
Vol 15 no 4 - April JOIN

DUBAI NATURAL HISTORY GROUP
PQ B-m 9'2 S- ; Duhui. Uni Led Andi Tin lira 1

sa w two .mute swans floating out to
sm. At first Arma troughl the pair
must he aniflcial but when thay
started to move tuilticr out to sea
and were tempting to feed elong
IfiLt way, Itiuru was no doubt lhal
they were real.

Members’
Here. /fiere a.nof every
where during EW

A number of  members iravellec
dui ; i y  pEic Al-Adhu, Hume wilt: ar
em  oh a sis on natu.-al history.
I lure's ci sampl ing:

Mike and Mary Beard wood vis-
itod v crnun for a weak. Mary saya
i t  was a "fantastic adventure bul
evan us long term 'asidants -of
Arabia suffered from some CL turc
Shock. ThO Sigil a :  die h-utal Gurs
F.nc oil" er weaponsi -ni-if he de
posited at receptor’ sac- iod Io
Hfjy.i all I Hnivever if yni_. I" f ive any
ampliations Io or luui j; Lji io die iis-
toryefthe aree Yemen is e i rus: . '

News
. . . Gary Faulnar. who, wilh Nick
Hepher, had ulirnbad tu lhe turn-
mit of Jebel Shams for a v.ew o J
the Wadi Sahtan bowl. Anna sup
posed that the high Jebel Akhdar
WDS ail LUiliku.y place for snails
but Gary wes able to report flipt ar
least 5 species of lur'd snails were
present, including 3 endemic spe
cies, i.c., tounc only i i i ra moun
tains of  nnrtharn 0ms n end fne
UAE. Gaty remarked D'l Nic,<\
knsck for spotting l ikey snail
yiavuyurdi.

Members 1 Night
4th June 2000

This is the ast meeting of the sea
son. Following fraditdr 1 wc shall
have tour members each speaking
about his.'har chaser' top c- ot inter
est- (See Page 9).

The speakers this year '."jill he:

Helen Empry
Miku Lun iy tn i
Lu ban Mrhac
Kim White

Furihar details will bo found in '.hC
May  issue of Gazel e

This month’s
Contributors

The  Editor would l ike to  |h?nk
the following for their report :

Jeu Dan.-iing
Gary Feulner
Anna Grflfin

Brian Jol ly was eIfu i i  the Jebel
Akhcer, but frit only natural t istury
observator he's st? far reported
wOS J i i i g i l i r y  u 1 Gary

It is nice io ba  remambanac (and
also to bo rcmirdod that there is
life after Juba.). Lk< Nsllssn and
Glen Ice Aiken new ir Now South
Wales have kept up their DNHG
membership. I hey wire "Wc en
joy receiving the newsletter hut al
ways fe& a iltllc sod that wc can
not join ,'n the acLv.ties any mn-e".
However they are discu?eiing
plenty of  things of interest n their
cwt backyaid.

Valeri® Chaim are want ever fir
th er aflelc, to Johannesburg,
Scuth Africa, v/here she braved
some of the ,’ast of .he -ai'is that
hac flooded t.'lozarr biqi ie n-iii v.V
ited several nearby game oc r ka.
She also roughed ii with a vigft to
the Sun Chy resort.

The 'Eic was a bit like nlc .home
wook lr 1he .Jubal Aktdar Peter
van Amcterrfam and Anne Millan
did the breathtaknq (a -id knee-
shuA ’ ig j  "r i  i i  walk" Irgti u i  Iha
walls of Oman's Grand Cpr.'/nn.
On :heh way -iome they me. . . .

An unusual sight craetsc Anna
and Peter Griffin wnen they von-
toned out.ta d.-ie.ct rhe Cuboi Ma
ire Beaut' Cluu recently. P i t y
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Vosjca s/tenfoi'i's, s t i  <ocps a tem-
pa .  s t e  n imste lire cyc le.  11 latches
in the s o n n g ,  tocr. sounds Ute s u m
m e r  trying tn  k e e p  coo l  before
breed ing  o r d  dy ing  in the  foil. wi th
the riH'rt gsrsra t iur i  w in  faring as
slaw nro 'Ai rg la-vae.

Inter-Emirates Weekend I t  Is presur ’ec :o he  a descendant
t h e  wild ol ive popu la t ion  f o u n d

on t h e  north a.m nor th  eas t  stones
j -  ttre f i i f j  i r i dges  a "cw Kilometers
to 1he sout l  and was; nF Wadi
Hay l .

Rams Beach Shelling

T ie  26  to Ma'ch tourd  Hete- a r t !
j n i a  Griffin and friends a t  Rams
Beach wt  u r u  they Luir ud  u p  sev
e r a l  Naut i lus a long the t i ce  l i e .
One sne l l  contained an  oc topus
■/■/HI’ eggs  and  ar io iber  j u s t  the
eges-. This was  an c x c l i i y  f irst
f ind for thorn and  on  i h e i -  return
they h Boded ever the  s he l l  our  Lail 1-
Ing t he  eggs anc  oc topus io  Beryl
Cons t  and Sandy Ftxwlf tar l u r -
toc- ana lys is .

