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INTRODUCTION

Botanical history hasrecorded significant contributionsof bryology toitsconceptual
development andtoman’ sscientificknowledge. Thediscovery of sexual chromosomes
in plants by Allen and the production of thefirst polyploids by Wettstein are but two
scientific achievmentsinwhich bryophyteshad anoutstandingrole. Currently, their use
inenvironmenta monitoringandtheidentification of activeprinciples, makebryophytes
objectsof great pragmaticinterest.

Latin Americahas not been fertile ground for bryophyte-oriented studies. However,
becauseof itshighfloristicdiversity, bryological research and aspectsof bryophyteuse
and conservationrel ated to theareacannot be maintai ned apart frommodern scientific
thinking. In addition, it would be expected that a meeting of those interested in
neotropical bryology would supply scientificinformation, identify and offer solutions
toregional bryological problemsand contributetothedevel opment of Latin American
bryology. These were the objectives of the symposium organized by Sociedad
L atinoamericanade Briologiain Mexico City.

Themeeting wasthefirst of itskind in Mexico and was attended by studentsand well
known Latin American bryologists. Most contributions to the Symposium are here
reproduced, including two special lecturesby S.R. Gradsteinand by R. Spjut et al. It
ishopedthat they truly represent aprofileof current research on neotropical bryology.

Instituto de Biologia of the National University of Mexico is thanked for financial
support and for housing the meeting. Drs. Antonio Lot Helgueras (Director), Patricia
Davila (Chairman, Department of Botany) and Robert Bye (Chairman, Botanical
Garden) provided amplefacilitiesfor the meeting. Additional support from Dr. Jose
Sarukhan Kermez, president, National University of Mexico, isgreatly appreciated.
Grateful thanks are also extended to the Missouri Botanical Garden for its generous
support; weareespecially indebted to Dr. Peter Ravenfor hiscontinuedinterestinthe
meeting. Grantsfrom A sociacion L atinoamericanadeBotanica(received through Dr.
Enrique Forero) and Consgjo Nacional de Cienciay Tecnologia (CONACYT) are
gratefully acknowledged.

Special thanksareextendedto Dr. Jan-Peter Frahmfor making possiblethe publication
of Symposiumresultsinthisjournal.



