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Survey among general practitioners during the COVID-19 pandemic regarding their role in this pandemic, their
specific challenges in this setting and their strategies developed during the pandemic.

Age (years) Years
Sex O female
O male
O diverse
Country O Australia
O other
State

How many inhabitants are there in the municipality where your | O fewer than 5.000
practice is located 05.000 - 19.999

0 20.000 -99.999
0 100.000 or more

Type of practice: O single-handed

O not single-handed
What is your position in the practice? O owner

O employed

O substitute
How long has the practice existed? Years

Prior to the pandemic

Prior to the pandemic, | took part in a training course in which | learned how to use personal

protective equipment (protective eyewear, face mask, glasses, gloves, coats). o] [e]
probably probably

At the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic... Yes yes no No

..._| received sufficient information from public bodies o o] o] o

... | had sufficient information on the type of personal protective

equipment | need. [¢] [e] o] o]

..._| had sufficient information on how much equipment | need. o [o] [o] o

..._| had sufficient information on how to deal with suspected cases. o o] [o] o

... I had adequate access to tests {either conducted them myself, or

could arrange them). o] [o] [o] o

..._| had enough protective equipment on hand. o [e] [o] o

..._| knew where | could get hold of protective equipment. o o] [o] o

My practice was well prepared for the Covid-19 pandemic. o [e] o] o
probably probably

Flow of information during the pandemic Yes yes no No

| received guidelines on how to deal with suspected cases of Covid-19 in

good time. o [o] o] o

The guidelines on how to deal with suspected cases of Covid-19 were

sufficiently detailed. o] ] [o] o

My employees and | were easily able to contact the responsible health

care authorities. (o] (o] [¢] (o]
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probably probably

Survey among general practitioners during the COVID-19 pandemic regarding their role in this pandemic, their
specific challenges in this setting and their strategies developed during the pandemic.

Dealing with the pandemi Yes yes no No

| use various digital channels (e.g. e-mail, WhatsApp) to share

information with my colleagues so that we can support each other in the

current situation. o [¢] [o] o

*Currently | have enough personal protective equipment. o] o] 0 o]

I have had to send employees home because we had too little protective

equipment. ] o] o) 0

I keep a close eye on my employees and myself to see whether anyone is

showing initial symptoms of an infection. o [o] [o] o]

Some employees in my practice have ceased working since the outbreak

of the Covid-19 pandemic because they belong to a vulnerable group

(e.g. pregnant women, older employees). [e] [¢] o] [e]

| found it difficult to provide adequate information to my practice team

without worrying them. o [o] [o] o

If possible, 1, or one of my employees, tries to gain enough information

from patients by phone in order to know whether we are dealing with a

suspected case of Covid-19. o o] [o] o

Before a patient enters my practice, he or she is screened for possible

symptoms (e.g. temperature measurement). 0 [e] 0 o

| have taken precautions to ensure that suspected cases do not come

into contact with other patients in my practice {e.g. separate waiting

rooms, appointments at different times). o [o] [o] o
probably probably

Dealing with the pandemic Yes yes no No

*1 do not currently treat patients with mild ilinesses that are not linked

to suspected cases of Covid-19 in my practice, and attend to them by

phone or online. o [o] [o] o]

| avoid touching patients when examining them. o [o] [o] o

*1 have less contact to patients as a result of the pandemic. o] [e] [o] [o]

*| contact patients that are quarantined at home in order to monitor the

progression of the disease. o [o] [o] o

*1 have to take on patients from colleagues that have closed their

practices because of quarantine. o [o] [o] o

*1 have to look after more patients because other health care services

(specialists, hospitals) are less available. [e] [e] [e] o]

*1 have less to do at the moment because many patients are not

currently coming to the practice. o] [e] [o] o

*I'am currently treating patients that | would normally refer to

specialists or to hospital. [o] [o] [o] [o]
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probably probably

Survey among general practitioners during the COVID-19 pandemic regarding their role in this pandemic, their
specific challenges in this setting and their strategies developed during the pandemic.

Dealing with the pandemic Yes yes no No

Separate hotlines should be available to enable medical personnel to

arrange tests for patients. o] o] o] o]

Too little testing is being done. o o] [o] o

We family practitioners should be able to decide who gets tested and

who doesn't. (o] (o] (o] (o]

I am convinced that I know enough to provide optimal care for my

patients during the pandemic. o [o] [o] o
probably probably

Dealing with the pandemic Yes yes no No

| know what to do in case of a suspected case of Covid-19. o] [o] [o] o]

Important information was available to patients on public media sooner

than it was officially provided to family practitioners in information

letters from the responsible institutions {e.g. health insurance funds). o [o] [o] o

It would be best if all suspected cases of Covid-19 went directly to

hospital so that | could look after the rest of the patients. o [e] [o] o

probably probably
Personal worries Yes yes no No

It causes me concern that | want to care for my patients but at the same
time do not want to endanger my family.

*1 am afraid that | will catch Covid-19 from a patient.

*1 am worried that people | live with could catch Covid-19 from me.

*1 am worried that | may unknowingly infect my patients.

[eNe] e} o]

O |C|O |C

O |C|O |C

[eNe] (e} o]

*| feel helpless when I think of the patients of mine that have been
infected with Covid-19.

[e]

[e]

*When looking after patients that have been infected with Covid-19, |
am sometimes unsure that | am doing everything right.

My employees are worried about catching Covid-19 from patients.

*1'am worried about how the pandemic will affect the economic outlook
of my employees and myself.

I have children that I have to look after at home.

Personal concern

| have parents and / or grandparents that | have to look after.

o

[¢]

| have moved out from home in order to avoid endangering my family.

[¢]

(o]

*How many Covid-19 tests have you preformed last week?

Personal affect

*How many of these Covid-19 tests were positive?
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specific challenges in this setting and their strategies developed during the pandemic.

Survey among general practitioners during the COVID-19 pandemic regarding their role in this pandemic, their

very

low moderate
*This week, the overall burden of my work was o] o] 0

high

high

Free text:

*What was the biggest challenge you had to face as a family practitioner this week?

*What helped or could have helped you most to deal with the challenges?

*1s there anything else you would like to tell us in connection with the Covid-19 pandemic?

*How many hours did you work last week?

*Please indicate about what percentage of your time you spent on the following tasks

*What proportion of your overall working time did you spend on telephone consultations?

*What proportion of your overall working time did you spend on practice consultations?

*What proportion of your overall working time did you spend on coordination and
organization?

*What proportion of your time did you spend on other urnamed activities?

*What activities were they?

*Please indicate about what percentage of your time you spent on the following tasks

*How much of your overall working time was directly or indirectly linked to Covid-19?

*How much of your overall working time was spent on routine care such as screening or
treating chronically ill patients?

*How much of your overall working time did you spend on other unnamed activities?

*What activities were they?

* these Items are part of the weekly survey.
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Survey among general practitioners during the COVID-19 pandemic regarding their role in this pandemic, their
specific challenges in this setting and their strategies developed during the pandemic.

(1)  COVI-Prim Baseline Questionnaire - English
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