A full report w i i  appear in die r.cay
udiiiur o f  Gazel le .  TTir 'Aenkend
W83 very wel. a f te icec,  wi th - e c o i d
numbers carric paring. O u r  : h a n < s
to Bery l  C o r r s ' .  Valer ie  Chalmers
and Peter G i f f in, and t he  t e l e  trip
lesde.m for g i ' /nc of ' he i r  : h rc  O l d
rTa r i y  :he= weekend s u c i  a suc
cess .

Wadi Naqab Trek

The  terraced se t t emer t  was e m i x
nr oto and new. Ono house  had a
□aimed m o t e  door ,  a m o d e r n  look
and a new rotr on  s r  s n r a x e  :c the
engine ' s l i u c l u i u .  C L - u r s  h a d
caved-in timer roofs. T h e  fields
in tcnccc  leu cul . ival io i i  w c - c  steeply
terraced e n d  now ha- ren ,  bu t  rhei r
onc- t l r rc  product ViLy was cvklcn: ay
the presence o f  a n u m b e r  of s tone
slrnu? louses,  j c i i i c  stil l we l l  suaud .
Several  abandoned d well ng  5. con
tained large arcs ,  surne plastered
together  a long  a wal l  in tradition r |
fastiion. N ick  r r a c a  a sacciui jo in t
to show off the gr icing* hut ,  com
□fate w i th  four qrhe stones of im
ported origin, w/o of green sci is i
and  two of conqlciiereric l imes tone.

Waci K s q a b  s the largest Musan
ds.m watershed sou th  of Wad i  B i n .
Mick Hephefs f ielc t r i p  last  month
was in tended to- in t roduce pan ic i -
pt-nts to trekking in the Musancam
and tn  a ter.’F.npd sett lement deep
witin l i e  moi  mains tor a ttelte' aa-
ireoimipri for tne l i fe fas t  many Iccsl
people led  jr: 1:1 ratal vely receitly.
N ice b a d  emphas ized genera l  fit
ness  zs  k. prerequisite, and th is  was
parr ict  .a r ly  imoonant  since toe day
turned Out to be somewhat  l i c t l c i
than expected .

Our Next
Speaker

M?rk Beech is a Britisn e rv ' ron-
uente archuootegist based a t  the
U n  versify c f  York ir t i e  UK .  He
■las been earn ing Out  to Hie UAC
each year  s ince  ".99 io  nary  ou:
fieldwck far the  Abu Dhabi fa l a r d s
Ajcioco ogical  Survey (ADI  AS)
project s n e  :he NEiional MuSuul'.
Ol Has  A -K ia imah .  For 1he pns-
:h f ee years h °  has  been c £ i  l y ing
out  h is Fhd research on  modelling
ano en t  rr ur ine resou'ce explana
tion i i i  Li io A i t iU ia i i  Gu l f ,  especial ly
focussfofi o r  tiie UAE Gulf coast
line. Th i s  talk wi l l  tecufi on  h is
analysis c x archaeologis t  figh
bores  fm.r the  rec inn. Archauo-
toy cal ruiT D i i s  o f  fishing equ ip
m e n t ,  mad it on  s i  fishing methods
as  wei .  es the  auto of mocorr
f isher ies  will a l s o  be d iacussec .

For  further rietni s abou t  Ma _ k
Beech 's  research you m a y  vis i t :
h t t p :  . '/ww w - u s e r s . y c r k . a L . u k . '
- i  i ij Li J 1 T
This  site i s  f. sn m rrored at:
h L Lp : ■ 1 o 1 1 1 c . f r e e d k . n el? rn a rk
beech.1

Perhaps the most striking r; riser
t lon  o f  tne cay  was t i e  auriber o f
dead cjoafci obnerued en  ruutu .
some foui dozen u-  so, b e d  y o u n g
a i c  ac  n i ts ,  ly ing nrermirent y a long
t i c  wadi jed  ur d suuUuruc w i t  i i n
t ie  se t temer t  - test r or y, mos t
praoEibly tn  i bu  savanly of tne  cur-
rei :  d rought .  Most  o f  the  v i c t ims
had d.ed will demon  =irably tul.
s to i rac is -  Goats do no t  norma ly
n e e d  tc  drink reru lar ly  b u t  the d r y
vegetation scorns no t  to have pro
vided suf f ic ient  t.c stere.

