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Members’ News

Rain Rain Glarfous Raln

Aftar the Qoteber 3 dusl slomre that
hl downlewery Dubei -- the denasst in
most pacples’ momorles — row
DNHGE member Chrlsting Namour
WM RGME b Jesal Al to find fhat i
had only rained there, and tal nor
rhildren had ke dut playing in the
raln lhg whale time.  She also no-
tized that herons wera soan feading
in e puddles that had fermed 1 the
coBpalal sands.  Whal sha asks,
ware they aating?  What, hdesd,
we'd |lke to know — the LAE hgs nol
yat heen reportad ta hosl tho dra-
matic cphemeral pand life knoen
from elsewhere In the region, such
a% tha Ladpola ehrimp (Thops sp. of
Bahrain and the Empty Quarter).
Bait sen the mports of cam shrmrps
in 1his iRRNA.

Wa say goadbye thls month la
Pieter gnd Clare Kunz who hava
le=ll Cubai For the LK, Clare has won
our end of seasoen photigrephic
Lwmpatition awice.

instructhee expanment,  Protected
freann wigw by tha lighlly firtad glass,
Gary essed open the French door
and put his head full oot siowly,
leorking directly At tha hod.  Fhe pl-
geon rose 1o s “est and laoked
back cauticusly, but made aa mies
ta fy, @nd Gary wilhdraw and closed
tho door. & half hour later, the pi-
geon sfill relaxng, Gary cased tha
Freneh doors open again snd ex-
tanded, i the same posiilen. a plas-
tiz poregring falcon (aveilable at |g-
cal hardwsre stores], Tha pigasn
£tared direcly at the degoy feleon
far abouyl 3 secard. |3 ayes widaned
wilh tha glerm of reconnition, and
then It was off and away fram the
13th Aaoe, Mate: A lazed on the basea
of the decwy sevs: “IMPORTANT,
For maximum effectlveness, move
every few days”

DNHG Membership
was due for renewal In
September

30 pleage renew by the Hovem-
ber meeting to continuc 3o enjoy
e monthly Gezelle and to panlcls
aste in the exciling Toelhooming
ficld trips! CMHG membership
ramein: & bargan at Ohs 50
1engles or couplos).

Yaur may |ein o raraw at meatinge
(sae Membership Secretary Fi
3kennertor) or send us a chaque
mada out to Lloyds Bank account
no 173r46. [Fleasse nate we can-
niot cash cheques rade cut to tha
OMHG.) Menbarship is walid from
September 2000000 Augywsl 2001,

DMEG membershlp entites you to
paricipate ir fisld fripa and helps
pay for our lechire hall, publication
and dielribution of qur manthbe
newslaited, sddillons 1o our Horary,
incidental expenses of speakers
and ceoasional spacial projacls.

Ptastic Peregrine Protec- [This month's Contributors

tian

Uncharactedsiealy al home ona
weekend aftemcon, Chalrman Gary
Feulner notlced a pigeon nestiad
alup a light fisture on hlz baloony.
Thils provided the opparunity for an

The Editer would like bo thank tha follgwlng for thelr reports:

Feter Cunningham
Etaphen Gresn
Mlzhaet and JIl Cates

Gary Feulner
O Marijcke Janglosd
Dave Sheldan
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Shell Huntlng
Friday 10th Novernber

Sandy and Berd wil lead a shell-
ing frip ta eilher Fame sl Ras
Khalmah o an Cast coast beach
tar both), depending on demand,
fmerested  Ffoks should  contact
Sandy or Baryl at the numbers
llsted on pages T of Gazalla, for full
details.

Sceorpien  hunting  at
night
16thf17th November

Alan and Marnyn Dickson will leaco
this avernipat Wadi camping tip o
hunt for Boarplons whikch are of
Goursa nggiunal Gresiunes.

Fleass contact Mary Beerdwood
on 04-3422 346 far farther detalls.

Hajar Mountain Nature
Hike
Friday 24th Novamber

Gary Foulngr wil lead a full-day
hika in tha central Hajar Moy nizing
of he UAE, Tho emphasic will ba
an natural history =and the rowe will
Foliowr 3 wadl but will ulbrmataly as-
caml (and latar dascend) A0 me-
tres {1350 M) for pamaramic viaws
from the local peaks. The graund
is mugh undarfo and 1here arg
1 tralls. The hlke is suilakls Mo
expeienced hikera or thoae whao
requlady &ngann in active sports
o her gxergise,

Ering boole, 4 lirge of water {3 o
cary] and packed lufeh, plos
camera, binpoulars, hand lens ete.
D ragUired. Depad  Dubei
T00=am gharp, estimated return ¢
FO0pem. Maximum will be 15 paa-

ple.

