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pooie’’ What is nohhlite? How
much farther? Whcr  is lunch?Members’ News
Early morning on May T 4 lound
member Chris Spelter and her
dajghto/ RachoJ clpplng their foes
i-i the sea at the Jumei-tah Reach
Park. Feet wh’b t astily removed
however when they s girted two
schools of sea snakes, aruurd 30 'n
each group, in shallow water. No:
surprisingly Chris and Rachel de
cided to take their swim funher up
too tjcach.

All Change

ForrrRr Gazelle Editor Nell Curds
has been in touch from Veicouvbf ,
British Columbia, to give us his now
address and pass cn good newa bs
well. Sarah quickly found 3 job and
NpjI has boon (Vtoopted in a gradu
ate programme at Simon Fraser
Universty, leading to a Masters Dc-
gieu in Rasourue Management, y/ifo
a specialization In tourism, uulduui
recraatan and parks.

Neil thanks bIJ those here who CUl:l-
VTMl Olid O.ICOuiayCd his interest in
natural history. He's- looking forward
to cr jcyhg the fircs.1 outdoors in
Canada, out after hsv.'na had the
feeling of exploring tors incognita .n
the LIAE and Orrnn he was s.ighily
disappointed to find that he can ob
tain maps of everyplace in BC. He
Olso cui nr: unis that EC is a big
change from Arabia In lei r is of lhe
preparation and equ pment neces
sary for outdoor activities. Instead
of worrying at-OL.'t overheating and
Turning out o'wotor. t ic  now has to
worry about kaeping worm and
keeping body and gear dry.

We're sorry to have to say goodbye?
tn Geni anc Eob White. I hoyTC
retiring at the e.nc nf the school year
and return Ing to live li: Eugene, Ore
gon. Gen. ; , in fact, has been back
for a couple Of muiilhs tistablistiirig
thair new home. Eob hag been OUT
Engineering Officer for lhe pas: taur

years, during which he has nod a
noar pur fact attendance record and
contributed vrrlous reports on st lulls
and recks.

"Micmli-e" Mike Kerley Is also retir
ing and he end Janet will be  return
ing to England ir June. Before they
leave ■‘luwevUr they will be taking a
week's holiday in Cyprus, Mike is a
former UN FIG Speaker Coordinator
n r d  wrs energetic end imaginative
In tl.'S efforts to find and att'act naw
ord interesting speakers, able to
twist anus u' bend elbows will -

equal ease.

Stephan Green was back ir the
UAE in March and April, mostly wl:h
business responsibilities, but no also
found time for a family visit to foe
A'flbian Wildlife Centre in Sharjah,
liaison with local arch&ologlsts, and
a day's irvestigaticn of  ardnasology,
rock art arxl small animal life (snails,
scn.'pinns, dragonflies, butterflies
and a togfoss lizard (7!)) in foe
mountains near Masafl.

Gary Feulnar led a ua.uje hite Tur
Dubai Boy Scouts (and about as
many partn ls j  in mid-Ap.'il in the
Massfi ares Despite the oo r t hung
drought they wO'C able to see vari
ous pond life e.od a number of flow
ering or ''r -riling plante, shrubs end
trees. The h'gh'ighi of foe day was
a rod 1OX. Many ol  the questions
were those w all seem to have:
how do rhe wad Tish get to thair

END OF SEASON
Get-Together

This popular fuiiCtiur will be tiuid al
fris Duber Country Club on Tuesday
B 1 * June. The cost is Dhs S5 pur
person for a buffet and grape juice.

The annual photographic competi
tion will bo held for tho DHNG Tro
phy. Members are inviled to Enter
one photograph on a r y  natural his
tory subject.

There will a so be a wide-ranging
■‘Natural History team quiz with
prizes.

Tickets w l l  oe ava.labe and pay
ment required at ths nent masting
or Sunday 4’" Juno, so make a
date in your dia rr y.



Pajjj 1field trips and clips......
AN OMANI
EXPERIENCE
18/19 October

In order io forge doser Inks V/i;h
M&TboiS cf  Lie ['/I'jscai Historical
Association, we are plannirg a
jQ.nl: venture on inc IBUVISHh Oc-
ioher to visit Rar. al Had beach ,
the site where Green Turlies can
ba jiHE.n nesting. Ferhe.35 some
hatch. iilys Will Edlau ubliga by ap-
pesrirg at the seme dme. We
have L.Ttngiod cur weekend to
start on the Wednesday evunirg.
with an C m a r i  meal p us tradi-
toral  music, at the bcaulAl  pur l -
ricuse dat of Siw Raniaps.a. Srw
has 10 looms svailablo for bee
and b J udkfa&L aL very reasonable
prices. On Thursday we slxil. be
camping on ItiS beach. Ras al Had
is a 5 hour drive from Muscat, and
4 wIibhI drives are needed- It is a
long cum ey. but -.veil wonti L!

