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Members’ News DNHG Membership is
due for renewal in Sep
tember

DNHG Tic-itrersl’ ip rc.hicins a
bargain at Ohs 50 i singles or co l -
oiesl v o l  cd a join or renew a:
rnaadngs Me  - hership Senre-
ta-y Fl Skennertan; o '  send us a
ct-iique r i cd t  out Id Llcyds Bark
ar.nnun: no 173741;, (Please note
wo gui mot c l  s i  cticquus rnado cut
tn the DNHG j MeTibersnjp 5
valid I r o n  Scpturbcr 20DC to
Augjs t  Pf?3i .

DNHG Tie-Hirers "dp entitles you to
oai’.icipa e in field trips and neps
pnyfar nur iftctu.re ng. I, pub icc’ipri
a rd  cist ibuJoii uf our monthly
newsletter, additions to cur library,
incidu.ital cxpcisuj i  of speukeiu
find occasiciieJ special projects.

Cnlin Parkins' b 'thday provided
tbiF* arcus inn far e s.-ifi.I seemh of nig
v/ci landscaped £ founds and gar
den (far which Go in gives ail credit
1.0 the pidviuuS UhVicis). Trnea t ju
ries ware fauna. Two ere arid .re
gion spec es widespread in the Mid
dle East and Ncnh Africa. snreyirg =
'itte R&R. ai Co. in's nodSO. The
Ollier is a New 'A'ur'd snai easly
spread by .Tir-ig-i oetvity and row
found in vre.’l-teiced trop.oal and
subtropical lawns a rc  go -dors
worldwide. Alst: nresent whs rhe
brown garden slug LK'/tauJfc' cte.
nnmmnn throughout SLOL'ban Du-
oai arid active primarily ay nig it, hut
recognize hie by its s ime tie S.

Than < a io Mike and Jill Oates,
Ornan vcrerEns who have signed on
as our new Bird Recch'dcm. Ar:d
p p oving that you don't neve io go fer
afield for some cJiZiwi, this turn ner
they enjoyed watching a pair of In-
d a n  Sib ur Oil Is nest twice in their
own ... ui” c. -fi backyard.

Donna Simon, before leaving us for
lire US veiy kindly donated to tho
□NHG Library har collection pf local
new3.od.5cr and magarirre ur ic  os
cn  places of natural history interest.
Some of these de.o to ,t:« 1980s. A
num be - of the sites ren t io ied  neve
bcc.h OVOfrekcn Ly :tia rnareti of
time or neve henn.-op comiror
knowledge. QT-lts howeTHr, re
main o uch hs :hey were rnen. A

number nr entries ere Gulf Nev/3
maps prepared by Ihc 'are Mr B Ra
jan c f the Dubai '.Vater and Electric
ity Department, local y known as :ha
Tather of Maps."

Gary Foul nor look advantage a-
cue leave in tire US to depcEi:

some pickled see pions for idcml'i-
taliu i ay D ‘  Graeme Lowe in Phi'n-
csl.ohia, who is slmdylrg tho sco-p io
fauna of O.riH‘1. Gary gl-g made S
Stop lr IzLfCpO b_? , luj.'aj acceiiiLlaleu
snail samples with Dr Eike Nedbe.’t.
KejLert'S Survey u '  Ihu trestuwetor
and land snail fauna of Arab a
30P/0C M a magnet for previously
unreported infa'matior, and he is
now engaged n compilation of a
Supjlernent.

Dr  hlarljckc Jonglolood has accn
busy, hs usual, with a num her of
natura lilstoiy 'and ol ' ierl projects
cbou’ which we  hcae to liear more
in Itiu future. Arr:ur g other th nos.
she is lire aether c-f :wi> new Uuu s,
just released, that are reviewed in
friis newsletter.

Canqrstijlgtiong to Lanjed El-Kcfi
wtiu rucerrly won nrst prizs in :he
risn cstego'y of  the Under V.'orei
Photographic Wcrid CnaT.p nrsh p,
which was Irelc in Egypt.

See report £y iLadiitrf on Pi iye 2
tf.nd fre pi'iofarjinph on P.srye i;

This month’s
Contributors

The Editor would like lo thank
the fo l lowing tor  thoir reports:

Gary Feulrer
CT Sandy Fuwldr
Michael Jennings
C i  MaiijcxH Ju igbload
LaTijed El-KefI



Green Turtle Trip to
Ras al Hadtf
1 1/1 2 October
IQ more places : 1DVC been niiide
yvailstbto oi this t r o  cue to popu
lar- demand. The falowirii} I’DVD
already icyistoied:

Cynthia anc Hug-i Paten
□avis.'Morag +■ daughte-
Jeanand Rob Allan
Jan Denning
1 ar and Anne .'toll
Claire S ooitF Virmr
MLfy BCiDrdw’flud
Flair e Har-aswo'tn
Putoi and Anna G iffin
Valerie Chalmers + Fran McCaw
Ndla F i c o
Andy and Yvor.oe Xere<
r Skeiine Lur
2 RnctEiTisns

If any of th a above S te enable to
aUe id please nuii’y Fi Skoriertc.o
5S soon es possible as others are
wi l l ing in the wirgs (2 .Radamar
children being f.-fd)

