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The nature of half-precession (HP) cycles (~9000—12,000 years), although identified in numerous re-
cords, is still poorly understood. Here we focus on HP signals in Lake Ohrid and in a variety of different
marine and terrestrial proxy records from Europe and the Northern Atlantic region. Our study examines
the temporal evolution of the HP signal from the early/middle Pleistocene to the present, discusses the
results across the latitudes of the Mediterranean and Europe, and assesses the potential of the HP to
reflect the connectivity of climate systems over time.

We apply filters on the datasets that remove the classical orbital cycles (eccentricity, obliquity, pre-
cession) and high frequency signals to focus exclusively on the bandwidth of the HP signal. Evolutionary
wavelet spectra and correlation techniques are used to study the evolution of frequencies through the
different records.

Next to a connection of HP cycles to interglacials, we see a more pronounced HP signal in the younger
part of several proxy records. Although the HP signal is present in all of the investigated sites, we observe
a more pronounced HP signal in the southeast compared to records from the north. The latter is
consistent with the assumption that HP is an equatorial signal and can be transmitted northward via
various pathways. The appearance of HP signals in mid- and high-latitude records can thus be an in-
dicator for the intensity of the mechanisms driving these pathways. The African Monsoon probably plays
a major role in this context, as its magnitude directly influences the climate systems of the Mediterra-
nean and Southern Europe.

© 2022 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND

license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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(less than 15 ka) usually received only secondary attention. In this
study, we specifically address cycles between 12 and 9 ka. This
frequency band, referred to as half-precession (HP), is a harmonic of
the 23—19 ka precession cycles (Berger et al., 1997). The HP signal is
considered to be most intense in the intertropical zone, as it results

1. Introduction
1.1. Characteristics of half-precession cycles and state of the art

After Milutin Milankovi¢ published his theories on orbital cycles

in the first half of the 20th century, it took decades until these were
accepted as catalysts for warm/cold periods (Milankovi¢, 1920,
1941; Hays et al., 1976). Since then, major progress was made in
cyclostratigraphy and the impact of orbital forcing on the climate
system (e.g. Weedon, 2003; Hinnov, 2000 and references therein).
Most studies focused on the role of the three major cycles (eccen-
tricity, obliquity, precession), while sub-Milankovi¢ frequencies
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from the twice-yearly passage of the sun across the equator (Short
et al,, 1991; Berger et al., 2006). Studies on marine records first
proved the occurrence of HP (e.g. Hagelberg et al., 1994; Hinnov
et al, 2002). HP cycles were also described as a response to
monsoon rainfall in lacustrine records from Africa (Trauth et al.,
2003; Verschuren et al., 2009; Scholz et al., 2007). Deposits from
the Chinese Loess Plateau suggest that mid-latitude terrestrial re-
cords are able to reflect HP signals which originate from the East
Asian summer monsoon in the tropical Pacific Ocean (Sun and
Huang, 2006). Similar observations about the HP signal were
made by Turney et al. (2004) who suggest that climate variations in
the tropical Pacific Ocean exert an influence on North Atlantic
climate through atmospheric and oceanic teleconnections on
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orbital timescales. In comparison to marine records, terrestrial re-
cords (lacustrine and loess) are usually relatively short. The longest
terrestrial record mentioned in the references above has an age of
175 ka (Trauth et al., 2003), while marine records often span longer
periods with millions of years (e.g. Hagelberg et al., 1994; Grant
et al., 2017). Controversy is still ongoing about how HP affects
climate and is transferred into geological records (Hinnov et al.,
2002; De Vleeschouwer et al., 2012, and references therein). In
this context, it is important to recognize that insolation forcing is
only one step in an astronomical theory of paleoclimate (Berger
et al, 2006), and that astronomical climate forcing can act
nonlinear and complex (e.g. Meyers, 2019; Liebrand and de Bakker,
2019).

1.2. Aim of the study

HP is observable in various marine (e.g. Hagelberg et al., 1994;
Grant et al.,, 2017) as well as terrestrial records (e.g. Antoine et al.,
2013; Colcord et al., 2018) but is often not described in detail or
further investigated (e.g. Hodell et al., 2013). In some of the just
referenced records and Lake Ohrid data (see chapter 1.3 ‘Setting of
Lake Ohrid’), HP cycles are very distinctly developed.

In our study, we use various proxy records in and around Europe
to characterize and quantify the HP signal. We (1) investigate HP
cycles in Lake Ohrid and (2) set the results in temporal and spatial
connection to other records containing clear HP cyclicity. We
observe HP over a period of more than 1 Ma in Lake Ohrid and in
other long-term records with (in)direct impact of climate systems
influencing Europe. Further, we show that HP is also present in
high-latitude records, even if not very pronounced and/or super-
imposed by the main orbital cycles (eccentricity, obliquity, pre-
cession). We assess the influence of HP on records from Europe and
surrounding regions with the aim to better understand its spatial
and temporal occurrence. Assuming that the HP signal originates in
tropical regions (Hagelberg et al., 1994; Short et al., 1991), its in-
fluence on Europe is largely determined by how the signal is carried
northward. As an example, the Nile River transmits information
from tropical Africa to the Mediterranean Sea (e.g. Rohling et al,,
2015; Rossignol-Strick, 1985). The occurrence of HP in mid-to
high-latitudes can thus be used as a measure of connectivity be-
tween tropical and subtropical/temperate/subpolar climate zones
in the past.

1.3. Setting of Lake Ohrid

Lake Ohrid is located on the Balkan Peninsula between Albania
and North Macedonia. It is considered Europe's oldest lake, and
therefore it is a valuable archive for studies that focus on changes in
local (hydro)climate during the last ~1.36 Ma (e.g. Wagner et al.,
2014, 2019). Simplified, the succession consists of two types of
hemipelagic sediments: calcareous silty clay deposited during in-
terglacials and clastic, silty clay deposited during glacials (Francke
et al., 2016). Several layers of volcanic ash allow tephrostrati-
graphic analyses, which are the basis for the development of a
robust age-depth model besides the borehole logging data (Leicher
et al., 2016; Wagner et al., 2019; Ulfers et al., 2022).

