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Natural History Awards

Un 16' November a 0 sh Brawn
Award (a magnilicenrt silver fal
con) was presented to nun pf Ahn
Dhabi's mesi active aiivironmau-
ta lists Gayatri Raghwa, who
teaches ai the Indian School and
who has inspired thousands ol
school children.

This year’s, winner of the Sheika
Mubarak Award s Moaz Sawaf, a
tireless servant of Ihe Arabian
Leopard Trust who has traversed
mo  si of the mountains i n  the UAE,
getting to know and inilucncing
the thinking of countless local
people. Ho has col. acted an enor
mous amount of Information about
tha wildlife of the mountains. par
ticularly of  the larger mammals
and has transformer! the altitudes
of former hunters or people whose
normal reaction to a leopard or a
carecal would have been Io  kil' it.

Members’ News
Honourable mention is in order for
Ann*  Marra Bui, our former
Membership Secretary, who (art
i h e  fihse nf the Second Millen
nium) holds the informal reconi for
DNHG field trip attendance. Over
the years Anne Marie has trudged
armpit deep through mangroves,
braved flooded wadis and poison
ous vipers, climbed steep cfllls
and .snrnfceJIed neefs find rocky
Islands, an tn the oaroe of a day in
the f ie'd and e better Appreciation
of  the wildlife a 'id oriviiuiirnont of
the L1AE.

Several members have been real
newsmakers recently. Gulf News
featured a very aloe article on the
ALT'S naw remole-ciparfitBci cam
era. Sot up by Robert Llewellyn-
Smrtti near permanent watertwles
in Uic Ru'us AI-JibaL So far it ties
captured some excellent shots of
the bushy-tailed Blanford's fox.
itself only recognized in the UAE
in 1&05. Barbara Couldrey has
be oil along to help pick up film,
but the route in is known to be
dauiitirrg.

Also. Dr Reza Khan appeared In
Khalaej Times, beaming like a
proud failiei Bud holding Dubai
Zco's newlY’bom pigmy hippo.
The pigmy hippo is  an endan
gered species native to tropical
West Africa. The mother was ear
lier obtained by Dubai Zoo from
Saudi Arabia.

Mike and J i l l  Oatea hosted a
Christmas visit by fi itrrds from
Oman, including committee mem*
bars of  tha Oman Historical Soci
ety (the local natural history
group) and kindly a r ranged to put
thorn irt touch with DNHG Com
mittee members. Report i?y Dr Rfonsrd Hornby

This month's
Contributors
The Editor would like to thank
the following for their reports:

Gary Foul nor
Stephen Green
Caiola Harris
Dr Richard Hem by
Dr Merijcka Jong bleed

Shaipmtn Gary Feulner has
■na.de save i St r scent attempts St
olacKliglrting tor  scorpions along
rhe mountnin front, twit wiihnut
success. Gary blames 1 ho scorpi
ons for not being there, as he has
successfully delected occasional
pieces ot scorpion exoskeletons,
which fluoresoB under LfV light.
Are scorpion oopulatlons sulfering
(or individuals aestivating) dua tn
1110 OOntiiluir'y drought? '

Find out more about our
rtflxt speaker Horst Kauch
on Page 4



Field Trips and News...
cent with the p’iginfil rjrni.p (with
the use o J rnobite phones). Donna
will establish a designated camp
site.

There is .much to see and explore
in the Eras. Birding, shelling
oeachGombing ard  rock climbing.
There is also a possibility of snor
kelling in Jtnee deep wste p . The
nights are so cfear that the Milo/
Way seems hf. though it will float
down to the ground beneath.
There are interesting landscapes
and ljulds of quai LdihC gyOSUIll.
Donna has found whg.etjoraa, du
gongs, porpoise, skul.s etc on lhe
beach. But in October 98 there
■was strung evidence of Impending
development The weekend will
be wiiat you make of i; h adventur
ous, or  restful and relaxing. in a
tn.il/ wild area, a rarity these days.

Gon fact Donna S l i rcn  on 3478926
far further cemls.

