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more than throwing together this short notice of a distriet, upon the wonders
and picturesque beauties of which a volume might be written ; and I ean
only express a hope that the time is not far distant when the means of
reaching it will be more easy, for although there are many scenes in which
the active forces of nature may be observed under grander aspects, there are
few more caleulated to excite our interest than those which are contained
within the Liake District of Auckland. '

Awrt. II.—Notes of the Traditions and Manners and Customs of the dori-oris.
By W. T. L. Travers, I.L.S,
[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Saeiety, 28th October, 1876.]
Tarre are few subjects which excite greater intevest amongst those who
are engaged in inquiries into the origin and progress of civilization, than
authentic accounts of the habits and customs of the lower races of men,
especially before these have become modified by contact with civilized
peoples; and ag it is notorions that modifications resulting from such contact
are very rapidly effocted, it iz important that those who may have oppor-
tunities of intercourse with the lower races ghould make and record their
observations at the earliest possible moment. Such inguiries assume a
still greater degree of interest when they relate to an uncivilized people
which has long oceupied an isolated position, remote from chaneesr of inter-
course; for if its relationship to any kunown race, and the period of its
gsoparation from the pavent stock, can afterwards be established, a com-
parison of their several existing conditions will be of the highest value in
connection with inquivies of the nature alluded to. It is necessary, how-
ever, to the correct determination of many of the most important points
involved in such inguiries, 4o note, not merely the habits and customs of the
lower types of mankind, but also the physical conditions under which they
live ; for these condifions must, manifestly, exercise a considerable influence
in determining the nature of those habits and customs. This point has not,
as I conceive, been sufficiently borne in mind by writers on the history and
progress of civilization, when discussing the condition of inferior peoples in
their relation to the contemporary state of more advanced branches of the
same race. Bub it is one which cannot be ignoved without the certainty of
exror in the deductions arrvived at, I will take an instanee : It is more
than probable that the Mori-oris, at the time of the invasion of the Chatham
Tslands by the Ngabitamn, in 1835 or 1836, were n mixed race, having a
large proyortién of Maori blood in their veins. This may, I think, be fairly
dedueed from what appears in the sequel of this paper, although we have
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no present means of agcertaining, even with the slighest approach to
definiteness, the period ab which the admixture took place. 1 *‘,Eii’., ;11%@1@:11‘;1*}:
we may be justified in assuming that, however remote the period al which
this admisture ogeurred, the then progress of the Mauori in sonte of the arts
of civilization had been far greater than that of the earlier inhabitants of
the Chathams, we see, nevertheless, in the manners and enstons of the
present Mori-ori people, very little trace of this greater progress —u eireum-
stance which can, as 1 conceive, only be accounted for by the ditterent
natare of the physical conditions under which tho Meori and the Mori-ori
respectively lived, Whilst, therefore, on $he one hand, wo may he justified
in assuming that changed conditions of life had produced upon the
descendants of the Maori emigrants to the Chatham Tslandds o degrading
effect, we should not, on the other, be justified in concluding thab the con-
dition of the Maori in those islands was, at the time of the inunigradion to
the Chathams, as low as that which we now observe iz the inhabitnabs of
the latter group. It must not be assumed, however, that I wounld ey down
as a proposition, that the same conditions of lilo must necessurily produes
similar effects upon the habits and customs of all wneivilized peoplos ex.
posed to their influence. Indeed, wo find the Ilottentot, the Iuftiv, wnd the
Bojesman, existing under much the same physical conditions, nnd yob pre-
senting very different states of progress, due, no doubt, to the fnet, that
each one of these races is, itself, one of the conditions which produces
modifications iz the others. All I suggest is, thabt in conabdering the
habits and customs of isolated uwmeivilized peoplos, whose relubions Lo some
specific neighbouring race may be well ascertained, but whose hnbits and
customs differ in important respects from those of that ncighbouring race,

we maust take into account, for all purposes of comparison, the physical
conditions under whieh each of them exists.

_ If I am correct in this, it
becomes important, when recording observations upon tho habits and
customs of an isolated uncivilized people, even whore its aflinity tv nny
known race may not yet be established, that we shonld also correctly record
all we can learn as to the physical conditions of the habitat in which wo
find it.

