which
may have an end iu the Court of Exchequcl'."

"The treasure I seek, ,; said the stranger

smiling, "will not be cnvicd by; princes or
nobles,-it is simply the heart of an upright

man."
"Ah! I understand you:" I answered,

, some rei ique , forgotten in the confusion of

the Reformation. 1 know the value which
men 01 your persuasion put upon the bodies

and limbs of saints. 1 ha e seen the three'

Kings of Cologne."
"The] reliques which I seek, however,"

said the Benedictine, ,.are not preci ely oi
that nature. The excellent relati -c whom I

have already meutioned , amused his leisur
hours with putting into form the traditions

01 Iris family, particularly some remarkable

Cl
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circumstances which took pl ace about the first

breaking out of th e schism of the Church in .

Scotland, He became so much interested in

Iris own labours , that at length he resolved

that the heart of one individual , the hero of

h is tale, should rest no longer in a laud of

h eresy , now deserted by all his kindred. As

e knew wher e it was deposited, he formed

th e resolution to visit his native count ry for

th e purpose ol recovering this valu ed r el ique,

ut agC', and at length disease, interfered with

Iris resolution, and it was on hi, death-bed

that he charged me to under lake the task ill

Iris stead, The various i mporlaul ev ents which

h ave crowded upon each other , our ruin and

ur exi le, have for mauy years ohliged me

o p ostpone this delegated duty, ' Vhy, i udeed,

'ansfer the r eliques of a holy ami worthy

an to a country, where r eligion and virtue

are become the mockery of the scorner! I
h. ve now a home, which I trust may be pcr­

anent, jf any th ing in this earth can he ter­

ed so. Thither will I transport the heart

1 the good, father , and beside th shrine

'h ich it shall occupy, I will construct my

wn grave."

;,He must, indeed, have been an e cccll ent

an," replred I, "whose memory, al so dis-
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tan t a period, calls forth such strong marks

ol regard."
"lIe was, as ' you justly term . him,"

said the ecclesiastic, "indeed excellent- e. ­
ceUent in' his life and doctrine - excellent,

above all, in his self-denied and disinterested

sacrifice of all that life holds dear, to prin­

ciple and to friendshi p. But you shall read

his history, .L shall be happy at once to gra­

tify your curiosity, and to shc w my sense of

your kindness, if yOIl will have the goodness

to procure me the means of accomplishing

my object.",
I replied 10 the Benedictine, that , as the

r ubbish amongst which he proposed to search
was 110 part of the ordinary burialground,

and as I was on the hest term with the se ­
ton, I had Iittlc doubt that I Call Id procu re

him the means of executing his piou llUrpose.

'Vith this promise, we parted for the

night; and on 1he ensuing morning I made

it my business to see the se. ton, who, for a

small gratuity, readily granted permission of

search, all condition, ha ver, that he should

be present himself, tu . Cl' that tit ... stranger

removed nothing of intrinsic value,

"To banes, and sculls, and h arts, if he
can find ony, he shall be welcome," said this

guardian of the ruined Monastcry , "there'S
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ilenty a' about, an' hers curious of them , but
if there be ony picts ( meaning perhaps /lYx)

Or chalishe , or the like o] such Popish ves­

sells of gold and silver, de'il hac lUC an I

eounceve at their being removed."
The sexton also stipulated, that our re­

sear ch es should take place at night, being

u nw ill ing to excite observation, or give rrse

to scandal.
My new acquaintancc and I spent the

day as became lovers of hoar antiquity. \'Ve

visited every earlier of these magui liccut ruins

again and again duri ng the forenoon; and,
having mndo a comfortable dinner at David's,

e walked in the afternoon 10 such places in

the neighbourhood as ancient tradition or

modern conjecture had rcudercd mark-worthy.

Tigh t found us in the interior of I he ruins,

t tcnded by the se .ton , who carried a dark

la ntern , and stumbling alternately over the

gl'aves of the dead , and the fragments of that

architectur e , "which they doubt.le trusted

\ -ould have canopied their bones till doorns-

ay."
I am by no means particulacly snper ti­

t ious , and yet t here wall that in the present

service which 1 diu not very much llke.

There was something awful in the resolution
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of disturbing, at such an hour and Jl1 such 11.

place,' the still, mute sanctity of the grave.

l\fy companions were free from this impres­

sion - the stranger from his energetic desire

to execute the purpose for which he came­

and the sex ton , fro~n habitual ilHlifrerence.

They soon stood in the aisle, wh ich , by the

account of the strangar, contained the bones

of the family of Glendinning , and were bu­

sily employed in remo ving the rubbish from

a corner which the stnmger po inted out. If
a half-pay Captain could ha ve r epresented an

ancient Border-knight, 01' an ox-Boncdict iuc

of the nintcenth celltllry a wizard monk of

the sixteenth, we might have 'ap tly enough

personified the search alter Michael Scott's

lamp and book of magic power. Hut the se- ­

ton would have been del trop i ll the grouper

Ere the stranger , assisted by the sexton

111 his task, hnd been 10llg at work, they

came to some h ewn stones , which seemed to

have made part of a sm all shri ne, though no w

displaced and destroyed•

.•Let u s r emove th ese with cau tion, my

Iricud," said th e strau Cl', l e t we injure that

which I come to Beck ."

They are prime slanes,et said Ihe se ton

"picked free e "cry ane of thcm ; warss

tha
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than the best wad never serve . the :Monk~,

l'se warrant."
A minute alter he had made this ohser­

vatiou, he exclaimed, .,1 hac fund somcthing

now that stands again the spade, as if it were

neither earth nul' stane"

The stran£cr stooped cagerly to as. ist him.

"N"<1, na, hail 0' my ain," said the sextou ;

"uae halves or quarters!" - and he lifted

from amongst th e ruins a small leaden box,

"You will he disappointed, my frieud,'!

said the Bcncoietinc, :.i f you expect any thing

there but the mouldering dust of a human

heart, closed in an inner case of porphyry."

_ I interposed as a neutral IJurly, ami ta­

king the box from the se. ton, reminded him

that if there were trea ure conceal ed in it,

still it could 1I0t bec ome the properly of the
I

finder, I then proposed , that as the place wa

00 dark tu ~xa lll ine the contents 01 the lea­

den casket, w e shoul d a djo urn to David's,

vhere we might have advantnge of light and

fire wh ile carrying on our i u ve tigatiou. '1'111:
stranger re quested us to go before, assuring

us that he would follow in a few mi nutes.

I fancy that old Mattocks usp cct cd these

re,,: minute mig It he employeu in ellccring

furth er d iscoveries amongst the tombs, for he
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the Benedictine's motions, hut }ll'cslmtly re- ' )

tur-ned, and told me in n whisper, that "the whl

gentleman was on his knees among the cauld t le

staues, praying Lke ony saunt," 01
I stole back, and beheld the old man ac- d

tually employed as Mattocks had informed a tl

me. The lauguage seemed lo hc Latin ; and t o ,

as the whispered, yet solemn ' accent, glided h e

away' through the ruined aisles, I could not tlia

help rcIlecliug how long it was siucc : they e

ha d heard the forms of that rcl igiou, for the A b

c cercise of which they had been reared at cm:

such cost of time, taste, labour, and expeucc.

"Come away, come away," said I; "let us

Ieave him to himself, Mattocks, this is )10

business o] ours."

~, ~ 1y "'cr les, 1l0, Captain," said' Iatlocks;

"nc·crthel. s , it winua be am iss lo keep an

c'e on him. ].Iy father, rr-st hi saul, \ as a

horse-couper, and u ed to a.: he never was

cheatr-d in a uaig in his life, saving by a

we t- unlry htch fra ilmarnock , that

said a 'Trace ower a dram 0' whisky. Bul thi,

geullelllan will be a Roman, I'se warraut,"

,,\ on are perfectly l -i ht 111 that, Saun­

d~r.;," said J,

,~Ay, I hae seen t vo or three of their
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riests that w er e chaceu ower here some scor e

• years 'syne. They just danced like mad

w h en thcy looked on the friars' heads . an d

t le nuus' heads, in the cloister yonder; they

to ok to them like auld acquaintance like.

d, he is not stirring yet, mail' than he were

a tlu-ough-xrane I '" I never kcnu'd a Roman,

to say kenu'd him, hut ane - mail' by token ,

h e was the ouly aue ill the town to ken, and

hat was auld J ock of the Peud, It wad hae

b een laug ere ye fand [Jock p ray iu g in the

A bbey in a th ick night, w i' his knees on a

cauld stanc, Jock liket a k irk wi' a chiuiley

in' t. Mony a merry ploy I h ea hall wi' him

own at the inn youder ; and when he die d

ecently, 1 wad hac carded him! but, or I gat

h is gra\'e wcel howkit , some of the quality,

th a t were o' his ain uphappy persua 'i01:, ha d

le corpse whirried away up the water. and

h ur ied him after their ain pleasure dou it.less

they kennd best. I wad hae made nae

reat charge, I \\ adna hac excised Johuie,

dead or alive. - Stay, SiC the strange gent­

lem a n is coming."

"Hold the lantern, to assist him, .laL-

• A tombstone.



x: C\.;...1v

tocks," :said I. - "This is rough walking,

air, "

"Yes," replied the Benedictine; "T may
say with a poet, who is doubtless familiar to

you" -
" Tshould be surprised if he were," thought

I internally.

The stranger continued:

"Saint Francis be my speed! how oft to-night

Have my oId feet stumbled at graves."

~,\V!} are now clear of th e churchyard,"

said I, "and have but a short walk to David's,
where I hope we shall find a cheerful fire to

enliven us after our night's work."
,,,re,entered, accordingly, the little. par­

lour; into which Mattocks was also about to

lJUsh himself with sullicicnt effrontery, wheu

David, with a most astounding oath, expel­

led him by head and shoulders, d-ning his

curiosity, that would not let gentlemen be

private in their own inn. Apparently mine

host considered his own presence as no in­

trusion, for he crowded up to the table on
which I had laid down the leaden 1>0. ' . It

was frail and wasted, as might be gucssed,

from having lain so many years in the ground,

On opening it, we found dCI,J0sited within, a
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ase made of porph y ry , as th e stranger had

nnounced to us .
,,1 fancy," he said, ..gentlemen, your cu ­

r iosity will not be satisfied, perhaps I should

y that your suspicions will not be removed,

unless 1 undo this casket; yet it only con­

t ins the mouldering remains of a heart once

the seat of the noblest th ough ts."

He undid the box with great caution; but

t e shrivelled substance which it contained

bo re now no resemblance to what it might

on ce have been, the means used to preserv

it having been ap parently unequal to preserve

its shape and col our, although they were ade ­

quate to prevent its total decay. ' Ve Were'

qu ite satisfied, notwithstanding, that it was •

... hat the stranger asserted, the remains of a
hu m an heart; and David readily promised

is influence ill the village, which was al­
m ost co-ordinate with that of the Baillie him­

self, to silence all idle rumours. He was, mo­

reover , pleased to favour us with his company

t supper; and having taken the lion's share

of two bottles of sherry, he not only sane-

ioned with his plenary authority the stran-.

er's removal of the heart, but, I believe,

·ould have authorized the removal of the

t\.bbey. itself, but that it happens considerably
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to advantage the worthy publican's own cu­

stom.
The object of the Benedictine's visit to 1

the land of his for efathers being now accom­

plished, he announced his intention ol dcpar-

ting carly ill th e eusuiug day but requested

my company to breakfast with him before

his departure. 1 came accordingly, and when

wc had finished all I' morning's meal, the pr-iest

took me apart, am], pul li ng {ram his pocket

a large bundle of pupel's, he put them into

my hands. "Thcse;' said he, "Captain Clut­

rerbuck, arc gennine Memoirs of the sixteent h

centur-y, and exhibit in a siugular, and, as I

think, an intercsting point of view, the man-

ners of that period. J am induced to believe

that their publication will not be an unaccep-

table present to the British public; and I wil­

lingly make over 10 yOll any profit that may

accrue from such a trau action."

1 stared a little at this annunciation, and

ob erved, that the ha nd seemed too modern

for the date he assigned to the manu ' ript,

, Do not mistake me , sir," aid the Ben ­

dictiue ; I did not mean to ay the Icmoir

were \ ritten ill the sixteenth century, hut

only, that they were compiled from authentic

materials of that period , but written ill th
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taste and language of the present day. M y

mcle commenced this book; and I, partly to

impro ve my babit of English composition,

p ar tly to divert melancholy thoughts, amused

y leisure hours with continuing and con ­

cl uding it . You will see the l'erioll of th e

tor y where m y uncle leaves on' his narrative,

d I commence mine. In fact, they relate i ll

a great measure to different persons, as well

to a dillerent period."
R etaining the papers in my hand, I p ro ­

ceeded so state to h im my doubts, whether, as

a good P r otesta n t, I could undertake or supe­

rintcnd a publication written propablj in the

sp iri t of Popery. .

"You will find ," h e said, ,,110 matter 01'

ntroversy in these "heels, nor any senti ­

m ents sta ted, with which, I trus t, the good i
al persuasions will not be willing to join. I
rem embered I wail writing for a land unhap­

p ily divided from the Catholic faith. and [

have taken care to say nothi . g which, justly

interp reted, could gi ye ground for accus iu

m e of partiality. But if. upon collating my

n rrative with the proofs to which I I'ern '

y ou- for JOu "vill find copies or many of

e orj ~ j ll al papeI6 in that parcl·I - you are

of op inion that I h ave beeu part al, to my
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own faith, I freely give you leave to correct

my errors in that respect. J own, however,

I am not conscious of this defect, and have
rather to fear that the Catholics may be ,of

opinion, that I have mentioned circumstances

respecting the decay of discipl ine which pre­

ced ed, and partly occasioned, the great schism

called hy you the Reformation, over whie!1 I

ought to have drawn a v eil, And indeed. this

is one reason W]IY I chusc the papers should

~ppear ill a fOl'{:igu laud, and pass to the press

through the hands of' a stranger."

'I'o this J had nothing tu reply, unless to

object my own incoru peteucy to the task the

goou father was desirou to impose .upon me.

011 this subject he was pleased to say mare,

fear, than his know ledge of me fully war­

ranted - more, at ,my rate, than my mode­

sty will perm it m e tu record. At length he

ended, with alkisiug /lIC, if I continued to

feel the dillidencc which 1 slated, to apply to

some veteran of literature. whose expcrienc

might supply my deficiencies. Upon these

terms we parted , with mutual expres ions

of regard, and I ha YC never since heard of

him.

After several attempts to peruse the qui­

res of paper thus singularly conferred on me,
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n which I was interrupted by the most in­

x pl icahlc fits of yawning, I at length, in a.

sor t of despair, eomuuicated them to our v il­

lage club, from whom they found a mure fa ­

ourahle reception than the unlucky coufoc-

ation of my nerves had been able to afford

th em . They unanimously pronounced the

, ork to be exceedingly good, and as ured

m e I would be guilty of the greatest possible

i jury to our nourishing village, i~ I should

su ppress what threw such an interesting and

radian t light upon the history of the ancient

M onas ter y of Saint M a i-y,

At length, by dint of listening to their

op ini on , I became dubious of my own; an d

in deed, when I heard passages read forth by:

le sonorous voice of our worthy pastor, I

'as scarce more tired than I have felt myself

some of his 0,n1 sermons. Such, and so

g 'eat is the difference betwixt reading a thing

one's self, making toilsome way through all

le dilliculties of manuscript, and, as the man

ys in the play, "having the same read to

ou," - it is positively like being wafted

vel' a creek. in a boat, or wading through it

n YOUl' feet, with the mud up to your nees,

till, however, there remained the great diffi ­

nlt1 of finding some one who could act.. .. .. ..
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ditor, corrector at once of the press and of

the language, which, according lo the school­

master, was absolutely necessary,
Since the trees walk d Iur h to chuse

themselves a king, never was all honour so

bandied about. The nu-son would not leave

the quiet 01. his chit ueY-COI'uel' - the bail­

lie pleaded the digui ty of his situation, ami

the approach of the great annual fail', as rea­

sons against going to Edinburgh lo make ar­

raugements for printing the Benedictine's Ma­

nuscript. The schoolmaster alone seemed of

malleable stuff; and, de iron perha ps of CUlU·

latillg the fame of Jedediah Cleishot.ham, ev ill­

ced a wish to undertake this momentous corn-

issiou, But a ren onstrance Iro m three opu­

lent farmers, whose SOil he had at hed, board

and schooling, for t venty pounds per annum a­

head, came like a fro t 0 er the blo SOUl ol.

his literary ambition, and he was compelled

to dedi ne the service.

In these circum tane 11' apply to

ou, by the ad ice of our little council 01.
war, nothing d ubting you will not be dis­

inclined to take the duty upon 'you, as it i

much COlllIC led with that in which you have

di tinguished yourscl hat I requ est i,

that you ill r vi ", or rather revi e and
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orrect the enclosed packet, and prepare it

for the press, by such alterations, additions,

a nd curtailments, as you think necessary.

F orgive lily hinting to you , that the deepest

It lUay be exhausted, - the hest corps of

gl'em~d i e l's , as our general of brigade expres-

ed himself, may be used up. A few hints

can do you no harm; and fa l ' the prize-ma­

n y, let the battle be first won, and it shall be

par ted at drum head. I hope yon will take

llo th ing amiss that I have said, I am a plain
sold ier , and Iitt le accustomed to compliments.

I may add, that I should be well contented,

to march in the front with you - that is,

to put my name with your's on the title­

p get I have the llOJ1oUL' to be,

S IR,

Your unknown bumble Servant,

CUTHBERT CLUTTERBUCK.

V ea OP KI!.NNAQUH la,

- oJ April 18-

rh• .Author of ..1f7averley,'· etc; }
care of frlr John Dal1antyne,
1£JnOIJM' Strlet. EdinburGh.
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ANSVVER

lIV

"THE AUTHOR OF 'VAVERLEY,'

TO TilE

FOREGOING LETTER

CAPTAI CLUTTEnnUCK.

DEAR CAPTAIN,

Do not admire, that, notwithstanding the d" ­

tance and ceremony of your address, I return
an answer in the terms of familiarity. The

truth is, your origin and native country nr
better known to me than even to your 'elf.

You derive your r~spcctablc parentage, if I
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am not greatly mistaken', from a land which

has afforded much pleasure, as well as profit,

to those who have traded to it succes fully. I

mean that part of the terra in eognita which
is called the province of topia, It producti .

ons , though censured by man y (aud some

who use t a and tobacco without scruple) as

idle and! unsubstantial luxur ies, have never­

theless, like many other lu curies , a general

acceptati ou , and are secretly enjoyed even by
those who express the greatest scorn and dis­

like of them in public. ~rllC dram-drinker is

o ften the first to he shocked at the smell of

spirits - i t is nsual to hear old maideuladie

declaim against scandal-the private book-ca­

ses of SOJlIC grave-seemi ng men would not

brook decent eyes - and JUany, I say not of

the wise and learned, hilt of those m ost aux i-,

ous to seem such, when the spring-lock of
their library is drawu, thei r v elvet c.ap pulled

over their cars, their steps in inuated into

their turkey slippers, are to be fo und , w ere

their retreat s sudden] y intruded upon, busily

~lJgaged w ith the Iast new novel.

I have said , the tr uIy wise and learned

disdain these shifts, a nd w ill op en the sa id

novel as openly as they would the lid of their-
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snun'-lo,'. I will only quote one inslanc

tllOugh 1 know a hundred- Diu you knov

the celebrated 'Watt of Birmingham. llptain

Cluuerbuck? I believe not , 11 ough. from

~'hat I am about to stale, he would not have

failed to have sought an acql1ailllam'~ vil h

)'on. It was only once my fortllll(, to meet

him, whether in body or in spirit it matter

not. There were as etubleu about hall a core

of our Torthern Lights, who had got amongst

them, Heaven knows how, a well-kllo\ ' 11

chal'acler of your cOllutry, Jr-dediah ('lcishho­

tham. This worthy person, having (0111' to
Edinbm'gh during the lnisunns Y<lcalion, hall

become a sort of lion in the pIa .. , alld "as
led in leash from house to [rouse alone with'

the gnis nrd , the stonc-catel', and (1 !JI'I' amu­

sements of the sea on, which ,.e hihit their

unparelleled feats lo pri\'ate lamily-partie , if

required." AriliJ 1 thi company stood J: Ir
Watt , the man whose geniui> discovered th

means of multipl iug our national r, 0111" S

to a degree perhap veu beyond hi 0 n, tu­
pendous powers of calculation and comhination ;

bringing the trea ur s of the aby s to the

~ummit of the m th - gi\'ing thc rl -ble ann

of man the momentum of nil Afrite -com-



The kinS said sail.
But the wind laid no.

• ) Note by Captain Clutterbuck ,
Probably the ingenious author alludes to the natio­

nal adage ;

Iso a land-surveyor thin I

tr \<Vau' ImproY men on
Our schoolmaster (who i

this whole pas 'aGe refers to
the team-engine,

manding manufaclure's to an se , as t.he roll of

the prophet produced \ -.,1"I' . in the d ~ .ert,

affording the m eans of dispcu. ing \ -i t.h that

time and tide which \ -a it [or no man, and of

sailing without that wino which defied the

command and threats of X erxe him elf.")
This putent command r of the el c'ment -tlli

abridgel' of time and space - this mU<Tician,

whose cloudy mnchiuery Ita ' pnJl]uccd a change

on the world, the ell'l'l'ls of w h ich, e. "h'aol'lIi­

nary as they are, arc perhaps only now I> ­
ginnillg to he felt-was not only the most.

profound 11111 u of scie ucc , t he most succes ful

cOIl11>inPl' of powers and calculutvr of I1U1111>er ,

a adapted to ]1mcl ical purposes. - was not

only one of the lllo~tgencntll "ell-informed,

_ but one of the best and kiudest of huroau

beings.
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There he stood, snrrounded by the 1ita

band 1 have mentioned of 1 -r-urtheru Iiterati,

men 1I0t les tenaciou I generally speak in fT ,

of their own fame and t hr-ir 0\\ u opinion I

than the national regiments are snppos d to

be jealous of the high character which they

have won upon service. Methinks I yet ee

and hem' what I shall never see or hear again.

In his eighty-fifth year. the alert, kind. bene­

volent old lIIan, had 11 i attention at every

one's question, his information at e\'ery one's

command, His talents and fancy 0 erllowcd

on e\'cry subject. Onc gentleman wa a deep

philologist,- he talked with him on the ori­

gin of the alphabet as if he had been coeval

with Cadmns; another a celebrated critic.­

YOll would have said the old mau had studi -d

political economy and bellcs-Icttro all hi

life,-of science it is unuece . ary to S p t:<l , it

was his own di tingu ihed \\ alk, Ami yet,

Captain Clutterbuck , when he poke with

your countryman Jcdediali Cleishbothalll l you

would have sworn he had been coeval \ ith

Clavcrse and Hurley \ ' ilh the pe\' ccutors

and pers ecuted. and could number e\'ery shot

the dragoons had fired at th Iugitivo coven­

anters. In fact, we discovered that 110 nov cl
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of the least celebrity c caped his perusal. and

that the gifted JUan of science was as much

add ict cd to the production of your .native

couuu-y , (the land of Utopia afore aid j ) in

other words, as shameless and obstinate a pe­

ruser of HOVelS as if he had becn a very

milliner's apprenticc of eightecn. I know

little apology for troubling you with these

things, excepting the desire to commemorate

a delightful evening. and a wish to encourage

ou to shake on' that modest dif fidence which

makes you ufraid or being supposed counected

with the fairy-laud of delusive fiction. I will

r equi te your tag of verse, from IIoracc him­

self, with a }larapl~rnsc fur YOllr own use,

my dear Captain, and for that of yoUt' coun­

try club, excepting in r vereuce the clergy­

man ami schoolmaster: -

Se sit ancillae tl bi oJllor pudcri , etc,

Take thou no scorn,

Of ficu on born,

Yair fiction' muse to woo j

Old Homer's theme

Was but a dream,

Himself a Iicuon too.

Having told you your country, J mu L

ne: t, lIly deal' Captain Clutt.erbuck, ID ce free
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to mcn l.iou to you ' OU1' own immediate de.~­

cent. You are not to suppose YOllr land of

}lrooigies so littlc known to us as YOI11' ca­

reful concealment of y UUI' urigin w ou ld seem

to imply. But you have it in common with

many ot your country , ' tudiou ly and ;J.uxi­

ously to hide your connection with it. There

is this difference, indeed, betwixt y our coun­

trymen and those of our more material world,
that many of the most e ·I.i r iable of y011rs,

such as an old Highland g ntl man ea lled 0 5­

sinn, a monk of Bristol call ed Ro\\ Icy, and

others, arc inclined 1.0 pass thelllseh'c' as de­
nizens of the laud of real ity , whereas most

of our fell owcitizens who den y t hci r cou nt ry

are such IlS th at couutry wonld he \'c ry wil ­

ling to dis claim. The esp ecial circu iu tan .es

you mention relating to your life and servi­

ces , impost: 1I0t upon U '. \Vc know the ver­

satility of the un subst ;;.ntial sp ecies to which

you belong permits th em to a ' iume all man­

ner of d isguises; we hav e seen them appal' l­

led in the caftan of a Pers ian and thc silk en

robe ol a Chine e, ~ and are prepared 10 1I-

• See "The Persian Letter ," and "The Citizen of the

World."



- LIX -

peet their real character under every disguise­

But how can we he ignorant of yonr coun­

try and manners, or deceived by the e\'asiol'ls

of its inhabitants, when the voyagps of disco­

very which have been m.ade 10 it rival in

numhcr tuo: c recorded by Purchas or by

lIackluyl? '* Ami 10 'hew the kill and pcr­

se er-ance of your navigatol's and Iravell"'I',

we have only to name Siudhad, Aboulfouaris,

nnd Robinson ('rusoe. The e were the men

for uiscoveries. Could we have sent Captain

Greenland to look out for the north-we 'L pa ­

sllge, or PeLer wuu», to examiue Ballin's

Ba y, what discoveries might we not have ex­

pecLed! But there arc fcals, ami these both

numerous and extraordinary, performed hy

the inhabitants of your counu-y , which we

read without once attempting to emulate,

I \\ ander from my purpose, whi ch was

to as ure you, th at I know you as well as

the mother who did not h -a r you, for 1 Iac­

DufPs p eculiarity st icks to your \ 'Ro le race.

You are not b01'11 of woman, u nle 's, indeed

in that fizurative sen e, in which the celebra­

led Macia Edgeworth may be termed mother
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of the finest family 111 England. You 11e­

long, sir, to the Editors of the land of FI op ia

a sort of persons for whom I have the high­

est esteem. How is it pos .ible it should be

otherwise, when you reckon among your cor­

poration the sage Cid Hamet Bcnengeli, the

short-faced president ol the pectator', club,

poor Ben Silton, and many others, who hay

acted as gen tlemcn ushers to works whioh

have chased our heavie t , and added wing»

to our lightest hours,

What I have remarked as peculiar to

Editors of the class in which [ venture 10

enrol you, is the happy combination ol for­

tuitous circurn. Lances which usually pi I you

in possession of the W OI' ~~ which YOII ha'

the goodnc;.· tll briua i n to puhlic nolle. On

walks on the sea-shore, and a wave ca -I all

land a small cylindrical trun - 01' ea .ket , C011­

taining a manuscrt pt much domag cl with ea­

water, which is with dillicult y cl cy ph red,

nud so forth, * A noher step into a chaud­

bu 's shop to purch I" a POIJUU of butter , and

behold! the waste - paper on which it i 1, id

.) ee the History of Autorn thes,
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IS the manuscript of a cabalist. *) A third is

30 fortunate as to obtain from a woman who

lets lodgings, the curious contents of an anti­

que bureau , the property 01 a decea sed led­

gel'. ~9) All th e..e Hr c rtainly possible oc­

currences' 'bu I know not how, th y seldom

occur to any Ed itors save those of your coun­

try. At least I can answer for llIy elf, that

iu my solitary walks by the ea, I never saw

it cast ashore any thing but dulse and tangle,

and now and then a deceased star-flsh ; my

landlady never presented me with any manu­

script save her cursed bill; and the most in­

teresting of my discoveries in the way of

waste-paper, 'was finding a favourite passage

of one of my own no v els wrapt round ail

ounce of sn uff. No, Captaiu , the Iunds from

which I ha ve drav n my power or amusing

the public, have been bought otherwi e th 11

by fortuitous adventure. I have buried my-

elf in libraries, to extract from t le nonsense

of ancient days new nonsense of my own.

I have turned over volumes, \\ hich, from the

.) AdveDsures of a Gu inea.

H) Adventuzu of an Atom.
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From my research the boldest spider fled.

And moths, retre ung, tr mbled as 1 r~3d.

• See Southey', Ballad OD the 10UO& M n ho r ad 1Il

a Con:uror', Book

From this learned cpulchr 1 l:llIcrgcd

like the Magician in Ihe Per ian T.lcs from

his t\\'cI\'CIlIOl\lh'~ re~iuellce in the 1lI0ulltain,

nut like him to soar 0 er the head of the

multitude, but to mingl III their cro vd , aud

to elbow amongst the throug , mak.ing my
way from the hiuhest 0 iety lo the lowest,

unuergoing the scorn, or, what i harder to

brook, the patrouixing oude cen ion of the

oue, and enduring the vulgar 1"- miliarilY 01
the other, -ami all, you \\' ill a', lor , hat?

-to collect materials Ior one of tho manu­

scripts with , hich mere chance 0 olten ac-

pal-hooks I was obliged to Jlll') pher, lIIighl

ha -e been the cabal i lie 111.11111 Cl i pLS of ('01'­

uclius Agrippa , although I never 'I v ..Ill
do or open and tile de iL come in,"" But all

the domestic inhabitants of the Iibrarie

were disturbed by the veheUlence of Ill)' :.tu-

dies; -
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commodate )'onr countrymen; in o th er words,

to write a successful llovd.-" 0, Athenians,

how hard to labour to deserve )'our p),.ti. e ~ "

I m ight stop h ere. my dear Clutterbuc ';

it would have a touching effect. and the <I i r

of proper deference to (lLU' dear Public. B It

1 will 1101 be Ial se wit h yOll - (though fab.·­

hood j -c. 'cuse the ob ervat ion s-s the curren t

coin of your ('ouutl'y, the truth is. I have

studied nd lived for the pm'po e of gratifying

my own time; and though the r es u lt has been,

that, in one shap e or other , I Inn e been fl"e­

quently before the Public, perhaps more fre­

quently than prudence warrautcd , yet I can­

not claim from them the Iavour due to t!!I0se

who have dedicated their ease and Ieisu r e to

the improvement and enteru iunu-nt or oUllcl .

Having communicat ed thus Irce ly with

you, my dear Captain, it follow , of cour •

that I will gratefully accept of ) our 011 Imu­

nication, which, a your Benedictine ou.' -rved

divides itself both by subject, manner, and

age, into two part . But I . m sorry I cannot

grati fy your literary ambi lion, by u lleiiu

yom' name to appeal' upon tile tille-p:tgl"; and

I vill candidly tell you the rea on.

'The Editor Ql you!'. country are CJ f uch
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n soft and passive disposition, that they have

frequcntly done themselves grcat di <Trace by

giving up the coadjutors \\ ho llrst brought

them into public notice a IIII puhlic Favour,

and sulrt:riug thci r name' to be used by thos

quacks and impostors who live upon the idea

of others. Thus I shame to tell how the sage

Cid Haruet Benengcli was induced hy one

Juan Avellaneda Lo play the Turk with the

Ingenious 'I iguel Cervantes, and to publish a

second part of the adventure of his hero the

renowned Don Qui. ote , ,\ ithout the 1I0\\'­

ledge or co-operation of his priu ipal afore­

said. It j true, the rahinu sage roturucd to

his allegiance, and thereafter calliposed a ge­

nuine coutiuuatiou of the Knight of La

Mancha, in which the said Avellaueda of

Tnnlesillas is severely chasti .ed, For in this

you pseuuo-editors resemble the juggler's dis­

ciplined ape, to which a sly old Scotsman li­
kened Jarues T., "if you have Juckoo in your

hand , you can make him bite me; if I have

Jackoo iu In hand, I call mak him hit you."

Yet, notw i thstauding the amende honorabls

thus made hy Cid I billet Benengcli, hi tem­

poral''' dc1ccLion did not the le . occa ion the

dec ase of the ingenious Hidalgo Don Qui. ate,
if
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if he' can Le said to die , \\ hose rneruoi y is
immol'tal. Cervantes put him to death, Iest

he should again fall ~Ilto II:Hl ilalllls. Awful,

yet j list COlise'!ucnce of Uid Hamet's detection!

To quot a more modern and much less

important instance. I am sorry to observe

my old acquaintance Jedediah Clei hbotham

has 111i behaved himself so far as to desert his

original patroll, and set up for him elf. I am
",-l'raid the poor pedagogue will take little by
his new allies, unless the pleasure of enter­

taining the puhlic , and, for aught I know,

the gentlemen of the 10lig robe, with disputes

about his identity.") Observe, therefore, Cap-

.) i am since more correctly informed, that Mr Cleish­
botham died some months since at Ganderclcugh, and

tIlat the penon as umiuG his name is an impostor.

The real Jcdediah made a most chrisuan nd cdifyinS
end , and, a9 1 am cr ediLly informed, h:Aving sent for
a Cameronian clergyman when he was in extremis»

,"vas 10 fortunate as to conv ince the flood man, that,
after all , he had no wrsh to br ing down on the

s caltered r emnant of Mou nt ain fol ks. "the bonnets
(If Bonny Dundce." Hard th at the peculators ill

IJrint and paper will not allow a good m~ t ust
. w.l Wo his ,rava :!!

•• 0
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taiu Clutterbuck, that, wise by these gr at

examples, I receive you as a partner, but a

sleeping partner only. As I give you no title

to employ or use the firm of the copartnery

we are about to form, I will announce my

property in my title-page, and put my OW11

mark on my own chattels, which the attorney

tells me win be a crime to counterfeit , as

much as it would to imitate the autograph of

any other enrpiric - a crime amounting, as

advertisements upon little vials assure u , to

nothing short of felony. If, therefore, my dear

friend, your name should hereafter appear in

any title page without mine, readers will

know what to think of you. I scorn to use •

either arguments or threats; but you cannot

but be sell ible, that, as you owe your literary

existence to me on the one hand, so, on the

other, your very all i at my di posal. I can

at pleasure cut elf your annuity, strike your

Dame from the hall-pay tabli lunent , nay

actually put you to death, without being an -

erable to anyone. These are plain words

to a gentleman who h:u served through the

whole war; but, I am aware , you ill ta e
nothing amiss at my hands,

AuI now, my good. sir, le 1\ ddress
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ourselves to our task, ami arrange as we best
can the ' manuscript of your Beuedic ;HC, so

as to uit the taste of this critical agc. rOll.

will find I have made very liberal use of his

permission, to alter whatever seemed too fa­

vourable to the Church of Rome , which I

abominate, were it but for her fasts and PCIl-

ance,

Our reader is doubtless impatient, and

we must own, with John Bunyan,

We have too long detained him in the porch.

And kept him from rhe sunshine with a torch.

Adieu, therefore, my dear Captain-remember

me respectfully to the parson, the schoolma­

ster, and the bai llie, and all Iricnds of the

happy club in the village of Keuuaquhair, I
have nCVCl" secn, and never will see one ot

their faces; and notwithstanding, I believe

that as yet I am better acquainted wi th them

than any man who lives. - I will soon lll­

troduce you to my jocund friend 1L' John

Ballantyne of Trinity-Grove, whom ),ou will

find warm from his match at single-stick

with a brother publisher. Peace to their

differences! It is a wrathful trade j , and the
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• ,I irrisable genus comprehends the bookselling

as well as the book-writing ped.e - Once
more adieu:



Olel Pia),.

MO :TASTERY.

CIIAPTER I.

o aye! the Monks, the Monks they did the mischiet,
Theirs a:1 the grossness, all the superstlllOn
Of a mo st gr a s' and su per sti t ious 3Se -
May HE he pr aised that sent the healthful tempest,
Anll scatt er ed all th ese pestd.ntl.l vapours!
Rut that we owed them all to yonder Harlot
Throned 011 the seven hills wn h her Clip of sold,
I wrl ] as '0011 believe, w rt h k ind xrr R(l~er,
That olal :'>1011 Wlnlc took wins with cat and brocrnstic ,
And raised the last ~n6ht's thunder.

Tnr. vilbge described in the Benl'dictine'~ ma­
nu cript hy the name of Kt:nnaquhllir, bears the
same Celtic termination which occur in 'Tra-
quhair, Caquhair, and o iber compound, 1L
Iearned Chalmer derives this word Quhair, from
the winding course of the tream . a definition
which coincides in a remark.able degree w it h the
serpentine turns of the ri ver '1\ eed near the vil­
Iase of which we speak. It ha been long f ­
mous for the 11lenrlid Iona t ry of Suint [\1 r)',
founded hy David the First of Scotland, in whos

TUE MOliAST1nr, "OL, I, 1

TI-IE
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reign :m d in the same county were formed tL
no less splendid estublis lnnen 5 of Ivlclrose , J~d·

burgh, and I ~I o. I he donnricns of land with
which the hing cndo\ "cd the-e wt'althy Frat.erni­
t.ies procured him from the j.\' l on k i~h historian'
the ei'i thet of ::'aint, and from one of his irnpo­
veri sllf:n desccmlaute the splenetic ceu sure, "lh t
he had I een a sore aint for the Crown."