If you d ie  interested in putting yeer
name down ftr this trip- oleese
contact Mary BcanJwood 3422546
a. mail mi/em ary@amiratRS .n r! .ae
or Fi Skennerton 35571 50 o.niail
sahf  nerf ijrjrr kidu jai.ca ,ae

15 passes will he avails hie for niir
group. Wo shall havo a guica with
us to re.. us el about the .ife cycle
ul the tu tkjs. A ’.rue adventure is
promised!

Highlights from the In
ter-Emirates Weekend
9/10 March 2000

Members of lhe 3 Natural H story
Groups from Aul 1 D.'iabi. AJ Ain and
Dubai galhe-ec al die recently refur-
□ish&d Hilton Hc:eI in Fujairah, on
Thursday sflernoor.. There were ;wo
Tips DhB tc Khor Kalbs for bird-
watch ng, and the other to visit toe
Old Town and Fujeirah Luseum,
among olher Places of  historical n-
tenejt. Unfortunatefy Be-yl Con ar,
who wilt’ lha rest 01 1110 SUb-
enmr" ittee hari organ seri rhfi wreeK-
end, v/as unaba to alien d, sc Vale
rie Cl"8l.Tie’& very kindly ceme io the
IUSCU  J

First slop was the museum where
the curator gave e talk and iold of
uitiur bLild'ngs w u ’ t i  seeing within
waking distance, inciuding the for
mer ras dance of the fait: Hr of the
presen; -uler of = uje.rai The group
ihe.n hac a look around ih a rruseurn
rt$tdf Ne t they -.-f=de lhe:.- way to
Ifie Fuairah Fo l  whic i was being
restored From t i e  fort they d'ove
lu KhIUej Lu visit .Im Kliur Kalbu Fu. l
(celled PAI Hosn'l. They then wa.ked
across the -cad to vis.'t tho Sheikh of
Sharjah's house which has been
beautifully restored and when has a
wonccr f j l  col lccton o' cnceni
manuscripts.

After enjoying esriy evenirg sun-
dovAtors, everyone assembled in
rhe hotel hsllnonm io has r tne  guas:
speaker Minnie Van Dor Weg talk of
her life end wp-k in the Mfitemity-
HuspilEjl in Fcjeiiati Oviif lhe Iasi 30
odd years. She gave a most emer-
taining account, illustrated by serne
excellent dd slices. Winnie's talk
wgs fnllObVac by the first part of the
quiz. The second pari of Lie culz
whs hNd under the stars during the
buffet dinner.

The diatribe ton of the Giant Skip
per seems to be determined
largely by L ie occurrence ax ts lar
val food-plant, Acritfccarous crien-
intis, n arge st rut) nr small tree
common In lhe Ma, ar Mountains o f
Oman but essential?/ absent north
of Wadi JIzzL Thus lhe Gb it
Skippar can be seen in the Al-Ain
area but not elsewhere ,n the UAE.
Small numbers cf  4. ortenfs.'/s ere
found at tho Hanging Gs.'duris
(Jebal Qfitar] and Jebel Ha'eet. so
1110 G.art  Skipper can suri atimes
hft seer there

A. ewenta.'/s Is feund both in wcdls
(where it appears to occupy the
niche of die wadi fig) and on Hit
hides between about M0-12M
meters. Both the adult butleifly
and the caterpillar can be feund on
or arcund A. crici?rofls sarubs. h"
you sse a snr.jh with many lower
leaves par ty  eate i. ooser inspec
tion m?y well reveal one or more
Caterpil Hrs, either on a b.-arch or
hidden wiihin a re led ‘eat held to
gether w t h  silk Lrireau.

D j o ins  of tho Giur l  Skippui have
bean notec rea'  Wadi Kilr.ah,
SCUtll of Wadi Jizzi, in October anc
November in past years. Giar.t
Skippers were also common
faong with the Caper White but
ierflyj in March 2000 from toE
Wadi Jizzi area south to the Jebol
Akhdar. t is not known whether
spring blooms a io  an annual phe-
remsnon or only sn  ccoaeional
one.

Several Grant Skippcis scun :n
late March Lq Wedi Kitnah were
Observed to "dip" ihernsalvos
lightly to touch the surface of the
water as they flew over sma I waci
pods. Wore they drink.ng? Cool
ing CT?

Report by Gary Feutiw

Giant Skippers all year
round?