The present day climate around Lake Ohrid is mostly a Medi-
terranean type climate with hot/arid summers and typically rainfall
maxima during mild winters (Schemmel et al., 2016). The principal
climate systems of the region are highlighted in Fig. 1. There is a
pronounced sensitivity to the variability of atmospheric circulation
patterns, such as the Siberian High intensity, the North Atlantic
Oscillation modes (NAO"/NAO™), and the monsoon systems (e.g.
Schemmel et al., 2016; Lionello et al., 2012; Wanner et al., 2001).
Southward displacement of the westerly track reflects growth of
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the Fennoscandian ice sheet (Unal-imer et al., 2015). Proxy records
from Lake Ohrid and climate models suggest that North Atlantic
low-pressure systems entering the Mediterranean Sea are
strengthened during periods of low continental ice volume. This
increases the winter rainfall in the Mediterranean Sea (Wagner
et al, 2019; Kutzbach et al., 2014). Wagner et al. (2019) also
demonstrate a connection of Lake Ohrid's precipitation proxies
with Mediterranean sapropels. The latter are organic rich layers in
marine sediments which indicate enhanced African monsoons ac-
tivity (e.g. Rohling et al., 2015; Rossignol-Strick, 1985).

2. Material and Methods
2.1. Data description and pre-processing

Multi-proxy studies as from Li et al. (2019) are of significant
value as they allow to assess the individual suitability of a proxy to
reflect astronomical forcing. The records used in this study include
a variety of proxies, time intervals, and locations around Europe
and the North Atlantic.

The datasets from Lake Ohrid are from an ICDP drilling
campaign in 2013. Geophysical downhole logging was conducted
by the Leibniz Institute for Applied Geophysics and several
continuous data sets of physical properties were obtained. The
parameters used in this study are gamma radiation (GR, including
concentrations of U, K, Th) and magnetic susceptibility (MS), each
with a vertical resolution of 10—20 cm. Principals of logging tech-
niques are described in Rider and Kennedy (2011), details about the
logging procedure in Lake Ohrid are given by Baumgarten et al.
(2015). Pre-processing of data was performed with the GeoBase®
(Antares, Germany) and WellCAD® software (Advanced Logic
Technology, Luxembourg). The GR in Lake Ohrid is connected to
detrital input of clay minerals, which contain radioactive elements
like U, K and Th. The detrital input is higher in glacials due to
increased erosion in the hinterland caused by reduced vegetation
(Vogel et al., 2010).

Core based analyses of sediments from Lake Ohrid are obtained
after the creation of a composite record. The proxies used in this
study are listed in Table 1. Total inorganic carbon (TIC) and total
organic carbon (TOC) contents were determined at the University of
Cologne and relative quartz concentrations (Qz) at the University of
Bern using Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy.

The majority of carbonates in the sediments of Lake Ohrid is
endogenous calcite, which is formed predominantly by the
photosynthetically induced formation of calcite crystals in the
epilimnion. The precipitation occurs at warm temperatures, as long
as Ca%* and HCO3 ions are available (Francke et al., 2016; Vogel
et al, 2010). This supply is provided during interglacials by
increased karst flow through the mountains consisting of limestone
east of Lake Ohrid. The source of the increased hydrological pres-
sure is the elevated Lake Prespa on the eastern side of the mountain
range (Wagner et al., 2010).

Palynological investigations were conducted by several in-
vestigators across European laboratories. Deciduous oak pollen
represent the combined percentages of Quercus robur and Quercus
cerris types (Q.dec), which are commonly used as an indicator for
mid-elevation, relatively humid forest across the Mediterranean.
Relative abundances of arboreal pollen excluding Pinus pollen
(AP.Pin) are based on the sum of the total terrestrial pollen
excluding Pinus owing to overrepresentation and potential long-
distance transport of this taxon. In general, pollen abundance de-
creases in glacials (Sadori et al, 2016; Wagner et al., 2019;
Hooghiemstra, 2006).

Additionally, we use datasets with various climate-sensitive
proxies in the European and North Atlantic regions for
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Fig. 1. Overview of data locations used in this study. Schematic atmospheric circulation patterns affecting the Mediterranean are indicated by arrows (after Schemmel et al., 2016).
Dashed line represents influence of Asian Monsoon Systems. North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO) in positive and negative mode influencing the Westerlies and thus heat and moisture
transport towards the Mediterranean (for details see Wanner et al., 2001). Selected sites have met at least one of the following criteria: Possibly covering long time intervals,
sufficient resolution to record half-precession cycles, obvious presence of half-precession cycles and data availability. 1. Lake Ohrid, Albania/North Macedonia; 2. Tenaghi Philippon,
Greece; 3. ODP Site 967, Eastern Mediterranean; 4. Lake Van, Turkey; 5. Dolni Véstonice, Czech Republic; 6. IODP Site U1385 “Shackleton site”, Iberian Margin; 7. NGRIP, Greenland;
8. Synthetic record, Greenland; there is no position given in the synthetic record, we therefore use the center of Greenland for latitude dependent analysis with this record (see
Table 1 for details). Map data are from the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA; Amante and Eakins, 2009).

comparison with the Lake Ohrid records (Table 1; Fig. 1). The wet-
dry index from ODP expedition 967 in the Eastern Mediterranean is
a combination of a sapropel/monsoon run-off proxy yielded by XRF
data and a dust record from the same site. This results in a new
index for changes in relative humidity and aridity in Northwest
Africa (Grant et al., 2017; Larrasoana et al., 2003). The Ca/Ti ratio
measured in cores from the Iberian Margin is a proxy that reflects
relative changes of biogenic carbonate and detrital sediment,
whereas biogenic carbonate is increased during interglacials
(Hodell et al., 2015; Thomson et al., 1999). The Greenland synthetic
temperature record (GLy_syn) is based on the thermal bipolar
seesaw model, which proposes opposite temperature responses in
the two hemispheres (Broecker, 1998; Stocker and Johnsen, 2003).
Temperature changes are estimated using methane-tuned tem-
perature records from Greenland and Antarctica to reconstruct the
Greenland records beyond the present limit (Barker et al., 2011).
The total organic carbon content in Lake Van (L.Van.TOC) is con-
nected to productivity and lake level fluctuations. Both are associ-
ated with glacial-interglacial variability, with increased TOC during
warmer/wetter periods as a result of higher lake levels and
increased productivity (Stockhecke et al., 2014b). For more details
about paleoenvironmental characteristics of the proxies from
Table 1, please see references therein.

Most of the analyzed records spans over more than the last 1 Ma
(Tab. 1). Each dataset has its own time resolution spanning from
0.05 ka in the synthetic temperature record from Greenland
(GLy_syn) to ~2 ka in the pollen records from Lake Ohrid (Q.dec and
AP.Pin). Several utilized methods require equally spaced sampling
in time. This is why we interpolate each dataset to its individual
mean resolution for further analysis. We utilize the age-models

created in the original studies listed in Table 1 (see references
therein for details about methods of age-model construction).