The weekend w'll atari or  toe
Wednesday evening, w i l l  an
Omani mual plus traditional m. isc ,
st the beantf.i l Muscat acndiousc
list uf Biw Rantapaa. Toe DNHG
has b u c k  backet Shy's bed and
braaktysl r c-ums. The cost for the
evenh’o meal anc U S B  will be
RD7.S0G. Please contact Skv di-
roc: to i r o  o yOL- icsarvattoii:
Tel: (MflJ CQ7020
Fax. 807460
E..ms it: iwoman. omantel .net.oni

On Tr iLisday we shall be camping
on the beach. .Ras al Hade is a 5
hour d ive from Muscat, 3 rd  4
wheei c i i v t  is icoussaiy. I. i t  a
nnfi journey. bet well worth I:

I '  yo.i reqnre nny fi inker informs -
doll alOLSC Contact .Mary Benni-
vf n o d 3 4 2 2 p - 5 r o . m I
111 ike i ili yijcijci 1 1 a les. ■ let.Ejy or -
Skennertor M57 'F0 ,  e.mail sk&n-
lierfffiTik du bai.uu.au

1f j  pf=5 5fi5 w ' l  be avaial j lc -’of c j r
yruup. iVu Ji ib.ll havs s gi.irle with
-.is to tell us  all aoou: lhe i.to cycc
at ihu Lurtus. A tri.e sdve iture is
prom. 5 fid!

catec arias, Fish, .'.1ac;r:i. 'A'ide-
angle s ic Cieatv.ty. I he Judges
dei ce nitons went on late :_itc the
night, i n.il I ro l l y  the best 10 slides
we-e p rejected to the ter.se h . jc -
criCO. i '10 Fish calugur y v-ds .110
first to he p-esented in descending
order, ds Li r i jcd sal or Im uego
of ,-iis seat tnindng that h = pnoio
must b i j  better Ihen thutc. J" : , 2 :l

ard fioHi.y T '  place, sori Lena act
was J jmeli ’  du: c' his sea: with
j<iy as h s slide of a Cnral grouper
(Cuju.bu'tojuuffj:- rrii'.'.'iu'fn) auc u
Cleaner wrasse iLaiyicKfes diivifa-
fti-s ) filled the screen U nfortur ate y
Amine wDs not there lu uutoL ruled
their win, s.ne .osd to return hnme
itoil'ur in  the day.

Ftbpor; Jby Lairhvu y-ikiufi'

wer.dsporL I. ok lor these chart- pi-
onsoips ie;
/iifp.-.7>vii-w.i*on'iJjipurt.corrvV/jy
y Lr.'.iC.i y/p, 21 £?4, D_4 J_4Q_ T27_ i ?_

Omani Visa

Mu t ale Entry V"s3E valid fnr 2 years
car oe obtatoed f ' em t ic  Oman
Gunsulatg tor Dos 2D.

Single Ent'y Visas itt-to also he ob-
tnoed si the Omani Oorsulatc.

Congratulations

Tn the winner? m 1he Photographic
GOr~ petit ur hi :t;e End of Season
Get Together

1 J Clare Ku iz  ; second yuai i -in
ning} with a stunning phnto of en
African Leonard.
2 | : I  Libuse Mrhac
Q rc Lutomir Mnioc

O j r  thanks for Ike goncfcoty o '  al
uur sponsors who dor Hied so many
pnzos. I-iCVwlTu!

Al AJbar Slainuc Glass
.Jumeirqh .Beech Hotel 'A1 lid v'/adi
Le f'/tohdiun „ u i r u i u h  Beach I lulel
Metropolitan Beach C nb
Ges s I to:ei
Patricia and Roben Roaetti
Park hotel
Ritz Car ton Hotel

Our Next
Speaker

The Grouper Winner

Tiie sum me- the CM AS 8 l h  Under
'.Vbitur PI ictog 'dohy I'Jurld Chy- ip i -
onsl-ijps took dace in Sanaa bay,
S jut l  i-Satag-a Egypt. Lamjac El-Kafi
was invited to parlidpale, one he
u.id his di'/ing haddy/model Amina
formed ike  Tunsian team Amina
was a form er member m tne Na
tional Sv/. T.illrig Tuam and tias w o i
j3 Jew mec.Hls herself at swiirmhg
tivBir.s. The corrioeftion was in
tense with teems from many Lu.-c-
paar: cuu ilries. Tt:= Egyptian me-
cia esked Lamjec I' ne thoufhl  t ie
Tdr isibiii .cam wou d win, io which
he -eplied "Cf con'se, I am heie ;o
w r i  ui id  t:avu a good tir e". Gn too
morn: ic of the last day each team
has to submit tocr sl.-dcs to the
ji.dges, one s de for encl’ of  tho feur

Peter Cunningham is an ecoIo-
gisl.'wildlie L b log s t  uy Irairing
ard  is currently studying toe eon -
ogy ul Sp ny-ly I Lizaies ys purl of
his PoD requirements. He is in
volved writ- either resuuie i rrDi ily
TRlafRC to remiles a.nri mam mH s
in the UAE and he has publish cc
r .urero js  scientific anc non
scar;  LLo articles.