It seems probable notwithstanding, that Da­
vid, who was a wise as well as a pious mo­
narch, was not moved solely hy religious mot.i­
ves to those great act s of munificence to the
ch ur ch. hut annexed po lit icnl view to hi, pious
generosity. Hi, 1'05 es ion." in Northumberland
and Cumberland became precarious after the loss
of the fialllc of the Standard ; and ince the corn­

Jlurativcly fertile valley of 1 eviotdale \ as likely
to become the Iront.ier of his kingdom, it is pro­
'Lahh he wished to ecure at least a part of the- •
se valuable 1!0~ es iions hy lllacing them in the
hands of the Monks, whose property wa for a
long time re p-cted , even amid t the rage of a
frontier war. In thi manner alone li.ul the ling
some chance of insuring protection and securit.
to the culti vat.ors of the soil; and, in L ICl , for
several ages the }losse ion of these Abh ie \ ·.ore
each a sort of Goshen, en iO) ing th e calm light
of 'Peace and im munity , w lu le t he re t of the
coul.tr), occupi ..d bv wi lrl clan and maraufllUg
ba rons, W:I . one dal k scene of confu ion, blood,
and uru emitted OU I rage.

But these inunu ni t ie .lid not continue down
to the union of the crown. Long before that
period the wars betwixt c.lIgland and cotlsnd
bad lost their original character of international
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hostilities, and had become on the part of the
English a war of subjugation, on that of the
Scots a d esperate and infuriated defcnce of their
liberties. This introduced on both side a degree
of fury and animosity unknown to the earlier Jle­
riod of their history ; and as religious scruples
soon gave way to national hatred spurred hy a
love of plunder, the patrimony of the Church
w a no longer sacred Irom il}cursions on either
side. Still, however, the tenants and vas als of
the great Abhies had many ad van ages over those
of the by barons , who were harassed hy con­
stant military duty, until they became desperate,
ana lost all rel ish for the arts of peace. The vas­
sals of the church, on the other hand, were only
Iiable to be called to anus 'on general occasions,
and at other times were l'ermitted in comparative
quiet to possess their farms anrl feu.! .· They of
course exhibited superior skill in every thing that
related to the cultivation of the soil, and were
therefore hoth wealthier and better informed than
th c military retainers of the restless chiefs and
nobl es in their neighbourhood.

'[ he residence of these church vassals was
usually in a mall v iIIage or hamlet , where, for
the sake of mutual aid end prntecti n, SO I11C thir­
ty or forty families dwelt t ogether. This WlIS

• Small possessIon conferred upon ,. ssals and their
heirs, h eld lor a small quit-rent, or a moJerat e propor­
tion of the produce, Thrs was a favouru e m m ncr , hy
which the ch urchmen peopled the patnmonv of their
convents; and many descendants of li e It j e"aN, a'
they are called, are still to be found HI po s e S10 n of
their family mherir ances III the n loltbourhood of the
great Monasteries of Scotland,
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call ed th e Town, and the la nd belongi ng to the
..-ur ious fa rnili es by v'1Ii10 0l t he Town w a s in habit­
ed , was called t l.e To '. ns h i p. They usually pos­
sessed the land in couuno n , thollgb in various
pro purt ions , according to their ~ever.1l grants.
The purt of the Townslri p pre.per ly arahle , and
kept as such co ntiuua ll y under the plough, was
called ill-jipld He'e the use of quan tities of ma ­
n ure stl)l}'lied in OIllC clel!ree th e exhaus tion of
the oi l, and t lie Ieuars rs iser ] tolerable oats and
bear, ' usually sowed on altern t e ridges. on
which the labour of the ...\ hole communir y wall
bestowed wit hout distinction, the produce being
di i<lpd aft er harvest, agreeably to their re pect i­
ve interests.

There was, b e ides, our- jir/d land, fro m
which it wns thought possi l. le to extract a crop
now :,no then, after which it was abandoned to
the , ••kiey inlluences ,' until the exhau-t.ed l'ow- •
C l" of vcg.etntion were restored . The e ou t­
ft,·I.1 . pots were elected by any fe uar at hi" O\\'A

choice, alllong t 'he heepwalks and b ills which
were alw ays annexed to the Tuwnship to se rve
as I'a urag,e to the cnnunuuity. The trouble f
cultivatillg thp e l'ar ch es of out· fieln, and tlie
precarious chance that t :l{~ crop would pay the
lahour, were con i.lcred a ~,ving a right to any
feuar, who cho e to undertake th e adventure, to
tile produce ...vhich mi!!,ht re ult fr om it

There reui a m ed lh c pa lurage of exten ive
moors , \ ,h ere tile va Ilie, often uflo rrled good
gr'18s. and "pon \\ bidl the \ hole cattle belong­
iug to the couununity fed indiscriminately during

• Or billS. a coarse kmd of barley.

11

11
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the summer, under the charge of the To,,·n.hen1,
who regula rly drove them out to p astu re in th e
morning, aud brou ght them bac k at n igh t , wit­
h out hich pr ecaution they would have falle n
a &-p eel1 y pr~ y to some of the Snatchers in th e
n eighb our h oocl, Th..,e are thin;!; to make mo­
,lern ag ricultur ist hold ,}' their hands and stare t

b u t the ame n.ode of culli 'lI tiun is not yet en ­
t ir ely in d e uetude in orne clistant v arts of [o rt.h­
Bri iain , ann may Le witnesseo in full for ce an d.
exercise in r.lie Z etl ann Arch ipelag.o

1' h . h ahi tut ion of the church- felHlTs w ere
not le p r inrit.i ve than th eir a .riculture. In each
&111311 ~illage or ' I 'ov n w ere eve rul small towers,
h av n~ b.lttlemen !I p roje ct ing ov er the ~i (\e.w!llli,
and usua l l y an advanced an le o r two ..,..,-ith sh ot­
boles for fla ll ki n ~ the door-way, which was al·
w ays J efendell by a st ionj; door of oak, stu l1ded
with nails, and often h y an exterior gr[ltecl door
of iron . Tlte e small peel. houses were oloinari­
ly illhabite(l by the prin crpa! Ieuars and th eir fa­
milies b ut, upon th e alarm of 1I1'}lroaching dan­
ger, the whole inhahitants thronged from their
own miser able collage, which were situated
arounr!, to gllni~un th e e }loints of rlcfence . It
w as then no easy matter fo r a ho tile p [lr y to
penetrate into the village, for the men were ha­
h itua ted to the use of bow and fire· arms , an d
the tower being generally so placed, that the
di charge from one cro sed that of another it wa
impos.ible to as'ault any of them individually.

The interior of the e ho u: es w "re u ually
sufficient] y wretched, for it would have been fo l­
l y to have furni,bed them in a III[lnner 'w h ich
could excite the avarice of their 10 e ueibhhours.
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Yet the fa milies themse]ve.~ exhibited in their ap ­
p earan ce a degree of comfort, information, and
indep enden ce , which could. hardly have been ex ­
pected. Their i n-field supplied them with hread
and home - brewed ale, their herds and flocks
with beef and mutton, (the extravagance of kil­
ling lambs or calves was never thought of.) Each
family killed a mart, or fat bullock, in Novem­
ber, w hich was salted uII for winter use, to
which the good wife could, upon great occasions,
add a dish of pigeons or a fat c:lpon _ the ill.
cultivated garden aIford6l:1 "Iaug cale," _ and the
river gave salmon to relish them during the Sea­
son of lent.

Of fuel they lind plenty, for th e hogs affor­
ded turf; and. the remains of the ahused woods
continued to give them logs fo r burning, as well
as tim h er for the usual domestic purposes. In ad­
dition 10 these comforts, the good _man would
110W and then sally forth to the greenwood, :10<1 '

mark down a buck of season with Ilis gun or his
c1'Oss-bow ; am] tIle Father Confe sal' seldom re ­
fused him ahsolution fur the trespass, if duly in­
vi ted to take his share of the smoking haunch,
Some, yet bolder, made, either , ith their 0\ n

domeslics, or by associating themselves with the
mo stroopers, in the language of shepherds, "a
start and owerloup;" and the golden ornaments
and silken head - gear worn hy the female of one
or two families of note, were invidioul>ly traced
by their neighbours 10 such ucce ful excur~ions.
This , however, was a more inexpiable crime in
the eyes of the Abbot and Coml.1Ullity of Saint
1\1ary's, than the borrowing on e of the "aude
king's deer;" an d they failed not to discounte-
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na nce an d pun ish , by every means in their po­
wer, offences which were s ure to lead to severe
retaliation upon the property of the church, and
'which tended to alter the character of their pea­
ceful vassalage.

As for the information Fosses~ed by those
dependants of the Abbacies, the y might have
been truly said to be better fed than Lltut\h t,
even tho ugh their feeding had been worse than
it w ns, • ill, however, tbey enjoyed opportu­
nities of knowledge from w hich others w ere ex­
cluded. The l\Tonk were in general well acquain­
ted with their va-sals an d t.euunts , and fa mi li ar
in the f,lIni l,es of the bei ter class IIlIlong them,
where they were sure to he recei ved with the
rc~pect due to their doub]e character of spiri tual
fath er and secular landlord 'I'Iu.s i t often bap­
IJcned, when a boy di }llayed talen ts and incli­
nation for study, one of the brethren, with a
view to his being bred to the church, or out of
good nature , or in order to pass away his own
idle time if he had no hett er moti ve , initiated
him into the mys teries of reading and writing,
and imparted to him such o ther know l. dg c as he
himsel f l'0ssessed. An the heads of these allied
families, hadng mo re time for reflection, and
m ore skill, as well as stronger motives for im p ro­
villg their small pro perties , bore alllongs t their
neighbours the character of shrewd, intelligent
men, ,,1'110 claimed respect on account of their
comparat i ve wealth, even while they were de­
sp ised for a less warlike and enterprizing turn
than the other Borderers, They lived as much
as they well conld amongst theuiselve , a ....oiding
the company of others, and dreading n othing
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more than to be involved in the deadly Feuds
and ceaseless contention. of the secular land­
holders.

Such w~s the general picture of these com­
munities During ihe fatal wars in the commen­
cement of Queen Mary's reign, thpy had suiTt:rt:d.
dreadfully by the hostile invasions. For the Eng­
lish, now a Protestant people, were so far from
sparing the church. lands, that they foraved
them with more unrelenting severity than even the
possessions of the laity, But the pence of 1550
had restored some degree of tranquillity to those
di tracted and harassed region , and matters he­
gan again grarlunlly to settle upon the former foo­
ting. The 'lonks repaired their ravagerl hrines­
the feuar again roofer] his small fortalice w hich
the enemy bad ruined - the poor labourer rebuilt
his cottage, - an easy ta . k , here few ods,
stones, and a few pieces of w oori from the next
copse, furnished all the materials nece sar~·. The
cuttle, la tlv, were driven out of the -astes and
thickets in which the remnant of them had been se­
cr eted: and the mighty-bull moved at the head of
his seraglio and their followers, to take posses­
sion of their wonted pastures. There n ued
peace and quiet, the state of tbe age aad nation
considered, to the Iona tery of Saint 1\1 ry,
and its dependencies, for several tranquil years,
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CHAPTER n.
In y"" lone vale h is early youth as bred,

' ot solit ary then-the buple- horn
Of Iel! Alecto often waked Its wlJldmp
From wh ere the brook joins the m ajestic river.
'J \J tt ,e WIld northern bOB. the curheu's haunt,
""here OO~eI iorrh lIS liru and feeble streamlet,

Old Play.

V\T E have snid, that most of the feuars dwelt in
the village belonging to their townshi ps. This
wus not , however, universally the case. A lone­
ly tower, to which the reader must now be in­
troduced, was at least one exception to the ge-
neral rule -

It was of IIma1} dirnensions , yet larger than
tho. e which occurred in the village, as intima­
ting tha , in case of a sault, the proprietor would
have to rely upon his own un s isted strength.
Two or three miserable hut, at the foot of the
f'ort alice , held the bondsmen and tenant. of the
feuar, The bite was a beautiful green knoll,
which started up suddenly in the very throat or
a \ ild and narrow glen, ann wl.ich , being sur­
rounded, s: ve on one side, by the winding of a
small stream , a orded a I'0 ition of con sider ble
strength.

Rut the great security cf Glendcarg, for so
the place was called, lay in its eluded and hid­
den situation. To come at the Tower, it was
nece,sary to travel three mile up the glen, cros­
:ling about twenty tim s the little tream which,
winding through the narrow valley, encountered
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at every hundred yards the opposition of a rock
or precipitous bank on the one side, which alter­
ed its direction, and caused it to shoot off in an
oblique direction to the other. The lrill s which
ascend on each side of this glen are very steep,
anrl rise boldly over the stream, which is thus
imprisoned within their barriers . The sides of
the glen are impracticable for horse , and are
only to be traversed by means of the sheep.paths
which lie along their sides It would be difficult
to suppose that a road so hopeless and so diffi .
cult could lead to any habitation more impor­
tant than the summer shealing of a shepherd.

Yet the glen, though lonely and difficult of
ac cess and sterile, was not then absolutely vo id
of beauty. The turf which occupied the little
plain ground on the sides of the stream, was as
close and verdant as if it had occupied the scyth­
es of a hund red gardeners once a.fortnight; an d
it was garnished with an embroidery of daisies "
and wild flowers, which the scythes would cere
tainly have destroyed . The little brook, now
confined betwixt closer limits, IIOW left at large
to chuse its Course through the narrow valley,
danced carelessly on from stream to pool, light
and unturbid, as that better class of spirits who
pass their way through life, yielding to insur­
mountable obstacles, but as far from being sub.
dued by them as the sailor who meets by chan­
ce with an unfavourable wind, and shapes his
course so as to be driven back as little as po si­
ble.

The mountains, as they would have been call.
ed in England, Scottice the deep braes, rose ab.
ruptly over the little glen, here presenting the
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grey face of n r ock, from which the turf h ad
been p eel ed by the torrent, and there clisplaying
little )latches of wood and copse, w h ich had es·
caped the 'waste of the cattle and the sheep and
the Feuars , and which, featherin g naturally up
the beds of empty torrents, or oCCUP) ing the
concave recess es of the bank, gave at once beau­
ty and variety to the landscape. Above these
scattered woods ro se the hill, in barren, but purp­
le majesty; the dark rich hue, particularly in
autumn, contrasting beautifully wi th the thickets
of oak and birch, the mountain ashes and thorns,
the alders and quivering aspens, which chequer­
ed and varried the descent, and not less with
the dark-green and elvet turf , which composed
the level 11art of the narrow glen.

Yet, though thus embellished, the scene could
neither be strictly termed sublime or beautiful,
and scarcely even p ictu resqu e or striking. But
its extreme solitude pressed on the heart; the
traveller felt that uncertainty whither he was
going, or in what so wild a path was 10 termin­
ate, which, as times, strikes more 011 the imagi­
nation than the grand features of a show-scene,
'when you know the exact di Lance uf the inn
where your dinner is bespoken, and at the mo­
ment preparing. These are ideas, however, of a
far later age; for at the time we t reat of, the
picturesque, the beautiful, the sublime, and all
their intermediate shades, were idea abso­
lutely unknown to the inhabitant and occasional
risitors of Glendearg,

They had, however, attached to the scene
feeling fitting the time. It name, signifying the
Red Valley, seems to have been derived, not on-
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from the purple colour of the heath, w ith
which the upper part of the risjng~ banks was
rrofusely cloathed, but also from I he dark re d
colour of the rocks, and of the precipitous earth.
en banks, which in that country are called scaurs,
Another glen, about the head of Ettrick, has ac­
quired the same name from similnr circumstance ;
and there are probahlv more in Scotland to which
it has been givtln

As our Glendearg did not abound in mortal
"isit:lI1ts, supervtition , that it might not be ab­
solutely desritude of inhabitants, had peopled it s
recesses with bein .!l belonging to another wor!d.
The lllIvage and capr iciou Brown 1\lan of the
Moors, n IJeing which seem. the genuine descend­
ant of the northern dwarf, w s supposed to be
seen there frequently, especially after the autumn­
al equinox, when the fugs were thick, and ob-­
jects not easily distingui,hed. The Scorti•.h fair­
ies, too, a v him ieal, irritable, and mischievous '
tribe, w ho , though at times capricioualy bene­
volent, were more frequently adverse to mortal••
were als suppos d to have [armed re idence
in a particularly wild rece of tile glen, of which
rhe real name was, in allusion to that circum­
stance, Corrie nail Shian, which, in corrupted Cel­
tic, signjfie~ the Hollow of the Fairies. Bw the
neighbours were more cautious in spellkina abo t

this place , and avoided giving it name, from
an idea common then through all the Briti hand
Celtic province. of Scot land , and still retained
in many placee , that to spe k either good or ill
of this capricious race of super· natural beings,
is to provoke their resentment, and that secrecy
and silence is what they chiefly desire from those
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w ho may intrude upon th eir revels t or discover
their haunts.

A mysterious terror was thus attached to the
little dale, which afforded acce s from the broad
"alley of the Tweed, up the little glen we have
de . cri bed , to the fortalice called the Tower of
Glendearg Beyond the knoll, where, a. we have
said, the little Tower was situated, the hills grew
more .teep, and narrowed on the slender brook,
10 as scarce to leave a foot-path; and there the
glen terminated in a wild water- fall, where a
slender thread of water dashed in a precipitou
line of foam over two or three preci'pices, Yet
farther in the same direction, and above these
successive cataracts, lay a wild and extensive
morass , frequented only by water-fowl, wide,
waste, apparently almost interminable, ana serv­
ing in a great measure to separate the inhabi­
tant. of the little glen from those who lived to
the northward.

To rest less and indefatigable mo s- troopers,
indeed, these morasses were well nown, and so­
metimes afforded a retreat. They often rode down
the glen-called at this to vel' a ked and receiv­
ed hospitality - but still with a sort of reserve
on the part of its more peaceful inhabitants, who
entertained them as a Farty of 1 ' orth - American
Indians might be received by a new European
settler, as much out of fear a ho pitality, while
the upp ermost w ieh of the landlord i the speedy
departuTe of these savage guests

This had no t always been the current of
feeling in the little valley and its tower. Siuion
Glendinning, its former inhahit.mt, boa ted hi
c:onnec . n by blood to that ancient family of
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Glendonwyne, on 'the western border. He waa
used to narrate, at his fire -side, in the autumn
evenings, the feats of the family to which he
belonged, one of whom fell by the side of the
brave Earl of Douglas at O t terbourne. On these
occasions Simon usually had upon his knee an
ancient broadv sword, which had belonged to his
ancestors before any of the family had con ented
to accept a fief under the peaceful dominion of
the Monks of Saint Mary's, In modern days,
Simon might have Iived at ease on his own es­
tate, and quietly murmured against the fate that
had doomed him to dwell there, and cut off his
access to martial renown. .But so many opport­
unities, nay, so many calls there were fo r bis!,
who in those days spoke hig, to make good his
words by his actions, that Simon Glendinning was
soon under the necessity of marching with the
men of the Halidome, as it was called, of Saint
Mary's, in that disa trous campaign which was
concluded by the Battle of Pinkie.

The Catholic clergy were deeply interested
in that national quarrel, the priucipal object of
which was, to prevent the union of the infant
Queen Mary with the son of the heretical Henry
YIll. The Monks had called out their vassals,
under an experienced leader. Many of them­
selves had taken arms, and marched to the field,
under a banner representing a female, sup r osed
to personify the Scottish Church, kneeling in t~e

attitude of prayer, with the legend, AffliceafJ
Sponsae ne obliuiscaris, •

, for!et not the afflicted Spfluse.



The Scots, however, in all their wnrs, had
more occasion for good and cautious generals
than for excitation, whether political or enthusi­
astic. Their headlong and impatient courage uni­
formly induced them to rush to the a tion with.
out duly weighing either their own . ituation, or
that of their enemies, and the inevitable conse­
quence was frequent defeat. With the dolorous
slaughter of Pinkie we have nothing to do, ex­
cepting that, among ten thousand men of low and
high d egree, Simon Glendinning, of the Tower
of Glendearg , hit the dust, no way disparaging
in his d ent.h that ancient race from which he
claimed his descent.

Wheu the doleful news, which spread terror
and mourning through the whole of Scotland,
reached the Tower of Glendearg, the widow of
Simon, Elspeth Brydone by her family name, was
alone in that desolate habitation, excepting a
hind or two, alike past martial and agricultural
labour, and the helpless widows and families of
those who had fallen with their ma-ter. The
feeling of desolation was universal; - but what
availed it:? The Monks, their patrons and pro­
tectors, were driven from their Abbey by the
English forces, who now overrun the country,
and compelled at least an appearance of submis­
sion on the part of the inhabitants. The Protec­
tor, Somerset, formed a strong camp among the
ruins of the ancient Castle of Roxburoh and

b ,

compelled the neighbouring country to COme in,
pay tribute, and take assurance from him, a the
phrase then went Indeed, there \VB. no rower
of re i tance remaining, and the few barons, who­
.e high pirit diad ined even the appearance of
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surrender, could only treat into the wildest fast.
nesses of the country, leaving their houses and
p rop erty to the wrath of the English, who de­
tached parties through the country to distr ess,
by military exaction, those whose chiefs had not
made their submission The Abbot and his com­
munity having retreated beyond the Forth, their
l and. were severely forayed, as thei r sentiment
were held peculiarly inin ical to the alliance' ith
England.

Amongst the troop detached on this service
was a suiall party, commanded by Stawarth Bol­
t on, 1\ captain in the English army, and full of
the blunt and unpretending gallantry and generosi­
ty, which ha. so often distingui hed the nation.
Resistance was in vain. Elspeth Brydone, , hen
she descried a dozen of horsemen threading their
way u p the glen, with a man at their head, ,v'ho­
se scarlet cloack, bright armour, and dancin
plume, procluimed him n leader, saw no better '
protection for herself than to issue from the iron
grate, covered with a long 1Il0urning veil, and
holding one of her two Son in each hand , to
meet the Englishman - state her deserted condi­
tion, - place the little to, er at hi commap,d ­
and beg for his mercy. She st ted, in a few brief
words, her intention, and added, , .1 submit, be­
cause I have nae mean of re ivtance.!'

"And I do not ask your submission, rnistres ,
from the same rea . on," rep lied the Engli~hlllan
"To be satiofied of your peaceful intentions is
all I ask; and, from what you tell me, there i
no reason to doubt them."

"At lea t, sir,ll said El peth Brydonc, "fa e
share of what our spenc and our g. rners afford.

Your



1.7 -

Your horses are tired - your folk want refresh­
ment.'

"Not a whit-not a w hit," answered the hon­
est Englishman; "it shall never be said we dist­
urbed by carousal the widow of a brave soldier,
w hile she was mourning for her husband.- Com­
rades, face about. - Yet, st ay," he added, check­
ing his war-horse , "lily parties are out in every
direc tion; I hey must have some token that your
family ar e und er my assurance of safety. - Here,
my little fdlow," said he, speaking to the eld­
est boy, who mig ht be ab out nine or ten years
old, "lend me thy bonnet-"'

The child reddened, 100kec1 sulky, and hesi­
taterl , while the mother, with many a lye and
nay pslzaw, and such sarseuet chidings as tender
mothers give to spoiled children, at length suc­
ceeded in snatching the bonnet froin him, and
banding it to the English leader.

Stuwarth Bolton to ok his embroidered red
cross Iroru his harret -cap, and putting it into the
loop of the boy's bonnet, said to the mistress,
(for the title of lad y was not given to dames of
her de gree,) "By this token, which all my people
will respect, you will be freed from any impor­
tuni ty on the part of our forayers." He placed
it on the boy's head; but it w a no sooner there
than the little fellow, hi veins swelling, and his
eyes shooting fi e through tears, sna tched the
bonnet from his head, and, ere his mother could
interfere, skimmed it into the brook. The other
boy ran instan tly to fish it out again, threw his
brother's bonnet hack to him, fir t taking out the
cross, which, with great veneration, he kiailcd,

Tzm MO;NA,Sn;ny·, VOL, I. ~
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and put into his bos om, The Englishman was
half diverted, hal f surprised, wi th the scene .

"vVhat mean ye by throwing away Saint
George's red cross ?" sai d he to the eld er boy,
in a tone betwixt jest and earnes t.

"Becau~e Saint George is :I southern saint,"
eaid the child sulkil y.

"Good-u said St. warth Bol ton. "And wl at
did you mean by taking i t ou t of the brook aga in,
my liul e fellow?" he demanded of the yo ung er.

"Becaus e the priest says it is t he common
.ign of salvation to all good Ch ris tians"

" , Vlly, good again!" said th e hon est soldier.
,,1 pro test unto yo u , mistress, I envy you these
boys. ~\re th ey both you rs?"

Stuw.u th nollon had reason to -put the quest­
ion, for Halbert Glendinning, lh~ elder of th e
bo ys, had Imir as dark as th e ra ven's plum:lge,
black eyes, lar ge, bold, and spa rk ling, th at g li t­
te red u nd er e~ ebrows of the same corn p] xioh ,
a skin deep Cm brown ed , th ough it could nut he
termed swa rthy, and an air of activity, frrmkne ,
and det erminati on far beyond hi; age. Un th e
other ha nd , Edward, the younger br oth er , " as
light-haired, blu e-e) ed, and of faire r complexion,
in countenance rat her pale, anrl not e. h ibit ing
t I.at rosy hue which colours the angu ine ch eek
of rob ust health. Yet the boy had nothing ick­
ly or ilI.conditioned in hi look, but w a , on th e
contrary, a fair and handsome child, wi th a smil­
ing face, and mil d, yet cheerful ey e.

T he mother gl anced a }lro ulI motherl v glance,
firs t at the on e, and then at th e other, re she
answered th e En gli slunan, "Surely, sir, th y are
both JIly children."
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"And hy th e same father, mistress?" said
Staw ar th j but, seeing a blush of displeasure ari­
se on her brow , he instantly adderl, " 'ay, I
mean no offence j I would have a ked the same
question at any of my gossips in 'Terry Lincoln.
- "reil, dame, you have two fair boy ; I would
I could borrow one, for Dame Bolton and I live
ch ildless in our old hall. - Come, little fellows,
which of you will g'l with me?"

The trembling mother, half.fearingas he spoke,
drew the chiidren towards her , onc with either
hand, while they both answered the stranger.
,,1 will not go with you," said Halbert boldly,
"for yo u are a False- heartcd southern; and the
southerns killed my father ; and I will war on
you to the death, when I can draw my fathe r's
sword."

"God-a-mercy, my little levin-bolt," said Sta­
warth , "the goodly custom of dC:ldIy feud will
never go rlown in thy day, I p resull1e.-And you,
my fine white- head, will you not go with me ,
to ride a cock-horse ?

"No," said Edward, demurely, "for you are
a heretic."

,,"\VI y, God-a-mercy still," aid StawarthBol­
ton. ,,"\Yell, dame, I see I shall find no recruits
for my t roop from you j and yet 1 do enyy yo u
these two. little ch ubby knaves." He sighed a
mom ent , as was vi ible, in spite of gorget and
cor -let, and then added, "And yct, my dame and
I would but quarrel which of the knaves we
should like best, for I should wish for the bl ack­
eyed rogue-and he, I warrant me, for that blue­
ey ed, fair - haired darling. N atheless, we must
brook our solitary wedlock, and wish joy to
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those that are more fortunate.-Serj eant Britt on,
do thou remaiu here till recalled - protect this
family. as unde r assurance - do them no wrong,
anrl suffer no w rong to be .done to them, 3S th ou
wilt answer it. - Dame, Brittson is a married
man, old an d ste ad y ; fee d him on what you will,
but g ive him not over-much liquor."

Dame Glcn c1inlling again offered refreshments.
but with a fault er ;ng voice, and an obviou de­
si re her invitation should 1I0 t be accepted. The
fact w as, that, SUpIJosing her boys as precious
in the eyes of th e Englishman as ill her own,
(the most ordinary of parental err ors ,) she was
half afraid, that the admiration he expres ed of
them in his blunt manner migh t cnd in his actual.
ly carrying off one or other of th e lit tle darlings
'which he arpearcd to covet so much . She kept
hold of their hands, th er efo re, as if her feeble
IItrcng th could have been of service, had :my vio­
lence been intended, and S;I\,., with joy she could
not disguise, the lit tle p arty of hors e counter­
march, in order to descend the gl en. Her feel­
ings did not escape Stawarth Bolton. ,,1 forgive
you, dame," he sai d, " for being sus'piciou, that
an English falcon was hovering over your Scott,
ish moor-brood. Bu t fea r not - tho se who ha ve
fewest children have fewes t care i no r do es a
wise man covet those of another household, A.
dieu, dame, when the black-eyed rogue i- able
to drive a for ay from England, leach him to
spare women and children, for the sake of Sta­
warth Bolton."

"God be wi th you, gallan t southern," sai,}
Elspeth Glendinning, but nol till he w as out of
hearing, spuning on hill good horse to reg:.lin
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the head of his party, whose plumage ann ar­
mour was now glancing and gradu:dl y disap-.
}lcaring in the distance, :IS they winded down
the gl en.

"Mother," said the elder boy, ,,1 w il l not
say amen to a prayer for a southcm-'!

"lVlother," said the younger, more reverent­
iaIly, "is it right to pray for a heretic?"

"The God to whom I pray only knows,"
answered }loor Elsp eth ; "but these two words,
southern and heretic, have already cost Scotland
ten thousand of her best and bravest, and me a
husband, and you a father; and, whether blessing
or banning, I never wish to hear them mo re. ­
Follow me to the Place, sir," she sai.l to Britt­
son, "and such as we have to offer you shall be
at your disposal .'!

CHAPTER Ill.

They lighted down on Twec.1 water,
And hlew their coals sae het,

Aud tired th l\Iarch and Teviordale,
.All in a evenmg late.

.A«u JJ1aitland.

1.'111: repl)rt soon spread through the llatrimony
of Saint l\'lary's and its vicinity, that the 'lis­
tress of Clendenrg had received assurance from
the English Captain , and that her cattle were
not to be driven off, or her corn burned. Among
others who heard this report, it reached the ears
of a ladr, who, once much hioher in rank than



Elspeth Glenc1inning, was now by tIle same ca­
lamity reduced to even grcat er misfortune.

She was the wido\v of a hrave S -ldier. ,,'al­
ter Av ene] , descenflcd of a verv ancient Border
Iamil y, who once possessed immense estates in
Eskdale. These ha(] long since },as ell from them
into other hands, but thcy still enjoyed all an.
cient Barony of con siderable extent, not "err far
from the l)~trirnony of S. int Mar)"s, and lying
upon tllc same side of the river with the nar­
rO\I'" vale of Glemlearg, at the head of which
was the little tower of the Glendinning. Here
they had lived , bearing a respectable rank
amo1lgst the gentry of their province, though
ncither wealthy nor powerful. This general re­
gard had been much au~mented hy the skill, cou­
rage, and cnterprize which hall been disp la yed
by vYaltcr A venel, the last Baron .

'Vhen Scotland began to recover from the
dreadful shock she had sustained after the battle
of l'inkie· Cleuch, Avenel was one of the first
who, assembling a small force, set an example
in these bloody and unsparing skirmishes, which
shewed that a ll.ltion, though conquered and
overrun by invaders, Dlay yet \vage against them
such a war of detail as shall in the cnd become
fatal to the foreign ers. In one of these, howe­
vcr , \Yalter A verie] fell, and the news which
C.IllH' to th e house of I,i fa th ers wa folio v er]

by the distracti1lg int lligence , that a party of
Englishmen ' ere coming to plunder the house
and lands of hi widow, in order by this act of
terror to prcvent other from following the C.-.

auiple of the deCe:lScll.

Thc unfortuna e lady had no better rcfuge



23

than the miserable cottage of a shepherd amon/;
the hills, to which he w-as hastil y removed,
scarce conscious vrlier c or for wl at llllrl,o,e her
terrified attend ants were rcmovi 19 her :1I1d her
infant daugllter from her own hou e. 1I.e she
was tended with all the du eous serv ice of an­
c ient times by the shepherd's wife, Tihb Tacket,
who in Letter days had been her own bo ver­
w oman, For a lime th e lad y was U iconscious
of her misery; but when the first stunning effect
of grief was so far }lassell away that she could
fonn an cstimate of her own situ ' <on, the wi ­
dow of Avenel had cause Ltl en 'y the lot of her
husband in his dark and silent asylum. The do ­
mest ics who had guided h er to h er lllace of re ­
fuge, were present.ly obliged t o disperse to con­
sult for the ir own safety , 01' to s ek for neces­
sar y suhs is tence , and the shepherd and Iris wife ,
whose voor cottage she sharcrl , \ -cr e soon after
depriv,~el of the means of auonling tLeir I. te
mistress even that coarse sustenance \ '1lich they
hnd gladly shared with her. SOJllC of the Eng­
lish foragers had disco : ercd and .11 iven <lIT th e
few sheep which had escaped the first re searches
of their avarice . Two cows hared the fate of
t.l e remnant of their stock; t.hey hall allordcd the
family almost their sole supllOrt, a r cl now fami­
ne appe reel to s tare t.liern in the face.

,,\Ve are broken and be;;gare<! no v, out and.
out," said old _ Tartin the ::>hepher<l - and he
wrung his hands in the hit.ternc . of agony, "the
thieves, the harrying thieves ! not a cloot left of
the hail hi sel l"

"And to see poo r G riz7.Y and Crumhic," said
his wife, " tu rn ing back th ci, neck. to tile h) re,



and routing while the stonyhcar te d villains we.
re bragging them on wi' th eir lanccs!"

"Thcre were hut four of tll(lm," said IVTar­
tin, " and I haye seen the day forty wad not ha ­
ve ventured this length. But ou r strcngth and
manhood is gane with Our puir mai ter."

"For the sake of the holy-rood, vvl ri ht man,"
said the go od w ife , "our laddy is half gon e :;1­
ready, as ye may ee by that f1 cightering of llld
ee·lid - a word mail' :111 (1 she' s dead outright."

,,1 could almost wish ," said 1\Iartin , " we
were a' gane, for what to do passes m)' pui r wit.
I care little for mys el , or you, Tibb, - we can
mak e a fend - work or want - we can do bait.lr,
but sh e can do neither.v

They canvassed their situation thus openly
before the la dy , convinced by th e l' alencss of
her loo k , her quiveri~lg lip and dead. set eye,
that she nei ther heard nor u nderstood what th ey
were saying.

"There is a way," said the sh epherd, "llUt
I };enna if she could bring her heart to it,- the­
r e 's Sim on Gl endinning's widow of the glen y on.
der, has had assurance from the southern loo ns,
and na e soldier to tcer them for on e cause or
o ther. l'.ow, if the Inny could bow h er mind
to take qu arters with EI 'petll Glcndinning till
b Iter days cast up, nae (~o u b t it w:HI Le doing
an honour to rhe like of h r , hut " __

"An ho no ur ?" :lII~\\'er ed Tihb, " ay, hy my
w or d , sic a n h ono ur as wad he VI id e to hcr kin
mony n hng ye ar afte r II/"' r banes w ere in the
mou ld. Oh I g lldeman, to h ear ye eve n the La­
dy of ven el , to :,ecking quarters wi' a Kirk.
Vas:>al's widow 1"
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"Loth should I be to wish her to it," "aid.
Martin ; " but what may w c do? - t o s ay here
is mere st ar va tion : and where to go , I'm sure I
k en nae mail' than on y tup I e ver he rd ed"

"Speak no more of it," said I h ~ widow of
A"en el, su dd enl y joining in th e co nve rsation. ,,1
will go to the T ower. - Dame E lspeth is of good
f olk, a w id ow , and the mother of orphans , ­
sh e w ill g i"e us houseroom until something be
thoug h t upon . These evil showers make th e low
bush b etter than no beild "

"See there, sec there , " said 1\Iartin , "you
see the lerl d y ha . twice our sense."

"And natural it is," said TibL, "seein g that
she is convent-bred , and can lay silk broidery,
forbye white seam and shellwork."

"Do you no t think," aid the lady to Mar­
tin, s till clas]Jing her ch il d to her b osom, and
making it cle ar from w h at mo tives she desi red
t he refuge , "that Dame Gl endinning will make
u welcome,' !

"Bl ythely welcome, blyth ely w elcome, my
l eddy, " answered M artin cheeril y, " and w e wil l
d eserve a welcome at her hand. i\l en arc scarce
n ow, my le ddy, wi th th ese w ars, and gie me :I

t hou ght of time to it, I can d u as gude a day's
darg as ever I did in my life, an Tibb can sor t
CO \ 'S w ith on y living woman."

" And muckle mair cou ld I do," said T ibb,
"wer e it in on y fe asibl e house j but there "ill
be neith er pearlin to mend, no r pil:ner to husk
up in Elsbeth Gl endinnil' g"."

,,'Yhish t wi' your pri rl e , woman," sa id th e
shepherd j "eneugh y e can do , bni th outside an d
inside) an y e set your mind to it; and ha rd it
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i s if we twa canna work for ! hr ee fol ks' meat,
forhye my dainty w ee ledrly the re. Come awn ,
come awa , n ae use ill stnying h er e long r i ,v e
h ave five Scots mi les over moss and muir , and
that is nae easy w al k f r a l eddy born and
b red."