Tne  oar journey u p  t h e  '.vaci - 5
minutes uver a r o u g h  t rack,  wi l l  b e
eoQsigh to  Koop Lus  route c" Lho
tourist  oircui : .  Not far heyc.ac the
enc o f  the vch cte l -ack  t ie  wadi ba-
c c t e s  a v?-y  steep s ided gorge.
I he  "Lu iT  is  yunura l l y  n Iku ouul-

dery wad i  o e d ,  h j t  ascencs  and fol
lows the  Cl i f f -s ides in a tew places tc
c i rcumvent major  obstacles such 03
PC'Jldur fal ls wi th  house-s ized  buu l -
d e  _ F;.

rtsport Jty Gary  r-eu'pe. 1 ’

V c g c t a U o ' i  i s  u s u a l l y  relatively
spsrsa i - i  Musandam wacis,  one be
c a u s e  ol the  c o r r i n u n g  croughi
many of the  scotrered toes  wore  in
poor CCudi:iori. Nevertheless. a few
fig tees (both wad i  f.qs and tmoun-
tair f i ys j  l i aC  r i a i i a y c d  Lu Lioai Tj i ._
a r d  a few Lt triii ga  t 'ees were in
fOwOi.  L ’L ic r  I ora l  a id  faunal h igh-
iqn ts  .icfaced a la rge  ( 2 5  c m )  sne.f
fungus ur ic e n c  of t i c  fira: Wnifa-
Eeged Reck Rrown butterflies of toe
sca la r .  I t  s W E R E .  l ine t ie  u n -
.oved yellow and red hrgiAn norret ,

Olivo Tree in Wadi Hay I

Reza K h o i  w s oroud to  a n -
noL nee that  r.is In tE ’ -E  niretes f e l d
trip, s tudy ing the  .nd gc io . i s  H ees
c- r he  U A F ,  foi. nr a nne h u t
hca tny wi ld  ol ive Ircc a t  loss t h a n
1 5 D .  ’ ie ters elevat ic. i  in r/adi Hey l .



i r 3 Field. Clips . . .
littora species that can cus ly be
found in a.ny seashore deb is, if yon
inspect carefully ito' Lny shells. Ito
warns that r a r  - as are si j eject tn
change, however. os 1hc group
needs a seriu.it taxcrorriiu revisim

know i Lu bu associated wiki palt o-
I'jeniG nrgf.nisms, but an fl.fl cm s up
ir a nus.r.l .r us! Lto p ciarncd lu
c;= use breathing df icuhy.

Send in your reports to
griff@emirates.notae, or
deliver them on floppy
disk Pt monthly meetings,
of fax to 394 0352
(minimum point size 14
please) .

Mangrove Mystery Snail
Identified

T t s  Deriemt r 1>)Qf) CazRlto 'r-
pored on a mystery sra. round o i  a.
mangrove .ulJ by Dr Richard Hc i ioy
in a tores: on tie Dao'lyal' Fen i i
Euki, west ul Abu Dhabi. D - Eike
Nei.herl nr Fra ikfijrt viewec 3
s<ulcti and gave h s  opnion that t
was clearly a mcr ibc r  of t i c  Family
fdalarpic’se (fomiHrly Elobiidaej
010 ho beloved .1 was genus
Me/ampus. T h s  s also the view of
I torsi XciuC i. our = eb-uary speaker,
who ic Ratified ii h= iwWfi.Tj)r;s- ca.ifs-
rieiiS 1 553 In ScashOl'S Cl Epstein
Arabia by Ensch At al.|. This deter
mination was sec.u dud via Di David
George of the Br.iish Museum
{k'a:ural History).

Coicem sheet leach as was net ur-
founcec, ic vovcr, os tho racchcrco
story cescri jHs the classic iirectic",
into fcr le-g fi mammH.s, in pnrtici.-
ar t urses and salllu, by Lnu big
eech Lj  nerfs r?Arcf,:ca, which is
-mown frc.Ti the UAE and C - an |e.
•: l., Aboulu and Ki l  iu i; and wind:
can reach a aim ar size.

.Retjort ty  Ca.r y Feu/ner

Hcpo.'V .by Gary Acviiior

Snuc as a Slug in a . . .

Tie DNHTr effort to record 1he
land s r a  i o .  na ol die uae .iavu
a -eaily turrec up =ome surprses.
H e n o s t  luc/url is u i  unusually
large garcar s.uc tourd ir the nostril
o J 3 racel’oise in Abu Dhobi. I he
horse in auct ion ,  attar its morning
meal end a swim, oogon to snow
signs u 1 disuorr ton . E oarta were
quickly summoned but found no ob
vious cause and suspected co. in.
Sudden, y, alter abou. tor minu.es,
the horse sunned vigorously nnri
b ; CW out an 8.5 cm gaicar slug.
This was ?: firs - toarec to he a
leech. l i e  specimen luuiiu its way
to Dr U ich We nery at Dubai's Cen
tra Veterina-y Laboroto-y, ihen to
Itic Dubai = ust Centre LEOotEtary,
and finally to t ie DNHG

Tic s jg appeals to be dontiual w l  i
Lsevrcaij.'.'s a,te, the only slug yer
knew i hoin A'Eoi:.. Il is e ournmon
cjHrden sue  ir Di.hsi s i c  esew.iera
Ir lie Gl I, but : L is cc; fiuod Lu areas
nf ihriF.i h?hitatcn or  ect'icul’Lra
uric >■ .I u i u I j i u  l iu jyh l  .c be in.ru-
riuced by hjn - =rr activity, The 5pe-
olft& is believed to bu r alivc to Africa
hi.t it is now v/desoraec around the
l iuiun Occar.

