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Aspects of the dragonfly fauna of eastern Kazakstan

Klaus Reinhardt

Friedrich-Schiller-University, Institute of Ecology, Dornburger Str. 159, D-07743 Jena,
Germany

Introduction

Belyshev & Schewtschenko (1971) summarized the fauna of the country, inclu-
ding its eastern part (Belyshev 1961).  Other odonate studies concentrated on 
steppe habitats around Lake Saisan (Panin 1958, Bragina & Haritonova 1989), 
in the Ural-Emba floodplain (Volkmann 1991), the Kurgaldschin plateau (Lake 
Tengis) in the Zelinograd Oblast (Kukashev 1982, Bragina & Haritonova 1989), 
in the Syr-Darja floodplain (Eversmann 1854, Valle 1942, Ionytchev & Ibadu-
laev 1981) and the Ili floodplain (Reinhardt & Seidenbusch 1999). Species-spe-
cific accounts that include Kazakstan are those by Bartenev (1912) and Dumont 
& Borisov (1993) on Sympecma and Dumont et al. (1992) on Onychogomphus. 
The dragonflies of the Altai were reviewed by Belyshev (1973) and, more re-
cently, by Kosterin (1987, 1989).

In the last decade, however, the odonatological activities appeared to decrea-
se. The Zoological Record data base does include 537 entries between 1996 and 
1999 for Kazakstan, only two of which concern odonates (Dumont 1996, 1997). 
The Red Data Book of the Altaian Autonomous Republic (Malkov 1996) inclu-
des six odonate species, compiled by Mr. Kosterin and Mrs. Zajka.

The aim of the present study was to contribute to the faunistics and behaviour 
of some Kazak dragonfly species. In January 1999, the IDF agreed to support a 
field  trip  to  eastern  Kazakstan,  among others  devoted  to  investigate  several 
aspects of odonate faunistics and behaviour.

At the time of application I had the following goals in mind:
1) Faunistic inventarization at each site, including the collection of larvae, exu-

viae and adults. In a comparison to other dragonfly studies from Kazak step-
pes a contribution should be made towards a dragonfly fauna typical for Eu-
rasian steppes.

2) Description  of  habitats  as  the first  step  in describing habitat  selection  by 
odonate species (Wildermuth 1994).

3) Observations on the behavioural ecology of species that were expected to be 
abundant  there.  Most  likely  candidates  were  thought  to  be  Calopteryx 
(transcaspica ?) - and  Ischnura  (fountainei,  evansi,  haritonovi and  aralen-



sis). Ethological studies were expected to be fruitful and it appeared to be 
promising to test predictions about the relationship between penis morpholo-
gy, behaviour, life-history traits and mating system (Robinson & Allgeyer 
1996; Robinson & Novak 1997).

4) Collection of small series of  Calopteryx-specimens. They were planned to 
send to Prof. Dr. H. J. Dumont, Gent / Belgium for a phylogenetic analysis 
by means of 18 s rRNA sequences and to Dr. M. Lindeboom, Tübingen for 
morphological analyses.

5) Collection of Libellula specimens in order to support another partly IDF-fun-
ded project (Artiss 1999) and to test Peters’s (1985) hypothesis of an isolati -
on of west  Mongolian  population(s)  by means of morphological  compari-
sons.

6) Collection of Enallagma species for two projects. First, R. Stoks and M. Mc-
Peek are to investigate populations of  Enallagma sympatric and allopatric 
with fish in the Old World. Second, Dr. W. Schneider, agreed to morpholo-
gically investigate  Enallagma specimens collected during this and my pre-
vious trip (Reinhardt 1995, Reinhardt & Seidenbusch 1999). The systematics 
of  Enallagma species  in  this  region  is  doubtful  (Schmidt  1961,  Dumont 
1975, Haritonov 1975, Peters 1985, May 1997, Reinhardt  & Seidenbusch 
1999).

7) Contacts to local odonatologists with the goal of future cooperation.

THE FIELD TRIP

We arrived at Ust-Kamenogorsk May, 21, 1999. We were welcomed by rather 
cool  but  sunny weather,  the season being approximately three weeks  behind 
central  Germany.  The  lilac  was  still  flowering.  The  bureaucratic  work  took 
three days, longer than usual as we intended to visit the area of lake Marka Kol, 
close to the Chinese border. An extra permit was, thus needed. In the first few 
days we made ourselves familiar with the climate, the people and the surroun-
dings. We were given accomodation by the Waldorf branch of the local High 
School and went out with the pupils to an area of backwaters of the river Irtysh.  
There, we had a nice day with the kids and their teachers including self collec-
ted herb tea prepared from an original “samovar”, a traditional Russian water 
cooker common all over the ex-Soviet Union. The surrounding backwaters were 
suitable habitats for  Sympecma paedisca and we collected adults, exuviae and 
even eggs of this species.

On the market in Ust-Kamenogorsk we bought 66 kg of dry food, devoted to 
be eaten by eleven people during twelve days in the Altai mountains. However,  
we first departed to a small steppe place called Svinchatka, near an Irtysh dam. 
This departure was the only time where we learned that something is in a hurry 
in Kazakstan but we faced 14 hours driving and had first to pick up some extra 
permits from the police. This rushy leave was unfortunate as we just the day be-
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fore arranged a meeting with the biologists of the local medical college, inclu-
ding a lady who was told me to deal with dragonflies, Mrs. Chaplina. We could 
not even contact the faculty about our non-coming and I felt that this was a bad 
beginning for a dragonfly trip without having contacted local experts. Moreo-
ver, a letter written right on our return to Germany remained unanswered, so far, 
leaving one of our goals unfulfilled.

We spent a week in the steppe region where we stayed in tents. Water and 
wood for the cooking were abundant at small creeks and some additional food 
could be obtained locally, e.g dried fish, milk or honey. The bee-keeper invited 
us into his house which was extremely simple and we understood only after a 
while, why. He told us, that he is Russian and imprisoned in Kazakstan. He was 
allowed to do the bee-keeping for the next few of his 9 years in jail. Around our 
steppe camp not many odonates were spotted, the water of the Irtysh was still 
very cold and we could even hardly bring ourselves to swim. Interestingly, du-
ring the preparation of this report, I detected another reference on Kazak odona-
tes (Grigoriev 1906) which gives some references to a place a few kilometres 
from our camp.

