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Studies on the effect of exogenous fibronectin addition on Staphylococcus aureus of the 
Wood strain 46. 
Fibronectin binds to opsonized bacteria of the Wood strain and results in clumping. Bacteria 
(in green) were opsonized and then stained for fibronectin. No staining is detected in the 
absence of exogenous fibronectin (left panel). The remaining three panels show the effect of 
adding 200 ng/ml fibronectin to the bacteria. Clumping ensues and fibronectin staining 
reveals its binding to the bacteria. Methods: Opsonized bacteria were left untreated, or were 
exposed to 200 ng/ml of pFN for 10 minutes, washed and fixed with 4% PFA for 10 minutes. 
After washing thrice, bacteria were centrifuged and stained for fibronectin as outlined in the 
methods. Bars represent 2.5 µm. 
 