H ouseh old s tuff t here was li ttle or no ne to
remove or care for; an old }lOney which h ad es­
cap ed the p lunderers, owing p an ly to its pitiful
appearan ce, p artly From the re luctan ce "..1 ich i t
sliew ed to be caup.ht by stra noe rs , was emplo reo.
t o carry the few blankets , nnr] other t rifles w hic h
thcy p OS3CS c-l, \ \' hen Shagra m came to h i"
master 's w ell -know n whist le , h c was surpris ed,
t o find the poor thi ng had been wounded , th ou gh
sligh tly, by an arrow , wh ich onc of the fo rayers
h ad sh ot off in anger after he had long chas ed
it in vain. •

"Ay, Sha gram," said the ol d man as he ap _
pli ed something to th e wo und , "Ill us t you ru e "
the lang.bo·..· a s weeI as a ll of us 1"

,, \ \ ha t co rne r in Scotland rues it n o t ?" sa id
the L ad y of Aveu el.

" Ay, ay , 1lI:lI!am," said 1\Tartin , " Goel keep
the k ind ly Sca t fr om the clutl" ya rd shaft , and
lie will kecl> Ilimself fr om the hanlly stroke. Il ut
let us 00 our vvaYi th e trash that is I ft I can
come back [o r. 'I here is n ae a ne to s tir it but
th e good neighbours, and the ; _"

"For tl e lo ve of Ga ll , goodman ," said his
wi fe in a remonstrating tone, "haud your }>cacc!
T h ink ,-..hat v c're s a, iUlT, and we hac sa e muc le
wild laud to 'go ove; b~fore we w in to th e girth
bate."

"The h usb and n odded ac quiescence j for it



was de emed hi ghl y impruden t t o sp eak of the
fairies eith er by their title of goo d /l ciglz boars or
by any ot her, esp ecially '\\ hell about to }l:l-S the
Flaces w hich th ey were supposed 10 l.au ut,

T hey se t fo rward on their ril[!,Timage on the
las t day of Oc tob er. " T his i s thy birthday, my
sweet M ar y ;!' said the mother, a a ting of
bitter recoll ection cr ossed he r mi nd. "Oh, w ho
could h ave believed that t1 e Lead , wh ich , a few
y ears since, w as . cradled amongst so many re ­
joicing fr iends, lllay p erhap s this ni ght eek a
cover in vai n ! "

The exi led famil y then set Iorward, l\Tary
Av enel, a l ovel y little girl b e tw een [iv e an d six
y ears old , r iding gipsey Fashio n 111)on Shagr am,
betwi x t two bundles of be dding ; the L ad y of
Av en el w alking hy th e animal's sidc ; 'I'ibb lead­
in g the brirl le , and ol,l M art in walking a little
b efore, looking anxiously around h im to explore
the w ay .

M ar tin's task as guide, after two or three
miles w al in g , b ecame more difficul t than he
h imself had expected, or th an he was w ill ing to
avow. Lt ha p pened tha t the extensi ve range of
Fasturage, w ith which he was conversan t, b y to
the w est , and to get in to the li ttle '\ alley of
Glcnd earg he was to p roceed e terIy. In th e
w ild er d i tr ie rs of Scotl and, the pas age f rom
one va le to another , otherwi se than by de scend.
ing th e o th er, is often ver y d ifficult. H eigh ts
an d h ollows, mosses and rocks in te rvene, and all
those lo cal imp edi ments which throw a travell er
out of hi s course. So th at Nlar tin, however sure
of his general direction , be came conscious, and
at length was for ced reluctantly to admit, that
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he ha d missed the direct road to Glendearg,
thouah he insistecl th ey must be verv near it•., • J

If w e can but win acr oss this wi-Ie bog," he"
said, ,,1 shall warrant ye are 011 the top of the
tower "

nut to get across the bog was a point of no
sm all rliHiculty. The farther they ventured into
it, though proceeding with all the caution which
Martin 's experience recommenrlcrl , the more UlI­

sound the ground became, until, after they had
passed some places of great peril, their be t ar ­
gument for going forward came to be, that they
had to encounter equal (lallgt~r in returning.

The Lady of Avenel had been terl!l erly nur­
tured, but what will not a woman endure when
her child is in danger? Complaining less of the
aangers of thc road. than her attcndants, ,\"110
had been inu red to such from their infancy, she
kept her self close hy t lre side of tIle poney,
, " a tch ing its every fo ot step, and re ady, when it
was ab out to flound er in the 1110 1' ss , to snatch
her little Mary from its k ick.

At length they came to a place whera the
guide greatly hesitated, for all around hiul w a
broken lUlnlls of heath, c1i\-ided from each other
l)y de ep slong hs of bla ck t enacio u mire. After
grcat consideration , :L\Iartin, sel ec ting what he
thought the safe t path, began himsel f to lead
for vard SI :lgram, in order to afford greater se ­
curity to the child. nut Shag r:lln snorted, hill
hi, ear s back, st.re ch er] his two feet forward,
an -I dre v hi hind feet und er him, 0 as to adop t
lhe best l'0ssiblc 11 0 ture for obstina te re . istance,
and re fused to mO\-e one yard in the direction
indicated. Old l\larlin, much llUz.ded, now he-
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sitnted whether to exert his absolute authority,
or to defer to the contumacious obstinacy of
Shagralll, and was not greatly comforted hy I. is
wife's observation, who, seeing Shagram stare
wi th his eyes, distend his nostrils, and I rcmhle
... -ith terror, hintecl that "he surely saw more
th an th ey could see."

In this dil emma, the child suddenly exclai­
med - "Bonnr lud ie signs to us tu come yOIl
gate." They all looked in the direction w h ere
t he child pointed, hut saw nothing, save a wreath
of rising mist, which fancy might form into a
h uman figure; but which afforded to Martin only
th e sorrowful conviction,' th at the danger of th eir
si tuation was about to be increased by a heavy
f og. He once more essayed to Iead forward
Shagra m j bu t the animal was infl exihle to its
detenllination no t to move in the direction l\Iar­
t in recommended . "Take your own way for it
th en , " said Martin , "and let us sec what yo u­
c n do for us."

hagram, abandoned to the discretion of hi s
own free will, se t off holdly in the direction the
little g,icl had pointed. There was nothing won­
derful in this, nor in it bringing them safe to
the other side of the dallgerou morass; fur the
instinct of these animals in traversing bogs ill
one of the most curious parts of th eir nature,
and is a fact generally established. But it was
remarkable, that the child more than once men­
ticned the beautiful lady and her signal!, and
that Shagram seemeu to be in the secret, always
mo ving in the same direction which she indica­
ted . The lady took little notice at the tim e, her
mind being lll'obably occu}!icd. by th. iD$tan~
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danger; but h er faithful attendants ch:ln gell ex­
p re ssi'"e looks with each other more th an on ce.

" AIl. Hallow Eve !" said Tibby, in a whisper
t o Mar tin .

"roor ' the merc )" of Our L ady , no t a w ord of
th at now," said M artin in reply. "Tell your
beads, woman , if you cannot be silen t."

' Yhen th ey go t 0 1 ce more on firm ground,
Martin recognized cer t in la nd-mar k, I or ca irns,
on th e top s of neighbouring hills, by which he
was enabled to guide his cour e , and ere lon g
they arr ived at the Tower of Glendearg.

It was at th e sight () this littl e For tal ice
that th e misery of he r lot IlTess ed ha r d on th e
'Poor L ad y of Aveuel . V\'hen by any accide n t
they ha d met at cli urch , ma rke t , or other place
of public r esort, she r emernber erl th e distant an d
re spectful air w i th w h ich tlre wi fe of th e w arl ik e
ba ron was addressed b y th e spouse of the h umhl e •
feu ar , An I} now , so much was h er l' ride h umb­
l ed , tli t she was to a k to share th e precario us
safe t y of th e same feuar's widov, , aml her p i t t­
an ce of food, , h ich mif,h t perhap be yet marc
p recar ious. M ar ti n llr obabl} gues ed , l.at w a.,
}Jass ing in her mind, fo r he lo ok ed at her w ith
a w istful glance, as if to d epr ecate any change
of resolution; an d au sw r ing to hi, looks, rather
than Lis w ords , she sai d, while the pa rkle
subdued pride once more glanced. from her ey ,
"If i t we re for myself alo ne , I could b u t die­
but for th is inr.m t-the la t l ll edge of Avenel-v-«

"True, my lad y," s: ill larti n has ti ly ; ' and,
8S if to p revent th e 110 S ibili ty of her re trac ting,
he added, ,,1 will step ana see D am ' E lspeth _
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CHAPTER IY.

N~'er be 1 found hy thee unawcd,
On that thrice h al tow 'd eve aln o a ,
\Vhcn £obJlIls hunt from lIo od and fen,

The st r p of men.
C OLLI. ·S'S Ode to FeR,..

As the country became more settled, the ladr
would have "Yillingly returned to h er hu band's
m nsion, But th t was no longer in her power.
It \ 'as a reign of minority, when the strongest
h ad the best right, and when acts of u urpation
were frequent mongst those who had much po­
wer and little conscience.

Julian Avenel, the younger brother of the
deceased \ alter, , vas a person of this description.

I kenn'rl her hus iand weel, and have bought and
601d with him, for as great a man as he \Va'."

IHartin's tale 'w as soon told, and met all ac­
ceptance from her companion in misfortune The
Lady of Aven el had been meek and courteous
in her prosper itv ; in adversity, therefore , she
m et with the glcater sym}lat hv, Besides, there
w a a point 0 prirl e i 1 "he lte r ing an d "u}rporting
a woman of such sup .r io r hirth and rnnk , And
not to do El peth Gl endinning injustice, she
felt vmpathv for a " ..oman whose fat e resembled
her own in so man Y llarts, y et was so much
more severe, E very species of ho spitality was
gladly and respectfully extended to the distressed
travellers, and they were kindly requested to
stay as long : t Glendearg as l heir circumstances
rendered necessary, or their inclination prompt d.
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He hesitated not to seize upon his brother's 1
house and lands, so soo n as the retreat of the I
English IJerI:li t ted him. At first, he occupied the
IJroperty in the name of h is niece, but when the
lad y p roposed to retu rn w ith h er child to the man -
si on of its fathers, lie ga\'c h er to understand
th at Av enel, being a mal e fief, descended to the ]
brother, instead of the daughter, of the last pos­
sessor. The ancient phi loso pher declined a dis ­
pute with the emp eror who commanded twenty
legions, and the widow of ' Yal tcr Avcnal W:iS

in no conditi on to maintain a contest with the
leader of tw enty moss.troovcr ' . Julian was also
a man of service, who could back a friend in case
of need , a nd was sure, therefore, to find p ro tec·
t ors among the ruling powers. I n short, hovve ­
ver clear the lit tle l\lary', right to the posses­
s ions of her father, her mo ther saw th e neces­
sity of giving way, a t lea s t for th e tjme , to the
usurpation of h er uncle

Her IJati ence a nd forbeara nce was so far at­
tended wi th alh-:mtage, that Juli an, for very
shame's sake, could no longer suJfer ber t o be
absolutel y dependent on the charity of Elspeth
Glendinning A drove of cattle and a bull, (w hich
wcre probably missed by some English farmer,,)
were sent to t.li e ],usturc ' of Glendearg ; pre-
sents of raiment and household stuff wcre sent
liberally, and some li ttl e mon ey, thouah with a

, 0

more p:mng hand; for t.hose in the situation of
Julian Av enel could COIllC mo re en ilr by the
goods represented, than the represen t ing medium
IIf valUe , and made th eir p aym ents chiefly in kind.

I n the meantime, thc widows of , al ter
Aventl and Simon Glendi.nuing had become 113­

bituat d
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bituuted to each others society, and were nn\,il.
lint; to }Jar t. The Lady could ho pe no more se<>
cret and secure re sidence than in the Tower of
G lend eurg, and she vas now in n ,-unultion to
SUPPOl t her share of the mutual huuse-keep ing,
EI,pe th on the other hand, Ie c pride, as well as
pleasuref in the societr of a guCS L of such di­
st.iuctiuu, and was at all times willlUg: to pay
DlUCh greater deference than the Lady of \ Vulter
Avencl could be prevailed on to a"cept.

lartin and hi, v ife diligf~ntly er ed the uni­
ted family in their several vocation" and y ie lded
obedience tu both mis tresses , though always con­
sidering them elves as lite especial servants of
the L ady of .A venel, This distinction sometime'
occasioned a slight degree of difference between
D ame E lspeth and TiLb i the former being jea­
lous of her own co nsequence, and the latter apt
to lay too much ,tre~s upon the rank and family
of h er mistress. But b oth were alike desirous la

conceal such petty squabhles from the lady, her
hoste s scarce ridding la her old domestic in
Tesl,ect fur her persull, either did the diffe­
rence e . ist in such a rlegrc' al to interrupt t11
general huruiorry of the f.lllli ly, for the one wi­
sely gave way 8S she sa v i he other become
warm . and Ti bb, though she often gavc the lirst
provocation, had generally the seuee to be the first
in relinquishing the aI"gument.

The world wluch lay beyond wa gradually
forgotten by the inhabitants of thi:! aequcstered
glen, and cnle s v...·h en she attended mass at th
1\Iona terv Church upon some hi~h ho lid ay , Ali.
ce of Avenel almos t forgot that she once hc:ld

n equal rank with the proud wives of th.

TJ,li; l\'10:f48TJmr. YOL, 1. 3
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neighbouring barons and nobles who on such
occasio ns crowded to the solemnity. The recol­
e cr, o n g .ve her liule pain. he loved bel' hus­
band For himself, and in his inestimable loss all
les~er subjects of regret hac! lost the llOwer of
intere t lng her At times, indeed, .he thought
of claiming the llrOlection of the Queen Regent
( Jary of Guis e) for h er little orphan, hut the
f ear of Julian Avenel always came be tween. She
was sen sible tha t he w ould have neither scruple
nor difficulty in spiriting away the child, (if he
<1 id not proceed Iar th er.) hould he once consider
its exi stence as Ioruiidnb le to his interest. Besi­
des, he was a wild liver, mingling in all Ieuds
anrl forays, wherever there was a sp('ar to bo
llt oken he evinced no Vurpose of marrying, and
the fate which he continually was braying might
at Ip.n~th remove him from his usu rped inlrer i­
tnnce- Alice of Avenel, tlrerefore, judge<l it wise
to ch eck all ambit.ious thought,; for the present',
and remain quiet in the rude, hut peaceahle re­
treat, to which }'rovidence had conducted her.

It was ul'0n an All-Hallow's Eve, when the
family had resided together for nearly three
years, that the dome tic circle was assemliled
round the blal,ing turf-fire, in the old narrow
hall of the Tower of Glendcarg. The idea of
the master or mi-t.re of the mansion feeding or
living :lpart [rout their domestic, was at tLi lJe­
Tiod never entertained. The highest end of the
boarrl, the most COI11l11odiou' settle by the flre,­
the e were the only mark of di tinction j and
the servants ming1t:d with deference indeed, bu t
un reproved and with freedom, in whatever con­
venation was goin~ forward. But the tWQ or
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three do mestics, kept merely for ngrictilturnl pur~

poses, had retired to their own cottages without,
and with them a couple of wenches, usuall y em­
ployed within doors, the daughters of one of the
hinds.

After their departure, 'M ar tin locked. first,
the iron grate i and, secondly, the inner door of
the tower, when the doruest ic circle was thus
arranged. Dame El 'pet h sate pulling the thread
from her di . taff ; Tibb watched the progres of
scalding the whey, \~ hich hung in a large pot
upon the crook, a chain terminated by a hook,
wh ich was' suspended in the chimney to serve
the purpo e of the modern crane Mart in, while
busied in r.epairing some of the household arti­
cles, (for every man in these do ys was his own
carpenter and smith, as well as his own tailor
and shoemaker,) kept frour .r.ime to time a watch.
ful eye upon the three children.

They were allowed, however , to exercise
their juvenile restlessness by running up and
down the hall, behind the sea ts of the elder
members of the family, with the l,rivilcge of oc­
caaionul] y making excursions into one or two
small paltments which opened from it, ann gave
excellent opportunity to play at hide.nnd-seck.
This night, however ' . the children seemed not
disposed to avail themselves of their l'rivilege of
visiting these dark regions, but preferred carry­
ing on their gambols in the vicinity of the light.

In the mean while, Alice of Avenel, sitting
close to an iron candle .tick , which supported a
mis.shapen torch of domestic man ufacture, read
amall detached pas ages from a thick cla ped vo­
lume, which she preserved with the greatist care.
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T h e art or read ing, the lady had acq uired by bel
residence in a nunnery during her youth, but
she seldom, of la te years, put it tu any other
use th an IJcrus ing this little volume, which for­
med her whole li br ar y. T he family listen a to
ti le portions which sh e sel ect.ed, as to some ga od
thing w h ich th er e wa 3 merit in hcarillg with
resp ect, w het he r it w as full y und erstood or no.
Tu he r rlaug hter, A lice of Av eu e l h ~cl dtteTll.inerl
to' imp art th eir my ter y more fully, but the
lw owlcdge w as at that period attended with per.
sun ul (langer , and was not rushl y to be trusted
to a chi ld.

T he noise o f th e ro mpi ng children inrerrup­
ted , fro m t ime to time, the voice of the lad y.
and drew on the noisy cu lp rits the rebuke of
EI ·peth.

"Could th e y n ot go Ia rt her a-field , if they
beh oved needs tu mak e ~1Ic11 din, and dis turh
the lad y' s good words, " And this command

' :1< ba cked wit h th e threat of senfiing the whole
}J ar ty to he d if i wa, not attended to pun,;tu­
all y . .Acii ng u nder th e injunction, the children
fir t lllaycd a t :I greate r di:.ta nce from the party,
a nd more qu ietIy , :11111 t he n began to stra into
th e :uJj cen t apa.lllle nts , a, tllt:: y became irnpa­
t ient of the rr-su aint to wh ich they were ub­
j,;,.;1er ] , B ut , all lit once , the two boys came
01' .n-ruou tl.e.l in 0 the hall , to tell t hat there
\IV .. " UII ar me.l 1I1l1ll in the spence .

"It mu st he Llu ist ie of Uint.hill," said M llT­

I in , r ising ; ,, \dlat can hav e brought hin.! here a
this tim e?"

" Or how came he in ',,, aid Elspeth.
,, ' las, w hat can he seek?" i id the Lady (If
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venel , to whom this man, a retainer of her
husband's brother, and who sometimes executed
his commissions at Glendearg, was an object of
secret appreh en ion and suspicion. "Gracious hea­
-vens !" ,lie added, ri ing up, "where is my
child?" All rushed to the spence, H albert Glen­
dinning first arming him -elf wi th a rusty sword,
and the younger -ciz ing upon the lady's book,
They hastened to the sIlence, and w ere relieved
of a part of their anxietv by meeting Mary at
the door of the a partment She did not seem in
the slightes t degree .ilarrned, or d i turhed, They
rushed into the sp en ce, (.1 sort of interior apart­
ment in which th e famil y eat th eir victuals in
the summer season), but there was no one
there,

,,'Vhere is Christie of Clint-hill Z» said Mar-
tin.

,,1 do not know," said little MaI'V; "I never
savv hi Ill."

"AmI what made you, y e .mi leard loons,"
said Dame Elsperh to her two boys, "com e yon
gate inlo the ha" roaling like hull, egs, to fright­
en the le -ldy , and her far f rae strong?" The
bo vs looked at each oth er in si lence aud confu-
ion, IIn,1 th eir mother proceeded wi th her lectu­

re. '" Could ye find nae night for daHin hut.
Hallowe'en , and nae t ime but when the lcddy
was reading to us about th e holy Saint? ::\I ay
neer he in lily fing er , if I dinna sort y e buith
for it!" The eldest boy bent his eyes on the
ground, the younger began to \'\'eep, hut neither
~poke; and their mo th er would have proceed ed
to extremities, but for the intcrpo it ion of tIll'
little maiden.
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"Dame Elspeth- it was my fa ult - I did say
to them, that I saw a man in the 51'ence."

"And what made y ou do so, ch i ld," said her
moth er , "to startle us all thus?"

"Because," said l\Iary , lowering her voice,
,,1 could not help it."

"Not h elp it, l\lary! - you oc casion ed all
this idle noise, and you could not help it,-? How
mcan you by that, minion?"

"There really was an armed man in this
sp ence.y' said l\lary; "an,l because I was surpii­
sed to see him, I cried out to Halbert and E d­

ward" -
"Sbe h as tol d it herself," said Halbert Glen­

dinning "or i t had n ever bee n told by me ."
"N or by me neither ," said Eltv'r"ard emu­

lo usly.
"Mistress l\'1ary, " aid Elspeth , "you n ever

told us an y th ing be fore that was n ot true; tell
us if this w as a H all ow e'en cant rip, and make
an end of it" Th e L ad y of Avcn el looked as if
sh e w ould ha ve in terfer ed . hut kn cw not how ;
and E lsp eth , w h o w as too eagcr! y curious to
r egard any d is tnn t hi nt, 11er ,e\ er ed in h r eu qu i­
ries . ,,\Y a~ i t Clir ist ie of Clint hill? - I would
n ot for a mark t hat he were about th e house,
an d a body no ken wl are."

"I t wus not C 'l ri st ie," said Mar)'; "i t was
- it was a ge ntlema n a gcn Ll elllan \ \ iLh a bri7ht
b rca-t pl r 'e, like w h at Lhae een 1:lIIgs y ne , when
w e dvvch at A V ' :1 I" -

,,\ h at l ike w . s he?" con t i nue-] T ihb ic, who
now took share in t he in ve li g. t ion .

" Black.hai l ed, l.lack-e yed , 'wi th a lle:lked
black bt;:Ull," aid the child, "and llIany a fold

(

1
t
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of p ead ing ro u nd hi!"! n eck , and hanging clown
his breast ower hi s b reast - plate ; an d he hall a
b caut iful hawk, with silver bells , s~an (\ ing on hi,
l eft h and , with u crimson .iil k hood upon its

h ea cl" -
. "A .k her no more ques t.ions, for the love of
God ," sa id the anxious menial to Elspeth, "but
look to my le,lrl y!" But the L ad y of A venel,
taking IHary in her h and , turned has til y ;I\\'a 1',
and w :d)'ing into the hall, g:lYC: them no 0llpor­
tu n itv of rClIl:lrk ing in what man ner she rece i ved
the child's communica tion, wh ic h she thus cut
short, ,Yhat Tib!> thought of it appea red from
h er cro ' sing herself rep cate rlly , and w hi spering
in to Elsll eth's ea r , "Saint Ivlar y p re serve us !
t he lassie has seen her father"

\ 'V )w n they reached th e hall , they fnunrl he
lad y h old ing her daugh tcr on h er k ru-c, and k is-
ing h er rupeat ed ly . When they ent ered , she

again ar ose, as to shun obsc rv a ti ou, ;ulll ret.ir ell
to the littl e apartment where h er child and she
occupied the am c bell.

The boys wcre al~o sen t t o th eir cnlrin, aOll
no on c remai ned by the hall Iirc a ve tIle fa ith­
ful Tihh and Dame Elspe t.h, excelle n t 1',~r~o ns

Loth, and as thorough go s,ip as ever ' Yllc ged a
tongue,

It w a but n atural th a th ey . lu» III i us tun ly
r esume the subjec t of th e . u ~ll' r n . u rul a p•. ­
r anee, for u ch they riee -ned it, \ luc h 11: 1 t l 1

night al armed the fami ly .
,,1 could hue wi lied i t had bee n the ,1 ' 1

himse lf Le gooll to and 1 rever VI:: - r
t han Chri . t ie , the Cl in t hill , ' sui. , tI e

of t he, manaion , " for lllC \\ ord runs 1 ~
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country, that he is ane of the maist masterfu'
thieves ever lap on horse."

"Hout-tout, Dame Elspeth,v said Tibb, "fear
:e naething Irne Christie ; torls keep their ain
holes clean. You kirk - folk make sic a fa herie
about men shifting a wee hit for their living!
Our Border-lairds would ride with few men :lot
their back, if a' the light-handed lads were out
0' gate."

"Better they rade wi' nane than distress the
country- side the gate they do," said Dal11~ Els­
:peth.

"But wha is to haud back the Southron tl en,"
said Tibb, "if ye take away the lances and broad­
swords ? I trow we auld wives coulrlna do that
\V i' rock and wheel, and 3S little the monks wi'
bell and book.

"And sae wecl as the lances aud bro ad- sword.
hae kept them back, I trow!-l was mair beho ld­
ell to a SOUl hron, and that was Stawarth Bolton,
than to a' the Border-riders ever wore Saint An­
drews cross - I reckon their sk el pin T hack and
forward, and lifting honest men's gear, has been
a main cause of a' the breach between us and
Engbnd, and I 1101 sure th t cost me a kind good
Juan They peak about the wedding of the Prin­
ce and our Queen, but it's as like to be the driv­
ing of the Cumberland folk's tocking that brought
them down on us like dragons." Tibb would
not have failed in other circumstances to answer
what she thought reflections rlisparaging to her
country-folk, but she recollected that Dame Lls­
peth was mistress of the family, curbed her own
zealous patriotism, and l'"<',onu,l to change the
subject,
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"And is it not strange," she said, ,.that. the
heiress of Avencl should hae seen her father this

blessed night1"
,, :\nd ye think it was her father tl len," said

EI~}leth Glenclinning.
,.\\"llat else COin I think ?" said TiLL.
"It may have been sOlllclh:ng ,vaur , In his

likenc~s." said D ame Glentlinllin~

,,1 I en na" 'hing ab ou t t hat, " aid Tibb,-
"but h is [ik en c , it was , t.l iut I will be sworn
t o, iu~t as he used to r id e out a hawking; fo r
having ene mies in the co untr y , he seldom laid
olf th e breast-plate; and, for III r part," 'added
Tibb, ,,1 d iuna t.hiuk a man looks like a man un­

Iess he has steel on bis breast and by his side

too. "
,,1 have n o skill of yom harness on breast

or side either," sa id Dame Glendinllill~; "hut I
ken there is Iittle luck in Hallowe'en sights, for
I have had any mysell."

"Indeed, Dame El'llct~" said old T'ihh, ed­
ging her stool closer to the huge clbovv·chai r oc­
cupied by her friend, ,,1 should likc to hear

about that ."
"Ye maun ken then, Tibh," aid Dame Glend­

inning , "that when I was a heurpie of nineteen
or twenty, it wasna lily fault if 1 wa na at a'
the merry-makings time about"

"That was ,-ery natural," aid Tibb; but ,6
hae sobered ince that, or ye w adua haud our
braw gallants sne lightly.·'

,,1 have had that wad sober me or ony 311e,',
eaid the matron. "Aweel, 'I'ibb, a lass like me
wasna to lack wooers, for 1 wasnn sae ill favour­
ed that the tikes wad balk after me!'
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"TIow shoul rl tha t !,e," said Tihb, "and you
sic a vec l-Fnvou rcd \\ o mnn to thi s day'{"

"Fi e, fie, cummer, " sai d the matron of Glend­
earg, I hit ch ing her seat of honou r, in her. tu rn ,
a li t t le n enrer to t he cutt.ie-sto ol 011 wh ich Tihh
was seat.erl ; " weel-fav oured is r ast my ti me of
da y j but I mi gh t l ,ass t hen, for I wasna .sae t oeh­
erless but what I had a Lit land at my brea st-la­
ce. M y [at.her was portioner of Littl edearg."

"Ye hac tel led me tha t hefore," said Tibhj
"llUt an cn t the 1Iallowe'en."

"A\veel, awed , I 11:Id ma i r joes than ane,
but I Javo urcd nane 0' them j and sac, at Hallo­
w e'en , FatLer Nicolas th e cellar er-he was cella­
re r before thi s fa t her, Fath er Cl ement, tha t n ow
is-w" s cracki ng his nuts ana drinking his brown
beer w it.li u s, and as bl ythe as mi ght be, and
they w ou lrl h ave me tr y a can I.lip to k en w ha
sul. w d me j an d the Monk said t.her e w as na e
ill in i t, awl if th ere was , he w ou ld a so il me
f or i t. Awl wha bu t I into the ham to winnow
m y three weigh ts 0' na ething- sai r, air my mind
mi sg:l ve mc for fear of ,\'I ang - doi ng and wrang­
sufferi ng ba ith , hut I harl aye a bauld spi ri t. I
had not w innowed the last weight cl ean o ut, and
the 1I100n was shi ni ng hI ight upon tl. e floor, when
in -tn lked t he Tl'es en ce of my d ear S imon .G lcnd­
inn ing. that is n o v h a!,p y. I ne ver saw him
-plai ner in my life t l.an I ditl th at mo rne n ; he
held up an arrow a, Ill' l,a e, l m e, and I \\ al'[',]

wn' wi' Ligh t, M Uchle w at k t here wa to bring
me to mvsel again, an'! air I hey tri ed to make
me hr-lieve i t was a tl ick of father .icol n: an ti
Simo n hctwren them, a nr! that t he arrow w a - to
liioulfy Cupid s shaft, as the father called it; anti
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many a timc Simon wad threep it to me a fte r I
wa marricd-gucle man, he liked not i t should be
said th at he w as seen out 0 ' th e body ! - But
mark th e end 0' it, T'ibb . we w e re marri ed, nud,

t h e gre 'i ' goose wing was the death 0 him, af­
t er a' ."

"As it has been of ower m.my brave men,"
said Tibb ; "I wish there wasna ie a hir. I as a
goose in the wide w arlrl , fo rbye the cl eck in g
t hat Wit hac at the hurnsicl e."

"But tell me, Tibb," said D ame Glenclinni ng,
",,-l1a t does your lcddy lIye do r ead ing on t hat
t h ick black b ook wi' th e silver clns ps f - th e re are
ower m any guae w o rds in i t to come frn e ony
b ody but a priest-Au' .i t w ere ab out H.obin Il ood,
o r some 0 ' D :wie1 Lirulsa y's ballauts, an e wad
ken better what to say to i t, I am no misdoubr,
i ng your mis t ress n a e way, but I wad lik e ill to
hac a decent h ouse h aunted wi' ghaists and <T y re

b.

earl ins."
"Ye hne nae r easo n to doubt my Ied dy, or

any thing sh e says or doe, D am e Gl clHlin ning,"
said the fai thful T ihh , sOJll c tl. ing olfpud ccl, " anll
touching tlle bairn, it's weel ken'rl sl ro was horn
on H al lowe'en, ,V:lS ni ne years g:llle , and they
t hat are bo rn on H allow e' en w hil es se mai l' tha n
i ther folk."

"And that w ad b e thc eau e , th en , t hat the
bairn d i.lna 11 ak muc kle d in nho u t w ha t i t . aw
- if it ha d been my Hulh r-rt hi m. elf, fo rbye Efl.
w ar d, who is of sof ter nature, l ie w. d hac Yam­
m er ed th e hai l ni gh t of a CO Il taney. nu ~ i t's
Iil c 1\li str ess l\1ar y has sic sialus mair, n: tural t o
her.'

" That may weel bc," said T ibb ; " for 011 H al-



,

4·1

lowe'en she wns born, as I tcll yc, and our anld
parish prievt wad fain hae had the night ower,
and All ·Hallow day begun. BUI for a ' that, the
sweet bairn is just like ither bairns , as ye rns y
see yoursel; and except this blessed night, and
ance before when we were in that wcary hog on
the road here, I kenna that it saw mai r than ith­
er folk."

"But what saw she in the hog, then," said
Dame Glellelinning, "forbye moor » cocks and
heather-blutters ?"

"The wean saw something like a white lc(].
dy that weised u the gate," said Tibb, ",,,,hen
we were like to hue r eli sh ed in the moss - haggl
- certain it was that Shat;r~1Jl reis red, and I ken
:M ar tin thinks he saw something .,

,.A neI what might the whi tc lerlrly be?" said
Elspeth , "have ye o ny gu c S 0 that '("

"It's w ed kcn ..1 that, Dame EI,pcth," said
TilJb i "if ye lnul lived u nrler g rit folk, :I~ I Iiae
dune, ye wadna be to seek ill tha t matter"

,,1 hac aye k eepit lily aiu lia' house abune
my head," said EI'p~Lh not without emphasis,
"and if I haven a lived wi' grit folk, grit folk
have lived wi' me ."

,,'Vecl, wecl, dame," said Tihh, "your p:J.r.
den's l,ra yell, there was nae offence meant, But
yc uiaun ken the gr eat ancient famil ies canna he
iu~t served wi' the ordinary saunts, (prai e to
them) like Saunt Anthony, Saunt Cuthbert, and
the like, that come and gang at evp.ry sinner's
bidding, hut they Irae a sort of saunts or angels,
or what not, to then sels ; and as for the 'Vllitc
Mairlen of Avenel , she is ken'd ower the haill
country. And 6Le i. eye seen to yaUlUler a~d
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wail before any 0' them dies, as was weel ken'a
by twenty folk before the death of \VaILer Ave·

n el, llal y l.e his ca-t !"
,,If she can doe nae mair than tllat," said

Elspeth somewhat scornfully, "they needna make
many YOWS to her I trow. Can she make nae
better fend for tl.em than that, and has naeting
better to do than wait on tltem?"

"iVJony bruv services can the ""hile Maiden
do for t hem to the boot of that, and has dune
ill the auld histories," said 'I'ibh, "but I mind o'
uadh illg ill my day, except it was her that tho

bairn saw in the b l g."
"A\vel I, aweel, Tihbie," said Dame Glend­

inning, rising and l ightinf!, the iron lamp, "these
re great lllivilegts of )'llur grand folks, But

Our Lady llnd Saint Paul are good enough saunts
for me, and l'se warrant them n ever leave me in
II hog that the)' can help rue o ut 0', seing I send
four waxen ca nd les to I heir chu pels e\'ery Cand­
lemas; and if they are n u t . een to weep at, my
death, Tse wn rrant th. -m s.uile at m)" jo fu l ris­
ing ag ain, whilk Heav en ~ e l HI to all of us, l\l1len "

"Amen ," ans w e re d T'ihl.ie d evou .Ly "llnd
now it's time 1 hou lrl ho'p up the wee bit gath.

ring turf, a the lire is ow r low"
Bu ily she set her ci f to "perform this du ty.

The rel ict of Simon Glenclilll g dill but pause
II moment to cast a hee.lfu l anrl cautious glllnce
all around the hall, to see that nllthing was out
of i~ llroper plac~; then wi,lring Tibbie good­

night, sire re tired to her rcpo-e.
" The dei l's ill the carline," said T'ibb to

her elf, .,becuuse she w as rh _ wife of a cocklaird,
she tlrinks herself grander, I trow, than tilt: bow-



46

er-w oman of a lady of that il k." Having ·given
v ent to her suppress ed spleen in this little eja ­
cul ation , Tibb also betook herself to slu mber.

C H APT ER Y.
A r iest , ye cry, a pri, SI ! - lame sh epherds they,
H o w sha\l th ey gathe r III the sl ra £s llll~ flock P
D um b clop which hark 1101 - how sh all Ihey compel
T h lo it ering vafTan l 10 the Masters fold?
F u t er t o bask bef or e th e bb zlllg fire,
And snuff I le m ess Ileal - h and- d Phr l lis dresses,
Than 011 the sn ow-wreath battle with the wolf.

Rtformatio n.

T liE health of the L ad y of Avenel had been
gr<ldually decaying ever since her disaster. I t see­
m erl , as if th e few years which followed her
h usband's de ath h ad do ne on her the work of
h alf a century. She lost th e fresh elas ti city of
f orm , the colour and the mien of health , an d be­
came wus te d , wan, and. Feeble. She apI)'eared
to liuve no formed com pl uin t , yet i t was evident
to those w ho looked on her, t hat her st r ength
w aned daily. H er lips nt length bec ame blan­
clied and h er eye dim ; y et she spo ke not of any
de ire to sec a }nie.-t, un til Elsp et h Gl endinning
in her zeal could n o t refruin f rom touching uvon
a lloint whidl sh e deem ed ess e ntial to alvation,
Ali ce of Av eriel r ec eived h er h in t kindly, and
th ank ed her for it.

,,If an y good llriest would take the trouble
of such a joulIley," she said, "he should be
welcome; for the prn yers and lessons of the good
must be at all times advantageous."

This quiet acquiescen ce was n ot quite what
Elspeth G l'!:ndinn ing wished or exp ected, She
made ulI , however , by her own enthusiasm for
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the ]aI1y's want of eagerness t o avail herself of
ghosl1 y counsel , anrl Martin was di spatched w i th
such baste as vbagral1l would make, to llra)" on e
of the l'eli /:?io 's n reu of aiu t l\larv's to COl W

up to aami~i~tet the last conolation~ to 11 e w i ­

dovv• of \Valter de J\XCllc1.

V\'hen the Sacristan had announced lo the
Lord Abbot, t hat the Lady of the uuiquhi lc
',"alter de Av nel was ill very weak health in
the Tower of Glendenrg, and desired the a si ­
stance of a father confcssors the lordly moul;
p aused on the requcst.

"V\' e do remember ',"alter ele A\-cnel," Le
said : "a good knight and a valiant ; he w as dis­
lJOsscssell of hill lnuds, and slain by t.lie South1'011

1ay not th e lady come hither to the sacra­
ment of confes ion? the r oad is distant aud pain­

f ul to tra \'cl."
"The lady is u n w ell , holy Iarher," answer­

ed the Saciistan , "and unable to bear the JOUl'­
ney."

"True - ay - yes - then must one of our
brethren go to her - Knowcs t tho u if she hath
3ught of a jointure from this \ Valter de Avenel P'!