Far furber Infanmatkon,  slgheun
and logistics, £aa Gary at the No-
vember $ih DNHG meetlng, or
telephane: 330-3000 {pffice} or
Q6-5570 (hame),

Autumn Star Gazing
Thursday 23rd Novem-
ber

Lamjed El-Kefi will lead this trip
awzy fmom the lghts of Dubal
Passa bring telescope [if wou
hawe one), 2lnoculars, ard re-
freashmanta and chairs are alaa 8
good dea.

Deszils ard maps will be available
at the masting an 1ha &th, or can-
fat Mary Beardwood on 04
24 2TRAR.

Emirates Towers Kes-
irels

e ar moke kestrels have already
thkon up residencs, along with
new lenants, at Dubai's landmark
Ernirales Towers.

Cur Next
Speaker

Fob Gregary was born In Awal,
Bahrain whers his father werkad
for an il company. Whea he re-
tumed 86 B teanagar ko Bahrain,
from schedl In England, he was
invalved in a projest filmng fer
Wall Disney—'Hamed ard tha Fi-
rales'. As the only cher amangst
ihe group of teenagera warking on
the proect, he was asked o take
some under water cingrnatoara-
phy and he recorded e last arigi-
nal Bahraini pearl divars. A clip
frarn th & il will ba shivar at the
mesting, Raob contnued his shid-
los of tra pearl oysler, pinclacz
fucata. cwer many Years and is
nawr A pArk-oavner of the An.stech
Dlve Sentre in Baliralh.

Bird Migratian

Cn Thursdey Sin October, | drova
1 to the Halta mguntair s, dping the
usual round of alghl seslng Wity
relatives, It was intereating o o=
It of Saen o Swalkeas and 3 sle-
gle Comman Swift migrating ecrass
the daset tralwsen g MNiowa and
the Crman Lordey mid aflemngon.
Mo water in the "Hatta lakes™ {and
aence no kirds) &t domr, end dha
vagatesion, ey from the wodl
osdds. was looking very gormy for it-
salf. Howevar, a sfapandeus 1hun-
devetonnidownpour coowired about
5-18pm. Wary cramatic, with avan
tha smallest hilleck awash in water-
fallz, and the mad impRasabla far
while. An amazing spoctacle. Tre
lakes, | agsume, wil sean ke fulll
As right be egpacled by old hands
In the reqicn, the read was dry Skm
out of Halta. The vienw in rear mbmo
on the way back was wary dremetis,
with an aml shaped stemn choud
avery ghage fram black 1o pink in
e setling sun. § A8 |5 custormary on
hese arcasions, I'd forpgetlen my
carnaral.

| ks wesil o the "Winmpey Slte" an
e Al Awir Road ele afernoon of
thwa A Dedtes and found e fol-
lowing migranta: et laest 14 very
confiding white=Lalled plovers (s iz
a record ‘or the LAET), £ blua
cheched bero eaters, G0+ litle greke,
1 black-necked grebe, 20+ gar-
panay, § shovelat, & marsh harror,
60+ [Htlle stint, al least 4 black-ailed
godwit, 3 anipe, 8 spatted radsherk,
& gresnszkank, 3 grean, 4 Lo on,
6 woedd and @ marah gandpines,
B0+ ruff, and a pair of gossy (s
The Hirund ne roost Included appio:
250 comrien swalves, 50 sand and
16 house marting. All thia wilkin
15km of Cubai.....

Thig t3 tha firet lime I'va found tha
place....eulle an Impressive  site
birdwisa, if not asstqsticelby, [Troth
be told, It's also mere than & likle
amelly], Fowevar, in t7e words ot
Arnold  Schwarzenenger "INl be
b=ack".

Riport by Odeg Sl
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Field Clips ......

Rain, Rain, Come Again

“hose whotve betn bamaaning the
lack of rain for moat of the peat
thee years, and ihe consequent
braleful w@lfucds wn dacal florg and
fauna, can now take sove joy in tha
afermath of recent scattered show-
ers.  Ran has fallen since lats
Avuguat in neny aressd fram Al-Aln 1o
Masafl. Mosquitas rmay be tha big-
geat anort-tarm benefigiay, their lar
vy and pupas ara rwy abundent in
temparary pools and poaddies.

THurdarstawars owver Jroel Qatar
near Al-Aln created shom-lvad bl
picluresqua  waterfells soove the
Hanging Gardens, whizh many LME
and Dmani lcala wenl out ta sl
Feter Cunnirgham and Gary Faul-
ner inveatigated 8 couple of weeks
laler ard found saveral plenta al-
raady in flowar on dhe surlt pla-
teau, Ineluding partculany Hibiscua
micearthus and Lyciorm ghawii (he
Fesert Thom),  1he latter altractad
large numbers af bulledlies, maztly
the Biue Spolied Arabs, and one
lree:  ailraclad courting  Caper
Whites. & total of nke bulle Iy spa-
cies wara obsarvedd, Bfter a lackius-
ter aummer. Dipead lites [Dipcadi
giflarum) wara aprouting like topay
and many olher planis showed ten-
des, grasn new growdf o seed| Ngs,

Clam-shrimpa were slep obsered in
many pods 3t Jehad Catar. Thase
small ousizceans ook ke oy
shrima haused in a tranaparant clam
shall, anc were firs: noticed In the
UAE litlly miore Lhan a yeer @gg in
freah bedrock pools at Jebel Halosl
by Dick Homby of he ERNHG i Aoy
Daabi. Most of these secr at Jebel
Qatar bore ye low aga masses, The
pal<adol diving hectle was 2 prode-
L.