2.2. Time series analysis

For data analyses we use the ‘astrochron’ package for the open-
source software ‘R’ (Meyers et al., 2021; R Core Team, 2021). The R
code is provided as Supplement Material 02.

We perform wavelet analyses according to the method of
Torrence and Compo (1998) and Liu et al. (2007) using a Morlet
mother wavelet. As described above, the datasets are evenly
spaced, each at its individual mean resolution. To emphasize the
focus on the HP signal, our plots cover only the periodicities be-
tween 25 ka to 4 ka.

We apply a Taner bandpass filter (Taner, 1992) to all datasets in
the time domain. Taner filters are well established in the field of
cyclostratigraphy as they are convenient to apply and filter prop-
erties can be adjusted precisely (Zeeden et al., 2018). The roll-off
rate of Taner filters can be set steeply (in our case almost vertical
at the cutoff frequency, Fig. 2), while the shape of e.g. Gaussian
filters allows areas outside the edges of the cutoff frequencies to
pass (Kodama and Hinnov, 2014). Given that the HP signal has a
narrow bandwidth (12—9 ka), it is important for our study that this
is sharply cut from other frequencies. The cutoff frequency of the
used filters is set between 1/13 and 1/8.5. Fig. 2 illustrates the filter
settings using the amplitude spectrum of GR in Lake Ohrid as an
example. This proxy has already proven suitable in previous studies
to characterize orbital cycles (Baumgarten et al., 2015; Ulfers et al.,
2022). Spectra of Lake Ohrid: GR, K, TIC, Q.dec; Eastern Mediter-
ranean, ODP wet-dry index; Lake Van, TOC; Iberian Margin, Ca/Ti



A. Ulfers, C. Zeeden, S. Voigt et al.

Table 1

Quaternary Science Reviews 280 (2022) 107413

Proxy datasets used in this study. The eight proxies highlighted in bold are discussed and displayed in more detail (e.g. Figs. 3 and 4). All other records are shown in the
Supplement Material 01. *This is not a generalization, but valid for the listed site (i.e. in Lake Ohrid GR is a proxy for detrital input). The proxy descriptions are simplified. For

details see the corresponding references.

Site Parameter Abbreviation Proxy for* Age Reference
[ka]
Lake Ohrid Gamma radiation GR Detrital input (high GR = high input) 0 Baumgarten et al.
—1081 (2015)
Ulfers et al. (2022)
Lake Ohrid Uranium concentration U Detrital input (high U = high input. May be biased by organic 0 Ulfers et al. (2022)
matter (TOC) —1081
Lake Ohrid Potassium concentration K Detrital input (high K = high input) 0 Baumgarten et al.
—1081 (2015)
Ulfers et al. (2022)
Lake Ohrid Thorium concentration Th Detrital input (high Th = high input) 0 Ulfers et al. (2022)
—1081
Lake Ohrid Magnetic susceptibility MS Magnetic minerals (may be biased by diagenetic processes 61 Ulfers et al. (2022)
—1081
Lake Ohrid Total inorganic carbon TIC Hydrology (high TIC = high temperature and/or karst runoff) 1 Wagner et al. (2019)
—1364
Lake Ohrid Total organic carbon TOC Biologic productivity and organic matter delivery and burial 1 Wagner et al. (2019)
—1364
Lake Ohrid Relative sedimentary quartz Qz Detrital input (high Qz = high detrital input). 2 Wagner et al. (2019)
—1363
Lake Ohrid Deciduous oak pollen Q.dec Vegetation catchment (indicator for mid-elevation, relatively 0 Wagner et al. (2019)
(Q.dec) humid forest) —1362
Lake Ohrid Arboreal pollen without AP.Pin Vegetation catchment 0 Wagner et al. (2019)
Pinus —1362
Greece - Tenaghi Philippon Arboreal pollen TPhi.AP Vegetation catchment 0 Tzedakis et al.
—1101 (2006)
East. Mediterranean ODP wet-dry index wet-dry Relative humidity and aridity 4 Grant et al. (2017)
- ODP 967 index —3000
Turkey - Lake Van Total organic carbon LVan.TOC Biologic productivity and organic matter delivery and burial 1-264 Stockhecke et al.
(2014a)
Czech Republic - Dolni Magnetic susceptibility DolVes.MS  Aeolian sedimentation and loess deposits 22 Antoine et al. (2013)
Véstonice -126
Atlantic - Iberian Margin ~ Sea surface temperature IbM.SST Temperature 0 Rodrigues et al.
—1017 (2017)
Atlantic - Iberian Margin Ca/Ti IbM.Ca/Ti Detrital input and bioproductivity 0 Hodell et al. (2015)
—1429
Greenland 3'%0 NGRIP.5'80 Temperature 0-120 NGRIP members,
2004
Greenland Synthetic temperature GLy syn Temperature 5-798 Barker et al. (2011)

variability

and Greenland, synthetic temperature, are included in Supple-
mentary Material 03. Even if the HP signal in Fig. 2 does not appear
obvious at first view, there are several peaks above the AR(1) 99%
confidence level in Fig. 2b. Additional information on the detection
of the HP signal and its significance is provided in Supplementary
Material 04, again using the example of GR in Lake Ohrid.

Subsequently we create an envelope for the filtered signal using
the Hilbert transform function. The envelope is then smoothed
using a Taner low-pass filter with a cutoff frequency of 0.0125 (£ 80
ka). This filter will omit high-frequency amplitude components not
related to eccentricity, but capture all eccentricity components
(here the ~100 ka and ~405 ka) to allow a reasonable comparison
with eccentricity as from the calculations of Laskar et al. (2004).

We determine the Pearson correlation coefficients between the
original data and the Taner-filtered signal to provide a quantitative
evaluation of the HP signal in the stratigraphic series. This is con-
ducted using the ‘surrogateCor’ function, which is included in the
‘R’ package ‘astrochron’ (Meyers, 2014; R Core Team, 2021). The
statistical significance of the obtained coefficients is assessed using
1000 Monte Carlo simulations. We use this method for entire re-
cords as well as for intervals of special interest (e.g. the time after
the Mid-Pleistocene Transition). We employ the same approach to
determine the correlation between eccentricity and the filtered
signal from the Hilbert envelope.

To illustrate how the correlation between the original data and

the Taner-filtered signal (and thus the clarity of the HP cycle) evolve
with time, we use the moving window cross-correlation after
Sageman and Hollander (1999). In this method, two stratigraphic
series are compared using a certain window size. In our study we
select a 100-ka-window to display the long-term evolution of the
HP signal.