The Giant  Skippar butterfly
(Coefectes srtc/iJscs JuccyidEi} is a
medium-size browr butterf y with a
distinctive vJi La patch in the centre
of iis wirgs (donT contosc i l  with
the White-Edged Rock Brawn
which h.as a white roar rim). Like
skippers ganarolly. it hd3 a rda -
fvely large body and head - mum
iko a motn than a butterfly - pnri
the Giant Skipper's head is bright
Orange. The cata-pi !sr cf the Gi
ant Sk.pper is also very distinctive ,
being relative y large and ccloLned
with oltem sting bands of white and
Catsup-red.

l he follow. ng day was taken up wrtn
a var'fity nf  ciffarant activities before
the return home. The -eperts of
sar'ia of these fellow cn Pages 3
and 4.

deport Jby Vs/erfe Gba-.'flie/s
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Indigenous Plants and
Trees with Dr Reza Khan

Dr Khan choice of w-aci Hayl a t  a
rauta .TEarit that we wtxulc see a var -
ety nf specimens, f long v,'ith the Sig
nature frees Dt AiUbia: s«fr, sca-
Gi:.a, After slopping 10 taste ihc nult
From both sidr End rig, we lookec jp
to view iVfon'/).ga jcc/rcyrjiti Liohs on
t i e  hghest eievaticns of ircuntaln
□oak where IF noy prefer to grow, away
f iom srborial competition.

Closer to ground level wcto noted
standards sucn as Dyerop/iyfum i'o-
c'/ce (wile ne go), fcph/os.'a apOhfriea,
and Euftosrofa Janes which is weil
Known locally as a matching rnate-icl.
Then trai -hlnzing ihmugh toick under
growth, wc came Lpcn a much less
common specimen; r&cofiie.'fa th'Jdu-
fiite with its profusion of large, bright
orange fowera mat had uvuryoiie's
camera caching. These flowers are
favoured by the Purpto 8 unbind
(/UDctarims as.toffcaj, which we were
also lucky to see. As mentioned in last
rttoillh'S Gazelle, Dr. Khan managed
to spot a wild olive Tee-much to his
glee, ss i l  is rarely -acorc'Ed.

□nd dragonfly. In tos sig de
surfed village nr' the RAK s du,
some restoration work appears to
be under way. Tha house with the
three grnding sicnes has beer.
Ckrurud out ynd tidied Exploring a
itila funner afield, we found tr.nre

pictograpas. and a channel that
:cok village wbIet over the edge
.nto the wadi below. Obvously,
toere is .Enrnet rues ton r r i ich wa
ter for all to bo conserved.

Sadly, Ltiu buduli'd acueducl ba-
tween the road and v.l'ane hss
been destroyed. This seams to
hp.ve been to.e work o f  humans, as
Itic laigc Stunts u.u gone, and
toiBre sre no signs of florid dam
age. Sma I woncor that ihc shady
vl age further up has been closer,
off with racks concctcd togetho'
io prevent v.-irtor sccesa. There is
grattll on the side 01 a htkiso to
this to. age now,

The Abu Dhabi contingent en; eyed
the arctiuculog real sites ed much
that we ended 1he day by
tooTi to see the large cxccwitod
communal grave at Shimaal. It
was a good end to a great week
end in Fujeirah.

Rapnri by Anna ilffi'Jair

Birding with Steve
James

Many toanks to Sieve Je.ties -cv
an excellent binding weekend Ji
a rlC aiOunc Fujairah. AL uvary
etnp he eet up h s Tcnncirhr 30
that a.i tho group could gm a gouc
viev/ cf each bine sighted and over
tne two days we saw rnnra than 3D
different species, too many to
mention in tois report

On Thursday afternoon some of
tnc oirds seen on the oorniche
wsra EDCoire cormorants, E-ociy,
black-headed nnd ycllow-lcggod
guils. Pie most exciiir.g Eight ngs
were st rhe Khor Kalba man
groves. Suen hare were tne en
dangered While Collared Klng-
fst iH  - of wI lg ' i  there are only 30

Continues' on Page 4

rah prchaeologiSn Ahmed Snansl.
Teohr icul dilTculLus liriilud ■ul- dis
cussions o '  significant sites such as
the long tomb a: Die ya deoQ bc)
□nd others. So wb were t-eateri to a
first hand tour of toe ro consiructon
of '.he furl arid surrounding village- in
central Fujaireh. Seen in toe v ' logc
woro Ito- JSCS with gabled roofs, a
very different architecture from trndi-
ttonal Arab nous ’ ig .  The far. has
seen many battles, the last :n  1325
batwaeu Shikh Harn ad and 1he Brit
ish political resident.

Evidence c* war could bo found in
Itic collection of cannon ball a in Am-
rik PlF.hrj'5 oTicc. Am,'Ik Is ,n choree
of life maturation and gave je- tech
nical types a fi-st hand look at tn?
workshops where th ay are reprocuc-
ing msny rrt t i e  repacemem archi-
tDCLra. features, doors, windows,
beans and even the plaster used on
the walls us ng anginal tEchnciocy.
Thank you Amrik. The aftomou.i
found us  just down the read over the
Hajar mountains In yvodl I lam. which
was unusually dry. We were met
by the local 'keener" of toe fori who
encouragcc photographs the Fort
anc himself. The Bknah ton con
trolled the pessago torougi Wadi
Ham f a  late as the 10ih century.
Evidence cr people living in the re
gion as far back es '35C - 34JODC
has bear' Fou’ic in the tombs in the
area.