Giant Mud Creeper at
Khor Kai ba

lil&r-brriralfrs '.Vookond allowed
Gary Fejiner to nasurrR his i.ivRRti-
ys.ticiris.ut two dis lir d ivs  rnu uses at
Khor K’alba. In ac duior to lead ng a
lielc trip, tie s:syed ur :o scr.'uy :tie
population Of Ihs g l c i l  mud  creeper.
7uruUv lii'.zj pih'usLns. vx iich he esL-
i t r : r s  nor sen'atbely at a minimum
of sc -ie 2D, OUU. Although /. pa.'utf-
Ta? v/fiR. a nn.Trnon foot: rsscurnR on
the cuas:s lt t ic Norihurn Er - : ii ales
until abcur 2003 yearo ago, it is new
thought tu oa extinct in the A'abian
Gu.f and t ic  Khor Kalbs oopu ation
is the on.y natural site populstion in
t ic  UAL.

Hurs: ias found this s ie l l  at several
sites, in dfferen: habitats, out r u .
yet in r . s  ng ru/es. all around high
wmer mt=rk. AHIroogh the spocir-cr
uultoc'.eJ by Dic< Hornby d d  not
snow 1he -ncifiris’ic reetl cm the
external wt. I of liie aperture, Hcst
says -his charesierslic is absent ir
juvu ii.c stiuLs.

Li addition, ho tout'd that the mai
grave brae snail, LHt':r .r.;n j'ri.'e.'u.iFi-
Lii'Li. is p. use' l l  i i  mangrove si nubs
even at the uppenrosl reaches o'
esr  h of t ie tires ,-izin chznrelE a:
Khor Kalos.

SEA says of the t/elam jids'Ellcibiids
that they arc "an extensive -amly of
ei '-breathing gastropods ctarac.ur-
isliu ul rnuedy. t racdsh water t i -
atcroes, s u c h  ns  mangrove
£rw0l“.p.£.' fhoy uro also typically
very smal' (Die-; horiby a specimen
w.ns only 8 mm) and arc oi ler  over
looked. Elite Neuoe't writes tost he
hes recent y colectod some £ new
boeciad tT f t ’ s  'Emily Turr the Ara
bian Gulf, and moiu u u i  bo ux-
pacled. -ia says t iey are ciGmnror

How d d it onniR to be in a race
t C Su's 'iDS-lril'? Ttie prime suspect
is stfsl's c.- Lucerne, fee to the
hersos every tow cays ?md yruwn
Iocs-lily in Al-Ain. It  is said tn srrvR
fresh 3 id very i t o  st. l h e  guaran-
luuc n uislure □' a.i uc icuilural envi
ron men' may acccjr i  not only tor
II ic slug's oruscroo out eso  fur its
pre,  wt'ich 'c?s f a :  o '  t ie  larges:
icpartod I r e n  Ai'ica ir' :t o scientific
literature (8 C c . ' ' l  I .  Cfte is r o :

Both ths gian: mud creeper and the
rrraig."ove tree snail have pelagic
{ocean -going} larval stagHS. T'lis
slimes them :o cohnize fsr-f luig bu:
suitable silos through on :hc Irdlo-i
Ocean, and alsn to mainrain geiB:in
hor'oqereny c esplte the existence
of apoHrarlly isolated lues, oupula-
:ions
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especially lor tholr fcratho's and oil.
ClRtric.n c l icks were tsken 'wtie.i-
crar possible aifo were easy fo
tame and rear. They we p e kep. to
s o l  fo travellers, reared fo r lhe
pot, or kept ns pete. T i e  uggs
wo u uatori as a delicacy. The
sheila were used as oil-lam ns and
water uuir.u i d s .  10 decorate
mosques, and as souvenirs o f  pil-
gr iiiEjg ju. T iu fou.hcra Cccorratcc
ances.

It is prnbsale that the species
would hew surytwd tradnona
hunting from hnreehank but the
mas sacra trorn mote.' vehicles
Torr the 1920s anc 1930e brougnt
a rauid und. a.id the A iuu i f i  us-
tren was hunted to extinct on.

fxcerafod a,')£? arfepted’ by Gs.y
FerJ.'ier, finm jtf C Jennings 'Tf'c
distrUjuli-jii of H\o cxr'.'JCt
OSf.'JGi1? Struthio Cd el-JS syriacus
RoihsehUd, J PTE1 " ?.n Fnu.r>a oj r

SMdf Arabia, voi. 9 ff9f6.i. i' As
Jejipfrigr.5 .'5 crvirenti'y ih° coardiitB-
tcr of tne Attae of Sreer/.wy B.inTs
u/A.raUii fABAMj p/Oj'ect, f-e
edifor of  ifo s.nousJ nervaJstfar.
POoerri-r. Voj c=i,r i-rivi' Jf.ti A SEA
ivojDs.'ta a: ntfoV/dspace .dial. pipe*,
com/arabian b rite/.

in L ie Rub' al Kha.i it:e ostrich aa-
pES.rs io have heenn'e extinct
around 13C-J to 'U 'U ,  although
none nr tne available nennrdR is
precise as to either dare or olaca.
Un ike ike Rub' al Khali, the r Arth
ur i half ol I 1 id  Arau.au aurins jIlii
was exptorec durirn tne nine-
iccnti century by a nur.Lcr at
Europeans but very few actually
saw an clinch alive in t i c  wild
Severs "lest records’ era men
lioiied. Some pat axlinclioii as
e s r y  as 'PS2 oi.t othem inc irate
dial a low biids suvivuu jCL
eho.it 1944 There in ore R.icit
that a dyug usL'ict' was fuL iu as
late 1966.