3. Results
3.1. Wavelet analysis

The results of the wavelet analyses of the eight highlighted re-
cords in Table 1 are given in Fig. 3. A compilation of all examined
records is available in Supplement Material 05. In many records,
clear precession signals (period between 19 and 23 ka; e.g., in
Fig. 3e and g) or high-frequency signals (period <8 ka; e.g., Fig. 3g
and h) are evident. The focus in this study is on the frequency range
of HP (9—12 ka), indicated by the white dashed lines in Fig. 3.

Within the last 1 Ma, the HP signal in the different proxy records
reveals quite different characteristics. In the borehole data (Fig. 3a
and b), we observe that a distinct HP signal is visible more common
in interglacials (e.g. MIS 15, 13, 11, 7). This pattern is even more
evident in the core data from Lake Ohrid (Fig. 3c and d). In partic-
ular in the TIC record, one can observe a direct link of the HP signal
to interglacials and its disappearance in glacials.
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the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.)

The HP signal is also subject to (quasi-periodic) variations in the
ODP wet-dry index (Fig. 3e). Even though the tendency is still to-
wards a connection of HP and interglacials, there are glacials with
clear HP signal as well (e.g. MIS 16 and 12). The TOC data from Lake
Van is the shortest record presented here (Fig. 3f). The HP signal is
most evident in MIS 11, in the transition from MIS 7/6, and MIS 5,
i.e. mostly in interglacials. In the Ca/Ti record from the Iberian
Margin (Fig. 3g) the HP signal is well recognizable, but a clear
assignment to interglacials or glacials is not possible. For example,
the two most prominent maxima are at the transition between MIS
13/12 and MIS 9/8. Pronounced minima are located in glacials (e.g.,
MIS 22, 18, 6), but there are also glacials with a strong HP signal
(e.g., 20,14, 12). In the record from Greenland, a clear connection of
HP to glacial/interglacial variability is not visible. It looks as if the
HP signal is permanently present in the record. However, this also
applies to other periods (outside the range of HP). In particular, the
low-frequency signals (<8 ka) are pronounced. The only slightly
recognizable pattern is a tendency for the HP signal to be stronger
in the interval younger than ~340 ka.

3.2. Correlative estimates

Fig. 4 shows a selection of investigated records from this study.
Examining the original data (black lines), it is apparent that the
amplitude variation of most proxies is increased in interglacials. For
example, Lake Ohrid TIC hardly exhibits any variations during
glacials. Although TIC is showing the common feature of “low-
variability in glacials” particularly prominent, a similar pattern is
present for most parameters, whether downhole-, geochemical-,
pollen- or synthetic data.

Comparing the original data (black lines in Fig. 3) with the
filtered signal (thin red lines), we can observe a similarity of strong
peaks in some time intervals of all proxies. This is especially
prominent during interglacials and in transitions from interglacials
to glacials. A good example is MIS 13 and its transition into MIS 12,
where several cycles with a period of 13—8.5 ka are visible in the
GR, the K, the Q.dec and the Ibm.Ca/Ti (Fig. 4a, b and 4d; Supple-
ment Material 01). Similar observations are made for MIS 7. Even
though individual cycles in the original record are absent (e.g. in TIC
at ~228 ka) or weak (in GR and IbM.Ca/Ti at ~228 ka), this is a good
illustration of sub-Milankovi¢ cycles in interglacials. In some re-
cords, these cyclic patterns proceed into the next glacial as seen for
example in MIS 6 (Q.dec, LVan.TOC, and IbM.Ca/Ti; Fig. 4d, f and
4g).

The relation of eccentricity (Fig. 4i) to the signal of the filtered
HP envelopes (Fig. 4, purple) is more complex and the respective
proxy records have to be examined individually. In some parts, the
amplitudes are in phase or just slightly offset. To give two examples
of such a case, we point out to the Lake Ohrid GR between MIS
15—11, or to the younger section (<530 ka) of the IbM.Ca/Ti (Fig. 4a
and g). Cases with no apparent correlation between eccentricity
and filtered signal can be observed e.g. for Lake Ohrid K between
MIS 11-5 or in wet-dry index between MIS 16—8 (Fig. 4b and e).

In Fig. 4, we qualitatively display some relationships between
HP and orbital cycles. To quantify these relations, we determine the
Pearson correlation coefficients for complete records or for in-
tervals of particular interest (see chapter 2. ‘Material and
Methods’). The Pearson correlation coefficients between the orig-
inal data (black lines in Fig. 4) and the Taner filtered signal (thin red
lines in Fig. 4) for each entire record are listed in Fig. 5. When
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Fig. 3. Wavelet analyses for different proxy signals over the last 1 Ma. Marine isotope stages are indicated in red (interglacials) and blue (glacials) numbered above/below age axes.
Reddish background color highlights interglacials. In all spectra high power is indicated by red color, while low power is blue. The period ranges from ~4 to 24 ka, thus even contains
the precession signals. The interval of HP (9—12 ka) is located between the dashed white lines. Especially in core data from Lake Ohrid (c and d), the HP signal is stronger in
interglacials compared to glacials. In the record from Greenland (h) no connectivity of the HP signal at a certain age is recognizable. All other records exhibit, at least partially, a
relationship between HP and interglacials. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.)
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Fig. 4. Eight of the investigated records (GR, K, TIC, Q.dec, wet-dry index, L.Van.TOC, Ibm.Ca/Ti, GL; syn and obliquity, eccentricity) with original data (black), the signal after
applying the bandpass filter (thin red line) and its envelope (thick red line). The purple line represents the lowpass-filtered envelope which omits high-frequency amplitude
components not related to eccentricity (detailed information on filter settings in chapter 2. ‘Material and Methods'). At the top are obliquity and eccentricity from Laskar et al.
(2004). Abbreviations of proxies as in Table 1. Y-axes are for original data only. We do not show axes for the filtered signals to avoid unambiguity. Background color is red for
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Supplement Material 06. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.)
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examining the correlation coefficients, the fact that low variability
is present in glacials needs to be considered. Generally, signals from
glacials, where we usually see a lower correlation, drag down the
overall correlation values. However, even if these values are
generally low, they are of statistical relevance (p-value is constantly
<0.01). This is also confirmed for the shorter records: Loess from
Dolni Véstonice (126—22 ka), 8!80 from Greenland ice (120—0 ka),
and TOC from the Lake Van record (264—1 ka; see Table 1 for
details).

