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The angular distribution of electrons and positrons emitted in internal pair conversion is calculat-
ed. Coulomb-distorted waves are used as electron wave functions. Nuclear transitions of various
multipolarities L >0 and of magnetic (ML) and of electric (EL) type are considered as well as EQ
conversion. Analytical expressions for the angular correlation are derived, which are evaluated nu-
merically assuming a finite extension of the nucleus and, for the EL and ML conversion, also in the
point-nucleus approximation. The calculated angular correlations are compared with results ob-
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tained within the Born approximation and, for the EO case, with experimental data.

I. INTRODUCTION

First calculations of the angular correlation in internal
pair conversion (IPC) were performed by Rose for the
multipolarity L >0 of the nuclear transition' and by Op-
penheimer for the electric monopole conversion.> Both
calculations utilize second-order perturbation theory
with ordinary plane waves as lepton wave functions, i.e.,
Born approximation is employed. For the decay of states
close to threshold in heavy nuclei one clearly should take
into account that electrons and positrons are created in
the Coulomb potential of the nucleus. As a consequence,
the lepton wave functions will be strongly deformed by
this potential which is characterized by the coupling con-
stant Za. The representation of electrons and positrons
by ordinary plane waves implies the neglect of any
Coulomb distortion (Za=0).

For a nuclear charge number Z =40, we have
Za=0.3. In this domain plane waves can be replaced by
Sommerfeld-Maue wave functions® which have been em-
ployed, e.g., by Bethe and Maximon* in the calculation of
angular correlation in bremsstrahlung and pair produc-
tion. But let us consider a uranium nucleus which has a
charge number of Z =92 corresponding to Za~=0.7, or
even higher nuclear charges being generated for a short
period of time in heavy-ion collisions that lead to a cou-
pling constant Za > 1. In these strong fields it is obvious
that a perturbation expansion in Za underlying the
Sommerfeld-Maue wave functions is expected to fail.

In this paper, we completely account for the Coulomb
deformation of the wave functions by utilizing exact
scattering wave functions for electrons and positrons, i.e.,
Coulomb-distorted plane waves. Asympotically they
represent plane waves, which are eigenfunctions of the
momentum operator. This choice of eigenfunctions al-
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lows to discuss dependencies on directions and opening
angles. The Coulomb-distorted wave functions are dis-
cussed in more detail in Sec. II. A theoretical description
of the transition amplitude has been presented in Ref. 5.
For the sake of completeness and in order to introduce
our notations a brief summary is given in Sec. II.

For nuclear transitions of angular momentum L >0 we
neglect any penetration effects which would otherwise re-
quire assumptions about a specific nuclear model.>®
These assumptions would drastically complicate the cal-
culations, and furthermore, would contain uncertainties
on the same scale as this “no penetration” approxima-
tion. Our numerical results are obtained assuming a
finite extension of the nucleus as well as a pointlike nu-
cleus.

A major motivation for our theoretical investigations
results from attempts to explain the narrow line struc-
tures in coincident electron and positron spectra’ which
have been observed by several collaborations in heavy-ion
collisions below the Coulomb barrier at the UNILAC ac-
celerator of the Gesellschaft fiir Schwerionenforschung in
Darmstadt, Germany. The origin of these line structures
is yet unknown, although many explanations were sug-
gested.® Nuclear effects seemed to be ruled out.’ Delta-
electron distributions as well as photon spectra have been
measured simultaneously to the positron spectra. Inter-
nal conversion processes would reflect themselves in all
these channels with relative intensities being determined
by the associated conversion coefficients. However, it
could be demonstrated experimentally that the observed
narrow positron lines are not accompanied by corre-
sponding peaks in delta-electron or photon distributions.
The recent experimental setups are improved to detect
electrons and positrons coincidentally with respect to
their opening angle.!® In this connection it is important
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42 ANGULAR CORRELATION OF ELECTRONS AND POSITRONS . ..

to know precisely the angular correlation of the various
ete ™ pair-creating processes. A major contribution be-
sides the dynamically created electrons and positrons''
stems from internal pair conversion.'?

II. THEORY OF PAIR CONVERSION

A. Definitions

In the following we give a brief overview of the quanti-
ties under discussion. The pair conversion coefficients
are defined in the case of a nuclear transition with angu-
lar momentum L > 0 and parity (— )" (electric or EL con-
version) and ( —)F *! (magnetic or ML conversion) as

Pe+e

Py

B= (1)
i.e., as the ratio of the pair conversion probability to the
total y-emission probability. For EO conversion, in
which photon emission is forbidden, we use

Pe*'e‘
=_° ¢ 2
= )

i.e., the ratio of the pair conversion probability to the to-
tal probability of emitting a bound-state K-shell electron.
The coefficients B and 7 can be expressed as integrals
over the differential coefficients with respect to the kinet-
ic positron energy E,

p=["""ap 2L, g _ Pere /B )
dE’ dE P,
for angular momenta L >0, or for EO transitions,
1’=fw—2m __17_ _’q_ dPe*e_/dE (4)
0 dE dE P _ ’

where o is the nuclear transition energy. Denoting the
angle between electron and positron with 6, we write the
coefficients d3/dE and dn/dE as integrals over the angle
6 and the positron energy E

(|W+m| )'/2<2pr)7e‘"/2’ylr(y +iy)|
2mp)V T2y +1)

u(r)=rg(r)=

_ (W —mD)"22pr)7e' ¥ Ty +ip)|

uplr)=rf(r) 2Amp ) 2T 2y +1)

where ¥ =[k*—(Za)?]'/?, and y=ZaW /p is the Som-
merfeld parameter.> W denotes the total energy which is
related for a positive-energy electron to its kinetic energy
E by W=E +m and for a negative-energy electron to the
kinetic energy of the corresponding positron by
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B=[" TdE [ dcoso ", (5)
_ [o—2m 1 d™y

n=["""dE [ dcoso =T (6)

We have to evaluate the doubly differential pair conver-
sion probability dP?. - /(dE d cosb).