I do not propose to follow this course in the present paper, simply
1)6{2&}183 the physical geography—including in that term the nntural Pro-
dm.;tmns of the Chatham Islands—have already been deseribod by sovoral
writers, as well as by myself, in papers read beforc this society ¢ but theso
?nus-ia unquestionably be bornse in mind in any comparisons Whij@h may bo
ingtituted between the Mori-ori and the Maori on iho 011;3 hmui; .mul,

between t 'i-ori i
he Mori-ori and eny other race between which and it a conneebion
can be traced, on the other,
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The notes which I am about to read in relation to the traditions and
habits and customs of the Mori-oris, are drawn up chiefly from memoranda
farnished to me by my son from notes made during his visits to the Chatham
Islands some vears ago. They are, unfortunately, imperfect—a defect
which is not, however, to be attributed to any want of interest on his
part in the subject itgelf, but partly to the difficulty of interpretation and
partly to the still greater diffieulty of arousing a sufficient degrec of
interest in these matters in the few old men who can give information in
regard to them. In {his comnection it must be boyne in mind, that for
many years afler the Maori conquest, the unfortunate Movi-oris were kept
in a condition of abject slavery by their conguerors, who looked upon them
very much in the light of sheep and oxen, to be killed and caten as reqnired,
a condition of things by no means favourable to the maintonance of tradi-
tionnl lore or to the obsecrvance of orviginal habits and customs, more
cspecially if these should be at all obunoxious to the prejudices of the
conguerors, Indeed, my son tells mo that the Mori-oris have almost
entively abandoned their own custoras, and that it is only when a few of
the older people got together that they even speak their own language. I
liave no doubt, howevey, that with a knowledge of their language—unless it
be altogether toc late—the notes which he obtained would afford a clue to
farther knowledge, and it is to be hoped that some opportunity may oceur
for obtaining it. In former papers (published in ths © Transactions of the
New Zealand Instituie ), some information is $o be found as to the manners
and customs of the Mori-oris; but I purpose, even at the risk of repetition,
to give all that is contained in the memoranda furnished to me by my son,

The Mori-oris themselves say that they are a mixed race, and that the
people who oceupied the islands prior to the admixture, were larger in
stature, and darker in colour, than the present inhabitants, and had very
black hair. They etate that these aboriginal people traced their descent,
at a distance of 80 generations from the arrival of the first immigrants,
with whom the admixture took place, to a great chief named Rongomai,
whom they looked upon as a godlike man., It will be observed by
those who have read the ‘¢ Traditions of the New Zealanders,” and the
Rev. My, Gill’s interesting work,  Myths and Songs from the South
Pacifie,” that in almost every instance the islanders look back to
Rongo, or Rongo-mai, or Rongo-ma-toure, as one of their remobe ances-
tors, ascribing to him the powers of a god; and assert that, althouglh
he was a younger son, yet, through the eraft of his mother, Papa, all the
functions of government, the arvangement of festivals, and the right to
distribube honours and powoer, had beon sceured to him. It is interesting,

therefore, to find tho elements of the same tradition amongst a people go
' ke
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isolated as the Mori-ori. Moreover, Rongo is always 1‘(:111'%:;11[:(3&‘ e beix'xg
very dark, and as possessing raven black hair, charactors rwhmh,r ns i
appears, distinguished the original inhabitants of the Chathams, My son
wag unable to obtain any definite information as to the parentnge of the
Rongo-mai of the Chatham Islands, the sole idea being that he was a very
great chief, from whom the first inhabitants were descended.  'They also
said that these original people had immigrated from Hawaiki in consequenco
of constant and devastating wars, a statemont similar to that which is
made with respect to-the first Maori voyagers to Now Zealand., Al tho
time of the arrival of the first immigrants, thoe principal chiefs of the istawds
were: Marupuka, who lived at Awa-patiki; Rongopapa, who lived at tho
Wakuru ; Mumukn, who lived at Muriron ; Mamon, who lived ab Tikeri s
and Tarangi-mabora-whakina, who lived at Dith's Island, The first
strangers are said to have come in two large canocs, onc of which was
catled the Rangimata, under a chicf named Msruroa, and the other the
Rangihoana, under a chief named Kawanga-koncke., They sy thab tho
people who arrived in thess canoces wore very numerouns, and nlso enino
from Hawsiki, but no special reason is assigned for their lenving that place,
Mr. Gilbert Mair, in a paper read before this Soeioty, in 1870, meutions
five canoes, but in other respeets his account tallics n good denl with tlind
obtained by my son. He, however, says that the people of those ciunoes
also left Hawaiki in consequence of inter-tribal wars. "Tho sceond hadely of
strangers arrived in a canoe called the Ovopuke, nnder a ehief nuned Maolii,
and ave said to have come from Awaten, or Arapawa, which is supposed to
have been New Zealand, and is stated to have beon a cool couutry.  'Tho
probability is that the latter canoce did come from Now Zealnud, for tho
name Awatea, or Aotes, is that which is said to have been given to New
Zealand by its fivst Maori diseoverers. The name Arapaws id also common
in New Zealand. TFurther strength is also added to the supposition, thak
some of the ancestors of the present people had comoe from New ¥oen

