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Abstract: A coesite-bearing diamondiferous eclogite from the Udachnaya kimberlite (Daldyn field,
Siberian craton) has been studied to trace its complex evolution recorded in rock-forming and
minor mineral constituents. The eclogite sample is composed of rock-forming omphacite (60 vol%),
garnet (35 vol%) and quartz/coesite (5 vol%) and contains intergranular euhedral zoned olivine
crystals, up to 200 µm long, coexisting with phlogopite, orthopyroxene, clinopyroxene (secondary),
K-feldspar, plagioclase, spinel, sodalite and djerfisherite. Garnet grains are zoned, with a relatively
homogeneous core and a more magnesian overgrowth rim. The rim zones further differ from the core
in having higher Zr/Y (6 times that in the cores), ascribed to interaction with, or precipitation from, a
kimberlite-related melt. Judging by pressure-temperature estimates (~1200 ◦C; 6.2 GPa), the xenolith
originated at depths of ~180–200 km at the base of the continental lithosphere. The spatial coexistence
of olivine, orthopyroxene and coesite/quartz with K-Na-Cl minerals in the xenolith indicates that
eclogite reacted with a deep-seated kimberlite melt. However, Fe-rich olivine, orthopyroxene and
low-pressure minerals (sodalite and djerfisherite) likely result from metasomatic reaction at shallower
depths during transport of the eclogite by the erupting kimberlite melt. Our results demonstrate that
a mixed eclogitic-peridotitic paragenesis, reported previously from inclusions in diamond, can form
by interaction of eclogite and a kimberlite-related melt.
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1. Introduction

The origin of eclogite is commonly attributed to the subduction and recycling of Archaean
oceanic crust, based on signatures of low-pressure and low-temperature processes (e.g., non-mantle
O isotope ratios, Eu anomalies requiring accumulation or fractionation of plagioclase), sometimes
followed by mantle metasomatism during their residence in the cratonic mantle lithosphere [1–3].
Therefore, mantle-derived eclogites (i.e., those that last resided in the continental lithospheric mantle
before entrainment in the kimberlite) can furnish unique information on the Precambrian history
of oceanic crust and processes in the upper mantle. [4,5]. To date, there are two eclogite formation
models—subduction, which became the paradigm, and high-pressure magmatic. Within the subduction
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model, xenoliths of eclogites are the results of the subduction of metamorphosed oceanic crust [2,6],
whilst within the magmatic hypothesis, the eclogites are being interpreted as igneous rocks that
crystallized at a high pressure. Subducted eclogites have experienced a complex history, as partial melts
and as cumulates whose history potentially involved seafloor alteration, subduction, devolatilization,
metamorphism, metasomatism and partial melting [2,3]. Moreover, metasomatic processes are
expressed as phase changes and modifications of element abundances, element ratios and isotope
compositions. The imprints from metasomatism blur the original nature of these rocks.

Eclogitic xenoliths are found in many kimberlites worldwide and bear a record of their metamorphic
and metasomatic evolution, from the low-pressure protolith to residence in the mantle lithosphere and
finally kimberlite eruption. Indeed, the natural setting of diamonds in their eclogite host rocks, as well
as the mineral inclusions in diamonds recovered from such xenoliths provides additional support for
the metasomatic origin of diamond [7–10].

Compared to their abundance, eclogites enclose diamond more often than ultramafic
mantle-derived rocks because they contain more iron and have much greater redox buffering capacity
than peridotites (especially highly refractory cratonic peridotite), which maintains precipitation of
diamond during carbonate reduction [11]. Indeed, while inclusions in diamonds are predominantly
peridotitic (P-type), eclogite-paragenesis (E-type) diamonds make up >30% of inclusion-bearing
diamonds, which far exceeds the estimated proportion of eclogite in the mantle lithosphere [9,12,13].
Typical eclogitic minerals are grossular-rich pyrope-almandine garnet and jadeite-rich omphacite
(± coesite, ± kyanite, ± rutile, ± pyrrhotite), while olivine, orthopyroxene, Cr-diopside, pyrope garnet,
chromite and Ni-rich sulfide are typical peridotitic phases.

Coesite is an important phase in the eclogitic diamond-forming medium [9]—it accounts for 22% of
all eclogitic inclusions in kimberlite-hosted diamond from the Yakutian province [14]. Coesite, as well
as diamond, documents the high-pressure history of its host rock and can be used as a geobarometer.
The presence of coesite in some eclogites rules out their origin by direct crystallization of melts from the
mantle, where garnet and pyroxenes are liquidus minerals and thus confirms the subduction-related
origin of the eclogite protoliths [2,15]. High-Mg olivine (forsterite with #Mg > 90) is often found in
mantle peridotite or is enclosed in micro- and macrodiamonds from kimberlite pipes, including in
gem-quality crystals of different sizes. Previous comprehensive studies revealed relatively narrow
ranges (compared to world-wide data of ultramafic olivine) of forsterite [90.2 to 95.4 mol%] and minor
element concentrations (Ti, Mn, Ca, Cr, Ni and Co) in diamond-hosted olivine inclusions [9,16].

In most cases, coesite and forsterite are not in equilibrium because Mg-rich olivine is unstable in a
high-silica environment (due to the peritectic formation of enstatite) and their coexistence is uncommon
in mantle xenoliths. However, there is published evidence of diamond crystals containing mixed
eclogitic-peridotitic mineral inclusions [17–25] and of an eclogitic xenolith with such diamonds [24].
Their origin is related to metasomatic processes. Carbonatite and silicate melt metasomatism are
two major types of metasomatic alteration operating in the deep mantle. The presence of carbonate
minerals as inclusions in rock-forming minerals (here: garnet and omphacite) or in the matrix of the
xenoliths is the main diagnostic feature of carbonatite type metasomatism [26].

Lithospheric diamonds worldwide contain carbonate-rich, alkali-carbonatitic and
saline-carbonatitic fluid/melt microinclusions [25,27–34]. Unfortunately, such microinclusions
are dominantly found in fibrous diamonds which lack mineral inclusions, making it impossible
to reliably determine their paragenesis (eclogitic or peridotitic). Crystalline carbonate inclusions
are found both in lithospheric and sublithospheric diamonds [21,25,35–40]. Thus, carbonatitic,
alkali-carbonatitic and saline-carbonatitic melts appear to be important mantle metasomatic
agents involved in the formation of fibrous diamonds. Mantle xenoliths rarely enclose carbonate
phases [41–48], though crystalline carbonates [26,49–51] and crystallized carbonated melts often occur
as inclusions in xenolith minerals [52–56] and in macrocrysts/megacrysts/xenocrysts associated with
kimberlites [57–61]. A wealth of implicit evidence indicates metasomatic effects of carbonated melts in
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mantle xenoliths [62–65]. The stability of carbonatitic and alkali-carbonatitic melts in the mantle is
further supported by numerous high-pressure experimental studies [66–72].