"Very Iit.tlc , ho ly father," said the Sacri­
stan; "sbe has resided at Glendearg since her
husband s death, wcll nigh on the charity of a
poor widow, called Elspeth Glendinning 4.

,,\Vhy, thou knowest. all the w idows in the
country-side?" said the Abbot, " lIo! ho ! ho !4~

and he shook his portly sides at his own jest. '
"Ho! ho! ho ~" echoed the Sacristan, in the

tone and tune in w hich an inferior aJlplauds the
jest of his uperior. - Then add ed , with a hy­
p ocl i t ical snuille , and a sly t w i nkle: of his eye,
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"It ill our dnty, mo t holy father, to ~comfort
t he wirlvw - H e! htl! lit:! "

This last laugh w: s mure moderare , until
the Abbot shoul d "put his sancti on 011 the jest.

,,110 llU!" :..lid the Abbot , "then, to leave
jest-iug, Farher l' l/ili p , t ak e th ou tb y ridiug gear,
and go to conf'e ,s rh is Dame A \ 'tllcJ."

n But," said th e S. cristan --
"But me no Buts , ne irher 1Iut 1I0r If 1' 81;S

between monk and abbot, Fu.Iier I'Iii li p ; tl.\1
b:mcls of discipline rnus t not be relaxed - here­
RY ga thers Force like a snow - ball - the nmlti­
t\Jde ex pect coufessions and 1,rf!t1chings Ir om the

Benedictine-, as the~ \\ ou ld f ro lll so UlallY beg­
S"II)' f'n ars - and we 111 a :; not desert th e vine­
yard, though t.lr e t.c i] b e gli c\'ous unto us,"

" \nd with so little adVllnlllgl~ to the holy
m o na etcr y ,' " ~:Jid the Sacristan ,

"True. Father l'hilip. but wo t y ou not that
which l'reventeth harm doth goo,l? This Juliall
de Aveucl lives a lig h.. an d e vi l li fe, and should
we neglect the widow of hi ' br ot.l.er , he nnght
foray our land.. , anrl 'we never a blc to show
who hurt us - mo reover it is our duty to an
ancient fllmily, who , in their day, have been
benefactors to the r. bbe r . Away wi th thee in­
stantl y , brother i ride Ilight and day, an it h
necessary, anti let men sec how diliI:;ent Abbot
Bon iface and hi Ia it h ful children are in the exe­
cution of their spir itual duty - toil not d et er­
ring them, for the glen ,i live mile» in length ­
fear not withholding th em, for it i airl to be
haunted of pectrcs - n othing moving them from
pursuit of their b1,ilitual calling; to the confu­
lion of calumaious h retics I and the comfor t a nd

edifica-
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edification of all true and faithful sons of the
Catholic Church. I wonder what our brother
Eustace will say to this?"

Breathless with Iris own picture of the rlan­
gers :md toil which he \""-33 to encounter, and
the fame which he was to acquire, both by
},roxy, the Abbot moved slowly to finish his
luncheon in the refectory. and the Sacristan, with
DO yery good will, accompanied old l\lartin on
his return to Glendcarg ; the greatest iml'ediment
in the journey being the trouble of restraining
his pampered mule, that sh e might tread in so­
mething like an equal pace with p oor jaded Sha­
gram.

After remaining an hour in private with his
penitent, the Monk returned moody and full of
thought. Dame Elspeth , who had placed for the
honoured guest some refreshment in the hall, was
.struck with the embarrassuient which appeared
in his countenance, Elspeth watched him 'with
great anxiety. She observed there was that on
his brow which rather resembled a person come
from hearing the confession of some enormous
crime , than the look of a confessor who resigns
a reconciled penitent, not to earth, but to hea­
ven, After long hesitating, she could not at
lengl h refrain from llllzarding a question. She
was sure , she said, the leddy had made an easy
shrift. Five years had they resided together, and
she could safely liay, no woman lived better.

" \\roman;' said the Sacristan sternly, "thou
speake t thou knowest not what - 'Yhat avails
clearing the outside of the platter, if the inside
be foul with heresy 1"

"Our dishes and trenchers are not so clean
Tlli'. lVloNAsTEnr. VOL.!. ..



9~ they could be wi~hed, holy father," said EIs­
11e ' h , 'hut h alf un,dl.'l' t'lIlding what he sa id , and
beginning \, .j h her apl"On to w ipe the (lust from
the plates, of vhich l;hc 6UPPO ed him to com-

-plain.
"Forbear, D ,'II1C FJspeth," suid the Monk;

"your p l a tc~ ale cle an :lS \"oodcn t.rench ers and
PC\\ ter flagons ..... n well be' the foulness of whi ch
1 speak is of that IJe,tilential her esv \ hirh ii
daily hel.oming ingrain cd in this our Hol y Church
of ~cotland, and as a canker - worm in the ro~e·

gUIl.,nn of the Spouse."
"Holy Mother of Heaven ;' said Dame Els-

petll, crossing herself", "have I kept house with

a heldic?" r
" 10, Ekpeth, no," replie(l the Monk; "it

w ere too strollg a speech for me to make of
this unl ,appy lady, but I would I could say she
is free frolll ht'r eti.:al opinions. Alas. they fly
about like the pestilenGc by noon-day, and in- •
fed even the lust 3nll fairest of the Hock. For
it is easy to see of rl.is dame, that she bath beeu

high in judglllent as il rank. "
"Anc1 , he can \\ rite (lnd read, I had almost

said, 35 wr-el 115 y our re VC1cnce." s;lid Elspeth.
" " 'hom dotb she wri te to, and w hat doth

slle re :1l1?" 5aHI the lank eaf;er1y.
" lay , " replied El~l'etb," I cannot SIlY 1

e\'er saw,her wr it e at all, but her maiden t hat
W3~ _ she now serves the family - s:lys she
cnn write - An'! for reading, she has often rca d
to us goon things out of a duck black v olu·
me with silver ' cla p ."

"Ll't me ee it," said the Mouk, hastilv,
,,011 your allegiance as a true va'5111 - on yo~r
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faith as a Cath olic Ch ristian - in stan tly - in.
stantly let me see it."

The good woman hes itated, alarmed at the
tone in w lrich the confessor took up her infor­
mation; and being moreover of opinion, that
what so good a woman as the Lady of Avenel
st.udied ~o devout ly , could not be of a tenden­
cy actuallv evil. But home down by the cla­
mour, exclamations. and something like th reat!
u ed hy Father l'bil il" she at length brought him
t he falal volume. It was easy to do this with­
out suspicion on the part of the owner, a sh e
lay on her bed exhaust.ed with the fatigue of a
long conference with her confessor, and bS the
small round , or turret closet. in which was the
book and her other trill ing property , was acces­
sible hy another door . Of all her eflects the
book was the last she would have thought of
8ecurin~. for of what use or interest could it be
in a f~lIlily ,,110 nei ther read themselves, nor
were in the hahit of seeing any who did? so that
Dame Elspeth had no rlilficulty in possessing her­
self of tl ie volume, although her hea rt all the
while accused her of an ungen erous and an in­
hospitable part to wnrrl s her Friend and inmate.
The double power of a luudlord and a feudal su­
perior were before her eyes; and to ay truth,
the bol dness , with which she might otherwise
have resisr ed tLi~ double au thority, wns , I grie­
ye to say it, much qualified by the curiosity sha
entertained, (IS a daughter of Eve. to have some
explanation resllecting the mysterious volume
which the lad y cherished with 80 much care, yet
whose cont.ents she imparted with such caution.
For never had the lady read them allY pa ag
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Iroui the book in question until the iron door of
the tower was locked, and all possibi ity of in­
trusion prevented. Even then she had shewn,
by the selection of particular pas'iage'i, that she
'was more anxious to impress on their minds the
principles which the volumc contained, than to
introduce them to it as a new rule of faith.

'Vhen Elspeth , half curious, half remorse­
ful, had placed the book in the Monk'. hands,
he exclaimerl, after turning oyer the leaves,
"Now, by mine or her, it i as I 5U pectcd! ­
My mule, my mule! - I will abide no longer
here - well hast thou donc, dame, in placing
in my hands this perilous volume."

"Is it then witchcraft or rlevi l's work?" said
Dame Elspcth, in great agitation.

"Nay, God forbid," saitl the Monk, sign­
ing himself with the cross, "it is the Holy
SClipture. But it is rerul er cd into the vulgar
tongue, and therefore, by the order of the Holy
Catholic Church, unfit to he in the hands of any

lay person."
"And yet is the Holy Scripture communi­

cated for our common salvation." said Elspeth t
"good father, you must instruct mine ignorance
better, but lack of wit cannot be a deadly sin,
and truly, to my poor thinking, I should be
glad to read the Holy Scripture."

,,[ dare say thou wouldst j '! said the Monk;
"and even thus did our mother Eve eek to ha­
ve knowledge of good and evil, and thus Sin
came into the world, and Death by Sin."

"I am sure, and it is true," aid Elspcth ;
,,0, if she had dealt by the counsel of Saint
l'eler and Saint Paull".
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"If she had reverenced the command of Hea­
ven," said the l\lonk, """,hich, as it ga"e h er
birt h , life, and happiness , fixed upon the grant
such conditions as be st corresponded with its
hol y pleasure. I tell th ee, Elspeth , the Trord
slavetl: - that is, the text alo ne , re ad with un­
skilled eye and unhallowed Iips , i s like those
strong medi cin es which sick men take by the ad­
"ice of th e le arned . Such patients recover and
tlirive ; " h ile thos e de aling in them at their own
hand, shall perish by their own d eed ."

" ac doubt, nae doubt," said the poor wo­
man, " your reverence kn ows best."

"Not 1," said Father I'Iulip , in a tone as
d eferential as he th ought could possibly become
the Sacristun of Saint Mary's, - "Not I, but
t he Holy Fath er of Christendom, • nd our own
holy fath er the L orrl Abbot, kno w best. I, the
poor Sacristan of Saint Mar),' , can but r ep eat
what I hear f rom others my superiors . Yet of
this , go od woman, be assured, - the \Yonl ­
the mere \ \' ord slayeth, But th e church hnth
h er minis ters to gloze and to expou nd the same
un to h er faithful congregation; and this I say,
not so much, my beloved brethren - I mean,
my beloved si ster, for the Sacristan ha d go t un­
t o the end of one of hi old errn ons ) - " This
I speak not . 0 much of the rectors, curat es, and
secular clergy, so called because they li ve after
the fash ion of the seculum or age , unbound by
those ties w hich sequestrate us f rom the w orld;
n either do 1 speak this of the me ndican t fri ars,
whether black or gr ey, wheth er cros ed or un­
cro sed bu t of the Monks, and e peci ally of the
Monk Benedictine, reformed On the rule of Saint
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Bernard of Clairvaux , thence called Cistercian,
of which Monks, Chri st.iun brethren si,' er [
would say - great is the happiness and g or )" of
the country in possessing the holy ministers of
Saint 'Iary 's , whereof I, th ough an u nworthy
brother, may say it hath produced more ~ a i l\ ts ,

more bishops , more popes - lIIay our vatrons
make us th ankful! - than nny huly founda ti on
in Scotland, \Yherefore - - But I see Martin
hath my mule in readin ess, and so I will but sa­
lute you with the kiss of sisterhood, which ma­
keth not ashamed, anr] so betake me to my toil­
some return, for the glen is of bad rel'ut ation
for the cvil spirits which haunt it, Moreover,
I may arrive too late at the bridge, whereby I
Dlay be obliged to take the river, which I ob­
served to be somewhnt waxen,"

Accordingly he took his Icav e of Dame Els­
peth , confounded by the rapi rlit v of his utt eran­
cc, and f he doctrine he gave fort h, and Ily no
means easy on the suhject of th e book, which
her conscience told her she should 1I0t have
communicated to anyone, without the know­
ledge of its owner.

Notwithstanding the haste which the M onk
as well as his mul e niad e to return to bet t.er
quarters tban they bad left at the h ead of Glen­
dearg; notwithstanding the eager desire Father
l'hilip bad to be th e v ery fir t who sh ould ac­
quaint the Abbot th at a copy of the book they
mo t dreaded had been found within the II ali­
dome, or patrimony of the Abbey; not vith­
stauding, moreover, ce rtain feelin~s which in du­
ced him to hurry as fa t as pos ible through the
gloomy and evil-repu cd gl en, still tbe diflicul-
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ties of the r oad, and the rider's want of hllbitu.
de of quil,k motion were such, t.ha . l\vilioht ea­
mc upon him ere he ball ueurl y clearcd the nar­

row valley.
It was iridced a gloomy r ide. The two sirle

of th e vn lle v were so near, that at every dou­
ble of the ri v er the shadows fr"111 th e e-Le rn
~ky fell upon, and totally obscured , the ea tvrn
bank; 1111~ thickets of co ps ..wood ~ eenlltd to v ' a­
vc ' i ~h a -portentoU3 agitation of bough ar.d
[eave , and the very crags an,' s..a. rs see.ced
higher a 11cl grimmer than they had a l peared to
the 1\lonk w hi lc' he was trave lling 11\ , .Iy- J g!lt,
an d ill company. Father l-bilip wa-, hea rt ily re­
joiced when, ,wl~rbillg Iroru the narrow g lcn, he
F-a inc'\ t lre 0 l ,e n valley of the Twecd , which
h .:lll on i ts 1Il ,.je,tic course Iro m current to pool,
and from pool s tr etc lred away to oth er currents,

w irh a ,ligr"Ly u~uliar to itself au iongst rhe
Sco r Lish I i .. C:IS , for \\ l.at ever III a y ha ve been the
droug,ht of the eason , t.lie Tweed u su ally till
up I he ~p.'lC uetween it~ banks, seldom leaving
these to, ' t.enviv e s'leets nf shinole wh ich deform
the ilia' c;in of m '111 y of the celebrated Scottish

strenu» .
The lnnk, insensible to beau ies which the

age bad not ref!,arde,! as deserving of notice, "as
nev ert l.el c s , like a III url e n t general, Ill, a .ed to
fllHl h im- e lf out of the n arro w glen in \\ In eh the
E.nl:IIIY llIii!,ht have s to le n u ro n him un perceived,
lIc OIt::W up his br i d le , rerluccd his mu le to her
natural a nd luxurious ambl e , in"tead of the aoi­
ta t ing and hroken troL at which, to his no ~nlall

inconvenicnce, he had hitherto proceellcd, and,
wiping his brow, g:w.ed forth at leisure on the
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broad moon, which, now mingling with the
ligh 's of evening, was rising over flClrl and for­
CSf., villahe and fortalice, and, above all, over
the stately Monastery , seen far and dim amid
the yellow light.

The wo. st part of this magnificent view, in
the Monk's npprehens ion , was, that t he Mono­
atery stood on the opposite side of the river,
and that of the lJIany fine brillges 'which have
since be en built across that cla sical stream, not
one then exis ted. There was, however, in re­
compense, a bridge then standing which has sin­
ce d isnppeared , al though its ruins may be still
tracer! hy the curious.

It was of a very peculiar form . Two strong
abutments were built on either side of the river,
at a part where the st ream was 11eculiarly con­
t racted Upon a rock in the centre of the cur­
rent was huilt a solid piece of masonry, con- •
struct cd like the llit:r of a hridgc, and presen­
ting, like a pier, an angle to t he current of the
stream. The masonry con tinued solirl until the
pier ro se to a level with the two abutments UllOIl
either sid e , and from thence the building arose
in the form of a tower. The low er storey of
this tower consisted only of an arch-wo y or pas­
sage through the huilding, over either entrance
to which hung a drawbriilge with counter-poises,
either of which, when dropped, connected the
archway with i he opposite nbut.mcnt , where the
furthe r end of the draw - hridr-e r este d, " 'hen
both bridgcs w ere thus l ow~red, the passage
over ' h e river was complete.

The bridge-keeper , who was the dependent
of a neighbouring baron, resided with his family
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in the second and third stories of the tower,
which, when both draw-bridges were raised, for­
med an in ulated Iortalice in the midst of the
river. He was entitled so a small toll or cus tom
for the p ass:lge, concerning the amou n t of w hich
disputes om etimes arose between him and the
passengers. It is needless to sar, t hat the brid­
g e-ward had usually the better of th ese cl ispu­
t es , since he could at pleasure detain the travel.
Ier on the opposite side; or, suffering him to
pass half the way, might k eep him prisoner in
his tower till they were agreed on the rate of
}lontage.

But it was most frequentl y w-ith the Monks
of Saint Mary's that the warder had to dispute
his perquisites, These holy mcn insisted for, and
at length obtained a right. of grat.uitous llas age
to thernselves , gt'eall y to the d iscontent of the
bridge.keeper. But when thllY demanded the sa­
me immunity for the numerous pilgrims who vi.
sited the shrine, the bridge - keeper waxed r est.i­
ve , and was supported by his lord in his resi­
stance. The controversy grew animated on both
sides; the Abbot menaced excommunication, and
the keeper of the b rid ge, though unalJle to reta­
liate in kind, y e t made each iudividual .Monk
who had to cross and re-cross the rivcr , endure
a sort of purgatory, ere he would accommo da te
them with a passage. This was a great inconve­
nience, and would have pt overl a more erious

, one, but that the rive r w as fordable for men and
horse in ordinary weather.

It w a a fine mo onlight night, as we h nve
already said, w hen Father l'hilip approa ched this
passage, the singular construction of which gives
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a curious idea of the insecurity of the times.
The river w as not in fluod, but it 'was above
its ordinary level - a heavy water, as it is called
in that country , through which the Monk had
no par ticul ar inclination to ride, if he could ma­
nage the matter bet ter.

"I'eter, my go od friend," cried th e Sacris­
tan, rai,i ng his voi ce j " my very exc elle nt friend,
Pe te r , I :>ay, dost thou no t h ear ? - it is thy
go ssip, F a ther I'Irili p, who calls tbee"

Pet~r heard him perfectly w ell, anel saw him
into the ba rgain but, as he h url corrs id cred the
Sa cristan as p eculiarly his en em y ill his di"llU to
wi th th e convent, he wen t quie t ly to bed. aft er
re connoitring the Monk tllruugh his loop 0 hule,
ub serving to his wife, thnt "riding the water in
a moonlight night would do the Sa cr ist un no
harm, and wo u ld teach him the valu e of a hrigg
the neist time, on wh it cli a man might l,ao;s 11lgh
and dry, winter and summ er, flood and e bb."

After exhausting his voic e in e n t re a t ies and
threats, which were equally una t te nd ed to by
Peter of the Brigg, as he was ca lled, Father Phi.
lip at length mo ved down the r ive r to take the
ord inary ford at ti le head uf the next stream,
Cur. in g the rustic o bstin uncv o f l' e tcr, he began,
nev ertheless, to persuad e hi mself tha t. the pa»a re
of the river by the ford was 1I0t onl y saf e , but
pleasant. The banks and sca t tered trees were
so beautifully reflected from th e bosom of the
dark stream, the w hole co ol and delicious pie­
lure formed so pl easing a co n trnst to his la te
agitation, to the w armth oc casioned 1I y his vain
endcayo urs to mo ve the relentless porter of the
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bridge, that the re sult was ra ther agreeable than
otherwise.

As Father Philip came close to the water' s
e,lge, at the s1'0t where he w as 10 enter it,
there sat a female under 8 large broken scathed
oak. tree . or rather under the remains of such a
t ree, weepin~, wringing her hands, and looki ng
earn estly on the cur rent of the river. The Monk
was struck with astonishment to see a female
there at that time of night. But he was , in all
honest service, - and if a step Fart her, I put it
upon his own conscience, - a devoted squir e of
dames After obsen-ini;; the ma i d en for a momerrt,
although she seemed to take no n ot ice of his
presence, he was moved by her cl istress and
willing to olTer his assistance. "Damsel," said
he, "thou seemest in no ordinary dist.ress ; }1er­
ad ventur e , like myself, thou hns t been refused
p assag e at the bridge by the churlish keeper, and
t hy crossing lIlay concern thee either for p er­
f or mance of a vow, or some other weighty
charge."

The maiden uttered some inarticulate sounds,
looked at the river, and then in the face of the
Sacristan. It struck Father I'hili p at that instant,
that a lI ig hla lHl Chief of d is t inct.ion h .rd been
for somc time ex peered (0 l'ay his vows at the
ahrine of Saint Mar)"s ; and that poss ibl y t h is
fait' maid en lIIi6ht be one of his family, travel­
ling alone for accomplishment of a vow, or left
behind by some accident, to 'whom, therefore, it
would Le but right and cautiou to use every
civility in his p o w er , es pecially as he seemed
u n acq uainterl w it h the Lowland tongue. Such at
least was the only motive t he Sacristan was ever
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known to nssign for his courtesy j i f there was
any other, I once more refer it to his own con­
science.

To expre~s himself by signs, the common
lan~ua~e of all nations, the cautious Sacristan
fir-it point ed to the r iver , then 1.0 his mule',
crupver, and then rnarle , as gracefully as he
could, a .igll to induce the fair olitary to mount
behind him She seemed to understand his mean­
ing, for she rose up as if to :lcce})t his olTer,
anrl \vhil c the good lank, who, as we have
hiu tcd , was no great cavalier, laboured, with
t he vressure of the right leg and the use of the
left I ein, 1.0 place his mule with her side to I he
bank in such a position that the lad)' might
mo un t with case, she rose from the gro!lnrl w it h
rat.her Jlortentous activity, and at one lJOunel
snt,e hehi nd the 1\10nk upon the animal , much
the firmer ricler of the two. The mule by no
meuns seemed to nppro\"(: of this double burthen ,
she bouudcrl , bolted, and would soon have
thrown Father J'hilip over her head, had not tha
maiden with a firm hand detained him in the

saddle.
At length the rest ive brute changed her hu­

mnur ; nnd , From refusing to hudge off the spot,
suclclenly stretched her nose homeward, and cla­
shed into the ford as fast. as he could scalllper.
A new terror no v invaded the 1\1onk's mind ­
t he furd eemerl unusual! y deep, the water erl­
(lied 01I ill strong ri p ple from the counter of the
mu le , ani] began to rise upon her side. l'hilip
la t lli.s l're euce of mind, w [rich was at no timc
his most ready attribute, the mule yielded to
the \n~ibht of the current, and as the rid er wa
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not attentive to keep her head turned up the
river , she drifted do,Ynward, lost the ford, nd
her footing at once, and hegan to swim w i h
her head down the stream. And what was suffi­
cicntly strange, at the same moment, n otwith­
standing the extreme }Jcril, tile damsel hegan to
sing, thereby increasing, if Ilny thing could in­
crease, the budil y fear of thc worth r Sacristan.

I.

r.IHriIy swim We, the moon shines bright,
Both current and TIpple arc danc ing in Ii ht,
"Ve have roused the /light raven, I heard him croak,

As we pl ash'el along beneath the oak
That Ilings its bro ad branches so far and so wide,
Their shadows are dancing in mid st of the tide,
,,"Vho wakens Ill)' nestli,,£s," the raven he said,

"l'ly beak shall ere morn in his hlood he red.
For a blue swoIen corpse is a dainty meal,
And 1'11 have my share with the l'ikc and the eel.""

n.
Merrily swim we, the moon shines bright,
There's a Solucn £l.'am on the dist ant hughl,
There's a silver shower on the alders dank,
And the drooping willows that wave Oil the bank.

I see the Abbey, both turret and tower.
It is all astir for the vesper hour;
The Monks for the chapel are leaving each cell,

But where's Father Phrhp, should toll the bel1~

Ill.
Merrily swim ve, the moon shines bright.

Downward we drrft through shadow and Ji.bt.

Under yon rock the eddres sleep.

Calm and lilent, dark and deep.
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T h e KeJpy has risen from th e Fathomle ss pool.

He has lifhled his candle of death and of dool :

Look, Father. look. and you'Il laugh to l ee

H ow he sapes and glares with hi s eyes on th e. !

IV.

Good luck 10 your fishing, whom watch )'e to-night '?
A man of mean or a man of rninht '?
Is it Iayrnan or Pfltst that mu t float in your cove,

Or lover who crosses to visit his love?

Hark! heard ye th.. Kelp)' reply as we passed.-

"God's blessing on the warde r, he lock'd the bridge fa st!

All that come to my cove are Slink,

Priest or layman, lover or monk."

How lo ng the dnmsel might. have conti nued
to sing, or where the terrified l\'lunk's journey
might have ended, is uncertain A s sh e sung tile
las~ stanzn, they arri ved at., or rather in, a broad
tranquil sheet of water, caused by a strong wier"
or dam-Ireud , running across the river , which
dashed in a broad cataract over the barrier. The
mule, whether from chuice, or infiuenced hy the
suction of the current, made toward the cut
intended to supply the convent rnills , and en­
tcred it half .'1\ iUJlning half wading, and vit.ching
the unlucky Monk to and fro in the saddle at a
fearful rale,

A~ his person flew hither and thither, hi
garment became luosc, and in a effort to retain
it, his hand lighted on the volume of the Ladr
of Avencl which was in his bosom. No sooner
had lie gras}'ed it, than his companion pitched
him out of the saddlc into the stream, where.
still keeping her hand on his collar, she gave him
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t w o or th ree good souses in the watery fluid, 50

us to en sure thnt e\'ery part of him had i ts share
of wetting, and th en quitted her hold when h e
was so near t he side that by a slight effurt (of
a great one he was incupable v) he might scram­
ble on shore. This acc ordingly he accomplished,
and turning his eyes to see what had become of
his ex traord inary companion, she was DO where
to he cen , hut still he heard, as if from the
surface of the ri ver, and mixin/!; w i t.h the noise
of t.he water hreaking over the dam-head, a frug­
ment of her wild long, which seemed to run
thus:

Landed-landed! the black b ook hath won,
Else had ) 'OU een Be rwiek with morning sun!
S.ill ye, and save ye. an d blyt h e mot ye be ,

For seldom Ihey land th at go SWUIlIntng with m e,

The ccstacy of the Monk's terror could he
endured no longer; his head grew dizzy, and,
after staggering a few stcps onwnrd and running
himself against a wall , he sunk down in a state
of insenaibility.

CHAPTER VI.
Now Id us sit in eonrlave, That th e-e weed .
13- rooted fr om Ihe vineyard 01 rhe cbu rr h,
'1 hat these foul tares Le seve re d from t he wheat,
'\IVe are, [ trust, agr eed. - Ye' h ow to do ttus
J.li'or hurt the who lesome crop aud lender vuie-plants,
Craves 60 od avisemenr ,

Til t! Riformarion.

T III: vesper service In the Monu te ry Church of
St lYlarY'i was now over. The: AlIbut had dis -
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robe(I himself of his magllificent vestures of cere­
111011 .', and resumed his ordinary habit, which
'was a black gown, worn oyer a white cassock,
'with a narrow scapulary; a decent and venerab­
le dress, which was well calculated to set off to
ad"antage th e portly mien of Abbot Boniface.

In quiet tim es no one could have fille<1 the
state of a mitred Abbot, for such was his digni­
ty, more decently than this worthy prelate. He
had, no doubt, many of those habits of self- ill­
dilIgence which men are apt to acquire who live
for themselves alone. He was vain, moreover ;
an rl when boldly confronted, hnd sometimes shcwn
symptoms of timidity, 110t very consistent with
the Iligh claims which he }lrcferred as an emin­
ent memb er of the church, or with the punctunl
(lefer ence w lrich he exuctcrl from Iris religious
brethren, and all who \' ere placed under hi
command. Dut he wa hospitable, charitable, and
by no means of himself disposed to proceed, itk
severity agains t any one, In short, he would in
other tim es ha ve slumbered out llis term of pre­
ferment with 35 much cr edit as any ot.her "purp­
le i\bbot," who lived easily, hut at the same time
decorously-slep t uu ndly, and disquieted himself
with no dreams.

But the widc alarm spread through the whole
Church of H.ome by th e progress of the reformed
d oct.rin cs , sorely .li,lurbell the repo e of Abbot
B oniface, and o pcncrl to him a wide field of du­
ties and cares w hich he had never so- much :I~

dreamel! of. 'I'h ere w ere opinions to be combat­
ted and rcfu tell-l' la ctic es to be enquir d iIlLO­
heretics to be detec ted and punished - the fallen
Qff to be rccbimed - the wa ' c r i n ~ to be confirm

ed-
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erl -sc.lndal 10 be removed from the cle'gy, 8n,1
t lre vigour of discipline to he re-e, ta\dlshed.
1'0 .-t upon l'ost rr ived at the 'lo na stc r -' of Se
l\11l1-y's-llorci re c·king, and riders cxlruu cII­
I l l i ~ Ir om th e l' ri vy Council, that from th e I'rim­
ate of Scot luml , and this other again fl0111 the
Queen . other, exIlOrling, apl'rovin /:" conclclllning,
requc~ling advice UpOIl thi s su iJject, and requir.
ing information upou th a t

1 h ese missives Ab bot Honiface received with
an important air uf he-l plessuess , or a helpless
air of importance, w-hi chever the read er may
please to term i t, evulcing at once gratified vani­
ty, nnrl }lTofound t roub le of m i nrl.

The sharp - w iu.e .l Primate of Saint Anure\"s
hl"l foreseen the defici encies of th e Pr ior of St
l\lary's, and e ndeavoured to 1,rovide ror lhcl'll by
gelling adrnittccl into hi l\'[onas cry as ' u b Prior
n brother Cisterciau , a man of parts and k nov '_
leclge, devoted t o the serv ice of the Catholic
church. and very ca puble not only to :.dvi\e the
Abbot upon oc casions of dillicuIty, but to make
him en sib le of his dut y in case lie should be
frOI1\ good nature or tilllidlty. di posed to shrink
fr om it.

Father Eustace lllaycd the same p art in the
l on astery as tI e old g en eral" 1'0, in lOreign ar­

mies is placed at the elbow of the l'rince of
the Blood. who nominall y commands in chief,
on condition of attempting notlllng without t he
advice of his dr y-nurse ; and he hared the fate
of all uch dry-nurse. being he ar t ily di ' liI ed as
well a Feared by his princi pul. otil], however
the l'rimate's intention was fUlly answ ered. Fa:
ther Euslace be came the con taut theme and oft-

Tu£ 1\10.'AiHI T VeL. I. s
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en the bug-llc;}r of th e w orthy Abbot, who hard­
ly dnred to t urn h imse lf in his be-l without con­
si ,:ering w hat F ather E u st ace would think of it.
In cv er y ca ve of d i llicu l tv , Father Eustaee was
umm o necl, am] h is op in ion as kc d ; and no sooner

w as the emhur r a sment r em o vcd , than the Ab.
b ot's n ex t tho ught. was how to get rid of his
mlviser, In e ve: v lett er w hi ch he wrote to th ose
in th e go\'ern lll e~ t, IlC recomm ended Father Eus­
tace to s om e ll ig h chur ch preferment, a bishoprie
or an abbey j and as they dropped one after an­
otl ier , and w ere otherwise conferred, he began
10 think, as hc confessor] to the Sacristan in th e
bitterness of his spir it., that Ih e Monastery of St
l\1a1 y's had got a life - rent lease of their Sub.
P rior.

Yet more indign:mt 11c would have -bcen, had
he su sp ected that Fath~r Eustace's ambition was
fixed upon his own mitre, which, From some at.
tacks of a n ap oplectic nuturr-, which the Abbo t'
Frien ds deemed more se rious th an he himself, it
was supposed might be shor tlv vacant. But the
confidence which, lik e o th er dignitaries, he repos­
ed in h is Own heal th, prevent ed Abbo t Boniface
fr om im ag iniug tha t it h-Id any concatenation
with th e motiuns of Fa ther Eus:ace.

T he necess ity un de r w hic h he found himself
o f consult ing w ith Il i~ g rand adviser, in ea es of
r eal drHicult y, re nderor l I he w orthy Abbot part i­
cularly desirous of doing withou t him in all or­
dimlry cases of :HlII,ilIi,t lat ion, though not with­
Out c()n ~iu e ri l1g v ba t Fat b cr Eustace would have
said of t he matter. I l e co rn ed , therefore, to
~ive a h in t 10 the Su b v I'rior of the bold stroke
by which he had di:'}Ja tehcd Brother Philip to
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Glend carg ; but when the Yespers came without
his re-"l'pearance, he became a little uneas y, the
more as other matters weighell upon h is mind.
'I'he feull .w ith the warder 01' k eeper of the
bricIg..: threatened to be attended wi th bad conse­
quence" as the man's quarrel was tak en up hy
the martial Ba ron under whom he served; and
pressing letter, of an unpleasant te nd ency had
just arri "eel I rorn the l'rima c. Like a gouty
m an , who catches hold of his crutch while he
curses the infirmity which reduces him to use it,
the Abbot, however reluctant, found himself oh­
liged to require Eustace's presence, after the ser­
vice was oyer, in his house, or rather l'alace,
which was attached to, and made part of the
Monastery.

Abbot Roniface was seated in his highhacked
chair, the grotesllue carved back of which termin­
atcd in a mitre, before a fire w here two or
three large logs were reduced to one red glowing
mass of charcoal. At llis el bow, on an oa ken
stand, stood the remains of a roasted capon, on
which his reverence had made his e vening meal,
flanked by a goodly stoup of Bourd eaux of ex­
cellent flavour. lIe was ga zing indolcn t! y on the
fire, partly engaged in medita ti on on his past
And present fortunes, partly occupied by end ea­
vouring to trace towers and steeples in the r ed
Qmber~.

" Yes," thought the Abbot to hims elf, "in
that red porspeccive I could fancy to 11\ ysclf the
p eaceful towers of Dund rennun, wher e 1 pas ed
lIly life e re I was cnlled to pomp and to trouble.
A quiet brotherhood we were, regular in our
lUonOlstic duties s and when the fUllLics of hu-
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:,b,uh'e,l hy cad, 0 1.11(>1', aud the 1110 t formid:t),)e
llart of Ll JC peuance ,\ , IS the jest of nle convr-ut
un tlw cu lpi it. I c.m almust fancy that 1 t: :

the cluister - g nrrl en , and tlt~ llear-tr 'c s which I
graftcd wit l. lily (.WI1 hanos. An«] for wllat h:l\'c
I changed all this, hut to be overwlJdmed with
business wlii ch ro nccrns me not , to be c:Jllt:e)
NIy Lord i\bhot. : nel 10 be tutored hy Father
Eust acc ? I" ould tl/(~,e towers wr-re the Abl,l'~'
of Abcrbrothock, :1011 Fathcr Euslace the Abbot,
or I would he were ill t Iic fi'e on any terms, so
I were rid of him, The l'rimatp. says our Holy
Father the Pope hath :1!I ari viser - l am sure he
could not live a w eek with such an ad viser a,
mine. 1'111'11 there is no learning what Fut.her
Ew,tace thill1,;~ till ou confess -your Own dilfi
culties-no hint will bring forth Iris opinion-h,~
is like a nriser, w ho will nut unbuckle Iris purse
10 l.estuw a fa~1 hillg, un til the wretch who n ,.,I!,
it has owned IJis ex cess of 110\ ellr, am] wrulI l~
out the boull by importunity. And Ihus I mu
disholloUler! in the «yes of my religiou.> brethren,
who hehol.l me treated like a cln ld wlii h Ilath
no cnse of its 0\\'11-£ will bear it no long r!­
Brother Renne ,- (a lay brother ansv -e red to 1.;3
call) - tell Father Eust:lce that I need not Iri­
presence, "

"I came to say to your reverence, that III~
holy father is ent- 'ring even now from the clo i .
ter: .,

,.Be it 0," ,lid the Abhot, "he is \ve!com(>­
remO\'e these tIJing;-or rRther, place a tr ' n her.
the holy falller n13Y be a Iitt.l« hungrY-yd, 110

teulO"fj th~m, for tLere i. no good fellowship



A IifTy Will, which, working out its way,
Fretted the pUll), body to dec ay,

Al1d o'~r - jnfor med the tenement of clay.
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He turned with convcntual reverence to the
Lord Ahbot; and as t.h y stood togedlCr, it "as
scru cc 1'05 ib le to see a more corn p let e difference
nf 1'0111I nn.] expre si on. The f:,ood-natured rosy
face aut! laughing eye of tl re Al,!Jot, which even
his p ...-seru anxiety could not greatly ruJlle, ws s
a \\ onrl erfu] contra t to the I hin l'allill cheek
and IIui k l,cnelraril1g glance of the l\Jonk, in
wl.icl, an I ag,er and k ce n sp iri t glanct:d through

eyes to w hich it secured to C;i\ e supernatural
lu t re,

Tile Ahbot opened the conversation by mo­
tiolling 10 his Monk to ta k e a stool, and ill'\iting
to a cup of wine, The courtesy was declined

in him-Let the stoup of wine remain however,
and place another cup."

The Iny br ot.lrer ob eye.l th e~e contradictory
commands in the war he ilJ,l~c I most seemly _
lll~ removr-d the carcase of the half.~acked capon,

::nd placed t vo gobl ets 1e>irle the stoUI) of Rour­
.leaux. At thr- ame instant entered Father Eus­
taee.

lIe was a thin, sharp-Fncerl, slight-malle litt­
le man, who e keen grey eyes s eem ... ,1 almost to
look throu!?l. the person to "hum he addressed
Lill1~elf. His body was emaciata.l not only with
t.he Fasts which h e 01> ' erved with I ip,id }lunctua­
lily, hut. also hy the nct iv an.l unwearied exer­
ci s e of his sharp and l,ierciug intellect.
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with respect, yet not without a r emark, that the
vesper-service was past.

