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Members’ News DNHG Membership

DNHG noeriberghip remains a
bargain at Dh* 50 (singles or cou
ples). Vol. esn joir tx renew St
meetings (fiutJ Membership Secre
tary Fi Skenr.ertnn) or by sanding
us o. cheque made cut to Lloyds
Bank account na '73746. (F:ease
note we cannot cash cheques
■nada out io the DU HG ).

Summer time
Evening Visitors to
Sabtan

Robert Lewellyn Smith and Marjckc
Jorgboed drove up Wadi B h Id visit
the village of Sabtan at inc top of
Iho pass and adrri're the viaws . After
looking round the village they
stopped to . root  an did IriOnd called
HflRRsn (rhe sole occupant of the
Village). It was abuut 7pm and pray
ers had just Inlshed when a hedge
hog came into the wirac enzlDsura
and starred sniffing aoout. i t  was
joined by another and then another.
It transp.-ed :hat each evening Has
san puts cut water and dates fc the
hedgehog to feed on. Before long
in the torch I ghi Flay countEd 30
Brandt's hedgehogsf They wore
amazHcl Hassan cairns ihat one
group follows ancdicr w in  the last
leaving at sunrise and that tnia.
r umbers each r ight can reach 400.

N B .  Robert and Mti i joku discussec
the number of 400 end suspect that
It may be Lie same hedgehogs com
ing ar least twice to be red. But f ia t
still leaves an awful ot of  hedge
hogs! Robed also mentioned that ha
often finds hedgehog skins with iho
insides eaten by a predator. So sup
porting the hodgehrog population
may help the precatory too'

Repcvf by Raberf Ltew&jtyn Smith

Donna Simon joins the ran.-:* ut
th nee leav-ng us this summer.
Donna and her husband w l l  be re
turning to :Fe New World. maybe
Florida maybe Verezuola - sunny
dimes in either cese. We wish ner
well anc know she will contlrue to
explore Die great uuldours.

Jan Denning our Field Trip Co
ordinator has decided to step dowr.
from the Committee. Cur thanks :o
Jan far e II her Efforts over the pest
seven mantis.

Memberships lakun out frem June
io August will be valid for the com
ing mambErahip year (SEptambar
2000 to September 200 1 j.

DNHG memberslip entities ycu io
panicipaiB in field trips and helps
pay for cur lecture hall, publication
and distribution of cur nonth.y
newsletter, additions to our Horary,
incidental expenses of spaaksra
ard occasional special projects.

DNHG Chairman Gary F&ulner had
the opportunity to tour I-h.-i recently,
with an Itinerary that Indue ad many
historical and cultural sites on :he
cuntial ulutuau as well as h ikng in
the central Zagros Mountains. He
kept an eye on ‘he wldl  fa and envi
ronment and Hie first part of his r e
pel is an Page 2. This month’s

ContributorsEditor Anna Griffin recently spent
some time In Nepal, climbing up io
the Annapurna Base Camp. For cne
who Is nervous Of heights, water and
snow this was quite an achieve
ment. Her report is cn Page 5.

The Editor would likfi to tlrank
ttio following for Uiclr reports:

Gary FsL.'ner
Anna Griffin
Rqher Uewpllyn Srnhh
Anne Millen
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moui’laiite and in many dIhcbe beare
a pnys cal resent b! a rcs  to the moun
tain front Of the UAL and Urran, ux-
capt Lie j it is more vest. The same
.5 tnue cf pa ls  of tire Zagros Muun-
■aius. Tt y terr l us  AcnEemenian
ruins st Persepo.ls. for example, ere
Set er'iur u limostcne End dolomite
cliffs end plateaux that recall those
of ITO Hu us A'-Jioul. Since ir many
irstsnees I was o i l y  some 500 <m
fro-  the MbbuncarT'., I hoped and
Expsctec to encounter at least a few
'0 d 1 1 ienc s '  amor  g the flora.