After  one  week we again  started  for  a  14-hour  car  trip,  now to  the  Altai 
mountains. We went through marvellous steppes, semi-deserts and saw salt la-
kes and huge sand dunes, the latter beyond the Kazak border, on the Chinese 
side. At a short stop at Rekty (Russian: Alekseyevka) which was largely influ-
enced by the Chinese black market we had a portion of the traditional “pelme-
nyi”, small meat balls in pasta. We already assumed that this would be our last 
“real“ meal for a couple of days. After an impressive drive through one of the 
large and Altai-typical higher altitude steppes with only one village on the way, 
we finally arrived at Urunkhajka, a small village at the shore of lake Marka Kol. 
We followed the steps of the famous German explorers Finsch and Brehm who-
se expedition report were always at hand. People of the latter expedition were 
among the first foreigners to see the Marka Kol. It is a beautiful lake, extending 
approximately  30  x  15  kilometres.  It  is  surrounded  by dense  woods  on  the 
southern shore and the park-like wood steppe on the northern. Surprisingly, the 
landscape and also part of the bird fauna appeared largely unchanged in a com-
parison to Brehm’s or Finsch’s drawings or verbal descriptions. We were told 
that the lake was still ice-covered one month before we arrived and from this  
point of view the quick appearance of species like  Leucorrhinia rubicunda is 
quite remarkable. At a rather swampy meadow we got a little deeper into plants 
and enjoyed the courtship noise of the pin-tailed snipe which displayed only at 
dusk or during rain.

We camped near a small house of a fishermen and learned that our planned 
route as well as our present camp site were within the borders of a newly crea-
ted nature reserve. As there were also horse tracks all about we assumed that 
this reserve was possibly not under strict protection especially as no signs said 
anything about its existence. We were helped thinking in a different way when 
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some Kalashnikov armed nature reserve rangers appeared on the scene. They 
asked to see our maps and could not understand at all how we could think of 
walking by means of a topographic map only which gave no tourist walks on it 
(both the walks and the map do, of course, not exist) and without exactly plan-
ned dates and sites of stay. The second and even stronger “failure” of us was 
that we did not have a Kazak tourist guide with us. The travel without an offici-
al guide was really something that people we met there and on the way could 
not comprehend. Anyway, the rangers told us that there was no way through for 
us except if we would bring the permit from Astana, the new capital, which is a 
few thousand kilometres away.

We, thus, tried to enjoy our last day at Lake Marka Kol and a meal of the en-
demic salmonid fish called “Uskuch” helped a lot. At this time of the year the 
fish rises the rivers for spawning, catching them is illegal but virtually everyone 
does it. We encountered fishing devices and fishermen and often only the eggs 
(kaviar) were stripped off the fish. The three hand-caught individuals of about 
45 cm length made up a good and tasty meal. In the following days we followed 
the only gravel road towards north. During ten days walking we saw only two 
or three cars on that road and encountered people only three or four times.

At the higher altitudes of 1500 to 2200 metres hardly any suitable odonate 
habitates were encountered leaving more time for birds, plants and small mam-
mals. In time of increasing economic pressure many families start again a semi-
nomadic life style, either within families or in communities of herders and far-
mers. When we were invited by such herders, all coming from one village near-
by, we were once more struck by the hospitality of these people. After five days 
of breakfests and dinners with only cereals we very much enjoyed the taste of 
bread and actually regarded it as one of the most tasty things on earth, especial-
ly with home made butter.

We later  stacked at  one camp site  because  of  a two-days rain.  The small 
brook nearby grew to a swift flowing river within hours. In order to cross the ri-
ver, we had to leave (again in rain) and returned to the place where we started 
two days ago. Down the river, we luckily found a very small bridge as well as a  
car also waiting for a chance to cross the river. Nicely, the people from that car 
came from fishing and left us ten large fishes which improved our mood signifi-
cantly. At approximately 1800 m a.s.l. we found two aeshnid larvae, possibly A. 
grandis, in the shallow water of a glacier melt pond. After crossing the last pass  
at about 2400 m we descended towards the valley of the river Bukhtarma which 
is at about 900 m altitude and surrounded by steppe vegetation. There, in one of  
the shallow steppe ponds which was possibly used as a sewage basin, we en-
countered thousands of emerging Lestes barbarus damselflies.

The desperately awaited shop at Chingistay had been closed for over three 
years and we, thus, again relied on the local people to sell us some bread or 
other food. Bread, however, is nearly impossible to buy from people. It is some-
thing so important that as soon as you ask to buy some bread, people will invite 
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you and host you with tea, bread, butter and milk. However, when you invite 
eleven people this is really a substantial pressure, especially under the present 
day Kazak conditions. We could also try the Kazak and Kyrgyzian speciality, 
“Kumys” which is fermented milk from horse. We were offered this at a further 
traditional speciality, the large house tents called yurts.

After a nice day at this small village where we camped and received lots of 
visits from local people, spotted nice Imperial Eagles and made some behaviou-
ral observations of Sympecma paedisca we looked forward our last trip, a three-
days ride on the river Bukhtarma. Before this, however, we had to learn that the 
Kazak Secret Service (KNB) obviously does not have good maps from the area. 
One official-looking man asked us to see our maps. Having good maps in Kaz-
akstan (in this case the formerly secret military maps) is already the first step of 
being very suspicious. Unfortunately, we did not keep them tight enough and he 
teared the map from our hands. He responded our “offer” to take a photograph 
of him and report the case to the local government as well as the Kazak Konsul 
in Germany by leaving the place. When we reported the number of the license 
plate to the local police station we learned that this man was KNB officer. The 
secret service was, at this time actually looking for two Kazak soldiers that had 
deserted  with  their  guns  and was possibly  afraid  to  see  those  maps in  their 
hands.

After getting a new bunch of food at the market in Katon and some army road 
checks we spent three days on a self-made raft, from lorry wheel and wood. The 
water temperature was still only about 12 °C. This is possibly the reason, why 
neither at the Bukhtarma, nor the Irtysh or Ulba any Calopteryx were observed. 
Nevertheless, this trip was a phantastic addition to our Kazak impression, not 
the least due a large (70 cm) salmonid fish in Russian called “Tiejmen”. This 
was especially important as none of the villages we encountered did have any 
central food supply. All farms and houses were self-sufficient. But even under 
this tight economic regime the people were always friendly in providing some 
food. The rafts were finally taken apart in pouring rain making the departure 
from Kazakstan the next day less sad.

