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the irreparable detriment of the interest of
every citizen. The citizens happened to
be, by their constitutional rights, equal
share holdersin the national estate. He
saw this as aridiculous situation and he
compared this absurdity only to some
servants being allowed to work in a
family household and finally the servants
turning masters and ruling over the
family in their own household. Instead of
the family giving orders to the servants,
the democratic concept was mere
paradoxal, because through it, servants
got powers and gave orders to masters
and householders. It was the servants
who decided what was good and what
was bad for their masters, who
surrendered their power of decision on
the day, the servants entered their house.
According to Harman Dahl, the above
was example of corruption of power, the
root cause of all corruption. He
remembered distinctly cases of flagrant
corrupt decisions taken recently by the
Nation’s servants, the members of
Parliament. The government, soon after
the last general election, voted for
themselves a three-fold pay increase
without remorse. These same people’'s
servants would have not hesitated to lock
up workers who would have fought for a
few rupees more in their wages and who
would have gone into strike to press their
demand. The servants would have
forgotten workers too are co-proprietors
of the government’ s assets and funds.
Harman thought that the corruption stank
more. The same government members
who helped themselves freely to
undreamed-of pay increase from the
national coffers, had, prior to and during
the general election campaign, given
solemn pledge to the Nation. Their
priority on forming the new government
would have been to stop and repeal the
payment of king-sized pension, handouts
















































































































































































































































Enterprise representatives. The whole
nation was invited to take part in the free
for all adults competitions and win cash
prizes. Everyone of eighteen years and
above was eligible to take part. Thiswas
the best ever social activities organised
nationwide. The political leaders, the
political parties and the political activists
had not fully understood the implication
and impact of these sidetracking-
competitions.

Harman Dahl got daily reports from his
candidates on the effects their regional
competitions were having on the adult
population. The reports talked about the
people being interested much morein the
competitions than in the election
campaigns by the political parties. The
psychology behind this, thought Harman,
was very simple to understand. The
ordinary people were most attracted to
the prize-winning aspect of the
competitions. They were all concerned
with the chance of winning thousands of
rupees for free.

Prime Minister Santilall was made aware
of the multitude of competitions being
organised all around the country. The
press had mentioned it in passing at first.,
without any comment. Apparently, there
was nothing illegal about it. They were
genuine free participation competitions.
What surprised the Prime Minister was
the report that the people were delighted
with the series of competitions. Many
ordinary people were nominated as best
in their own kinds: best in this trade, best
in that trade and thousands of them were
expecting to be winners and receive
thousand rupees cash prizes. Moreover
there would be hundreds of people,
nominating the winners, winning
themselves thousands of rupees in lucky
draws.




































party and the main opposition party
started their election-time mud-slinging
match, denouncing each other of fraud,
corruption and favouratism during their
rival’sterm of office. Press coverage bore
witness, as always, to their allegations,
threats and promises to set up
Commission of Inquiries, to prove once
for al how corrupt their rivals were, only
to go into complete amnesia, of all
accusations, after gaining power.

There was plenty of evidenceto
discerning readers like Harman Dahl.
Newspaper reports, posters and
announcement of major scandals and
cases of blatant corruption were thrust on
the public: the Moontrust House scandal,
the CED scandal, La Vichy scandal, the
Hospital-beds scandal, the Offshore
company scandal and many others.
Harman Dahl wondered if the electorate
would ever know the millions and
billions of the Nautilian people' s money
that could have been embezzled and
stolen by some outgoing Ministers and
their predeceessors. The world notorious
Nigerian Connection could be just a
fiction, and a Nautilian Connection could
be more real one.

Harman Dahl has vowed to see that every
Nautilian benefitted from the country’s
wealth. He believed that every Nautilian,
from the newborn to the oldest one, has
equal share in the nation’ s fortune and the
money the government spent, gave or
stole was not government’ s money, but
the people s money. He was sad to have
to accept the short memory, the very
short memory that the electorate had. Had
not the electorate seen the making,
breaking, remaking and rebreaking
perpetually of political aliances between
the same parties, same politicians and yet
condoning them. These thoughts have










































































































































year 2000. We are wise and modern
people. We want justice. We make laws
to uphold justice. We make company’s
laws to safeguard investors and
shareholders’ interest in companies. We
give right to shareholdersin companiesto
company’sinformation on company’s
activities, company’s personnel,
company’s finance etc. Any loose
activity by company personnel isliable to
prosecution. Now what about us. We too
are shareholders. We hold shares of the
nation’ s wealth. Our nation’swealth is
spent every minute, every hour, every
day, in hundreds thousand millions and
billions of rupees. So beit. Life and the
country have to move forward and
expense has to be increased. But what of
our right as shareholders of the nation
and information. As shareholdersin
business companies we are entitled to
know all about an employee’ s name,
salary etc. government employees are
public employees paid by public funds
and as such they are our employee. Yes,
I, Harman Dahl, Prime Minister of
Nautilius, | am an employee of the State.

| am paid for the job | am doing and the
public has the right to know not in five
years time now how much money | am
taking from the public fund each time and
why. Well to sum up to what our
government current project is, | would
like to announce that we are passing our
first bill in Parliament next week. It isthe
Public’s Right to Information bill. This
will require al ministries, government
departments,

Bodies, government owned companies to
open up every single file and documents
on the Web for free public access. Works
on the project has already started, and
Web pages are already under
construction. The Nautilius News
Cooperation, the Nautilius Broadcasting
























A parliamentary committee was set up
under Harman Dahl’ s chairmanship to
look at proposals, recommended a change
in the direct taxation system. Both
individual taxpayers and corporate bodies
would have to present their profit and
loss format of account to determine the
chargeable income. To help taxpayers
present true figures of their receipt and
expenditures during the financial year,
the proposal included the obligation to
issue official payment receipts for all
business transactions involving any
amount. Every annual Tax return had to
be accompanied by all the official

recel pts and payment documents to back
the figures in the Tax form.. Without
these substantiating documents, the
figures would be declared null and void.
Profit figures on the individual or
corporate accounts would be their
chargeable incomes.

Other proposal of amendment to the
Finance Act to make it an obligation on
all government departments and
parastatal bodies to enter on the Web site
all paymentsto be effected by them, of,
whatever amount, big or small, for public
scrutiny. Details of payments should
include names of beneficiaries, the
paying official and the reasons for
payment. Payments by governmental
departments and parastatal bodies of any
amount could be legally done only after
the payment information have been
displayed on the Internet for aminimum
of seven days.

The last proposal to amend the Financial
Act consisted of aclause requiring all
government purchases to be done by
Public Tender. All tenders should be
processed by the Tender Board, who
would have, as task, to display on their
Web site, after official opening of
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