The records from the south (TOC from Lake Van, wet-dry index
from ODP site 967) tend to have higher correlation values (Fig. 5)
than those from the north (880 and synthetic records from
Greenland). In between are the records from the Iberian Margin,
from the Tenaghi Philippon in Greece and most of the records from
Lake Ohrid. The correlation coefficients of the different proxies
from Lake Ohrid show a wide spread. The maximum value is 0.26
for one of the pollen records (Q.dec; which is at the same time the
highest value of all long term (>1 Ma) records). The lowest corre-
lation coefficient of 0.17 is reached in the TIC record (here we have
to consider the effect of “low-variability in glacials” described
above). The average value for all records of Lake Ohrid results in a
correlation coefficient of 0.20 + 0.03.

The highest correlation (Lake Van, TOC) occurs in a relatively
short and young record. This is (at least partly) due to the effect of
older parts of the long records generally showing little relation
between the original record (black lines in Fig. 4) and the filtered
signal (thin red lines in Fig. 4), which lowers their mean correlation
coefficient values. To test this variability over time, we determine
the correlation coefficients for the time range from 621 ka until
recent and for the range from 243 ka until recent. The trend of low
values in the north and higher values in the south persists, but the
overall correlation coefficients are higher, the younger the time
interval. For details see Supplement Material 07.

L.Van.TOC [0.26 -
L.Ohrid - Q.dec [0.26 .
wet-dry index [0.26 B ]
IbM.Ca/Ti 026 TN
IbM.SST 024 TN
TPhi.AP [0.22 .
L.Ohrid - U [0.21 |
L.Ohrid - TOC [0.21 |
L.Ohrid -Th [0.21 -
L.Ohrid -K 020 TN
DolVes.MS o020 T
L.Ohrid - AP.Pin  [0.20 TN
NGRIP.6180 019 TN
L.Ohrid - Qz [0.18 |
GLT_syn 0.18 TN

L.Ohrid - GR [0.17

L.Ohrid - MS 017 TN

L.Ohrid -TIC 0.7 TN

T T N 1
0 ) .03
Correlation coefficient

Fig. 5. Correlation coefficients between the original record (black line in Fig. 4) and the
bandpassed signal (thin red line in Fig. 4). This table includes all of the investigated
data of this study. It has to be taken into account, that three records are significantly
shorter (DolVes.MS = 126—22 ka), NGRIP.0180 = 120—0 ka), and L.Van.TOC = 264—1
ka). All other records cover more than 800 ka. Note that all correlations are significant
at >99% confidence. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend,
the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.)
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3.3. Moving window correlation

Further investigations on the time dependency of the correla-
tion coefficients are possible using the moving window correlation
as by Sageman et al. (1999); see chapter 2. ‘Material and Methods'.
Fig. 6 shows the temporal development of correlation coefficients
between original data and the filtered signal (black and thin red
line in Fig. 4) of selected proxy records. Overall, the values vary
between ~0—0.6 with negligible exceptions of negative correlation
(e.g., IbM.Ca/Ti at 232 ka or Q.dec between 885 ka and 845 Kka,
Fig. 6g and d).

Correlation coefficients are generally higher in the younger part
of the records (Fig. 6). Linear fits through the respective running
correlation coefficients illustrate this increase. The clarity of the HP
signal increases towards the younger parts. The only exception is
the record from Lake Van, which is too short for statements about
the long-term evolution of the coefficients (Fig. 6f). Despite this
divergence of the Lake Van data to the other records, it follows a
trend described in the subsequent paragraph.

To some extent, the moving window correlations follow the
405-ka-eccentricity cycle (E405). Although it may be overprinted by
effects of the glacial-interglacial variability, we see several simi-
larities between the E4g5 and the pattern of correlation coefficients
(Fig. 6) which are high between 600 and 500 ka, and around 200 ka.
A good contrary example is MIS 11 where the minimum in E4gs5
coincides with minima in correlation coefficients in all shown re-
cords. The maximum of E49s around MIS 8—6 is reflected in the
correlation coefficients of most proxies. Even in glacials, high values
in the correlation coefficients are reached (e.g., MIS 8 in the records
from Lake Ohrid or MIS 6 in the wet-dry-index from ODP 967 and
the Ca/Ti record from the Iberian Margin; Fig. 6a, e and 6g). To some
extent this is also true for the older E495 maximum (see maximum
in MIS 15—13 in GR or Q.dec; Fig. 6a and d), but a clear response is
not apparent in this part of the records.

We see a stronger connection of HP to the long-term eccentricity
during the last ~621 ka, therefore we focus on this time interval for
further investigations on the ~100-ka-eccentricity cycle (E1gg). We
correlate eccentricity to the smoothed envelope derived from the
HP signal (purple lines in Fig. 4). The crossplots in Fig. 7 show a
wide range of correlation coefficients (r from 0 to 0.74). We notice
that the correlation values are highest for the parameters measured
on the sediment core of Lake Ohrid (Fig. 7c and d). For most other
proxies a clear relationship, and thus the role of E1gp onto HP, is
ambiguous. As described in chapter 2.2 ‘Time series analysis’, we
use low-pass filter to assess eccentricity components of the HP
amplitude. While a specific eccentricity filter may give clearer re-
sults, the applied approach tests if the long term components of the
HP amplitude match eccentricity, or if these are influenced by other
effects. It should be noted that low correlations do not necessarily
mean that there is no relationship between E1gg and the smoothed
HP envelopes. A delayed response of the HP signal to Eqgg is not
traceable with this method. For instance, the R-value in the Ca/Ti
dataset is O (Fig. 7g). Nevertheless, in Fig. 4g we see that the HP
envelope (purple line) and the eccentricity (Fig. 4i) are nearly
parallel during the last ~500 ka. A systematic offset of ~20 ka is
enough to cause this decrease of the correlation value.

We also examined the records for a correlation between obliq-
uity and the envelope of the HP signal (thick red lines and obliquity
in Fig. 4. An unambiguous correlation could not be found for any
record (see Supplement Material 08).
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4. Discussion
4.1. Detection of the half-precession signal

We use several different methods to characterize the HP signal
and its intensity through time. In this regard, all methods have their
advantages and challenges, and it is also necessary to consider the
different properties of the records.

Power/amplitude spectra are a common tool in cyclo-
stratigraphy. In case orbital cycles are prominently present in a
record, they can be recognized rapidly and clearly (Fig. 2; Supple-
ment Material 03). However, amplitude spectra usually represent
the complete record and thus also parts where HP is weak and/or
superimposed by other frequencies. For this reason, it is possible to
get the impression of there being no HP in a record, even though
the HP signal is significant in certain time intervals (Supplement
Material 04).