USE OF MONEY FROM THE IDF

The money spent by the IDF in this project was mainly used for two purposes. 
One part was spent on films and development, although the microphotograph of 
the parastoid wasp (see below) is not of good quality. The other, the main part 
was used to employ Ms. Uta Gerighausen in a small project investigating the 
degree and pattern of egg parasitism in  Sympecma paedisca. Ms. Gerighausen 
will also co-author the paper on that subject.
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RESULTS

The results of this studies break apart in several parts. First, in addition to the 
data given below, a faunistic report is planned in more detail elsewhere, inclu-
ding a description of sites. Second, we intend to write up our results on the re-
productive behaviour of  Sympecma paedisca,  a species that had not received 
much attention, including the degree of egg parasitism. A third result will be 
that our voucher specimens will be incorporated into more detailed taxonomic 
studies. The fourth outcome was that during public talks on our Kazakstan trip 
the IDF was always explicitly mentioned as a sponsor. One of the IDF’s goals, 
improving the understanding and conservation of Odonata was and will be met 
by including a dragonfly part into the public lectures. In one of our lectures we 
had about 200 visitors and we have presently contacted other institutions for 
further public talks.
I still try to pursue a fifth goal, the contact to local odonatologists. So far I have  
no response to my recent letters to Ust-Kamenogorsk. However, I was now able 
to get a stable (?) email contact to the assistant director of the Kurgaldshin na-
ture reserve in central Kazakstan, Dr. Tatjana Sidorova.

1. List of species encountered

In total, we found 17 identifiable species at 17 sites, less than originally expec-
ted.

Sympecma paedisca (Brauer)
The occurrence of this species is no surprise, it has probably been reported by 
every expedition to this  area,  to Lake Saysan (Panin 1958), other  regions  of 
Eastern Kazakstan (Belyshev 1961) up to ca. 58°N (Belyshev 1973, Reinhardt 
1990, Jödicke 1997).

Lestes barbarus (Fabricius)
Several thousand individuals emerged at a site near Chingistay. This species is 
widespread in both the lower Altai mountains as well as in the steppes of nor-
thern Kazakstan (Kukashev 1982; Volkmann 1991)

Ischnura pumilio (Charpentier)
At places with shallow, warm, running water abundant. An interesting fact was 
found at a spring near the Chinese border. There, ten copulation wheels and one 
single male were found around noon. Only the male that was not in copulation 
was parasitized by ectoparasitic water mites. Eleven mites were attached to the 
ventral thorax region, one to the left hind coxa. 
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Isolated records from the Altai steppes (Belyshev 1973) possibly lead to an in-
clusion of that  species into the Red Data List of the Russian Altai Republik 
(Malkov 1996).

Enallagma risi Schmidt
The species appears genetically not distinguishable from European Enallagma 
cyathigerum (Stoks, pers. comm.). It was recorded at two sites including a final 
instar larva.

Coenagrion puella (Linnaeus)
Two larvae of the species complex puella / pulchellum were found in Ust-Ka-
menogorsk. They could not be identified further. Other specimens of this spe-
cies were observed and collected at a small spring in the semi-desert near the 
Chinese border. As I was not sure about its difference to  C. australocaspicum 
Dumont, I sent the specimens for confirmation to Prof. Dumont.
The nearest records are those that are given by Belyshev (1973) from the nor-
thern Altai mountains.

Coenagrion lunulatum (Charpentier)
This  species  was  abundant  near  Chingistay.  Males  shared  their  perch  sites, 
small  algal  mats,  with  Enallagma risi.  The  species  is  widespread  (Belyshev 
1973).

Erythromma najas (Hansemann)
One male, collected during rain on 18 June belongs to this species rather than 
E. humerale. The species is widespread in the Altai but not in the steppe regions 
of Kazakstan (Belyshev 1973; see also Reinhardt 1995).

Aeshna grandis (Linnaeus)
Belyshev (1973) explicitely mentions Syrjanovsk as one of the southernmost re-
cords in Eastern Kazakstan. The species has been found in the Altai, up to 1500 
m high. One of our sites yielded two larvae, at 1800 m a.s.l. and about 60 km 
south of Syrjanovsk.

Cordulia aenea (Linnaeus) and Somatochlora metallica Vander Linden
The two species are widespread, especially in the Altai mountains (Belyshev 
1973).

Orthetrum brunneum (Fonscolombe)
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Jödicke et al. (1997) summarized the northern limits of this species in western 
Asia and believe that the species will most likely not occur beyond 45°N. Our 
record, situated at 48° appears to be the northernmost record in this area. As in 
Europe (Jödicke et al. 1997) as well as in western Kazakstan (Volkmann 1991) 
O. brunneum reaches 52°N and 53°N, respectively, there should be no reason 
why it should not occur as far as northern Kazakstan and southern West Siberia. 
It appears even as a typical species of steppe regions and oases in semi deserts 
in central Asia.

Libellula  depressa Linnaeus,  Libellula quadrimaculata Linnaeus and  Sympe-
trum flaveolum (Linnaeus)
One of  the most  abundant  and widespread species  in  Siberia  and Kazakstan 
(Belyshev 1973; 1961). We found the two Libellula species at about 20 km E of 
Bolshenarymsk. From there, both species and S. flaveolum have been recorded 
by Grigoriev (1906).

Crocothemis spec./ Sympetrum fonscolombii (Selys)
One brightly red coloured species with red veins in the forewings was recorded 
in the Bukhtarma valley. It escaped undetermined. Both species which presently 
expand their ranges northwards in Europe have not previously been recorded 
from that region.

Leucorrhinia pectoralis (Charpentier) and Leucorrhinia rubicunda (Linnaeus)
Both species are widespread in the Altai mountains (Belyshev 1973).

2. Collections and their fates
Fifteen specimens of  Enallagma were sent to Belgium and further to the USA 
where they were analyzed in Marc McPeek’s Lab by Roby Stoks. After analy-
sis, they will be given to the collection of Wolfgang Schneider for further taxo-
nomic investigation.

All  Libellula specimens have been sent to Thomas Artiss for morphological 
and molecular analysis (see Artiss 1999).

