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The Impact of Cryoballoon Versus Radiofrequency Ablation for
Paroxysmal Atrial Fibrillation on Healthcare Utilization and Costs:
An Economic Analysis From the FIRE AND ICE Trial

n the article by Chun et al, “The Impact of Cryoballoon

Versus Radiofrequency Ablation for Paroxysmal Atrial
Fibrillation on Healthcare Utilization and Costs: An Economic
Analysis From the FIRE AND ICE Trial” which published online
July 27, 2017, and appeared in the August 2017 issue of the
journal (/ Am Heart Assoc. 2017;6:e006043. DOI: 10.1161/
JAHA.117.006043.), there were errors found in Figure 1. On
page 5, Figure 1, “United Kingdom” and “United States” were
misspelled. The corrected figure is presented below.

The publisher regrets these errors.

The online version of the article has been updated and
is available at http://jaha.ahajournals.org/content/6/8/
006043

J Am Heart Assoc. 2017;6:002230. DOI: 10.1161/JAHA.117.002230.

© 2017 The Authors. Published on behalf of the American Heart Association,
Inc., by Wiley. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial License, which permits use, distribu-
tion and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly
cited and is not used for commercial purposes.
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Total Trial-Period Cost Difference by Country

Country RFC Cryoballoon A P value
GER €1020K €775K €245K 0.012
UK £686K £547K £140K 0.013

us $1729K $1374K $355K 0.016

Figure 1. Healthcare cost savings: Total trial period payer costs
of healthcare utilizations (HCUs) for the cryoballoon and
radiofrequency current (RFC) groups calculated by multiplying
the number of HCUs by the specific payer cost per HCU across 3
national healthcare systems. The cryoballoon group demonstrated
a statistically significant cost reduction in all 3 systems when
compared with RFC, with the largest cost reductions in repeat
ablations and cardiovascular rehospitalizations. Cryo indicates
cryoballoon.
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