The receded ii fui riulicn cn line
life hisio y of Arahiar osirirhe= is
■/cry small, and much of : is rzr/i
known to be emor-pous orfpmiful .
The general environment n w h c h
ths ost-ich livas in Africa necessi
tates far-rangir.g wsmdcr.ng for
food snd water, and the species is
tl’orcforc norradic. I be desert ar
eas of A-aoia w.ne-e the hird war
o’  i i  i-Ji ly fdu ie are a. uasl ys i i i d

as these /vTicsn regions 3rd  the
Aiaait i i  uirda would ceria ’ ily f ave
been nomad c. The ostrich Is om
nivorous: its food is mostly vegeta
ble - raols. leaves, Howe's, fruits,
and seeds - out irsucts, reptiles,
and od'er small cnimp.g are also
Hilen. TI b Arabian ostrich almost
ceriainiv ni er aged wthm.i free
wat t  - in tf:e wile. Water .vjuld
simp y not iravc been avo-lablc for
“men of "he yea - r?ver most rr is
,range. Tira ui.u scurrs lu h ive
bred n r id-winte ' ,  12 to 21 eggs
btri'ig laic. Belli :jz re'ils inc-uhalu
ihe eggs a r d  tl-e chicks nelch in
spring

Ostrich as are known to nsve a
comp :ok social slruclu m. In ATica,
the rrsifi ORtrnh often collects a
Imrcm of several fcniiius which s.ll
lay i n  the same nest. Tne.-e a no
CUdGriCu of one tomato laying n
several nests.

By all accounts, lhe ostrich was
always exlru uuly waiy of . ran,  fc
pond reason. It wgs universally
pursued fur p ulit arid food and
ostriches were ■ vsluable arizes.

The Arabian Ostrich

The ArHoiar ostrich {StnAbfo
cartlcTdJS -SJyT-QCLi-Li j isriuw ext.net. I:
was n gr i l le . -  oir<i man tic var -
rr.js l ivng African terms and war
first fully dcsc'lbcd only in 191 D by
Lord Rn± sch . ri . Wihir two dec
mi. us Ol its Uuii g 1 1 urr cd. Li id  Ar ti
biae tKidi hac neoome gx-
irer-.efy rare one pc traps uxli.nul.
witnou: any study of t .naming been
mode n die wile.

Tnc ostrich has ctocr known Lu . t u
hum so inhabtante of the cesenR
cnc SlCp jOS Ol AiiiUia and net  "by
ra sas of  -he Virtdle Fss i  since ar
uieii; J-ies. Tha os:rk:h figures
regula'ly n prehistoric rock caiv-
ings ■.t 'ougliouL Iht! reg or  a nr: the
efigs have beer founc as g ave
goads in proh.sforc burial mounce
.n Bahrain. There are severe I
mentions of it in the Ba le  and ir.
the Kci Oih.

Tnc Arabian os:.'iel' was e
s l  a-species of the ■.w i  le’s largest
living Oil'd. BOCS.use ot ils size,
even imvelle.-s who did not n o -
mally cascfvc widlite remarked
jpo.n it wt-pn seen. h left tracks
which wore uusi’y i eLuy riizi.uto. i.s
skins a r d  products were sold in
.t;u sujx ,  u.nd i.s eggshells lay in
the desen long after 1hey had
tu.chud. Thus : t u r c  are r'E.ny
written records ar;o able today. It
is ironic that we know more abni.t
the il ilOluOilIb ar c uiiily LwarLte.h
□entii,'? range of  this bird tngn pt
any Other Arab an ui.'d scenes.

In pkrr i rc a map o ’  ’he former dis-
Ir iLj l iui i  Irurr L iu various rccD'ds,
t become nopprent that Ibero
were two separate paeLlstians D"
T e  ostrich ir Arcoia. T.nls was
seemingly not identified before.
One population inhabited the edge
of fhe Rub  1 f.I Khali -- tne Empty
Quarter — in souiricasior i Arabte.
The ether population was in norb-
wustoni Arabia, eiuariu L iu p us-
ent Saudi Arabia frontier with Jor
dan.