Enter was onrn in South Af'ica
Uj-iu bus been livir y in Al A '  i tor
jL.5f over two years Prior to tne
UAE he  'iianeged a Wild lu Sz iu-
tuary in Mjjmih a ; HS 'well Ipcii.r-
ing a. Ihe pLiiytyctiiiic sme Uuivei-
sit 1/ of Namibia where he taught
Desert Luc or; y and tralroc N d ; l u
Drtiservstinr =turients. When
t tic pcnrilts Peter trcclonces ds
an  Ervironrr.eotal Consultant.
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Donkeys ) noppi ng

I faui ii: nysulf o lL  h king one July
Fricay v.hen the redid forecast 'U4
degrees and EJ 5‘i-S I uruidity ill Dubai.
I had purposely gotten up ea.ly sne
was OLt of the car by 07:DU :o beat
the treat a r d  to see whet was Jp
Old MDJt (since Lie uirds und Liu
bees by to baat the heat tooj I
Chose ill O f Cii with a tew permanent
pools, but things were pretty be 'ten
after more iron 2-VV . t rs  without
.■air.

Surrmhuw a tew dor keys are sii..
makinn oct, b&rey. Well used Lute
a id t r cs i  droppings were evident
bur I neveril tess saw bro ruuu.ily
dead adults, o ra  still aoijcbec pa
thetically in the e i a d c  uf  a low pu'm
where ii bad sni.q.nt its last m\,ge, I
later S Stroked two Tis-ds," one of
four sne another of three i.nri v'duals
that r Dd boon 'CS I r ly  ii i II le si iB.de ot
trees.

I 1C donkey didr 'L drink, but. w i t i  bi
petti clear, t at esst walked trie!
rail) back Lu t ic s ladu  ol thu pit ins
it had left.

'1 110 und was preoaaly near for that
□cor heert, since it appears that in
fcclion i nd  illrress t a c  aet i r .  At a
guess, he wnulrin'r last more th an
ailoLnC' couple ct  dBys. The near
est write- was only a KHomct'c away
and S sciely known to ell donkeys in
rhe a.-ea. Indeed, It may parly ac-
uu l i i .  lur .fair oreseicB there. The
ai inc donkey might riove made it
that far by nigh:. wic i it's coc.er, but
tha real problem is probably food
quality. I bore's lilLkj ur nett ing
sprouting, moist and nutritious
nothing, apparently. to eve rec me the
combined effects of c chydraitlcn,
male jlri Lon, ,'ifecLon and the co i -
rinucijR st.-ess of air n host

fiepp.T Pb/ Gary bei/.'.ner

Robber Flies i Tiger
Beetles

Tfus perufiery tr the plantation
area in ■.■'.'fici A Ra thab, near
Mutid ic.li. Oman, wbs a hunting
gnuinc in Into , l , i re for a number
Of unusually larr.a. Iriig-oncet!
robber flies called higl’vrayinon
'Apcu.'sa femciraiis) . Coe was
Ster feed uy in r-id-muiiiir y tzi a
tiger beetle (ap.iarerty
fr.'sul'uj. ilsud reckoned ta be a
fierce preca-cr. Roboe-' f ies are
HOL ptii liculuily curomo'i in the
wadi snviran ment. out tigs- nasties
of  several species a i c  Ei nur y .he
few insects that can reliably he
lou.-id c.ctlvc in blight sunshine in
the heat nf the day - most often
Ou dump ground EsUjauur-L tt: water,
eit-ier waci pools or coastal sicro-
l.rius. Exactly wl:ul L ie L gar hee-
rtes are eaiirn '£■ uicertaln, as no
ult ur rr ucuiicopic prey is usual y
seen t.nde- tneae oirci.mstar JSS.

f?6joc.: f t /  Car/ Fsuh- r

Thu IhL.ci insLar cH was very s?C-
The tb-ee s.nrewrry conkeys builuc,
bul one full trown O l some bedrock
just 10G metres off entt cicn'L have
the Slrunylh Lu gut up. I felt tarrib.e
but I cirin't knot'.' what to do. Mv
general policy is not to 'intere.-e"
with naii r e ,  but in this case I was
already L is  cause of tee p-cblem.
The poor donkey wax fully OkpOSOd
Lo L id iiouii s e i ,  and I bel eve it
wen iid r.ni have survived f t aad lain
ll luiu t il cay, so I thought I migtii be
able io give it enough of  a reresher
Id gut it ur; ite foci I approanhed
stewly with s tangerine n v uw and
tossed sectans. The dc ikey  ate
c i c  section oul nu inure.

Mere Yorn a sense □ ± obligation
than nope. I tried again. . filled a
5 mol , biOUC sa -.piL? jar with 'Water
Tom my park, vending ir a dis
tance 0* ali-OLt ci I cut '. Uf- i t  s fallen
conksy. so it could ne? tri 1G hope
ful y recourse} t i c  wulci us i t
poured from tne bctile. Then I
slc7h1y handed it urward. “nst did
tee tr,c<. at eaatl With s col  pie of
awxward luiullus Itic donkey was on
its feat emaciated, wnbh.V. Storiliq
uncertain y on uiiriouiug. looking
'ike a concentration car’ip si.ruivor.
I Rat rhe writer down and bucked u;l.