Jund,
by the fact, that Mr. Shand, on one ocecasion, heard some old Mori-orvis
singing a * Kavakia,’

or song of gladness, upon the completion of a large
fishing eanoe, during which they used the wovds ¢ totu

kawa ;" and, on being guestioned as to those wor
they were the names of trees in the country from which rgome of their
ancestors had come. My son also states, that fragmoents of green-stono,
similar to that nsed by the New Zealand natives, have boen found on tho
islands, under circumstances which forbid the supposition thak thoy were
taken over by the Maori invadors of 1836, one of thess fragmonts having
been obtained from soil below the root of a tree of cousidornble Hizcz
It is related that the-.islands were afterwards visited by another

T

'y anrd ¢ polidi-

ds, they mentionod thnt

canoe,
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nnder a chief named Kakahu, who is said fo have resided for a short time at
Waitangi, but left because the climate was unfit for the growth of the
Tainera, _

The people in the canoces Rangimata, Rangihoana, and Orepnke
assumed the name Mori-ori, but were termed by the first inhabitants
Tangate tare or strangers, whilst the aboriginals called themselves Tangata
whemia, or peopls of the soil.

The people in the fivst two canoes, although said to have been c&nmbals
gettled down peaceably, and soon became incorporated with the original
inhabitants. On the arrival of the canoe Orepulke, however, disputes arose,
leading to bloodshed and an outbreak of cannibalism, but the wars resulting
from these disputes ultimately ceased at the command of a great chiof
named Numuku, by whom all deadly fighting was prohibited, their feuds
bemng from thenceforth decided by combat with staves only, used, as my
son siates, in the manner of the guarber-staff, it being understood that the
first side which dvew blood was to be deemed vieborious. Their quarrels
appear to have arisen chisfly out of conflicting claims to the possession of
valuable karaka trees, the fruit of which was a staple and mueh Iliked
article of food, and my son informs me that nearly all the older karaka trees
on the island are mavked with devices indicating their special ownership—
a Tact of very great interest. He made drawings of many of these figures,
which are very rude, but were evidently sufficient for the purposes of the
owners. Copies are appended to this paper.

One of the leading chiefs of the Ngatitama, who was with the invaders
in 1885 or 1886, informed me that the -Mori-oris were large and powerful ’
men, davker in color than the New Zealanders, and distinguished by hooked
nosges. My, John Amery, in his liftle work on the Chatham Islands, also
mentions this form of nose, adding also that they had almond shaped eyes,
and that in features they bore a strong resemblanece to the Jowish people.
They never tattooed, and indesd are said to have known nothing about it, a
circumstance sufficiently remarkable in itself, and indicating the remoteness
of the pevied at which the immigrations from New Zealand took place.

