
CENTER FOR SYSTEMATIC ENTOMOLOGY, INC., Gainesville, FL

Nomenclatural notes on Chalepini and Sceloenopliini (Coleoptera:
Chrysomelidae: Cassidinae

C. L. Staines
Department of Entomology, MRC 187

National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution
P. O. Box 37012

Washington, DC 20013-7012, U. S. A.

Date of Issue: April 2, 2010

INSECTA
MUNDI A Journal of World Insect Systematics

0122



C. L. Staines
Nomenclatural notes on Chalepini and Sceloenopliini
(Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae: Cassidinae
Insecta Mundi 0122: 1-2

Published in 2010 by
Center for Systematic Entomology, Inc.
P. O. Box 141874
Gainesville, FL 32614-1874 U. S. A.
http://www.centerforsystematicentomology.org/

Insecta Mundi is a journal primarily devoted to insect systematics, but articles can be published on
any non-marine arthropod taxon. Manuscripts considered for publication include, but are not limited to,
systematic or taxonomic studies, revisions, nomenclatural changes, faunal studies, book reviews, phylo-
genetic analyses, biological or behavioral studies, etc. Insecta Mundi is widely distributed, and refer-
enced or abstracted by several sources including the Zoological Record, CAB Abstracts, etc.

As of 2007, Insecta Mundi is published irregularly throughout the year, not as quarterly issues. As
manuscripts are completed they are published and given an individual number. Manuscripts must be
peer reviewed prior to submission, after which they are again reviewed by the editorial board to insure
quality. One author of each submitted manuscript must be a current member of the Center for System-
atic Entomology.

Managing editor: Paul E. Skelley, e-mail: insectamundi@gmail.com
Production editor: Michael C. Thomas, e-mail: insectamundi@gmail.com
Editorial board: J. H. Frank, M. J. Paulsen
Subject editors: J. Eger, A. Rasmussen, F. Shockley, G. Steck, A. Van Pelt, J. Zaspel

Printed copies deposited in libraries of:
CSIRO, Canberra, ACT, Australia
Museu de Zoologia, São Paulo, Brazil
Agriculture and Agrifood Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
The Natural History Museum, London, England
Muzeum i Instytut Zoologii Pan, Warsaw, Poland
National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan
California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA, USA
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Gainesville, FL, USA
Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, IL, USA
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, USA

Electronic copies in PDF format:
Printed CD mailed to all members at end of year.
Florida Center for Library Automation: http://purl.fcla.edu/fcla/insectamundi
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Digital Commons: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/insectamundi/
Goethe Universität, Frankfurt am Mains: http://edocs.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/volltexte/2010/14363/

Author instructions available on the Insecta Mundi page at:
http://www.centerforsystematicentomology.org/insectamundi/

Printed Copy ISSN 0749-6737
On-Line ISSN 1942-1354
CD-ROM ISSN 1942-1362



1

0122: 1-2 2010

Nomenclatural notes on Chalepini and Sceloenopliini (Coleoptera:
Chrysomelidae: Cassidinae

C. L. Staines
Department of Entomology, MRC 187
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution
P. O. Box 37012
Washington, DC 20013-7012, U. S. A.
(stainesc@si.edu)

Abstract.  The authorship and type species of the genera Acentroptera and Metazycera are reviewed.  The correct
author of Acentroptera is Guérin-Méneville, 1844; Acentroptera dejeani Guérin-Méneville, 1844, is here designated
as the type species.   Metazycera is the correct spelling of the genus described by Chevrolat, 1837; the type species
is Hispa trimaculata Olivier, 1808, by monotypy; Metaxycera Baly, 1864 is an unjustified emendation.

Discussion

The name Acentroptera was first proposed by Chevrolat (1837) and included the species names A.
lacordairei Dejean and A. regalis Chevrolat.  Neither species included a description, definition or indica-
tion so they are nomina nuda (ICZN 1999, Article 12).  Guérin-Méneville (1844) validated the name
Acentroptera by describing the species A. dejeani from Brazil, A. norrisii from Cayenne, and A. cucullata
and A. praeusta from Madagascar.  Thomson (1856) described the species A. basilica and A. alapista from
Brazil and unjustifiably emended the generic name to Acenthroptera.  Baly (1858) published the first
generic diagnosis, transferred Hispa pulchella Guérin-Méneville, 1830, to Acentroptera, described A.
tessellata from Brazil, synonymized A. alapista Thomson with A. dejeani Guérin-Méneville, transferred
A. cucullata Guérin-Méneville and A. praeusta Guérin-Méneville to Coelaenomenodera Blanchard, 1845,
and designated A. pulchella as the type species of the genus.  Subsequent authors have incorrectly attrib-
uted Acentroptera to Baly (1858) (Gemminger and Harold 1876; Weise 1911; Monrós and Viana 1947;
Papp 1953; Uhmann 1957; Staines 2002), but the valid authorship belongs to Guérin-Méneville (1844).

Baly’s type species designation is not valid since H. pulchella was not an originally included species
(ICZN 1999, Article 69), but the designation has been followed by subsequent workers (Monrós and Viana
1947; Uhmann 1957; Staines 2002).  In order to correct the existing error and to correctly establish the
type species of Acentroptera, I hereby designate A. dejeani Guérin-Méneville as the type species.