The remaining collection of both exuviae and adults is so far deposited with 
me. I offer those specimens for everybody who is interested in examining them.

3. Aspects of the reproductive behaviour of Sympecma paedisca
Several aspects of the reproductive behaviour of this species were investigated. 
Males appeared before females at the reproduction site. Mating and oviposition 
seemed to peak around noon and early afternoon but declined thereafter. Ovipo-
sition was observed to take place into four host plants. In Phragmites, the eggs 
are visible by the well pronounced zig zag pattern on the leave (see also Krie-
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ger-Loibl 1958). In the future, egg numbers per oviposition bout, egg laying fre-
quency and preference experiments could easily be done. We found up to 5000 
eggs per leave, or about 100 per cm². However, egg clutches are not only easily 
detected by the human observer but also by tiny parasitic wasps. These wasps, 
possibly members of the Trichogrammatidae, were found in variable proporti-
ons of eggs in the leaves. The average incidence of parasites was between 11 
and 45 %. This high incidence of parasites is a major challenge to the use of 
clutch size as the ultimate fitness measurement which is often expressed as life-
time reproductive success in the odonates (e.g. Fincke et al. 1997).

The highest egg densities were found in larger leaves. So far, we have no ex-
planation for the possible preference of some leaves over others. We can, how-
ever, exclude that females choose leaves already containing lots of eggs in order 
to “dilute” the predation pressure by the parasitoid wasp. In our data set, there 
was a positive relationship between egg density per leave and degree of parasi-
tism.
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Bilder aus dem Leben des Odonatologen Dr. Erich Schmidt (1890 - 1969)

Martin Schorr 

Waldfrieden 25, D -54314 Zerf, Germany

Vorbemerkungen

Anläßlich seines siebzigsten Geburtstages gratulierte ein "Schulmeister der übelsten 
Sorte” (Dr. G. Jurzitza briefl.) namens Karl Enz dem Jubilar mit einer kleinen Serie 
von Karrikaturen aus dessen Leben. Hinter dem Homonym verbirgt sich ein auch 
odonatologisch tätiger Entomologe mit einem Arbeitsschwerpunkt in der früheren 
"Mark Brandenburg" (heute: Bundesländer Berlin und Brandenburg sowie die wes
tlichen Regionen in Polen), dessen korrekte Identität nun aufzudecken, nicht mehr 
schwierig sein sollte: Walther Kanzler.

Der IDF präsentiert in diesem Report die den meisten Odonatologen wohl unbe
kannten Karrikaturen aus dem Leben eines der bedeutendsten deutschen Odonatolo
gen. Sie offenbaren Einiges zum Wesen und den Lebensumständen dieses Mannes, 
darunter auch Details, die seine Libellenfreunde in ihren Gratulationen zum 75. Ge
burtstag oder in ihren Nachrufen - so offen - nicht angesprochen haben. Jedoch sind 
einige in den Bildern von K. Enz wiedergegebenen Alltagsminiaturen für Außenste
hende schwer zu entschlüsseln.

E. Schmidt, der am 15.7.1890 in Wuppertal-Elberfeld geboren wurde und am 
22.8.1969 in Bonn starb, war ein konsequenter Individualist, der große Teile seines 
Leben wohl einem Objekt untergeordnet hat, den Libellen. Da war es nur nahelieg
end, auch in der Entomologischen Zeitschrift 1955 zu fragen, ob Entomologen hei
raten dürfen und dies dann auch konsequent zu verneinen.

Einem Studium der Mathematik und Naturwissenschaften an verschiedenen Uni
versitäten Deutschlands, folgte eine Zeit als Kriegsfreiwilliger, eine Phase als Päda
goge und zahlreiche „freiberufliche” und angestellte Tätigkeiten als Pianist, im Obst- 
und Gartenbau, als Berater (und Publizist) für den Allgemeinen Deutschen Seiden
anbau, am Deutschen Entomologischen Institut in Berlin-Dahlem, am Museum A. 
König in Bonn oder im Steueramt der Stadtverwaltung von Bonn.

Dr. Christiane Buchholtz - Professorin am Fachbereich Biologie der Universität in 
Marburg - zitierte ihn in ihrem Nachruf: „In keiner der bisher innegehabten Stellun
gen habe ich mich auf die Dauer wohlgefühlt, da ich durch gegensätzliche Auffas
sungen in meinen Arbeitszielen meist zu sehr eingeengt wurde.”
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Arbeits- und Lebensziel war wohl, zur Systematik der Libellen wesentliche Beiträge 
zu liefern. Stipendien der William G. Kerckhoff-Stiftung (Bad Nauheim) und der 
Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft (während des zweiten Welkrieges), nach dem 
Krieg der Notgemeinschaft der Deutschen Wissenschaft und ab 1955 eine Ange- 
stellten-Rente ermöglichten ihm ein sehr bescheidenes Leben, aber mit der Möglich
keit, ausschließlich an Libellen arbeiten zu können. Die Karrikatur verdeutlicht die
ses bescheidene Leben beispielsweise durch den Hinweis auf die Käseschachteln, 
deren Inhalt wohl wesentlich zur Ernährung von Erich Schmidt beigetragen haben 
muß, die aber den alles entscheidenden Vorteil hatten, ein Libellenaufbewahrungsge- 
fäß mit stapelbaren Standardmaßen zu sein

Die biographisch saubere Entschlüsselung der Bilder wäre eine dankbare Aufgabe 
ftir einen wissenschaftshistorisch orientierten Odonatologen. Und die Zeit drängt 
(sehr), da doch immer noch Weggefährten leben, die Erich Schmidt persönlich ge
kannt haben, die aber nun selbst schon recht alt sind.

Sollte ein wissenschaftshistorisch interessierter Biologe oder Odonatologe Interesse 
an der Erarbeitung einer Biographie von Erich Schmidt haben, würde der IDF sich 
über eine Kontaktaufnalune freuen.

Es sei noch angemerkt, dass auch die Aufarbeitung des - wahrscheinlich - in jeder 
Beziehung im Dunkeln hegenden Lebens von Eduard May von großem Interesse für 
eine Geschichte der Odonatologie wäre.