My son informs me that the language of the Mori-oris differs a good
deal from that of the Maori, but that it is now rarely spolken, except
amongst some of the older people. ke observed that almost every sentence
concludes with & kind of lisping sound. TIle also says that gestures are
much employed, but I am not in a position to say whether the language is
so defective as to require the use of gestures for the purvose of their
ordinary intercourse. The point is one of interest, ethnelogically, on several
grounds, but I think it doubtful whether this was the cmse amongst the

Mori-oris.
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Capt. Wilkes, in his narrative of the Uunited Stutes exploring i_‘.j,‘{liil‘.&iﬁﬂﬂ,
says :—* Chatham Island, which will pm‘uu?ﬂy soon bo {;enizl@atf{;;.zcl with fchg
English colony of New Zealand, is now considered ng a nest of ru;‘gm}:f,‘n'lul
saveral vessels have been robbed there. Its inhnbitants have o tradition
that they are derived from New Zealand, whenee their progenilors caiwg
abont a century sinee, having been dviven off in their canoes by a storin,
and that on landing they had changed their language. Thue change con-
sisted in reversing the ordinary construction of their phrates and  the
syllables of words, g for haremai, maithare, and foyr paika, kapdo Tho
natives of Chatham Island are not tabtooed, do not wear clothigg, nhd mro
said to be more intelligent than their progenitors.” I should especially
recommend this latter statement to those who adopt the views of Avehbinliop
Whately.

' They divide the year into four seasons,—Mitorikan, or the cating of the
karaka ; Tumatahua, or the growing of the toe toe ; Tnpuku, or the coming
of the cuckoo ; and Korahua, or the hot soason, vach of which was cntered
upon with special observances, of which, however, my son was unfortunntely
unable to obtain any intelligible account.

Their food consisted of fexn-root, the fruit of the karakba, shell and other

- fish, bivds, seals, and the carcases of stranded whales, awd theiv ordinary
modes of cooking were similar to those of the Maorie, It BpHpCR,
however, that when fish was caught in large quantity it was pluced inoa
running stream, and kept there until the flesh separated feecly fromn the
bones. This fiesh was then pressed into finx baskets, and kept 1n store lur
consumption when required. Like all savage people they wore gplultonons
and improvident, stuffing to-day to hunger to-morrvow, Flakes of ehovt

~ were employed in cutting up the flesh of animals used for food, bat my won
was unable to ascertain whether, as in the enge of tho Maoris, pnrticular
kinds of chert were applied to particular classes of food. Chievt flukes woero
also used for cutting the hair, the clippings from the head of a chicf heing
held sacred, and placed in some secluded spot. The womoen wlways onk
apart from the men. Slabs of sandstone, hollowed in the grinding of theiv
stone implements, were used as dvipping dishes in which the ot and juices
of roasting flesh were collected. It is interesting to note that two dishes,

manufachured in the same manner, ave amongst the historienl rolics of tho
Manoris, and were exclusively used by them for collecting the fub aud

drippings obtained in cooking the Moa, Tt appears strange that these woero
the only instances in which the latter people employed sucly wutensils
although the manufacture was simple and their usefulness apparent o

As a rule the Mori-oris' built no huts, being ox -

; : - - : dinarily satinfied, over
during winter, with the shelter of a sloping by Y th oven

eakwind, undor which thoy
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huddled at night., When, however, a permanent settlement was to be
formed, circular and V shaped huts were built, the former composed, hike
the huts of the Xaffirs, of a civele of poles drawn together at the top, and
then thatched ; and the latter of similar poles ranged along a ridge, one
end resting on the ground, and the whole also covered with thateh, in ench
case o trench being dug to earry off the rain water. Their meeting houses
were occasionally decorated with rude carvings, of which specimens were
brought over by my son, and placed in the Wellington Museum. These
carvings are different in charvacter from, and are much ruder than those of
the Maoris, but were made in the same manner,

Their clothing was composed chiefly of seal sking and of gnrments manu-
factured from the fibre of the Phormium tenae, much in the same manner as
those used by the Maoris, bul with less elegance in texfure or design.
Before going into battle the chiefs put on a long narvow piece of close
matting, made from the raw leaves of the Phormaon, and wrapped round
the upper part of the body after the fashion of a Seoteh plaid, but with one
ond hanging in front and the other behind. Doth sexes wore ornaments
made from the flax fibre dyed in black, or red and white, the black color
being produced by steeping the fibre in the juice of some bark containing
tannin, and then in a swamyp, the water of which was impregnated with
iron ; and the red by wrapping up tho fibre with serapings of the inner
bark of the Matipo (Myrsine chathamdca) and the bruised leaves of the Kawa
kawa (Piper eweelsuin), which was then steeped in waler, where after
remaining for some time it was taken out and dried before a fire, then
assuming the red color,