B. The wave functions

The wave functions which enter into the expression for
the pair conversion probability are solutions of the Dirac
equation for a nuclear potential V:

(a'p+V+PBm )W=i%‘lf . (7
As nuclear potential ¥ we consider the Coulomb poten-
tial of a pointlike nucleus

V(r)——-Z‘a- ) (8)
r

as well as the more realistic potential of an extended nu-
cleus,

~Za/(2R,)[3—(r2/R?2)] for r<R,

viry= —Za/r for r>R,

9)
treated as a homogeneously charged sphere with radius
R,=1.2fm 4.

In the case of IPC, we are interested in continuum
solutions of Eq. (7). We can construct various complete
orthogonal sets of continuum wave functions which satis-
fy different boundary conditions. Solving Eq. (7) in
spherical coordinates we obtain the angular momentum
eigenfunctions Xy, in their well-known form

g(r) x,(Q)
if(r) x— ()

X are the spherical spinors which determine the angular
dependence of the electron wave functions. In the point-

nucleus case the radial wave functions g and f are given
by

(10)

X WK[[

[e =P *MNy +iy) F\(y +1+iy,2y + 1;2ipr)+c.c.],

(11)

[e Py +iy) Fi(y +1+iy,2y +1;2ipr)—c.c.],

W =—FE —m. 7 is part of the phase shift treated later.
Another set of solutions, Wthh are known as
Coulomb-distorted plane waves, 1/}‘ can be derived by
solving Eq. (7) in parabolic coordmates 13" These wave
functions firstly constructed by Mott!* are required for
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the determination of angular correlations since they
represent asymptotically plane waves with definite
momentum p and polarization A. Calculating the conver-
sion probability with these waves enables us to determine
the angle between electron and positron direction. The

|

) I+EDYV?2

g s -
a, an)172 (Wp)”zl e (I%]|O)»MD£,,(¢,19)

J
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=
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The coefficients depend on the Dirac quantum number
Kk (|k|=j+1) and spin projection u of the electron, on
the direction () of its momentum represented by the rota-
tion matrix D{M((p,z?) including the Euler angles ¢ and
@,"% and on its polarization A.

The waves ¥’ and ¢;’ differ only in the sign of the
phase shift 6, in the argument of the exponential function
which determines the asymptotic behavior. §, is just the
difference,

6x=85tat,n’_5pl,x ’ (15)

of the phase shift 8, , of a stationary spherical wave
X w«u Without the logarithmic phase shift §,,,= —y In2pr
to the phase shift 8, , of the corresponding term in the
partial-wave decomposition of a plane wave. Thus, Eq.
(15) gives the scattering phase shift of the Coulomb-
distorted waves. The wave functions are normalized ac-
cording to the following conditions:

1 , ,
<'/’p,xl¢p,x'>=‘75(p —p' )8 (Q—Q"8,; . ,
p
(16)
<XWKy|XW'K'I,L’>:8 '8 'S(W—‘WI) .

wen'Oppe

The Coulomb-distorted waves display the asymptotic be-
havior

WSS P ei[k-riylntkr$k-r)]+f(t)Leiﬂkr—ymzkr»
p. r r

17
(1)

as r— . o, and f,”’ are four-spinors. We consider the
pair creation by IPC as a time-dependent process; that
means we assume that electron and positron are detected
at a time t — oo after their creation at ¢, in the nuclear
potential. Furthermore, we suppose the detectors to be
constructed to measure the electron’s or positron’s mo-
menta. Then the lepton wave functions should be
represented by plane waves at t — o, and consequently,
we have to describe the electron and positron by the 3’
scattering waves.* Since we want to calculate transition
amplitudes, we must transform the positron wave into a
wave function which describes a negative-energy elec-
tron. We consider again a positron moving forward in

(=) 71"
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Coulomb-distorted plane waves can be decomposed into
spherical Dirac waves

Uil = 2 o (M w » (12)
KU
with the expansion coefficients
(13)
A
Durlp,d) . (14)

time being detected at t — . Its time propagating phase
factor reads e ~"*" (W >m) and it consists of converging
spherical waves corresponding to ' ~’ which are propor-
tional to

ie-—i(kr+W1) (18)
r

(for sake of lucidity we omit the logarithmic phase shift).

We may interpret this outgoing positron as an ingoing

electron with the negative positron energy moving back-

wards in time. Equation (18) then becomes
_l_e —ilkr—(= W]

r

(19)

Since the time parameter ¢ decreases, the negative-energy
electron consists of converging partial waves and is to be
described by a ¥ ~-type wave function. Thus, we must
express both the positive-energy electron and the
negative-energy electron by ¥' ~’ wave functions using the
expansion coefficients a{,’. [We drop the (—) super-
script from now on.]

Let us add some remarks on the phase shift. In the
point-nucleus approximation the phase shift of the sta-
tionary waves in Eq. (15) reads as

By, =¥ In2pr —argl(y +iy)— T+ (20)
with the Sommerfeld parameter y and

n=argV(k—iy/E)/(y+iy). Note that some authors
use a some kind different phase shift:

Ogtat,x =Y In2pr —argl'(y +1+iy)— 127— +7',
2D

n' =argV(—«+iy/E)/(y —iy) .

