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Figure S1. Specificity and sensitivity of PCR assays used in this study. A) Specificity and sensitivity 

of L452R assay. Samples spiked with inactivated SARS-CoV-2 variants and patient-derived swab 

samples were used for assay validation (n=3). SARS-CoV-2 VoCs Delta and BA.4/BA.5 were exclu-

sively detected by the FAM-labelled probe detecting L452R (Delta shown in black and BA.4/BA.5 

depicted in blue). Parental SARS-CoV-2, Alpha and Beta, were exclusively detected by the Cy5-

labelled probe detecting L452 (all L452 carrying variants are depicted in orange). The red cross rep-

resents the water control. B) Specificity and sensitivity of variant-specific single nucleotide poly-

morphism PCR. Samples spiked with inactivated SARS-CoV-2 variants and patient-derived swab 

samples were used for assay validation. 
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Figure S2. SARS-CoV-2 variant distribution in Germany based on public health data obtained from 

the official data repository of the federal Robert Koch Institute (RKI) in charge of national public 

health surveillance.  