L was a surprise ta find thet such
recent rain had even brought don-
kews back o tha lop of ha plata,
whizh woukd have been exceplon-
Ally dry and baren dwding te
drovght, Mot anly ¢id e donikens
coma in groups of three, bul Peter
and Geary saw three qroups of throo.
These wore fzunfy groupa of mathar
gnd young, but only one of the
yaung appeared to bo from the cuor-

|

11l ywear.

0ne of the hilghlighls of the day was
o waich 8 Paregrineg Feeon ater-
nalety eparing and swooplng on he
alr currenly al the edge of the cliff,
first pechaps to ‘mpress a few resl-
dant Mlecks of pigsons, and -hen, it
geemed, just for the fun of .

Elsewhere In the UAE, pondlila in-
cluded many diny topds 89 well a5
tiry  uveqlle wadi fish Gaira barw-
inias, both plausibly B responae o
ihg [ag-awealied ralns.

Severdl redated items A thes Issus of
ths Gazalla tell mors abaut the poet-
rain renaissance dsawhara,

Repot by Gary Fane:

Rarc Snails { Clam
Shrimps f Dragenflies

Stephen Green and Gary Faulner
succaesdad in collecling specimens
of t1e rare snall Buknus wrighli fo
an epidenivlogcal research wnil of
the EBrliah Museum (Mstural His-
lry) — & praject that waa repaniad in
last month's Gazelle. More than a
dozan sneile were ledosd in the
cormfort of 3 plagilc themmas bollls
and flown to Londan, wherg they
were  breading  succossiully  legs
than bwo waeks later.  Steve ardg
Gary noticed tha: although bedrack
pouls in the upper wadi were full,
donnsTedm poms, maslly in grawal,
ramang] amply,  This supgesied
Righly localized ard not vary heawy
pragipitstion,

Clam shrimps (zoe also "Rain, Rain,
Come Agein"] wera the most abun-
dant animals In mest of ta posls,
which suggeets that the rein was
fRirly recent, Clam shimps seem o
b pne 0 ther eard ast organiams e
amgrge: from dormancy (@ a leng-
llved epp) Molluwing -ain after @ lpng
drought, bt they co not zeem o
aersisl.  They hawe sp far been
fourd only In the Al-&inBuraimi
ares, &t Jfebal Hafget, Jebel Qatar
and along the moukiain frent to the
ME. Howsver, they could ya turn ug
‘Lither narth, bt in upper wadl arivi-
ronments, since ey saem o ba

inhikited by Ih&e prezence of wAdi
fiah,

It weas a surprize g find the Globe
Skimmer dragonfly, Pantala fla-
wesCens. Bburden: in thiz wedi
Yirlually every pool had on or twe
in rasidence. The Globa Skimmer
Is a pan-trepleal dragenfly with ax-
traardingry migratory powers (it
owvan reachas Easter |aland). Wi
faund in many envirpnments in e
UAE, but 15 ot nammally coermedn
i1 rge<y wadis, |0 this instance [6
probably uses ils Suparior dispur-
sal ability tg lay firgt claim 1o Bn
area of fresh rain. Qe fomals
waE z8en laying eggs.

Report by Gary Faulner
Reptile Day

Fetar Cunningham, 3Stephen
Green and Gary Feu ner teamesd
Lp ta invastigete & la-ga wadi near
Mazafi, hout five weeks after Faln
21 tha sl of Auguet soffcient 1o
cauge the wadi o flow under the
MasatrFulgirah  road ard  into
Wadi Ham. K appeared the rain
had not been particulardy  heawy
ard had i fallen at all Wy same of
e lowar tribataries. Mavarhaless
it was sufflclent 1o have lossenei
the grip of tha drought end tp
make Il a banner day Tor repliles
and emphibiana, bringing out a-
mist the Rl cast of Hajar Moun-
tein diurnal [caytima) epaciea: beth
the Araklan and Dhofar loads
[Bufa mrmabicug and B, dhafaren-
#lsy tha Recs and Bar-eiled
semsphore geckos  Pristuns  vo-
nmetris and P. celarrimus; the Fan-
footed pecke (Phyodactylus has-
salquietiiy; hwo andemic lizerds, the
larqe Jayakars (Lacerla jayahail
and the smallar Blue-lmled (L.
gyanural the rare mourdain sklnk
{Mabuya tessallate) and the
aqJally rare Asian  snake eyod
s«ink [Ablaphare pannanicue], 3
plantaton resldent; and last, bul
not least, tha Carpet Viper, (Echiz
coloratus) raprasahtad by a spei
men lhet seama o heve died in
place walting far a meal.
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|E,maﬂ your reports o

griff@emirates. net. ae,

(Aral 10 justified) or de-
liver thern on floppy disk at

monthly meetings.