They also used ornaments made from the teeth of the whale, but these
were by no means common. My son was unable to find any trace of tle
uge of ornaments made from any form of stone or mineral. The women
“used eombs made from the back-bome of o fish. Slone tools of various
forms were used, each of which was sacred to its own particular purpose,
one being used in house building, another’in cutting wood, a third in
carving, and so forth, Some of the axes are peculiay in shape, differing
from any of those used by the Maoris. My son discovered some singular
shaped stonc clubs, evidently of great antiquity, and made from stone
different from that used for their ordinary tools. On enquiry he found that
these were unknown to the present people, who merely conjectured that
they must have belonged to the earlier people already referred to. These
clubs are searce and are usually found buried at some depth in the ground.

Polygamy wag common amongst them, and it was usual for a brother to
marry o deceased brother’s wives. No marriage, however, was originally
contracted without the consent of the pavents of both parties. When a
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marringe had been agreed upon it usually took place in tho largest houso
in the settlement, all the people being assembled to partake of the store of
food provided for the occasion. A bed of fiax leaves mixaed with feathers
waos made in the centre of the house, and after tho food had been consmmed
the couple were placed on the bed,in the contre of the house, s ring made from
the fibre of some plant, of which, however, my son could not ascertain the
name, being placed round them. The song of marringe was then sung by
the assembled people, who immediately afterwards retived, leaving the
newly-mm-ried couple in the house. The femalos mnrried very carly, the
reason given being that it was to prevent fornication. If » man were
convieted of the seduction of an vnmarried woman ho was prohibited evoer
after from marrying a virgin. Adulfery was severely punished, bub not
with death, beating nntil blood was drawn being tho wsual thing.

Children were baptized bebween the ages of two aud threo yoewrs, and the
ceremony bears n striking resemblance to that performmed amonpgst the
Maoris. The people of the settlement being assombled at the appointed
time and place, the child was brought forth by tho priest, and placad in the
armsg of a chief member of the tribe. If the chil®’s father held a high
position in the tribe, a free was at the same Hime planted, the wrowth of
which was to be as the growth of the child. During the planting of this
tree an incantation song was sung by the priest,  This over, the person
holding the child advanced towards the priest, who then poured waber over
it, another incantation song being then sung. A nnpme wns then given {o
the child, and the assembled people at oneo procceded to a groat feast,
which concluded the ceremony. The resomblance in all 4his o 1 0
baptismal ceremony of the Maoris, so well deseribed in Mr. Jolm Whilo's
lectures on their manners and customs, ig very apparent,

In the Rev. Mr. Gill’s “ Myths and Songs from the South Dueific
(already alluded to), the following is the account given of the namning of
children amongst the islanders of the Hervey Group i~

** At convenient intervals, the principal King of Mougaia, as high pricst

of all the gods, assisted by the priest of Motoro, summoned tho young
people to their various family maraes, to be publicly *named.’ Sowme
might be verging on manhood or womanhood, whilst othors wore senrecly
a&_ﬂe to walk. Standing in a half cirele, $wo or #hreo deep, the ('}p(:l::‘btc.:r
dipped a few leaves of & beautiful species of myrtle (maire) in tho suered
: stre.aa,.m flowing past the mwarae, and sprinkled the agsembly ; all the while
recltm‘g a: Song or prayer to the particular god at whose sfln*ir,w they wero
worshipping, and who was supposed o be the spaeia;l protector of thoso
present.’ At certain pauses in the song, the King, as ¢ pontifes maatmus.’
gently tapped each youngster two or three times on the hea,d. ox slmuh'léi‘t;,
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pronouncing his or her name. The idea evidently was to secure a public
recognition of the god and clanship of each of the rising generation—{or
theilr own guidance in the ceremonial of heathen life, and for the guidance
of priests and chiefs afterwards. The greatest possible sin in heathenism
was ‘ta atua,” .e, to kill a fellow worshipper by stealth. In general, it
might be done in battle. Otherwise, such a blow was regarded as falling
upon the god himself; the literal sense of ‘ta atua’ being, god-striking or
god-killing. Buch crimes were generally the consequence of ignorance; to
prevent the priests and chiefs from such blundering, these ocecasional
‘namings’ were appointed. In the event of war; and a consequent ve-
distribution of lands, the favour of all the prineipal gods must be secured
by favours shown to their worshippers—at least to a seleetion of a few to
keep up the worship of each idol. A great feasting invariably sueceeded
thizg ceremeony of ‘naming.’” '