.As it happened, I did flrri what
seen: sc to be a few tomirar spue he.
ou: only y few - t h e  ep.ibusl” /i.nafa-
5/j aefj/era fa. uuaulul species u Lie
JAE \  Epitedre psctydaiJa (also
known from PEkistEn!, t ie  sp ny As-
iTctJfi/US fesc Cu Oi'i'ui' (but ur ly with
wh ie "If -item s* }, the wid caper Ctfp-
parfs spiecsa (whch  was ir f nwer),
and possibly Ctwv&'iuiLVi atou-s.
Otherwise, for the most part, too ola
loau and lower montHr-a rsuna
'oo ed 'simi.ar, bur different." Thera
wore many more apparent ger Eric
affinities, such aa MeArtfr twm .
QCfcm. EcJV/JOpS. Safviy, I tynH-
7mell-iG Arfemesitp anc many spny
Composites, but not the species I
know from :be U.Az. Wilk . lindsight I
a.n ncli.i&d tD at t ib j tg  this to itie
re'advey high Cluvatiun anc colder
winters cf the oe.itrpj olateau, rela-
tVO Id L iu UAE eh id Oman.

Legunias wh.'h corn men, parhapE
not surprisingly, since their ability to
tlx rltrcgen s P'ubsbly a great ac-
ventege in a niilrienr-ppor envi.or-
ment. AS in ttie UAE. plants io Imn
are subject to heavy gnazig1 pres-
s l - h  Torn goe.ts a r d  sheeo herded
by .'lumudiu lubes. They must also
be adapted to an arid dimale. 1 hus
t’io rncst commor olante are tyoi-
celly spiny ard/or  nave small or nou-
dlo-li<c leaves.
The central plateau Is In fact an un-
db.atiny surface, never out of view cf
mcjnteins, a rd  r ta.n rosds rise al-
■mcsl Im.porcoptibty to as high as
8, DM ft. Th.is rhe vegetation 13
somet mes scon to change without
Epfjarent explanation ss one dikes
t.lur y. Pis.auhiut, wt; di grow nr - -
1/2 mete'  bushes, are extensively
cu. Lvalue on ihcuc r t ' a l  plateau, and

AN OMANI
EXPERIENCE
Please nulu cliunge of date to:
11/12 October

In irdar Io torga closer links with
Members of the Muscat l l t toruul
Association, wh are ularnir.g a joint
venture nr the 11t1/12tl’ October 10
vis I Rae al Hat beactn, toe site
where Green Turlcs cm ue sea.i
nesting. Par'iaps some hatchlings
will also ub l j c  Ly appearing el the
same time. We have anargec u u '
weekend Id slur lor.  the Wednesday
aven ng, with an Omani meal plus
traditional m u s t ,  nt the beautiful
pEnthouEe f.at cf  Siw Rantapao, Siw
has 10 rooms avOilUule 'or bed and
breakfast at very ree snnehle prices.
Ull IPursday 'wu -shall be camping
rxi rhe heaeh Ras al Had is a 5 hour
drive burn Ml scat, and 4 wheel
drives sre needed, 't is a lone jour-
•iey, but well wurtn itl

If you ara interested in putting your
name down for th.s L ip plcuuu con
tact Yury 3unrcwcoc 3-122546 e.
m a t  mikeme'y ftimiralQS.AOt.aD or
f l  SkonilOrtOn 353? J 50 fl-mail -ske-i-
n art kic .ibai, re  .ae

13 passes will be avc laote lor our
group. We she 'I have a cnida with
J3 to tel us all about T o  life uyu a of
Iha turtles. A true adventure ;s
jramisedi

Iran Natural History
Gryy /-CC.'.klor repurts

RCS&flrd iera in various fields have
remarked that t ic  flora and fauna af
itie Hajar Mountains (a id h particu
lar the iiiounLairtb of the Ru'U-5 EJ-
Jibal - ll’-e Musandam Pur insula)
ara more closely 'elated to f ie  flora
and fauns Of ban, Pakistan and Af
ghan istan than they are to the flora
and fain?, o' Dhcfar, Yoirun, lie
'Asir End ot iur  rnounteincus aress-
of the Anab ar. Peninsula.

P l a n t s .  Ths central plateau of Iran,
where rnsjc '  cities such 05 Toil dll,
Esfaltan out! Kerrna.i ara located,
oe& ei averse a ele vation lr. excess
Of jIKJQ It It is dotted with h: Is. and

■ara a major Iran an exou p t.