Prior work on eclogite xenoliths from the Udachnaya kimberlite pipe has provided a wealth of
information and not only advocates an origin by subduction of oceanic crust but also highlights the
importance of subsequent metasomatism and its link to diamond formation [34,45,73,74]. The aim
of this study is to reconstruct the metasomatic history of an extraordinary eclogite xenolith sample
containing both coesite (eclogitic mineral) and olivine-orthopyroxene (peridotitic or pyroxenitic
minerals), from mineralogy, element compositions and strontium isotope data. The sample offers a
unique opportunity to observe the effect of eclogite interaction with an alkali-carbonatitic melt which
induced a partial change from eclogitic to peridotitic paragenesis.

2. Analytical Methods

The mineral chemistry of the main phases was determined at the Sobolev Institute of Geology
and Mineralogy (Analytical Center for Multi-Elemental and Isotope Research, Siberian Branch of the
Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibirsk, Russia), using a JEOL JXA-8100 electron microprobe and a
TESCAN MIRA 3 LMU scanning electron microscope equipped with an Oxford Instruments INCA
energy detector, X-max 80 mm2. The scanning electron microscope was used for back-scattered electron
(BSE) imaging and its X-ray energy dispersive system (EDS) for estimating element abundances.
Quantitative electron microprobe (EMPA; JEOL JXA-8100) analyses of olivine, garnet and omphacite
were performed at 20 kV accelerating voltage, 100 nA beam current and 2 µm beam diameter, allowing
quantification of minor and trace elements with detection limits of 128 ppm for P, 30 ppm for Ca,
113 ppm for Al, 64 ppm for Ti, 53 ppm for Mn, 83 ppm for Ni and 61 ppm for Cr (further analytical
details can be found in Reference [75]). Precision and accuracy were monitored using natural and
synthetic standards that were measured at regular intervals during each analytical session. Results are
reported in Table S1. Stoichiometry was checked based on calculated cations per formula unit after
normalization, which further serves as a check on the quality of the analyses. The JEOL JXA-8100
electron microprobe was also used for chemical mapping at the operating conditions 20 kV, 100 nA,
with a counting time of 90 s.

Raman spectra in the range from 50 to 4000 cm–1 were recorded using a LabRam 800 HR (Horiba
Jobin Yvon) spectrometer equipped with a Nd:YAG 532 nm laser (power ×30 mW; beam diameter
1–2 µm) and an Olympus BX51 microscope (IGM SB RAS). The Raman spectra were recorded at room
temperature in the backscattering geometry with an Olympus MPlan 100× objective lens (0.37 mm
working distance, 0.9 numerical aperture).

Trace elements in garnet and clinopyroxene were acquired at the Institute for Geosciences at
Goethe-University Frankfurt with a Thermo Scientific ELEMENT XR inductively-coupled plasma mass
spectrometer (ICPMS) linked to a RESOlution (Resonetics) 193 nm ArF Excimer Laser (CompexPro
102, Coherent), using reference material NIST612 for sensitivity calibration and Si (as previously
determined by electron microprobe) for quantification (see [76] for further details and data acquisition
and reduction). Results are reported in Table S2A, including those for basalt glass BIR-1G, which was
measured as an unknown to monitor precision and accuracy.

The same laser device was used with a Thermo Scientific NEPTUNE PLUS multi-collector (MC)
ICPMS at Goethe-University, Frankfurt, Germany, to measure 87Sr/86Sr in clinopyroxene along with
a larger suite of samples, following the procedure in Reference [77]. Briefly, the set-up included
the use of Faraday Cups in static collection mode, a spot size of 128 µm, 10 Hz repetition rate and
laser energy of 5–6 J cm−1. Accuracy was monitored using a variety of standards measured as
unknowns: (1) The in-house standard plagioclase MIR-1 yielded 87Sr/86Sr (0.703080 ± 0.000009 1σ,
n = 5) compared to the TIMS-derived value 87Sr/86Sr (0.703096 ± 0.000050); (2) USGS glass BCR-2
yielded 0.704959±0.000019 (n = 6) compared to the GeoREM preferred value of 0.705003 ± 0.00004;
(3) USGS glass BHVO-2 yielded 0.703453 ± 0.000020 (n = 6) compared to the GeoREM preferred value
of 0.703469 ± 0.000007 (http://georem.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de). Results are reported in Table S2B.

http://georem.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de
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3. Geological Setting

The Udachnaya pipe belongs to the Daldyn-Alakit field of the Yakutian kimberlite province in
the Siberian craton. The pipe consists of eastern and western bodies and is hosted by Ordovician and
Devonian sedimentary rocks (limestones, dolomites, marls, siltstones, mudstones, sandstones and limy
conglomerates) [78]. The Udachnaya kimberlite results from Middle Paleozoic activity (367 ± 5 Ma).
The eastern and western bodies differ in mineralogy, petrography and in the alteration degree of
xenoliths [78,79]. Mantle xenoliths from the Udachnaya-West kimberlite are commonly strongly
serpentinized, while those of Udachnaya-East are mainly fresh and highly diverse in mineralogy
and composition.

4. Results

4.1. Petrography and Major-Element Composition

Sample Uv-537, a coesite-bearing diamondiferous eclogitic xenolith with a 7.5 cm in maximum
length, was collected from non-serpentinized ultra-fresh kimberlite in the Udachnaya-East open-pit
mine [79,80]. It is a medium-grained eclogite with a massive structure and a granoblastic texture
(Figure 1) consisting of 60 vol% omphacite, 35 vol% garnet and 5 vol% coesite/quartz.
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garnet grain (Grt I–garnet core, Grt II–garnet rim) with inclusions of primary clinopyroxene and 
secondary mineral assemblages after omphacite (CpxII–secondary clinopyroxene, Pl–plagioclase, 
Kfs–K-feldspar); (С): quartz (Qtz) grain with an inclusion of secondary clinopyroxene, plagioclase 
and K-feldspar; (D): coesite (Coe) inclusion in garnet with quartz rim and a secondary mineral 
assemblage (Ol–olivine); (E): interstitial olivine and coesite/quartz grains. 