Mr. Mair, in the paper already refervred to, says that the Mori-oris ha,éi
neither songs nor chants; bubt in this he iz undoulbtedly in ervor. Mr..
Shand has made, I am told, a considerable collection of their chants, which
I hope he will soon publish., It appears, indeed, that in all their prineipal
coremonies chants, or karakias, were used. |

Their modes of burial were vavious. While living, they almost in-
variably selected their own spot for interment; sometimes on & high hill
commanding a view of the sea, some atua rock, or the vieinity of their food-
yvielding miko, Others were lashed to young trees, and some weie bound
in a canoe and sent to sea. The most common mode, however, was this:
“When a person conceived the approach of death to be near, he would select
a long piece of the heart of ake ake, about the thickness of a man’s wrist,
and sharpened at one end. Upon the top he would rudely carve the figure
of a bird or a fish. He would then go to a particular spot, and kindle a fire
with brushwood. Where the fire died ouf, he would stick in the ake ake,
and that was to be the place of his gepulture. When dead, the arms were
forced back against the chest, and securely bound there with plaited green
flax ropes ; the handswere bound together and drawn over the knees, and s
stick was then inserted between the armg and knees. This was the
orthodox method of trussing a body, and it was sometimes a work of great
diffieulty ; for, when the body became rigid, the efforts of many men were
required to bring it into a proper position. This being done, the dead
was enveloped in plaited flax matting, and interred as far as the kuees, the
upper porfion of the body being invariably above the soil. To this very
day, clearing away land, one frequently lights upon leg and arm bones
pointing upwards. Others, again, would be bound fo two or three young
trees growing closely together, in which case the body would be placed in
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an erect position, and bound round and round with vines from head .tD foot,
but always looking seaward. Mr., Amery tolls that, n fow years sinee, in
gawing across a karamu tree, something offered unusual 1.’:5:4.11:'11&13@.9 to his
saw: to his great astonishment he lind sawn through the hip bones ola
man ; he had been laghed against tho tree ; it Juul grown and enfolded him
in its embrace. Some noted fisherman, again, would direet Lis remning to
be consigned to the waves; in which caso, ho would be sccured, lashed
in & waka korati, or flax-stom camoe, in a sitbing posilion, as if in the
attitude of fishing, a long flax line, with a bhaited hone hook, and n sinker
attached, was suspended over the side, and when the wind or tide was
favourable he was launched to sea. A fow years since, nn Awerican whaler,
beating some twenty miles from land, observed one of these eanoes with a
man apparently sitting in it Thinking it must be some poor native dviven
out to sea, a boat was lowered, Upon approaching the canoce it was dis-
covered to contain a dead body, The vossel was making for the Soulh-enst
Island, so they took fthe dead man in tow. Upon being boarded hy somo
white men, accompanied by natives, the Iatter instantly recogninad an old
companion they had tuorned adeift, and implored the captainn to send him
off again, or the Jiko kilo, or evil spivit, would bo excovdingly wenthfal ; in
fact, they should never hear the last of it. Softened by theiv pathetie
appeals, the worthy skipper ecut him adrift onee more, and away hio
sped in the direction of Cape Horn., “In my rymubles through the
bush,” (says Mr. Amery), I have frequently obsorved n time and wenther-
bleached skeleton grinning at me from some old trec. Walking once day
with an ancient native woman, she suddenly stopped, and connnoncod an
rffectionate and whining korero with a slull suspended from a hranch, I
said, ¢ What old friend is that 2’ ¢ Oh, said she, * i is my fivst Iiusbaud ;) he
was & fane pai”’ (n good hushand). My wife and I wsed both entreatios
and arguments to break them from such indecent wudd unholy customs,

One day during my absence from homse g porgon was about {to bo interred

in the usual manner. My wife, however, hastened to the spot, and insistod
upen having a deep grave dug, She was instantly oboyed, upon whichi she
read an appropriate prayer, and the body was interred with deconey. Irom
thal time the old custom was never revived.