Here toe party split up willi some
lu tu r r i ng  ho™ whi le  others
ohenkec out sites dMcrlbco in the
mon ling rjycussiariE. Litta pvoien-
t a n  is r-ffgfo ec these s.tcs and peo
ple had io  be careful tu protect the
digs Tom accidental damage.

fleporf cy  RouCoti Lo'/afaca

The Wadi Bih option, with
Peter van Amsterdam

lhi£. was taken only by Abu Dhab'
penple, nil newcomers 1q toe NO'th-
ern Em rales. Four ueuple in hvc
□er? joined us, and toiey found sc
much ul inturesl that we tied rether
a f,Iqw to p through I Despite ;ho vui y
dry curidiions, 'ab saw a lot cf in
sects - beetles, hornets, burerf  ius.

Adding furthp.r interest to the expec i-
tlo.h V.'OS a stop to w=jr:der round toe
a d sumn-e.' palace of toe Ruler of Fu-
uhuli, loll wed by -j walk along the

wadi bed w.th it's pools a r d  flowing
alre-am. The aftorruun cutin g provac
a delightful top. made more SO by the
Chance Io watch 0 Blue Rock Thrush
i iWonifctua soffariijA; on his perch,
and a '.Ya.di Racer [CcVvijer rfredora-
efifg) hc'vinc 3 swim In the stream,
□ur thanks to Dr Khan tor a l  his ef
forts and cmhusiasin.

rtapurt Ly Jan Darwitoj

Archaeology with Robert
Lovelace

9;30siT found 12 history, u.itiquitos
and engineer ig tuffs ncjlfectec n the
ballroom of tnc Hilton Hotel. Fujairah
to l.tten to a presentation by the Fujai



field trips
E.maii your reports to
griff® em i ra tes .  ne t .  ae ,
(Arial 10 justified) or de
liver them on floppy disk at
monthly meetings.

washed up again about 45 minutes
later, apparently unable to over
come the heavy 5b rt. wi-?t to do?
With the assistance cf  lifegu arc’s
(for whom she fil.ee in briefly) she
obtained a bucket and filled It lov
ingly with seawater and a uurilurl-
a b a  bod of algas anc took ths little
turtle, naw abv’ausly a bit weak, tc
□r Re?a Khan ei Dubai Soo.

Sadly the little one couldn't be -n-
d-iC&d to Oat. and despite viternn
shots it died a few rays later.
Hcza reports mono chaorlully.
however, that it had th a nmpany
a'  two other young hawksbils
brought in at aboul the same time
(seu the March 2000 Gazelle),
each slightly anger, Loth cf which
ate and su ivec. Ona also bsns-
lled from a scrubbing tc remove
barnaclEa. Why ths sudden an-
pcarancc of  all those harwksbllls 0
Was it the heavy E-sas that b'DLghi
them to hum on attenton? Ct was
there a seasonal hatching? Or
something else?

Patricia cculcn't resist g o n g  on
line ta investigate o.n her pwn. She
says she was amazed al how
much inton-giion was available
and says the hawksbill was readily
identifiable. She ac'da that she
also oogt l Lu realize fiuw easy it is
I d  get caught up in these I tile
"mysteries" of  natural history.

Efocolra Cormorants
by Frank Janzis-

April Wadi Walk

A palm fringed natural nasia wen
the area of exploration for Unis walk,
up a wadi located in a neiural o ear
ing some elg.nl kilcmeircs along L iu
Planada road.

As tcur guides far th.a day, Allan and
Marilyn Hartley showed ihu group ut
fourteen members the extent of
their OKp.'oratio’i trips avBp the past
few months in the Itope to at they
COUld al I act a connection through
rhe werii and over adjacent moun
tains to a second wad located a fur
ther five kilomet-es along t ie Ma-
hada ruad. So iar Ihis connect uri,
follow ng a c r cua r  tour, had proved
i luslve. I fowovor, iha group en
joyed the t r p  even though it was
rather hot. Must members easily
consuming the obl’gatory three litres
of wale - .

And w.nat did they see..... Sadly
without water n lhe wadi the natural
work is at survival level. In the I tile
pond that remains - throe toads,
same wadi fish, a water ssn.-pin.n
and a number of dragon ties pro
vided some interest. A smg. snake
of unknown Identity was also spot
ted in a tree.