Wavelet analysis is an effective method in cyclostratigraphy to
assess the variation of signal intensity through depth or time. We
can observe the evolution of the HP throughout a record and pro-
vide evidence for the occurrence of HP at certain intervals (Fig. 3;
Supplement Material 05). An example is the TIC content in Lake
Ohrid, where HP is mostly linked to interglacials (Fig. 3c). Wavelet
analysis is challenging to interpret when other frequencies super-
impose the HP, especially in records with a prominent contribution
of high-frequency signals. The synthetic temperature record from
Greenland is an example for this feature (Fig. 3h). Overall, this
method is suitable for characterizing the occurrence of HP at spe-
cific intervals within a record, but straightforward quantification
and comparison between different records is challenging.

Therefore, we apply an approach with correlation between
original data and filtered data (see chapter 2.2 ‘Time series anal-
ysis’). With this method we can examine a complete record or
certain parts of it and obtain one correlation coefficient value for
each record (or parts of it). This facilitates comparison with records
from other regions (Fig. 5; Supplement Material 07). The moving
window correlation after Sageman and Hollander (1999) enables
(like the wavelet analysis) the characterization of the HP signal over
time. The size of the window should be selected properly; a small
window leads to high fluctuations of the correlation coefficients
over time, a too large one can lead to smoothing of the coefficients
over a longer period of time.

4.2. Characteristics of half-precession in paleoenvironmental
records

In many climate records, interglacials have a complex structure
with multiple peaks and troughs in proxy values representing
variable climate conditions (e.g. Lang and Wolff, 2011; Railsback
et al.,, 2015). An example is the LRO4 stack of marine benthic oxy-
gen isotopes (Lisiecki and Raymo, 2005), where several interglacials
are separated into substages (e.g. MIS 7a-e, MIS 5a-e). Albeit in
these particular cases the subdivision is strongly related to pre-
cession, this example shows that proxy signal variations tend to be
stronger in interglacials compared to glacials. Similar observations
have been made in a lacustrine record from Lake Baikal, where
interglacials can be interrupted by short cold periods (Prokopenko
et al., 2006). Any proxy should be evaluated individually for its
suitability to assess HP signals. Most proxies record the HP signal
more accurately in interglacials, but we can distinguish them from
proxies that are also capable to record HP in glacials. Even if we
group these proxies, the transitions between these groups are
smooth.
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4.2.1. Interglacial-sensitive proxies

In general, the HP signal in all records examined in this study is
more pronounced in interglacials than in glacials. However, there
are some cases where the difference between the quality of HP in
interglacials is particulary increased compared to glacials.

In our study, the most exceptional case of interglacial sensitivity
is the TIC-content in Lake Ohrid (Figs. 3c and 4c). TIC is highly
climate sensitive and reflects hydrologic variability. Its amount in
Lake Ohrid's sediments is influenced by various factors such as
authigenic formation of calcite in the sediments, as well karst
runoff triggered by warm conditions (Francke et al., 2016; Wagner
et al.,, 2010, 2019; Vogel et al., 2010).

Also pollen records commonly display the feature of low-
variability in glacials, even if not as pronounced as in TIC (e.g.
Fig. 4d). This is because certain plant species are completely absent
in strong glacials (Wagner et al., 2019; Sadori et al., 2016; Tzedakis
et al., 2006).

4.2.2. Proxies capable of recording HP in glacials

The low-variability in glacials is a general property within many
climate sensitive proxies, and may complicate analyses of HP. To
address this feature, it is necessary to use proxies that are related to
amplitude variations also during glacial conditions. In context of
Lake Ohrid, this is especially valid for the relative amount of quartz
(Qz in Supplement Material 01) and K-concentrations (Fig. 4b). Both
are indicators of detrital input (Wagner et al., 2019; Francke et al.,
2016).

The wet-dry index introduced by Grant et al. (2017) is based on a
sapropel/monsoon index and a dust record (Larrasoana et al.,
2003). This approach is advantageous because the record shows
amplitude variations in warm and cold periods, while the vari-
ability of other records tend to not encompass both glacials and
interglacials equally. Since the index is sensitive to monsoon runoff,
it has a stronger connection to low latitude regions than the other
examined records.

Hodell et al. (2013) described sub-Milankovi¢ cycles in a power
spectrum as harmonics of the precession cycle in the Ca/Ti record.
However, their study did not focus further on periods shorter than
precession. Our focus on the bandwidth between 1/13—1/8.5 fa-
cilitates a more detailed investigation of HP in the Ca/Ti record.

4.3. Temporal occurrence of half-precession

The time scale quality of a record can have a relevant impact on
the detectability of HP cycles. When time scales are not accurate, HP
cycles may appear longer or shorter, and fall out of our filter win-
dow. We assume that the used age datasets are robust and that
uncertainties in the age-depth calculations do notaffect our overall
results. In addition, we address this issue setting the Taner band-
pass filters from 8.5 to 13 ka, allowing for imperfect time scales
with some distortion, and longer than the actual length of HP cycles
(9.5—11.5 ka; Berger et al., 1997). This ensures that the HP signal is
detected despite small errors in the time scales.

We observe that the HP signal is generally stronger in in-
terglacials than in glacials. This may be due to the different re-
sponses of the proxies to environmental changes, and not an actual
weakening of the HP signal in glacial periods (see chapter 4.2
Characteristics of half-precession in paleoenvironmental records’),
or an increased HP influence on climate systems during in-
terglacials. HP cycles are very distinctive in some interglacial re-
cords. Examples are MIS 7 and MIS 13 in most records of Lake Ohrid
(Fig. 4a, b and 4c; Supplement Material 04), MIS 5 of the wet-dry
index from the Eastern Mediterranean (Fig. 4e) and pollen from
Lake Ohrid (Fig. 4d). However, depending on the selection of a
proxy and its sensitivity to environmental changes, we occasionally



A. Ulfers, C. Zeeden, S. Voigt et al.
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Fig. 8. Correlation coefficients as proxy for the relative contribution and clarity of the HP signal at the investigated sites in different time intervals (a—d). Lake Ohrid data is bold.
Values marked with asterisks (*) are from data sets that are shorter than the time interval specified in the respective title (see Table 1 for exact time span of individual records).
Average values (9) and standard deviations are from sites where multiple datasets are available (two records from the Iberian Margin and ten from Lake Ohrid). Note that the
correlation values generally increase towards the younger intervals (from a-d; as the linear trends in Fig. 6).

recognize HP in glacials. Examples are MIS 12 in the Ca/Ti from the
Iberian Margin (Fig. 4g) or MIS 16 and MIS 12 in the wet-dry index
from the Eastern Mediterranean (Fig. 4e).