Simultaneously, the normalized factors [in Eq. (11)] are
multiplied with the absolute values of

(yxiy)=|y+ipletiansr+iy)

In the case of an extended nucleus we have to compute
the electron wave functions and their phase shifts numer-
ically. Details of this procedure are given in Appendix
A.
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C. The transition amplitude

We first calculate the S matrix element which deter-
mines the pair-conversion probability in second order.
The total pair-conversion probability reads as

22|U,f|28(W+W’ ). (2

+

ete 21+1

U;s denotes the transition amplitude of the IPC process.
Energy conservation, i.e., the fact that the nuclear transi-
tion energy o splits into electron energy W'’ and positron
energy W, is expressed by the 6 function. We have to
take the summation over the final states and to average
over the initial states. As we are concerned with plane
waves in the final channel, we sum over the momenta p
and p’ of electron and positron and their polarizations A’
and A, respectively. In addition, we sum over the final
states of the nucleus, i.e., the projection quantum num-
bers M. The initial states are those of the nucleus, i.e.,
the projection quantum numbers M;. U, is given in the
retarded form

Uif:_afdf" dee[pn(rn )Pg](re)

l|l‘,,“1’eiw

SR LR S e
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The first term in the square brackets denotes the
Coulomb interaction of the nuclear transition charge den-
sity p, with the electron transition charge density p,.
The second term describes the coupling of the nuclear
and the electron transition current densities j, and j,.
The electron transition charge and current densities are
expressed in terms of Coulomb-distorted plane-wave
functions

PE= U B =Y al,, (24)

The factor G(r,,,r,_,)=e”r"_r"iw/|r,,—re| is the photon

propagator in position space. Inserting the spherical-
wave decomposition we get (since the integral is sesqui-
linear)

Uy=3 3 atuanUJ", 2s)

where the transition amplitude U,«s}’h is of the same form
as Eq. (23), but with the Coulomb-distorted plane waves
replaced by the spherical waves in Eq. (10).

Writing the electron direction dQ=sinddddgp, and

r, .
| W dW =pdp we get the expression for the differential
(23)  pair-conversion probability:
il
dP, - 27
e'e ' h|2
aw sz XX Jdo [dapwp Waa,ai,al, UPP . (26)

MMKK/lpkk m,m’' AN

Since the electromagnetic transitions of the atomic nucleus can be classified by their angular momentum L and their
parity 7, we split the amplitude U, using the series expansion of the Green’s function,

o
=47iow Y jlor.
L=0 M=—-L

G(r,,r,)

where r . =min(r,,r,) and r, =max(r,,r,). Inserting the unit dyad I= .68,

one gets from Eq. (27) the dyadic Green’s function

IG(r,,r,)=47mio 3 B ALY,
LM, T

+L
MiVor,) S Yi(Q,)Y,(Q,), 27)

) into the current part of Eq. (23)

(28)

where 7=e,m,[ enumerates the electric, magnetic, and longitudinal contributions. The magnetic and electric fields'®

are

Afy(or,)=— 3 (ILL|—umM)j, (or,) Y, (Q,)E_, , (29)
"
] J—

(e) — — — i
ALM( ")_T/ﬁ VL %(1L+1Ll /.LmM)j,_+1(a)r,,)YLH,,,(Q,,)éL#
+VL+13 (1 L—1L|l—pmM)j, _(wr,)Y, _,(Q, )gﬁ“] . (30)
H

&, are the spherical basis vectors and j, (wr, ) denote the spherical Bessel functions. We also need the longitudinal field

n

\/L+1 2(1 L+1 L|—,umM)]L+1(wr,,)YL+1,,,(Q)§-#

+VL 31 L—1 Ll—pmM)jL‘l(wr,,)YLlm(ﬂ)gﬂl : 3D

I
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The B, fields follow by replacing the spherical Bessel functions j; (wr, ) by the spherical Hankel functions 4;'(wr, ).
The transition amplitude U; }’ now can be split into magnetic matrix elements which describe transitions of parity

= (_)L+l

, electric matrix elements which describe transitions of parity 7=

(—)E, and an EO matrix element. The

latter has no corresponding y-emission amplitude as mentioned already in the beginning of this section:

U,.S)?h=L20M{ UPL,M)+U(L,M)} +UF™ .
>0,

(32)

We consider first one of the magnetic parts. It can be written as

U =4miaw f dr, f dr,[j,(r,) A% *(wr,)]j,.(r,) By (wr,)]

- n : LAlm)x :
fO dTn fO dTe[Jn(rn) ALM (wrn)][.,e(r

+ [ dr, f d7,[,(r,) B3 (or,)][j(r,)- A3

Note that the asterisk used in relation with the fields B{",
means just the complex conjugation of the spherical har-
monics rather than the complex conjugation of the (com-
plex) Hankel functions. In the first term, denoted as a
static part, the nuclear and the electron matrix element
factorize. The nuclear matrix element exactly coincides
with the transition amplitude of y emission (Appendix
B):

vim(L M>—f dr,j,(r,) A% or,) . (34)

The second and third terms in Eq. (33) describe the
penetration effect. This expression is referred to as dy-
namic matrix element. Its calculation requires assump-
tions about a nuclear model. In Refs. 5 and 6 some
methods are presented. The simplest model is the point-