Elsewhere springtme tried to shew
itself w ih  tha edd f lower adding a
splash of colour to the waui walls.

ftejoor! iy Aflarr 4- Marilyn tfartfey

Hawks bill Re scue II

pairs left ill II ; u bid=j. and Liu Booted
Warbler. sl&o known as Syke's War
t ier.  Amcng utticra s Dotted at the
mangraves were Wnin’herels. West
ern Reef Hcruni i-i butt: phases.
Leaser Sand Placer and a Clamorous
Reec Warolcr.

i n d a y  foi nd ihta twitehsra out and
atwii.t from early in the morn ng until
mid Often idun. The mangroves were
re-visited, followed by the nearby
beach. Great Cormorants were sitting
on s reck cut at sea off the uu- niche
while a Rock Thrush flaw frrt m crass
jp into the palm on tne central reser
vation of Lho dual car  p iE.gewzy. After
breakfast it was on to lhe fish drying
buds wtterU Ringed. Kent'sh, s.nd Lit
tle Ringed Plovers were corgrogadrig
on lhe track, and an Isabelline
Wh  earear was seen bclwccn tho two
bads of  drying r f  mines. Then on to
Lhe Qurayyah pools v.he-e 20 dilfere ii
l i r ds  were observed including Black-
wl.iged Stills. L.LIte Stints, Ruff.
Wnodchat Shr’ke, Te-mminck's Stints
a Chrne WagiaiL and a pair of
Bonelli’s Eagles. Tne nriFl slop was
at 3 dry gravel plair, with acacia trues
(camp, ate with ape tows' .nests) and a
few palms. By this l i t re,  in th a hast,
there were not many binds tc be seen,
Hxcapt a Hoopoe, a.n Indian Roller,
P.ir.ole bur birds, and L tile Graeii Bae
Eaters.

This month’s
Contributors

The Editor would l ike to thank
lhe folkiwirig for their reports:

Jan Deming
Valerie Chalmers
Peter Cur  Hingham
Gary Feulncr
Anne Griffin
Allan and Marilyn Har.tey
Ann any lan Helt
Frank Jarvis
Robert Lovelace
Ar: ne Milieu

.Report fry Anne Gr;;?7/?

The Quiz: IL was an Adu Dhabi
team 1hal prevailed .n thia audio-
visuH.' intellectual cc-rpetidon, engi
neered by uur own Vice ChF.inran Vai
Chalmers The winners warn Keith
G bbirts. Mollie MtjQuar.'ie and John
Reid.

Patric’a Rosettl was on tnc beach
near Mina Slyahl on one of last win
ter's wine lest days =.-id found a baby
hawKsbill lurtlu, only 7-8 inches,
washed Sahara ay the storm. She
waced ill as far as she dared to re-
Icasc i l  in the sea, bui fiiur.n it



additional news ..I PiLtre 5

stroll around tha grounca. Thare
we? not time to see everything bin
it was a tabdr- atirg weekend. Ttie
Dhafre hotel is tenronghty reenm-
mended and the.'o is al&o btsic
Hccomrnodaticn on tne island t-
iul'. Many c l  us tell Lha I a Iwu cay
vij i t ,  accompanied by s cuide,
would be the best wzy to □>;parc.

Many I t ia i lm lo Mike a i d  J., lur
pitting so much effort into f -idi-ig
out ;hc details of  haw .he island
can be vi-sited, thug enaoling us tc
see this .ntngumQ place.

NB; Mike and jii nave ottered lo
ren e second trip to Sir Beni Yes -i
lhe uulu 1 1 in wriun l i e  wcalhci
cools dowr.

Trip to Sir Bani Yas
Island - ApriJ 2 1 5 '

IL vAJs If 10 I rst trip tor i t c  DNHG io
thia ialsnc, go 3 new and Interest
ing OxpD'icicc J or tho leaders, Mi
chael and Ji : l Oates, and ;he arge
group of intrapic field trippero. A
lang crive tn Jebel Dhgnp "erupted
some pCOp'H io slay overnight e.L
:he hotel which was a heairifn: oa
sis after Hie aarien dosorl. Bird
Watchers were rewarded by wme
Interesting i c i  euls in iho hotel
gardens.

Ann h-.ncJ .rg/j Ha'f .report

“he channel to the islo.ic is narrov;
and t:ia low, undedining tna fact
that hack in the ice-age Sir Dan
Yas was part ot the mainland.
Now owned hy She <n Znyed bin
Sultan AJ Naryar ,  tho is and has
been turned into a fascinating mix
ture cf Y/ldl fe ruSuivc, biuudiry
centre end experrneiTe! agricul
tural estate.