Big Elack Scorpion

Some eecly kacal natural histony ref-
erenecs may leave the imprassion
that the large blagk scompion com-
man In WAE dasart areas, Androcio-
nus crassicauds, may na: be ag
painfJl ar dangerous g same af the
emaller sznmpicna. Comparisong
aslde, Most exparts naw cansider &
crasslcauca :x 22 a polentally very
dangerous specias 814 i should be
left well alone,  See, lor example.
the dascriplion by Barbara Tegar in
Katural Cralrates. who describes e
aymptoma of a aling gz amilar o
sirychning pelsoring. A relalve, A,
guetralia, foand in Morth Africa, has
wang been recognlzed as potantlolby
lsthed tg qumans. Racent lacal ax-
perdence with A crasskauda am-
phasizas the denger. An experi-
gacad and 11 oUtdearsman & Jmered
spelemic sympiomes, Including ap-
aarant cardiags  imegu arity, sevara
enaugh ta forge him b2 seek medlical
a:lenton. More genemlly, caulicn is
glways advigable, gince most UAE
seorpions In beh desert and moun-
-ain argae sreé mambare af the Bu-
*hid farnliy, aB of which are tpleally
armed with relalively potent venom,

Regrart by Gary Ceulnar

Spiny-tail Lizards suffer-
ing from lack of rain

Poter Cunningham has  movilored
twenty Spiny-1ail Lizard individuzle
slnce May 1992 In ha Al Aln area as
part of 8 Ph D sludy an the canser-
vatlan coealogy af tho speclas. Since
ihe start of the study no rain hag
fallan i1 tha study araa. This, cou-
pled with a lerge number of camels
in M wred, has nesolbod in Lhe wisi-
ble decline of tha degart veqetation.
The coarse deserl grass, Per-
migatum  diviewn, which ia 8 fe-

Field Trips ...

wvourad plant uilizad by the Spiny-
talls, Fave hesn particdlady badby
affccted.  Betwasn May 1999 and
June X000, 1 individuals had suc-
cdmbad indicating a 58% ros-tality
rate gver A 1-year perind.  Inoar-
olhar Siwdy area Whess AfDURRsy
ciiatg, of \he Borage family, is the
domirant plani, ihe Soirg-tels are
faring much batter with ne fataltlos
sinze JanJany 20040, Molkiopsis o
ile i assly creppad hroogh active
brawsing by Spiny=zlls. raking It
unavailable to camels. The Aoff-
ronsks area |z 3 favourad habilal
with & high denaiy (140 irdividogls
ped hectars} af Spliy-talls ot
arag. ey litle wark has bean done
on tha diet of Sginy-lall Lizards
ihroughgat thekr renge.  During my
rasearch, tan parennial pant spa-
cies from B diferent families have
biean icantified 85 baing includad in
ihelr dlet. These lncldde specles
from e Milkweaed, Paa and Gourd
farnlly. laterestirgly he Deserl
Squash, Citrelins cofoepntitiz, s also
eaten. N is expecled that many
mare alent epaciag, espedaly annu-
dlz, weuld be consumed onoc (IR
the rains ar-iva.

The mgjarity of bumows face in &
soulharly and easterly  dinschicn.
Mring summer ths makes seq3e
a5 burrpees fasting in & northarly and
westery direclon would be warmer
ard recaive mores windblown sand,
a5 the prevailing wind is narthwest
during suramer. It has alsa aeen de-
lecring<d ihal the bumgw termparg-
lres are an average 8°C conlor
than the ambignl temperature 30cm
balew ground.  This is significart
when  amblont  ternporatures  are
regularly in the mid-to-high 40°C
dunng summer wilh sall lannpara-
tures abowe GOCC, The author wol ld
welzatra any obes inlsmsting data
concerning Sginy-zll Licards as ob-
sdrwar by mambess. IF any Spiny-
tail Lizard road-klls &re encouniered
please collect, freeze and inform
Peter whereupon he wil come and
callect tha spacimens.