Chrozophora has its
'‘Day in the Sun' 1

The pate green, dusty leaved
C/.Tuzuphcir-u is a un til non but
relatively nonrieecripf perennial
lOLild r i  Eind Eiiound mountain
wac is In m d-. lune ?IXHI , I’OW
wve p . wiLti i iics L of IfiH er r pet lion
suffe-lrg from more too.-i two years
of  crought, ii was pne of the very
'cw piuiite lowering und fiu liny,
so :te inocnsp cjojs flowers were
nuvertf: class t ic centre cf atten
tion for many ouhe Ties. This was
Lruu on  both t ic cast anc west
flsn<5 cf -he moc mo ns. juttcr
I lies satin on Cfinjzcpfiora in
ch, dec flocks of ths coilirnoil
Med ter.-unean = ie'rcl, Sm all Cu-
p.d hoc RI jr= Spelter i Arab as well
as in d v  duals of the .-arer Lenpe.rri
butterfly and me African Malic. 7
Sk’ppe,- (a fi'st for the reptirreT.

fleport iy  Scr r- Feuiiier

Wnr/nga p efrina - Giv
ing up the Ghost?

Hiking h iric-Jteie into lt:u moun
tains nurlti c t  Vuhrihan. Peter Cun
ningham and Gary I" culrcr  .hclcod a
number ct  .' uo.ngs paragbna trees
(the wisoy TofOC -i’ tree lower
mounts Ln skipes) happen of lcavc-5
bJt lacte'i wilti long green pees
(innre "han fo pods Oil SCVC'O.
LiCtisl. T h s  was despite tne tent
tggt other bees In the arua - mo&L y
Auiicid? isn/As and Zf/ypri,?? . pteg-
C'YoJr- setmud l ucdcdly II u wu se
for wee- es the current (IrObJlI't CC.'i
diues. One possibility mooted by
Puicr and Cery: Heve condiriois
gotten, SO sad thul iudividun Mtr-
inga trees have "rieoiced" 1b at 1b.cy
may not Sl."vive' J A'ld have lb ay
therefore d-n.ipad rheir OGVOS and
Cl’ ar neded then Uiiangy into Itte next
g an Bratin.n. in ihn fan” rtf seeds Hat
can better wcathui .f:a drought and
u 'rerye w ie ' i  conditicns improve?
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mole-vOiC (oenus jHi''odij/f ). I was
fortunate to return witi a ropy c -'
vemmals of  irar i - Hooenorg
Zaie. Alijiu.jg'i the text is in Fare.,
_olir scientific names ard dislribu-
.ion rnaos e ib  inulucac, oiuluius
sue text are r jmerool ly  incexed ;
yic size nc-usu ro llouts and some
ether nfo'marioi ca-i generally he
deciphered.

E. mail your reports to
g r i f f@emi ra tes .ne t .  ae.
(Arial 10 justified) or de
liver them on floppy disk at
monthly meetings.

cies were observed. ah ne?r rhe
a lowlint al d.uou io B.ouo lout.
Not surprisingly. they do r e t  seem
re oe among those known from the
A'sbktn Paninsula and ara p.rota-
h“y f Pnles-vi n species. Cue
GCOniOd lo be t ic  Small Turin se-
shell (Anr.'fli's irrtvtse), a nel.irively
ubiqjitLiLis Eurnpaen speaieE he-
or.g ng to the Nymorai d fam ly. i.i
Great Eniairi t e found even nn
tire highest i noun lair s arid re t i c l e
Scottish isle iris. Aipt.ner w f f  s
seesrd Nyniphaliu (resembling L ie
E r c w i  '.■'I'all butterfly , the third wag
a Piord fa Yellow), and ihu l i s t
was e Lycaanid (a Little Blue).

Sr; all's. Freshwater snails were
observed at c.ily twa sues. tn a
srna.. rienc.’RrivR fountain at R f "
£ C.ly oi t ic  SiXithuir. plaLuau, the
h sede' snaii P.b/s&'/a acuta was
abundant. Th s is a wdespreac
snail well hi w;r i Europe a r d
Duoa., at the Ze aaeA fish ponds)
ard  readily itiudLuud oy tiu iiL i
activity. A ds -imed 'b<r at 7,0110
- .  war. nc-ic to i.liruc iSOCiuu a
niCrTbu’ al I t o  .RadAwL/.'.cneaa
comp 'ex (very similar in oppcai-
sTico lo the UAE's Radix natalen-
sis}. a larro ramshc'n snoll losc  n-
bl ig .'iirtipfR o.fo.'.T exrj.-rfvs. r=nri
ar LlKrfowr winkle-ataoed anal.
S p e c t e r s  c 'eec i  have o&en ’O'-
waidud ForairoerL dentneation.

No .ar d sna s '.'/ere founc at any
site. They may oe absent ne?ii :l;o
snewi iiu one' I mited b s&.vhere by
the si f i 'se vegetation foot results
from Dve p g._ azirg. At least one
species has previously boc-i a-
□D'ded from Fismrice 1 sites near
Fcrsopolis and is still awaiting
Rnn-cTicsl axor i ranon or p e-
sarvet: sipflomens. hut cic not
nave Die els uro Ic irvcst'gaLu fur
t IEilt ill foOSR F’A,=lF.