(e 4miaw fw

()= 2D “dr.[j
if ‘/L(L“‘l) Tnfo Te[.]n(

- [ "ar, for"dre[j,,(r,,

+f drf dr,[j.(r

In the first term, again denoted as a static part, nuclear
and electric matrix elements factorize. The last two
terms describe the penetration effects. We restrict our-
selves to the static part. The nuclear factor appears iden-
tically in the electron y-emission amplitude

Vi (L,M)= f d7pj,(r,) AL (or,) . (36)

Finally, the EO matrix element which includes only sca-
lar parts can be cast in simple form'”

r,)- Af(or,)]

AP (or,)]

(wr,)]

(m)(wr ]

(wr)] [ . (33)

nucleus approximation. The electron integrals of the last
two terms then vanish and the dynamic matrix element
becomes zero. In this article we adopt the “no penetra-
tion” approximation of Rose,’ i.e., we evaluate the static
part assuming an extended nucleus and simply neglect
the dynamic matrix elements. This approximation will
simplify the further calculation considerably. After
squaring the matrix element Uf}’h and dividing by the y-
emission probability, the pair-conversion coefficient be-
comes independent of the unknown nuclear matrix ele-
ment. If we were to consider strongly deformed nuclei,
we would have to take the penetration effects into ac-
count. We point out that an exact treatment of the dy-
namic matrix element stands out yet.

Now we turn to the electric matrix element. It consists
of scalar, electric (e), and longitudinal (/) parts and can
be written, after some transformations, as

reh}‘“(wre )YLM(QZ)

P
w]e're+lpe ar
e

rohiwr,) Yy (Q,)

.~ ,. O
0j, T, tip, 3
e

0t Fipg, [Riclor) Yu(9,) 35)
[
UE=0=—a [ “dr, [ "d1,p,(0,)p,(r,) |~ =+
0 n 0 ern n e e r" re
(37)

This expression shows that the EO conversion takes place
by penetration effects only: That part of the electron
density which is contained inside the nucleus contributes
to the integral. Since for EL and ML conversion with
L >0, we deal only with the static matrix elements we are
able to write the electric and magnetic amplitudes as a
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product of the y-emission part and electric matrix ele-
ment,

Ui(f”(L,M)=41riamV‘7,’)(L,M)MT(L’M)

J. L J
arioe(— 1V M| '
4miaw(—1) M, M M,
X(—1)"F T VIO(L)M™(L),

pop MY !

7=e,m (38)

where we made use of the Wigner-Eckart theorem.
V(L) and M'(L) are the reduced matrix elements. The
electron matrix element M7(L) can be decomposed into
an angular and a radial integral

Y lle)

Mi(L)=—ji————
( '[L(L+1)]’/2

R;.(L), (39)
with

RN Y)Y =(=Y TV Q2 +1)2j + 1)L +1) /47

j L
X|_1 10 (40)
and the parity selection rules
, A=0 for 7=e
[+I'+L+A(7)=0mod 2 - |, 4 for r=m - 4D

The remaining radial integrals are of the form

Re(L)=L(R,+R,+Ry—R)+(k—k')R;+R,)

R™(L)=(k+&')Rs+Ry) (43)

for magnetic pair conversion. The radial integrals are
presented as follows:

R, =f0°°dr r’g.g hiVwr),
R2=f0°°dr r2f fuhior) ,
R3=f0°°dr r’f g hi) (or),
R4=f0°°dr rig fohi) (or),
R5=f0mdr r’f gehior) ,
R6=f0°°dr rig frhior) .

(44)

These have to be evaluated numerically. An extensive
description of the derivation is given in Ref. 17.

D. Calculation of the conversion probabilities

We insert in Eq. (26) the explicit forms of the electron
wave functions, Egs. (12) and (14), and get—see Appen-
dix D for the calculational steps—the doubly differential
pair-conversion probability as the integrand of

dP . d*P .
e e e e
= |dEdcos0————,
dE f dE d cos dE d cos6
where we performed the trivial transformation from the
total energy W to the kinetic energy E. Dividing by the
total y-emission probability (Appendix B) this yields the
expression for the angular correlation
d2 o

mléoalpl(cose) , (46)

(45)

42) where P;(cosf) are the Legendre polynomials and the
in the case of electric IPC, and coefficients a; read as
|
(—)E+t sy 88, —8\ ).ty
al=8ﬂawm“,K"2kYk'|KKkk le kORI =1 'R oo (L )R (L)
j j L|[s s L j"IjsI(sz
X (2I+1) ' " (47)
%—%o”&—% Lopofft —tofly L
In addition, we have the selection rules
r'+lI'+I=0mod 2, r+I!+I=0 mod 2 (48)
and the triangle inequalities
&(r's'y), 8(j'I'Y), 8(rst), 8(jl3) . (49)
After integrating over the remaining angle 6 we identify a,=1dB/dE and, finally, get
2 a
— 4B _1dB |1 5 Ypicosh) | . (50)

dEdcos® 2 dE <0 9o

For calculating the angular correlation for the EO conversion we start with the transition amplitude for EO conversion

Us=3 3 ak,a,UfF~", (51)
Kp K
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and consider the matrix element Uf =% [Eq. (37)]. Because of the orthonormality of the spinors [ d QXX =88,

we are able to perform the angular mtegration involving the angular parts of the electron wave functions and we are left
with

Ul "O=—a [ "dnp, () [ "dreri S el | (52)
Repeating the steps that were applied to Eq. (23) we get
dP , _ 2
ete ™ 'k a’ t (L =0)
iE a1 2 223 [dafdaata el (53)

Ml,Mkap;t AN

Since EO conversion is a pure penetration effect, Eq. (52) does not split up into a nuclear and an electric matrix ele-
ment. In Ref. 19 it is shown that by a skillful approximation a factorization becomes possible.