The boat trip lives some 30 rr in-
j tas end it arrived at a c.naysde
W.llch Is part Of the waterfront tor
two palaces. Buses had been cjr-
nnnised to take us round tho islt'nc
with the drivers setting nlT cn a
wt’lriwnd lour cC ip.c remarkable
variety □’ anima. & srr l  birds. An
edeed bones wms the inulus ui: of
Dr Re?a Kh? i  tot  Dubai Zoo,
who .vos keen to sue as much as
possible in the day so we were
ublc '.c got goed views of  most that
whs on show.

Muck, of the shad is flat and d :-
V.dOd into a mixture of pens and
large open areas, al planted with a
variety a J teas and shruos. To
see so m a r y  Rheem Gazelle and
Black Buck roaming c-ompletaty
free w s an air.azing slgln, along
wilh a r’lixtura o J Corr mon Eland.
Defas  sa Walerbuck.  Add  ax.
Rf:UO. Emu, Ostrich, Zebra, Si.mffe
airi Arabian Oryx.

We were even provided with lunch
in lhe work's canteen. ended
tho afleniuon with a step h: Sneikh
Zpyed's palace and had a pleasant

Dubai Natural
History Group
Recorders
Kepti L Jr Htm. k F.r.ri
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Bird Report from
Sir Bani Yas Island

SwhIIows (Rustical) wars ebbti fra-
quentty going to the greenish
edges and centre of the road on
t ie 'eng drive te the Dhofa Beach
Hotel.
Note/ G/uurras arnoa/K/ icnjC:  2
Hoopoe, 1 Rock tin.nh, 1fi + H
Red Throated Pipit, 2 Gatto Egret,
5 to 10 OrtilF.n Bunt ng, 3 Ig fbe-
llne Snr.ke, 2 Yellow Wagtail, 10 te
2C European Bee-earers 1 Female
Redstart, Swalows, Pallid Swift, 2
:o 4 laaoelline Whee"esr Honge
Spar-Owfi, Palrn and Oullumd
Doves, 3 Turtle Doves, Tree Pipi;
1 Rufus Bushchat, 1 European
Roller, 2 Black Crowned Finch
Lark, ' Spotted Ftyca:uher.

C S-SJing te .S/r n’ari,1 Yas
Harbour: Osprey on the clirT.
write Crocked Terns.
Orrf at sea: Brie led Terns, Soootre
Conner ants.
On 5Y  Ba/?r Yas; House Sparrows,
Palm Doves, V.'ni:B Cheekac Bul
buls. 3 Slender Billed Gulls. Fe
male Montagua’a Herriar s t  the
Ferry.
fnfratfdjcetf: Egyptian GoDFie,
Crowned Crane, Guinea Fowl.

Repent riy Rranfr
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IrverlDoralu cjssu 'iblagus and arti
ficial reefs by -meeker Torn t i e
UK, Germany, Oman and Qaki i .

Session 4 was r.mizcd 10 dlsccs-
siuns (UK & USA delegates) on
corgi reefs, especial y trio cnvlron-
rruntal factors affeezirg .mef corals
as well as the faze of rccte and
rriunituri'ig tachniqi.ies to deter
mine change. A dis lubmg laulur
is Lie! the mEjcrity of Abu D.na.ni : s
corals have ded  in , 'ecerl yuure
due to hig.ne- than normal sea-
wg-gr temperatures Ir the summer
~i criths.

Session 5 whs dcz.mir azed oy f ish'
cr l  0 S ros C l rc  h na na g ern en t
stmteg eR for me UAE. Szc.trstcs
Show that the UAE fish natch has
increased from 64. DUD metric
Lenius in 1975 Lu 1 14,000 metric
tones ir. ' 998  with t i e  number o r

f iSICii ici i  and boats increasing
from 4.000 g i d  1,003 :o 18, fOCl
one 7.G0C during zti-u same tima,
respectively.

Day 3: Enc angered Marine S.JC-
ClCS, Marina ana Coastal Birds sne
Human Interactions in the Uoasto
Zor 0

Scsaiur 6 focuser; on the distribu
tion and abundance of cugcnyu,
dolphins and turt.es as well as zFr
assessment of turtle nesting sites
from iha UAE. G5% of dugorg
sightings (estimated population u'
2,600) ware withn 3 4B km radius
cf Mu.'-awah Island while an  es t -
mstEd pcpulgzion of 12.000 turtles
(pf&du ninant y Green ZLrtles) were
detem-ined witniiz Abu Uriah I wa
ters. A paper was also pre-santad
on the whales ard  dolpri ns of the
Arabian Pan insula.. Five species
of baleen whales and 1 d sauuics
of teethed whelp.-i, dolphins enc
porpoises (only u io porpoise - Ta-
less porpaiae) are <npwn to ooour
in WOlfi'S eff ll io A/abiari Ponin-
suls. Papers were p'esented by
Dr's PiCUn and Xtiller f.r om Austra
lia s r d  Roherz Ralcwin from
Oman.