Literaturhinweise

Buchholtz, C. (1969): Erich Schmidt f . Entomologische Zeitschrift 79 (23): 266- 
268.
Heymer, A. & A. Schöttner (1967): Dr. phil. Erich Sclnnidt zum 75. Geburtstag. 
Deutsche entomologische Zeitschrift N.F. 14 (III/IV): 257-263.
Asahina, S. & A. Heymer (1969): In Memoriam Dr. Erich Walther Sclnnidt. 1890 - 
1969. Tombo 13: 1-4.
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V o r r e d e

E S is t  ein  lo b en sw erter  B rauch , 
nach e in er  runden Z eitenspanne  
ein  Jubiläum  zu begehen .
Nur lie g t  im  F e s tta g ssc h m a u s  ein  Haar: 
Man wählt da s te ts  die g le ic h e n  Zahlen  
s e it  a lte r sh e r . (T rotz "panta rh ei" ). 
D agegen  lä s s t  s ich  etw as m ach en , 
ein  B ohrw urm  brachte m ich  darauf !
U m  noch ein  w enig zu v e r w e ile n  
bei d ie se m  b e isp ie lh a ften  T ier :
B is  dato hat m an n i e  gefunden, 
d a ss  e in e s  T ags b esa g ter  W urm  
nach m ü h esam  g e fr ä s te r  Mine 
von fünfzig , sech z ig  M illim etern  
zum  F e s te  lädt 1 (Es is t  e r r e ic h t ,  
e s  rundet s ic h , drum  la s s t  uns fe ie r n  !) 
A us B o h rw u rm -J u b elfest-A n ze ig en  
s e i  e ine Z ahl h ier  m itg e te ilt .
(Ad notam : H inter d ick em  K om m a  
ersa h  m an M illim ik ro n ste llen  !)

70, 123 456 m m

Wie wär e s ,  d ie se m  B rauch  zu fo lgen , 
wenn künftig Jubiläen  nahn ?
Wir h e r rsch ten  endlich  über Jubelzah len  

m it D ez im a len  !
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Z U E I G N U N G

( E n t o m o l o g i s c h e  S t a n z e n )

We m P flic h t und N eigung g lü ck lich  s ic h  v e re in e n , 
kann fro h  s e in  ü b e r  d ie se n  ed len  Bund.
"Sich s e lb s t  g e n u g " is t P a n z e r ,  w ill ic h  m e in en , 
e in  Segen d e m , d e r  w u ch ert m it d em  P fund .
Jn sek ten  a l l e r  L ä n d e r , w ollt e rs c h e in e n
n u n m eh r a ls  G ä s te  zu d e r  F e ie r s tu n d ;
e s  g il t ,  d e m  M e is te r  G rü sse  zu en tb ie te n  I . . .
M a rsc h , m a r s c h ,  zu rü ck  ! (Ihr H e r rn , den k t, d ie T e rm ite n

v e r s c h ro t te te n  d ie  L y ra , die vonnöten , 
e in  Lob zu s in g en  auf den J u b i la r  . . . )
R ech t so  ! A b sch eu lich  i s t  das S am m eln , T ö ten , 
es b le ib t doch  n ich t b e i e in em  F lie g e n p a a r  !
H asch t w e r 'n e n  U n te rsc h ie d , kann  L u s t ihn  rö te n , 
r a s t lo s  und s tu r  z e r s p e l l t  e r  H aa r um  H a a r .
Tut ab den  F r a c k ,  h ie r  g ib t’s n ic h ts  zu e rh e b e n , 
es l ä s s t  s ic h  auch  m it M au lw u rfsw e itb lick  leb en  !

N ich ts G u tes  m u ss  m an an den F o r s c h e r n  la s s e n ,
d a s 'h a t  den V o r te i l :  es e r s p a r t  den  F a l l  ! ----
O la s s t  u n s  den  H um or b e im  C aput f a s s e n :
K rank  i s t  d ie  W elt, d e r  r e in s te  H ex en b a ll I 
Tabu b e is e i te  I F ro h  e rh e b t d ie  T a s s e n , 
ob B ild und V e rs  se i fro h  d e r  W id e rh a ll.
R esp ek tlo s  s in d  d es K a r i i a to r s  P o s s e n ,
es w ird  je d o c h , w er sch m o llt, m it S chnaps e rs c h o s s e n  !

Solch F a k ir le b e n  zw isch en  Scheck und P le i te  
zw ingt n u r  d e r  T eu fe l, wenn e r  F lie g e n  f r i s s t ,  
und d a ru m  z ie h e t ru h ig  in  d ie  W eite 
m it F a n g n e tz  und E n to m o lo g en lis t.
Fang  w e ite r , D o k to r, s c h re ib  noch m an ch e  S e ite ,
E ntom olog  s e in  doch  d as R ech te  i s t  !
Siebt den Z oo: D re iv ie r te l  von d e r  lieb en  
T ie rw e lt J n s e k te n  sind  ! So s te h ts  g e s c h r ie b e n .

Tod den B an au sen  ! L a s s t  die T a s se n  k lin g en  !
Acht M eilen  w eit so ll d ie  B eg e is tru n g  d rin g e n  !
G ern  b le ib  e r  s te ts  t r o tz  m anchem  Puff und S tüber 
E n tom ologe ! G a r n ic h ts  geht d a rü b e r  ! ! !



17

In  d e r  g r a u e n  W u p p e rg ro s s ta d t  E lb e r f e ld  
k a m  e r  m i t  G e sa n g b u c h  und m it  S c h i rm  z u r  W elt .  
A us d e m  P a r a p l u i e  s e h r  ba ld  d a s  F a n g n e tz  w a rd ,  
und an  P s a l t e r s  S ta t t  t r a t  S c h r i f t tu m  e ig n e r  A r t .  
G lä n z e n d  h a t  E .  S. d ie  N o rn en  a n g e s c h m ie r t :  
s e in  E .  S . , d a s  f ü r  d ie  Sekten r e s e r v i e r t ,  
j e t z o  uns  z u r  L u s t  In= S ek tenb tiche r  z i e r t .  
E h r e n h a l b e r  t r ä g t  d a s  g le ic h e  M o n o g ra m m  
die  L ib e l l e  J a p a n s  v o m  fo s s i le n  S ta m m  I
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F r ü h  s c h a f f t  e r  s i c h  L e is tu n g sk l ip p e n  
und b e z w in g t  s i e  ä u s s e r s t  f lo t t .
F r o h  e n t f l e u c h t ’s  P r ä z e p t o r s  L ippen: 
"S chm id t s p r i n g t  w ie  e in  ju n g e r  Gott  !"
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F e h ls c h la g  ! F e h l t r i t t  ! ! (’ne D oublette  . . . ) 
L u r c h e  g lo tz e n  u m  d ie  W ette .
N ic h ts  k a n n  ih m  d ie  P i i r s c h  v e rg ä l le n ,  
sch en k t  s ie  d o ch  d e r  F r e u d e n  v ie l ,  
m e h r  a ls  m i t  d e n  to te n  B ä l le n  
d a s  p ro fa n e  T e n n i s s p i e l  !