Ctor hiking was at 8,000-9,000 IL i i
the caotral Zagros., west of Fsi=-
han. Tils was jusl below lhe
snowline enc the vegetation there
was, nut Suip;isii:yly, very d l luici i l
frartn the Hajar L-' m..-itH ns. The
Zagros receive more precipitation
but the species present rr.iisi be
aolc to survive fleudng temoem
turea, wirier srow,  anc heavy sea
sonal graJr £j. Tttere Wfre r ib
trees, grid finite' areas were domi
nated by a single spiny, llat-tcpped
egiiminous shrub ihT resembles s
uini vursiun cf our cwn Acacia tor-

iiiis.

Yelow and pink v/ildflcwrers - l i  ies.
daisies and dover - wd'b locally
con’ mon. A shrub resemb ing a
wild rcse flowered b vivid pink
where it was prelected frem gnaz
ing. Overgrazed plateau Ei.rtaces
were croccct by extensive networks
of steep gel leys. Twd types of wild
onions now grew ospecio, y well an
rocky f lone nlaina airing the rivers in
this area, cltarod ror agriculture f t
turne time in the pant, leaving rcc-<
mounds and walls. The simal er cf
i t ie  two miens is regu ariy col-
ieciec by both sestlec and nomadic
Bakhtiaris.

At lower alsvatinns in the Zagros
(4,000-7, uoo it), mountain ik jpcs
supported trees includ ng nik/ss
arid willows, white hull tieos (pl .mi.
apricot anrt apple) anrt poolers
wore cultivated on slopes and ter
races with n t ie flooc.blains.

The seconc oert of this article
about the birds, herptiles, biitter-
fiics. s n a ' f  and mammals will ap
pear in July/Augus: e d t b n  of Ga-
ZCliC.
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Bat Cave Scouted

Gary Feul-ier, Helen ErrRry eriri . I n t i
Marlr detoured briefly from Nick Hep-
■ler's Manon field trip tn reepnr citer a
arge cave In Wadi Naquu. Thu eave
nad been rnticed yeeis qe lie. ay for
mer JNI  IG member Mar.ir: Parker,
bui whs ioi nvest'gsted , F alorng
will fla.tr ■ iligl r.G. Itiuy Ic-jrid .tic cava :d
ba h iunrs l  slcpinq jpnill for some 30
metres o '  more, consisliiig uf two
main livirg-room size □hambe-s sepa
rated by a low passageway, and cue
ing in a .narrow "hallway' before tappr-
ing down to a crawlspace, ijeyond
ItiB inlial chambar, t ie e r  n ihR cave
was Pot ard l i i m d .  uslimalud at EJO+
degrees F 1 32+ degrees Ct and 100%
humic ily.

I’hC floor s ’  To Cave wlis mostly cov-
sred tn f ne dost. Doerrs  of unidenti
fied 5 ma | bats wore present, punched
ur. L ie .'not ot IFe low passageway
and rhe interior chambers A number
OF Liesa Luck fight when disturbed.
Also present were a sms io '  numocr
(perhaps 5-B) larger bats he vine; an
estimated wingspan of  ubuj t  t o
inches. These were presumed tc 35
□gyp Liar fruit bu.s. The skeletons of
one d p more deed gngts and a deac
don key ‘//Of C fame in Luc inner of lum
ber. as well 33 b d sused nest of  Ara
bian paper wasps and .ncmcrojs mud
nesLs ol poller wasps.

Il is p’OpLsed Lo v nit the cavr  again
■a th proper equipment anc‘ In com
pany with nc'E! experienced cave's in
O'cer Lu mus  ligule inure .turuughly
E.nd knm'.-ledc. Rf-hly