Feporf by Peter Curnnirgham
LIRS A0, 32

Warld Animal Day
Charity Event

Crotobar SthiGih haralided Les skeal of
an ennual evenl. this year erganised
by Hardsquin and sponsorod by
Pedigres, Whiskes, Hareqdin and
GChannal 4E/4, It Icok place in 2 rar-
quee  at Le Merldlen Mina Sivani,
The evert raisad funda for K9, Fe-
ling Frlenics, tho Arablzn Leopard
Tnust, and Horee Riding for the Dis-
atulad.

an he 5" the Soclal Anmal Ball,
witn  ecszallent budat dinner, wes
celebrated by some 400 paying
guasts. Tha dress coda was blac-
lie. feathers ar amlmal pinis.The
coztume Marijcke likad beat waa tha
gentlernan who was dressed noa
dinner jacket, lie, black tights, and
late of white faathers paaping out
‘ram u-der the jacket — ane of tne
best ostriches Marfijcke had ever
seen. The enterfainment wag pro-
vided by Ardraw Goardon ardd Zanya
3hah performing a aelf-
choravgraphed deinee, ard lale e
Sfraight-Up band, that hed been re-
namad The Animals for {ha swenirg!
Mour oryslal ewsrds sponsersd by
Pedigres, Whissea and Harequin
were handed o We companies
[Ehell Markete ME, and Byma Drill
ing} and two  Indlduals  (Linda
Raweadan and Marjcke Jongbload)
tar helr "oulstanding contnbution ta
Animal walfera”. Afterwerds Jong-
tan Mies of Channel 4FM Ekept
things swing g anl b Hbe eady hoors!

Or the 6 a “Carnival of Anima s
was hefd. with & eralt {alr. Dogs.
cats, ponles and camels could be
aagan, touched, ridden end in =ome
cases homed, There was a puppet
ghonw by gome ALT volurtears, sio-
mbeak reading by Gall Gorden, face
@ng henna-painting, 3 bouncy caslle
and a shaw by chilleren from the Bal-
let Centre. Tha Aim is o sat up and
rmalntan an anlmal Welfae socletly
Iz prevent cruslty o enimale, and
proanole propar cars o animats In
Qubgi. In the next newsletter Mar-
jora Jongbleed will report on the
amaunt of funds resed and the
plans for tha fulure.

Rapart by Mariicke Jfargblioed
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recorders’ page ...

Dubai Nalural
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Recorders

Bzprilez - 1 Reza Bhan

e 3H HES

ol 3 1462

T (el 349 %437
Avchaealogy - Bobuert Lowelser
e ) R
Lol ilemiratis.net. e
ke & P Coales
Ten 345 HEM:
1mlﬂi@mlfl‘rrﬁ.nfﬂ'. e
Siaeliels - Juruly Fuvelor

ros 34+ 2243

fax b4 374
Arlreoeeny Tarnjed Elioeh

ez G543 003

off (4717 954
G-e.l:-|-:|E:|r Genry Feolner

sk 308 35T

faw 330 3590
Puzail: - Walvric Chudoers

roe 34H 4iLE,

Tax 344 3727
[iseciz - oy Fenlnee

Blle -

(ot alaove
Mavucede - }{uri:iL'ku ]u:Lﬁhl—'_v-ed
red 35 TR
fex 520 Ry
cujung D oicat s e L
Manre L - Lanjed Bo-Fof
[ser: ahrwre)
Pruney Valerie Chalrnzr:

{!L‘L’ dLl'.l"-".":l

ke rergreprs @re net reccesrdy
seimntilr exparks ir. heir dq:':igna?-;-r]
Licle®. Do Feen, szoosl are ool Hoer

over, thoy ave iterested and ko l-
edgeanle rmarenrs - e conract
Lo i.|'_-.-l:ru Tiwwes ary nberesling re-
rte o qucT e,

The ulentive i thal inlurmclion
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—EIRD—
—REPORT—
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Fleazs fax our Bird Facordars,
Michael and M Dates with news
aftes an sightings

Bird Watching in the
Dubai Ares

Wa ara concentrading this month on
axctics, excaped and released birds
which are not nalve bo the arsa,
tranght here hy man, rather than
fising hera naiusally. Many axolics
are nowy veny cammon in Dubal and
sumoLnding greas ard meay ceuse
confusion, Therefore we are lslag
some we have sear, and athars
which hawve been repored In the
groca. Dubei has several palacea
whare collgctipns of birds are kept,
Those  birds sccasionally escapa
and stay in the eres, whie ather
hirrs have been releasod Mbention-
ally. Tha faidy racent developmani
of parks, large gardens and other
wedll walerwd grean ereas has an-
couraged some of these birds Lo
slay andd brecd, Following on from
our vlsh o Safa Park, reporbed in
lzet monihe izaue, we have again
secn the shikra, (o bpe of sparmw
hawtiy which ie camman in India ang
the Wermen, Il can ba oo regulaely
in tha park, uacaly hurting 0 the
wooded artas oF parched In a fras.
1 in Re=mimmed this hird & am es-
capoa. Cn the Bl Saplembar we
were surprized to see 2 crowned
cranes, (e national bird of Kenya).
They rust have escaped lrarm a pri-
vate callection recently, amd ihey
staved abodt A week. Alss in the
Fark ona cen regulerly gea the
Southem red blshops, whilch Inbabit
the rushes naar -ha baating Ieke.
Mew that the rushes have boen out
back, g brds, with thei- brighl ar-
Anpe ard black colours, car be rec-
cahlrad easily. Pied mynah's ara
comnmanly seen, aflen fiyng and
leading with the cemmon myrah
which has rmultlplied iv the lasl 10
waars. Tha piad mynah wes thaught
to have been am escapee ar pes
leased bird. The populationa af the