In addition to the variability of the HP signal between in-
terglacials and glacials, we see a consistent trend of increasing HP
signal towards the recent (Fig. 6). A possible explanation for this
trend is the change from the 40-ka to the 100-ka world during the
Mid-Pleistocene Transition (MPT; Shackleton and Opdyke, 1976).
Since precession is modulated by eccentricity, a similar effect may
be expected for the HP signal. This idea is supported by the pres-
ence of a positive correlation between HP and eccentricity (Figs. 6
and 7) in the younger part (<621 ka) of the investigated records,
but the absence of such a relation between HP and obliquity
(Supplement Material 08).

If assuming a relation of HP to eccentricity, one may expect a
weaker expression of HP in an obliquity dominated world. Such
conditions prevailed before and partly during the MPT ~1.25 to 0.7
million years ago (Pisias and Moore, 1981; Clark et al., 2006;
Mudelsee and Schulz, 1997). The length of most examined records
in this study does not allow assessment of HP before MPT. In the
records from Lake Ohrid, the MPT is partly covered and we see an
increase of HP intensity during and after the MPT. After MIS 16, the
HP signal is more prominent and follows partly the E4o5 cycle while
before MIS 16 (in the younger part of the MPT) the clarity of the HP

1

signal vanishes (Fig. 6). Therefore, the HP signal in Lake Ohrid ap-
pears to be not only affected by glacial or interglacial conditions,
but also by orbital eccentricity and specifically the E495 cycle.

4.4. Spatial occurrence of half-precession around Europe

The correlation coefficients between the paleoclimate proxy
datasets and HP filters listed in Fig. 5 are an indicator of the clarity
of HP signal in each record. Fig. 8a shows those values on a map of
Europe and the North Atlantic. In shorter and younger time in-
tervals, this relation persists and the gradient between the regions
even increases (Fig. 8a—d and Fig. 9a—d). The r-values in Greenland
remain almost equally low while values in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean increase clearly from 0.26 to 0.41. The records from the Iberian
Margin and Lake Ohrid (which are - from a spatial point of view -
between the Eastern Mediterranean and Greenland), show inter-
mediate changes in the clarity of the HP signal over time. Thus, we
observe a trend of stronger HP signal in data from the southeast to
weaker HP signal in the northwest. Fig. 9 illustrates this relation-
ship with respect to latitude for four time intervals. The pattern of
higher correlation coefficients in the south - and thus higher clarity
of HP - is even stronger in the younger part of the records (Fig. 9d).

In Figs. 8 and 9, we use an average r-value for all sites with
multiple datasets (two datasets on the Iberian Margin, ten datasets
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Fig. 9. Correlation coefficients between original data (black lines in Fig. 4) and bandpassed signals (thin red line in Fig. 4) as proxy for the clarity of HP cycles against latitude for the
investigated sites. Time intervals as in Fig. 8. Uncertainty estimated as explained in Supplement Material 09. We use the average standard deviation for sites where multiple datasets
are available (two records from the Iberian Margin and ten from Lake Ohrid). Dashed line is a linear fit with slope values given in each subplot (a—d). The relationship between
latitude and clarity of HP (here correlation) is changing through time. The difference in HP clarity between the Mediterranean region and Greenland is increasing through time from
a) longest time interval to d) youngest interval. Also note that data marked with asterisks (*) are from records that are shorter than the time interval specified in the respective title
(see Table 1 for exact time span of individual records). 1. Lake Ohrid, Albania/North Macedonia; 2. Tenaghi Philippon, Greece; 3. ODP Site 967, Eastern Mediterranean; 4. Lake Van,
Turkey; 5. Dolni Véstonice, Czech Republic; 6. IODP Site U1385 “Shackleton site”, Iberian Margin; 7. NGRIP, Greenland; 8. Synthetic record, Greenland (see Table 1 for proxy details
and Fig. 1 for location on the map). (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the Web version of this article.)

in Lake Ohrid). Especially in records from Lake Ohrid, the range in r
from 0.17 to 0.26 is relatively wide (Fig. 5). Despite this range we see
an increase of average values towards the recent (Fig. 9).

Several studies demonstrated HP cycles in low latitude records
(e.g. Hagelberg et al., 1994; Trauth et al., 2003). The HP signal is
expected to be strongest in equatorial regions where the twice-
yearly passage of the sun over the equator creates a precession
harmonic at 10—12 cycles/ka (Hagelberg et al., 1994; Short et al.,
1991). HP from a lacustrine record in East Africa illustrates the
connection of HP cyclicity to the monsoonal system (Verschuren
et al., 2009). The previous findings that HP is a mainly tropical
signal is in agreement with our investigations. The closer a record is
to the influence area of a monsoon system, the stronger is the HP
signal. In our study, this is most evident in the ODP 967 (Grant et al.,
2017) and Lake Ohrid records (Wagner et al., 2019). Towards higher
latitudes the HP signal decreases gradually, but weak signals are
still found in records from Greenland. High and low latitudes in the
North Atlantic appear decoupled prior to the initiation of Northern
Hemisphere glaciation, but strongly coupled thereafter (deMenocal
et al., 1993; Hagelberg et al., 1994).
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When comparing different data from different regions, several
aspects like the catchment areas or regional environmental
changes need to be considered. As an example, we examine the
records from Lake Ohrid and the ODP 967 core from the eastern
Mediterranean (Grant et al., 2017). Although both are basically a
two component system (Lake Ohrid: non calcareous clay/calcar-
eous clay (Francke et al., 2016); ODP 967: detrital input/sapropels
(Grant et al., 2017), they differ by the extent of their catchment area.
Local geological influences like tectonic movement in the catch-
ment area of Lake Ohrid may affect the recording of climate signals.
In comparison, the ODP core with its catchment of large parts of
Africa will not be as sensitive to such small-scale events. However,
in lake environments we often observe high sedimentation rates
and thus, a good temporal resolution, which in turn is advanta-
geous for the preservation of (Sub-)Milankovi¢ cycles. The same
holds for terrestrial records like the loess record from Czech Re-
public (Supplement Material 01; Antoine et al., 2013; Fuchs et al.,
2013). Due to better resolution, the HP signal is preserved very
well in certain short time intervals (e.g. early MIS 5), but such re-
cords cover only a short time interval (e.g., 126—22 ka). Marine
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records are often more constant regarding preservation of changes
in environmental conditions over long time periods, but often have
lower sedimentation rates. All of this needs to be considered when
analyzing records in terms of short orbital cycles (and other high-
frequency signals). Not only the type of proxy is relevant for the
preservation of HP, but also the regional environmental conditions
of the location from which the record originates.