"For the stomach's sake, brother," said the
Abbot, colouring a liUle-" you know the text."

,.It is a <bngerous one," answered the IHonk,
"to handle alone, or at late hours. Cut off from
human society, the juice of the grape becomes a
perilous companion of solitude, and therefore I
shun it."

.Abbot Boniface had poured himself out a
goblet which might hold about hair an Engli h
pint; hut, either struck with the truth of the
ob~erYalion, or ashamed to act in direct opposi­
tion to it, he sulfere,l i t to remain untast.ed be­
fore him, and he immediately changed the sub­
ject.

"The Primate had written to us," said he,
"to make strict search within our bouruls after
the heretical p ersons denounced in this list, w~o
Irave withdrawn themselves from the jus tice which
their opinions deserve, It is deem ed probable
that they will a ltempt to ret ir e to England by
our Borders, and the Primate requireth me to
watch with vigilance, and what not,"

"Assuredl r," said the l\lonk, "the magistrate
should not bear the sword in vain - those be
they that turn the world upside <lawn-and loubt­
less your reverend wisdom will with due dili­
gence second the exertions of the Hight Hove­
rend Father in God, being in the percmlJtory de­
fence of the lIoly Church."

"Ay, but how is t his to be <lone!" answer­
eel the Abbot; "Saint l\lary aid us! The Primate
writes to me as if I were 11 temporal Baron _ a
man under command, having soldiers under him!
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He sa 'S , send forth - scour the country - guard
the 1I8sses - Truly these men do not travel 'as
those who would gi\'e their Iives for nothing ­
rhe last who went south passed the drymarch at
the Riding- burn with an escort of thirty spears,
as our reverend brother the Abbot of Kel so did
write unto us . How are cowls and scapularies
to stop the way?"

, Your Bailiff is accounted a good man - at­
arms, holy father," said Eustnce , "your vassals
.rre obliged to rise for the defence of the TIoly
Kirk - i t is the tenure on which they hold their
hnlls if they will not come fOI t h for the Church
which gi \ 'CS them bread, let their possessions be
given to others,!'

,, \Vc shall not be wanting," said the Abbot,
collecting himself w ith iurpo rtunca, "to do what­
ever may advantage Holy Kirk - thyself shall hear
the charge to our Baildf and our officials - but
here again is our contr ov ersv with the warden
of the bridge and the Baron of l\leig:lllot -Saint
l\lary! vexations do so mult.ip lv upon the House,
und uIlon the generation, that a man WOt5 not
where to turn to! Thou d id t say, Father Eusta,
ce, tholl wouldst. look into our evid ents touchiug
t l.is free llassage for the }lilgrims"

.,1 have looked into the Chartulary of the
JIou e, holy father," aid Eu tace, ,, :m,l therein
I find a w ritt en and fo mal grnnt of all duties
and cu toms payahle at the draw-bri,lge of Brig­
ton, not only by ecclesiastics of this foundation,
hut by every }lilgrim truly desiglll'd to nccom­
Vii, h his vows at this house, to the Abbot Ail­
ford, and the Monks of I he House of Saint l\Tary
in Kermaquhair , from I hat time and for ever.
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The deer} it dated on Saint Bridf,et's Even, in
the year of Redemlllioll, 1/ 37, and bears the ~ign
and seal of thc gralller, Charlcs ofh:igulJot,
great-great-granrlfather of this Baron, and }lUrpoti
to be granted for the safety of his own soul, and
for the weal of the souls of his father and moth.
er , and of all his prerlecessors and succe ors,
being Barons of Meigallot."

"But he alleges ," said thc Aboot, "that the
bridge_ wards ha\'e been in possession of th('~e
du es, and have rendered them ll\'ailable for snore
I han fifty ycars-allll the Baron threatens violen­
ce - meanwhile, the journey of thc pilgrims is
interrupted, to the prejllllice of thcir own souls
nnel the diminution of tile revenues of Saint Ma­
l y. The Sac! istan ad vised us to vu t on a ho at ;
lmt the warden, whom t hou knowest to be a
godless man, has Sworn the devil t ea r I,im, but
that if th ey put on a boat on tbe laird's str eam,
he will ri ve her board frOIll IJoard ' anr] tllen so- .
HIe say we should compound the claim for a
small Sum in silver" Here the Abbot paused a
mOment for a reply, hut receiving none, he ad.
ded, "But what t1linLest thou, Father Eustace?
wh y art rh ou silent?"

"Because I am surprised at the que. lion
which I he L ord Abbo t of Saint 1\1:1[)"5 asks at
tile youngest of his brethren,»

"Younge t in time of your abode with us,
Brother Eustace," said the .\ hbot, "not ' o llnge t
in years, or I think in expcrience_ SulJ.l'riOl ' al­
so of t h is COnYent.'.

,,1 am as 'onlSberl," COntinued Eustace, "tbat
th e Ahbot of this \"cnClahl c house should ask of
allY one, whether he can alienate tbe pallimony
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an uncon cienl ious, and per!.:l pi a he retic haron ,
the rig hts conferr ed on this church hy hi s devou t
progeni tor. I'op cs ann coun cils alike p rohibit it
- th e hon ou r of t he livin~. and the w ea ] of de­
p ar ted souls, alik e forb i,l i t it ma y not he. To
fo rce , if h e dare us e i t , we must surreu d er ; hu t
n ev e r h y our co nse nt sho uld we see the good~

of the ch urch p lu ndered, with as li u le scruple
as he w 0111,I dr ive off n he rd o f Eni?,li,;h beeves.
House y ou cself', rev erend fath er, and fl tlllbt nor h­
ing hut tha t the g oo,1 caus e shall l'rc\'a il 'Vhet
the sp ir itual sword, a nd direct. it llgain,tthe wick.
ed w ho w oul .I usurp on our holy ri ghts. '''het
the temporal sword of it be ne cessary, and stir
up the courage and zeal of yu u r lo yal vusaals.' !

The Abbot sighe<1 deepl y. ,,1\11 t llis," he sai d,
"is soon spoken Ily him \ '.lw hnth to act it n ot.;
lJUt" - ] re was interrupt.ed b y t lre ent.rnnve of
Bennet rath er has ti ly , "Tllc mu le on w h icli the
Sacristan hall set out in th e murning h:\l1 re tu r n­
ed," h e sui .l , ,.to t.he convent st ub le al l o ve r
w et, and with the saddle turned round ben ea th
her belly

" an cta M aria!" sai .l :lI e Abb ot, " ou r dear
bro th er h ath pel i' ilcd Ir o ru lh,~ \'..,,)'. "

"I t JIlay 1I0t h tl," snid E 1\"" Ce 1I ht ily- "Id
, he hell be to lled cuu-e t he brcl:1I ell to '?et

t o rches - alarm th e yillag(' - lll .r ry d oJ wn to t he
r ive r -1 lily el f \\ ill be th e f UII:'I1I" ' I. "

T he re al Abbot, 5100 11 astonish ed al111 3 6:1pC,

wh en a t once he beh eld hi'! oIli ce fil led, nnd saw
all which h e ollt?,h t to hav e ordci e-l , go i " g for.
ward a t t Ile di c tates of t he voun a c-t j\ lu l1 k in
the con ven t, BUl ere th e or der; ol l~~ . tac e, w hich
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nobody dreamed of dis}lllting, were carried into
execution, the necessisty was prevented by the
sudden apparition of the Sacristan, whose sup..
posed danger excited nIl the alarm.

CHAPTER VII.

Raze out the written troubles of the brain,
e lfallSe rhe foul bosom of the perrlous stuff
ThaI w erghs upon lhe heart.

11laconh.

VV II A T betwixt cold and frighl the affiicted Sa­
cris: an stood befure his Superior, propped on
the friendly arm of the convent miller, drenched
'with water, and scarce 11 ble to utter a syllable.

Arrer various attemllts to speak, the first
words he uttered were,

"Swim wc merrily - the moon shines birpht,«

"Swim we merrily!" retorted the Abbot in­
dignantly, "a merry night have ye cl osen for
swimming, and a becoming salutation to your
Superior: "

"Our brother is bewildered," said Eustnce ,
"speal" Father I'Irilip , how is it wi h you?"

.. Good luck to i'our fishing,» -

continued the Sacristan , with a most dolorous
attempt at the tune of his strange companion.

"Good luck to your fishing ." repeated the
Ahbot, still more surprised anr] displeased by
my holidome he is drunken with wine, and eo­
mes to our }lreSence with his jail: catches in his
throat. If bread and water can cure this fol­
ly" --



75

""rith yo ur parrlon , venerable father," saicl
the Sub- Prior , "of water our brother has bad
enough and met.hiriks , the confusion of his eye
i s rather that of terror, than of llught un he co­
ming his l'rofession. \ Vhere didst t liou Iin d him,

Hob :viill"r 1"
"An it please your reverence, I did go but

to shut the sluice of the mill - and as 1 was
goinlT to shut the sluice, I heard sOlllet~inggroan
near to me - but judging it was one of Gi ­
les Fletcher's hogs, for so please you, he never
shuts 1.is gate, I caught U}I my lever, and was
about - Saint l\l:Iry forgi ve me! - to st rike
where I heard the sound , when, as the sain ts
wuuld have it, I heard the second groan just li­
ke that of a living rnn n, So 1 called up llIy kn a­
ves , and found the Father S acris tan lying wet
ami senseless under the wall of our kiln. So
soon as 'we broun lit him to himself a bit , he
IHayed to be brought to your rcvercncc , hut I
doubt me, hi~ wit s have gone a IH,JI) wavering
by the road. It was hut now that he spoke in
somewhat better form"

,,\Vdl!" said Brother Eu lace , "thou hast
<lone well Hob Miller; Duly bcgone now, and
remern her a second time, to pause, ere you stri­

ke in the d,uk."
"l'lea.- e your reverence, it shall be a lesson

to me," aid the mi ller "not to mistake a holy
man for a hog again, so lung as 1 live," AmI
lI\akiTl~ a bow 'W ith profound humijity , the mil­

ler withdrew.
". nd now that th is churl is gone, Father

l'hil ip," said Eustace , "wilt tho u tell our vene­
rable Superior what ails thee? art thou vino gra-
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v n t llS , man? if 80, we will have thee to thy
cell. "

,,'Ya tcr! water ! not wine I" mu ttered the
exhausted Sacris tan.

"Nay." sai d the M onk, "if that be thy com­
p laint, wine may p er haps cure thee ; " and 111'1

rea ched h im a cu p, w hic h the lla t icut drank off
to his gr cat ben efit.

"An(1 n ow, " sai d the Abbot, "let Lis gar­
men ts be ch angcr!, or ra t her le t hi m be ca rricd
to the infirmary ; for it w ill prejudi ce ou r hea lth ,
should we hear b is nar rative w h ile he s tand
th ere , s teaming lik e a rising h oa r-Fiost..«

"I will hear h is mlven tu re ," sail! Eustace,
.. and n~port i t. t o your revercn ,'C," Anti , RC­

('()l'Ilingl y, he a l.L l'n.I ecl t.lie Sacrist.an t o hi~ cell,
In about hal f ;111 hour he re t u rue. ] 10 the Ahbo t,

"How is i f w ith Fa th er l'hilip ?" said the
Abhot; " an d th rou gh w lia t cniue he iuto such a
sta te ."

" H e com '5 Frorn G]cnt]l'arg . r ev er end sir,"
s uid E ustu ce "aud Iur t.he re -I:', Ilc tc llet.h such
a ]CI?,CIIlI , as ha'i not been ) Il~anl i ll this 1\10n a­
lI,ery for (nany a I. lib day." lI e t he n ga vc the
L l.hot the ou tl ine of the Sacrilitlln 's avlve n tu res
ill th e homeward [ouruev , and a ') t!e.l, tha t For
sorne tim e he was inclincd to think hi , brain w as
iu li rm , scring he )",,1 un .;, lau ghed , an rl wep t,
all iu the saure hr cat h.

, . A v o nde: 'ul th ing i t is to u . " said the
Ahbo t : . , ',hat rt.a n ha g hee n permitted to pu t
Ior th hi s hand tllUS far on o ne of our sac re d
b r e t.lu "11 • •

"Tltle ," ~:licl F.I I,,-!" Eustac,,; . ,hu t [o r eVt:r r
t ext t here is a pa::'l'[uasc ; : nd 1 hu ve my su spi-
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cions, that if the drenching of Father P h ilip eo­
m et h of the Evil One, yet i t may not have been
altoge ther without his own ver,onal fault."

"How!" said the Father Abbot ; ,, 1 will not
believe that thou makest doubt that Satan, in
former flays, hath been permit ted to amict saints
and ho ly men, even as he afllicted the p ious

Job? "
,.God forhid I should make question of it,"

sni.l the 1\Ionk , crossing himself; "Jet, where
there is :\11 expoairion of the Sacristan's t ale,
which is less than mirnculous , I hold it safe to
co ns ider it at least, if not to abide hy it. N o vv,
t h is Hob the l\lille r hnth a buxom dangllter.
Suppove, I sa)' only suppose, that o ur Sacristan
m et her at the ford on her return from h er un­
cle's on the o.her side, for there she hath th IS
evening been - supr'0se, that, in courtesy, and
to save her stripping, hose :lIl n sh oon , the Sncri­
s ta n brought ha across behind him - suppos@
he carri ed hi~ familiarities Iart her I lra n the mni­
den was willing to adlllit. all,l we may ,·"ily
suppnse, farther, that this wetting was the re­
sult of it .•

"A nd this legend inveut.erl to deceive \l ~, "

s a id the uperior , flJdllenillg with wrath ' "but
moot stricti: sh ull it lIe sifted an.l enquired Ill'
to, it is not 1I1'nn us tha t F nth er l'h ilip must
llope to l'a~s the re ult of his own evil practices
for doings of Satan To-morrow cite the wench
to a p1'ear before us - we will exauiiuc, and we
w ill llUn i~h."

" Under your reverence's favour," aid Ell­
stace , "that were but l)()or pollC:)". A" tbillg~

now stand with us, the heretics catch hold of
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ea ch fly ing report which tends to the scandal of
our clergy. \ \"e mu, ' abate the evil , not only
by strengtheniug discipline, IJUt also by suppres­
sing and stifling the voicc of scandal. If my con­
jectures are true, the miller's da ugl]te t' will Le
silent for her own sak e j and your Reverence's
authori ty may also im po se silence on her father,
and on che Sacristan. If he is again found to af­
f ord room for throwing dishonour on his order,
Le can be punished with -everi ty , but at the
same time with ecrecy, For what S:lY the Dc­
cretals? Facinore o stru d: dum punien tu r , flltgi tia.
autem abscondi d,.bellt."

A sentence of Latin, as Eustace h ad before
observed, hall often much influence on the Ab.
bo t, he ..au re he un der sto od it not f1ucntly , and
w as ashamed to ack no w ll'dge his ·gn()ranc~. On
these terms they 11arted for the ni1!,bt.

The next day, Abbot Ilo uiface st rictly inter­
r oga ted IJhilip on tlie re al cause of his disaster
of the previolls night BUl the Sacri tan st ood
firm to his story j nor was he found to vary from
any point of it, althoutih the answers he return­
ed w ere in some degree incohere nt, owing to hi
intermingling with t hern ever and an on snatches
of I he strange damsel ', song, which had made
such deep iu.pression on his imnginntion, tha t he
could not prevent himself from imitating it re­
p eatedly in the co urse of h is exn nination, The
Abbot had compassion with the Sacristan's invo­
l u nta r y frailty, to which something supernatural
ae6111etl annexed , and finally became of opinion,
that Father Eu l:ICe'S more natur-al explnnation
was rather plausible than just. And indeed, al .
t ho ug h we have recorded the adventure as we
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nnd it written down, we cannot forbear to and
that there w as a schism on I be subject in the
Convent, aud that several of the brethren p re­
tended to have go od reason for thinking th at the
black e yed millers daughter was at the bo t vom

of the affa ir af ter all. Whichever way it might
b e interpreted, all agreed tb at it had too ludi­
crous a sou nd to be permitted to get ab road, and
therefore the Sacristan was charged on his vow
of obedience to say no more of his ducking an
injunction which, having once eased his mind by
telling hi s story, it may he well conjectured that
ht: joyfull y IIbeyed.

The attention of Father Eustace was much
le ss forcibly arrested by the marvellous talc of
the Sacristan's danger, and his esc ape, thn n by
the ment.i on of rhe volume w h ich he hall bro ught
with him from the Tower of Gl endearg. A co­
py of the Scri ptures, translated into the vulgar
tongu e, h ad found its wa y even into the proper
territor y of the church, and hud been found in
one of the most hidd en and se q uest.ered recesses
of th e Ilolidome of Sain t. Mary·s.

He anxiously requested to see the volume.
In thi s the acristan was unable to gratify him.
for he had lo st it, as far as he recollected , when
the superna tural being, as he conceived her to
b e. too her departure from him. Father Eustace
went down to the spot in person , and searched
all a rou nd it, in ho p es of recovering th e volume
in qu est ion; bu t his la bour was in vain, He re­
tu rn e.l to the Abbot, and repo rted, that it must
have fallen into the ri ver of th e mill. t rea m ; "for
I will hardl y believe," he said, " t lw t F; ther I' hi-
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lip', musical frienrl would fly off with a copy of
the H oly Scr ip rures.»

,.Bemg," 'a id the Abbot, "as it is, a hereti­
cal t runsjati on, it may be thought that Satan war
h ave powcr over it."

"Ay" aid Father Eustace, "it is ind eed hi
chiefest. magazine of artillery, wh en he inspu et.h
presumptuous and d..ring uren to set forth their
own op i nions and expo it io n s of Holy " 'rit.
But though th u abus cd , th e Scriptures are the
source of our . OIl \" 11l io n , an .l a re no mora to be
reckon ed u nho lv , beca us e of Llll:S e r/lsh men's
ll ro cee ,l i n ~ ,; , than a llo wel i"ul me dicine is to be
contemned, or hcl,l 1l0iSOlllllh, \'ecau .,e l.old a llll

evil leeches ha\ e employed i t to ti le }Jrejudic~ of
their patients, \ \' il h the llcl'IlIi,;siun of you r re ­
vereuce , I would t l.nt 1l'IS lIIllller w c rc ]onk cl\
i n to more closely. I will lIIy.-.:lf vi,it the ',-.. ver
of GlcIlIlcllrg er c I am marl} ho ur s o lder , :11111 we
will s ee 01' an y sped- re or wlut« woumn of t J.~

wild w ill vc 11 t ure t o iu lerr u}J t my jouruey 0 r l e.
turn. JLiv e 1 'o u r r c verernl peru.issiou a\HI your
blessin g '? , he adr lerl, hu t in . t t.oue t hat allpc :lred
to ,;ct nu grf'at s tur e by t it he r.

,:1 ), ~.U ba~l bo th, m y h ro ther," a ill th e Ab.
bot; hilt nu so one r b al E us tace left t.he :lp:.rt­
ment , t huu BUJlifac e could nut 11I~lp br eaking on

the willing car of the Sa cr istun Ili~ sincere wish,
that any spirit, black , wL ite , or grey, w ou hi
read the ud viser such a Ies un, as to cure hilll
of his I reaum ption in ejlt:cllling him elf wiser
than the w h ole community .

,,1 v... ish him n o w orse lesson," said the Sa­
cristan, "ti,an to go 1\\ ilTlllling urerri] r down the
river with a ghesc b ehind, und Kelpie's night­

crows



81

crows and mud-eels all waiting to have a snatch
a t hilll.

l\l errily swim we, the moon shims bri ght!
Go od lu ck 10 your fishi ng, whom watch you to-n i/;ht ?"

"Brot her Phili!)," said the Abb ot, "wc ex-. .
110rt thee to say t hy pr:lyers, compose t h vsclf,
and bani sh that foolish chaun t fr om th y milld ;­
i t is but a deception of the devils.!'

"I will essay , reverend fa th er," sa id the Sa­
cristan, "hut the tune llangs h Ill y memory like
a burr in a !,eggar's rags; it mi ngles with the
Psalter - the very bells of th e convent seem to
repeat the w orrls , and jingl e to th e tunc; and
were 'ou to ]JUt me to de ath at this very mo­
ment, it is my belief I should die singing it ­
"No\'! swim we merrily' - it is all it were a
spell upon me.'!

He then again begon to warble

"Good luck to your fi hing.s

Anti checking himself in the strain with difficul­
ty, he exclaimed, "It is too certain - I am but
a lost priest! Swim w e merri ly - ,I will sing it
at the ve ry ma s - \Voe is me! I sh all sing all
the r em ain der of my life, and yet ne ver be able
t o change the tune!"

The honest bbot replied, "he knew many
a good fellow in the same condition;" and con­
cluded the remark with "ho! ho! ho!" for his
reverence, as the r eader may p artly have obser­
ved , was one of those dull folk, who love a
quiet joke.

TuJ1, MO.'A5TiRr, VOL, 1. s



82

The Sacristan, well acqua inte<1 with his Suo
perior's humour , e ndeavoured to joi n in dI e

laugh, hut his u nfo rtun a te canticle came aga ill
across his imaginati on, and interrupted th e hila­
rity of hi s customa ry echo.

"By the rood, Brother Philip," said the Ab­
hot mu ch mo vod , " you become altoge ther i nt o­
lerable! an d I am Ca ll vinced tha t such a spell
could not su hs ist 0 er a p er.' on of religion , an rl
in a religi ous h ous e, unless he were unde r 11101'­

tal sin. \ " h eet-fore, sa y the se ven p enit en t iar y
p salms - make dilige nt us e of thy scourge and
h air-cloth - refra in for three days fr om all Ioorl ,
s ave br ead and water - I myself wil! shrive th ee,
and \ve will see if t lris singing devi] may he dri­
y en out of th ee; at least I t hink Father E ustace
himself could dev ise no be tter exorcism."

The Sacristan sighe.l deeply, hut k new re ­
monstrnnca w ns vain . He retired t her efore to
his cell, to try ho w far psalmody nlight be abTe
to (hive off the sounds of the syren tunc which
haunted his memory,

Meanwhile, Father Eusta ce p roceeded to the
draw,bri dg e, in hi s way t o t he lon ely valley of
Glendearg. In a bri ef conversation w ith th e chur­
li sh ,varder , he had th e ad dress to render him
more trac table in t he con trovers y betwixt him
and the convent. H e reminded him that h i· fa­
ther had been a vas sal under the comnrun it v ;
that bi s broth er w a childl ess and that th eir pos­
se ion w ou ld revert to the church 011 his dea th,
and might be ei the r SIan ted to himself th e
warder, or to some g reate r favourit e of tl w A b­
bot, as matters chanced to stand betwixt th em
at the time. The Sub l'rior suggested to hiw al.
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'0, the necessary connection of interests betwixt
the Mon;l~tery and the oflice which this man en­
joyed. He Iis teued with temper to his rude and
churl ish answ ers : and by ke eping b,is own inter­
est firm pitched in his view , he had tIle satis­
fac tion 10 find that Peter gr:Hlually softened his
tone, and consented to lc:t every l}ilgrilll who
travel] d upon foot pass free of exaction un t il
Pentecost next; they who travelled on horseback
or otherwise, call enting to IJay the ordinary
custom. lIa\'ing thus accommodated a matter in
which the weal of the convent was so deeply
interested, Father Eustace proceeded on his jour­
ney.

CHAPTER VIII.

Nay . dally no t with time . the wise man 's treasure.
Though fools are lavish on'I-lhe fatal Fisher
Hooks souls, while we waste moments.

OU Play.

A NOYE.1DEI\ mist overspread the little valley,
up which slowly but steadily rode the Monk
Eustacc. lIe was not in-en ible to the fe ling
of wet nch oly ins ired by the scene and by th e
season, The stream seemed to murmur with a
deep and oppressed note, as if bewailing the de.
parture of Autumn, Among the scattered cop es
wl ich here and there fringed its banks, the oak­
t rees only retained that pallid gre n that prece­
des their russet hue. The leaves of the willows
, ere most of them stripped Irom the branches,
la y rustling t each breath and di turbed by e\'e -



TT step of the mule; \ 'hile the foliage of other
trees, totally withered, kept still precarious }los­
sess i ons of the boughs, waiting the first wind to
strew them.

The Monk dropped into the na tural train of
pensive thought, which these au tumnal emblems
of mortal h op es arc particuliarly calculated to
impire. "There," he said, looking at the leaves
which lay st.rewer] around, "lie the hopes of ear­
ly youth, first formed that they may soonest
wither, and loveliest in spring to become most
contemptible in winter , but you, ye lingerer,"
added he, looking to a knot of beeches w hicli
srill bore their withered leaves, "you at e the
proud plans of ad venturous manhood, formed la­
ter, and still clinging to the mind of age, although
it acknowledges their inanity! None lasts-none
endures, save the foliage of the hardy oak, which
only hegins to sh ew itself when that of the rest
of the forest has enjoyed half its existence.
pale and decayed hue is all it possesses, but still
it retains that symptom of \·itality to the last. _
So be it with Father Eustace! The fairy hopes
of my youth I have trodden under foot like tho­
lie neglected rustlers - to the proud er dreams of
my manhood I look back as to lofty chimeras, of
which the pith and essence has long since faded;
but my religious vows, the faithful profe sion
wliich I have made in my maturer age, shall re­
tain life while aught of Eustace lives. Danger­
ous it may be - feeble it must be - yet live it
shall, the proud determination to serve the church
of which I am a member, and to combat the he­
resies by which she is assailed." Thus spoke, at
least thus thousht) a man zealous according to

M-
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his imperfect knowledge , confounding the vital
interest of Ch rist.ianity with the extravagent and
usurped claims of the Church of Rome. au d de­
fending his cause with ardour worthy of a bet­
ter.

"\Vh ilc moving onward in this contemplative
mood, he could not help thinking more than on­
ce, that he saw in his path the form of a female
dressed in white, who appeared in th e attitude
of lamentation . But the impression vvas only
momentary, anrl whenever lie looked steadily te
the lloint where he con ceived the figure apl,ear­
ed it always 1lroved that he had mistaken some
natural object, a white cr:lg, or the trunk of a

decayed birch tree with its silver bark, for the
appearance in question.

Father Eustace harl dwelt too long in Rome
t o partake the superstitious feelings of the mo re
ignorant Scottish clergy; yet he certain ly thought
it extraorrlinary, that so strong :11l impression
should have been made on his mind by the le ­
gena of the Sacrist an. "It is strange." he said
t o himself, "tbat this story, which doubtless w as
th invention of Brother l'hilip to cover his own
im1lropriely of conduct, shculd run so much in
my head and disturb my more . eriOl~s thou ghts
_ I am ' vont, I think, to have more corrunan d
upon my enses . I will repeat my prayers, and
banish such folly from my recoll ection."

The Monk acconlingl ' began \\ ith devot ion
to tell hi heads, according to the pre~c!"ihed rule
of his order. and was not ag:lin di turbed by
any wanderings of t.he imagination, until he foulIll
himself beneath the li ttle Iort: lice of Glell rlearg.

Dame Glendiuuing, who stood at the gate,



SG

set up a shout of surprise ana joy at ~ e ei " g th e
g ood fa th er. "l\l a rtin," sh e aid, "J asp er, w here
b e a' the fo lk? - h elp the right rc vercn d Su b.
rrior to d is moun t, and ta ke his mule fr om h im­
o fathe r! Ga ll has sent you in ou r n eerl-I was
ju t go ino to se nd man and horsc tu t he COIl ­

v en t, tho ugb I ou ght to be as hamcd to gi\ c s o
muc h t ro ub le to your r e verences .«

"Our tro ub lc ma tte rs not, go od dame," a ir]
Fath er E ustace ; in w hat can 1 lll easu re you? I
came h it he r to v i it the L ad y of .:\v('n ol."

\Ve ll. a - da y!" aid Dame Ali ce, ,, :lJJ<1 i t
w as e n her part th at I had th e boldn c., ~ 10

thi nk on sun:m oning TOu, for the goo ll lally w i ll
rrever be ahl e to w ear over the lia r! - "rou hl it
pleas c you to go to her charn bCl' ?"

"Hath sh e not be en sh ri ven b y Inth er l'h i1ill ?
said t he Monk,

"Shriven she was," ai d t li e D am e of Gl cnd.
earg, "and by F ather I 'Iri li p, :15 your l'e n :I OnCe
t ru ly says-- but-bu t I w isl . i t may lla\'c hee n a
clcan hr ift- leLllought Father l'h ilip looked bu t
m ood y upon it-an d there w as :1 book w hi eh he
to ok away w i th h im , t ha t " - Sh e paused as if
U 11\'- i ll ing to proceed .

"Speak ou t , Damc Gl enll inning," nid the
Father . "with us i t i s ) our duty to hay no e­
crets."

" l: ay, if it pI ca c your r ev crcncr-, i t is not
tha t 1 would k eep an: thing f rom Y OUI' rever ­
e nce 's know lr-dg c , but I ft a r I lroulrl 1'Ie judi cc
t he lady in )'our opinion ; for she i s ,"I excellent
la d y - m Olltb and rea r~ h as shc dwelt in tbis
to wer , and none more exemp lar y t hun sh > j bu t



87

this matter, doubt.less , she will explain it her­
self to your reverence."

"I desire first to know it fr om you, Dame
Gl end inning," said the M onk; an d I aga in r ep eal,
i t is . 'our duty to tell it to me ,.

"This book, if it pl ease your reverence, whi ch
Fa t.her l'hilip removed from Glendearg, was this
JIIornin g returned to us in a strang manner," said
th e good widow.

"lteturned!" said the Monk ; How me an you?"
"I mean, " answered D ame Gl endinning, "that

it w as hrought back to the town of Glendearg,
t he saints l-est know how-that same bo ok which

Fa th er l'hilip carried with him bu t yesterday.
O il Martin, that is my tasker and the lady;"
se rvan t, w as driving out the cow s to th e p asture
_ for w e have three good miik CO\VS, reverend
father, blessed be Saint 'Valdave, and thanks to
t lie holy M onastery"-

The Monk groaned with impatience; but he
remembered that a woman of the go oll dame's
cwndition was like a top, whi eh, if yo e. le t it
s-pin on untou chetl, must at l us t com e to a l ' 3 U ­

he; but, if y ou in te rru pt i t by flogging . there is
110 en d to its gyra ti ons. "But to sp eak no more

f th e cows, your reverence, thous h the y are
l ikely cattle as ever were tied to a Slake , th e
t asker was driving them ou t, and th e lad s, that
i , 111)' Halbert aud my Edward , that: our reve­
ren ce has een at church on holidays , and espe­
ciall y Halbert, - for yo u pauell h im on the Lead
and ga ve him a broa ch of Saint Cuth hert, wli ich
he wears in his bonnet, - and lit tle Ivlarv Ave­

nel, that i the lady's daugh ter , th ey ran' all uf­
l e r the ca ttle , and began to pl ay up and do wn
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across the rOUlD in a mus ing po s tu re

th e p :ls tu res as y ou ng folk w ill , yo u r l"eve re nce.
A n d at length t hey lost igh t of Martin nn r] the
cows ; arnl the r heg:ln to r un up a l it tIe cl euch,
w hich we call C Ori/l il ll sluan , w here there is a
w ee bit s tr ip e o f a burn , an d t.liev 5:lW th ere _
G ood guide us ! - a w h ite woman sitting 011 the
Lurll·~i r]e wring ing her hanlIs-so th e bairns we­
re fri g ht ed to see a tr an g e w om an sitting there,
all but H albert, who wi ll be s ix teen come ' '' hit­
Ilun lid e ; and, bes ides, he n ever fe are d onytl,ing
- and w hen tlley wen t up to her - behold sh e
w as passed aW:ly !"

" F or shame, goo d w oman!" said Fath er Eu,
Bt ace; " a 'woman of yo ur s ens e listen to a t ale
so id le ! - t he y oung fo lks told yo u a lie, an d
that was aIL"

"Nay, sir, it Was more tha n that," sai r] tlie
o]r] dame ; "for, besides that t hey n ever told me
a lie in t heir lives , 1 mus t w nrn y ou th at on
the ver y ground where the \Vhite \ Voman w as
<itt ing , t !lIlY found the L ady of Av eu el' s book,
a nd br o ught i t wi th them to t he tower." •

" T ha t is worthy of mark a t leas t ," sa i rl the
M onk. " Know you no o ther copy of this volu­

le wi thin tbese bound 1"

" one, your rever ence," returned E lspel h ;
1,\1-hy should there? - no one could read i t were
tIle) e (\,"(jnty."

,. ] he n vo u are sure i t is the yery same vo­
lume ' w hi cll' you b,l\ 'e to F ather l'hilip ," said
th e .1\ In nk

"A , u re a ' tha t I now speak \;·i th you r re.
Verell ce "

,,1t j

he wa ked
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,,1 have b een u p on nettles to hear wlrat y our
reverence would sa y ," continued Da me Glend,
inning, " respe ct ing this matter-There is n o thi ng
I would not do for the Lad y of Av eriel an n h er
farnil y, an d that has been }Jroverl, anrl fo r her
servants t o h oot, b oth Martin and Ti hh, :llthough
Tibh is not so ci vil sometime, :I S al togeth er I
Iia ve a ri ght to exp ect ; but I cannot th ink i t be ­
s eeming t o have angels, or ghos ts , or fa ines, or
the like, waiting u pon a leddy when he i s in
another w om an' s house, in respect it is n o w ays
creditable. Onythin g sh e had to do w as always
d one to her hand, without costing her either
pains or pence, as a coun try bo d y says ; and be­
sides the discred it, I cannot hut think that t here
is no safety in h :lving such unchancy crea tures
about an e, But 1 h av e ti ed reel t.lrre arl ro u nd the
b ai ms's th roats, (to her Ic ndness-s t.ill call eel them,)
and given ilk ane of them"a rid ing \v an d of ro-
van t ree, furbye sewing up a sli p of w itch . elm

into their rlou1: lets; and I w ish to know of y our
reverence if there b e any th ing mai r that a lone
woman can do in the matter of ghosts an d fa ir­
ies? - Be he re! that I sh ould ha ve n amed their
unlucky name twice ower !'.

"Dame Gl endin nin g," ans wered th e l\Ionk ,
som ewhat abrup tlv , when t he good w oman ha d
finish ed her nnrra t ivc, ,,1 pray yo u, d o you k now
the miller's cl au gh te r ?"

"Did I k now Kate H :lvper?" rel, lie d the
widow; " as w cel as the b eggar kn ow his d ish _
a can ty quean w as Kate, and a sp ecial cunuuer
of m y ain lIIay he twen ty years sync,"

"She cannot be th e wench 1 mea n , " said
Father Eustace ; "she after whom I enquire is



90

sc arc e fifteen, a bla ck-e y ed girl - you nla: - kl VC

seen hp.r at tI,e J.ilk."

"Your re vcren ce mus]. be in th e ri gh t; anr]

s lie is lil y c.u llllller' < ni ece, <l onhllcss, th a t y ou
a re p le ,hc,! to s peak of TIut I tLank God llwv e
a lwa ys heen too d ut eous in atten toin to the
m8S_, to kn ow w h. tll er y ou ng wenches have
black eyes o r g reen ones."

'lite g ood Ia t her had so much of the world
abou h im, t La! he w a u nahl e to avo id smiling,
w h en I he d .uue hoa sterl h er ahsolutc resis t.an ce
t o a tellll't <!t ion, which W.1S n o t. q uite 0 Jiable
t o be se t be r :I S those of t l e other se c.

"l'e: h,·ps th en, " lIe suid , "you know her
usual (IJ ess, D :lllle Glend inn ing ?"

"Ay, ay, F ather," :1lI~w(Jred the rlmn e n :adi.
l y en o llgl l, "a white kirtle tll(~ wench wea rs , to
h id e the 'l u.s t o f the mil l 1111 do ub t - and a blue
1100,1, th a t Juig h t wcel l)e pa red, for l'ridc:ful,
n ess. v

"Thcn , mav it not be Sh6," sa id t h · Fatlrer,
,,',",10 has Lroug h t hack this book, and btel'l' c'!
out of th e way w hen the children came n ear
h er ! '.