(|
Indian silverbill ard white-choesed
bulbu = in Dubai ara thaught o have
been intred.cad, although the birds
could errive naturelly in the wild in
small numbes The red vented bul-
b, whick can nos ba Sean in most
parks snd garders, was introduced
In e lasl 20 wears or so, prubably
from India. On the bosting leke in
Sala Park, art car afen sac Eqvp-
tign Qeese. In the irees there Bre
streahed weavers, and feading on
e ground chestnut munias, Green
and flaxandrine perekests are com-
monly head shrisking as they Ty
Irarm tree to brea. usually in small
fliocks. Wear the Mirane Hatel pea-
coeks can b zoear, having flown
aver the wall of she garden where
ey lives. T Jume'rah Park we bigves
seen red gvadavars, and we under-
stand the pin ‘ailed whydah is found
in aome areas of Jurnelrah. In Shai-
ish recently wa were eurprised to
see 4 superr starlings fzeding with
cammen mynehs on the Com che,
we had 1o identify the ang from our
bk o East Atvicar birds, Also e
Iheae lawn=s we ssw 2 pAirs of Brah-
miny mynans arother ord from ne
dig. This list is cerzinly not com-
plede, last year the pellow blled
stork, ancther African bird. wss bo
ke seen a1 Knor Duaal, and was one
of @ graup of Beven relaaged or a3
capecs, bul these bids did mae
eeam to eptabligh themesvag in {hig
arca. Omiltholeglsts, though ivtar-
asied in these eacaped birds, would
obvlously profer [0 obsonsd Qanu-
inely mre migrants.

|¥ SNYoNe CHMES BCTOSS an Unuaual
wsuapad or relaasad bird, aspacially
one which |2 nesting In the arza,
please repad i, 26 it ey not vel be
recorded In the breeding birds of
Dbai grgwan Arahia.

Fagart by hitee and Jit Oatas

Letters to the editor
MNows? VYigws?

Flease wrile o us al PO Boer 9234,
or faw's gl Anna Grillin ar any af
the commiltee memhers listec on
Page T. |
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Slugs, Snails, Walnuts,
Walves and Leopards

' in ray best sut and oflee shoes.
On my Icft s 8 roaring mountein
stream bordered agalrst an cighl foat
lerracad wall. Te my right 3 aixty foot
verticle drop on to & ragging rog<y tar-
renl.  1Re medhlain streem owvarfioves
in places making the one fool wide
muddy pach that meandars alang ile
edge astremety slippery. | have about
oe hundred Teel of this palbwey o
scrambla  ower withoul loalng  boo
riuch dignity. Let me axplain. | am gn
8 four day buginess thip to Iran
(Tehran) and am part of tha Eahrain
dalagation ta the 26ih Tehran Intorna-
tional Trada Falr. aAftar & buay mom-
ing and lunch time | decide to ta<o a
brezk amd ask my driver io ‘eke me
back to cka hatel. This is day twe and
he probably rezllses By Adew | am not
L ordinary ‘busingsaman’. He sug-
gesls that rather Lhan geing <o tha ho-
1al wea visit Fis father wha ks a faimer
in the mounizin ranca [*Alborz"] Mori
of Tahran. Abort 3 kllomete's as
the g flles it should ‘ake sbout te
laurs ba gst thare depending on the
fraffic. Sa here | am, averwaight, unfif
and overdrsssed, hi<ing up the path
to the famn hut onthe skle ol an enar-
MEJE Mountan te mest my drivers
Father. We are at about 3000 medres
by now {nlh of the vilage of
Zayagan] end it is starling Lo lesl quita
chilly. 1 am iodd that the winter lasis
araund 3ix rontha and that for ona to
I's2 inonths - snew here |3 around
o melres thick. The farmland i3
mainly ierraced gardens orchards and
meadows sandwiched in betwesn tne
mam rver gorge and the precipilous
harren mountaln taps. The het is bas
&lt But contains = beaullful kg bars
ing stve that Is already Il and was
vary muck needed (Znd Okt - and it
snowved e nest day). Tea is 1o ba
prepared. | oo 2sk i | can look In his
stream and fields for snals. | was al-
most o embarassad but just could-
n't withhofd myself from this appar-
nily, Father and son, witheul blinking
an ayelid provide me with botter foob-
wezr and some shovels enc tell me
I've got wanly minutez yntil the 1oa's
ramdy. Bnaff | et wath hefp from the
s, I Up racks, trning aver pot-
tac’ plants ard dicging up the acca-