Figure 1. Photomicrograph of polished section (A) and BSE images (B–E) of sample Uv-537. (A): xenolith
composed of garnet (Grt), omphacite (Omp, i.e., CpxI) and coesite/quartz (Coe/Qtz); (B): garnet grain
(Grt I–garnet core, Grt II–garnet rim) with inclusions of primary clinopyroxene and secondary
mineral assemblages after omphacite (CpxII–secondary clinopyroxene, Pl–plagioclase, Kfs–K-feldspar);
(C): quartz (Qtz) grain with an inclusion of secondary clinopyroxene, plagioclase and K-feldspar;
(D): coesite (Coe) inclusion in garnet with quartz rim and a secondary mineral assemblage (Ol–olivine);
(E): interstitial olivine and coesite/quartz grains.
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Primary clinopyroxene grains are anhedral and likewise heavily fractured, of grey-green color with
a bluish hue and 0.1 to 1.6 mm in size, with inclusions of garnet and coesite/quartz (Figure 1). Primary
clinopyroxene is omphacite [81] with its composition (Jd28–29.5 Di44.5–45 Hd12.5–13) corresponding to
Group B eclogite [82]. Omphacite grains are homogeneous, with up to 0.72–1.11 wt% K2O and 0.72–0.73
wt% TiO2 (Table 1 and Table S1). Clinopyroxene enclosed in the garnet core is compositionally identical
to rock-forming omphacite (= CpxI).

Table 1. Representative major-element concentrations (wt%; EPMA analyses) for garnet core-rim
(Grt) and omphacite (Omp) in diamondiferous coesite-bearing eclogite xenolith from the Udachnaya
kimberlite pipe.

Grt Grt (core) Grt (core) Grt (rim) Grt (rim) Omp Omp

SiO2 40.9 41.2 42.1 42.0 55.8 55.9
TiO2 0.68 0.72 0.42 0.43 0.73 0.73

Al2O3 21.8 21.9 22.1 22.3 7.9 8.0
Cr2O3 0.04 0.03 0.08 0.06 0.04 0.04
FeO 16.0 16.1 12.4 12.7 5.5 5.4
MnO 0.46 0.46 0.38 0.40 0.11 0.08
MgO 13.1 13.3 16.8 16.6 10.8 10.7
CaO 6.8 6.8 5.8 5.8 14.5 14.4

Na2O 0.23 0.22 0.13 0.13 3.9 3.7
K2O 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.80 1.1
Total 100.1 100.8 100.2 100.4 100.2 100.1

Si 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 2.0 2.0
Ti 0.04 0.04 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02
Al 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 0.33 0.34
Cr 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Fetot 0.93 0.93 0.66 0.69 0.16 0.16
Mn 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.00
Mg 1.4 1.5 1.8 1.8 0.58 0.57
Ca 0.54 0.53 0.45 0.45 0.56 0.55
Na 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.27 0.26
K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.05

Total 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 4.0 4.0

Garnet occurs as heavily fractured 0.5 to 1 mm reddish-orange round grains that enclose
omphacite and coesite/quartz (Figure 1). It has a homogeneous core (Prp48 Gross14Alm31And3), with
its composition corresponding to Group B eclogite (Grt I) (classification of Coleman [83]; Table 1;
Table S1) and a sharply defined, compositionally distinct Prp60.3–62.2 Gross8.6–10.6–Alm22.3–23.6 And3.2–4.6

rim (Grt II) (Figure 2). MgO concentrations increase from ~13.2 wt% in the core to ~18.8 wt% in the
rim, whereas FeO decreases correspondingly from ~16.2 wt% to– ~12.6 wt%; CaO and TiO2 likewise
decrease rimward from ~6.8 and 0.68–0.72 wt% to ~5.0–5.8 and 0.30–0.44 wt%, respectively; Na2O is
very high in the core (0.22–0.24 wt%) but drops to 0.11–0.13 wt% in the rim; Cr2O3 does not exceed
0.1 wt% throughout the grains.

White-grey quartz pseudomorphs after coesite (Figure 1D and Figure 5A) were found in the
intergranular space (0.2 to 1.5 mm) or enclosed in garnet and omphacite (up to 200 µm in garnet).
Representative Raman spectra of coesite and quartz shown in Figure 3.

Primary omphacite is largely replaced by a clinopyroxene-plagioclase-K-feldspar symplectite,
with the size of symplectite grains increasing from ~10 to 100 µm off relict primary
omphacites. Secondary clinopyroxene exists as spongy-textured milky-white irregularly-shaped
grains. It is distinctly heterogeneous (Jd19.8–34.8Di48–63Hd4.8–8.5En3.5–8.4) and makes up the series
“diopside–augite–augite-aegirine–pigeonite” according to the classification of Morimoto [81].
The chemical composition is highly variable both within a single symplectite (neighboring grains) and
within the sample (Figure 4). TiO2 contents reach as high as 0.8 wt% (Table S1). Kelyphitic assemblages
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(50 to 200 µm thick) around garnet grains consist of secondary clinopyroxene, plagioclase, K-feldspar,
amphibole, spinel and sulfide (pentlandite and pyrrhotite).

Plagioclase has an albitic composition with Ab92.2An5.1 Or2.7 and Ab82An16.2 Or1.8 in coarse
and fine grains, respectively. Within-grain variations are small but compositions of different grains
within a single sample are variable. Compositions of K-feldspar within the symplectite are markedly
size-dependent: Or85.6 Ab10.3 An4.1 in coarse grains and Or89.3 Ab10.7 in fine grains (Table S1).
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(CpxII) and secondary orthopyroxene (Opx).

Olivine grains occur as elongated crystals, 30–40 µm wide and up to 200 µm long, in the
intergranular space between rock-forming garnet and omphacite (Figures 1, 5 and 6). Zoned olivine
grains have a relatively Mg-rich core (Fo# 80–83) and an Fe-enriched rim (Fo# 69–74) (Figure 7;
Table S1). According to EPMA data, all olivines bear high contents of impurities: P2O5 (0.01–0.03 and
0.20–0.46 wt% in core and rim, respectively), MnO (0.41–1.55 wt% and 0.52–0.67 wt%), CaO (0.04–0.36
and 0.19–0.37 wt%) and Al2O3 (0.01–0.02 and 0.03–0.13 wt%) (Table S1), whereas the concentrations of
NiO and TiO2 do not exceed 0.03 wt% each. The Raman spectra of individual olivine grains show
distinct major peaks at 819 and 850 cm−1 and less pronounced peaks at 536 and 915 cm–1, which are
typical olivine Raman peaks (Figure 3).