T he damp. p au sed - W H.S unwilling to comlrnt
the so lu tion suggeste d b) t.he l\lo11k -hut W:lS at
a loss to con ". ~ i \ e why the las s of til e mill lron lrl
C (JIIl t: so far I roru hom e into " 0 wild a corner
m ere ly 1 ('1 lea ve an ol d ho ol , i t l three c1lil tln'lI:
fr om ,, 110 Cl ob e rvat ion s he wi h ed t o co ncr-a ]
h er scl f. j\lnn~ all, sh e could not u n ,ler. t nn d w 11; ,
sin ce h e 1.111 a" lua inl. lllc es uf tIlt, Iu m i lr , :tlll!
st ncu th e Da/ll', GI ndi lllling ha I! :d \\ay p., jtl 11 ' I

/Ilu l tllr e an d k1l 1 V f'<llI p du I!, t n e said lass of I h e

mill h.,d n o t COllie in to r est herself and ca t a
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morsel, and tell her the current news of the

water.
These very objections sat i fierl the Tank that

his con[ectures were right. "Dame," h e said,
"you must he cautious in what you say, This is
an instance - I would it were the sole one ­
of the power of the Enemy in these days. The
matter III ust be sifted with a curious and careful

hand."
"Indeed," said Elspeth, tr·ying to catch and

chime in with the id eas of the iub-Prior, "I ha­
ye often thought tl e miller's folks at the Ivlo­
nastery-mill were far over careless in sifting our
rnelrl er, and in bolting it too - some folks say
t hey w ill not stick at 'w h iles to lllJt in a handful
of ashes amongst Christian folk's cortl-meal.·'

"That sha!l be looked after also, ,[allll:," sai'l
the Sub - Prior, not displeased 1.0 see t bat the
good uld woman w eut alf on 11 False sc ent , "ana
now, hy , ou r Icave , I will see LItis I ,l y - do
you go bcfo i e, and IlTelJare lier to .ee IIlC . t,

Dame Glendinning Iel't t he lower apartment
accorrl ingl y , vvh ich the l\lollk race,l ill anxious
r ellcct ion , considering how he mi gbt best rE.;­
charf:;c, with humani , r as well as with c llect,
ti le important dUI) incumbent on him, TIe re­
so lved to appronch the lied - ide uf the sick llel­
Son with r e pr imaruls , mi t i ~a ted onl y by a fee­

ling for he r weak condi tion - he dcteruriued. in
c lse of her reply, to w hich late ex amples of
hnr.lcned heretics might cncour:rge h er , t o he
prepared wit h answers t.o t heir cu~tomary scru­
ples. Ili bh fraught, al so , wi th zea l agllillst he-r
unautli o r ized intrusion in to the priestly f.lI1 C l1 ' 11,

hy lady of the Sacred Scri ptur es I he illl:lgllletl
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to himself the :mswers which onc of the modern
school of heresy wi gl,t ret urn f 0 him _ the vie­
tOIious r~fut:J.tion which should la y the disputant
pros ra te at the Confessor's mercy _ and the
llcaling, y et awful exhortation, which , under
}lain o f r efu,ing the la st con,olations of rcligion,
he d c;igllcd to make 10 the penitent, conjuring
ller, as slio loved her own soul's welfare, 10 di s­
closc to Ilim what she knew of tllC dark myste­
ry of iniyuity, by which heresies were introdu­
ced in to l h~ most secluded spots of the vel'y Va­
t.rimo n e- of t he cllUrch ller, elf - what agents they
had who could tllU; glide, as it w ere unseen,
froui lliace lo place, bring hack tll(~ volume whicl,
the church llad intcrdicted to the spots from
'which they llad been removed under her express
auspices; and wlio , by enconraging the daring
and ]lrofane tbirst after knowleclg~ forhidden a nd
us eless to the laitY"h.ld Pllcourage,l dw fi:iher of
soul; to use with effect his old bait of amuition •
and vain glory.

.IV! uch of (his IJremellit:ltcr! disputation esca­
IJcrl tLe gooll father, when Elspeth returned, her
tears flo\l -ing fa 'ter than her apron could dry
tliern , and m:lde him a ,ignal to follow Iler.
,,/low," said ti le LVl onk, "is sIll: then . 0 n ear her
cnd? - na ), tire church must not break or
bruise, vh cn comfort is ye t possible " and , for­
bettillg Ili~ pol ... mics, the guud Sub-I'rinr hasten ed
to the liUl e ap: rt men t , , here, on tLe wretch ed
bed \I hich ~h e had occupier! since I,er mi fort u­
nes hall d rawn her to the Tower of Gl en,It::31 "',
the widow of " ":,ltcr A\'cnd had rend ered up
h ..r '''l'irit to 111' 1' Crea tor. "my God!" said tlll~
Sub-Prior, "nlld has my unfortunate dallying sur.
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Fered her to depart withou t the Church's co nso­
la ti un ? L ook to her, d:lIue," he exclaimed w ith
ea ger impatie nce; " is the re not y e t a ' p arkle of
the l ife lef t t - may she no t IJc rec..Iled - re ­
call ed but for a moment? - O h! \ 'ould th at she
could e. p re,s, h ut b y the most im p ed"cc t w orrl
- hut b. the most fee ble mo ti on, her a c q u i es­
ccnce in th e nredfu ] tas k of p en it.en ial p ra yer !
Does she no t br ea the? - Art thou sure she do th

not? "
"She w ill never brea the mo re," said the ma­

tron Il O ! ti le p oor fatherlc s girl - now mo­
t herl ess al so - 0 the ki nd companion I h ,lVc
had these Ill:lny ye:lrs, that I shall n ever see
~gain! But she is in Heaven for certain, if ever
woman went ther e j for a w oman of better l i­

f e" --
,,",Voe to me," snirl the good Monk , "i f in­

de ed sh e w ent uo t h ence in goo d assurance ­
'Woe to the reckless shep licrd , who suffered the
wolf to ca rr y a choi ce onc from the flock, \'1' hile
he busied h imself w ith trimming his sling an d
his staff to g ive the mon ster battle! O~ if, in the
long H erea fte r, au ght bu t weal should that poor
"piri t share, w ha t has my delay cost '? - the va ­
lue of an immortal sou l ! "

He th en approa ched th e bo dy, full of the
deep remo rse n ..tural to a good man of his per­
suas iori , w ho devoutl y bclie\'ed t he doctrines of
the Catholic Church. "Ay," said he, gazing on
the p all id co rp se , f rom w hich th e sp ir it h ad par­
t ed so vlacirll y as to leave a smile upon the thin
blue lips, which had been so long w as te d by de ­
cay tha t they had parted with the las t breath
of animat ion without the slightest convulsive tre-
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f:. d erl t re e , an .l , a s it fell, so it l ies - awful
th uu ; l' l fo r in e , ~l,oulrl my neglect ha ve left it
to de ,cen d ill all e vi l d irect io n." lIe then : ga in
and again con ju r ed D ame Gl endinning to t el l
lli lll w hut she kn ew of tl.e d em eanour and ord i­
na ry walk o f the decense.l .

All tend ed to the high hon ou r of rhe deceas­
ell lu.ly . for Iter camp. ni on, w 110 admired he r
su ffici ently wh ile ali ve , n ot wi thstand ing sorue
I1 ifling p oin ts o f [eal ous y , n ow idoli zcd her af­
t"r her d eath, and could think of 1I0 attribute of
pra ise wi th which s he did not ad orn her rue­
mo i y.

Indeed, the Lady of Avenel , however she
mi gllt privatel y doub t some of the doctrines an­
no unced by th e Church of H ome, and altho ugh
sh e h ad prol)ah ly tacitly appealed feom th at cor­
rup ted syst em of Chri . tianity to th e volume on
w h icli Christian it y i tself is fo unded , had never- '
the less been regular in h er attendance on the
w orsh ip of t he church, no t, pe rh aps , exten,ling
h er scrup le s so far as to break off communion,
S u ch i nrlucd w as t.he li r t sent. iment of th e earlier
rel'o ru ier s , who seeru to ban; st ud ie .l , fo r a tim e
.It Ieas t , to avo id a s clr isui , u n l il the violen e
or the Pope ren d er ed it un uv c i.l uble.

F a ther Eu u nce , on tl e p resen t OC C3 ion, li -
s encd w i t.h eagerness to evc i y thi ng \ l. ich cou «l
] ..,,1 to ass me [rim or the I ay 's orthodo x y i
11 e mnin p oin ts of helid' ; for h is co nscien ce re ­
p . .a ched hi m sorel y, tll t , i r Slc.. l of pro tr acting
con ve r ati on wi th th e D ame of Glcnelcarg , he
ougl,t in s t.u u ly to ha ve hastened , he re bioi p re ­
sence v, as so n eces. ar y. " If," be said , ad re-
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s ing the de:Hl bad r, " th ou ar t y et free fr om t lie
utmost p enalt : d ue t o t he follow ers "f fal " do ­
c l.ri ne-i f th ou .lost Lu t su ffer for a t ime. t.o c'x­

piate fa ul ts d on e in the 1)0<1 y, Lut l' a: t" ki I,!; o f
ui o r tnl f railty more i ha n of deadi .· sin, f,-ar uot
t.lia t thy a bo rle sh all Le lun~ iu the 1',-nal r"gions
to \ -h ich tho u lIllY'~,t Le doollle,1 - if vi,!,ils - if
masses _ i f l'cnance - if m ace ration of III r b o­
d y, t i ll it rescIIlh1es that extenua ted fo rm which
t h e soul Iiat h nbnudo ned , Ill. y assure thy del i­
\ er nncc, T h e H ol , Ch urc h - the godly foun­
dat io n - our blc- .ed I'utroness herself' , sh all in­
t e rced e for on c \ ' bose errors 'were co untcr hala u­
c cd b y so lllall Y vir tu es - .L e av e JU e . dame ­
h ere. and Ily he r hed -ide, wi ll I l' e rfonn those
duties w h ic h t.his pi en us cas e dClIlan ,h !"

El speth left the j lonk , w ho emp lo ye d h im­
s elf in fe r vent au d s in cer e, th ough erroneo us
p rayers, for the w cnl of th e dep.uted sp iri t. For
an hou r lie r emu i ncd in the ap .tr lmen t of death,
and then r c t.urnerl '" th e hall , wher e b e found
the still weqring fri en d of the deceased .

Hu t it w ou ld h e in ju Lice t o ~1 r.c; E lspeth

Gleudinniug' llO'],itality, if w e . ul'l'oSC lu-r to
have been weepill" d uring t.his 1011; interval . or
rather , if w e su p pose her so cn rirel y ubs nbed
by t l lf ~ r ribute or so rrow which sh e raid Fi an k ­
ly aud l,lclltifully t her d eceased Ir iend , as to
be incapable of attentling to the ri",hts uf hos pi­
t al i t y due to th e holy v isitur - who was COI1­

fe or at once, and Sub- I'r io - - mighty ill a ll re­
l i gi ou ~ :11111 secu l: r consid era io ns, so far as th e
vas nls of th e .!YloIl:lstery were inte re sted.

H er Larle y - bread hall been to as t ed - her
choicest ask of home- brewed ale had been broa-
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ched - her h est butter ha d been placed on th e
11,,11 table, along with her most savoury ham and
her choices t cheese , ere she abandoned herself
t u tle extremity of sorro w , and i t wns n o t till
.she had :lrrangecl he r li ttle re pas t nea tl y on t he
bom d , tha t she sat down in t he ch imney corne r,
ti ll ew h er checked aJlro n o ver he r lrend , and
g:lve ,,, ay to the cu rr en t of tears and sobs. In
t h is tl lere w as no gr imace or :lfrec t a ti on . The
good r!:Jme held the ho no urs of her house to be
:I essential a rlu l y, especially when a M onk was
h ..r visitan t, as any othe r Ilressin g ca ll upon h er
co nscir-nce i nor until these w er e sui tab ly atten­
ded to did she find her self a t li berty to indulge
her sorrow for he r departed fri end.

' '' ben ~he was con scious of the Sub-Prior's
IHesence , she ro se w ith th e sa ure attention to
h is recr-p t ion , hut. h e declined all the offers of
l lo ' p i l ali ty w i th w hi ch she end eavoured to tempt
him. N ot her butler, as ye ll ow as gold, and the'
b est , she as su rer] him, that was ma de in the 11a­
t r imonv of Sni ut 'Iarv - not the barl evscones,
wlu cli "t he departed sa in t, God sai n her ! used
t o say were so good " - not the al e, nor any
other cutes which poor E l }1eth's tores aIfon l ed,
could prevai l on th e Sub Pr ior to b reak h is fast .

" This rlay," he aid , " I mu st n ot taste food
un til t he sun go d.own , happy if, in so d oing,
I can expiate my own negligence - happier st ill,
i f my uffe ring of this tr ifli ng n ature, underta­
k en in pure fuith and singleness of hear t , JDay
b enefi t t he soul of the deceased. Ye t, dame,"
h e added, "I lIlay not so far forget t h e living in
m y cares for the dead, as to leave behind me
t hat book, which is to the ignorant what, to our

first
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first parents, the tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil unhappily proved ex"ellent indeed in
itself, but fatal, because used by those to w hom

it is prohihited."
,,0, blithely, reverend father," said the wi­

(low of Simon Glendinning, "will I givc you the
book, if so he 1 can wile it from the bairns; and
indeed, poor things, as the case stands with
them even now , you llligllt take the henrt out
of their bodies, and they ne 'cr find it out, they

are sac begrutten.".
"Give rhem this missal instead, good (lame,"

said the Father, drawing from his pocket one
which was curiously illuminated with paintings,
"and I will come myself, or send some oneut a
fitting time, and teach thcm thc meaning of these

pictures."
"The bonnic images," said Dame Glendin­

ning, forgetting for an instant her grief in her
admiration "and wec1 I wot v " addcd she, "it
is another sort of a book than the l,oor Lady of
Avenel's j and blessed migbt we have been this
day, if your reverence had found ..he way up
the glcn, instead of Father l'bili p, thuugh the
Sacristan is a po, crful man too, and speaks a
if he would gal' the house fiy abroad, s ave i hat
the wa lls are gay thick. :,imon's forebears (may
he and they be blessed I) look care of that."

The Monk ordered his mule, and was about
to take his lcave; and the good dame was Hill
delaying him with questions about the funeral,
when a horseman, armed and accoutred, lode in­
to the little courtyard which suxrounded Lhe Keep•

.... Begruuen , - over - we eped,

'l'm:. lVlo);,ASUr.X'. VOL. 1. 7
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CHAPTER IX.

For ince they rode among our doors
WIth sp lent 011 sp auld and I'll t) spurs,
Th"r~ f!I'OWS 110 f nil I in ro O/J,. fur ;

1 hus said John Up. 011 - bud "

Bannaryn« MS.

T m: Scottish laws, which were 115 wisely and
[udicio os ly made as they were cardessly and in­
effeclually executed, lliHl in vain endeavoured
to restrain the dan'age {lone to agriculture, br
the chiefs and landed }lropridors retaining in
their se r vi ce w hat were called Jack - men , from
the jack, or doublet quilted with iron, which
they wore as defen . ive armour. Thflse military
retainers conduct ed them 'elves with great inso­
lence towards the in.l ustrio us 1,art of the com­
munity - Iiverl in a great meas ure by plunder,
and were ready to execute any command of
their master, 110\\ ever unlawful In aU(lpting this
mode of life, men re igned the quiet hopes and
regular labour of indu try, for an uns ttled,
}JI'ecarious, and dangerous t rud e, \ hich ) et had
such char ms for dIU e who once becamc accus­
tomed to it, that they became incapaIJle of folia­
wlIIg any 0 her. Hence the complaint of JolllI

pland, a fictitious charact 'I', representing a coun­
tryman, into whose mouth the poeL, of the day
put their general satires 1I1'0n men and manners;
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TI,,,y ride about ill such a ragr.

By fore", frith and field,
"'ith buckler, bow, and brand,

Lo! where they ride out trough the rye!
The De,-il mot ave Ihe company,

Quoth John Up-all-land.

Christie of the Clinthill, the horseman ,,-110
now arrived at the little tower of (,Ien.learg.
wns one of the hopeful company of whom the
F0ct complains, as was indicate-d I,)' his "splent
on spuuld ,!' iron v p lnt es on his shoulder,) his
rusted spurs, and his long lance An iron scull­
cap, none of the brightest, bore for di.'! inction a
sprig of the holly, 'which was Aven e}' b. cige.
A long two-edgt:d straight-sword, having a hand­
le made of polishe<l oak, hung dow n by his side.

The mcagre co nrl it ion of his liorxe , and the
wild ana emaciated look of the rider, she wed
their occu-pation could not be acco uut ed an ea,y
or a thri vlIlg one. lit: saluted Dame G lendin­
ning w ith littlc court.e- y, and the l\lo nk w it.h
less; for the grovl.'ing d isres pect La the religious
ornelS had not fai led tu extent! i',t- r ;11110 i! n

class of men of such disorderly hahit" although
it may be supposed they were alt(l~ether indif­
ferent alike to the n ew or the a ucie n t doctrines,

,,50, our la'ly is de .•d, D.1IIIC Glendinni.,/!.,"
said the [nck vman ; "m), .nu-t.er s ent )uu even
now a fut bullock for her mart - it 1Il11)' serve
for llcr funeral. I huv e left him in the uPllcr
cleuch , as he is soruewhat ken.s peckle, • and iiJ

• Km-spuk!, - that which 11 eauly recognrsed by
the rye.
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marked both with cut and bim - the soon er the
skin is ofI', and he is in saultfat, the less like you
ore to have trouhle, you understand me, L et
DIe have a peck of corn for my horse , and beef
and beer for myself, for I must go on to the
1\'Jonastery - though I think this l\IoLk here might
do mine erran d."

,,'J hin' e rr r-nd , rude man," said the Sub­
Prior, kn itiing his brows -

"For God'::. sa ko !" said lloor Dame of Glcnd­
inning, tcrrifie rl at the id ea of a quarrel between
them. - ,.0 Cln is t.ie ! it is the Sub- Prior - 0 rc­
verend . ir, it is Christ ie of the Clinthill, lite
I:Jinl"!l chief jackman; ye know that little ha­
Ying" can be expected from th e like 0 ' them."

" rc you a re tainer of the laird of Aven el ?!'
said the Mo nk , adJressing himself to the horse.
ma n ; "and do you speak thus rudely to a broth­
er of Saint JaIY'S, to whom thy Master is so
much bellGldcll?"

,,1 Ie means to be yet more belio ld en to your
h ouse , Sir M onk ," answered the fellow ; "for
h"ar:n~ hi . ist.er- in. law, ti le widow of VValter
of Avenel, \\'IIS on h er death-bed, he sent me to
say to the Father Abbot and th c brethren, that
he will ho ld the fuueral-Teast :..t the ir convent,
and invites him elf thereto with a score of hor c,
3n,1 vorne f riends to abid e th ere for three days
:tIld three nigh -s, - hl1viug horse-meat and men's­
meat at the c1wrgt.: of the cormnunit.y ; of w hich
his intention he sends due notice, that fit ting
preparation may he timeously made"

"Friend," said the ub-l'rior, "believe not
___ that 1 wi] l d o to the Father Abbot the in<1igni ty

delivering such an errand.- Think'st thou the



goods of the church were bestowed ulloD ber
by holy princes and pious noblcs, now d earl and
gone, to be consumed in revelry by every profli­
gate layman who numbers in his train mo re fol •
lowers than he can sup port by ! lOne~t means, or
b y his own incominas Tell thy m» ter, from the
Sub Prior of Saint Mary's, that tl a : Primate hurh
issued the conunanrl s to us that we suhmi t no

long.~r to this compulsory exact ion of ho'pitality
on slight or f:,I e pIe tences . O .,r lands and goods
were ginm to reli eve 11.lgrims and pious per­
sons, not to feast band. of rude soldiers.v

"This to IIlc!" said the rude spear-man, "this
to me and to my ms ter?-L,,·)k to yourself ,hen
Sir Priest , and try if Ave an d C,.;do will kee~
bullocks from wandering, and hay- stacks from
burning." .

"Doest thou menace the holy Church's Va­
trimony with waste and Iire- raising," sa id th e
Sub - P rior , "and t lrat in th e face of the sun? I
call e n all who hear me to bear w itness to the
words this ruffian has spoken. Hememher 110w
the Lord Jan.es drowned such as )'ou hy cores
in the black pool at Jendart.-T o h irn and to the
l'rimate will I complain." The soldier shifterl
the position of l lis lance, nn d brought it down
to a level with the Monk's body,

Dame Gl cndinning hegan to shriek for as ­
sistance. "Tihb Tacket ! .Martin! where he ye
all? - Chri tie, for the love of God, consider he
is a man of holy kirk."

,,1 care not for his spear," said the Sub -Prior ;
"if I am slain in defending the rights and privi­
leges of my community, the I'rimate will know
how to lake vengeance.'!
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"Let him look to himself, U said Christie,
but at the same time oepositing his lance ngllinst
the wall of .t he tower; "if the Fise men sp oke
true who came hit.h er with t.he Goyernor in 't he
last ra id , Normlln Les lie ha him at feud, and is
like to se t him hard ,\' e know orruan a t rue
blood h ound. who will never quit the slot . But
I had n o de ,i/?n to offend the holy fath er," he
add ed, I hinking perhaps he harl gone a little too
f : r; ,,1 am a rude lII/1n, bred to lance and tir­
r"p, and not u sed to deal with book-Iearned men
and priests; nnd I am wdling to ask h is forgive.
ncss and his bl essing. if 1 have said aught amiss."

"For God 's sake, your reverence," said the
wirlow of Glendearg apart to the Sub-Prio r, "be.
stow on him your for giveness - how shall we
poor folks sleep in se curity in t he dark nights,
if tbe Con vent is at Ieud with such men as he
is 1"

"You are right, dame," said the Suh-Prion,
"your safety shuuld, and must be in th e first in­
stance consult ed Soldier, I forgive the e, and
may God ble ss thee and sen d thee honesty."

Chri,tie of the Clin thill made an unwilling
inclination with hi s head, and muttered ap ar t,
"that is as much as to say, God end thee st ar­
vation. - Bu t now to my rna ter's de mand, Sir
Priest ? \)'hat an-wer am I to return?"

"Thnt the borl y of the widow of \Valt.er of
Avenel,» answered .he Father, " hall Ire intered
as becomes her I lin k, awl in the tomb of he r va­
liant hu,ban fl. For your master's proffered vis it
of three da ys, with such a company and retinue,
I ha ve no au thurity to reply to it; you must in.
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tirnnte your Chiefs purpose to the Re\'erend L ora
Ah bot."
" Th.!t will co st me a farther ride," said t he
man, "bur it i, all in the day ',; wo rk - Ho w now
my lor tl," sai d h e to Hulher t , v..ho w as handling
the long lan ce which h e had Iaid asirle ; "how do
yuu lik e such a play th ing! - will y ou go with
me :md be a mo s trooper r"

,:1 he ain ts in their mercy forbiil!" sai (l the
poor mother and th en • . Ira id of ba ving dis pleas­
eel Cl, ris t ie by the v .v a i ty of her exclarnaIon ,
..I e f( llowed it up by explaining, that smce Si.
mons de ath sh e couhl n ot look on a sp e:>r or a
h ow, or any iurpleuient of de truction, without
trc l"I,llIlg.

,,1' 5haw~" ans wered Christie, "thou sliould'st
tnk e nuo c her husband, ,bme, anrl drive such fol­
lies out uf t h Y thou~hts - what say'"t thou to
su ch n sl [;(l'l' ini!. lord as I? \\'hy, this old tower
of th iu e is Iencibl« en ough, and there is no w ant
of dcug,hs, and cra~gs, ami bogs, ann thickets,
if o ne was set hard , a iu an might hide here and
kCf:l' !,is h nlf-sco re of lads, and a, mlln y gt-Irlings,
a nd li ve on \ ha t he could lay his hand on, and
be kin r] tt l th ee, old w enc h .'

,,1\ la ! _Iaster Ch ri s ti e, that y ou would talk
to a lone w oman in s uch a fas hion, and death
111 the h ouse besi .les .!'

"Lone w uman! why, that is th e very rea on
thou sh oulds t t ake a ma te. T hy old fri end is
dea d - wil y good - chus e thou ano ther of some­
What to u her fra me, arid tl at will not die of the
pi}l like a yo ung chick/m. - Better still- Come,
dam e, let me ha ve something to eat, and we will
talk more of thi ."
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Dame Elspeth , though she wen knew the
rxau's .linrncter , which ill fact she both d isliked
and feared, could not help simvering at the }ler·
serial address w hic h he thought pro~JCr to make
her. She whispered to th e Sub- Pr ior, "ony th ing
just to ke ep him quiet," and w ent into the to­
wer to set hefore the soldier the food he desired~

tru~ting, betwixt govd cheer and the po\\"er of
her own charms, to keep Christie of the Clinthill
so ,,-ell amused, that the altercation het vixt him
and the holy fa -Iier should not be renewed,

The Sub v Prior was equally unwilling to h a­
zard any unnecessary ru }I ture between the com­
munity and such a person as Julian of Averiel­
H e was ensible that moderation, as w el] as firm­
ness, was nece sary to m}lport the tottering cause
of the Church of Rome; and that, contr ary to ,
the former ages . the quarrels hetwixt the cl ergy
and l ai ty had, in the present, usually terminated
to the advantage of the latter lIe resolved, the>
refore, to avoid further strife by wit hllrawing,
but failed not, in the Iirst place, to l)o~se,s him­
self of the volume which the Sacristan had car­
ried off the evening before, and which had been
returned to the glen in uch a marvellous man­
ner

Edward, the younger Dame of Elsueths boys,
made great objections to the book heing removed,
in w Iiich l\1a,y would prohably have joined , but
that sl ie was now in her little sleeI,ing chamber
with Tibb, who was exertiug her simple skill to
co nsole the young lady for her mother 's death.
But. the younger Glendinning rood u}l in defence
of her property, and with a povitiveness which
had hi therto made no p art of his charac ter, de -
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elared; that now the kind lady was dead, the
Irouk was :i\lal1"11, and no one but lVlary should
have it.

, Rut if it is not a fit book for l\'Tary to read,
my d ear boy," said the Father gently j "you
would not" ish it to remain w ith her."

"The lady read it," answered the young
champion of property; "and so it could not be
.w rong - it hall not be taken away. - I wonder
where Halbert is? - li stening to the branding
tales of gay Christie , I reckon - he is always
wi:;hing for fighting, and now he is out of the
\'\o"ny, "

"Why, Edward, you would not fight with
me, 'who am both a prie t and an old man ?"

"If you were as good a priest as the Pope,
and as 01<1 as the hills to hoot, you shall not car­
ry away Mary's hook without her leave. I will
do battle for it"

"But sec you, my love," said the Monk, a·
mused with the resolute Friendship manifested
1Iy i he boy, ,,1 do not take it; I only borrow it;
and I leave in its place my own gay missal, as­
a llledge I will bring it again.'

hd ward opcned the missal with eager curio"
sity, and glanced at the pictures with which it
was illustrated. "Saint George and the dragon­
Halbert will like that; and inint Michael bran­
dishing his sword over the head of the'Vicked
One-and that will do for H albert too. And see
the Saint John leading his Iamb in the VI·ilder­
ness, with his little cross made of reed ', and his
scrip and staff - that shall he my Favourit e : and
where shall we find one for lloor l\Iar~. ?-here is
a beautiful woman weeping and lamenting herself."



106

aid the Sub- Prior,
too, so far as I am
an d you of learning

make such figure a th ese bIe ­
especi all y these two l\'Iarys!"

"That is Saint M ary IVTagrlalen repenting of
her sins, my dear bo y." said the Fa th er.

" T hat w ill no t suit our lVlary for she com­
mits no faults, and i never ang ry with us, but
w hen we do som et hin g w ron g."

" Then ," aid I h e Father, "I wil] shew you
8 Mary, vho w ill p rotect he r and you, and all
good children. ee how fa irly sl .e is reprl: -ent­
ed with 11(-r gown covered w ith golden sta rs."

The no)' w as 10 t in wonder at the portrait
of the Virgin, w hich the Sub-Prior turned op to
him.

" This 1" he said, ,. ill reall y like our sweet
Mar)' . and 1 thi nk 1 will le t you tak e away the
black book, th at has no such goodly shews in it,
and leave this for !\Iary inSlend. Bu t yo u must
]l romise to bring ba ck the book, good Fatl ler _
for now I think 1I1Jon it . l\1ary may like that
best which was her mothe r s."

,,[ will ccrtainl y return," said the l\'lonk,
evading his answer, ., ond p erhaps I ma y teach
y ou to w rite and read such beau tiful letters as
T OU see there writteu , and to }laint them blue,
green, and yellow, and to hlazun them with
gold."

"t\ )', and to
lied Sain t , an d
aaid th e boy.

,, \ Vith their bl es ing , "
"I can t each y ou th at art
mysel f capable of shev ing ,
it."

"Then," laid E dw an i, ,,"I,ill I }lain t Mary's
pic ture - and rememb er you are la hring back
the black book; that you must promise mc."
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'T11~ Sub-Pri r, anxious to get rid of the b oy' s
pertinllcity, and to set forward on his return to
the couverit , without having any farther inter­
view with Cluist ie the galloper, answere.I by gi-

illg the -prolnise Edwanl required, mounted h is
mule, and set forth on his re turn homeward .

The [ovember (by was w el] spent ere th e
Sub-l'rior re-ullltl,l his journey for tIle diffic1.l1ty
of the road, and the various d elav which he ha. 1
met with at the tower, had detainer! him longer
than he proposed. A chill easterly wind w as
sighing amon~ the wi thered leaves, ana s'ripping
them from the hold ' th ey had yet retained 011 th e
p aren t trees.

"Even so ," sa id the Monk , ,. our prospects
i n this va le of time grow more d i',::oll "late as
the:::stream of ye ars rasse, on. Li t tl e have I gai­
ned by my journey, saving tlre certu iut r that he­
resy is busy amongst us with more than his usu­
al activity, and that the [lirit of in sul t ing rel i­
gious orders, and plundering the Church s pro­
perty ,so general in t he eastern districts of Scot­
land, has now come nearer home .,

The tread of a horse whi..-h came up behind
him, interrupted h is re verie, and he soon saw he
was mounted by the ame \\ ild rider whom he
bad left at the tower

"Good even, my son, anrl benedicite," said
the Sub -Prior as he pa-serl j but the rude so ld ier
scare ackuowledged the greeting, by bending
his h ead ; and dashing the spur into his horse,
went 011 at a pace w hich soo n left the Monk and
his mule far behind. "Anti t.here," thought the
Sub l'rior, " goes another l'lagne of the t.iures - .
a fellow whose birth designed him to cultivate



th e earth, but w ho is p erverteJ by the unhal­
lo wed and un chri st ian di visions of the country.
into a daring di ssolute robber. T he barons of
Scotland are no v tu rned masterful thieves and
ruffians, oppre ssing t.he p oo r by violence. and
wast in g th e Church , b y ext orting fr eequarters
from abbeys a nd priori es, w ith out either shame
or reason. I fear we I sha ll be too late to
counsel th e Abbot to makc a sta nd aga inst these
daring so rn ers " - I mus t make haste" He struck
hi . mul e with his riding-w and acco rding ly ; hut.
ins tead of mending her pace, the animal sudd en­
ly st arted from the path, a nd th e rider's utmost
efforts could not force her forward.

"Art thou, too, infect ed wi th the spirit of
the times?" said the Sub-Prior; "thou were w ont
to be ready and serv iceable, and art now as res­
ti vc as any wild [ack-man or stubborn heretic of
them alL"

While he was contending with the startled '
animal, a voice, like th at of a female, chaunted
in his ear, or at least very close to it.

"Good evening, Sir P r iest, and so late as yo u ri de,

\Vith }'our mule so fair, and your mantle 50 wi de;

• T o some. in Scotland, is to ex act f ree q uar ter s
against t h e wi ll of the landlord. It is decla re d equiva­
lent to th eft by a sta tu te pas sed in th e y ear 14.1 5. The
great ch ieftains oppressed the l\10 na5leri es very much
by exac tio ns of his natu re. T h e corr.munity of Aber­
brothwick co mplained of an Earl of An gus, I th ink, w ho
was in th e resular h abit of visiting th em once a year,
with a train o f a th ou sand horse, and abiding ti ll the
whole winter provisions of the convent were exhausted,
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But ride you through valley, or ride you o'er hill,
There is one that has wa rrant to wait on you still,

Back, back,
The volume black!

I have a warrant to carry it back."

The Sub Prior looked around, h ut neither
bush nor brake was near which could conceal an
am bu shed songstress . "l\1ay Our Lady have mer­
cy on me!" he said; ,,1 trust my senses have
not forsaken me - yet how my thoughts sh ould
arrange themselves into rhimes which I despise,
and music w hi ch I care not for, or why there
sh ould he the sound of a femal e voice in ears,
to which its melody has been so long indifferent,
bullies my comprehension, and almost realizes
the vision of l'hilir tlie Sacristan. - Come, good
mule, betake thee to the }Hlth, and let us hence
while our judgment serves us."

But the mule tood as if it had been root­
ed to the spot, ba ck erl from the point to which
it was pressed by its rider, ann by her ears laid

, close into her neck, and her eyes almost starting
from their sockets, testified that she was under

great terror.
" 'hile the Sub - Prior , by alternate th rea ts

and soothing, enclea\'oured to reclaim th e way­
ward animal to h er duty, the wild musical voice
was aaain heard close beside him.e

..What ho! Sub-Prior, and came you but here
To con jure a book from a dead woman' bier?
Sain )·ou, and save you, be wary and" ise,

Ride back with the book or you'll pay for your prire,
Back, back,
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There's death in the track !

In the name of my master, I bid thee bear bark."

"In the name of l'llY Ma~ter," aid the asto­
nished Monk, "that name Lcfor e which alllhings
created tremble, I conjure thee to say what thou
art that hauntest me thus?"

The same voice replied,

..That which i! milh.r ill nor well,
That which b€loll€s not 10 Heaven nor 10 hell,
A wreath of the mi I, a buhble of the Ilr am.

'Twixt a waking thought and a sleeping drum;

A form thal men spy
"Vilh Ihe holl shut ere,

In the beams 0 i he setlmg sun am I."

"Tllis is more than simple fantllsy," sairl the
Sub-Prior rOll~ing himself t.hough, not w ith~tan.

ding the natural harrlihood of his ren,per, the,
sensible presence of a supernatural being so near
Iiim , failed 1I0t to mak e Ius 1,100,] run cold and

lli hair brist le. ,,1 charge th ee," be se id aloud,
,,1e tlriue errand what it will, to d epart and
trouble me no more ! - False spirit, thou canst
not appel any sa v e those who do the work 11e­

gligently. "
The voice immediately answered:

"Vainly, Sir Prior, wou ld'st thou har me my rit;ht l

Like the star when it ShoOIS, I can dart through t he IIIsht j

I can dance on the torrent and TIde on the air,

And travel ,lhe world \ uh the bonnre night-mare,

Agam, aGain,

At the crook of the glen,
Where bickers the' burnie, I'll meet th e 3iain."
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The road was now apparently left open: tor
the mule collected herself', and changed from her
po~tUle of terror to one w) licll promi erl advan­
ce, although a profu e perspirarion , :UH! general
trembling of the joints, indicated the bodily ter­
ror she had undergone,

"I used to doubt the existence of Cabali ts
and Rosicrucians," thought the Sub. Prior, "but
by my Holy Order, 1 know no longer what to
58y!-1\ly pulse heats temperatel - my hand it
cool - I am fasting from ever thing but sin,
and possessed of my orrlinary faculties - Either
some fiend is permitted to bew i ld er me, or the
tales of Corrrelius Agril1V8, l'arace]sus, and others
who treat of occult philo ophy, are not with.
out foundation - At the crook of the glen? I
could have desired to avoid a second meeting,
but I am on the service of the church, and the
gates of hell shall not vrevnil ngainst me."

lIe moved around accordingly, but with pre­
caution. and not without fear. for he neither
knew the manner in w lrich, or the place where,
his journey might be next interrupterl by Iris in­
visible attendant. He d escended the glen with­
out interru}ltion for about a mile Fart Iier , whr-n,
ju t at the spot where the brook approaclred the
sle~p hill. with a winding ~o abru pt as to leave
scarcely room for a horse to pa " the mule was
again vi·i ed with the sam e-symptom of terror
'" hich had berol e interrupr cd Irt:f CIJUT e. Bel. er
acquainted tl .a n be for e \\ IIh the eau e of her
rest.iveuess , the rrie~t t:mplo) cd no effort to ilia.
ke her proceed, but audresser hiuivelf to tLe ob­
ject, which he doubted not V\ <IS the same lhat

Lad formerly interrupted huu , in the word of
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solemn exorcism prescribed by the church of Ho­
ID6 on such occasions.

In reply to his demand, the voice again
llUng; -

"Men of good are bold as sackless,.
Alen of rude are wild and reekless,

Lie thou Slill

In the no ok of the hill,
For those be before thee that wish thee ill."

'Vhile the Sub Prior listened, with hi head
turned in the direction from which the sounds
seemed to come, he felt as if something. rushed
against him; and ere he could d isco ver the cau­
se, he w as push ed from his sad dle with gcntle
but irresistible force . Before be r eaclred the
ground his sen ses were gone, and lIe by long in
a state of insensibility, for the sunset had no t
ceased to gild the top of the ,li st:mt hill whe.n
he fell, - and when he again b ecame conscious
of existence, the }lale moon was glealhillg 011 the
landscape. Hc awakened in a state of terror,
from which, for a few minutes, he Found it dif­
ficult to shake himself free. At length he sate
up on the grass, and became sensible, by repeat­
ed exertion, that the only personal injury which
he had sustained was the numbness ari ing fro m
extreme cold. The mot iou or ~omething near
him made the blood again run to his heart, au .l
by a sudden effort he started up, and, Iookin j;
around, saw tu his relief that the noise was oc­
casioned by the footsteps of his own mule. The

• Backless - Innocent,

pea'
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1, e:lceable animal h ad remained quie tl y beside her
mas te r du ri ng his trance , browsing on the gr ass
which grew plent if ull y in tha t sequ est re d nook.

'Vi th some exertion he coll ected him -elf, re­
mou n te d the an im al , and medita ting upon h is
wild ad ven ture, des cended th e glen t ill its junc­
tion wi th ~l e bro ader v alley thro uoh whic h t he
T weed w inds. The draw -bridge was readi ly drop­
p ed at his first summon , an d so much h ad he
vvon upon the h eart of the ch urlish w arden , that
Peter appeared hi mself w ith a la ntern "to shew
the Sub-Pri or h i, way o ver th e p eri lous pass.