Reminder: Snails and
Slugs

Voi.r urwsm&d lane snails Euid
slugs arc '.vented for sclent f is study
anc an scccuming of  it a tenes-lnal
mic freshwater sneilt  of the UAE-

All spacrneiis wil bo gratefully ac
cepted by Chairmen Gery Feiilner,
a 1 ic ccr'Lribu:u's will bo KCp: In
fo mec of prograss. Tnere hsw al
ready been a tew ajrprscs. Il's
easy, ust bag 'em and teg 'em!
P tease reTiembar to record the !u-
cetcr. a r d  the nabitai as 'well br
your narr e, the dale, itfid any ru
m-3r« r .
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ales." It provlc ss a welcome arcl
relatively extensive chrono uo'cal
account of the history of num ar  so
ciety n the LAE as a whole, from
wnai little is so far knoiwn of stone
age CL.tjre he p e, through itts slc-
ceRRive Hcfit, Umm An Nor, 'A1 ad.
Suq. Iron Age, Huller.istiD'PB'tiiiai,
Pre-. rIhi" irt s rd  finally Ihe early,
mid- and am Islamic porkict.

Geology of OmanDubai Natural
History Group
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For touring Oman with h i  ernphas.?
an natural hls.cry, Satnir Hamia’a
Geology u~ Oman is highly racom-
urerdetl i his spira -bound guidu
nut a n y  Explains the geolngy nr.ri
c;ec on io history o x norherri Oman; t
a.su iucljdes 17 sef-drivE field t rps
with date ilecl ceoqrapl' leal and i.ieu
lugica i idles. T tnse make fcr an
excellent day, wtekenc c.p long
vvcckurd Most people whc'va seen
it have os me, 'Where ear- I gut
one?' Unno-t. irately. like so ,-neny
raiurol history books, it is not reacily
Bvailab.e in the UAE. It is pubished
by The -woneal Assccia.ion ol
Oman arid can tn? ordered through
Dubai bookslo'es or from the Fam iy
HocksuDJ in Ona.n. which F a r
brarches in Ml seat and its suburbs.

Th iuuy io j t ,  .ho ajlhur di rwt on
firs" person accounts by many ef tne
□rcncDlog sts who have 'forked in
the UAC, and relates findings here
to events and cultures esav here io
the g reciter Noor East. Added bo
. lu tes i nc jde  a time chart end sn

lueiratec account of t.ne major er-
ct Eolcgics' projects that have beer
1 1 net snake 1 i.o the country. If the in-
lB,-Hsted Err.aiejr were Id uuy only
one book about lhe a-checlogy of
the UAE, hidden Pieties -H.nnuld be
It.

Latest Tribulus

Trihi ih is no y. c ' (Autumn Mi ntcr
19997 i a r1DV ' =vail?!]le. This issue
contn ns gitcles on mosses of the
UAE iiiouriluins. aruheulogiLal in
vestigation of Wadi Safad on ine
East Coast, tt a sio’y Df A -Wathba
la<e u+ere li am Ingoes now breec.
oxca’/atien or the Portuguese fori ;=i
Bidiyab, a rovdy cstab ishcd papula
i o n  of rook hyraz c.n Jene Hefeet. s
oouolc of domsefius new to .f a
UAH. and a wsdi that flnv<ts. tn both
the Arabian Gul' and tho Gall  u ‘
Oman, li also erntnins s number n '
short reviews and research notes.
Copies are availanle at DNHG meet
ings for Elis 1 5.

Traveller's Advisory

Car Trouble Double

It's always Inconvenient to have
suto-iDoile trouble n out-of-the-
way places. Vi'-icn It -leppons.
there's nothing more welnnme
than assistance from an out-ot-
the-wey workshop.

Unfortunate y, a potential p 'ot lem
in these situatiur s s :t e uubs'ble
use ef Im.ialion and substandard
parts. This usually means theret?
d further price lu be paid cuwr: l ie
.mad. RenRr.t experience of  n cou
ple uf DNHG members leaves
1 n a m w o r c e r i n g  w h e t n e r
"o.mcrgcncy repairs' may have
bEen responsib e for (11 a clutch
thar fa.ee unexpected y wifnjn less
.tian :wu ysais, and (2) na tiH
brane tires tnat suffered three lets
in iwu days un vxell-ustid off-ruaJ
tracks

Hidden Riches

I idda i Rictws. by AbL Dhabi euthor
and s.nsteiir r s t n i s l i t  nnc ?rch«-
ologlsl Pelcr llellyCf, was unveiled
to DNHG members et n i s ' -
Em.'OliS 'n'veakuiii;. Tt is lavish y
and art actively il.jstmteri br>o< i$
aotly SLOlltled "Ar A dieu ugical l,n-
troductior to the bribed Arsh Em ■■-
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Off Road Etiquette on DHNG Field Trips

Here arc S few safety point jcj- for those -infam ier '.■■i:h the etiquette o ’  rrevellirg "efr-'cad" .-i a group, whether it
be c riving or hiw nc:

1.0 BEtD'e tne day of the field ; ro ,  find du: aboul Uno kin oral y and any pf.ricu'ar punts, such as luvols of fit
ness for NKIr’Q, diiv ig  skills ar d equiorrert req uired.