.\t ar :  ms. s. The only ma meals
aee i  w|’ ile h king were Qu she al
and BtxhtiE'i nomads sne their
can-eerie arimols sheep o rd
gLw.bs (which oftan wear oellsl,
co r  keys and degs. i \umcious
mole tiills were observec nee' m.r
camps to arrong oncn riclcs a?
0,030 ft. Biase '//ere I kely marie
by ere  of the reslcent species or

Iran Natural History
{tantfuucrf .TciiTi jL-.nc Giwity

IT. iis is Iriu souurd a id final part
rtf Gary F j l rer 's teJO.'t of lOluial
history ubsuvations made c u."ir<j
a visit to central P s i  ai'd die
ZegiOS Mounlai is ill April 2000/

Birds. f l ic n i u i l  naLiucaL.B t i r d
was t ie Haixted Crow but Lio
rru-s L lur r iur jLs = ce  r tairly the
Hiji...se Spa tow Uadi aro scan in
hII urban and eh tin han Free? 3rd
aor<E, indoporden. uf = l l j c u .
The Magpie h s=en c<:7:R5ipn ally 111
cultivated areas. At -li hui eleva
tions i the moi.HF. is  (above
8.<i0n ft 1 I sf.'.i n i -ny  I insehs
Whcalixii sue K'tfllicrr: 'A' hestea.-,
Be we'  eft a Rncx Th 'US 1, the In
aptly iliiinad Sucre Lsrk Ravens
a"  undeienrinec 501’1, £Jld a uLiii O."
Ye low 'cVaglails t i a i  foraged ny
following rero grazing donkeys.

Tie alrdwe.tciing h g t ' i y i i  of  t ie
trip was u iqueet ic rsb ly  the
chance lo sec the nia.ing riluEl of
tha Great Createc Grebe, foll.1t?
here at t ie  eastern iiiri.l of its
Europ-aan range. Seme 5C birds
were obsc'vcd from our camp
slangs de s ehp. ow c a r  mod lo<C
at T.2OC IL. At least five pairs- per
formed. inflating Ihaa rel’s and
crests, twining neck?, c'i'drg and
r JIH1 nr? OH 11 u Wc ter. Also eee.-i
beside the leke vrere a sme ' tlMk
Of vVliXjpdr Swann and f Purple
Heron.

Herpti es. Repti.es and s i rp l l o i
a r s  were scaico. I Iol ic frogs
and tacnole = in f few p o o s  along
side Zay'us rvers ut ov/cr asva-
tiors. A sis-itch Izan; V. In b.uC
tj f t iDi lu ru jy  p Lt was seen wn.la
hiking at fi.OOC rent

Butterflies. Fm.r c inrinclivo spe

Mystery soJved

Sorrc months £go I wrote abodt
and ehowfld slides of snrra myste
rious tracks n the cosc't. in  Moy
the ride e of the trec-ks 1 owner vies
solved, when I luunc u Ireuk ul l
gerbl, which turned into tie t'ec<
of t i e  r - y  tery mammal. First t iers
■weie Lie typcal two s d e  by sice
rontprirts tr a je'hoa, then s small
distance away lhe'u wc'c : rc
ee me two footprints atim.t 5 tim
opc't, then at a lo'gor distance Jio
'inys.ery 1 prin. of Lvro footprirte one
R-'-R' rhe nthsf will sonii 1? c.r,
Liet'-vdeii them. Si ice .hen I Eaw a
very nsTdctlve draw,ng of the way
a jertiua i novas ■! Jonathan Kirg-
CC.i's book hi j . -  iinals u Arabia. A
jer.ioa rines lot nc-n like r kenca-
rao wi.F bulb hind lugu Lugulhorar
s gerbil, whirih inps with ell four
leys lugulhu.-. A jerboa dues ru i -
r i ng  j a m s ,  pinning the twri linri
leys behind uno arolhoi in a
stretched step end then iF.king the
mam mon jumps .hat those small
roriente are remans far During the
hot man L is  the tracks at the Lap-
t ic  crae< nave iicraoaod n num
ber, F.nc several tiny footprint?
■iiakiny Ihiu narr u Irauk f ave ap-
oe&rod. CovioLsly ihe ieibco
ooputetjor at tho crccx is- doing
W“l ,

.'?pprt-.'f Uy iUe.' u:i?Jre . I'c.crjh'Geo'
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—SHELL—
—REPORT

shells sjgge&tec i; m phi be Can-
Wiltl/s- rviigricrr. was riot con
vjneed and 1oo« it to the hn'i.ral
Histury Mussjrn r i  Loiicou. whc c
ibey idemined it as Laf./ns !Lur.| ti., s I
a icla.iveol l iespiadie s l id '  lam. y
I’FiW.'ius aAAihir-rjs is the best-
< iU7.il uxaiiipldl. As tai as
"Seashel s of Eeslem A lo i s '
cues, ic-JBtuly lha;s wil bs a se:>
end ec tion scmeLme n the fjlure,
and shell sports ’.vill ne invau.shle
hl u'pcalirig data. So ulrrasu send
in those reports, “hey mey not
Sucill impOuuit lo you, but J icy
may ne tc Ec.neore else in the f.j-
1L'C.

fthe.lle's m gl’t he ir teresfud to
k r u w  that I f a v e  gers o?er
'Seashells of Eastern Arab a - , anc
listed ALL the gastropods on or
Access daiahase. I sti I have <0
Sui '111O11 l iu col - aye Lu hiuklu the
bivalves. I nte 'fitted s-ie er; cor
sol L : i.u databuse uu  011 ttieir own
computers, mod by it accord .nc _ c
th bit pro’cci iccb (I nuve no inle p -
est ir Kuwahi shells, or shs’ls or ly
im r r  org,  so deleted them from
rny own 1st), and ±En  ose it ss a
chock off for th dr own collections.
Anynre wanting a n sc copy rr it
may contact ~ c  a t . ' i c ra .