"By my sooth, s' r," h e said, h olding the
li ght up to F ath er Eustnce' s fa ce; " you look so­
r el y t ravelled and deadly p ale - bu t a li t tle
ma tter ser ves to \ 'e ary out yo u men of th e cell.
I no w who speak to y ou - I have iiddcu _
b efo re 1 ,vas 1,erch ed up he re on thi s Vill.u het­
w ixt winrl and water - i t may he thirty Scots
miles before I b roke my fast, and ha ve had th e
r ed of a bramble ros e in my cheek all the while
- But w il l you ta ste some food, or a cup of
distilled w at ers ?"

"I ma y not," said F a ther E ustace , "being
under a vow ; but 1 thank you fo r y ou r kindness,
and l)r ay yo u to gi\'e w hat I may n ot accept to
th e next poor pi lgr im who com es h ither pale and.
fainting, fo r so it shall be th e bet ter both wi th
him' h ere, an d with you he reafter."

"By my fa ith , and I will d o so ," said I' eter
B ridg e \VaIlI, "e\'en for thy sa ke - It is stran­
ge now, how this Sub-Pri or ge ts ro u nd one's hea rt
more tha n the r es t of tl es eo led gentry,
tha t liin k of not .iug bu t qu ., ffing and s t uffing
- \ "ifc , I sa y - W ' L' Ll , \YU wilf gi ve a cup of

T ilE 1\ {O;.1.\s o :1\I. ,"OL, I. B



distilled waters and a crust of breed unto the
next pilgrim that comes over; and ye may keep
for the Jlurpose the grunds of the last grey- be­
ard,' and the i ll-balced bannock which the bairns
couldna eat."

'Vhile l'eter issued these charitable, and, at
the same time, }lrudent injunctions, the Sub.
Prior, whose milr] interference had awakened the
Bridge.vYanl to such an act of unwonted gene­
ro sity, was pacing onward to the Monastery. In
the way, he had to commune with and subdue
his own rebellious heart, an enemy, he was sen­
sible, more formidable than any which the exter­
nal }lOWerS of Satan could place in his way.

Father Eustace had indeed strong temptation
to suppress the extraordinary incident which had
befallen him, which he was the more reluctant
to confess, because he had passed so severe a
judgment upon Father Philip, who, as he , oils
now not, unwilling to allow, had, on his return
from Glendearg, encountered obstacles omen-hat
similar to his own. Of this the Sub. Prior was
the more convinced, when, feeling in his bosom
for the :Book which he had brought off from the
Tower of Glendearg, he found it was amissing,
which he could only account for by supposing
it had been stolen from him during his trance.

,,1£ I confess this strange visitation," thollght
the Sub-I'rior , "I become the ridicule of all m y
brethren - I whom the Primate sent hither to
be a watch. as it were. and a c11eck upon their
follies. I give the Abbot an advantage over me

• An old-fashioned name for an earthen jar for hold­
inS spmts.
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which I shall never again recover , and Heaven
only know's how he lIIay abuse it, in his foolish
simplicity, to the dishonour and loss of Holy
Kirk. - But then, if I make not true confession
of my shame, with what face can I again pre­
sume to admonish or restrain others? - Avow­
proud heart," continued he, addressing himself,
"that the weal of Holy Church interests thee
less in this matter than thine own humiliation ­
Yes, Heaven has punished thee even in that
point in 'which thou didst rleern thyself most
strong, in thy spiritual pril1e and thy carnal wis­
dom. Thou hast latighed at, and derided the in­
experience of thy brethren - stoop thyself in
turn to their derision - tell what they may not
believe - allirm that which they will ascribe to
idle fear, or perhaps to wilful falsehood - sus­
tain the disgrace of a silly visionary, or a wilful
deceiver. - Be it so; I will do my duty, and
make ample confession to my Superior. If the
discharge of this duty destroys my usefulness in
this house, God and Our Lady will send me
where I can better serve th 111."

There was no little merit in the resolution
thus piously and generously formed by Father
Eustace, To men of any rank the esteem of
their order is naturally most dear; hut in the
monastic establishment, cut off, as the brethren
arc, from other objects of ambition, as well as
from all exterior friendship and relationship, the
place which they hold in the opinion or each
other is all in all.

But the consciousness how much he should
rejoice the Ahbot and most of the other :Monks
of Saint l'tlary's, who were impatient of the un-
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auth or ized ye t irresistible con tr onl, vvlrich h e was
vr on t to excrci se in the affairs of the convent by
II con fession which w ould put him in a ludicrous ,
or perhap s even in a criminal poin t [of vi ew ,
coul d not 'Neigh with F ather Eus tace in comp :.
risen \ 'i th th e duty which his bel ief enjoined.

As , stl·ono in h is feelings of duty, he ap­
p roached th e exterior ga te of the M onastery, he
was surprised to see torches gle:lming , and men
assembled aro und i t, some on horseback, some
on foo t, while se ve ra l of the M onks, distinguish_
ed tllrough t he nigh t by their white scap ularies,
w ·C makiag themselves busy among th e crow d.
The Sub - i'rior w a , r eceived wrth a unanimous
shout of joy, which a t once made h im sen sible
that h e had h imself been th e objec t of their
anxiety.

" T here he is! there li e is ! God be thanked
- t here he is , hale and fe ar !" ex claimed the
vas sals; while the l\Ionb exclaimed "Te Deull~

lau damus - the blood of thy servants is p reci ou s
in th y s igh t !"

,,\Vhat is the mat ter, children? w hat is the
matt e r, my brethren? " said Father Eustac e , dis­
mounti ng at the ga te.

" Tay, b ro ther , if thou ku ow 'st no t, we will
not tcll tl. ee rill tho u art in the refectocr ," an s­
wered the M onk j " ufIice it tha t the L ord AI)­
bot had .ordered these , our zea lo us and faithful
vassals , instan tly t o set fo rt h to guard thee fro m
immi nent p eri l - Ye IIIay u ng ir th your ho rses,
child re n , an d di miss j and , to-morrow, each whu
was at th is rendezvous may send to th e con ven t
kitchen for a qu arter of a yard of roast-bee , and
a bhck-j~ck full of do ub le ale,!'
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The vassals dispersed vr i t 1 jo yful acclam o­
ti on, and the :l\lonks with' equal jubilee, conduc t­

ca the Sub-Prior into the refectory.

CHAPTEU 1~~.

H rr(' we st and --
\V o undless an d well , may H eaven's hi gh n ame be hless'd

for'r l
As erst, ere treason couch'd a lance Ol Cai1lS1 us.

D EC r.l'R..

J 0 soone r was the Sub. Prior lrurr icd into the
refectory by h is rej oici ng companions, than the
firs t p ers on on whom h e Iix ed his e :e prov ed to
he Christie of the C1in thill. H e was seated in
th e chimney · corner, fetter ed an d gu ar de d , his
features dr;1\vn into th at air of sulky and turbid
r esolution with which th ose h ar de rred in guilt
are accustomed to vi ew the apprca ch of pun ish ­
ment. Bu t as the Sub v Prior d rew near t o h im,
his face assumed a mo re ,.iJa an d star tl ed ex­
}lrp.ssion, , ,1 ile h e exclaimed - "The devil l the
devil himself, brings the de ad back upon the Ii­

ving! "
,_ Tay," said :r :i\Tonk to im, "say rath er,

th -it Our Lady foils the attemp ts of the wick,
ed on h er faithful crvnnts - our dear brother
live, arul moves."

"Li ,"c<; an d mo-,"c3!" said the ruffiun, r ising
llnd Iltlffiing toward s t ue Suh- I'r ior as , -; ell as
Ilis chain s would r e~rr.: t ; "nny, t!Jen I win n e­
""'I' trust ashen sk\ l' r n 1 s eel poin t more - It
is even so," h e ad de d, aa he ~:lZcd on the Sub.
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Pricr wi th astolli shm ent; "lleither wem nor
w ound - n ot so mu ch as a ren t in h is frock!"

" And w hellce should my wo und h~n"e come ?"
sa id F ather Eustace.

" F ro m the good b nc p. tha t ne"er failed me
befor e," rep lied Christi e of the Clin thi ll.

"JIe~l\"e n a bso lv e th ee for thy purp ose!" said
tIle Su b-IJI'ior j " w oulds t thou 11:J\"e slain a ser­
vun t of th e altar? "

"To choose !" answered Cllr istie , "the Fi fe­
m en say, an' the whole p ack of y e w er e sl ain,
t her e Were more lost at Floddcn ."

" YiIla in ! ar t thou here tic as well as mur­
de rer ?"

" Not I, by Saint Gil es, " r eplied tho rider;
,,1 Jis tcn erl bl ithel y en ough to the L ai rd of Mo­
n unee, \ \ Iten Iv; to ld me ye were all cheats and
lna vcs ; but when he w ou ld haye ha d me go
llear one ' Visehellr t, a go speller, as t hey C<JJl him.
lie migh t as w el l ha ,-e IJer su aded tile wil d col t'
that ha c! flu ng on e rider to kn eel down and 11el1'
an other in to the sadd le."

"The re i" somn go odness ab out h im ye t ,"
aid I h e Sacr ista n to the Abbo t, who at tIJat mo ­

me nt en tered - " lIe r ef used to hea r a h ere tic
p reacl.o-,"

"TIl e bee er for h im in the next world, " ans­
wcrerl the r\lJbot . , . !'relJare fo r de ath , In y so n
- we del iver thee ove r to the se cular ar m of
our BaiJIie, fo r exec ut ion on the Ga Ilo w- llill by
p eep of jight."

" Ame n !" sa id Ihe ru ffian; ,,'tis tIle pud I
mu st have CO me by ~OOller or bter _ and w hat
care I w hether I fCtd th e crow" a t Saint l\iary' j
or a t C:u lisle?"



119

"Let me implore y our reverend pat ience fo r
nn instant," said the Sub-Prior; "until I shall
enquire" --

,,\Yh:lt!" exclaimed. the Abbot , obs erving
him for the first time - "Gur d ear brother re s­
t or c rl to us when his life was unhoped for! ­
na y, kneel not to a sinner like me - stand up
- th ou hast m)' blessi ng. \Vhen this vi ll nin ca­
me to the gale, accused by his own evil consci­
ence, and crying out be had murrl ercd th ee, I
t!lought that the pilla r of our main aisl e h ad fal­
len - 110 mor e s1l311 a l ife so precious be expo'
sed to such ri sks, as occur in thi Border coun­
t ry ; no longer sh all one b el ov ed and re scued of
H ea ven hold so Iowa 51 nt.io n in the church, as
that of a p oor Sub-Pr io r - I will wri te h r ex­
llre,s to the Primate for thy sp(:atly rem oval and
:.111 vancement "

"Na)', hut let me u nderst and," said tl ie Sub­
llrior; "did this so ldi er say that IIC had slain
me '?"

"That he had trans fixed you," answered the
Abbot, "in full career wi th his lance - but it
seems h e had taken :1Il indifferent aim, But no
so oner didst thou fall to the gro un d mortally
go red, as he deemed' with his w capon, t han our
blessed Patroness appeared to him, as he ave r­
red" --

,,1 averred n o such thing," said the prisoner;
,,1 said a w oman in whi te interrupted me, 85 I
was ab out to examine the prifjlt'a cassock, for
they are u suall y wcl ] li ned - she had a bull­
r u b in her h an d, wi th one touch of w hich sh e
struck mc from my h orse, as I migh t strike down
l\ child of fo ur yea rs old wi th an iron mace _
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and then. lik e a si ngi ng fiend as she was, she
sung to rue :

"TJlank the holly - hm h

T J at nods Oil l !Iy IHOW ;

.Or ",if h this ~l nr~<:I" rush

I had E1ran£!ed thee now,

I gnthered m 'sdf u p wi th fear an d diffi cuItr,
I hrew my self on my horse, and came h il her like
a [ 001 to get my,elr hangCII for a r ogu e.'"

" Thou sec' s r; hon ou red IJroth er," said the
A bbot to th e Sub ,Prior, ,, 'n w hat [:l\'o ur lh ou
lift ,vi lh Our blesserl P:lf.r on css , that sh e herself
becomes th e g U:lrdian of th y p aths _ TO since
t he d :> }5 of our hIe s ed founde r hath sb e sh ewn
s uch gr ace loo n ll Y one. AJl u n w or tl y w er e we
t o lwld 51, iritual s upe rio i it ' over th ee, and w e
pray t hee to lll" cI,are fo r till' speedy re mova l la
A bcI·brolhock."

" Alas! my lord :m rl father," sa id the Sub­
r ri or, "your, 'on 1s pierce my yery soul. nd t'r
the seal of con fcssi on will I p resen tl y t 11 t hee
why I conceive my self rath er t he ha ffied sport
of a spi ri t of ano the r sort, t han t lre prole t er] fa­
v c u rite of tLe h eavenly p ow ers. J ut fir ' [ let
m e a k th i ~ u;lha l' PY man a question or t , \ 0 "

., Do as ye lis t," replied the Ab hot _ "but
ou s hall not convince me th at it is fitti ng yo u

r emain in this inferio r office ill the convent of
Saint 1 lary "

" I would ask of thi s poor mnn," g ,i.l F ather
E u la ce, "for what purpose he n ou ri l.erl IIle

t hou gh t of putting to death one ,dJO never diJ
h im ev il, "
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"Ay! hut tho u d i /h~ menace me ,- ,i l.h evil,"
s nid the ru lli an , ,,3IHI 110 o n c but a [ 0 01 is me ­
n aced twice. Doest t hou n ot r em e mb er w h a t
you said to u cl.ing t he I' rima;e and Lord Jam es,
an Lth» black 10010 Je /h.-oo,]? Di rlst t hou think
m e fuol enoug'1 to wai t t ill th ou had :;t be t rayed
me to tl.e ack and the Co rk ? T h ere were small
vr isdcn in t iat me th iu l.s - as lit tl e as in coming
Iiit.lic r to tell my own rui sdecds -e- I th in' the de­
vil was in me wlren 1 took t li is m at! - J mi ght
have re rernbc rc d the p ro ,-erb, '.l. ever Friar for-
b o t f nd.' '' .

" And it w as s I ly Ior that - for tl Jat only
ha st y wo rd of mi re , utt. ei'ed in a mo men t of

at.ie cc and [olt,0 t tcn ere it 'w as well ; pok cn !
sa i F ath er Eustace,

"Ay! [ or thn t, an.l-fnr the love of th y gold
cruci fix," said Ch ri , t: e of [1 1C Cl m thill .

" Gracious Iieaven ! amI c ul rl tlr e y ell ow me­
t :'ll- t' 1e !'li tler ilJO" e,1rth - so fa r o vcrcnue every
scn s f \~' I a t is ~herehy n 'llr es en t ed '? - Fa ther
A u!J0\ I :'ra:', as a dear boon , you w i ll deli \ er
t h i guilty ll crson to llI y mere -,"

,,1 'a:, brotlrer, » in t rposed th e Sa cristan,
,,10 your doom if ,' ou \ :11 . not to your me rcy­
H ell cmher , w e ale not all eq ually Favoured by
our blessed L ady, no r i ; is li ely that c\'ery
f rock in t.l.e Conveut ,",'ill SCT\'C as a coat of
proof v, hen a lance is couched ago'nst it."

,.F or that v er:' re aso n ." sai d the Sub-Prior,
"I would not t hat fu r my wor r.l les self the corn­
muu i tv were t o fall : t [cull wi th Juli:m of Ave­
11 e1, th is man's mas ter.'

"Our L ady foruid !" sai d t he Sacristan, "h
is « cconrl Juli an the IIpO I ate ."
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,,'Vith our re ve rend Iather th e A I)I ) ut'~ per
mission tI lClI," said F:Jther Eusl:Jce, "I des ire
this n1311 be freed f rom hi .'! ch:Jins, and s u lfer erl
to depart uninjuretlj- and here, fri en d," llc ad­
ded, gi ving him the go ld en crucifix, "i ' the im­
age for which tho u wer t \viJ!ig to s tain thy
b and s w ith murther. Vie w i t w ell, and ma y i t
inspire t he e wi th o ther an d hetter thoughts tha n
those which referred to it 3 . a piece of bullion,
P art with it, nC\' er tl lcl e s,;, if thy n ecessi t ies re­
quire, and get t lltm one of such coarse . ub stance
that mammon shall J1a \'e no sll are in an y of th e
reflec tions to which i t g ives ri se. It w as the be­
quest of a dea r friend to me ; bu t dearer sen-ice
can it never do than tha t of winning a soul tu
hca vr~n."

T he Borrlcrer, now freer! from chains, stood
g a7. ing al ternately on t he Sub -1'rior aud o n the
gnllle n crucifix. "B y Sai n t Giles," sai d Ire, ,,1
u ud erstun.l ye n ot! - And yc g i\'c me go ld for
cou chi nh my lan ce at t lee , what wo uld y ou g ive
m e to level it at :J heretic'{"

" T he Church," said the Sub.Prior, ,;will try
th e effect of her spi ritual censures to lH'ing t h ese
s tray sheep into the folrl, ere she e mplo y th e
ed ge of th e 'word of Sain t 1'c ' er."

" .\ y, but," sai d t he ru ffian, ., they ay the
Prima te I'CCOIIIlllCllIls a little s trangling and bu rn­
ing in a id both of cens ura and of sword. But
f arc ye wce l, I owe you a l ife, and i t may be 1
will not forget lily debt."

The Baill ie now came hustling in, dressed ill
h is Llue coat 8 1111 hnnoal iers , and attended hy
t\ -0 or t.hrce halJ){'rrli crs . "l lla \,e been a thoug h t
too Iatc in w ai t ing u pon y our reverend lordship ,



I am grow n so m ew hot fatler since the field of
P inkie, an d my Ieathern co at sl ip~ not on so soon
as i t was wont ; hut the dungeo n is r eady, and
though, :\, I so id, 1 have b een somewhat la te"-

H ere his int end ed p ri soner walked gnl\·e ·
)y up to the oriiccr 's nose , t o h is gr eat am az e '
uient,

" Yo u h ave been indeed somew h at ln te , Bail.
l ie ," sai d Ire, " an d I am greatl y obligated to y our
bull-coat, and to the time y ou took to put it on.
If the secu lar ann It,l,l arrived some quarter of
a n hou r so on er, I had been ou t of the reach of
sp ir itua l grace; bu t :I S it is , I 'w ish y ou go od
e ven , an d a safe r ir dance out of yo u r ga rmen t
o f durance, in which ) ou have m u ch the ail' of
a h og in armour."

Wroth was th e Jhillie 'with this co mpa ri­
s on, and exclaimed in ire- "An' i t were n ot for
the p resence 0 the \ enerable L ord Abbo t , thou
kn3ve"-

,.L 'a :, an' t hou wouhl 's t t ry concl usion s,"
s ai d C hrist ie of the Clin thill , " I wi ll meet thee
at d ay.brea k b y Saint M nry's well."

" JIanle~e wrctch , •. 'a id Fa ther Eusta ce ,
" ar t t h ou u t t l. is in stant delivered from death ,
an rl d oes t t hou so soon inors e tho ug hts of slaug h­
t er ?"

,,1 v ill mee t with th ee ere i t be lon g, th ou
k nave," sai -l tl e Baillic, "and teach thee thine
O ramus , v

,,1 w ill me et t:1Y cattle in a moonl ight ni gh t,
before that day," said he of tle Ciinrlrill.

" I ·.,;il have th ee by t he n eck onc misty
morning, th ou stro ng thief," an swered the s ecu :
lnr officer o f th e church,
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. ,Thou art thysel f 3S SI ron~ :l thief :IS ever
r od e," r e t. i tcrl Chris ti c ; ,, ~ n rl it' the wo rms we­
re once fC:lsting o n th at fa t c:lrcase of th inc, I
migl' t well hope to ha vc thi lle office, IJy fa vour
of th ese reverend me n."

"A C; !~t. of th eir ollice , nnll a cast of mine,"
an sw ered the 3ailic j :I cod an '} a confessor, that
i. all th ou w ilt have f. o m u s."

"Si r -," said t l.c Sub - l' ri or, observing that
llis bre thre n b ez nn to take mo re interest than
wa s ex: ct ly dec orous in (h is wra ngl ing h e tw ix t
ju ' : i ..- c an d ini qui t y, ,,1 IJ~ay yo u both to depart
- lVJ:HI·.::r Il nillic , re tire w ith y ou r halh er diers,
an I trouble n ot t lio man whom we ha ve d is mis ­
sed. - And tlrou, Chri s ti e, or wll:ltever be thy
nam e, take th y d ep ar ture, and remember I hou
o w cst Ih:- l iff' 10 th l~ L rr] Abbot's clemen.: )'."

" i lay, as to t ll'lt," answe re d Christ ic, ,,1 [ud­
gc t.lia t J ovre it to yo ur Own ; but imp ute it to
w l.om yc li -t, I ovve a life: amon g ye, ana th ere
is [1l1 cwl ." And w :,istlil ~ as he w en t, h e I .ft
t hc ap:lr tmC:lt , s eeming as if he h eld th e l ife
" Li.:11 he I. d fo rfe ite<l n ot worthy farth er t hanks.

-, O Lstilla Le e 'cn to bru tali ty ." sai ,l Father
Eu tace j " and ye t .-110 kn o\'s bu t some bet te r
ore m, ~. lie lI lle:' r so rurl e an exterior?"

,, 5 . ve a thief fro m t lie g :l1l0\VS, " said t he
Sa cristan - "you .le no-.v t he rest of the proverb ;
AmI ad mitti ng , :.s n1:ly 1 eaven gran t, t ha t our
li ves • nd lil J:! ar e s, Fe from t his our . agcous
knav , v- Iio sll. 1I in u re our meal and our III aIt,
our hcrch and our flocks ?,.

"J\1:Jrry, thal. will 1. m ' hrc thren ,» sa irl an
:l !';f'c1 r" nk. " I\ !J, bret.l.rc n , YOU li tt le kn ow
'~' h a t 111:1)' he llI'tlle uf a rep cn tan t r ohher, In
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Abbot Ingilram'~ da ys-e-ey , and I remember th em
3 5 i t were yes te rd ay - the f reeb ooter s w er e the
best w el come me n that came to Sai n t Marv 's. Ay ,
they pa id tithe of e vcry d rove t ha t t l.ey Lro ugil t
ov er from the South, and beca use t hey were 60­

me tllin g ligh tl y come b y , I hare know n t hem
make th e t ithe a seven th - that i s, i f t l. ei r co n­
fe s or kn ew his busin ess-ay, ...:hen w e sa'." f ro m
t h e t ow er a score of fat bullocks, or a d ro ve of
sheep coming dow n t ] e val ley, i- ith tw o or th ree
s to ut man-at-arms beh ind tl.em, w i th their gli t te r.
ing steel caps, an d th eir bl ack - ja cl:s, a nd thei r
]ono lances , th e good L ord Abb ot lngi lra m w as
w ont to say - he w as a lIlerry mnn - t he re come
the t ithes of th e sp oilers of t!:e E gyp ti ans ! Ay,
and I ha ve s een th e famo us J oh n the Armstr:lng,
- a lai r man he w as and a goodl y, t he mo re pi­
t y that hem p was e 'er heckled for h im - I h av e
seen h im com e in to th e Abbe y-Chu rch w ith nine
tassel ls of gold in h is b onu ct , and ev ery tassel l
ma de of n ine E nglish n ob le s , and he ' ''ould go
From ch apel to chap el , an n from im age to image,
and fr om :-ltar to altar, all his knees - a nd leave
here a tas sell , and th er e a noble, t ill t her e w as
as li ttlc gold on hi ! bon ne t as on lily hood -you
will [lilt! no such Bor der th ieves n ow!"

" ' 0 truly, Bro ther N icolas," an swered the
Abbot : "th ey are more ::pt to t ke any golll t he
Church has lef t, tha n to bequ eath or b estow a.ny
- an d fo r ca t tl e, be shrew me if I thi nk th ey car e
vhe ther be eves have fed on th e meadows of La­

n ercost Abhey or of Sai n t l\1ary's."
"There i5 no good t hi ng lef t in them ," sa id

F ather N icc lus ; " t .-.:-y a re clean nall;;ht - Ah , the



126

t hieves that I have seen I-such proper men! and
as pitiful as prOllcr, and as pious as pitiful!"

"It sI,ills not talking of it, Brother Nicolas,"
said the Abbot; " and I will now dismiss you.
my brethren, holding your meeting Upon this our
inquisition concerning the (bnger of our re­
verend Suh - I'rior, instead of the attendance
011 the lauds this evening Yet let the bells
be duly rung for the edification of the lay­
men witliou-, and also that the novices may give
due reverence, - And now, benedicite, brethren I
The ce llarcr will bestow on each a grace - cup
and a morsel as ye ]Jass the buttery, for ye have
been turmoiled and anxious, and dangerous it is
to fall asleep in such case with empty stomach,"

"Cratias «gimus quam m aximas , Domine re­
»erendissimes» replied the brethren, departing in
their du e o rder,

But th e Sub·Prior remained behind, and fal­
ling on his knees before the Abhot, as he w s
about to withdraw, craved him to hear under'the
seal of confession the adventures of the day
The reverend Lord Abbot yawned, and WOUili
have alleged fatigue; bu t to FatlICr Eustace, of
all men, he was ashamel1 to shew indifference in
his religious duties. The confe 'sion, therefore,
rroceeded, in which Father Eustace told all the
extraordinary cireum tance which had befallen
hirn during the juurney, And being questionetl
by the Abbot, whether he was not conscious of
.:Iny secret sin, through which he might ha ve been
subjected for a time to the delusions of evil spi­
rits, the Sub -I'rior admitted with frank avow aI,
that he thought he might have deserve such
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penaIlce for having judged with u nfra tcrnnl ri­
gour of the rel>ort of Father Phillp the Sacristan.

"IIe:l\'en ," said the p eni ten t , "may have
been \;-ilIing to convince mc, not onl y that he
can at pleasure 0IJcn a communication betwixt;
us and b eings of a different, and, as we w ord it,
superna tural class , but also t o punish our pride
of superior wisdom, or superior courage, or su­
-perior l earning."

It is well said th at virtue is i ts own reward ;
and I question if duty was ever more completely
recompensed!, than by the audience which the
reverend Abbot s o unvl'illingly yielded to the
confession of the Su b -Pri or. To 11nd the objec t
of his fear shall we say, or of h is en v y, or of
both , accusing himself of th e v ery error with
which he had so taci tly charged h im , was at
once a corroboration of the Abbo t' s iud~ment,

a sooth ing of his pride, and an alia) ing of his
fears. The sense of t ri umph, h owev er, rather
increased than diminished hi . uut ural goo, l . llU­
mour ! and so far \V:lS Abbot ll oni facc r;olll be inz
disposed to tyrannize ove r hi ., Sub-I' ii or, in COI~
s equ ence of this discovery, that in hi s (' iorta­
tion h e h ov er ed somewhat lur icrous ly betwixt
the natural l:.'Cp re s ion of his own g ra tifiecl vanit v,
and his timid r eluc tance to hur t t it feel ings of
Father Eustacc.

"My brother," said h e, ex cat llea rnj, " i t can­
not h ave esc ap ed your judicious obs ervation,
tha t w c have often d ec tine .l our o\vn jc dglllcnt
in favour of your opi nion , e ven ab out those m al.

t er w hich most nearl y cance l ned the communit y.
[ever th eless, gr icvcd w ould we h e, could you

think that we did this either hecausc we deem-



ed our own 0l,i llio ll le ' s p regna n t, or our wi t
more sha llow, l lt n tha t of our ot he r br eth ren.
F or it was d one exclusi vely to g:ve our young e r
bre th ren, uc h as you r much esteemed self, my
dearest bro ther, t hat cou r:Jg e which is n ec e sary
to a f ree del ive rance of ) uur opinion , _ w e of.
t irncs sc a ir:g all,lrt a lii' P oper judgmen t, that our
infcriors, and e~pe..inllv Ou r d ear bro th er th e Sub­
l' r ior lJlay IJe comfort ed and encouraged in p ro­
lI D illg vu linnt ly lli , 0 vu thoogh ts . "'Vh ich our
defcreu ce an 1 h Ulll ility 1I1:J y , i n so me sort, have
Jlro .lu ced in ") our min d, m os t reverend brother,
t hat self-opinioll of parts and 1.novrledge, w h ich
h ath led u nfor tu nat el y to y ou r oyer . es timat ing
your 0\': 11 i'ac u lti cs, anr] t her eb y subjec ting y our­
s elf, as is hut too visible, to the ja pes an d mock­
eri es of e vil "pil'its. For it is nssurer] that H ea­
y en alw :.) ; holdellr us in tllc least esteem whe n
w e d eem of ou rselves JII OS Lighly; aill l also , on
t h e ot.hcr h aml , i t may lIe thi t we have sojue­
w ha t dC[J :J rteJ [ram \ -lrat became our. high sca t
ill t his Abb ey, in su! -ri ng ourselves to he too
much guide 1, :' Id e v II a, ~t w ere controule.I,
lly the voice of our ill cl ior. "' ' hc rc[o te," con­
tinu ed th e L u cl Ab ) u ~, "in bo th of u s such
faults shall and) u t Le amen led - y ou hereaft r
p re uming less u.l on / our gi.h and carnal wis­
do m , and I la!. ing heed no t so ea si! r to relinq­
u isl, mi ne own opini n fur th t of one lower in
p Lrce and in Hie», Nev -r Ilele ,wc would no t

that we lio u ld l •• ercby !J c tl •c Ili6 1t ad":lIl t:'go
which we l.ave dc ri : "J , an 1 may yet der i e,
from your wi e coun 1, ;licll hath been :t­
en recommen ded to u II our mo s t reve ren d l'rilll­
ate. "'\ he refore, on a ::;i rs or hi:>h mc urent, \\ e

, . i!l
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will call you to our presence fn private and list­
en to your opinion, which, if it shall agree with
our own, we will deliver to the chapter, as eman­
a ting directly from ourselves; thus sparing you.
deal-est brother. that seeming victory wlrich is so
Ilpt to engender spiritual pride, and a voiding
ourselves the temptation of falling into that mo­
dest facility of opinion, whereby our office is
Iessenerl and our person (were thut of conse­
quence) rendered less important in the eyes o~

the community over which we pre~ide."

Notwithstanding the high notions which, as
a rigid Catholic, Father Eustace entertained of
the sacrament of confession, as his church calls
it, there was some danger that a sense of th~

ridiculous might have stolen on him, w hen h~

heard his Superior, with such simple cunning,
layout a little plan for availing himself of the
Sub-Prior's wisdom and experience, while ha
took the whole credit to himself. Yet his cons­
cience immediately told him t1 :at he was right.

,,1 should have thought more, 'I he reflected.
.,of the spiritual superior, and less of the indi­
vidual. I should have spread my mantle over
the frailties of my piritual father, and done
what I might to support his character, and, of
COUI se, to extend his utility among the brethren.
as w el] as with other. The Abbot cannot be
humbled, but what the community must be humb­
led in his person. Her boast is, that over all
her children, especially over those called to pla­
ces of distinction. she can diffuse those gifts.
which are necessary to rendet them illustrious."

Actuated lIy these sentiments, Father Eustace
frankly assented .to the char&e Whic~ hi~ SUPlI-

Tua MON.A.S1'I'IlT, VOL, I. 9
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r io r, even iri -that momeut of authority, had rall.­
er intimated than made, and signified his humble
acquiescence in any moJe of communicating hi.
counsel w lricl; might he most ngreeable to the
LOld Abbot, and might best remo ve from hiuiself
all tempt.at ion to glory in his own wisdom. He
then 1lrayed the reverend father to as ign him
such 11enancc <IS might best suit his offence, inti­
mating at I he same time, that he had alread y
fasted the whole flay.

"And it i, that I complain of," answered
the Abbot, insteud of gidng him credit for his
nbstinence ; "it is of these very 1lenances, fasts,
and vigils, which we complain , <IS tending only
to generate air and fumes of vnnity, which, as­
cending from the stomach into the head, do hut
puff us uII w itlr vain glory and self opinion. It
is meet and beseeming that novices should un­
dergo fasts and vigil,; for some 11art of every
corrununjty must fast, and young. romachs may
hest endure it. Resides, in them it abates w icked
tlloughts, and the desire of world ly delights. TIut
reverend brother, for those to fast who are dead
and mortified to the world, as I and thou, is
work of supererogntion, and is but the matter of
spiritual 1Jride . \Vherefore, I enjoin thee, most
reverend brother, go to the buttery, and drink
two cups at least of good wine, eating withal 11

comfortable morsel, such as may hest suit th)
taste and stomach. And in respect that thine
(.pinion of thy own wisdom hath at times made
thee less conformable to, and companionable with
the weaker and less learned brethren. I enjoin
thee, during the said repast, to chuse for thy
eompanion, our reverend brother Nicolas, and'
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... ithout interruption and irnpatience , to li.tell
f or a stricken h our to his narration, concerning
those things '"17hich befell in the times of our ve,
n erable predeces-or , Abbot Ingilr.lln, on whose
soul may H C3\-en ha ve mercy! And for such ho­
ly exercises as may furt h..r advan tage your soul,
and expiate the faults whereof you ha ve cun tr i­
tely and humbly avowed yourself guil ty, w e will
ponder upon that matter, and announce our will
unto you the next morning."

It w as remarkable, that after this memorable
evenirig , the feelings of the worthy .\ bbo t to­
wards his adviser were much more kiud lv and
friendly than when h e deemed the Sub.rri~r the
impeccable and infallible person, in whose gar­
ment of virtue and wisdom no flaw was to be
discerned. It se emed as if I his avowal of his
own imperfections had recommended Father Eus­
tace to the friendship of the Superior, although
at the sam e lime this increase of benevolence was
attended with some circumstances, which. to a
man of the Sub-I'r ior's natural elevation of mind
and temper, were more grievous than even un­
dergoing the legends of the dull and verbose
Father icolas. For instance, the Abbot seldom
mentioned him to the other monks, without <le­
iihning him our beloved Brother Eus tace, poor
man . - and now and dum he used to w arn the
younger bre thren again~t the snares of vam·glo­
r y aud spiritual pr id e, which Satan sets for the
more rigidly righ te ous, with such looks and de­
monstration as did all but expl essl y designate the
Sub. Prior as one who had fallen at one time un­
der such delusions. Upon u ch occasions, it re­
quired :111 the votive cbedience of a monk, all
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the philosophical discipline of the schools , aud
all the patience of a Christian, to enable Father
Eustace to endure th e pompous and patroni7.ing
}Jaraoc of his honest, hut somewhat tlri ck-headed
Superior. He began him self to be desirous of
leaving the Mon astery, or at least he man ifestly
declined to interfere with its affairs, in that mark­
ed and authoritative manner , which he had at
first practised.

CHAP T ER X.

You call this education, do you not 1
V 'hy 'ti s the forced march 0 a herd of bullock.
R t fore a shouting drover. The f:lad van
M ove o n at ease, and panse a whrle to sna tch
A p assin g m orsel f ro m the dewy f:rHn-sward,
V" hr le all 1h e blov -s, the oat hs, the md ignarion,
r ail on th e crou pe of the ill-fated laggard
'f h at cri pp les ill the rear.

Old PIa,)',

Two or three years glided on, during which the
sto rm of the approaching alterat ion in cburch
governmcn t becam e each day louder and more
p erilous. Owing to the circumstnnces which we
have intunated in the end of the last chapter,
the Sub -Prior Eustace appear ed to have altered
considerably his habits of life. He afforded, on
nil extraordinary occasions, t o the Abbot, wheth­
er p ri vately, or in the assembled chapter, the
support of his wisdom and experience j but in
his ordin ary habits he seemed now to live more
for h imself, an d le s for the community, than
had been his form er practice.
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H e often absen ted h imsel f for whole day.
l rom the convent j and as the adventure of Glend­
earg dwelt deeply on his memory, he was re­
p eatedly induced to viait that lonely tower, and
to take an interest in the orphans who h ad their
she lter u n der its roof. Besides, he fe lt a deep
anxiety to know whether the volume which he
had lost, when so strangely preserved [Tom the
lance of the murderer, had ngain found it~ wu:
hack to the tower of Glendearg, " It was strnn­
ge," h e thought, "that a spirit," for such he
could not help judging the being whose voice he
had heard ; "should , on the one side, seek the
advancement of heresy, and, on the other, inter­
vase to save the life of a zea lous Catholic priest."

But from no enquiry which he made at the
various inhabitants of the Tower of Glendearg­
could he learn, tha t the copy of th e t ranslated
Scriptures, for which he made such diligent en­
quiry, had again been seen by any of them.

In the meanwhile th e good father's occasion­
III visits were of no small consequence to Ed­
ward Glendinning and to Mary Avenel. The
former displayed a power [or apprehending and
retaining whatever was taught him, which fillell
Father Eustace with admi ration. lIe was at once
acute and industrious, alert and accurate; one
of those rare combinations of talent and industry,
which are seldom combined save in the most for­
tunate subjects.

It was the earnest desire of Father Eustace
that the excellent qualities thus early di played
by Edwanl should be dedicated to the service
of the church, to which he thought the youth'S
Own consent might be easily obtained, as he' a
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of a calm, contemplati,-e, retired habit, anr] seem­
ed to consider knowledge as the }lrincipal ob.
ject, and its enlargement as the greatest pl easure
in life. As to the mother , The Sub -1' : ior had
little doubt that, t ra in ed as she was to view the
Monks of Saint Ma ry's with such profound re.
ve :ence , she would be but too happy in an op.
portunity of enrolling one of her son s in its hon­
oured community. But the good Father proved
to he mistaken in both these particulars.