Orthopyroxene (enstatite [81]), up to 0.8 mm, was found intergrown with high-Mg olivine (Fo83

and #Mg84–86) in the interstitial space (Figure 5E). It is in immediate contact with other secondary
phases, such as phlogopite, sodalite, spinel and CpxII (Figure S1). Its chemical composition is mostly
homogeneous, with up to 0.5 wt% TiO2 and 0.3 wt% Cr2O3 (Table S1B).

Sulfides (pentlandite, pyrrhotite and djerfisherite) occur in the intergranular space as 0.2–2 mm
grains (Figure 5B). Phlogopite is a secondary mineral occurring as 20 to 40 µm grains in the intergranular
space together with the secondary mineral assemblage of CpxII-plagioclase-sodalite. Phlogopite was
found enclosed in olivine grains or intergrown with orthopyroxene (Figure 5E). Euhedral crystals of
spinel (MgAl2O4) with a significant percentage of the hercynite (#38–50) end-member (FeAl2O4) were
identified in kelyphitic rims around garnets and in the intergranular space together with olivines.
Sodalite (100 µm) was detected at the garnet-symplectite boundary. Chemical analyses of phlogopite,
spinel and sodalite are listed in Table S1B.

Diamond aggregates have flattened/elongated habits and are located in the intergranular space
between rock-forming garnet and omphacite (Figure 5F). In general, they occur as numerous randomly
oriented cubic-octahedral crystals of variable sizes (up to 2 mm) and belong to variety I (octahedral
crystal with flat-faces, sharp edges and corners) in the classification of Orlov [92]. The diamond crystals
have numerous negative-oriented triangular etch pits on (111) faces with a distinct laminar structure.
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Figure 5. Images of sample Uv-537. (A): coesite grain with quartz rim (Coe/Qtz) in intergranular space
(Grt I—garnet core, CpxII—secondary clinopyroxene, Pl—plagioclase, Kfs—K-feldspar); (B): sulfides
(Pn—pentlandite, Djf—djerfisherite) with secondary clinopyroxene, sodalite (Sdl), spinel (Sp) and
olivine (Ol) in intergranular space); (C): garnet grain with prominent core to rim (Grt II) zoning;
(D): olivine grains with secondary minerals in intergranular space; (E): orthopyroxene-olivine
intergrowth with secondary mineral assemblages (Opx—orthopyroxene, Phl—phlogopite) between
garnet and symplectite after omphacite; (F): boundary between diamond (Dia) [84] and symplectite
after omphacite. (A–E): BSE images, (F): cathodoluminescence topogram.
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Figure 7. Concentrations of CaO and MnO (wt%) vs. Forsterite (Fo) component in olivine from sample
Uv-537 (according to EPMA). Roman numerals stand for: I and II = core and rim of intergranular
olivine from studied eclogite xenolith; III = olivine composition from peridotite xenoliths (Udachnaya
database, n = 694) [16,55,62,85–87]; IV = olivine inclusions in diamond (n = 665) [16]; V = olivine from
kimberlites (n = 1179) [88–91].

4.2. Trace-Element and Isotopic Composition

4.2.1. Clinopyroxene

Omphacite rare earth elements (REE) patterns show a humped shape with progressive enrichment
from La to Eu followed by linear decrease to heavy REE (HREE) (Figure 8). LaN (N denotes
normalization to chondrite [93]) ranges from 3 to 3.3, Eun peaks at ~10 and Ybn is within 1 to 1.2.
The Lan/Prn ratio is 0.6, Gdn/Lun varies from 9 to 11.7 and Cen/Eun is 0.3. Omphacite contains up to
447–470 ppm Sr and 1.7–2.0 ppm Zr. The contents of transition metals are low, with 116–119 ppm
Ni, 49.7–52.6 ppm Zn and 4.7–6.4 ppm Cu (Table S2A). The average in situ strontium isotope ratio
(87Sr/86Sr) in omphacite is 0.703630 (±0.000047 1σ, n = 7) and 87Rb/86Sr is low (0.0013) (Table S2B).
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Figure 8. Chondrite-normalized rare earth elements (REE) [93] (A) and extended trace element patterns
(C,D) of clinopyroxene and garnet (core and rim) from Uv-537 eclogite. Panel (B) shows bulk rock
composition reconstructed. The average N-MORB and E-MORB REE compositions [94] are shown
for reference as well as the range of troctolite compositions from Pito Deep, Pacific ridge [95] and the
compositional field of olivine gabbros from the MARK region, mid- Atlantic ridge [96].

4.2.2. Garnet

The REE patterns of garnet cores show HREE enrichment (>20 chondrite units) with a very gentle
decrease to MREE (20–10 chondrite units), significant depletion in light REE (LREE) (2–0.1 chondrite
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units) (Figure 8) and a moderate Eu anomaly (Eu* = (Eun/
√

Smn*Gdn)) of 1.1. The Lun/Gdn and
Smn/Lan ratios are 1 and 93, respectively. The chondrite-normalized Zrn/Hfn ratio is <1, with 0.6 Zrn

and 0.7 Hfn; the Zr/Y is 0.07, with 34 ppm Y. The contents of Nb and Ta, as well as Ba, are mostly below
the detection limit. Sr abundances is 3.8 ppm, while that of Ni and V is 27 and 137 ppm, respectively
(Table S2A).

Garnet rims exhibit a progressive decrease from HREE to LREE (Figure 8), and medium REE
(MREE) contents substantially lower than in the cores: 3.5 Smn, 4.4 Eun and 5.6 Gdn; Ndn is 1.6;
the element ratios are Lun/Gdn = 3, Smn/Lan = 27, Gd/Yb = 0.3, Zr/Y = 0.43. The concentrations of Ba,
Ta and Rb are below detection limit. Ni and Sr are 23 and 1 ppm, respectively. Some trace elements
show prominent core-rim zoning, with respective element contents in core and rim of 2.3 and 8 ppm
Zr, 34 and 19 ppm Y, 3.9 and 1 ppm Sr, and below detection limit and 0.2 ppm Hf; Zr/Y in the rim is
6 times higher than in the core (Table S2A).