Inter-Emirates Week
end
9 - 10 March

Each year in March the Ihree
Natural History Groups of  UAE: At
Air-, Abu Dhabi and Dubai get to-
gellier far an interesting yet social
wee<and. This is a chance to
meet people from other groups, re
acquaint with dd friends and learn
something new about a epecnc
area. The event is organised an
nually by one Of the groups in rota-
don. in 1990 wa rad  a woncerful
(under canvas) experience cn Al
Fijmiai Island where gazelle, dhub
and dolphins were seen. This fol
lowed the 1S98 event organised by
Al Ain introducing us 10 1he work
that has been done mapping and
recording tho ecology of Jebel
—Isfit and tr.e 1997 event organ
ised by Du sal group based in Ras
Al Khaimah with groups going 10
Slrlyat Island, Shim al end other
archeeDlagjcal sites. The millen
nium Inte'-Emiretefl will ha hosted
by our group in Fujairah where en
thusiastic East Graaf residents wi I
join us. We hope Fujairah \Vlll be

inspired to ne operating a fourth
NHG soon as a resuit of this Week
end-

Details for the weekend arc still
oelng worked out,, however we are
□leased tu announce that WO will
□e hgged at the = ujai'reh Hilton,
wilh events beginning nt 2pm on
Tnursday 9 March tor :hOS9 1OftU-
nale to nave a two day weekend.
T ne hotel is block booking a num
ber of rooms for the event nn e
nrst CDine final sarvud basis and
you are encouraged to book early
or take the chance if having to
use S-IJI Hotel (5 mirutea sway) or
:eke e camping dpt  Oil.

On Thursday we have some trips
far you io join, end in lhe evorlng
Minnie Van der 'A1 eg will he our
guest speaker on "Fujairah In the
Past", f/lnnle is an Honorary
rr ember of  DNHG a id well knov/n
toi the pioneering work she has
done in previcing health care to
East Coast ladies fcr over 30
yeera. There will also bo an enter-
lain frig quiz with prizes after -din
ner. On Friday we have optional
tripe which will see groups heading
Off In different direntfrir.s either for
h relaxing beach day snorkelling
and shell collecting, or  an eiicr-
get'c tiike, ai d ideological rumina
tions or muddy encojniers with
mangroves... In fat !  "something
for everyone'.

This will be a popular event and
we encourage you to book early
with tho hotel. Fjr iher details will
be given at meetings and in the
next Gazelle.

Hotel rales are
D o u b l e  o c c u p a n c y  D 11390
(children beds can be added! inc.
full breakfast
Single occupancy DhSSO (twin
rooms SO sharing j j  an  optiwi} inc.
full breakfast
Evening buffet Dh65
Children's menu Dh30
Packed lunch boxes DI135 (Inc.
solt drinks}

Tel: niton Hotel 0&-2222411 Lu
mo' e your reserve lions

------------- n

Field Trips
Fossil Hunting
Friday 11 February

Valerie Chalmers will lead th Is f o l d
trip, visiting 2 Sites. Meet at Sam
at the Hi ton cnwereri car park ,

Please cortacl her fcr fulner de-
IfuK Tai: 3494816

From Dibbatoths
Musa nd am Peninsula
By Dhow
Friday 18 February

The ma: for this unusual day out
will bo Dhs 125 per person. It Is
essential fast payment is made at
the next incut  ng on It ti Bin Febru
ary 2000, Bring your own feed and
drinks for the day.

Plessa contact Peter van Amster
dam on <150-6425077 io cunftrm
your plac&S.

Mountain Hiking
Friday 25 February

This hike Is rescheduled from ' 0
Dec 1999. Helen Emery will lead a
hike to Jebel Du Fa'aj. 4 wheel
drive is necessary.

Please contact Helsn nr 35941 5
or Mary BeardwMd 3422546

To the Western Region
of Abu Dhabi
24, 25, 26 February
with Donna Simon

This trip can oe split up for those
working on Thursday Ct Saturday,
but IS not suitable far h day trip be
cause of  the 4!4 hour one way
drive. For those arriving o r  Friday
it would Ejh better to arrange one
leaving time for ell from Dubai, to
give quality time there arid to COV



recorders "page
— MAMMAL—
— REPORT— They are about 1 2 ot.s apart, with

d distance uf  35-53 tris between
eveiy se: Of pr -itj. T ne pr nts e-e
not qu.te h Hue, and ere slightly
deeper than nearby gerbil prints,
sllghty ess dees than hare prirts
in t'ie same area. When I f fsl saw
them L thought of a beby nare, but
Lie Irack is nol i ing ike that of  toe
adult hare. The only animal I knnv/
teat moves SttoUl Ch two legs,
□part Tom birds, is the gerbne.
Th  a size would j h  utxjct i iyhl, but
gerboa prints are side by side. In
a few places the prints were closer
together, especally whan tne ani
mal was foraging around a salt
bush. If sf iynrs has any idea what
this coulc be, I would oe most in
terested. I'll take a picture and
bring l: to the ner meeting.