\Yhen he spoke to El peth Gl endinning of
that which a mother b est loves to hear-the IlI'o.
ficiency and abilities of her son she listed with
a delighted ear. nut when Father Eustace hint.
ed at the duty of dedicating to the service of
the church, talents which seemed fitted to defend
and to adorn it, the dame endeavoured always
to shift the subject; and when pressed farther,
enlarged on her own incapacity, as 11 lone wo­
man, to menage the feu; on the advantage which
lrer neighbours of tlre township were often t.ak­
iug of her unprotected state , and on the wish
she liad that EJward might fill his father's place,
ruma in in tIle lower, and close her eyes.

On 'u ch occasions the Sub, Prior would ans­
W I r, I hat even ill a worldly point of n view the
we lfa re of the family 'would be best consulted
hy on e of the ions ent- ring into the community
of St l\lary's, as it was not to he supposed that
he would fail to alforcl hi f:llllily the important
11roteclion which he could then easily extend to­
wards thelll. \\Tha t could be a more }llcasing
~ rospect than to see him hi g,h in honour? or
what more S'Ycct than to have the last f1uties
I cu-Iercd l o her hv a son, I «v ered for his holi-
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ness of life and. exemplary manners ? Besides, he
endeavoured to impress upon the dame that her
eldest son, Halber t, \VI ose bold temper and
headstrong indulgence of a wandering humour
rendered him incapable of learning, w as for th at
reason, a, well ...s tha t he w as her eldes t born,
Iittest to bustle through the affairs of the world,
aru] manage the little fief.

EI']leth durst not directly d issen t fr om w hat
was proposed, for fear of giving dis pleasu re , and
yc t she always had so mething to say against it.
Halbert, she said, w as not like any of the neigh­
bour boys -he w as tall er by the h ead, and strong.
er by the half, th an any boy of his years within
t.lie Halirlome. But he was fit for no peaceful
work, that could be devised, If he liked a bock
ill, he liked a rlough or a pallle worse. H e had
scoured h is father's 01<1 broad-sword - suspended
it by a belt round his waist, and sel .Iom st.irrerl
without it. He was a swept boy nn rl a gen tl e
if speak him fair, but cross him anI he was a
horn devil. "In a word," she said:, bu rst ing in­
to tears, "deprive me of Ed wurd , goo.l Inth cr,
and ye bereave my house of llrol' aml p illar;
for my heart tells me that I Inlber t will ta ke to
Iris father's gates, and die hi s fa ther's death."

'Vhen the conversation cam e to this Cl isi­
I he gooc1- lrumourcrl M onk w as always co nl ent
to drop the discussion for t he time, trusting so ­
me opportunity would occur o f r emoving hr-r
prejudices for such he thouoht th em, :lgains t· EA ­
ward' proposed des t inat ion.

'Yhen, leaving the mother, th e Sub-Prior ael.
dressed him elf to the so n, anima ting h is zea l [01'

knowledge, and p oin l iug out how ampl y it might
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be gratified should he agree to take holy orders,
he found the same repugnance which Dame EIs­
peth had exhibited. Edward pleaded a want of
sufficient vocation to so se rious a profession ­
his reluctance to leave his mother and other ob­
jections, which th e Sub-Prior tr eated as evasive.

,,1 plainly perceive," he said one dny, in an­
swer to them, "that the devil has his factors as
well as Heaven, and that they are equally, or
alas! the fo rmer are perhaps more active. in be­
speaking for their master the first of the market.
I t ru st,' young man, that neither idlen ess , nor
licentious pleasure, nor the love of worldly gran­
deur, th e chief baits with which th e great Fish­
er of souls conceals his hook, are th e causes of
your declining the career to which I w ould in­
cite you. But above all I trust - ab ove all I
hope - tha t the vanity of superior kn owledge
- a sin with which those who have made pro­
ficiency in learning ar e most fr equently beset ­
has not led you in to the awful hazard of listen.
ing to the dangerous doctrines which are now
afloat concerning reli gi on. Better for you th at
you were as grossly ignorant as the beasts which
p erish, than that the p rid e of knowledge should
induce you to lend ear to the voice of the he­
reti cs." Edward Glendinning listened to ti le re­
buke with a downcast look, and failed not, when
it was concluded, earnestly to vindicate himself
From the charge of ha ving pushed his studies
in to any subjects which the Church inhibit ed;
and so the :M onk was left to form vain cou jcc­
tu res respecting the cause of hi ' reluctance t()
emb race the monastic sl ate.
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It is an old provelb, used by Chaucer, an d
q uoted by Elizabeth, that "the greatest clerks
Are not the wises t 1I1en ;" and it is as t rue 8S if
the roet had not rhimcd , or the qu ec:n reasoned
on it. If Father E ustace had not had his thoughts
turned so much to the progress of heresy, and
1 0 little to what was passing in the little tower,
he might have read, in the sp eaking eres of :Ma­
ry Avenel , now a girl of fourteen or fifteen,
reasons which might disincline her youthful com­
p an ion towards the monastic vows. I have said,
that she also was a promising pupil of the good
father, upon whom her innocent and infantine
beauty had an effect of ,v·h ich he was himself,
perhaps, unconscious. Her rank and expectati­
ons entitled her to be taught the arts of reading
and writing; - and each lesson which the Monk
assigned her was conned over in company with
Edward, and by him explained and re-explained,
and again itl ustratcd , until she became perfectly
mistress of it.

In the beginning of their s tu dies , Halhert
had been their school companion. But the bold­
ness and impatien ce of his disposition so on quar­
relled with an occupation, in which, without as­
siduity and unremitted attention, no progress was
to be expected . The Sub-Priur's visits were at
irregular intervnls , and often weeks would in­
t erv ene between them, in which case Halbert
was sure to forget all that had been prescribed
for him to learn, and much which he had part­
ly acquired before. I1is defici cnces on these oc­
casions gave him pain, but it was not of that
sort which produces amendment.
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F or a time, like all who a r _ [on .l of i,1l.l­
ness, hc endeavoured to detach the at rention of
his brother and 1 Ia ry Avenel from t l.eir t ask,
rather than to learn his own, and su ch dialogues
as the following 'would ens ue.

"Take you r bonne t, EJward, and make haste
the Laird of Col m li e is a t the head of tlre

glen with his hounds"

" I care not , H albert;» answered the youn­
ger hrother ; ,.two brace of dog, ma y kill a deer
without my heing t here to see them, and I must
IIII ,}) 1\lary Aven r-I with her lesson."

"Ay ! you wil! labour a t the .i'.'Tonk's l('~'ons

t ill yo u tu r n mouk you rself," uns\\,e re,l Ha lbert.
- "Mary, will you go with IlI C, and I will sliew
)Oll the cushut 's nest I told y ou 'of ? "

"I cannot go with you , Hal!Jerl," answered
]\,Tar1', .. because I must stu,ly thi s lesson _ i t
\ ' ill take me long to learn it - I am sorry I am
so dull, for if I cou ld get lI , y t ask as Iast- as
Edwarel, I should like to go wi th you."

"Sho uld you , indeed?" said Ll.ilbcr t , "then
1 \"iIl wait for) ou - an d , \ ·ha t is more, I will
try to get my lesson al. 0 ."

" ' it lt a smile and a sigh h e to ok up the pri­
mer and began heavily to con ovcr the task
\I ' hic h had been u signed bim. As if \' :mi ,hed
fro m the oc ietv of the two o th ers, he sa te sad
and s olitary in o ne of the deep window-recess es,
nml aft er in vain st ruggl ing \". i h th r- di fficulti es
of l li~ task, and I,i' di sinclination to learn it , he
Iouurl himsel f ill\-olun t:lIily eng ag ed in wa tch ing
t he mo·,cm en t , of the other two students , ins t ad
o f toi l!llg a llY JOl'gc r.
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The picture which Halbert looked upon was
delightful in itself, but somehow or other it uf­
forded very little pleasure to him. The beaut.i­
ful girl, with looks of simple, yet earnest anxie·
ty , was bent on disentangling those intricacies
which obstructed her llrogre s to knowledge, and
looking ever and anon to Edward for assistance,
while, seated close by her side, and watchful to
remove every obstacle from her way, he seemed
at once to be proud of the progress which his
llUpil made, and of the assistance which he was
able to render her. There was a bond betwixt
them, a strong and interesting tie, the desire of
olJtaining knowledge, the pride of surmounting
diIicuhi ell.

Feeling most acutely, yet ignorant of the na­
ture and source of his own emotions , Halbert
could no longer endure to look upon this q ui ct
scene, but , starting up, dashed his book from
him, and exclaimed aloud, - To t.he fiend I be.
queat.h all books, and the dreamers that make
them I - I would a score of Southrons would
come up the gl en, and we shoulcl learn how li ~·

tIe all this muttering and scrihlJling is worth."
lVIary Avenel and his bro ther started, and

looked at Halbe rt with surprise, while he went
on with gr eat animat.i ou , his features swelling,
and the tears starting into his eyes as he spoke.
- "Yes, Mary - I wish a score of Southrons
came up the glen this very day : and you should
see one good hand, and one good sword, do
more to l'rotect ,·ou than all thl.: bo ks that we­
re ever op en erl, and all th e pens that ever 6rew
on . a goose;:'s w ing.'
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Mary ·looked a little surprised lln~ :1 little

frightened at liis ,-ehemence, but instantly r epli­
ed affectionately, "You are vexed , Halbcrt , be­
cause you do not -g et your lesson so fast lI.S Ed­
ward can; and so am I, for I am as stupid 81

you - But come, and Edward shall sit betwixt
us and teach us."

"He shall not teach me," said Halbert, in the
same angry mood; ,,1 never can teach him to do
:IOY thing that is honourable and manly, and be
shall not teach me an y of his monkish tr icks , ­

.1 hate the Monks I with their drawling nasal to­
ne like so m~ny frogs, and their long black pet­
ticoats like so nlany women, and their reveren­
ces, and their lordships, anrl their lazy vassals,
that do nothing but paddle in the mire with
rlollgh and barrow, from Yule tu Michaelmass,
I will call none lord, but him who wears a
sword to make his title good; and I ·will call no­
ne man, but he that can bear himself manlike
and masterful."

"For Heaven's sake, peace, brothcr," said
Edward; "if such words were taken up and re.
rorted out of the house, they would be our moo
ther's ruin."

"Heport thorn yourself then, and they will
he yuur making, and nobody" marriflg save mine
own. Say, that Halbert Gkndinning will never
be vassal to an old man with a cowl and a shav­
en crown , while there are twent v barons who
wear casque and plume that lack bold follow ers .
Let them grant you th e. e wretched Hues, and
much meal nJa) th ey bear you to make your
broclzaTl," He left the room' hast.il y, but instant-
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ly returned, and continued to speak with th.,
same tone of quick and irritated feeling. "And
-you n eed not think so much, neither of you, and
especially you, Edward, need not think so much
of your parchment book th ere, aud your cunning
in r eadin g it. By my faith I wil] soon learn to
read as 'well as you i and - for I know a better
teacher than your grim old Monk, and a better
book than his printed breviary ; and since you
like scholar.craft so well, 1\1ary Avenel, you will
see whether Edward or I ha ve most of it." H e
left the apar tmen t and came not again.

,,\Yhat can be the maller w ith him?" said
Mary, following Halbert with her eyes from the
window, as with hasty and unequal st ep! he ra n
up the wild glen . - ,,\Vhere can your brother
be going, Edward? - what book ?-whnt teach.
er does he talk of?

" It avails not guessing," said Edward. "Hal.
bert is angry - he knows not wlry , and speaks
of h e knows not what i let us go again to our
lesson s, and he will come home when he has ti­
red him self with scrambling aUlOng the crags as
usual"

But M ary's anxiety on account of H albert
seemed mor e deeply root ed, She declined pro­
secu ting the task in w hi ch they had been so
pl easin gly engaged, under the e.-cuse of a he ad.
ache j nor could Ed ward prevail upon her to re­
sume it again that morning.

Meanwhile H alb ert, his head unbonnetted
his features swelled with jealous anger, and tho
tear still in his eye, sped up the wild and upper
extremity of the littl valley of Glendearg with
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the speed of a roebuck, chusing, s if in despe­
rate defiance of the difficulties of the way, the
\-rildest and most dangerous paths, and volunta­
rily exposing himself an hundred times to dan­
gers which he might have escaped by turnning
a little aside from them. It seemed as if he wish­
ed his course to be as straight as that of the
arrow to its mark.

He arrived at length in a narrow and seclud­
ed cll':llglz, or deep ravine, which ran down into
the valley, and contributed a scanty rivulet to
the supply of the brook wi th which Glendenrg
is watered, Up this he sped with the same pre­
cipitate baste which had marked his departure
from the tower, nor did he pause and look
around, until he had reached the fountain from
which the rivulet had its rise.

Here HlJIbert stopped short, and cast a gloo­
my, and almost a frightened glance around him.
A huge rock rose in front, from a cleft of which
grew a wild hollytree , whose dark green bran­
ches rustled over the spring which arose be­
neath. The banks 011 either hand rose so high, and
approached each other so closely, that it was
only when the sun was in ita meridian height,
and (luring the summer solstice, that its ray.
could reach the bottom of the chasm in which
he now stood. But it was now summer, and the
hour was noon, 0 that the unwonted reflection
of the sun was dancing in the pellucid fountain.

"It is the season and the hour," said Ha}.
bert to himself j II and now I -- I might soon
become wiser than EdwarJ with all his l~ains I
1\1al"y should see wh ther het June is fit 1.0 be
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Nooll Gleams on the L ake ­
~.on ;lowi on the Fell -

" T hrice to the hol ly brak e ­
T hrice to the we ll: -

I bid thee awake ,
'White l\hid of Avenel !

H e cast the Ieathern brogue or bu ski n fro m
his right fo ot, planted himself iil ~ firm posturP,
un sheathed his sword, and first lc okins a round
to collect hi s resolut ion , he hawed lh~e time'
deliberately towards the liollv-tree, and as often
10 the l it tle founta in, repealing at the sa me ti.
me, \ -ith a determined voice, the following
I hy me :

consulted, and to sit by her side, and bang over
her as she reads, and point out Ryery word alld
every letter. And she lo ves me better than him
_ I am sure sh e does - fo r she comes of noble
blood, and scorns sloth and cowardice. - And
do 1 m ....self not stand here slothtul and coward­
l y as a~y priest of them all? - vYhy should I
fe ar to call upon this form - this sh ap e ? ­
Already have I endured the vision, and why
no t again ? - 'Yhat can it do to me, 'who am
a man of Iith and limb, and 113ve by my side
my fa th er's sword? Does my heart beat - do
my hairs bristle , at the th o\lc h t of calling up a
r nin ted shadow, anrl how sh ould I face a hand
of Southron in flesh and blood? By the 50111 of
the firs t Glemlinuing I will make p roof of the
chnrr a ! "
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Wake thee, 0 wake,

'White Maid of Avenel,"

These lines were hardly uttered, when there
stood the figure of a female clothed in white,
within three steps of Halbert Glendinning,

"I guess 'twas f rightful there to see

A lady richly clad 115 she _

Beautiful exceedingly ... •

• Colerid,e's Christabelle,

CHAPTER
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C H A I1T E R. XI.

There's something in th at anc ient superstition,
\'\1 hich, err-ing as it is, ou r fancy love s.
'I he spring that, with its t hous and cr ys tal buLLIH,
"Bunts from the bo som of some des rt rock
In secret solitude, may well be dcem'd
The haunt of sorneth.ug purer J more refin'd,
Ami mightier than ourselves.

Old Play.

You;,;c. Halbert Glendinning had scareel r pro­

nounccd the mystical rhyrnes , than, as we Irave

mentioned in the conclusion of the la st chapter,

an aVIJearance, as of a beautiful female, dressed

in white, s tood within two yards of him. His

terror for the moment overcame his natural cou­

rage, as well as th e 1>trong resolution which he

h:HI formed, that the figure which he had now

t v, ice seen should not a third time daunt him.

But it would seem there is something thrilling

and abhorrent to flesh and hlo od , in the con-

ciousness that ,,"re stan d in pre"ence of a being

in form like to ourselves, but so differ ent in Ia­
cul tics and nature , that we c n nei ther under­

stand its purposes, nor calculate its means f pur­

Suing them.

Halbert stood silent :allll gasped Ioi hre..th,

his hairs erectin g th ems r- Ive 011 his head - Iiis

mou th open - h is e: fixed and , as tile so-
'I'll.. IO:.'ASTEnY. YOI. I. 10
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le remammg sign of his late determined purpose,

his sword pointed towards the appari tion. At

length, with a voice of ineffable sweetness , the

\V hite L ady, for by that name we shall distin­

guish th is lleing , sung, or rather chauntcd , the

following lines: -

"Youth of the dark eye, wherefore did'st thou call me?
"Vherefore art thou here, if terrors cnn appeal thee?

He that se eks to deal with us must know nor fear . nor
failing;

To coward and ch url our speech is dark, ou r sifts are
u navai ling,

Tl e bre cze th at brought me hither now . must sweep
Egyptian ground,

The fleecy cloud on which I ride iot: Araby is hound;
The fleecy cloud is driftins by, the breeze sighs for

my slay ,

For 1 must sail a thousand miles before th e close of
day."

T he astonishment of Halbert began once mo­

re to give \~·ay to his resolution, and he gained

v.oice enough to say, th ough with a faultering

acc ent, "In the name of God, what art thou 1"

The answer was in melody of a different tunc
and measure.

,,\Vhat I am I mu t not sh ow _

\Vh t I am thou could-se not k now­

Som ething betwixt heaven and hell ­
Sometlllng that neither stood nor fell ­

Somelhing that through thy wit or will

M ay work thee sood - may work thee ill .
N enhcr substance quite, 1I0r shadow,
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HauntinG lon ely mo or and meadow,
D ancinG by the h au nted spring,
R idin:; on th e w hirlwind's wing j

Aping in fan tastic fash ion
Ev ery chance of hum an passion,
'Yhile o' er our fr ozen minds th ey pass,
Li ke sh ..dow s f rom th e mirror 'tl b!as!.
Wayward, fil kle is our moo d,
Hovering betwixt had and !)ood,
H appi er than bri ef - dated man ,
Living ten t imes o'er h is ~pan j

Far less h appy , for we h ave
H elp nor hope beyond th e grave !
Man awakes to joy or sorrow;
Our's th e sle r-p th at kn ows no morrow.

This is all t hat 1 can show -
This is all th at thou rnay'st know."

The W hite L ady paused, and s eemed to

:1\ 'ait an answ er i but, as Halbert h esita ted ho w

to frame his speech, the vision seemed gradually
to fade, and become more and 1110re incorporeal.

Justly guessing this to be a symptom of her dis ­
appearance, Ha lb ert compelled himself to say, ­

"Lady, when I saw you in the glen , and when
you brou gh t back the black book of ~ 'lary of

Avenel, thou didst say I should one day learn to

re ad i t."
The Whi te L ady replied,

..Ay! and I taught thee th e word and th e 'pen,
T o waken me he re by the Fareies' \Vell ,

B ut thou hast loved the h er on and h awk,
Mor e than to seek my haunted \y 11; j .



And th ou h all loved the la nce all I the sword,
More than bood text and h oly word;

And thou hast loved the deer 10 track,

M re than the hues an d t he le tte rs black ;
An thuu art a r ange r of mOB and w ood,
A!\d scorncs t th e nu rture 0 gentle blo od;«

,, 1 w i l! fh so no longer, fai r ma iden," sa ir],

Halbert ; ,,1 de. 're to Icarn ; an d thou d idst pro­

mise me, th a t w hen I d ill so !le_irc, thou woulil st

be 11 y helper; I am no long cr af raid f thy Ire­

sen cc, and I ::1:11 n o longer regar d less of in s truc­

tion." As he uttered t l ee w o rds the figure of

he " ' hi te Iaiden g re ,v graduall r as dis ti nct as

it ha d b een a t firs t ; anr] wh.it had well nigh fa­

de-l in to an ill. d efin ed and colourless sha llow,

again assu med an ap pearance al least of cor 10 .

r eal consistency, althou gl , Ih" hues were less vi-,

"id, and th e outli ne of the figur y less di s ti nct

an d d efined, - so a t Ieas t it seemed to Halbert.

- than these of an ordinary inh bitant of th e

ea r th, ,, \Vilt t ho u grant Ill)" reques r ; » h e said,

"fair L ady, an d give to 111;" keeping t le h ol y

book whi ch l\1ary of Av en el has s o often w ellt
[o r ?"

The \Vhite L:J.!l r re p li ed,

"Thy <raven fear my trut h accu sed ,
T'Iune IJ !eh ooJ my tr ust abused ;
H e that draws t o h arbo ur hle,1

J\Just sleep withou t , or hurst the sate .
T h ere is a star for th ee which burrr'd,

Iu influence wanes, iu cours is tur /l 'J;



,. alour ant! (c .1,,] er ,.I ne
Can bring t h ee baLk the chance that's fl wn ."

,;';Vit i:l that a\ -Iul volume li es

Th~ myst ry of rnys ri. <!
1Jarr; 51 t' 'y of I. ir-ian race ,
T o .h c :n ( ,01 1'35 gnrtet! grace

T'o rr-a , 10 f uT"., t) ~l~:-e, to pray .

To lut tbe I trh , ' .. \ r rce the vay ;
AIIJ I« ''1" h' ! :.IlY ! ~"r bee n born,
\ Y 0 1 { ~ 1 Jl u p er 1 ad to E orn."

", f I ha ve been a oire rcr, Lady," an s"'; -;fcrl

-your£; Gl en inning. "tLou halt no w lintlme ,yil ­

li p?, I" IHe~ . f01\V:1nl .....-ith d ou le "pet-d. Ocher

t L ouoh~s l.a ve fill.d 11\:: l11:no, older thollt'l.t · ha­

v e e:.~nged my hc:.rt vvit.h in a brief le,lOn ­

:In,: 1:: he iven, other occupat:o s sI .. , ne for ­

....'-:lnl f.ll 1I:? IIly ti me . I have lived in t.ln .1.:
t.l e sr:l cc of yea s - I came hi ~:l er a buy - I

"Ill I e turn :1 ma n - a man , such as 1ll.1)' con­

verse npt only w it.h his own hind , Iiu t w ith

whatever God llcnnib 'to he ,isidle to him. I

' r ill learn th e eo t en ts of d :.\ lll:'g crious vo lu­

1:1C _ I w ill learn ' 'hy the I ,. ,',- of Avcncl 10­

y ell i t _ why the pr icsts f arcrl, und would h a­

v e stolen it - why thou ni( st twico 1·CCO ver it

Irr m t h eir I arid s. - ' \ ; h a t 1.1'- pry i s ' ..-rnp t in

i t? _ Speak , I con ju re t:lCC" Th L:'.<tj ass u­

med an ai r l'ccu1i;:.rly ad anti SOlCllll, a', nroo­

lliug; her hell' , and fol u:ng her : rrns on ncr ho ­

s m, she re l1lied :
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" Give me the 'volume, 1,ao y," said young
Gle ndinning. "Thcy call me id le - t hey call

me tl ull - in this .p ursuit JI1 y industry shall not
fail; no r , with Gou's blessing, shall my und er­

s~and ilJg. Gi ve me the volume.v- The appa ritio ll
ag niu repl ied:

"Many a Fa thom dark and llrep
I h ave laid the book to sleep ;
Ethere al fires ar ounJ it "l owing _
E th ereal m usic ever flowi ng _

The sacre d p ledge of H eav'n
All thi ngs r evere ,

I Eac h in his sphere,'

S ave ma ll for whom ' twas fiv 'n:
L end thy h and, and th ou sh alt spy
T lllll!:S llc'er seen by mortal eye ."

Halber t GJendinning holdly reached hi~ 113nd '
t o th e , Yhite Lad y

"Feares t thou to go with me?" she said, as
hi s hand trem bled at the soft and cold tou ch of
h er own-

"Fear r st th ou 10 SO w ith me?
S nll i l IS fr ee 10 thee

A pe asan t to J yell ;

T :101l may 's! drive t he dull Hen,

A nd ch ace th e j in(;'s deer ,

B ut ne 'C l' mo re co me near

T h ii ha unt ed well."

"If w ha t tho u sarest be t ruc," said tl ie nn­
daun tcd hoy, "Dly de stinies are h i~h e r tha n r.hi nr-
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own , There shall be neither well nor wood

which I dare not visit. No fear of aught, n atur­

al or supernatural, shall bar my path t hrough

my native valley."
He had scarce uuered the w or ds w heu they

both tlesceno.ed th rough the earth, \ \ it h :1 rapidi­

tv \\hich took awa y H alb ert's b reath an d e,oery

o th er sen sation, saying th at of b ein g h u ried on

\vi t!l the utmost veloci ty. At leng th th ey stop­

11ell with a shock so sud clen, th at the mortal

jouru eyer through this nnkno,vn sp :1ce must ha­

ve been thrown clown wi th violence, ha.l he not

heen ul'helll by his supernatural eo 111'anion.

It was more rhnn a minul(~, ere, looking ar­

ound him, he IJchchl a gr otto, or natulal cavern,

composell of the most splendill spars aud cry­

stals, which returned in a thousand llrismatic

hues the light of a brilliant flame that glO\\Oed on

:1lI altar of alabaster. T his al tar, w it I its fire,

form ed the centro.l point of th e gr otto, wllich

was of a r ound form, and very h igh in the roof,

r e,em'uling in some r esp ects th e dOIllp. of a c:l th e­

dral, CorreslJOndin~ to th e fo ur l'0in t~ of the

compass, there ,vent u[t four long gall e ries or

arc ad es, constructed of tb e ame b rill ian t male­

Ti:,l, \vi th the dOr.le i t self', and the termination

of which was lost in dar m ess,

No hu man im agin ati on can con ccive, orword~

suffice to descrihe, the glor ious ra diance, which,

shot Iiercely Io rrh b y the flame, \\ as r eturned
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T ouch it , an d t" l,e i t, '/\ JlI dear ly b~ bougl.r,

from 60 many hun rlrerl th ou sa III points of reflec­

t ion, :lfforderl l,y ~ h e spa rry pi llars an d their nu­

m cro u p. '"!gu br cr ys r k Th e fir e itself did not

r ema i it st ead J" anr] Unll~ l}ve d, but ro se and fell,

so met imes «scend in » in a br i ll ian t l)yramid of

co n?'en-cd flame l.alf wa y u p t1.e lofty expanse,

a nd a::.ain f. cl in g in to a softer anr] mo re rosy hue,

and hoy"cri !.;; ['- it verc on tl v surface of U !C

a lt ar l a col lect its si rcog It for a unther b ril liant

excnion, Tll('re vas no v isi l.le f rel I)y which it

\ , as L:cl , n Or d id it emit ei t:lcr smol:c or vapour
01 :ln y kind .

,\ k ,t w as of all the most r emarhtlJle, the

Llack volume soften me n ti one c} la y n ot only

unconsumed, but uutouched in the sli "htest de­

g ree amid this intensi ty of fire , w h ich, wl.ile it

lleCllI cJ to be of fo rce suHici ( n t to I;H.!t ad aman t,

liad no • frect whate ver on the sa cred book thus
subjec ted to its utmo t iuf]utwcc.

T he w llite L ady, h aving paused long en o'ug h

to let young Gle!J(liilni ng t ake a comple te sur­

\ er 0 \\ hat was around him, 110 \'\,' sa id, in her
u su al ch au n t,

F nlilia rized

and (lc-p era tcl y

I _ h:,c1 boasted,

out I.~ it::tioll ,

in some d eg ree ' ri t:l n:an'c!s,

desirous of f it "ill; t lro COl.I:J," e

Halber t p] UlloC'; I,is han.I , wi th,
i n to t Le ft m e, l lu, t in .:; to Ih~



rn:,i,lity of the motion, to snatch out the \'oluml;

Lcfore the fire could gre:. iy affect l rim , E t he

'Y:lS greatly <1isappoin tcll. The fiar le iust.antlv

Clu ght ur on hi s s lce ve , anrl though he wi ch rlrew

his IJ n d imm edi .u . elv , ! et his ann was so dread.

fully sc or ched, tl!:l~ he had well n igh scre: med

w ith l,a in. H e SI ppresse d the na tu ral e:~I.1,res­

si on of ant;u: .h , how eve , and only intima ted tLe

agon y " 'hid l he fe l t b :' a contortion and a mut­

t.ered g roan . Tw \V hite L ad Y p assed her cold

h and o ver his arm, nnrl , ere she ha.d h!l i"h ed th e

f ollowi ng metri cal cl.au nt , his p ain l la ,l ent irely

gone, an d no mar!' of the scorchin; wus vi si ble :

"R ash ihy deed ,

Mort i l w eed

To immort al Ila mes app lying ;

l b sh er trust

H as th ins o l dust,

O n Ins 0 \ \ 11 w eak wor ' h r e ring:
~ lip thee of such J<nl cs vain,

~ , 11 , and pr~\' 1.'1 Iur k again ."

O lle,1" pn t 10 vl .at he undcrs t.oo-l to he the

m can i llt: uf 11I ~ couductrc " IY·d bert bared I.is

arm to .lre sho I,le r, tl.rov, iug '0 n t he remains

0; Id lee v-, w rich ; 10 sooner touched the floor,
on \ \ l.:v:l Le s.o ... 1 t han i t coll ect ed i t elf to -

o "'] " o~ d . Ib l r , ",lIl ·b.lll I_-~ • • u p, an " a, - u uou t an y

·i.i".<: r'e re-I uccd to li~Lt tin J" , Iwl.ich a sud­

11 (;11 ) e;clh of w ind di spersed in t o e,;lllly space.
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The '''hite Lady, observing the s u rp rise of the

yo uth immedi atel y repca ted-s-

.,Mortal warp and mort al woof,

Cannot brook this char med roof;

All th at mort al art h ath wrought,

In our cell returns 10 uOIJShr.

The molten s old returns to clay,

Fhe polish'd di amond melts away;

All is alrer'd, all is flown,

Nought stands fast hut truth alone.

Noi for that thy quest five o'er:

Courage! prove thy chance once morr."j

Emboldened h:r Ler words, Halbert Glend­

inning made a second eflort., and, vlunging his

Iiar e arm into the flame. took out th e sacred vo­

lume wi thout feeling c it h -r heat or inconveni ence •

of any kind. As tonish ed, a nd almos t tcrrified at

his own success, he beh eld the name coll ec l it­

self, and shoot up in to one long and fin al st rea m,

which seemed as if it w ould ascend to th e ver y

roof of the cavern, and th en, sinking as suddenly

b ecame to taly extinguisl ed, The decpest dark­

ness e n u ed; bu t IIalbert had 110 t.ime to consi­

de r his si tuation, for the \VIJite Lady had alrea­

dy cauf;ht his hand, and they ascenrl ed to upper

a -r w it b the same v eloci ty with which they had
sun k into t he earth,

They sto od by the fou n tain in th e Corriu an­

sh i.rn w hen the y em er; ec] from the bowels of

t ~ e ea rth ; hut on ea l iug a bew ilder cd i?-I:.n cl>
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"Alas ! ala s !
1\01 ours t h e f race

These holy characters to trace:

arou nd him, the y outh w as surprised to observe,

t hat the sh ado ws h ad fa llen fa r t o the cast , " id

that the day w as well n igh sp cnt. H e oazcd O P­

hi s con -luc tress fu r expla nat io n , bu t l.er figure

began to fade before h is eyes - her checks g"-ew

llaler, h er fe a tures less d isti nc t, h er Iorm became

shadow y, an d blen ded itself w i th the 1:1 i5t -w h ich

was as cen d ing the h oll ow ravine. \ Yhat had h.

te the sy mmdry of fo rm , and the delicate, y <..'t

clear hues of fe me nine beauty, now resem bl ed

t he fli tti ng a url pale ghost of som e I11 n' ,len vvho

has di ed fu r lo ve, as i t is seen , indistinctl y and

by moon-light, hy he r p er jured lov er.

"Stay , spiri t," said the youth, cmb ohlencd

by hi s success in the sub terranean d orn c, "thy

kindness mus t n ot le a ve me; as o ne encumb ered

wi th a weapon h e kn ows n ot how to wield.

Thou mu st tea ch me the ar t tu r ead, an d t o un­

d erst an d th is volume j els e w hat av ai ls it me that

I possess it ?"

But the figure of the '''hit e L a11 v sti ll wan­

ed before h is eye, un t il i t became an outline as

p al e and in dis t inc t as that of the moo n, when

the winter morning is far ad vauce d ; an d er e she

had er:ded the Iollo ving chaunc, sh e was entire.

1y i nvi -iihlc i-e-
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I dle for ms of m in led air,

r~ ot to us ;3 eiv~n 10 share

T h e boon b CSI (1\ ,'d (1 11 Adam's race.
' Vi th at: nee I it!e,

H eave n 'Ill I rovide

T he fit ins .rue, l ite fili i,,!; guide."

The form w as al rcn.lv gon e , arid now t.l.e
v oice itself h ad m elt c 1. av . ; in melanch oly cad.

en ce , ~'lftening , as if t he Blling w h o sp oke had

]JCCll slow ly ' \ afted from r' ie s pot where sh e

had comme n ced h er m el ody .

It was a t this m omr-ut t ha t Halbert fel t t h e

ex tr...n itv of th e terror wh ich he ha d hi th erto so

ma nf ull y sUPIH CSSC I. The y er y n ec essit y of ex­

ert.io n Iw d giycn h im s ,Jir i t t o uia ke i t , ;l.~ rl t h e

pre enc: o f the my.•terious n ei ng, \\ h iJc it w as a

subject of fear ill i tself, hall ne ve r tl eless g i" en

h im th e sense of p ro tect i 1: be:ng n ear to him,

It '\ 'as \\ I en h e eOlIIJ r eflect v;it It comp osure

on wlrat 11;\, p assed , t l.a t. a cold t remor sh o t

across h is Jir .b s , his ha ir bi ivtled, and he w as

afr:l'l t o Iook arou n d lest hc shou ld find a t his

ellro \' so-uc: i ' , ;, ur c fr i.;htful I .an th e first y i­

sio n, A L, II arisi ng sud rl en lj real i -sed t he

be u t iful ; r d . i :rl id ea of the most imng inativc

of our m , JC!11 ha, s ' -

• Coleri rc .
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It f n n'd hi s cheek, it raised his h air,

Li ke a me ,low galo in s r in ;

It mingled st rangeIy wrt h his fea rs,

Yet it fe lt lik e a we lcorm ng,

The yout h stoorl . ilcn an.] as to u isl ea fo r a

few minu te s. I t seemed to l1i01 that t ie extra­

or.Ii nar y Beir g he Lad seen, ha] hi s terror, h al f

hi l,ro tcctre~s, w as s till ~lOveril1g o n t he gale

wlrich s,r ep · ast him, aru] that she might again

make h erself snnsi ble to his organ,; of sight.

"Spcak!" he sa id , wi ld ly tos ' ing Lis arms, "spe­

ak ~ et :Jgain - b e o n ce mo re 1 resent, lo ve ly vi­

s ion ~ - t hr ice ha ve I n ovv ,t~0 n thee , ye t 't he

idea of thy in v isi blc lid scu ce ~ rou nd or bes ide

me, m.ikes my heart i. cat '-:s~ r t han if the ear lr

yawn ed and ga c up a <1 e .11On, " :'n l nei ther

sound nor appcar an e i, d :.:.. red I <J ir ...sence o f

t he Wlri tc Lnd ,' , and n O l~~ . ; r et ...r n .. u. 1 be­

y ond y, ra t he 1 .. I a: .a i v wi ine se, ::: s •.ga in

ndib i ~ or v i ib ]c. H albert , in the 1, ean ...rile,

h:' t he v l:. ry exertion 0 ag 1: 11 i vi·i.IO t l.e p:-e·

sence of L:5 m -stericu Being, bad 'r eco 'ereu

hi s n ati tc 1 aui ac itv. He look d arcun.; on ce

m OTC, an d resumed his 5 li l.l'ry pc th l' 0\', n tl.e

v alley i r 0 d ID e r cc ses ne J-, ,d p ene t:-, ted,

1 J h 'lJg cou ld be more s: .oD61y con tr te d

than the s Drill of p 'S;O Il w ith whi h he 11uJ
b ound ed 0 ...-1;; 1' s t ock anJ er ;;, in 0, ~ r ::0 }I·ung e

himself in;o t,l ~ Currina 'Sl. i;.iI , an . the sob re d
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mood in which he now returned homeward, in­

dustriously seeking out the most practicable path,

not Iroin a wish to avoid (hnger, but that he

might not by bodily exertion distract his atten­

tion, de eply fixed on the extraordinary scene

vvliich he Lad 'witnessed, ln the fo rmer case, he

had sought by hazard :\11d hodily exertion to in­

dulge a t once the fiery exci tation of passion, ann

te banish the cause of the excitement from his

recollection; while now he studiously avoided

all in terruption to his contemplative walk , lest

the difficulty of the ",' ay should interfere with,

or di sturb, his own deep reflections . Thus slow­

I)" pacing forth his course, wi th the air of a pil­

~rim rather than of a deerhunter, Hnlhert about.

the close of the evening regained his paternal

tower.

END OF vot U ~I E J 11\ ' T ,
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