Equation (52) contains an integration over those parts of the radial electron wave functions which are inside the nu-
cleus. In this region the wave functions can be represented by their series expansion (Appendix A). Thus, we get

fefetege=Cor 1+ 3 er® (54)
i=1
with the series coefficients ¢; and the normalization factors
lim f;{ for k>0
r—0pr< !
C.= 2.g (55)
lim ZK._K for k <0 .
r—0pr J 1
Inserting Eqgs. (52) and (54) into Eq. (53) leads to
dPe te~ 2
— 5= IMI >33 [dafdoat,a,,a,,akCC, . (56)

KK ' AR

Here we set M= f‘”dT,,p,, r,)r;={r?) assuming that higher moments of the nuclear charge distribution can be
neglected ({rX*)=0 for k >2). This restricts us to angular momenta Jj=+,i.e., k==x1. Inserting the explicit form of
the expansion coefficients [Eq. (13)] we obtain

dPe+e 1ra2|M|
dE 18(4r

fdedQ'EE%‘: (21 +1)21+1)e ™ C, Co (1L IOAA )L FIOARN( 1" |OA'A")
KoK

X (I'Lj'|0AL)D A(<p §)D 1, (@, 3)D . (@', 9 )D (qp,t?) (57)

with A,,.:=8,—8,—86,.+8,. A straightforward calculation yields

2] S 2 2
dE 77-96:4’11:fZI fdedQ’(Cz_l +C%—4C_|C cosh | cosh) . 58)

Again, no direction in space is singled out. This allows  shell electron,’

us to perform the integration over, for instance, the direc- mal )
tion { and the azimuthal angle ¢’. The remaining in- Pe_=———9 IM?[Ckl?, (60)
::i:lgiiand is the doubly differential pair-conversion proba- o £, that the nuclear matrix elements in Eqgs. (59) and
y (60) cancel exactly. With differential pair-conversion
d’P.._ 2y probability for EO conversion d7n/dE=(C%,+C%,)/
e e —_.Tma (C2,+C2%,) |Ck|? we finally get
dE cosf 2 9 -1 i K 5 vE
Cc_,Cy4, _dm__ 1(—iﬂ(]+ec059)
1—=2—————cosA,,;_jcos0 | . (59) dEcos® 2 dE
C_,+C%, C_Cy

o €=—2—5———cosA . (6])
Dividing by the total probability of the emission of a K- CL,+C%y



(If the K shell is imbedded into the negative-energy con-
tinuum as expected for nuclear charge numbers Z > 173
one may replace Cx by C,, thus normalizing 7 to
the probability of emitting an L-shell electron.) The
anisotropy factor is bounded: —1=e=1. Clearly, for
€=0 the angular correlation is isotropic.

III. DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS

In this section we restrict ourselves to the discussion of
the anisotropy parts of Egs. (50) and (61) since the angle-
integrated differential pair-conversion coefficients have
been treated extensively in Ref. 17. The coefficients are
also tabulated in Ref. 20. First we present the results for
EO conversion. Figure 1 shows the dependence of the an-
isotropy factor € on the positron energy for the 07 —07
transition in j0Zr with a transition energy »=1760.7
keV. In addition, the anisotropy factor derived in Born
approximation is plotted in Fig. 1 (dashed line). In both
cases € takes its maximum if the nuclear transition is
shared equally among electron and positron. The angular
correlation [Eq. (61)] exhibits its maximum at an opening
angle 6=0°. For strongly asymmetric splitting of the nu-
clear transition energy the angular distribution becomes
isotropic. We emphasize the close agreement between
the results of our calculations with those obtained within
the Born approximation as it was expected for low nu-
clear charges and intermediate transition energies. Fig-
ure 2 shows the anisotropy coefficient computed for a
uranium-like nucleus and a low nuclear transition energy
©=1300 keV. One recognizes that the exact anisotropy
coefficient exceeds the Born approximation result for al-
most all positron energies.

In Fig. 3 we plot € versus the positron energy for EQ
conversion in various hypothetical superheavy nuclei at a
near-critical nuclear charge number Z =170 and several
supercritical charges. The transition energy was assumed
to be ®=2000 keV. Obviously the anisotropy factor is
very asymmetric in the critical case. In the supercritical
case € contains one or two zeros at which the differential
conversion coefficient d7/dE is strongly peaked (Fig.
4).2! A brief look at Eq. (61) explains this phenomenon:

€ 10

0.5

0.0 L 1 N 1 . ! )
400

E (keV)

FIG. 1. Anisotropy factor € in dependence on the kinetic
positron energy E for 33Zr. The 0" —0" transition has an ener-
gy w=1760.7 keV. The dashed curve represents the result ob-
tained within the Born approximation.

42 ANGULAR CORRELATION OF ELECTRONS AND POSITRONS . . .

2639

0 50 100 150 200 250
E (keV)

FIG. 2. Same as in Fig. 1 but assuming EO conversion of a
uraniumlike nucleus with a transition energy of «=1300 keV.
Again the dashed curve belongs to the Born approximation re-
sult.