BocUto-l

c

H a r z w ä r t s  sc h n a u f t  d e r  Zug m i t  Wüten, 
D o k to r  S c h m id t ,  d e r  f a l te t  T ü ten . 
P a s s a g i e r e  u m  ih n  h o c k e n .
E i n e r  s c h e in t  ihn  zu  v e r s t e h n :
"W ollen  Sie denn  auf  d e m  B ro c k e n  
m it  K a m e l le n  h a n d e ln  gehn  ? "



Steine , F e l s e n  und K l a m o t t e n  . . . 
E n to m o - ,  n ich t  G e o lo g e n ,  
ko m m en d u rc h  d e n  H a r z  g e z o g e n .
H e is s  i s t ’s wie b e i  H o t t e n to t t e n .
S c h w e re r  R u c k s a c k ,  N a g e l s c h u h e  - 
W is se n sc h a f t  k e n n t  k e in e  R u h e .
E in e r  r u t s c h t e ,  e i n e r  g l i t t :
H a ls -  und B e in b ru c h ,  P e u s  und  S ch m id t  I
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W e r i m  H a r z  m a l  e in g e r e g n e t ,
H at  d ie  T a u fe  n ic h t  m e h r  n ö t ig .
T u s c u lu m ,  k l a v i e r g e s e g n e t ,  
t r o c k n e t  S ocken  s e h r  e r b ö t ig .
In P a n t in e n  s e t z t  d e r  Doc z u m  K an tu s  e in :
" D e r  s c h ö n s t e  P l a t z ,  d e r  h i e r  au f  E r d e n  m e in ,  
i s t  H e id e lb e r g  b e i  B onn  in  W ien  a m  R h e in  !" 
Die F i l i a  h o s p i t a l i s  b r i c h t  d e n  Bann:
" H e r r j e  ! N ic h t  e in m a l  S t rü m p fe  h a t  e r  an  !"
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ORIGINAL SNFRA-ULTRA-AUFNAHM

N u t r im e n tu m  s p i r i t u s  
m a n  b e s t i m m t  e r g ä n z e n  m u s s :  
B ra te n ,  T o r t e n ,  G ä n se k le in ,  
auch  e in  P u d d in g  d a r f  e s  s e in .  
I s t  v e r s p e i s t  d ie  s ü s s e  C r e m e ,  
s te l l t  d ie  A d h ä s io n  P r o b le m e .  
Mit d e m  Kopfe in  d e m  Topfe 
r e t t e t  Z unge  b e s t e  R e s te  ! ! 
" E r i c h ,  a c h ,  wo fü h r t  d a s  hin ? 
L a s s  b lo s s  d ie  G la s u r  d a r in  !"



24

W er kann Z w eck  d e s  E i m e r s  n e n n en  ? 
Schw er s e lb s t  d e m ,  d e r  s e h r  b e l e s e n  . . . 
O d o n a te n la rv e n  k e n n e n  
H unger  wie d ie  ä n d e r n  W esen .
W as nun tun ? 'ne F o r m e l  s u m m e n :  
" C a l l ip h o ra  v o m i t o r i a  !"
Und schon  f ä n g t  e s  an  zu b r u m m e n  !
Aus d em  E i - ,  o G lo r ia ,  
aus  d e m  E i m e r  (ohne S p a ss )  
f l ieg t  h e r a u s  L i b e l l e n f r a s s  !
Auch die  F i l i a  f l i e g t  in s  Z i m m e r :
"D oktor ,  h a b e n  Sie 'n e n  S c h im m e r ,  
w oher  d ie s e  v i e l e n  B r u m m e r  ? "
Z ü c h te r  S c h m id t  d e n  S c h le i e r  hob:
" E im e r  i s t  e in  B io to p  !"
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D roben d risc h t m it h o lz ’g em  H am m er 
D oktor Schm idt se in  K orn  im  Sack, 
d run ten  K eifen und G e ja m m e r:
"F luch  dem  P h ilo sophenpack  !"
E ine M ädchenseele le id e t; 
doch d e r  Schlegel s a u s t m it Wucht 
auf die k leine re ife  F ru c h t ,  
b is  s ie  von d e r Ä hre s c h e id e t.
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E i n  j e d e r  k en n t  wohl d i e s e s  Spie l:
e in  R in g le in  so  g e s c h ic k t  zu  s c h m e i s s e n ,
d a s s  e s  s i c h  r in g e l t  u m  d a s  Z ie l .
E s  m a g  g e w is s  n ic h ts  w e i t e r  h e i s s e n ,  
w e n n  m a n  m it  a n d e r e m  R inge  s p ie l t ,  
s o l a n g e  m a n  d a m i t  n u r  z ie l t .
D o c h  t ä t  m a n  o f tm a ls  b e s s e r  d r a n ,  
d e n  R in g  zu  b r in g e n  an  den M ann !