Duh.i i Na Lura]
History G r o u p
Recontcn:

fltease serto yuur Atfarriiwar mpuris
to iWft.'Vj'c/te Jcwbtoed

Ths laat month e. d* 1990 providec
us with two very special mam ma;
rennrdR. 0rr  v/hr fray some mili
tary men tram a cam.p near Swcy-
han. Moaz Sswaf. the AL - f.eld
wurkar v/ent cd check out the i u -
port that one or  mere caracals bad
bean spotted there. He found
droppings and tracks that were un
doubtedly caracal. One of lhe 1! rst
caraca recordings in the UA.E wss
trc.r- l/iis ares, in lUiiU {Harrison 6
Bates, 1991). Usually csrecals are
found In lh& hills and moLntams of
rhe mgirri } espEcially the Hajar
ur:d the Musandarn mountains. It
Is e-icojraying to know ibst w i h
tne sinct enfix cur-.ur t of anti-
homing lavs in Abu □hpbi err, irate,
this wonderful cat nay be emend
ing its range again.

F ut iks - Dj ELiall

Arczui ju u y — R u b u j l  Luv-jh.vc

rr.n M V I H U >

I nv>ftl.w»:f<ijier.iirn.-3«x.riu ;. au

E-fiL - Run Tu>.
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1 1 i x l  i i  i t  lI/cu i i r j . l rx . r iu l  .ae

SujjLliLJs - Sul<.y t'O-rt’-Ci'
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Plant Adaptations: An
observation on tamarix
in the sabkha.

i l s  Cij-S! i3C' jJ
off fX>- 247 5553
- ( inry hn.i.lririr
rux3C6 5370 During early morning walks in

some O' the sebkha nods u i  Du
bai, I hove noticed 11’ St thfi ms:re
hiijh bushes nf Tarnurix. Sp. that
occur here and there were always
covered with whst I though: were
daw drops. However. nene of the
other plants seai-.ad tu have dew
on them. I know that tamarx tress
oxcrete salt by way cf ihsir loaves,1
need IBS, teavng a whitish-grey
residue, on toe foliage. which
tastes of salt. Until now I ihoughi
that the excretion was almost kn-
percep tibia, like human perspira
tion In a dry environment. El1 the
iy-iqs on these hushes were herd
ing to?/ wltn the weight cf t ic
drops. These 'dev/ drops were
axTzrr uly sally :o taste and I as
sume tnat the ascreticn of s a t
takes place mainly curing toe
night, 35 late p in the day no 'dew"
is visible.

The oihfir r &ccrd was p-ovidec uy
DNHG member Tim Gore, who
camped in a wadi near Al Ain ever
the New Year weekend. Workers
c i  n ptentHiirirR, nearby find man
tier ad the pr&sarCD u J 5 'cjlr.h" .
with the appearance and ifeicH of a
tiger. Durirjg the nigh! the campers
hoard a forge animal ped softly
jrei.nd toe tsnt. dragging away a
bag with 11ns for some distance
until mavemant in tnd tent scared
the animal away. Ths next mom-
irg pug Tisrks with a diameter of 8
cm wore found upstream in the
wadi rr.ud. accompanied by some
smaller, fess (list net tracks. From
the photographs to<En, it seems
thst this may have been s leopard.
It could even be a female teupard
with one cr iiiuru cubs. Because of
this possibility I do
hare what lhe exact
as it would be bast
oiirnul well alone.

not mention
location was,
io leave t i e

I'oxsc; - Vderie Chabz ie rs

m u  345 41316,

kiatL-lK - Clsuy I eiilrri-
ijTj* nhr ivpj

>1 niT.ITlJlls, - .vlll - j jck-  l<i:i'jl lll.'LlJ
ms 06- j L J L215
I k i W - T i i  i> r ,

mjnng.kldrjJjifirrji-.iles.neL.a

.'.-1 nriiiE LI b Luruj e d  EL -Kito

(auL a b o v e )

Plsjils - V a I  rrifi < Ih.ilrr.r.TA

(lire. nh i iVK)

I ; i «  rx'oordcia t i t  net /.LCCESai lJy

It. h-.Ttj mos t  nrft n o t .  l l u w

:d cab .u  diJi.'.Lu’jj a - p lods'  <or.tftcrt

prir
RepOfi j&y □/■/i a r  Xe Jcr?gWceb

'I'.IC LDTCTiti'Tii i s  I to I infm-m a l i b i :

w i l l  h r  rto i i  nd l e d  i I i p d i j i  l L>j LIlc

uc-zcllf ecLujc, so j l ch '  . i j Lu i  u . n U u r

l u : l  b e  J j o i  u i ]  With $T cur i rjd.’i i.

