
Center for SyStematiC entomology, inC., Gainesville, FL

Insecta
 MundI A Journal of World Insect Systematics

Transfer of Polycentropus harpi Moulton and Stewart  
to Plectrocnemia Stephens (Trichoptera: Polycentropodidae)

Alexander B. Orfinger
Center for Water Resources

Florida A&M University
Tallahassee, Florida 32307, U.S.A.

Date of issue: July 26, 2019

0718

2
urn:lsid:zoobank.
org:pub:5D3B1AC7-6F8A-4A06-
B525-8C6B0F77A026

2019
26
July



Alexander B. Orfinger
Transfer of Polycentropus harpi Moulton and Stewart to Plectrocnemia Stephens 
(Trichoptera: Polycentropodidae)
Insecta Mundi 0718: 1–2
ZooBank Registered: urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:5D3B1AC7-6F8A-4A06-B525-8C6B0F77A026

Published in 2019 by
Center for Systematic Entomology, Inc.
P.O. Box 141874
Gainesville, FL 32614-1874 USA
http://centerforsystematicentomology.org/

Insecta Mundi is a journal primarily devoted to insect systematics, but articles can be published on any non-
marine arthropod. Topics considered for publication include systematics, taxonomy, nomenclature, checklists, faunal 
works, and natural history. Insecta Mundi will not consider works in the applied sciences (i.e. medical entomology, 
pest control research, etc.), and no longer publishes book reviews or editorials. Insecta Mundi publishes original 
research or discoveries in an inexpensive and timely manner, distributing them free via open access on the internet 
on the date of publication.

Insecta Mundi is referenced or abstracted by several sources, including the Zoological Record and CAB Abstracts. 
Insecta Mundi is published irregularly throughout the year, with completed manuscripts assigned an individual 
number. Manuscripts must be peer reviewed prior to submission, after which they are reviewed by the editorial 
board to ensure quality. One author of each submitted manuscript must be a current member of the Center for 
Systematic Entomology.

Guidelines and requirements for the preparation of manuscripts are available on the Insecta Mundi website at 
http://centerforsystematicentomology.org/insectamundi/

Chief Editor: David Plotkin, insectamundi@gmail.com
Assistant Editor: Paul E. Skelley, insectamundi@gmail.com
Head Layout Editor: Robert G. Forsyth
Editorial Board: J. H. Frank, M. J. Paulsen, Michael C. Thomas
Review Editors: Listed on the Insecta Mundi webpage

Printed copies (ISSN 0749-6737) annually deposited in libraries
CSIRO, Canberra, ACT, Australia
Museu de Zoologia, São Paulo, Brazil 
Agriculture and Agrifood Canada, Ottawa, ON, Canada 
The Natural History Museum, London, UK
Muzeum i Instytut Zoologii PAN, Warsaw, Poland
National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan
California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA, USA
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Gainesville, FL, USA
Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, IL, USA
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, USA
Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences, Saint-Petersburg, Russia

Electronic copies (Online ISSN 1942-1354, CDROM ISSN 1942-1362) in PDF format
Printed CD or DVD mailed to all members at end of year. Archived digitally by Portico.
Florida Virtual Campus: http://purl.fcla.edu/fcla/insectamundi
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Digital Commons: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/insectamundi/
Goethe-Universität, Frankfurt am Main: http://nbn-resolving.de/urn/resolver.pl?urn:nbn:de:hebis:30:3-135240

Copyright held by the author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons, Attribution Non-Commercial License, which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, 
and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author(s) and source are credited. http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Layout Editor for this article: Robert G. Forsyth

http://centerforsystematicentomology.org/
http://purl.fcla.edu/fcla/insectamundi
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/insectamundi/
http://nbn-resolving.de/urn/resolver.pl?urn:nbn:de:hebis:30:3-135240
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


0718: 1–2 2019

Transfer of Polycentropus harpi Moulton and Stewart to Plectrocnemia 
Stephens (Trichoptera: Polycentropodidae)

Alexander B. Orfinger
Center for Water Resources
Florida A&M University
Tallahassee, Florida 32307, U.S.A.
a.orfinger@ufl.edu

Abstract. Polycentropus harpi Moulton and Stewart (Trichoptera: Polycentropodidae) is transferred to Plectroc-
nemia Stephens, resulting in the name Plectrocnemia harpi (Moulton and Stewart, 1993), new combination.

Key words. Annulipalpia; new combination; taxonomy; Polycentropus sensu lato; Polycentropus sensu stricto; 
trumpet-net caddisflies.

In his treatment of Illinois Trichoptera, Ross (1944) placed members of Holocentropus McLachlan, 
1878 and Plectrocnemia Stephens, 1836 in the genus Polycentropus Curtis, 1835 (Trichoptera: Polycentro-
podidae). Despite the decision to transfer the species of the genera Holocentropus and Plectrocnemia, 
Ross failed to render these genera as junior synonyms of Polycentropus. In addition, the inclusion of all 
species of the three genera under Polycentropus was done with little justification other than mention-
ing marginal differences between the various life stages of members of each genus. Since 1944, North 
American taxonomists adopted Ross’ classification scheme while European taxonomists have opted to 
ignore the classification and instead maintain the pre-1944 scheme distinguishing between the three 
genera (Nimmo 1986; Armitage and Hamilton 1990). 

Until recently, little phylogenetic evidence existed to fully evaluate the rival classification schemes. In 
2011, Chamorro and Holzenthal generated a robust phylogeny of the polycentropodids based on larval, 
pupal, and adult morphological characters. To rectify the conflicting placement of species within the 
three genera, Chamorro and Holzenthal (2011) reinstated the pre-1944 placement of Holocentropus and 
Plectrocnemia species. Those species described in Polycentropus post-1944 in North America as listed by 
Fischer (1962, 1972) under Plectrocnemia or in Nimmo’s (1986) species groups ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘D’ and ‘G’, were 
also transferred to Plectrocnemia. 

Included in the new designation of species were Plectrocnemia cinerea (Hagen 1861) and Plectrocnemia 
sabulosa (Leonard and Leonard 1949) (both originally placed in Polycentropus). In combination with 
Polycentropus harpi Moulton and Stewart, 1993, these three species form the cinerea species group based 
on morphological similarity of the male genitalia (Armitage and Hamilton 1990; Moulton and Stewart 
1993). Despite transferring Polycentropus cinerea and Polycentropus sabulosa to Plectrocnemia, Cham-
orro and Holzenthal (2011) overlooked Polycentropus harpi. Therefore, I transfer Polycentropus harpi 
to Plectrocnemia, resulting in Plectrocnemia harpi (Moulton and Stewart, 1993), new combination.

Little is known of the natural history of Plectrocnemia harpi, and the immature stages and female 
have yet to be described (Moulton and Stewart 1993). The species has been recorded from Arkansas, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas, and Virginia (Rasmussen and Morse 2018).
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