) Upon anothor occasion, o
young person was about to be interred in a noak coffin; tho prayer had

been uttered, and the body was lowered into the gravo; nb that momaent a
huge piece o? rock, weighing upwards of o ton, rolled from o height inbo tho
grave, crushing both corpse and coffin. Upon this the friends and relatives,

who had hiﬁherfao maintained great decormm, clapped their Lands joyfully
together, shouting and laughing. They said the kiku kiko was killed, and
would never come to trouble them now,"

ey
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‘When sick their only medicine was water from some particular spring,
and miko, or cabbage tree, and though the spring was at a distance of 20
miles, it mattered not, it would be brought to the sick person in a flax
bucket. Another strange custom was this: the first who should see or
touch the body of a person whose death had been caused by aceident ox
violence should abstain from food for thres consecutive sunrises and
sunsets. They also believed that when a friend died he would send
ashore black-fish, or sea leopards, and whenever either happened to be
taken they would all musfer together to eat the food sent by the dead.
Of course the generous action was abtributed to the last person deceased.
“But of all their customs’ (says Mr. Amery) ¢ the most ocruel one
was to destroy every child that cried durving the act of being born, as it
wasg deemed an unlucky one. Upon my first arrival, a Moxi-ori ehild was born
during the night. On the following morning I went o enquire about it.
They told me that it was “tamaiti tangi,”’ i.e., crying child, and they had
destroyed it before sunrise. I requesfted them fo show me where they had
put it. They led me o a spot, and to my horror and disgust pointed out &
poor infant erushed to atoms beneath a huge picee of rock, weighing at
least six hundredweight. They appeared to think they had performed a
most praiseworthy and meritoriouns action. I told them they must never
do so again. If they did a great curse would be put upon them. Their
reply was, that it might be bad for the white men to do so, but that it had
been the Mori-ori custom from time immemorial, and therefore it was not
wrong in them. It is true they have seen good and evil examples get by
white men ; neverthelegs the contact has been” beneficial, inasmuch ag it
has exercised a humanizing influence. The old customs I have alluded to
are now obsolete, but the kiko kiko they stick to with great pertinacity.”

¢ Amongst the most fatal diseases’ (says Mr. Amery), ¢“are those of

a pulmonary nature, the predisposing causes fo which are numerous. I
believe it to arise from hereditary taint and scrofulous habit; in faet, they
are all scrofulous, and the connexion between scrofula and pulmonic con-
sumption is obvious, and generally acknowledged ; for, when one disappears
from the surface, the other almost invariably falls upon the lungs. Con-
sumptive malady has fearfully increased of late years. They are also
subject to cutancous diseases, engendered by unwholesome food, and
neglect of cleanliness. Of such diseases, the Aakihalki, ag it iz termed—
an aggravated form of itch—first arising in small pimples, is the most
distressing and disgusting. I have seen wretched objects literally a mnss
of sores from sole to crown.”