Session t (on&lrcd by Simu i Aspi-
iiall'i, discuss; ad the ccnservgzipn

and mon ioring of saab ;ds e nd
gitrebirds fre.rn the UAF, Domestic
ciilo arc ruspor siUu lur nugu mo'-
zslitifls on nesting sesbircs, espe
cially burowng spcc.cs such as Iht
Red-billec Trap ich ire. Oiled sesnird
rohabi.iiaiicn a-3 well as Lhe deicdis
nf rhe Al . lezye nil sail., which rzo-
cur'ttd curing la'e January off Abu
Dhabi, leaking approximately 20C
lonriu-si u r fjH. oil, were also dis
cussed (Dr Pearson ERA1 DA). The
duG.-uasc in animal divc&ity as a
result of the ‘Aral -Sea Prob
lem" (.uworirg ut the sou level by
17m anc a threefold ir crease in sa
lirrity), cbueb(! by human interfer
ence, was presented by Dr G u b i
from Kfiszakstan.

Session 8. Peter Hpllyer end Msrk
Doccr d.scussed me arc iacohgy 01
J tzE coastal erees of the UAF v/.zh
PJaik's p usciilatic. i ir dicalhig Lhu
uf-b af  aronaen. ngical fish remains
ts recons irucl ancienl list ing prac
tices.

Day <: Fuzure Prospective and
Planning for Change In lhe Coastal
Zare

The If.eI session ma nly fncused nr
lhe use and hrpoca/ico of saluirie
ceta to map soastpl hah tats. Qtrier
prusui i t i i l iu i is .nuludud Gliria'.c
change and msnaqemenz; tone [Z 0-
cuciioii, cu-ifslul proluCiioii and coii-
ae'vaton; sustainable development
cf  mangrove acosyulurris and tnc
stole of trap cal coastal halophytes
by spaake'E from the Matherianc&,
Austria, ERWDA anc Sudan.

Report joy Haier Utwri/n /iam

The Second Arab Interna
tional Conference and Ex
hibition on Environmental
Biotechnology -Coastal Habi
tats):

Thu Carr  mission of Envrc imental
Research (CF.T) 7/33 InsiruiTier.iJ 1 in
the suggcesIuI o-gQriiBiion af the
above mentioned conforcrcc 0 1
Coastal Habitats helG at ths Off cars'
Cub in Ahi. Ohsoi hetweer B cad 12
April 20U9.

Day Mangnovasi, Saltr - H;sh and
■Seegrass

Session 1 was dusiyiiutcd Lu dulfiu-s
presetting jmoe's pr the mar grove
resources of  the UAE as- well as the
gerazic character smion of man
groves and its role ' i  corscrvatiori
arid .’ns iicgerne-it tr iidf=. wetigrds
TCtrn Aust'S : a to Vietnam. .Aucordiry
1.0 yalirna:ee rr:ada byrerrtrte ss.nsing,
there creabou: 4'J square km oi i na r -
l -oveh ir Ahi. D i n  Di. Another inter
esting study, from Auszralia, was the
frequency of rulenz genes correlates
with the Cd iPunLuliur uf peL r oleurr:
-iydror.arbc- is  in sed moots. Sugg esi
ng a l l rk  OulwOun "a.binisn:' sod oh
pollutan. The physiological response
of mangraves as aflculud ay tf. as
well as e compE-ison os-tween a re lu
ml one 'men-mocc" nangrova fs-Hst,
were some of the zopics discussed,
p-cscntadons by local scienziszs in
ch jderi Drs Roer nnc de Scyza irom
ERWDA a r d  Dr Khan from Dmsi
Zee.

Session 2 rucusod on suagiass re
sources, a favour te food of  Dugorgs-
and Green turtles. .1 : t c  Abu DnEb.
aroE. Seacresses nave one of 1he
hignest primary production razes of
any pi set zype „n the WG-'lc a r c  as
many as. 21 .COD aeagratE stalks oer
square metre PCCUr in SCITiC clbilSO
stands in  Auu Dhabi waters.

Day 2: nzeriidal. Benthic Commi. ci
ties. Corgi Reefs and nshc.'los- Ru-
SUL I COS
Session 3 reviewed rati f i re ulyau
(jlCUdii 'y lurnfu algae spac-ias -
"algEB baoms" or red tides), madne Live Nautilus

pfiofogre.ch jcy Dr Sandy Fcw.'er
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tel home tel officenania