Chukar

Thanks again Io Catherine Al-Halysn,
thia l ime fnr close i p ohotes ot the
Chukar, cuuiLusy " the Sharjah ani
mal sock. The Ch i  ka '  Atoctanfs cbir-
kar is a r i enbe r  of the partridge fam
ily arid iias a d s l ' ic l ive b au< " , iaad-
dress" and an attractive ve i l  colly
striked \cst . "  It is feurd in the UAE
only at nigh?' elevations Ir t ie Ru'us
A -Ji Util, a biogccgrapnically typical
exiensici  of its m i c e  in t ie moun
tains of the Lcvonl, T.iixey, Iran, Af
ghanistan s.nd PExistsn. It is nes'd as
often as 1 is seen, one rtg gregarous

c uck nq in one of t i e  nio'e pleasart
sounds ul the Musa near", arca,
along wits the melodic seng of
Hume's Whoarrmr and i t u  occa
sional cldKoo. Thrfi Cnuka.' is  said
to be com men as a cage bind ar . J
early reno'ts considered its pres
ence il TiO rtu’us Al-J bsJ Lu be at-
trihatHblfi tn the release of CApth/es.
although Tils view has been aban
doned.

opportunities for concea.n'ier t oi
Gary's desk, had to be laft fo _
placklighting practice after dark
(suurpions lluurcscc in UV igt i\

Gary sjgyasis ffru n experian ce? t
■hat manipulations, transfers etc,
ot live Hcorpicns at home are test
cone noted over e white, t e d
k.kt -an flour, or better still a large
porcelein mx ing bowl, so that J
any sliu-ups orzuu- Lhu scoipiuns
cfi.i be ess iy  seen &nd sa i r  get
uway or yc l  good ructiu i.

Yellow-Headed " Hornet"

I lianas ;c Colin Haskins lor rout
ing and mill erring r i  nnns.jsi wr=.Rp
lhat overstayed is vs l t  to his. bal
cony. li leeks like s somewhat en-
luigud v is ion  o: lhu icd-oicwr
anc yel nw 1/bsdh the
Idea, hurnul that has bucn kncwr
co spe I msny h waci pdnic, except
that iL has a yellow head markuc
only by dark eye a-pots. and h pair
Crf fo i i l  dabls Curved jaws.

A num oar ol wasps exhibit a sii ' i-
I r '  colour pFtiArn of ye lnw hands
un a red-Liruwri body. This ptie-
nomenon is known ss Mu erian
iiiimiuiy. IL was first pus.u aluu by
Fritz Mu let tif=t the development
of  ccmmciii colour paLLcms jy sev
eral speniER, h I uf which sre un
pleasant, benefits them because
pniendR pradatara have nn'y to
learn a s ngle "war.1 ling" Signal, arid
therefore learn it more quick y.
Saveral L/B£pa o.rie.nfaA'S' look
alikes arc deeded in insects or
EnRrem Arabia, but  none hns a
ycl yft head.

Celli- Js spec men now res des ir
the DNi-IG'a innEci collection, most
of which was conlrlbuted by Ca;u-
lyn Lehmern, grf> n- the DNHG'a
two Life Monters.

Aerjurfi .tjy Gary Facrf.af

Scorpions Afoot: Mu'phy
mueLs Houdini

Murphy's law applies ir natural his-
toiy no ess then m othc' areas c t
lire. Steve Green end Gery Fei.iner
recently collected Severn, scorpions
fro;-! If ie? Masaf e p ea for the purpose
o" convey iq  them to a r  expuit in
Ihc United States for full identifica
tion. Available guides penult the
Curio usion that they are Diplocan-
irids e fam ly on y recently known to
bu represented in ttie UAE.

Trirea ui it:e suerpions were pleoEC
in a single plastc container, along
with a [itrnfortHh.B bed cf di p f and
dried grass, aid Gaiy took thorn
home. The cmtairEr was 4 cm
h.gh, in ucl’ taller dian any of ihu
scurpions could reach, and scorpi
on e cannot clirrh smooth y/alls si. ch
as piaslic ur grass-. Gary recognized
the pnsg bil.1v thsi, in theory, at loosf
one of L i e  Lines suorpicns coulc es
cape b y d  mbing atop the other two,
but cbsE/vation suggested that there
was irt lc chance ol T i s  happening.
And so, on the SRcnnd night at
h o n e  the soft-hcancd Chairrian uii
die strew top open and slightly ajar,
to allcw die scu pions Lu yut nioic
air.