During walks In the field at the top
of the- creek I have coma across a
track itia t ta l l ies me. It consuls of
two prints, with a diameter cf 1.2
cm, slightly oval-shaped, with no
clear toes OF other testa "as visible.

Natural Emirates:

htfpz/'Www. iJEfiin tei acLcom



Field Clips .' Pan  k ,1

the Euphorbia iarica (a pare yal-
lovz-gneen, leafless shrub) for use
in pauticBE. In arid Hinn they ob
served Die Ghaf (Prosopi's cine’
raaj. Acacia tariifis {the common
Acacia, also found in East Africa)
and Zizypfius spins-cdsfi (yellow-
rec3 berrod In season}. There was
an abundence of wadi grass
(Sawtwum up- related to sugar
cane) some of wh ch had baen
burned, probably de  iberately, and
a forest of oleander was found at a
spring lr lhe upper wsdi. I hey saw
thrne different spEcies of butterfly,
two litiio blues', the sported Afri
can Babul Blue anc t i e  zebra-
striped Meclteiraiiesn Perrut, and
four species of dragonfly including
two rede end a blue, mostly males.

At the furthest point upstream
K a t h e a n  Radom  an j u m p e d
smartly p.way gs s.ie disturbed a
dozing viper, whicn was probably
the carpet viper Fehr.1: coterafuj;.
Catherine AJ-Halyai bravely SlOOd
her ground and took a photo from
which e positive ID is expuc.ud.
Although dangerous, this snake is
not normal y aggressive. Jan Den
ning spotted a distant raptor, which
Gary saic was probably a Booted
Eagle. Returning towards ttie
large convoy of  cars, teey all
stepped te take a closer look at a
falaj, Evidence or copper smelting
in 1be upper wadi, anc the remains
of s j i  early suttlomar t and to-raced
fields.

A tired, happy and much better in
form ad group look Its leave of
Gary as cuek was approaching.
He was slaying on to turn over
stenes and poke a rotund in rocks
in search of scor pions, using his
blackllghtlng techniques.

Report by Anna Griffin (with a 'cf
□ffiejft? from Gary Frwjfrar, 1

Jebel G haweel

Fctei Gunriinghari joined Gary
Feu ner and John Martin fc.p a re
turn visit curing Ramadan to this
a ngular 1 ' 00+ metre outpost
alcng the mountain front south r/
Shuwayb, kn&wil ter its unusual
geology. The rugged summit
ridge, coppod by distinctive
"exotic;" blocks of white limestone,
shelters on Its .north side the west-
e p nmost w i d  nl'vfl trees in the Ha-
jtii Mounlaiiis.

Send in your reports to
griff® emirates, net ae, or
deliver them on floppy
disk at monthly meetings,
or fax to 394 0352
(minimum point size 14
please).

A 'Wet1 ' Wadi Walk

As an early Christmas treat Chair-
rra.n. Gary kculncr, permitted a
larger than normal group tn follow
him Into Wadi Asfanl to see what
they could find. Ttruy foluwad the
wad upstream to its headwaters in
Wadi Baqarah. Quarrying ocirtiil-
ues in the lower wadi, egr cultural
development in the upper, “he wa
ter levc.5 were the iowest Gary
had seen, because of  the continu
ing drought. Sevaral 'pools’ had no
water at all even though toe head-
watera received some a in last
winter. Twn feral donkeys stood
watching the approaching human
ity, e mother End young.

Although the first site was dry,
Chdsto Rademan quickly spotted
dead shells of the most common
freshwater snails, the thin Afctonor-
o'os tr. e/GU.'ata and the fat Radix
ostetenaia. 7he group found two
naliva species of  fish, too relatively
dark Game fisnrafm/ae, th a paler
Apriart/us dJspar (Arabian Kilhfi-sh),
a n d  the  in t roduced tilapia
(urHoctirurrls spp}, a larger fish.
Arabian toads Bute e/Wcw were
disturbed by tha jnaiiy trampling
foci on the mud cracks of a dried
pool. This species is reported to
survive for as lang as three years
In aestivation. At the same dried
pool t iers wb.'b sevsrel smalt wolf
spiders. There was a rare perform
ance by a hrariza pradataous div
ing beetle at one pool, shewing of
its rich colour, gilt trim and hind
legs modified for swimming. Also a
brightly coloured bombardier bee
tle FY?erapKtphV5 sfr carrus, which
can eject an uxplusivu mis.