4.3. Geothermobarometry

In the Uv-537 xenolith, primary rock-forming minerals (garnet, omphacite and coesite) enclosed in
one another bear signatures of syngenetic growth at least within the coesite stability field. The presence
of diamond indicates a high pressure of >4 GPa at 950–1000 ◦C. The concentrations of K2O-TiO2 in
omphacite and Na2O-TiO2 in garnet, which are commonly high in ultrahigh-pressure host rocks [12,
97–100], are rather high in the Uv-537 sample: up to 1.11 wt% and 0.24 wt%, respectively. According
to calculations, omphacite with such K2O contents forms at 6 GPa [101]. The P-T conditions of
eclogite residence in the cratonic lithosphere were reconstructed using the garnet-clinopyroxene
geothermometer of Reference [102] and geobarometer of Reference [103]. The garnet core/primary
omphacite yielded temperatures of 1200 ± 50 ◦C (at 6.2 ± 0.2 GPa), that is, within the diamond stability
field (along a geothermal gradient corresponding to a surface heat flux of 40 mW·m−2, appropriate for
the lithospheric mantle under Udachnaya [104]).

4.4. Bulk Rock Composition

The bulk rock composition of the Uv-537 sample cannot be measured because of its small size and
effects of kimberlite infiltration, but can be reconstructed from the chemical composition weighted
by modal ratios of its primary minerals, with removed effects of the kimberlite melt, as is common
procedure of mantle eclogite xenoliths [6,105,106]. The percentages of minerals were calculated in a
thin section, assuming that the relative percentages are constant throughout the sample. The primary
bulk composition of Uv-537 was reconstructed using the observed mineralogy of 35% garnet, 60%
clinopyroxene and 5% coesite/quartz, without secondary minerals in the intergranular space (olivine,
mica, etc.). The density of individual components was calculated proceeding from their relative
percentages in minerals (almandine, andradite, grossular and pyrope in garnet and jadeite, diopside
and hedenbergite in clinopyroxene, with almandine 4.32; andradite 3.85; grossular 3.59; pyrope 3.58,
jadeite 3.25; diopside 3.25, hedenbergite 3.56 g/cm3).

The reconstructed bulk composition of eclogite is similar to gabbroic cumulates, especially in the
contents of MgO and CaO [2] (Table S3). The REE spectrum is flat from Sm to HREE while LREE are
notably lower. The moderate positive Eu anomaly (Eu* = 1.1) corresponds to that in mafic gabbroic
cumulates from more or less fractionated MORB-type melts [107].

5. Discussion

5.1. Formation of a Mixed Paragenesis during Metasomatism

A diamond crystal with fluid/mineral inclusions provides a snapshot of its crystallization
environment. Coesite and olivine inclusions are considered indicator minerals, respectively, of eclogitic
or peridotitic origin of diamond [11]. Coexistence of coesite as an SiO2-phase (eclogitic suite) and
harzburgitic garnet or olivine (peridotitic suite) inclusions within a single diamond crystal record
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repeated stages of diamond growth in a changeable chemical environment [22,24,108]. The conditions
leading to formation of mixed eclogite-peridotite parageneses of inclusions, known from some
kimberlite pipes [17–24], are preserved in the chemically inert diamond host. In contrast, they can be
fully erased in the diamond substrate (host rock) by the subsequent evolution and homogenization
due to diffusion at high temperatures in the mantle or catalyzed by interaction with fluids or melts.

Diamonds from a bimineralic eclogitic xenolith in the Udachnaya kimberlite pipe studied by
Ragozin et al. [24] enclose olivine, calcite and intergrown coesite-clinopyroxene. However, the location
of these inclusions with respect to the diamond growth zones remains poorly constrained. Yet,
no coesite or olivine were found among the rock-forming and accessory minerals of the host xenolith.
According to the mineral chemistry of primary clinopyroxene and garnet, the analyzed eclogite
belongs to Group A. The origin of this particular eclogite was attributed [24] to C–O–H metasomatic
transformation of peridotite.

Wang [23] revealed four olivine, one sanidine and one coesite inclusions in a diamond crystal
from a kimberlite in China and hypothesized that diamond originated in an eclogitic host representing
subducted oceanic crust later entrained in a mantle plume, followed by extensive eclogite partial
melting at peridotite subsolidus conditions. This made it possible to transport the diamond into
the peridotite matrix where it subsequently captured peridotitic mineral inclusions during renewed
growth from fluids.

A mixed paragenesis of SiO2, olivine and harzburgitic garnet inclusions was also reported
from diamond in the River Ranch kimberlite (Zimbabwe) [108] and interpreted [22] as evidence
of peridotite carbonation. This reaction was described in [109] as leading to the formation of
SiO2—undersaturated basic magma compositions, precluding the formation of SiO2 in peridotite.
However, strong physicochemical gradients enabling sequential growth of eclogitic and peridotitic
minerals might occur locally in highly carbonated metasomatic veins or in a block of subducted
sediments [110].

5.2. Petrogenesis of Coesite-bearing Eclogite Uv-537

5.2.1. Protolith Reconstruction and Metamorphic Evolution

The bulk rock composition of the Uv-537 eclogite was reconstructed from the garnet core and
omphacite, which correspond to the rock-forming minerals in this rock. According to Jacob [2],
the presence of coesite implies a low-pressure protolith, as does the presence of moderate positive Eu
anomalies (Eu* = 1.1) requiring plagioclase accumulation. We therefore suggest that Uv-537 eclogite
formed by subduction of lower oceanic crust composed of gabbronorite or olivine gabbro. Also
consistent with a low-pressure protolith are the flat chondrite-normalized MREE-HREE abundances,
which are similar to those of modern oceanic crust formed by garnet-absent partial melting of peridotite
at spreading ridges, followed by crystallization of olivine, plagioclase and clinopyroxene [3]. The
contents of Ni in the reconstructed bulk compositions (44 ppm) are much lower than in primary mantle
melts (≥320 ppm) [111] and lower than in group A eclogite (493–659 ppm) [82], that is, the protolith
of Uv-537 may have contained little olivine, although some Ni may be stored in sulfide that was
not considered in bulk rock reconstruction of the eclogites. Bearing in mind that the behavior of V
during partial melting and differentiation is strongly redox-dependent [112], the elevated V content
of 157 ppm in the bulk eclogite may reflect a high proportion of cpx in the protolith. A cumulate
protolith containing a high proportion of plagioclase is indicated by the positive Eu anomaly in the
reconstructed whole rock as well as the extremely low 87Rb/86Sr of omphacite (0.0013), which controls
both Rb and Sr abundances in the bulk rock. This reflects strong Sr partitioning into accumulating
plagioclase and exclusion of highly incompatible Rb.