— S,Qeciaf report ...

gional wead {we found one fpe of
ferrestrlal slbg and oo Lypa aFf
‘raehwater gastroped), Back to the
hut for tea and frash walnuls pickad
fram ihe trees an the way back, ©n
redlising | & interasisad in wildlife
they stat ro tefl me some of thelr
stores.

Last winler, afler & bip Lo it villapa,
tha driver set off rnuch later than
nomnal b relum b Tehran {about
Opmb. A& light snow had fallen aad
upar entaring the main mad he had
to skid o = halt ag the raad was
Blockes by ovar 20 huge wolves.
He lmed off his headfigrts and
edged slowh torward, aventually the
wolf pRck ran-off Mg the mountain-
slde. Abpl five yadrs sgo hin
brather waa returming heme fram the
famm in Uwe |zl afemoon (abaygt
Spm] and in the cenire of the village
& keoaare had decided to po to sleep
in tha middle of the road. MNo-ana
warited 1o hurt il (or be hon by it),
Al the gzrs slopped, wound up their
windows and turrad off the their en-
gines and waited - abaut 2 hours.
Ey which limea at least 10 cars each
wey were stopped.  Thankiulby -
ong fetckad a gun.  Evenlually the
luopand woke, stratched, ko bself
and walked off ite the mountsing
as if nothing had happened. Thy la-
iher remermaercd the day when he
wida young and 8 gnepherd, fram his
village 'waz st with his flock of
shasp and wag attac<ed by a leop-
a-d, Thinking quickly tha s1epherd
o'fered hia |=ft elbow, the lsopard
Accaplad, the am neve: recoversd.
Im hiz right hand ke shepherd
aroughl up his dagger stabbed the
chest and spit the stemach open.
Ha killad 1be Igopard and sunvived, a
wery rare evenl. Szoly ihe difver re-
coerdad the tme about 30 years ague
when the Shah's wife decided she
wented some clothes made from
wild Irenian leopard,  The Shah's
raya auard ativad in the village and
spent 2 days in Ihe srmounding
munalnsids. Thay shat & faopards
and breughl fem all down o te
village tied 1o polms.  He, being
abot 18 year ald conbdr'l resist ca-
ing tq lpok, One of e loopardts wes
wolnded and st aliva and fiercely
grawling, He remembers e boyvs
trewing small racks into the lsop-

Fage i |

ard’s mauth and watehlrg In awe as
tha lsopard creshed 1ha stones into
splinters with one bite.On a khappler
note 8 lsoperd wes Eean jual ona
year ago kess than a kllemcire from
whera | wes having les, so it 9eem
“hey slill exlst In ths aros, QL walk
brck to the cAr s even more hAi-
ralslng as It l& abmost dark.  How-
svar, | nptica that g lot of the
meadovi land flora seem swipiisingly
similar to the! in Ergland, Triste,
Sinalng  Metles, Clever, Grasses
and werioda ctier wild fgwera and
weeds lcak farelllar.

I did not expest thils familiarity ar
lushnezs. Iran is 2 wonderful, won-
derful placa and e paople are avan
heter. | will certainty retem and can
FECAMSnd ahyand ‘o meke ha ex-
cuse Io izke & visl,

Fepor! by Stephar Grasn

Still Mew Creatures to be Dis-
covr g

A -geant Brifishded expedition to ke
Cardamom inounlans in Cambad a
h== lad o the dacovery of several
specles of animals new to scignge,
85 wal Ba thg waoll snake and the
Siameost crocodile that ware thought
to be extinct in the wild. In an area
ridlad wilh landmines, Dr Janny
Daltry and her team found 2 largs
num bt of frogs, motas, end inazgls
of which Jwoethirds have never bean
dasttibed] before. In addition, large
numbers of endangarad animals,
such as lipar, elaphant, gaur, glkban
and Aslar wild doy wera found.
Ewen thaugh the Kirg and govems
ment have expregsed excibament
mhoul the discovery, tnere |3 a threat
ftorm Ioggers and poachars who are
& & imeested. The Khymer Rouge,
wha control tha area, do nat kil the
Siamese crocodlle bacauss they ba-
liowa that if they hunt the crecogile
they wall die. Unless  protactive
Teasures ara takan this great resers
valr of unusual widifo could ba de-
slruyud in & natlar of yeam.

Fapad by iarjicke Jogbiooed




dnhg committee 2000...