The large values of d7n/dE arise from peaks of either
C%, or C%,, compared to which the interference term
C,,C_, entering the anisotropy factor € is suppressed.
These quantities are related to the electron density at the
origin. The sudden increase of the electron density is a
resonance behavior, which occurs when a bound electron
state dives into the negative-energy continuum.?? At a
resonance the phase shift of the wave function of the
negative-energy electron changes rapidly by #. This
causes a change of the sign of cosA ,,_, and, therefore,
the change of the sign of the anisotropy factor €. The
zeros of € and peaks of d7n/dE are located at the reso-
nance energies. For Z =188 both j = states (1s;,, and
2p,,,) are imbedded into the negative-energy continuum.
Note that the preceding discussion is quite hypothetical
since it assumes that the supercritical nucleus is stable for
a time interval larger than the inverse width of the reso-
nance (~107 ).

Figure 5 displays the angular correlation integrated
over all positron energies versus the opening angle 8 for

Z=188
Z=182
“ , e Z=174
1= z=170

1 1 L 1 1 1 I 1 1

0 200 400 600 800
E (keV)

FIG. 3. Anisotropy factor € plotted versus the Kinetic posi-
tron energy E for the EO conversion of a hypothetic nucleus
with a nuclear charge number Z =170 near the critical one
(Z=~173) and for supercritical nuclear charge numbers. The
zeros occur at the resonance energies in the supercritical cases.
(@=2000 keV.)
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100 dn/dE (1/keV)
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107
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Z=188

=182
------- Z=174
— Z=170
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FIG. 4. Differential pair-conversion coefficient d7/dE plot-
ted versus the kinetic positron energy E for the same nuclear
charge numbers as in Fig. 3. At the resonance energies sharp
maxima of d7/dE can be observed.

the 0T —0™ transition in %0 (0=6 MeV). The result of
our calculation, plotted as a solid line in Fig. 5, corre-
sponds to an anisotropy factor e=1.0 and is in good
agreement with the experimental result.3 At large angles
the data show a deviation from our result, which agrees
fully with the Born approximation (not plotted) in this
case, the anisotropy factor being 15% smaller than ex-
pected (€=0.85). The origin of this discrepancy is
presently not understood.

Having discussed the EO case the results obtained for
the electric and magnetic pair conversion are immediate-
ly understandable. We are able to compute the angular
correlation for point nuclei and extended nuclei. The
difference manifests itself in the evaluation of the radial
integrals, Eq. (44). While the integration in the case of an
extended nucleus is a purely numeric one (since the wave
functions are only given numerically),!” the integrals Eq.
(44), in the point nucleus case can be treated analytically
to give a recursion formula which then is evaluated nu-
merically.!® As a check of our numerical methods we
have calculated the angular distribution for conversion of
various multipolarities in the limiting case Z=0. We

dn/dcosd (arb. units)
T T T T T T
Qo --- £=0.85
i ° O exp. |
— theor.
L @ J
R
\°‘wa\\ T
: 1 . ! A ~—9
0 50 100 150
3 (deg)

FIG. 5. Calculation of the angular correlation integrated
over all positron energies compared to experimental results for
the 0" —0" transition in O with =6 MeV. The dashed
curves is fitted with an anisotropy coefficient e=0.85 (Ref. 23).
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FIG. 6. Angular correlation computed for an assumed E1
conversion of uranium with a transition energy »=2046 keV
and three kinetic positron energies. The dashed curve shows
the results obtained within the Born approximation.

d?B/(dE dcosd) (1/keV)

L} L) L]
N T T T

\ E=100 keV

x10-9
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x10-1
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FIG. 7. Same as in Fig. 6 for the E3 transition of 23Pb. The
transition energy amounts to @ =2615 keV.
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100
Z

FIG. 8. Anisotropy coefficients a; /a, plotted in dependence
on the nuclear charge number for E'1 transition energy o =2046
keV and a kinetic positron energy E =511 keV. The calcula-
tions are performed assuming a finite extension of the nucleus.

150 200

found deviations less than 0.1% compared to the results
derived by Rose using the Born approximation (Appen-
dix C).

We are able to compute the angular correlation for
multipolarities L =5 and for nuclear charge numbers up
to Z=200. In the following we pick out two examples.
The first is the angular correlation assuming an E1 tran-
sition of a uraniumlike nucleus for three positron energies
and a transition energy w =2046 keV compared to the re-
sults in the Born approximation (Fig. 6). The Born ap-
proximation is more strongly peaked around an opening
angle 6=0° in all cases. The angular distribution ob-
tained from our calculation is more isotropic.

Next we consider in Fig. 7 a more realistic case, name-
ly the known E3 transition in %3Pb with a transition en-
ergy of ®=2615 keV. Again we plotted the angular dis-
tribution for three positron energies. In Fig. 8 we plotted
the dependence of the normalized anisotropy coefficients
ay/ay,I=1,...,5 on the nuclear charge number Z for a
transition energy »=2046 keV and a kinetic energy of
the positron E =511 keV. The slope of the curves shows
the deviation from the Z-independent Born approxima-
tion when the nuclear charge number is increased. In the
supercritical region one recognizes the zeros of the curves
which point to resonant states imbedded into the negative
energy continuum. Again this is explained by an increase
of the differential conversion coefficient dB/dE =a,
which suppresses the anisotropy coefficients a;/a,. In
contrast to EO conversion the anisotropy coefficients for
EL and ML conversion with L >0 do not necessarily
change their signs at these points because of the great
number of contributing terms only some of which contain
the resonant-state wave function.