Salah Al-llalyan mentioned the
traditional use of tee milky ssp of

Jobol Ghaweel Is also home te all
three species of Grewia (a goius
of fro linden family Tiliaoeae)
known from the riCcth&m Hajar
Mountains, two of which {G. fenax
aid  G. vfcs) have only recently
boon dsflnguished. Despite tee
continuing drought, rrldre Lian a
dozen plant species were in
flower, fruit -or seed an Hie slopes,
inducing lhe olive and the hanging
caper.

Found in small numbers al the
summit ware the lard snails
Zo&iGCuS Avstdans, a common arid
region s i a i  found from the Sahara
tc Pakistan, and 1hc rare-, finely
stnped Pse<JotariflpfljK5 -teijsssau-
mei, Endemic to :t ti mountains of
Iran. Afgnanls:an and tee Hejar
Mountains, Boti have bullot
shapad shells up te 15 m m  long,
typlcelly found under tawshruosor
woathoring from soil under rock
pvorfriangs.

A pair Of Bocal i's eagles was seon
over the fnrtreSS-ll ko summit, one
carrying a trailing branch of War
ings (a courting display?), imitating
a gray haror with its legs sireteiRd
au" behind.

/fsyjcr/ by Cidiy /'‘euljlfrGPS Dinnor 10'* Feb.
We’ll toe there by 6.00 pm
Coordinates: 24 D 50' 44 N

5S° 23’ 36 E
Firewood provided, but bring
your own eats and drinks.
Contact Peter van Amsterdam
on 050 - 6426077 {hints avait-
able If necessary)



additional news ...Page J

■arnily, it is rot  gvazed and Is able to
grow in tne gravel wadi buds Lneiu-
sulvus. It Is not an unattractive plant
but most hikers t avu seen It so of
ten that they are sll but totally im
mune to its charm. I gained new
respect for it. however, in K □venter
and December when I recognised
frat i: wee. ora ot only a very few
plants ITOI" towering in the Imvsr
mountains, ana ItitfUfO'C giving SUS-
tcriai’icc to most of the hutredlies
about, Including at teas, the Caper
White, Small Cupiri, African Eaoul
Blue, M&ditarranean Pierrot, Grass
Jewel and Salmon .Arab.

depart iy Gsry Feulner

American Imparts

MacDonald's isn't the er y one. Sev
eral Nortn American apec-'es of  plants
and animals HOW appear to be wt!l
established in and around Dubai.
TtiesB include!

Seasonal Seashells

Ovor the hoi days Gary Feulrer went
snorkelling along ths jetty at the Du
bai Municipality beach. He made
several comparisons wil'i h :S sum
mer visile First. the winter Ln much
□□Ider in December. Second. there
seemed to be fewer gastropods
□vera I (both in lun .bci and diver
sity), and many of the shells present
tended tn be  clustcrcc together. ex
ceptionally calm QQnri firms (or
something else?} had brought tile
wlrk le Littcvana fnfemiefrjs (better
known in its role as the mangrove
tree snail) onto the front faces cf
many nocks, whereas it normally ta-
veri rhe more sheltered back sides.
Rasgihly o i j -  February 2000
speaker, Horst Kauch, will enlighten
U3 about molli.scan seasonal pal-
terns. Tt.iid. severe! distinct:™ fish
observed in sum ms- were absent
but Diner, schooling fish seem ad
more atiundan:. Carole HO-'fls. our
January 1999 speaker, also repo-ts
on Page 6 about wnal's naapcning
underwater at this time cf year.

.Report by Gary Fenner

On Familiar Ground

Visits to Creekside Park n late De-
o&mbcr revealed 3 local bj'.tertty
species displaying and mating - the
nalivo Mediterranean Pie.p rot and
As an  Grass BIuh and ihe Intro
duced Westeui Pygmy Blue. But
despite all the lovely lancscapiiig In
the park - trees, grass, pglms.
shrubs and flower gardans of  all
sorts - all of these butterflies were
found on the only remaining patch cf
■natural" ground, a 15m. x 30m plat
adjacent to the administration uuild-
I rg ,  consisting or open, sandy soil
dirted with d'i&d grass (Spcrabu'ud
spiCfifUS) an.ri a few flutvuriiig hello-
rrapas (HeHultvfiliim )K/tscfyy\}.

Good for Something

Tcyh.m-iJa npoM'nes. a small peren
nial shrub, is  one cf  tho most com
mon plams n Hajar Mountain wad Is.
Although i t  is a iT&Tibcr o f  the pea

Mesquite (Froto.O/j /[r.W.Wra j. This If 00
is ns’.tb/c to ike southwestern United
States Find northern Mexico. hut was
long ago exported and is now com
mon and essentially 'nHiive r io  t ie SE
Gulf, the Subcontinent and elsewhere.
Despite selective CHrr.paigns against it
in urban Dubai and Ras Al-Khaim&h.
it appears io be very guoceggful in the
local environment and is li vLJly to be
with us fev a long t me Io  oome.