Possibly h shoalc have been kept
more firmly in n i rd  1ha'. scarpuns
Era nocturnal, ie, tneygne aedve pri
marily a: night. n the rr urning,
when Gary rheckec again before
heading Dll lo wor<, the 'argesi scor
pion was mill q i  t i e  bottom of t ie
container. TIlO middle size one,
nc-wevET, was hnne ng by :tg daws
from the inside ul Lhu r im
{grinning?;. The smalles: one whs
r.cwhsre tn be seen, enc, given lhe
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able by add nc ert.'in nr boric sad.
In ths Ticdom woild is v/ldelyused
in hair shampoos, canditiD'iers.
and rinses, and n wood stains,
fabric and teKtifs dyes.

Fanns has had many medicinal
uses as ■.veil. It was used for its
astengant, snti-hsemcrrbsgic, n-
tostinal aiit-ncop.asllc, cardo-
inhibitory. hypoten jibe and seda
tive directs and as a folk remedy
for R-moftbinsi-R , headnchR, jai in
dite, leprosy and amcnofTr.ooa.
This cozying lig: may irri I i js  rrarn
o j d u I  .he lack of allti-ialive treat
ments tiH.n i: coes ahni.t henna!
I lenna extracts do snow antibacte
rial. Bnti-7i.ital and CIV lie nt
iu rcu i i r  g activity, So paiming yOur
finger end toe nsilc end the soles
of yoLT feet .'lig.it oe e guod ictia.

There are quite a tew examples ot
henna trees a'cund Dub i .  hut
:t ey were usually grown Out of
sight in the courtyards of old Ara
bic louses. The easiest one Lu
identify a r d  srn&'l is the lone,
lovBty tree in t i e  cc jriyard of  ths
Mai ls  Gallery, on Al Fahidi round-
Boout in Bur Dubai. As you step
inrougn 11’ 0 tunnel like doer into
the courtyard, the sweat fragrance
makes tnc ho: air de Ightfol.

■y.'niOri, J L, ClWVAcK, A F -ShO'
CraJcer J F.. hfentw: Ar? ,t?-

BTjjTOQrtrp.by T37T-T955
Ti'ie Scfentfffc Litemtura on S&-
JHcfed Hert , nd Aramatic and
MmJiLinn! Plunlti uf ibu Fcwjpc'ryfc'
Zone. Aichd/i Books. 77t)pp,

CT
Accessed an the .'niemet ah wiv.v.
bOtLpurdLfo.iidwY/e COp/ti'ieii-alOs'
fecfshee s/M£WA.fl ll. ,

Report by Anna Millen

It's Henna Blossom Time

I teur.a bl us sum is- ana of the da-
lights of summer n Dubai. If you
arc rr: uttering that tiB’B are cartainty
not many, do not miss this one. I: Is
uvcly.

The J ragran: Henra trae, La’wsofws
vicmii's- l „  Is ono of Ihu 500 spucies
within :he fem \y nt Lythracette .-ie-
:!'.■& to northern Ahica, Asia and
Australia. Although it ciric ini=tes in
tno temperate zone, it is a hardy
paranniF.l shrub and has been natu
ralised Uric uj l l ivulcd in the . lopes
of iba Americas, Aust-glifi, India,
Egypt arid Itiu PJidcte East. It  i-s
Bometiine classified as Latnsc/nit
Alba or Lawsonra Rcbe, end is often
colloquially called Egyptian Priest or
Mignonette t r ee.

Henna has clusters o f  tiny wh.ie or
rosc-rcd tlcwcrs wi.h a strong swea:
scent reminiscRnt of the t i ry  Annual
Mlgnoi’icrtc iha: is com mimes round
in ccttsge flower ceds in Australia
arid clsc.vhuio. T i u  variety grown
in Dubai seer's to be :he Alba, the
while one. T i n  braes com riBice
towering in th 3 area around June,
and continue through ;ha hottest
mort is  unt I September.

“he tree itself is a scraggy affair,
w i l l  a langlec canopy of fine Iebves
ideal fnr survval in des&'t condi
tions. Thu raported lite zone of
herna Is 1G to 2? degrees centi
grade with an anneal rainfell of Q,2
to 4.2 moll Cs, and a soil pH u l  4J Lu
8.0. Although it is gererally de
scribed as e s.nn_b, it can reach a
heigh: of cp i o  6 metres.