The genus Metazycera was first proposed by Chevrolat (1837) who included the species M. aulica
Dejean, M. purpurata Dejean, and M. trimaculata (Olivier).  Neither M. aulica nor M. purpurata in-
cluded a description, definition or indication so they are nomina nuda (ICZN 1999, Article 12).   Chevrolat
is the correct author of Metazycera because he transferred the species Hispa trimaculata Olivier, 1808, to
the new genus (ICZN 1999, Article 12.2.5).  Most authors have attributed this genus, spelled as Metaxycera,
to Baly (1864) (Gemminger and Harold 1876; Weise 1911; Papp 1953; Uhmann 1957; Seeno and Wilcox
1982; Staines 2002) who provided the first generic description, but the valid author is Chevrolat.

Nomenclatural summary:

Acentroptera Guérin-Méneville, 1844

Acentroptera Chevrolat 1837: 388 Nomen Nudum.
Acentroptera Guérin-Méneville, 1844: 271.  Type species:  Acentroptera dejeani Guérin-Méneville, 1844,

here designated.
Acenthroptera Thomson 1856: 479 (unjustified emendation).
Acentroptera Baly 1858: 121.  Type species:  Acentroptera pulchella Baly, 1858, by original designation.

Gemminger and Harold 1876: 3608 (catalog); Weise 1911: 19 (catalog); Monrós and Viana 1947: 191
(Argentine species); Papp 1953: 50 (catalog); Uhmann 1957: 65 (catalog); Seeno and Wilcox 1982: 159
(genera); Staines 2002: 746 (genera).
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Metazycera Chevrolat 1837

Metazycera Chevrolat 1837: 388.  Type species:  Hispa trimaculata Olivier, 1808, by monotypy.
Metaxycera Baly 1864: 255 (unjustified emendation). Type species: Metaxycera purpurata Guérin-

Méneville, 1844, invalid designation.  Gemminger and Harold 1876: 3613 (misattribution, catalog);
Weise 1911: 20 (catalog); Papp 1953: 52 (catalog); Uhmann 1957: 67 (catalog); Seeno and Wilcox 1982:
160 (genera); Staines 2002: 763 (genera).

Acknowledgments

Susan L. Staines provided editorial assistance and encouragement.  Shawn M. Clark, Brigham Young
University, and Jonathan R. Mawdsley, Smithsonian Institution, provided useful comments on earlier
drafts of this manuscript.

Literature cited

Baly, J. S. 1858.  Catalogue of Hispidae in the collection of the British Museum.  British Museum;
London. 172 p.

Baly, J. S. 1864. Further descriptions of new genera and species of Phytophaga. Transactions of the
Entomological Society of London (3)2: 251-258.

Blanchard, C. E. 1845. Histoire des insectes, traitant de leurs moeurs et de leurs métamorhoposes en
général, et comprenant une nouvelle classification fondée sur leurs rapports naturels. Vol. 2. F. Savy;
Paris. 524 p.

Chevrolat, L. A. A. 1837. p. 385-503. In: P. F. M. A. Dejean, Catalogue des Coléoptères de la collection
de M. le comte Dejean.  Troisième édition, revue, corrigée et augmentée, livr. 5. Méquignon-Marvis
Père et Fils; Paris. 503 p.

Gemminger, M., and B. von Harold. 1876. Catalogus Coleopterum hucusque descriptorum, synonymicus
et systematicus. Williams & Norgate; London. Vol. 12: 3479-3822.

Guérin-Méneville, F. E. 1844. Iconographie du regne animal de G. Cuvier, vol. 7, insectes. J. B. Baillière;
Paris. 576 p., 104 pl.

ICZN (International Commission of Zoological Nomenclature). 1999. International Code of Zoo-
logical Nomenclature (4th ed.). International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature; London. 306 p.

Monrós, F., and M. J. Viana. 1947. Revisión sistemática de los Hispidae Argentinos (Insecta, Coleop.
Chrysomeloid.). Anales del Museo Argentino Ciencias Naturales “Bernardino Rivadavia” 42: 125-324.

Papp, C. S. 1953. The Hispinae of America. Third contribution for promoting the scientific results of the
International Hylean Amazon Inst. in Manaos, Brazil. Portugaliae Acta Biologica (B)4: 1-147.

Seeno, T. N., and J. A. Wilcox. 1982. Leaf beetle genera (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae). Entomography 1:
1-221.

Staines, C. L. 2002. The New World tribes and genera of hispines (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae: Cassidinae).
Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 104(3): 721-784.

Thomson, J. 1856. Description de dix-sept Coléoptères. Revue et Magasin de Zoologie (2)8: 472-483.
Uhmann, E. 1957. Chrysomelidae: Hispinae, Hispinae Americanae. Coleopterorum Catalogus

Supplementa, Pars 35(1): 1-153.
Weise, J. 1911. Chrysomelidae: Hispinae. Coleopterorum Catalogus, Pars 35: 1-94.

Received March 5, 2010; Accepted March 17. 2010.