The Mori-ori fradition as to Creation is very similar to that of the

Maori, and, indeed, to that of most of the Polynesian race. In the begin-
o
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ning there was darkness, Rangi, tho heavens, lying close to kepapa, the
earth. Then Rangi-tokano, one of thoe offspring of eyl and I\f«*gm:pn., CHRT:
a powerful incaniation song, wliieh enused Py, the It 33{;’&"{!11.*%, to rise ahove
the earth, and thereupon light appeared upon the carth.  Then Ny
toleano made man oub of the earth, and enlled him Fe-wo-nneranie, and from
him are descended all the people of the world. ey, the howvens, some-
fimes visits his wifs, Kopapa, such visits being followad by copions dows.
The Mori-oris do not appesr to lhave had any religions feeling in the
ordinary acceptation of the torm, althongh they belioved in good and evil
spirits, both of whom were known by the common namoe of ftwea,  Phey were
very superstitions ; and old and young ulike woere in the habit, it appears,
of telling ghost stories as wild and wondorful as the story of the Cock
Tiane Ghost. Indeed, they belioved thab, after donth, the spirvit of the
departed had power to return to earth awd hwunt tho living, and that
& person visited by the kiko kiko {ov ovil spirit of the dead), and touched
on the head by it, would die very soon after such visitation. o prevent
the dead from troubling them, they lhnd o curious custoin, As soon ag
breath had left the body, they would all assemble at wnidnight in some
secluded spot, and proceed 6o Lill the kike kike. Tirst kindling o largo
fire, they would sit round in a cirvels, each person holding a long rod in his
hand ; to the end of each rod a fuff of spear grass was tied ; thoy wonld
then sway their bodies to and fro, waving tho rods over tho five in overy
direction, jabbering strange and unintelligiblo incantations.  Attempts
were made by the first Buropean settlers to wean them from this fuolery,
but without success; they would pevsist in tho custom, so ono of the
sottlers determined upon the first opporbunity o give thean n fright,
Hearing of the death of a Mori-ori, and that a party wevo to incet thab
night in & certain place to kill the Ziko Iiko, ho aarayed himsoll in a whito
sheet and night-cap, whitened his face, and mado himsclf appear a8 un-
earthly as possible, and, going stealthily to the place whilsk the ceremony
was proceeding, he suddenly appeared before themn. With one simultnneons
yell they cleared the course, and fled to their huts as if a logion of dovils

were at their heels. In the morning, their miscrable, woe-begono faces
plainly indicated a sleepless night, and the horrid fethec

v kiko was the talk
amongst them for many months.

This experimont, howcver, succeoded
admirably, for their performance wos never again repeatod. Tiong aftor,
Wwhen they had become more humanized and enlightened, they wero told
who the kiko kiko of that occasion really was. Upon this they looked
very serious, shook their heads, and said it was very bad to play with the
kiko kiko. Tt was by no means an unusual thing for a person to affivm
that he or she had been visited by the kko kiko ; in which casgo, at tho
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slighest approach of sickness, they would resign themselves to death, and
that would be the invariable result. This may be accounted for simply by
& dream, and the effect of an excited imagination upon a weak, untutored
mind. : '
T do not apclogize for the fragmentary nature of the notes which I have
thus put together, but I may express a hope that some of those who have
had opportunities of inguiry into the same subject, will, as early as
possible, place on record the results of their observations.

Appended to this paper are drawings of the private marks on Karaka
trees, and the Mori-ori and Maori names of gsome of the indigenous birds

and planis.

Any. TTI.—Notes on the Influence of E;Iﬁ;msp?m’ic C’?;,é-z?ges on ile ot Springs
and Geysers in the Rotorua Districs, By Capt. Gmmperr Mars.
[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society, 28th Oect., 1878.]

For many years past, partly from my own observations, and partly from
conversations held with intelligent natives, I have been led to believe that
some of the hot springs and geysers in the Rotorua and Taupo districts
are affected to a remarkable degree by changes in the wind. ILatterly I
have carvefully noted down these changes, and hope at a fubure time to
reduce such observations fo some system. But in the hope of drawing
attention to this very remarkable phenomenon, I will now give a few
instances as they ocour to my mind.

Close to my residence at Tekautu, Ohinemutu, theve is n large steaming
pool 80 by 50 feet wide, and about 60 feet deep, named Tapui. It is
situated on a grassy mound, about a hundred yards from Rotorua lLake,
and some fifteen or twenty feet above its ordinary level. I have been in
the habit of bathing here for some years past, and generally found the
~water about blood heat.

Since October, 1874, I have observed that immediately the north and
east winds (which blow directly across the lake) set in, Tapui fills up four
or five feet, a strong outflow takes place, and the temperature rises from .
100° 4o 190° This continues fill the wind shifts round to south, south-west,
or west, when Tapul resumes its ordinary level and temperature.

In 1875, from Janunary to September, sea breezes or winds from north
fo east, set in, generally about 9.80, and at noon Tapuni wounld be full and
running over, and nearly at boiling peint. In the evening, as the wind
from fthe sea died away about six o'clock, the water began to recede, the