Clialrrnari

Vico C ha i r r ian

— resBurar

ppIambLirthiD Sdcrcizry

Speaker Cc-nminator

Flddtr lp Co-crd iiaLur

Fialdtrip Co-crd nator

Newsletter Frfinr

Publisher

Librarian

Salas Assistarit

Chief Engineer

Mem ji_r at Large

Fastma&ter

Memthership Assistant

Gary Feu lne r  306 5570 3 3 1 3 3 2 0  *500 3313371
messages: 505 53UD

Valer ie C h a l m e r s  349 4816 no cal a p ls 305 3727

Peter  Gri f f in 39 0342 334 0342 394 0352
e.mail: griff emirares.net.ae

F i  Skannar ton  355 7" 50 355 7160
Ct.m Cl I: a kun 'icrfQir kid utai .cc.aa

Beryl Comar 344 2243 344  2243
a.  mai l :  Goma-@em irates. net.ac

Mary Baardwood 342 254E 440 376
e .mall : m Ikcm ary@arnirates. riet.ae

Jan Denning 331 ' X S3 32.1 1453

Anna Griff frt 294 0342 2.94 0342
a.  mail  griff gjemirates .net. ae

PbIe f  van Amsterdam ?$9 2519 335 £495
P./nal pva.na@emiratRS .net.se

DMIVte White 344 1510
e.ii’iaL: dgwhlte tr.lratcs .not.aa

Volunteer required

394 0252

2K31 654

James Pardoa 266 6427

Sandy Fowler 344 2243 no calls p.s 344 2243

Gall Gordon 349 9075 34 5 GSTfi

Barbara Hayw ard 394 fm91 690 029 387 675

H’iOI a lso occurs in riati.ro, as  a re
sult o f  which molluscs fire generally
rare In ac id  water boc les .

Report by Gary Fuulnur

Members’ Night Speak
ers

He len  Emery i s f - o i r  I h e U K .  She Is
currently teaching s t  Zayed Univer
sity. Sne has worked in A l l ies  on
voluntary ner/’ne. Oman end LJAF
H er Talk on  travels In Irian Java last
yuar had Eve r yane emhrallec and
she has led many popular and
Strenuous walks for the DNHG.

Dissolving Snarls

Stephen Green and  family paid an
impromptu wish to Ger/ Feulner late
one evening in urcor io  enamine
same odd snails that Steve had col
acted from a lank o t  local frashwa-

i e r f i s h  in Sharjah. They resembled
:t’C com nlO'l jUe/tfJioj'des iDbercu-
'atft, a tall, conical snail common in
JAE wadis and afalaj and wide
spread and prolific ttiroughni.t the
i no-Pacific region. H o wever Via fish
lank snails all t ad very deep sutures
and tweeted ene's. Ooniueriso-i
Willi living snails satisfied Sieve and
Gary that tnese were .tf, fuie.'Ci ttl.
but that LI ici i  calcium carbonate
IC&CO3J s h a l e  were being dis
solved by aclc waler condtianE
<pH<7]. Even the latest whor.S
Showed uatetles where the col
oured, rihbRri outer layer ot shell
had boon corradod to  expose a cull
white inter nr .  Th 5 was a good
demon straiten of u p l i c i i ome iou

and Oman io study thia living des
ert.

Mike Lorr igan is Genera Man
ager of Spearhead t raining in Du
bai, when not  guiding his Friends
through mountain walks, ccscr t
camping and tasgiling. He has
previously w b k u d  in Kuwait and
U K .

Luban Mijac is tram Czechoslo
vakia. He has oeen an enthusiastic
rri-QiTiber o f  the DNHG for seven
years, A keen photographer, he
al ien whs approval for his detailed
cbEervs ton j  n~ ci f f ic j l t  subjects
sucn as dragonl.ias lizards and
nthRr "creeoy nrawiies", and has
made numerous c or ations to thia
D N H G  p.iolo reference collecllon.
I tu has spukan at previous rnar-
bers  h evenings, and his alkies are
legendary.

Kim Whi te  s married to DNHG li-
bre/lan Dlonre and has been a b.ol-
egy teacher at the American School
rtf Dubai  for two years fallowing a
Leaching u s s y n r r s r t  in C a r a .  He
laves '.'is.ting all areas cf the UAE



 

GAZBIJLB
Dubai Natural History Group Programme

Lectures at  J umelrah English Speaking School, Gymnasium 7.30 pm for fl. QO pm

June 4: Membsrs' Might Helen Emery - Ethiopia; People. Gullure and Religion
Mike Lomigon - KLWB.tOil Fires
Lubar M?has Scorpions' Tales
Kirn While - Raising Egyptian Tortoises

Sept 1 Z Fefor Cunningham - AdEptaiions of  Desert Mamma Reptiles

Field Trips (DM KG members only, pleasej.

Oct 18/1& An Omani Evperience
From Muscat in Ras nl Had Reach when? Gre&n Turtles lay lheir eggs

Th are are many exdtirg trips plannee for the Airumn. Details will oe pubUsned In :he July/Augjst
newsl elter so walcti ihis space.

Mrs Valeric CHALMERS
PO Box 12070
Dubai
UAE

From: DNHG. PO Bex &234 ; Cubai, UAE