The dried powdered leaves contain
0.5 to 1.5% lEWf-ane, thia chief con-
stitjent responsible for the ability to
produce colourfast orange, red and
bro'.vr dyes. Henna c.lso contains
’laiiriitB, tannic aciri, rrucjlana, gal

lic acid, and ncpthaqulnonc. It has
beer used since ancient times io
dye l:uir, lails and sziu, ar d a
greater colour range -ras sometimes
Obtained by nijf. ig t witn ir d.'go
{IncigofB.'B) a' other p ant material,
To be made a more pcrmonunL cyo,
the pH .must be about 5.5. achiev

Dubai  Natural
History Group
Recorders

R.L'?Li.L?i - Dr  Rlz . l  Khnn
IV :  311 328J
eff J44 >162
l:,x .1+v l .l +37

Ac dLicu.:.ij'.' — Rr:,x:rL l . i iv  .Li'n
tm H 11197
kwrtliictiijijftnr ivat.'s. r.nt. an

Eire: Red Fux
j 2CS 91 J 6
for ■>(,- j ; / J?

!cxl iT“b5>miT<-tcs,i ict io
ShiihLh. Is Siindv Hi-w “:•

re j  344 2 243
MV ' l l  771’ j

Astrnncimv ■ Lnm sd I 1-kcf i
i t s  Co JS3 003
oiTr/ i -J- l"  9 i t i

Cienlri (rriry l-gnln *r
SOfi i-S'i'O

Jim 331 3371
FoemLe - Vslc-tc ChaL;iei ?

■ n- 340 - : r r . ,
.-ix JOS 3727
G u v F m J n u r
i/r,.? ab<.,i?l

Klaniii.i Is .Vlrrf den J nn .dr.f.’l
i l s  31? 79  J: 3
fr,;< 3+?796J

m; nnL ldi' f mrr.cca ,Li:T.:lj
.Vtnri'iH I : l «  I iirruttc l l -Xr 'O

Is  ju abuvs)
?LlilU - Vdk-j’iu CLiuJlijujs

iVe r.liO-:j3

Tht. r*;:i infers J re m l  u-rx riri?.-
cdixLiJk ujipsL -s L: Lu. ir  ite: :'ije j I ire
fc ldp in fr.ee, r/.ost a i t  net. -few-
crer, I hr-.y ire inle'i'ft'red and tr.riw -
llIulalJu uijjj i.eurr p.rxse iTintarz
llL-jCu T r i a Jxivij uciv iii'.crBslLij' re
nrrfs o r  i|ih?rit- ,

Tjki Li.li.i i l ieji is ihcl. ir,l , urririTiin
■>vJiL I j l  exuLiett-jd Uiri.iJL:- I n  l i e
G.xnfi'e editor-. W r.i-v LIJL'oljj.sLuij
i ; i r i  t in sl:.:reii w i l t ,  al.  cizr riv-.- res.

E.mail your reports
fo griff@&mirates.
net.ae,. (Arial 10 jus
tified) or deliver them
on floppy disk af
monthly meetings.
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name tel home tel office fax

Chairman Gary Faultier 30u o570 331 3320 xbOfl 331 3371
messages. 3O& 5300

Vice Cnairman Valerie Chabncre 349 4816 no calls pls 390 3727

Treasurer Pater Griffin 3A4 0342 394 0342 394 0352
e.mail: ynff@crnratus.nBi.aB

Membership Secretary Ff Skennerton 050-0243025 355 7180
e.mE : l: azanne.'f@mkidubai-GO 80

Speaker Co ordinator Beryl Gumar 344 2243 344 2243
e. r ei. ; comar@cmlralcs .no I .uu

FiOldtiip Cu -Cdnak r Mary Besrdwaad 343 2540 4 0 376
S.rr ail : rn ikar~ ary@emi. p eteE. net. as

Volunteer requiredFielctrip Uio-Drrtinntpr

Newtla lur  Ed, tor Anns Griffin
a .  mail grrffger

394 0342
TiirBtes.net.ae

394 03 2 394 0352

Publisher Piter van Amsterdam 209 2519 335 5495 2691 654

Librariai

Sales .Assists ht

Chief Eny ■icti

Member st Large

e.maii: pvans om rates. neLsia
Deanne White 344 ' 510

e.ma 1: dgwhitE’ emirRieFt.'ier.ae
Volunteer required

James PartfDE 266 6427

Sandy Fowler 344 2243 ria calls pls 344 2243

PustmasiQ’