4.5. Implications for the origin of half-precession in the studied
region

Until now HP is poorly understood and only described in single
records. Heinrich (1988) demonstrated the existence of an 11 + 1 ka
cycle based on the occurrence of ice rafted debris in marine sedi-
ments of the North Atlantic, as increased ice runoff occurred during
solar radiation maxima/minima. Also Hinnov et al. (2002) proved
the occurrence of HP in high latitudes and suggested a link to
Dansgaard-Oeschger events. On the other hand, there are consid-
erably more studies describing the origin of HP in equatorial re-
gions as a result of the two insolation maxima per precession cycle
(e.g. Berger et al., 1997; Laepple and Lohmann, 2009; Trauth et al.,
2003). Here, we analyze HP in a suite of records in order to better
understand its spatial occurrence allowing to discuss its climatic
origin.

We observe a clear gradient in the intensity of HP in European
and North Atlantic regions. The signal is clearest in the southeast,
and may be influenced by the Asian and/or African monsoonal
systems. However, the HP signal (even if significantly weaker) in
the high latitudes like Greenland cannot be directly affected by the
low latitude monsoon systems. Sun and Huang (2006) and also
Turney et al. (2004) demonstrated that information about HP can
be transferred from low to high latitudes. We suggest that when
information (about HP) propagates via atmospheric and/or oceanic
teleconnections, more of the information dissipates as the distance
from the source of the HP signal increases. Additionally, other
(orbital) signals may overprint the HP signal in high latitudes (e.g.
Short et al.,, 1991; Hodell et al., 2013).

Alternatively, the HP signal in high latitudes may have a
different mechanistic origin from the HP in low latitudes. In low
latitudes the HP is a predominantly interglacial feature, possibly
because the high precession amplitude during high eccentricity
transports signals from one hemisphere over the equator to the
other hemisphere. Contrary, in Greenland HP occurs regardless of
variability between glacials and interglacials, albeit at comparably
weak levels.

In Figs. 8 and 9, we demonstrate that the clarity of HP signal is
stronger in the southern records and is generally increasing to-
wards the recent. Our results suggest that the HP signal originates
in the south and that this pattern is partially transported to high
latitudes. We illustrate that despite a pronounced increase of the
HP in the south, it is only weakly transported to the high latitudes
of the Greenland records.

Assuming that the main source of the HP signal is in equatorial
regions and that HP signals in high-latitude records must be
transmitted from there, we see the potential of HP as an indicator
for the connectivity between low- and high-latitude climate sys-
tems over time, at least in the European/North Atlantic region.

In this context our analysis shows strongest HP and connectivity
of the Iberian Margin to the tropics during interglacials and espe-
cially in the high-eccentricity (high precession amplitude) interval
of MIS 7 (Fig. 6). Contrary, little HP is transmitted to the Mediter-
ranean region during the glacials, though the strongest HP signals
occur in the eastern Mediterranean, where the signal is carried via
the Nile River.

Kaboth-Bahr et al. (2018) suggest that the monsoonal influence
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on the water density structure in the Mediterranean affects the
variability of the Mediterranean Outflow Water (MOW), which
effectively transmits a low-latitude orbital pacing to the East
Atlantic off Iberia and via atmospheric moisture transport to the
European continent. In the late Quaternary, low precession ampli-
tudes led to less severe dry phases in North Africa and thus less
prominent peaks in MOW strength. If we consider the MOW as a
transport mechanism for the HP signal, this is in agreement with
the low HP signature in the low precession amplitude phases
during MIS 14 and 11 in the Iberian Margin record (Fig. 6g). In
contrast there was a phase with high MOW production caused by
particularly pronounced aridity phases during MIS 6 within the
E4poo-maximum (Kaboth-Bahr et al., 2018; Trauth et al., 2009).
Again, we can see a connection of the HP records from the Medi-
terranean to the Iberian Margin as the increased MOW probably
transferred the HP signal during MIS 6 (Fig. 6e and g). This implies
an astronomically forced shift of climate systems over the Medi-
terranean region. One prominent driver is the Nile discharge, which
modulates the Mediterranean circulation and even influences the
outflow of the Mediterranean Sea into the Atlantic Ocean.

5. Conclusions

The good temporal resolution and the continuity of the records
in Lake Ohrid provide excellent prerequisites for cyclostratigraphic
studies. In a suite of sedimentary proxies, there is recurrent evi-
dence of HP cycles from the Mid-Pleistocene to the recent. The
expression of HP cycles is generally stronger in the younger parts of
the data (<MIS 16) and during interglacials. The latter may partly
result from the natural behavior of proxies.

In several records from Lake Ohrid, a relationship between HP
and eccentricity cycles exists. Even a connection to the long term
405-ka-eccentricity cycle is apparent after the Mid-Pleistocene
Transition. However, a correlation between the HP envelope and
obliquity is absent. We interpret this as a relation of HP and pre-
cession and its amplitude.

HP is present in all examined datasets between Greenland and
the Eastern Mediterranean, although the proxies are dominated by
different climate systems. The reasons for the appearance of the HP
signal in different records may be diverse, but we see a distinct
trend from weaker HP signals in the North Atlantic to a stronger
signature in the Eastern Mediterranean region. The clarity of the HP
signal between the Atlantic and the Mediterranean appears to be
gradual, as are the transitions between the causative climate sys-
tems. We suggest that the equatorial HP signal is transported
northward via different modes. Besides Nile water discharge and
Mediterranean Outflow Water, the connected Monsoon systems are
one major driver in this process. The sediment succession from
Lake Ohrid appears to be a link between the high and low latitudes
climate systems; Wagner et al. (2019) describe a connection to the
African monsoon. We identify a similar influence of low latitudes
on Lake Ohrid expressed as the distinctness of the HP signal in the
records.

HP is a relevant part of natural climate variability - also in
Europe especially in interglacials. Its probable origin in low lati-
tudes and the possible transmission of the HP signal to high lati-
tudes gives HP the potential to be an indicator for the
interconnectivity of paleoclimate systems.
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