Rcjuo.ff by S’iir.'dy Fuiii ,i?.r
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Ptecae sar.'uycor shelf reports
to Sandy RWer

Tne yeer 2MR 13 draw.ng to a
close und os l s l i e I .  I are Liisur-
pd&f>d by iba lank pf shewing IO
poils ncfcii'.Hd 1 the past 12
months . Gary Feu nor has been
dil ge 1 il with h t i  sg t i l ngs  s i c  com-
iffl-itF. 0111 in>m elmosl everyone

else - silence, 5i,1 ttisu you to
i fose members aid toes the tiou-
blu lu h jU i  L paper riai.tilu= f ird-
ir.qs in 1h& sprue. ' Ihej '  f/ I ou
uddcU to Dcryi’s o-ign ng Naut us
database, a r d  may pro' e of VtilL. e
to cornu ncsua'chcr i.i the tucura.

II11S ysjs. - a la : rly s lem-t'es >v:n:er
anc lack c* sirong v/hds meant
■juoi pickings c-i the beaches. E.Jt
reports are needed, especially el
st alls beirg found where they
h a v e  n o t  b o o n  re  p o r t e d .
"Seashells at Eas'err Arabs" is
tne princ na  c jir.'e to trie area Jul
il was pub.ishcd G yea-s ego. I oc
casionally f n c  s-ie s that are r o :
ucoicoc in J tiG bc-ok. As an ex

ample. . found an orargc sliipud
gastropod on s. her=ah north of
KhO" r akkiil 1 May 1'iis yec.-.
Sticalc have hear easy tn iriemry,
bdt It ivDSn'l. A laubil aulncrily or:

CMAS

T.x icLd;i.k:i - ;iri. ri-:. HeriwriS -

LCK'I r..l IL’ •. aUlJ I: -IJ -LLir iJrzSLj: I Ll ■'<1
In .<■’1.. nu js l  ,ii l liuL. Hcsv

r’.T.r, - :ci ,p  arc : r rr."'--s-r . . .1 L::-jw.-
Lcl eibk. ;nn.ili:u:'!; .■rin~
lLlL.ll JI yjL I|J>L U.1',' .IdL.-C: .iri£ Frt
pnrrs  nr q j

. I il j i j ' j l j j I l j i j  1 1 i d  n J : -n: i • I i nn
will hr ck- r .nr l  rd  l l r - . j j j i  ,-j Jjj
fa.'jtiH'.'r I'dJfn", sn ti.-w i r  K;- n - i n - i
ccr. ::e :;!■.! r«d wi fh al nu; - re .rd ft ■ .

P.hsmgra/irt by i .emjwr.1 rFKer.i uri/ej? osCF/CCfij '.wri Jr.u GMAS ■?!/.' L'.W
P/lStCgrdju.Uy LVc.nd C a.T.yjfons.hi/w? fft.'s summer



special report Pu£t 4i

his car-radio antenna 01.ur coo c.
On Liu ateiii at It a fad of H'.h Tic  -in
to in f= specimen ox ApEiWted'S.TT/cs
L/Ji'/soLfurus was added Lu Liu cul
led nn. A nine Spmy-tniled lizsrd
wDs observed sill ■ ig ricur ils bu ■ 1 ow,
to whim ii -eiirEd when we get ion
C OSO.

Ted pte iS Lo UU -U  -jack next spiir y
for a longer expert lion whim w 'I
also hopefally includa the CmEri
a-ea of the Mn.ianrJam • an mppr
Lanl li ik oelweuri I: ar' ar' tuic A a-
b ar- f ora a id  fauna.

Rej'.Ltirf i7p' .Vajiirke ..foiir/'ji’i c1

Book Reviews

Sophie the Sand Fox

"In Lhe scute of  the country
stretches ar immense sea of
shi id. . . . This is the gold ar.d silver
kingdom of lhe sand cleaves. And
Lio princess of this redm was
Sophe Hie Sand Fox." Ir her latest
ilOryoOuk. Sophie ,t u 8u' id Fux, Dr
Vls - ijckE Joncoloec takes young r=nri
old alike 0.1 U tour of Uite mayfo
<ingcnn _ ard its rrgny a i c  vared
i.ihaU ’ ta i l s  and shows js Lie
warmth anrt e r a ” ?  of t i f i r  C'Siy
lives. Along die way she f ulds up h
rrlrrc- to some of man's ways as
well. T i e  text if illustrated with a
wea t i  of phetegraphs a r d  drawlrjis
inc is fast-paccc and nformati'.E.
The ik$ go to sponsors Emirates
A. rl.'ics u r d  Sky Czrgo. Wo i odo  to
have cooies cf  Ibis now release
available to me— hers at our Sep
tember moding.