2.U hie d Dip mcmbt'S should stey together as a group n.orier the r ip  leede-'s gi.irianoe Kchndy shonlc
=.t-ike cnii 3 ore Dr as a sp Into- ■groun.

2.0 Uocn deoa lu iu  in a yuap/coiivuy -isku sure you :iavn iden:ifieri hoth the leader enrt the e opainted 'tail
end Charlie'.

4.0 Vol nave ths reappng oil ty to mainia n the rr Inimum safe driving distance whilst following the veh de in
firm; ( /you (allowing lu.-dcstcluucsand stones thrown up, bbweI. as animals).

5.0 You nave the rcsponsibili.y Lu be aware □’ rhe venic a banird you. .f it has a problem and the driver must
slow dowr or stop, attract rhe attention of tno d'lvor in front r f you  by lashing yixir headlights smc.'or
sounding yocr llOri. Uelura stopping to render ssR-istarcE. Your signal? shpulc filter through io the
inarier, an that the convoy doesn't rjc: sp it Up.

6.0 Points made In 4.0 and 5.0 l SO appy  Lu 11. king : <aep i.|i the uaca but tie a ware rtf pcras Lie problems/
straggle's behind in a r  effort ;o maintain the Irteg'ky of  the group.

7.0 Any prob ems. shoo'd be cirented m the t ip leads' enc/or 'hail-end Ohanie".

y.D Ur du- r u circumstanDBs should F.nynne leave a convoy o '  hike, to set off home, without notifying the trip
leader.

Gi l id?i'.me‘f drawn r;/t by Ja.9 Dt.n/J'fig
| '

KhushaishE.1 (Al Aryam}, wuru pert
of 0 marine bascc society tnoi ex
p'n led the resojrcHB of the ebb. not
just for su-vivCi, bu; for Irtcrrotlonal
trade..............

‘Before the collapse of t.iR pearl ng
industry, Abu Dnibl's v/oslcm is-
la.ncs were a crucial part of the
cuui 1 Iry'i economy fur Ihuu sar ds uf
years,." Hel.yer acded 'The a'-
ohaeolDnioal evidence shew? that
ihBsa islands arc an integral part tr
ibe his:ory of the country anc of its
people."

Ejfuwrpiud fryj-.rj yji ari'ci'O frtlrrr J/W
Hm'rpfes Mews Arjeocy ,W?y 2jifJi

Dick Hornby steps down
as ENHG Chairman

Di RiClidrd I Ion: by. profess cna: bi
ologist, first scienli f c d .-uoio- of the
Mstionel Avipn Research Centre
■ih'ARCj, IcCliror and zuiho'  uf sev
ered oommigg onec studios of  the
flora, fau.ia arid envi'enment of the
UAE. and Cnainron snee  Septem
ber 1993 o- tie Emirates Mate's 1
H. StO.'y croup in Abu DI- BO.,
stepped enwn 3? =NHG Cha.riliail
In March In onJur to autorrmndHte
incessing professional 'esponsib Ill-
lies us Academic Edi.or tor Die En
cyclopaedia of i if e Support Sys
1ems, c p 'Sjeci c l  A.ol Dhuoi’s Inte'-
riBtional Centre *or Water and En
ergy Systems. ror:b'iDldly. □ink will
remain availtole s= s resource ’or
all those ntcrcstod in thu wi dl la

and urvi io i r r -ur l  ot tno UAE.

The Abu Dhabi Islands

Elud es c t  did wOStaru inlands or
Abu Dhab have shown tnat ;hey
playud a crucial part in the iznun-
t'y’s a r cen t  I'istcry. Says Peter
HEllyer, □irec; of the Abu Dhabi
Is lone's Ai t  iCiuukugical Gurvcy.
"Many of the western islands are
alrnusf deserted today, buttha avi-
de ice from arahaeoloG cal surveys
and excavations t t iows that they
hsve been of major importance for
the C'CvSlCpiiieriL c t  Liie cuuriry
from R.’m.nd 7,fJfl<J yearn Aon unlil
the end ot the pearling industry
E’uj r  d fifty years ago.
Islands ike Kafai. ti e two Yuuutd,
Sir Bar.i Yas n nd Merawah . a nc as
far eas; as .Abu a Abyudh u ic Bj
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name tel home