T h e  WaStC.T i  Pyotr .  y B u e
(tfrepto'tffin syJeJ. This is North
America's s-nallcst butterfy. it wee
recognized in the UAE only in 1993 by
Dr Michael 3i..cn or UAE University n
AI-AJj ai’.d has since treen obseivud
regularly in arid aiuuild Dubai, n land
scaped areas and o r  the fringes cf
perks and ag-'icultu-y'. Cultivation. II is
unobtrusive, usually fly.ng close to .□■//
vegetaton. It was probably intro
duced with imported shrubs but t ap
pears to breed successfully here and
Its numbers arc prooebly increasing.

Our Next
Speaker

Horst Kauch. B net™ uf Austria,
has lived In 1h& UAE ainsu 1E65.
Hti has been Involved with uni-
mais and animal management in
one war/ CT another for must u(
that tiling, bom on 'and enc u-idci-
sra. Among oil’, er tnirgs, he w-js
involved .n lhe construction of Du
bai 7<io, he has boon a contrac-tDi
to the Al-Ain Zau anc to varipjs
private reserves, and is currently
the proprietor of An' t ‘  al World.

He is also an accomplished diver
e nd ran his own diving company
for many years. Ho is espenis!!/
v/oll acquai-ited wit:i the vafon
underwater environmanls of East
ern Arabia.

A seashell collector with so intar-
n&tinriH rep uta lion, he has made
a point io try Id gat to know Ara
bian Gulf molluscs as living orgen-
isrr as we I, snd io learn und
communicate their secrets and
rhythms.

Polygyra CBfCOfttS. a 1 cm hutton-
Shapod land snail wrtn narrow whodS
arri a angle Tooth" In Its aperture.
This sna.l Is native io the southeast
ern United Stales, especially Florida,
but has been found io ttr ive in well-
watered gardens in the A’abian Gulf,
where it has p'tiumobly been unre
duced with imported shrubs or sc' I. In
Dubai ii is known from towns and gar
dens ranging from the Mizhar araa lo
t ie Dubai World Trace CoiUre to Js-
bel All, and may be locally abundant.

/u'lojccos g evfis ■ This long, thin land
srail, usually less Lnan 1 cm, is native
tc the Naw Worlc tropics but is now
widespread ir. ths Indu-Pauific area
and smeiiis Id be easily cistribuied by
human activity. It is feund in lawns
end gardens in Dubai and &
sometimes abundant.

Report by G&ry Fsuinsr



more news
(some St H unidentified) a i d  also
no: known from the UAE. O f  one
palGUl&rly in struct wa discuvOry he
writes;

"I decided to set up S small aquar
ium to try to b p ccc some of t ie
freshwater snails I hoc found. So
one night ( n  the dar<) I went te tee
only stream I know still to exist
near my I1OUSO and cnHactad
s o r e  pond weed. Wh&i I came
home I put 11 In the sink x- wash
before putting it in the Lank. After
15 minutes I wert back te get the
weed and I noticed a number of
small black Cats. I got my glasses
and decided :hat they were live
ana Is, (orobably) Hydrants sp.

"Interesiingly I relumed Hfaw days
'.ste' in obtain some more weed
(tedder?) fa' my growing snail ZOO,
this rime a: 1 1 !KJ 11 the mom ng. I
want to exactly the same piece
snd took exactly the same weeds
in exactly t i e  seme way. Mot a
single Wydrcin'a1 present! Only a
few medium size Melanoides pres
ent (wiich hac been absent er. the
night sample). I can only assume
that Hydrates Is nociurnsl and they
hide deep ir the mud during ‘he
day. As I dcrn'1 normally go shell
ing In the dark far Sift fr.e Stinky
mud) this could explain my  previ
ous lack of finding*. I hove been
In and around this particular
stream ter over 1 3 years and
thought I knew i t  int.mately "

Olli once they have spawned ihUy
die. I t s  contusing as to why and
now thiRsfi fish and edls got here,
fray are normal"/ deep water fish 7

Wu also had a jelly fish invasion,
lots of jellies arrived which tend to
hang around the Vst 6m of water.
Alt the juvenile fi&h uSO them as
''mobile homes 1' te transport them
through the waters until they fine 3
'safe" reef. Then we had those
h u g e  up&ide down je l l ies
(Casstopea) which tenri to just Sit
on the seeheci not doing much all
dayl

Anotner unusual fish that errivad
recently i s  called a pygmy
seamoth, not many of you will
have heard of eno ut these, let
alono icon one. Ona recently ar
rived all on ira own, i t  must heve
lost its mate and lost its way. They
are fairly small, abcut Z inches,
move vsry slov/y and feed on
small mysid shrinps. There are
h 'm h few frogfish around, i t u s u
g j y s  are reely great a. camou
flage a r d  you would probably only
know they are there f they moved,
which they don't very often!