IV. CONCLUSION AND OUTLOOK

We have calculated the angular correlation of electrons
and positrons in second-order perturbation theory using
the exact scattering wave functions for electrons and pos-
itrons. With the use of these wave functions the influence
of the Coulomb potential of the nucleus is taken into ac-
count. Thus, we get expressions for the anisotropy fac-
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tors which describe the angular correlation and for the
differential conversion coefficients which describe the
spectrum. In contrast to the calculations performed
within the Born approximation, these coefficients depend
on the nuclear charge. For high nuclear charges and low
energies the results of our calculation show considerable
deviations from the results of the Born approximation.

For the electric monopole conversion we find that the
angular distribution obtained with the scattering waves is
more anisotropic compared to the Born approximation.
In contrast, in the case of the electric and magnetic pair
conversion of multipolarity L > 0, we see that the angular
correlation function is not as strongly peaked around the
opening angle 6=0°. In both cases the maximum of the
angular distribution can be shifted from 6=0° to 6=180°
for supercritical nuclear charges Z > 172 which are ex-
pected to be generated for a short time in heavy-ion col-
lisions.

The only experimental result which was available to
us—the electric monopole transition in 'O with transi-
tion energy w=6 MeV —tends to confirm our result
which, however, at this low-Z value agrees with the Born
approximation. It is left to future studies on this subject
to check the validity of the approximations made in the
EOQ case by taking into account only j = 5 wave functions.
In addition, for the EL and ML conversion, the penetra-
tion effects have to be examined in an exact manner as
well as the contributions of higher orders in the perturba-
tion expansion.

In recent GSI positron experiments the narrow line
structures in coincident electron and positron spectra are
measured for several opening angles. Theoretical predic-
tions are now available for the angular correlation in the
case of EL, ML, and EO conversion. With the knowledge
of the angular correlation of dynamically created elec-
trons and positrons,!! the processes which determine
mainly the background in these measurements are
known. This represents an important tool which might
help to enlighten the origin of the peak structures.
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APPENDIX A: RADIAL ELECTRON WAVE FUNCTIONS
FOR AN EXTENDED NUCLEUS

In the case of an extended nucleus we have to discrim-
inate between the alternatives (Za)? <k? and (Za)*> k2.
Inside the nucleus in both cases one can use a power
series ansatz.?* For k=k >0 we have

k+1 o 2
= |_T r
ul == za, N

Rn =0 Rn

(e o]

i — |_I r
uz 2 b/

Rn =0 Rn

The expansion coefficients obey the following recursion
formula:
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(2k +21+1)a,=[R,(W+m)+3Zalb,—Zab,_, ,
(A2)
2(1+1)b1+1= —Rn( W—m )+%Za]a,+—;—2aal_1 ,

with the coefficients a_,=b_;=0. a, is determined by
the normalization. For x=—k <0 one has to inter-
change the roles of u; and u, and to change the signs of
W and Z.

Outside the nucleus the wave functions obey the Dirac
equation for a Coulomb potential. The radial parts can
be written as??

u, =VIiW+ml(g+4*),

(A3)
u,=ivV|W—ml|(¢—¢*) .
The function ¢ is given by
¢=Nx_I/2[005179[&+M—(iy+1/2),;/(")
+Sin17€ l‘avM_(,"‘r}, I/z)’_y(x )] (A4)

with the factors
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e =V —(y+iy)/(k+iy /E)e "%,
vy Y (AS)

e =vVy—iy)/(k+iy/E)e'™? .

M, g(x) denotes the Whittaker function.”® The asymp-
totic form of this function yields expressions for the nor-
malization factor N and the phase shift

ia, _ T(2y)
cosm e

Dstar, =218 Tly+1+ip)

. fa_ F( —2v+1)
+ —— T ) A6
SE T(—y+1+iy) (A6
where we left out the unphysical logarithmic phase shift.
7 is obtained from the matching condition at the nuclear
radius

(A7)

R

In the case of (Za)?> k* we have imaginary ¥ and the ra-
dial functions read as

$=Nx "™V =y +ip) / (kT iy JEM _ 11 2),,(x)Fe "Wy —ip) (kFiy JEIM _ 4y 11 12y, - ()] . (A8)

The phase shift now becomes

i - - rQy+1)
= ”7\/ —_— —L
Bdstarx=e" MV 7’+’y)/(K+’y/E)r(y+1+iy)
te—in—TYly/ 5 - r(=2y+1)
e (y ly)/(K+ty/E)F(—y+l+iy)

(A9)
(again the logarithmic phase shift is left out).
APPENDIX B: y-EMISSION PROBABILITY

The transition amplitude which describes the decay of
an excited nuclear state by ¥ emission is given by

S,y =2mieVw/R, [dr,(f3,(r,)]i)- A (or,)
Xb8(g;—ep—w) . (B1)

The factor v/ /R, arises from the normalization of the
radiation field A within a sphere with radius R,. €; and
J

g, denote the energy of the nucleus in the initial and the
final state, respectively, and the y energy w must equal
the nuclear transition energy. The fields Al (or,) are
those of Egs. (29)-(30). We introduce the abbreviation

ViOL,M)= [dr,j,(r,) A (er,) (B2)
for the nuclear matrix element with 7=e,m. Squaring
this and summing over the final nuclear states and
averaging over the initial ones we get the y-emission
probability

8mraw
P (L,7)=—— VL, M)|?
,(L,7) 201 M,,%,Ml v )|
_ 8maw |

(1) 2
217 (L)?.

(B3)

The last equality follows by the use of the Wigner-Eckart
theorem,; V‘y’)(L ) is the reduced nuclear matrix element.