This cumulate protolith was subsequently subducted and underwent metamorphism. Some
eclogites from the Udachnaya kimberlite show LREE depletion and HREE enrichment in the
reconstructed bulk compositions, possibly resulting from partial melting [106], presumably during
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or after subduction. As suggested in [113], partial melting reaches the highest degree in basaltic
eclogite derived from upper oceanic crust but is insignificant in eclogites derived from gabbros in
the deep oceanic crust. Alternatively, the low LREE/HREE are inherited from the crustal protolith,
similar to the REE patterns found in the cumulate section of ophiolites [96]. Indeed, the presence
of accessory coesite in Uv-537 restricts the melt fraction to 13% [114], although loss of a lower melt
fraction cannot be discounted. The available experimental data show that pressure is a key control
of high-K clinopyroxene formation [97]. Thus, the high contents of K2O in omphacite and Na2O in
garnet (0.7–1.1 wt% K2O and 0.25 wt% Na2O, respectively) indicate a deep-seated origin of their host
rocks [12] corresponding to ultra-high pressure conditions, as also suggested by the high calculated
pressure of >6 GPa and the presence of diamond.

5.2.2. Formation of Olivine and Associated Secondary Minerals

Olivine in eclogite xenoliths is quite rare and poorly investigated [115,116]. According to
an experimental study [117], formation of olivine with coesite, K-feldspar and phlogopite can be
maintained by increasing the activity of alkalis (K and Na) during metasomatism. High concentrations
of K, Na and Cl in primitive kimberlite melts [55,56] provide stability of olivine with coesite, which is
precluded under typical mantle conditions where alkali concentrations are low [117]. Unlike most
other kimberlites worldwide, some varieties of Udachnaya-East kimberlite remain unaffected by syn-
and postmagmatic alteration. It contains alkali carbonates, sulfates and chlorides in the groundmass
(up to 8 wt% Na2O + K2O and 6 wt% Cl) and is almost anhydrous (<0.5 wt% H2O) [80]. In the
eclogite under investigation from non-serpentinized ultra-fresh kimberlite from the Udachnaya-East
body, the olivine is never in direct contact with coesite but forms part of a secondary assemblage
that is restricted to the intergranular space. In this scenario, the relatively forsterite-poor olivine
(Fo 83 in core) precipitated along with orthopyroxene and phlogopite from a melt that originated as
derivative from a primary (proto-)kimberlite melt (precursor to the host kimberlite) but was hybridized
through interaction with eclogite causing the melt to become more Fe-rich. Indeed, zoned olivines
with Fo88 in the core and thin high-Fe rims have been found in carbonate-silicate polymineralic
inclusions in a сlinopyroxene megacryst from Diavik A154N kimberlite pipe (see Figure S2 in [59]).
These inclusions were interpreted as a recrystallization product of a hybrid melt formed by a reaction
between сlinopyroxene, causing its partial dissolution and a percolated kimberlite melt rich in alkalis
and carbon dioxide [59]. Although the evidence for partial melt loss from eclogite in this study is
ambiguous, as discussed above, LREE-depletion is permissive of small degrees of partial melting of
the primary assemblage which may have contributed to the hybridized melt.

The reactions of olivine formation and replacement of primary mineral assemblages in eclogite
can be summarized as follows [117]:

Coe + 2/9K2O + 2/9Prp= 4/9Kfs + 1/3Fo (1)

Coe + 1/6K2O + 1/12Prp + 1/12Grs = 1/3Kfs + 1/4Di. (2)

Secondary orthopyroxene is of quite rare occurrence in mantle eclogites [74]. Its formation is due
to interaction of garnet with K-rich fluids:

Grt + K-Fluid = CpxII + Sp + K-glass ± Opx ± Amp ± Phl. (3)

Olivine grains were observed in secondary mineral assemblages, which include sodalite, spinel,
plagioclase, djerfisherite, K-feldspar and CpxII. The reconstructed bulk composition of the Uv-537
eclogite does not have such high contents of Na2O, K2O and Cl. These elements are typical of
primitive melt from the Udachnaya pipe [55,56]. Djerfisherite rims around sulfide grains result from
reactions with the K- and Cl- bearing fluid [45]. Experimental studies of djerfisherite stability show the
crustal origin of this mineral [118,119] which thus formed late during the interaction of the kimberlite
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melt with the primary eclogitic mineral assemblages. Sodalite is a high-temperature low-pressure
(≤0.8 GPa [120]) phase stable above the solidus in sodic silica-undersaturated magmas enriched in
NaCl. Thus olivine-sodalite intergrowths can form at pressures below 0.8 GPa. Aegirine (NaFe3+Si2O6)
crystals occurring in the same secondary mineral assemblage indicate a very high activity of oxygen.

According to Misra et al. [45], symplectite forms by partial melting of omphacite and garnet with
involvement of K-Cl-H2O-CO2-fluids, by the reaction

Grt + Omp + Fluid/melt = Amp + CpxII + Sdl + Cal. (4)

Garnet is commonly less strongly altered than omphacite because of their different reactivity with
respect to alkaline fluids [74]. Nevertheless, in this study, omphacite appears to be homogeneous
whereas garnet features compositionally distinct rims, which are discussed in the next section.