The guitar sharks are back with
the cooler water, as are the resi
dent black tip reef sharks who live
near Khor Fakfcan'Sharli Island,
which is good, as soon as their
young "hatch" I nan get a new
purse 1

SO, If you are over on the cast
Coast, briny yuur sr.nrkellirg gear
and cone visit us!

FiejPGvf by CartUe Hams

Mother Nature Works
Two Shifts

Stephen Grccrt, FiOW one of DJr
overseas members, admits that
Bahrain is smaller and has fewer
different natural envi'onmente to
explore than the UAE, but that
hasn't dampened his enthusiasm.
In addition to his archaeological
interests, he  has busied himself
with further collection of freshwater
and land snails in Bahrain, Includ
ing several ru t  previously reported

Diary of a Mermaid

With the recent change of weather
bringing in waler ,  more nuiriant
wb:bte my human diving friends
ask. that I tell you about v.fiBt’s
happaring underwater recently.

First of all, the water temperature
has dropped quite dramatically
from ths sur'iinei highs o '  80 D C to
around a OOOl 23"C. I stayed
around for ths summer, although
many sClOdls of fish went to
deeper waters for their vacation.
Bdt, now, al my  friends are com
ing back and & few more unusual
ones that k'vs naver met before.
T ie usual f ish I fe includes, jacks,
fusiliers, morays, Stingrays, lirn-
'ish, Oafish, flrii.nder&, sola, dam
selfish, clrwvnftsn, seanoraes end
turtles, but let me tell yuu about
some of the unusual fish life going
an. ..

Just recently. I've noticed soma
striking yellow end black coloured
fish, cal lad pineapple fish.

They s.re very shy and hide undar
ruck crevices and overhangs, and
between all the pretty son corals.

Snails and Slugs

Your unwanted land snals end
slugs era 'wanted ter teten Hile
study and an accounting cf the ter
restrial and freshwater snails o'
the UAE. A first steo will be to in
clude the UAE's sr.oll fauna in the
IUCN list. All specimens w i l  be
gratefully accepted by Chairman
Gary Faulncr, and contributors will
be keot infonn&d of progress.
Thane have already been a few
surprises. It's easy. Just bag 'em
and tag 'em! Please remember ta
record the location and the habitat,
as '.veil as your name. the date,
and any remarks.

There Bra also some conger eels
which have recently come to town,
these guys arc ugly with huge
black eyes and very, very large
mouths.

I was rather scared at first os they
hava a realty bad reputation, but
my friend tails me they mey have
■curiiu in to shallow waters to mate,



Dubai Natural History Group Programme

Lecturas at JurttGirah English Spea k ing School, Gymnasium 7. 30 pm for 8.00 pm

February 6 Seashells and The Ecology Of Arabian Gulf Molluscs Hors1 Ksuch

March & Traditional Mountain Settlements -Wi l l iam Lancaslet

Field Trips (DNHG members only, please. Details m page 2.)

January 28 Graves at Shlnal - Fully subscribed
V sit tt> a oamatery ul lhe 2nd Millenium EC.

February 1 1 Fossil Hunting will - Valerie Chalmers

February ' From Dibba to the Musendam Peninsula by Dhow

February 25 Hikng  in Jabal Bu Fatfaj with Helen Emery
T iis is re-scheduled from Dec 10

February 24 to 20 Esploring the Western Regvnns with Donna Simon
Camping nut under tnc stars, in witf dpehi spaces

March fl and 10 liiter-Emiraies Waeksrid
A weekend of ac venture on  the East Coast

The GPS dinner will be held on Februaty 10th please see page 3 for further details

Mrs Valeric CHALMERS
PO Box 12070
Dubai
LAE
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Cha i rman Gary Feulner 306 5570 3 3 1  3320 kDM 331 3371
mcrasagoE.: 30G 5300