Membership Assistant

Gail Gurdon

Barbara Hayward

4“ 379

304 5C91 u£<J 029

439 375

387 875

Exploring the mountains
of Nepal

To see i re  majestic Annapunas at
rtewri. from the Bans Omp ,  is awe-
InspJrirg. Crossing tendteLs, ava-
enches end raging laments cf pale

yruur wu.cr Anna Griff n and he- qqI-
eagues reached a .height of 4130
metros. Sp'ing had just arrved i i the
Himglsypn rgnge with the sourd cf
CuCIvuqs, Ind th a sight of red rnodo-
aandnons {the ngtianal flower), mag
nolias, wild Orcll ds, strawberries and
lavender primulae all ri flower.
Gct-den eagles ano buzzards soared
on the thsmals, :hcrc arc many
sizes of rantnr here Find if was diffi
cult to .dcntlfy them all. There was a
first sighting of a pair of ashy dron-
goi. a Streaked spiduihuilur. ai ;J a
blue wti'tLhg thrush. There wet'e
dippers, white capped water redstart,
and a plumocdu* water roc Eteri fish
ing in the rive's and a mggpie rofcin
at a shop front ir Pokhara, sis well as

itre u s j h I  LB J ' s .  There were plenty
of frogs in the water channels alung-
s.du the fuotpatns and brig i t  red
anc blue dragonfies ?xere observed
in the lower regie is  following .heavy
rainfall. U.hfcrlunately for the envi
ronment ell rubbish is thrown over
the side cf the rucuritairis and there
are ggn$ everywhere “please take
your luobish horns with you", though
few visitors do  SO.

Report dy Griffin

Bird Watch for May
Dubai l i s t  stiowr; a touch of axotca
during Ltay acco'd ng to the Twitch-
Sis' Guide, when s me e white
winged w dewbird. a southern red
bishop, a spatter munia, a Brehm iny
mynah and a nest-bulldlng sneaked
weaver wure all seen in Safa Park.
A ferruginous CUCk '.V83 spoiled Oh
toe boalihg lake. Thu roods around
t'iG lake nave been the place tn Free
toe red bishops for o few years new.

At Dcbai Crucxsida Fa  r k there ware
two golden p-ioleg, a Ei/epesr
roller, a roc throated pipit ard a fe
male Northern wheatear. A river
warbior (3 L record} was cauytr by a
cst in a garden in Jebel AJi. FortU’
nattily r. was rescued end released,
m nus 3 few feathers

From Atxi Upahl's Khaldiya Palace
Hotel came reports cf  the golden-
backed weaver colony in the euca
lyptus trees will - at least 7 active
nests. At the Al  Wathba came' Lack
the first marsh warbler of the wesson
was recorded as well os throe pairs
of breeding svonete. blank 'winged
stilts and Kentish plovers also
breeding. In Mushrif Palace Gar
dens, a nightingale was recurdsd.
Trte stove report .vt fafrp/? from
TwiTcAeft' Gi/cte, etiiltxi try Srimcci
As,c ctJj’ and Peter Heflyey P0 Bax
45553. Abu Dhabi.



 

l GAZELLE- ' ~ n
Dub id Natural History Group Programme

Lectures at  Jumclrah English Speaking School,  Gymnasium 7.30 pm lor fl. 00 pm

Sepi 1 7 Piter Cu.'ir ingtiL.m - Adaptations of Desert Ma.mmals/Rcpiilcs

act 1 Kathy D Ird - “ho Dhofar Res ion of Oman

Field Tr ips (DNHG members only, please)

Oct I ' M  2 An Omani Experience
Freni Ml seal tn Rss al Had Beach where Greer Turtas lay their eggs

hCfC arc m a r y  exiling trips plained tor the Autumn. Detail a v,i I be oublishec in the J jly-'AtgLst
r.E>7zsleiler— so watch "his 5 pane I

Mrs Valerie CHALMERS
PO Box 12070
Dubai
UAE

From: DNHG, PQ Box 5234, Dubti, UAE