5.2.3. Formation of Heterogeneous Garnet

Zoned garnets are very rare in eclogitic mantle xenoliths and are rarely reported in the
literature [121], unlike those from peridotitic xenoliths [122,123]. Prominent zoning in eclogitic
garnets from new locations in Angola with different major-oxide contents in the core and the rim
(11.2 vs. 10 wt% CaO, 0.06 vs. 0.32 wt% TiO2; 11.20 vs. 15.4 wt% MgO; and 15.2 vs. 10 wt% FeO,
respectively) was most likely produced by entrainment in kimberlite and rapid upward transport [121].
Metasomatized zoned harzburgite garnets from the Wesselton kimberlite (South Africa) provide a good
example of inhomogeneous garnets formed in subcontinental lithospheric mantle [123]. Sinuous REE
patterns of cores in these garnets result from reactions of a strongly depleted protolith with LREE-rich
and HFSE-depleted fluids, such as carbonatite. The zoning in these garnets is from low-Ca harzburgitic
cores to rims with lherzolitic Ca-Cr relations. Increase in Ca and decrease in Cr and Mg is accompanied
by increases in Zr, Y, Ti and HREE. Proceeding from these results, Griffin et al. [123,124] attributed the
zoning in garnets to infiltration of a fluid/melt into the rock shortly before intrusion of the kimberlite
melt. Infiltration of a melt with a high Zr/Y ratio is additionally confirmed by Zr/Y variations: 1 to 2 in
the core vs. 4 to 5 in the rim of garnet grains [124].

The distinct zoning in eclogitic garnets from Uv-537 is manifested as a core-rim difference in
major-and trace-element contents. They are, namely, 6.5 and 5 wt% CaO; 0.7 and 0.3 wt% TiO2; 13 and
18.8 wt% MgO; 16 and 12.6 wt% FeO; 0.25 and 0.1 wt% Na2O; 2.4 and 8 ppm Zr, 34 and 19 ppm Y; 3.9
and 1 ppm Sr; below detection and 0.2 ppm Hf, in core and rim, respectively. Moreover, the MREE
contents but not LREE contents, in the rims are lower than in the cores, which therefore probably
does not reflect partial melting but the nature of the metasomatizing melt. The Zr/Y ratio in the rim is
6.6 times that in the core. Previously [62], zoning was reported also for garnets in sheared peridotite
xenoliths from the Udachnaya-East kimberlite: Zr/Y = 2.5 in the core and 8.4 in the rim.

Generally, garnets from mantle-derived rocks cannot remain zoned for extended periods of
time at the mantle P-T conditions (equilibrium) corresponding to their origin. It was estimated that
zonation in garnets from peridotitic xenoliths persisted from 10 to 104 years (T = 1200–1400 ◦C) [125]
or from 25 days to 400 years (T = 1025 ± 25 ◦C, 4.2 ± 0.5 GPa) [126]. As inferred by Griffin et al. [125],
metasomatism may be genetically connected to the kimberlite eruptive events or their immediate
precursors. According to Jollands et al. [126], single-stage ascent of a kimberlite magma to the surface
may take hours to days, and the metasomatic event may mark a precursory failed kimberlite eruption.
A similar scenario was suggested [121] for eclogitic xenoliths but with coupled metasomatism and
heating during entrainment and/or transport in the host kimberlite. The bulk of the metasomatic
alteration of two diamondiferous eclogite xenoliths from the Udachnaya pipe [45], which consist
of spongy-textured clinopyroxene, sodalite, calcite, K-feldspar, djerfisherite and a small amount of
K-Ca-Fe-Mg glass, was ascribed to a second metasomatic event that occurred also in the upper mantle
but after the xenoliths had been incorporated into the kimberlite.
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In light of the results in this and prior studies, we suggest that primitive kimberlite melts
percolated through the mantle shortly before the formation of the Udachnaya pipe. Their prolonged
interaction with eclogite bodies forming part of the regional mantle lithosphere led to hybridization
and is responsible for crystallization of the unusual secondary mineral assemblage in Uv-537 as well as
for the formation of compositionally distinct, Mg-richer garnet rims. A regression through the data
for experiments containing both garnet and olivine in Reference [127] suggests that the garnet rim
with an Mg# of 0.73 would be in equilibrium with olivine with an Mg# of 0.79, which is closer to the
measured olivine core than the rim composition. This suggests that the metasomatic melt continued to
evolve through local reaction with the eclogite, which has a much lower bulk Mg# than the ultramafic
metasomatic melt, probably during ascent, leading to the precipitation of forsterite-poorer olivine rims
and a low-pressure secondary mineral assemblage (djerfisherite and sodalite), as discussed above.

5.2.4. Metasomatic Reactions of Primitive Melt with Eclogite

There is additional chemical and isotope evidence for interaction of an alkaline kimberlite-like
metasomatic melt with Uv-537 eclogite. For example, although the high K2O in omphacite and Na2O
in garnet from Uv-537 undoubtedly in part reflect a pressure effect, as discussed above, these unusually
high contents are suggested to additionally reflect metasomatism. This is supported by Rb-Sr isotope
systematics in omphacite: the measured 87Sr/86Sr ratio (0.7036) is high, between modern Depleted
Mantle and Primitive Mantle [128], yet 87Rb/86Sr is very low (0.0013). At the same time, age dating
of mantle eclogites from Udachnaya using various radiogenic isotope systems indicates an Archean
protolith age [129], suggesting initial 87Sr/86Sr < ~0.7015, depending on the source [130]. At the very
low 87Rb/86Sr, the measured 87Sr/86Sr cannot be generated by in situ Rb decay in the eclogite as 87Sr/86Sr
increases by only 0.00006 over 2.9 Ga (Table S2) but is strikingly similar to the lower range of 87Sr/86Sr
determined for the Udachnaya kimberlite (0.7034–0.7051; [131]). It therefore seems possible that the
eclogite either experienced Sr addition from or isotopically equilibrated with, an ultramafic melt similar
to the host kimberlite.

As indicated above, the Udachnaya primary kimberlite melt and/or kimberlite magma had a
low-H2O and Cl-rich alkali-carbonatitic composition with high bulk Zr/Y of 6–9 early during its
ascent [55]. Moreover, some exceptionally well-preserved varieties of non-serpentinized kimberlite
are likewise poor in water but rich in Cl, S and alkalis, in the bulk composition as well as within
melt inclusions in rock-forming minerals [54,59,79,80,132–134]. As is true in other cratons, such as
the Kaapvaal [123,126] and Slave [63], primary kimberlite melt from the source region apparently
percolated through the mantle before the formation of the Udachnaya kimberlite. Such melt infiltration
could cause partial melting of the mantle material (in particular eclogite with low solidus temperature),
crystallization of mineral rims and formation of new phases. The duration and length scale of activity
of precursors to successful kimberlite eruption (so-called ‘failed kimberlite melts’) remain unclear.
For instance, microinclusions in diamond from eclogitic xenoliths in the Udachnaya kimberlite that
originated at a depth of 160 km [34] have very high contents of alkalis and chlorine, notable amounts of
sulfur and low silica, magnesium and water (molar ratio H2O/(H2O + CO2) = 0.1), at high bulk Zr/Y of
8. In general, their compositions fall in the middle of the range between low-Mg carbonatitic and saline
endmember compositions of microinclusions in fibrous diamonds worldwide. Diamond-forming
metasomatism was inferred [34] to shortly precede kimberlite eruption, and the microinclusions to
represent saline carbonated fluids circulating at the base of the lithospheric mantle (150–170 km depth).
The low amounts of water may support a genetic linkage between the microinclusions in diamonds
and the host kimberlites [34]. Note that the derivates of the primary kimberlite melt at the Udachnaya
site retained their main chemical features even upon prolonged infiltration and remained rich in
alkalis, chlorine and CO2 but poor in silica, magnesium and water. Moreover, studies of primary
crystallized multiphase melt inclusions hosted by large metasomatic ilmenite grains in a polymict
mantle xenolith from the Bultfontein kimberlite (Kimberley, South Africa) [53] allowed an inference
that such melts can percolate through mantle over long distances. Guliani et al. [53] presented the first