Field Guide to UAE Rep
tiles

Ruplilcs play un rnporiit i t  role in
arid ra re  ecosysiems out there iOS
never bcur it uumpreheiiE ve guxia
to the lizaics, Braces, skinks
gcckcs, lur.lcs ard teads u '  L-.u
LJAF. Mow we havft ir (=ic it was
well we l l  1 wai:ir y fol Dr Marij::kE
Jcngb'oed has taken up toe task
a id given i :e  'A'ild Ahuut Reptiles: A
Fielc Guide :c Hie Repb es and An -

DonJirt ueo' oi'er.iesf

cejisFu. as was the next nay’s
search for Te J'uc-la. 'cc lizard in
wad. Mtirocd.

Oil the wiiy to Al Ain v a tic r oun-
tain route, we found AfiftJtfiiOkiscfy-
i'.YS SCff.'fli'rfJr 11 s o n e  luw busi es
along the rcon, a i d  tracks ox m a r y
ilmpi'w'sdaer.'ids", a SLatEr-arsan
specimen ikai pariai la-ly ; u.u--
estEC Ted. Bi.t it was- a -eedy too
hot to t.'iC iTly s juc’i liens at It' at
rime. A f . j rher visit tn rhe spot
samo days later v e y  It'te u. r iy i l
a;so y elded nn resuks. Among
end nrsuiid Jiu y- ip i isLaui iu
t-uexs was the cleer track of e
large k'c  niter izaie.

We tr eH peter Cu.’iR nghc r ear
?.1ajh-dc and teqeibar hasded far
Snbditne, where wc colcc’.cd ur -
olf'.ar Fan-footed geokn, e -eally
beesirifij. specimen of !hc Juyt-
ktr's izard and some toads we
essumec to De uyte
because tiey h.ac rather I fge ear
drum 5. Muie cu ulul exurn ' l i i t- j i i
at home revealed the! the ear-
da. ma we-e larger H’>ar. ir 3u/b
aratwsus, but they did r.ct touch
■.he corner of Ihu cyu us Licy
should : i Eufo o’fiofsrer?. , Hope
fuiy ’.he DMA stucy w i l  reveal what
toed '.■.(*? nave here!

The neid locetgp. was cdjacor.t to
l ie sewage plan I c:f Al Ain. where
an aree of  cw rec dunes hor-
■jujiuu id' sc 'Is af '.reasirHs: at
iic.it we caught rr.'o smo. geckos.
Stei'.'sua'ufyJLis a.mbicL'z znc Stecr:-
oacf/i'ijs dcuae, as well as u s j -
psro specimen nf the sa id  boa
Pyx /aydfich in L io riDmiog we
rned to find i ke  ii.'ffptedttrmifc
that had left their treokR, hut ih?i
WdS iOt SUCCDssl'u . hatching a
tew sard  skin/e jrewrves '.'faS
also r o  easy task but thanks to
Peter Cunnings.r's p-nwess it
turned nut ol'lght. One ot Lio Al
.Ain skiuka now jite ir a hEaiitifi.l
ierraridir in the museum lb- zutx-
oc uiil studies .n Berkley , Cnltfor-
ila.

A visit Lu Jubul Hated was next.
On IbiE way no tn “ed spotted 0
psp .'tfotr tx? s7riai'fnx sur rii'ig
c i  a rock anc defly caught it with

He rp-h un t ing  tor Gnckos a rd
Lizards

Since net eveiyoiic wua n Dubai at
the ti r e my extensive E.ticle r.n mint
ing I'zarcF; with Fter-tclcy rouoarcidi
Ted Papar l j ss  appeared in the Gulf
Friday i’ - oga m no, one for Ihu saku oi
recording animal resisted Rigr.tings ir
Gazcl.c. I I: not  wiLLci dawn w.ic.L we
enonii me sd nn <ii.-- shorn sieve/ in
■\iay. rinsl, the pdrauit i  of l i e  caltec-
rions was tn nontr Jtiif? to ? i c.igolr g
research p iug ra r iuu  in wli.c-i ONA
studies dona c i  -ftp t" es tr rhe emiie
reg on from Cl’ ilia .0 .he f/udilcrra-
ncu"i uttoript to cstat  ish the relsiion-
sh'ps hetweer the vpr oug icp.ilc spu-
ciay and su bspecas These studies
can help "0 uncerGtaild Why ua. Uuu.ar
ypee'es hc.ve developed dr'fereitly,
and can p'ovcio date ic-r uy-.imaiiia
about necessa’y p'ntecticin rr cans in
sensitive habitats.

The irst location ws v Liteu wiis .ho
uubkha rear  Fas  Ghanana. where I
hunted Ts.'flfo.RC.'iic;/? sc ciiS years
ago wi.t Fu'.uck Osborne. vVe were
sjcaB&Bf.jl there rqh i  arwey with SpC-1
: i rg  two anc Ca.utirig one of these
colo.jrfi.l lizoms. The books mon lion
LhaL Liis lizard was first fauna si Jehel
Mileihn v.jite I on sou Heed .. cjf.lier
Pom Ktiaw?iiieHj. Inferno sting he-
fwe&i these three locations Tud and I
tried L ie a t=a iiaar Qrrn N r.VFih ch
the ast cay of his stay and ui.uic
away w i l l  the same resi..t: two 1.7am s
spclted, one caught. I l  Is ikey dial
the ur l i io  coalite sandy p.ains Eirt
ri.jres ares provides fobl io. tor Lliio
wonderd gecko.