Gaiy Feu lner  336 5573
massages: 29G 5300

Va Icr ic  C h a imers 34£? 40  ” 0

Peter Griffin 394 0342
e .mail gr ff :5; c i— h a les  .nd.au

Kathy  B i r d  260 3607
h mail ksrhyb££eTiirstEs.net.ae

Bery l  Coma r 344 22  ? 3
e .ma l :  comar d n i i s  Les. 1 i d . u a

Mary Bcardwood 3 2 2346
e. " i s i  : m kEme ry emirates. net

J a n  D e n n i n g  231 ' 63

tel office fax

331 352 U .1500 531 3371

nc calls pls 353 3727

354 D3<2 354  0352

Vo lun tee r  requ i red  2533647

34 4 224 3

-43 3?6
oe

331 14G3

Cnai 'man

Vice C l ' e rmen

I rocs ji or

Ma- iUers t ip  Suq-b:s y

SpoccorCo-orci ik ' i tcr

Fielcirip Co-o'dinalor

i-iold.r p (Jo-crdir iu!oi

brews FrtRr Eri.'or

P l  oli-sne

Libri ir id.i

Sales Assistant

Anns Griffin 394 0342 394 0342
E.rnail: grff.ftflrr irates .ne t.ae

Peter v a n  Amsterdam 265 2519 335 5455
e mail - ovEna&e -mates .net.ac

Deanne  Whi te  344 15’10
u. n ib’l: c’y wtii’.E @e. -  irates. net.ne

Vo lun tee r  r equ i red

304 0352

2591 354

Ch.af Eng neer James Pardoe 266 5427

. \ ienbe i  a l  Large Sandy  Fowler 34 4 2243 no callB p ls 344 2243

Pus i r i us i c Ce i l  Gordon 679 499

Memos _ Bh p Ass stem Bariaare Hayward 39-  z 91 (330 329 337 575

Welcome to the DNHG
Committee

And d ’anks ts Jcrr.es Pardoe '.vao
nas vclur tsered to help be: up  said
opermo our auc io -vs j s l  equp-
rnenl  a t  rnael ngs, surxEeriing ou>
golng bngl re&lng Officer Bob
W i i te. s. HriiEii anc: his ’iDitier
Ma ry  A l l "  have  beer legulors d l
n -pn thy  meetings gnd field trips
si.'icc their arrival n DLaai  last
Autumn.

Wc still Pavo a vacancy for Mem
barBhiD Secretary, the require-
m e r f s  for ± r, pns t ion  are nnn - -
p j tQi  ILui i icy ard io“i l iari1y will
A.anRnB database, and a races  = .ty
to o l icnd -needugs, where most o -’
the members '□ i ur -b rew.
F ease contact any of the oomrl t -
tee members r you reel that you
could help oct Ir 11’:$ capacity.

eared anc ?. bu n uw wc u : c -
ported from .Nee? e Eheba.

Elsewhere in tna Em raies, a reri-
fciclcd Vlcon 'Was uvei Al Wadhba.
and the gram kno t  is  still a t  Umm
alAJc.twa.n. A Crus led honey buz-
za-rl and a hn.nev nii?7F-ri were
seen over Aiu b iabi's Muthrif
pHiapR Gardens, r jfus bust- chats
n o neVf appuar ng a t  Al Jazsarah
KhO”.

7i'?e abo'/e re.tx r rS tui'rcv.' Jrarn
Ti’. i-.bs, : Gutfe. erfjfeii' Simon
Ai.-pi7.ai',1 u.nd Fefer PG Bex

AJbu i iiYJtv,

s. mail’ najuyisn2!eiii.i r ares..net. se

Bird Watch for March

I he Sp i r g  ui ful ior i  may  oe com-
inc. io  an enc but "he h-'&ec ir j sea
son is well u ’ luur  way wi:F s pa r of
whitE-tailed plover; at Dubai's
WIlTlpty PIS,  and a eair of
Bar alli's esg as a t  Qurreyah, both
dSOlay i l f .  A grasshopper warder
a'rs seen ft the Emirates golf
cuuise, a long wi't: an  ari.j l: whhe-
eyed OLZzarc.

A ic.’.’ wo'/u j I ar ivLls was i ' i  uv -
dense incuc ing  Eurooea.-i bee-
c a . c s  f.nd Rutous bushchais At
Mush ir -j r k were a soptlec eagle
ano a n s os<c;d si  ”icc. w i c i c  t i roc
d s y i i m e  re a b i b  rer E r n c s ' i
i > : rmed l  scrips <iy,-| wc-re Icjcateu.
A.  the 'A'irnpey c i s  i n  Dab?  were
rirgeri and grey plovers, .bar-lailud
god w la, Th.’h.i ft id  c.jrrew’ sa rdp i
pers and  a b a c <  eared y/Ticatcar.
A possib l t  bjIT-tiE lied pipit v;a5
seen in Creekside P u k .  A s t iu  i -



 

Dubai Natural History Group Programme
Lectures at Jumeirah English Speaking School, Oymnaslum 7.30 pm for 3.00 pm

J u r e  4; Members' Night r Iclcn Emery - Ethiop a: People, Culture R.nc Rel.gicn
M Ke Lorr gon ■ Kuwd i Oil 1 "iris
L jban Mnac - Scorpions' Ta rs
K m  V.' nite Rd s. ns Egyp lian T aitoiscs

Sep! ' 7 Peter Cunringliai” - Adaptat ns of Desert Mamii£ls.'Rcpl os

Field Trfps ■DNHG iriern barb only, plezse).

April 2C.-21 Sir Ben. Yas Island
A chnrice to sec :hc tiers, fauns and ar&iiMCjlos ual sites
on this pri B:e y oi' jrec s 3rd.

Mrs Valerie CHALMERS
PO Box 12070
Dubai
LAE

From: DNI G, FO Ejx C-23x. 3uba , UAE