Vics C h a i r m a n Valerie Cha imtrs 349 4 61 6 no calls p 3 . 3M 3727

Treasurer Peler Gri f f in  394 0342
e.rmail: grid@emlratE5.net.ae

394 0342 394 <13-52

Membership Secretary Kathy Bird 288 3607
a.mei l :  kathyo@anirabas.net.a&

2B3 3BO7

Flddt r lp  Co-ordinator Mary Beardwood
e.mai l :  m i k e m a

342 2646
rytjgemiratas .nol.ac

344 0376

Flc ld t r lp  Co-o-'dmator JflH Denning 3 3 1  1463 33  'J 1 4 6 3

Nawslet tsr  Editor Anna Griffin 394 0342 394 0342 304 0352
e.mail: griff@emirate5.n?t.&5

Publ isher Peter van Amsterdam 209 2 5 1 9 335 5495 269 165
a. ma II: pvai iH@ern ii ales. ne t .ae

Librsrier Deanna W h i t s 442 9 1 5 3
e.mai l :  dgwh te@em irates.net. ae

Speaker Cu-0i<lina10' Beryl Comar 344 2243 344 1 5 1 0
s .ma i l :  comar@um irales.  ne t .ae

Chief Eng ineer Bob White 351 2001 2690 020 269 1 3 6 9

fJcmjer at Large Sandy Fowler 344 2243 no calls p l s 344 2243

Pm tranter G o l l  Gordon 349 9S79 340 9379

Membership Ass is tan t Barbara Hayward 394 5 6 9 ' 2690 D20 33b 7675

thf=t the  Arab ian  Camel W2.S de
scended from the As ian came l ,  be
cause ( l j  fert i le offspring a r c  p ro
duced by initial {bu t  nol ccn i inuoc)
aross-hread ing .  (2)  the  cinbryM o f
join spec ies  have :wo proto-hum pa ,
w h i c h  later fuse in the  foetus o f  the
Arabian camel; and  (3 )  the  o n l y  wi ld
camel species known from N c ' t h
Africa and the- Levant in la te  Pleisto
cene t imes,  Csmefus triomasi, a
somewhat la 'ge r  an ima l  than the
m o d e m  Arabian camel ,  was thought
tn represent a n  As ian  (and SO
arobably twe -humped )  spec ies .

Recent  work  rely ing on  statist ical
analys is  of post -cran ia l  skeletal
measurements has  a t  las t  permitted
r el ieb le  d iscr iminat ion between the
.Arabian and Asian camel l eegst.
Relying on this methodology,  J Pe
ters nas concluded that  Cemeius
fhomas’j was an  Arabian ( a n d  SO
probab ly  one-humped)  species, nnri
whs therefore the l ikely ancestor of
toca/s  Arabian came l .

Thanks to Prof D r  Ulricti Wernery
Df Dubai 'S CeiTfll Veterinary
Laboratory for donat ing La t he
D N H G  library a copy Of the  1 9 9 3
paper oy  J Peters from which t h e
fnroguing is  summarised: Peters.
J. 'Came/us ttreimasiPomoL 1693,
a possib le ancestor of the  one-
lumped came l? "  in Zeitschri f t  fur
Sauget is rku ide 6 3 ,  ( 1 9 9 8 )  372-
376.

Rupunf by Gary Feuilrter

Camel Origins

Foss i l  Evidence shows That 111 C
camel  group o r  camel ics  (nr r ierTy-
Inpadfl} o j ig inatud in Nor lh  Amer i ca ,
rcacung cental As ia via the Bering
land b r i dge  nul I d le r  Uiun the  mid-
Pliocene (abou t  3 . 5  million year?
ago).  The genus Camafc/s lid
ar isen bu t  dec l ined dramat ics  ly in
n u m b e r s  and rarge in Eurasia to
wards t h e  e n d  of thtJ Plcisl-OCCIlC
(glacial times).

T h e  origins of i k e  Arabian camel i n
par t icu lar  have bean LhO subject o f
deba te ,  partly because (despre tne i r
obvious external  d i f ferences} the
pos tc ran ia l  s k e l e t o n s  o f  dhb-
hurrued A iab ia r  camels o r  c rome-
daries Camafus dr medarius and
two-humped As ian  or  Bacfrian catTV
e l s  Ca/?ws feflGfrwrtus are ex
treme y diff icult to distriguish relia
b ly .

Cer ta in  authors have considered

DNHG Membership

Membersh ip  remains a bargain a t
DI i s  50  (s ingles Cf fami ly) .  Y o u
may jo in  Cf renew St mee t ings
{s&a Kathy B i ' d  the Membersh ip
Secretary} o r  sand a cheque m a d e
out io Lloyds Bank account no
17374G. (P lease note we cannci
cash cheques mode Out lo the
DNHG}.