M üht s ic h  w er  in  s e in e m  F a c h e  
m i t  E r f o lg  r e i n  u m  die  S ache ,  
s p i e l t  d a s  S c h ic k sa l  L o t t e r i e  
und s p e r r t  ih m  die  S o n n e n s t r a h le n .  
(P f l ic h te r fü l lu n g  schaff t  n i e m a le n  
f ü r  d ie  D a u e r  G a ra n t ie  !)
M a n c h m a l  h e b t  auch  N eid  d ie  P r a n k e n ;  
d o c h  ein  S tehauf  m ag z w a r  w a n k e n ,  
s t ü r z e n  a b e r  kann  e r  n ie  1 
D ie s  m i s s f ä l l t  im  E r d e n r e i c h e  
a u s  P r in z ip  g e w i s s e r  L e ic h e .  
T o t e n g r ä b e r  s tau n en d  s te h t :
" W e r  ha t  h i e r  s ic h  u m g e d r e h t  ? "
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S te u e r a m t ,  d e s  T e u fe ls  W eide:
N a m e n  d ie  d e r  W elt n ic h t s  s a g e n ,  
Z a h le n ,  M ahnungen , B e s c h e id e  . . . 
W elch  e in  W ust ,  h i e r  p la tz t  d e r  K ra g e n ,  
k o m m t  d ie  S ee le  auf den  Hund.
D a s e u f z t  S. m i t  W ohlbehagen :
" D e r  B ü r o s c h l a f  i s t  ge su n d  !"
L eg  d ic h  r u h ig  auf d ie  S e ite ;  
d enn  d i r  d r o h t  ja  k e ine  P l e i t e .
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J e d e r  A k t io n ä r  v o n  K l a s s e  
s c h ä tz t  E l i t e - K ä s - P a p i e r e .
Die F a b r i k  m a c h t  gu te  K a s s e .
W e r ’s v e r m a g ,  d e r  k o m b in i e r e :
L ebt d a  e ine  M e n s c h e n r a s s e ,  
die v e r s e s s e n  i s t  auf T i e r e .
K äse  s c h a c h t  e in  s in d  b e k a n n t  
fü r  E x u v ie n v e r s a n d .
S ch a c h te lsu c h t  s c h lä g t  au f  d e n  M agen ,  
und m a n  w ird  z u m  K ä s o p h a g e n .
F o lg e  ze ig t ,  d a s s  A ktie  s t e ig t .



30

Noch i s t  d e r  T r i c k  n i c h t  p a t e n t i e r t :  
M an k o ch t  K a r to f f e ln  in  d e n  S ch a len ,  
m i t  g le ic h e m  W a s s e r  w i r d  r a s i e r t ,  
auch  w äsch t  m a n  d a r i n  d ie  P e d a le n .  
Die R e ih en fo lg e  i s t  e g a l ,  
g e s p a r t  w ird  h i e r  au f  j e d e n  F a l l  !
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U nsre  Ahnen m u s s te n  tau sch en , 
w eil s ie  noch k e in  B a rg e ld  kannten . 
W ir, d ie E n k e l, k o m p e n s ie r te n , 
w eil zu v ie l w ir  u n s e r  nann ten .
D as sind n e c k isc h e  G esch ich ten  ! 
Schw edisch-LU N D  e n tsa g t m itn ich ten  
d ie se m  k o m m e rz ie lle n  Sp iele .
Und so  zogen v ie le ,  v ie le  
S tau ro d e ru s  (B onner S chrecken) 
n o rd w ä rts , um  d ie  Schuld zu d eck en . 
Doch nach  Bonn w älz t s ich  ein B a llen  
S onderd rucke . So w ard  a llen  
P a r tn e rn  g r ö s s te s  W ohlgefallen .
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Den K asu s  kennen w ir wohl a lle  ,
so w eit uns K nobelbecher z ie r te n ,
d a s s  b e i G e sc h ü tz - , G ew ehrgeknalle
die C h arg en  nach  d e r  F re u n d sc h a ft g ie r te n
d es M anns vom  S tam m  d e r  S ch ik an ie rten .
(Die m e in  ich  n ic h t, d ie , t r e u  ve rb u n d en ,
m it ih r e n  M ännern  sich  geschunden  !)
D er s ü s s e  D ran g , s ich  anzu lehnen , 
v e rg in g  jed o ch  in  d e r  E tap p e .
Die M en sch lich k e it, die w ir e rs e h n e n , 
e r le id e t  h eu t noch Schlapp auf Schlappe !
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Rechenschaftsbericht über das Geschäftsjahr 1999

Liebe Mitglieder, liebe Freunde,

heute habe ich die Pflicht, Sie über das abgelaufene Vereinsjahr 1999 zu informie
ren. Wesentliche Aspekte, wie sie sich zum Jahresbeginn ergaben, können Sie dem 
Protokoll der Mitgliederversammlung vom 21. März 1999 in Münster entnehmen. 
Ich will versuchen, auf einige der von der Mitgliederversammlung gefassten Be
schlüsse einzugehen.

Haushaltslage: Die Umsetzung der Beschlüsse führte dazu, dass ein erheblicher 
Anteil der Finanzmittel des IDF aufgebraucht wurde, da sich im Laufe des Jahres die 
Gelegenheit ergab, zwei weitere Projekte zu fördern.
Aktuell weist das Girokonto ein Guthaben von ca. DM 800,- und das Sparbuch von 
ca. DM 3.500,- auf. In Kürze sind jedoch Mittel aus der Abrechnung des OAS mit 
der Wordlwide Dragonfly Association (WDA) zu erwarten, so dass wir entspre
chend unserer Möglichkeiten ein wirtschaftlich relativ erfolgreiches Jahr abgeschlos
senen haben sollten. Detailliert werden wir anlässlich der Mitgliederversammlung in 
Schwäbisch-Hall am 19. März über die Kasse informieren.

Aktivitäten in 1999: Es wurden zwei Ausgaben des ODONATOLOGICAL Abstract 
SERVICE mit einigen hundert Abstracts erarbeitet, die wohl gut von einigen Mitglie
dern des IDF und der WDA aufgenommen wurden.
Anfang des Jahres wurde auch der IDF-Report 2(1) an Sie versandt.
Ebenfalls wurde an der Wordllist der Odonata gearbeitet, die auf der home-page des 
IDF öffentlich zugänglich ist, wie auch an der CD ROM mit der Libellen-Biblio- 
graphie. Jedoch sind die Arbeiten hier leider nicht so weit gediehen, wie ich es mir 
gewünscht hätte.

Förderprojekte:
(1) Positiv zum Abschluss gebracht wurde das Kasachstanprojekt von Klaus Rein

hardt, Jena, der seinen hochinteressanten Bericht im Spätherbst zum Abdruck im 
IDF-Report vorlegte, (s. diese Ausgabe des IDF-Report)

(2) Auch das von der Mitgliederversammlung in Münster beschlossene Projekt von 
Milen Marinov, Bulgarien zu den bulgarischen Somatochlora-Arten, ist abge
schlossen. Am 24. Dezember ging ein Bericht beim Schatzmeister ein. Auch hier 
hoffe ich, dass er im nächsten oder übernächsten IDF-Report abgedruckt werden 
kann.