Fape T
name tal home

Canaimman Gary Feulner 30E 5570

messages: 05 540
Wik Shairman Valerie Chalmers HE ABE
Treasurer Patar Griffln 394 0342

e el griffifeniratesnet.as
Membership Sooielary Fi Skennertan 05046243028

enail: skennerl@e kidukai.co.ae
Spaaker Co-nrdinatar Beryl Comar 344 2242

&, mail; coma-i@emlistes. nel.as
Figkiltip So-ordinator M ary Beardwood 342 2548

Figidtrip Ca-ondingacr

o.mail: mikemary@amirates_net.pe

— [

tel office fax
330 3800 30 3550
ne calls pla 3y 3727
304 0342 KUERE LY
3557120
244 2243
344 0575

Veluntser required

Miomsleiter Editods Anne Griffin 244 (342 64 0342 384 0152
.reail: grifiEiamiratas.nat.aa

Putlieher Peter van Amstordam 263 2519 335 5405 2691 6o
amail: pvana@emirates net.ae

Libradan Deanne ¥Whita 44 1514
email: dgwhltedEe-viratas .nat.se

ESalas Assistant Verlunbesr raquired

Chigf Engincor James Pardos 20665 6427

ldember &t | arge Handy Fowler 344 2243 na calls pls 244 2343

Fustmaslar Gail Gordon 348 9075 245 i a

Merbership Assistant Barbara Hayward 394 5631 260 0028 338 TETS

What's in a MName?
Ilumm“ End '"J&'bulf

The Arabic lenguage csme of age
as a amguage or oral radilans
and abave all a lenguage of pao-
elry, 50 It should pemaps Be Ao
surprza thal it ie rich 7 medaphar,
U or "mather® and Abuo or
"father" ara armong the n-pst gonr-
mor netaphors in many conteds.
They sie gwan used, metaphor-
cally, n many cammaon and proper
namas.

Az place names Wwa havo, among
oihars, Umm Sugeim (mother of
dehra) in subtirhan ubal; Sao0
Chaal (falher of e gazells); a-d
LUmm Al-He: (mother of fire, per-
41aps a referance 1 the fammatly
aalreleam seaps an the island},
Ma ong eems tr knaw whial Urmm
Al-Cgiwain is the molher of,

In néhrr cionfexts we have unm ol
Pl [ricltar of ink, one of saveral
rnames for the cuttleflsh), abu salf
{Talliar of Me sward, or swordfish);
gnd umm a'bEw wa  asha'sen
[rother of foty-four, or genti-
pede).

Aranic uses Lmm and Abu more
lilera’ly as familar barme aof ad-
drezs; fiends ase colled aceordlrg
1o lhe rames of their ‘irsthoern, for
example, Mohamed Al-Mazrou, If
his aldest san is named Khaid,
might ofien ba called by clesa
friends Abu  Khalid (father of
Klizlicd}.

In place tamos and family 1amas
Abu i eometimes  abbreviated
ower Hime to Bo, bat with no
change in mesning. Likenviga
LUmm is sorielimes abbroviatod:
ohsereanl drivers wil natice that
ropd aicns ot the air forco baso at
Exit 4 on the CubaifAl-Ain Rnad
heve fecenty changed fram M-

.

had to the o explclt Unam Wi
hAd.

Engliah dees not, for whatewer rea-
S00, us rrealbor ansd Talhar mreeta-
phors ss names.  CMWMather-of-
peadl” for racre) is the only such
naun listed in seversl dicfionanes
consu ted. On lhe other basd, ad-
jectval matapharigal expressinrs
such as mother Longue, rethear-
land f{or fathgrdand] and sayings
2uch as "Redelilian is e molher
of Ieaming” and "Mecessiy is the
molber of invanticn™ ara reasone-
hly cammen.

Fepet by Galy Feulner




Ibai Natural Hislory Group Programme

Lectures at Jumeirah English Speaking School, Gymnasiom 730 pim foer B.00 pm

Mive & Rob Gregery -Traddional Paad Diving in the Ambian Sulf
D 10 Lubarn’t Mrhes - Scorpions and Ciher Frisndly Creaturas
Firld Trips [DMHG members any, peaze).
Moy 10 Boarchirg the baachss af Ras al Khaimah andfor Llha East Goast
wth Sandy Fowler and Ber Comar
Mo 1GAF Tuming stones at night It 1he kurt for Scomhns
Cwarnigh! camping ina YWadi with Marfyn and &'len Hartley
Mow 23 Autumn Star Gezing
Loy fram ke clty | ghis with Lam)2d ELKcfl
Hav 24 Yo must be it fo cin Gary Fewiner for @n engrgetic hke in ths Hajar MoJntaing

Mrs Valerie CHALMERS
FO Box 12070

Dmbai

UAE

Frem: DNHES, PO Br 8234, Dubai, IAE