The next location was the oasis di
V.'aCi I ayyibah licai L ibba. “here we
rifinegert to catch 1wo small 'cyakari
lizards, 010 Of the Iwu e i i c t r i t ;  to the
Hajar mnuniams. Also a number of
tones were collected icrt: .ha various
pools. A wadi race - fCrtutrf." rt?Ouortt-
Cibfsl was seen but r Gt apprehended.
Ona of the oasis labOd'ers 1O0.t LS 10
11 & notisc along L ie main highway end
there we fai,nc one Bu/JOpt.'i- tLiJursir-
j’efas ard  s Fan-Fonted gecko.

A vary hot -'omy in ike h ’ ls  ncor Khor
hakxan il’ai ■even ng, los ing  for
Asauuus spp was completely imsun
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name tel home teJ office fax

Chairman Gary Faul t ier  3C-3 5579 33"  3320 sfiOfl 33' 3371

Vice Gt ui iriuri
messages: 30b S?30U
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PLblShC'
e.mail: grff. em rates net.ac
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Lib's 'is o

Sales Ass slant

Ch ie‘ Fog nee.'

Murtbei c l  Large

C .mail : pvanai em iraltiH. net.aa
DMnna White 344 1510

e mail :  dnv/l'itei em lrates.net. go
Vo lun tee r  required

James Pardon  263 0 27

S a n d y  Fowler 34 < 2243 .10 calls P S 344 2243

FcrE i ras fc G a i l  Gordon 4 t i i t J f £ 349 3U79

Memoc'sh 0 Ac-sistarl Barbara Hayward  394 EGG" 239 0029 333  7375

Contifv.i&j fro.m G.-eviOLii pj  c

nhib-sn-E rr the JAE .  Suitable ft'
oolF. casual readers a id .none eh-
r iojs arruieuro. anc spiral-hoi. nd
fo ressy  l ias  n ihe t e l e ,  t h s  guide
is sure lo ue a best sellar.

Jt is  divided into hvn sent i rqs,  first
a ' i  &jy£i£Tifi i ianalivLi uisijjEHiuii
of m a n y  r f  :he we -iDtewurihy
groups u i c  species, and ±en a
b ief systematic Rescript or> of  all
species k. iuw' i  trem the UAE.
Eng ifth names arc g iycn aloi ' j j
wik i  s c i u r L c  i ia ines ro r esen sae-
oiEs. Ir h salutary exe rcso  ll>u;
one dial IS Sulu Lu r u  le  a -e-.'.1

reaihers). P.1 ar jeke hits . 1  some
il Stan CCS LbCrdur ieu  Engl is 1

names heretofore used scally. l.i
t vuu '  c l  ■'uuiii.'iu r 1 la in  ae used

elsewhe e nr reoom ment lud by
expe ls ,  in L ie  irilcrcs-t c f  reg ana
and in ier rat imal  cons sforcy. It i-
hoped that o thcu w l l  I c - l w  tror
Example. However, she is stways

circle :□ i i icictdc earlier Iccal
names, sq that need&cs car  SO't
Cui pus  s jIc conic  sioi i .

TI’C OCOk S ir p a r i  d t i ioule :o '.he
late Bisn Brown of  Abu Dhabi, who
was a mentor 10 m a n y  LAE ama
teur rari iral isis ar r i  w h n  torn a
socolai ntcrcst ir iopli he. T i e
fielc cuide incoiporates excerpts
Ir-urn Bisli'a iioLhh made in co ' i -
iemp a:ion c' pub lec tor i  befoiu his
uniirraly caaih. E i . t  Marijo e has
also laker  odvar lagt t  el' d i e  ic -
scuron ana Ed’.'ice of cfoe- profes
sionals who hi lvu Slud.cc L ie up-
tile and amphibian f su ra  of  i h e
UAE and O m a r ,  nduc ng L N
A i laid, Miuliae GcdlagtiE', Drew
Gardner n -id J GasoQ'Oti

I t  is a pleasure to cckno-wludga :hc
suonsorHhiu ir A:iu Dhabi's F r v -
ronmei l la R e s e u c l :  and W Idl lo
Duvccpmcnt  Agency ( ER'.VD A j.
for t-iis invahiah g field e j k e .  We
1000 10 hu-'o copies a v a l  able a t

The1 L Pinu' truu

.Al 1'10 last AicC’.iiig bulO u L iu
summer one  of  nur memoers
asked me :ho .name c J U'c .ocal
"pine t-ee". Ar the lime I conic nr"y
Hi'IC’llbUI It U l  .llU Lil ’ I  IIUTL!
transited inm- lorserai l  nr herse-
i u i r .  Thu p r u p u r  n u n c  is

"Cesijflrwjs eijRJi’iep.'i'ii' , it i$ inTo-
dLGEic and grows up tn 20 m tall.

Rgpiz.'f by Vs.njcke

For Sale
M ar h I e ‘kwonhy ns  s e well . isrc
col lcolors csb lnc:  lor sale. Il was.
m a c e  locf l  y and  he 5 1 0 doors. $
d : uwui -s a i  id  u -s upii ig  ylc.s s. 1 1 u a
tr:.?. i t  rose sure 3 heigh: 11 ' jcm x
widl ' i  120 cm x depth GOcm.
P lease content Maria "'o' firt-ig-'
dOlD s: 050 0590977
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