(3) Der IDF-Vorstand beschloss, Steffen Förster, ehemals Braunschweig, heute Ke
nya beim Druck seines Bestimmungsschlüssels für die mittelamerikanischen Li
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bellen zu unterstützen. Das Buch: Förster, S. (1999): The Dragonflies of Central 
America exclusive of Mexico and the West Indies. A guide to their identification. 
141 pp (Odonatological monographs 2). ist bei Steffen Förster, c/o Marina 
Cords, PO Box 2579, Kakamega, Kenya, zu beziehen. Es wurde vereinbart, 
dass der IDF einen kleinen Anteil pro verkauftem Buch als Spende zurück erhält.

(4) Arjen van't Hof, Groningen, Niederlande, wurde bei seiner Untersuchung "Beha
vioural ecology of the giant damselfly, Megaloprepus coerulatus" unterstützt. 
Seine Forschungen wurden in Panama unter der wissenschaftlichen Betreuung 
von Dr. Ola Fincke durch geführt. Ergebnisse wurden uns bisher noch nicht über
mittelt.

(5) Die weiterfuhrenden Arbeiten am Bestimmungsschlüssel der ostafrikanischen 
Libellen ruhten während des Jahres 1999 weitgehend, da Viola Clausnitzer sich 
auf ihre Dissertation konzentrieren musste. Nun, da die "Diss" geschafft ist, 
kanns weitergehen. Zwischenzeitlich haben einige Kollegen mit der Textfassung 
des Libellenschlüssels gearbeitet, und Viola Clausnitzer bereits Verbesserungs- 
Vorschläge unterbreitet.

(6) RACENISIA, in das ich persönlich viele Hoffnungen steckte - für die an die süd
amerikanischen Odonatologen gerichtete Zeitschrift gibt es sogar eine ISSN- 
Nummer - halte ich für tot. Von meiner Seite her werden auch keine Wiederbe
lebungsversuche gemacht werden, da auch - nach Informationen von Jürg De- 
mannels, Venezuela, das Interesse in Südamerika selbst nicht so groß zu sein 
scheint. Ich mag nicht so recht daran glauben, sehe aber vorerst bei mir keine 
Möglichkeilen mehr, das Mitteilungsblatt voranzutreiben.

(7) Auch Kamerun scheint kein Land zu sein, wo der IDF sonderlich erfolgreich ist. 
Dr. Vick reagiert auch Schreiben, einen Bericht über die Verwendung der IDF- 
Fördersumme abzuliefem, nicht. Und das mit dem WWF geplante Projekt (vgl. 
Protokoll der MV) scheiterte an der kommentarlosen Absage der Interessentin. 
Der WWF hatte zugestimmt. Enttäuschungen müssen nicht weiter kommentiert 
werden.

(8) Auch die Überlegungen, dass der IDF die Übersetzung wichtiger russischspra
chiger Libellenartikell finanziell ermöglicht, führte bisher zu keinem Ergebniss, 
da die angesprochenen Kollegen offensichtlich nicht mehr auf die peanuts ange
wiesen sind, über die ein IDF verfügt. Auch hier will ich Enttäuschung nicht ver
bergen, jedoch lohnt sich möglicherweise doch noch ein neuer Versuch in näch
ster Zeit.

(9) Das Projekt von Thomas Artiss "Molecular systematics and the evolution of ge
nitalia in libellulid dragonflies" wurde - wie im Protokoll abgedruckt - abgewik- 
kelt. Die Finanzierung des Gesamtprojekts (DM 1.700,-) konnte jedoch über die 
genehmigten DM 700,- nur durch einen Verzicht auf Rückerstattung von Ausla
gen und eine Verpflichtungserklärung über DM 700,- des Schatzmeisters Martin
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Lindeboom sowie eine meinerseitige zweckgebundenen Spende gesichert wer
den. Ein Ergebnisbericht liegt noch nicht vor.

Mitgliedervotum: Weiterführung des Ostafrika-Projektes: Wie Sie dem Proto
koll (TOP 7,3) zur MV in Münster entnehmen können, hat der IDF-Vorstand gro
sses Vertrauen in Viola Clausnitzer und ihre odonatologische Arbeit in Ostafrika. 
Wir haben Viola deshalb gebeten, eine sein knappe Skizze zur Weiterfuhrung des 
Bestimmungsschlüssel-Projektes einzureichen, die wir Ilmen hiermit zur Abstim
mung und Entscheidung zusenden, (s. Anlage)
Bitte teilen Sie dem Schatzmeister bis zum 15. Februar schriftlich mit, ob Sie ei
ner Förderung des Projektes mit DM 2.000,- zustimmen oder nicht.

Nächste Mitgliederversammlung: Fristwahrend laden wir Sie für den 19. März 
2000 gegen 14.00 Uhr nach Schwäbisch-Hall zur nächsten Mitgliederversammlung 
ein. Top 1: Begrüssung durch den Schatzmeister; Top 2; Wahl von Versammlungs
leiter und Protokollant; Top 3: Festlegung der Tagesordnung; Top 4: Tätigkeitsbe
richt des Vorstandes; Top 5: Entlastung des Vorstandes; Top 6: Verschiedenes.
Eine genaue Besclireibung der Versammlungslokalität geht Ilmen rechtzeitig zu.

Bitte begleichen Sie Ihren Mitgliedsbeitrag möglichst bald. Wie immer ist der IDF 
über Spenden sehr erfreut. Die Freunde ausserhalb von Deutschland mögen Ihren 
Beitrag bitte per Brief schicken. Anderfalls fressen die Bankgebühren den Mit
gliedsbeitrag auf. Sollten Sie trotzdem auf unser Bankkonto überweisen wollen, so 
erhöhen Sie die Summe bitte auf DM 45,-. Es besteht auch die Möglichkeit per Kre
ditkarte zu bezahlen; bitte machen Sie uns ggf. entsprechende Angaben (Karten
nummer, Gültigkeitsdatum), damit wir Ihr Konto belasten können. Wir haben jedoch 
nur die Möglichkeit EUROCARD / MASTERCARD abzurechnen.

Ich wünschen Ilmen ein erfolgreiches neues Jahr und verbleibe mit meinen besten 
Wünschen

gez. Martin Schon'
- Schatzmeister -