APPENDIX C: THE ANGULAR CORRELATION FUNCTIONS IN BORN APPROXIMATION

With the abbreviation q=p’+p the expressions for the angular correlation derived in Ref. 1 reads, for the electric

pair conversion, as
2a pp’ (g/w)*!

(0= m(L+1) g (a)z—-q

2)2

+4HL—1 )op'[3/9%(p +p'cosd)(p’ +p cosd) —cosh]

QL+ 1)WW’'+1—1pp'cosf)+L

2
— r__ ’
_9_2 2 (WW'—1+pp'cosO)

) (cn
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and for the magnetic pair conversion

RL+1
yL<o)=3f—l’;L—(9———)2—[1+ WW' —(pp' /q*)p +p'cosd)(p' +p cos6)] . (€2
0 —q
¥1.(0) corresponds to the angular correlation function d’B/(dE d cosf) up to a normalization factor since Rose uses
the natural unit system #i=c =m =1, where m is the electron rest mass. Finally, we give the symmetric expression for
the EO anisotropy factor which is easy to derive in Born approximation

—_p

BT EE—m? "

(C3)

APPENDIX D: CALCULATION OF THE ANGULAR CORRELATION

Here we want to fill in some steps leading to the angle-dependent pair-conversion coefficient [Egs. (46) and (47)]. We
start with the differential pair-conversion probability Eq. (26), inserting he explicit expressions of the expansion
coefficients, Eq. (14), and the abbreviation / T=v2I +1:

P+, - 1

T —2J+1fdﬂfd9'z S 33 3

(4m)?

M M, LM.L'M MKk’ m k,m W3
. .

2 l? J 2

r 4+ s
0O A —=AJ10 A =20 A —=XN]|0 A —A

X(_)<|/2—1'«A')+(1/2—1—A)+<1/2—r'~A’)+(|/2—r—ue“5'~"5 R PR

(TT#?)

' 1 '

roLoy r i s

XD (@, 99D (@, 0+ mIDS) (@, 9)DY (9,9 +m)(G F5%)

S R N VA | PR
-M;, M M, ||-M, M' M, ||y - M -m M
4 2 s —m
%"f—i)(ﬂf wks=m (YL Yy i) (kY kO R o (LR (L) (D1)

The sums over the nuclear magnetic quantum numbers M; and M can be carried out by the use of the orthogonality of

the 3j symbols yielding Kronecker deltas which cancel the sums over L' and M’. We transform the rotation matrices
according to

DY (¢!, 9)=(— ¥ ~¥DI (¢, ") (D2)
and
(@, 9+m)=(—)"" D5 _ (@, 3+m), (D3)

and are now able to combine any two of the rotation matrices with the same arguments to one rotation matrix and two
3j symbols.!> We obtain

dpe+ B 2
iE ;J(afl) SPwEfdefdr s S S S ST WD g 99D (g, 04m)
i L KKk, k' AN M ' m,m’ B,y,8,€ 1,J

x(__)l +s'+U+HI+rtr—p'—m—A—A —B_‘y—5—6i1—r—1'—r'(j ’ {g\l?)( 'l?'?)

AR AR A2

e (LR (L)I+1)(2T +1)

LIL+D2L+1)
j j Li|s s L||j s J jioos I
X u —u M|im —m' M -m —8||—u m' —B
ry s L3 j s J
Xloa =a]lor —a]|[r =2 —e¢
ll % jl rl 1
Xlo v =2 lo & =a||=a & —y (D4)




2644 HOFMANN, REINHARDT, GREINER, SCHLUTER, AND SOFF

The first row of 3j symbols can be written as a 6j symbol. After renaming the indices the second and third row of 3;
symbols are transformed into 3; and 6 symbols. Thus we are left with

dPe e~
dE

Se is,

KK, kk 1
e[y Sk Y LKD)
L(L+1)2L+1)

vl I(r 1l I)|rl
jlsl%

000]|]js
xzp‘”up 3)D Do (@, 3+ 1)

_ 2m( aw)?

8ty
2J;+1

_ )L+l—j'—s’—s—j+I’+I+r'+ril—r—1'—r'

SIvowlRfdefda 3
L

PN

x(77s )T Tr

R (L)RE(L)2I+1)

r I

1o 0 o

Nl= N
—_—

N

s L j (D5)

where we carried out some summations. The two remaining rotation matrices can be rewritten as a Legendre polyno-
mial which depends now on the angle between the positive-energy and negative-energy electron directions,

ED(”(tp 3D gy (@,8+m)(—)P=P,(cosd) ,

where 6 is the angle between the lepton directions. We want to introduce the angle between electron and positron
direction which is §=m—8 and, therefore, P;(cosf)=P;(—cos8)=(—)'P;(cosf). One angular integral in Eq. (D5) can
be carried out since no direction in space is singled out; a polarization of the nucleus is not considered, we average over
the nuclear spin projections. The @-dependent part of the last integral is carried out as well. The integrations yield a
factor of 872

Inserting the reduced spherical matrix elements, Eq. (40), we get the expression which is referred to as doubly

differential pair-conversion probability [Eq. (45)]:

dPe+27 — (4-1TC¢(0)22 |V(7,T)|2 E 'K 'kk| i,
dEdcos§ = 2J,+1 < L(L+1) =,

i 7

Xl 1

2 2

jl sl

Xl -1

2 2

5'k,+6k)(__)L+1i1'—r'—’+’RKK,(L)Rl:,k'(L)
Li|s s L
ol 5 0];(2”1)
i s I|]i I s
o[+ =1 0|y z 7 P(cos0) . (D6)
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