Minerals 2020, 10, 383 16 of 24

direct evidence for the existence of alkali-carbonate melts in shallow lithospheric mantle (~110–115
km), above the diamond stability field. From textural and chemical observations, they inferred that the
alkali-carbonate melt was derived from primary or precursor kimberlite magmas [53].

At Udachnaya, in any of the presented scenarios, be it infiltration of derivates from the primary
kimberlite melt through eclogitic rocks in situ or interaction of the entrained eclogite with the ascending
kimberlite magma, the liquid was apparently rich in alkalis and chlorine but poor in H2O, as applies to
the primitive kimberlite melt [55] and microinclusions in young diamonds [34]. The presence of sodalite
(Na8Al6Si6O24Cl2), K-feldspar ((K,Na,Ca)(Al2Si2 or AlSi3)O8), mica (K(Mg,Fe)3[Si3AlO10][OH,F]2) and
djerfisherite (K6(Fe,Ni,Cu)25S26Cl) among interstitial phases indicates alkali and Cl enrichment of the
liquid that interacted with the eclogite. Note that the presence of minor amounts of mica (<1 vol% of
the interstitial space) does not mean, by itself, that the melt would be hydrous and <<1 wt% H2O are
inferred. The preservation of coesite in the Uv-537 sample indicates quite low concentration of water
in the system ‘eclogite—metasomatizing melt’ because, as shown previously [135], coesite-to-quartz
conversion is catalyzed by interaction with hydrous melts/fluids.

In summary, based on petrographic and mineral compositional evidence, we envisage the
following sequence of metasomatic events, summarized in Figure 9: (I) ancient metasomatic event
by alkaline fluid/melt resulted in high contents of K2O in omphacitic clinopyroxene and Na2O in
garnet. (II) Formation of Mg-rich rims in garnet and Mg-rich cores in olivine results from reaction
of alkali-rich kimberlite-related melt with eclogite rock residing in the mantle lithosphere beneath
Udachnaya just prior to kimberlite eruption. (III) Formation of Fe-rich olivine rims, orthopyroxene (?),
phlogopite, sodalite, djerfisherite, garnet kelyphitic rims and symplectite after primary omphacite may
have resulted from an interaction with residual hybrid melt formed at stage II or/and transporting
kimberlite melt during uplift of the eclogites.
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metasomatic event; II: interaction of eclogite with a metasomatizing carbonatitic or alkali carbonatitic
melt (precursory of kimberlite magmatism) produces Mg-rich cores in olivine (Ol, Fo—forsterite
number) and Mg-rich rims on garnet (Grt). Omp—omphacite; Coe—coesite; Opx—orthopyroxene;
Dia—diamond; Phl—phlogopite; III: transport of eclogite to the surface by kimberlite melt leading to
growth of Fe-rich olivine rims, formation of quartz (Qtz) rim around coesite, symplectite after primary
omphacite (CpxII—secondary clinopyroxene, Pl—plagioclase, Kfs—K-feldspar), orthopyroxene (?),
phlogopite, spinel (Sp), sodalite (Sod), djerfisherite (Dj) and garnet kelyphitic rims.
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6. Summary and Conclusions

The reported assemblage of garnet, omphacitic clinopyroxene and olivine in a diamond- and
coesite-bearing eclogitic xenolith sample from the Udachnaya kimberlite allow to place constraints on
the formation of a mixed eclogitic-peridotitic mineral paragenesis (Figure 9) known previously only
from inclusions in diamond. The mixed paragenesis could be formed by interaction between eclogite
and a kimberlite-related melt.

The main conclusions can be summarized as follows:

1. The reconstructed bulk composition of the diamond-coesite eclogite sample Uv-537 indicates its
origin from common oceanic protoliths such as mafic gabbroic cumulates which typically form
part of the lower crust in mid-ocean ridges. The unusually high contents of K2O in omphacitic
clinopyroxene and Na2O in garnet most likely result as a combination of subsequent transport to
high pressures (≥6 GPa) and metasomatism of eclogite by an alkaline fluid/melt.

2. Omphacite from the Uv-537 eclogite has a high measured 87Sr/86Sr ratio (0.7036) that cannot be
produced from the in situ decay of the low amount of Rb present (87Rb/86Sr of 0.0013) even for an
assumed protolith age of 2.9 Ga. The 87Sr/86Sr is, however, similar to the lower end of 87Sr/86Sr
determined for the host kimberlite and therefore suggested to reflect isotopic equilibration with,
or Sr addition from, a melt with kimberlite affinity.

3. Zoning in garnet is ascribed to reaction with a percolated and hybridized kimberlite melt shortly
before eruption. The Zr/Y ratio (6 times greater in the rim than in the core of garnet grains) records
precipitation of the garnet rim from a kimberlite-related melt having high Zr/Y. As mineral zoning
cannot persist for extended timescales at upper mantle temperatures, it must reflect processes
immediately preceding kimberlite eruption.

4. The secondary mineral assemblage is formed by reaction of eclogite with derivates of the primary
kimberlite melt. Formation of Mg-rich rims in garnet and Mg-rich cores in olivine results from
reaction of alkali-rich kimberlite-related melt with eclogite rock residing in the mantle lithosphere
beneath Udachnaya. Fe-rich olivine rims, quartz rim around coesite, symplectite after primary
omphacite (secondary clinopyroxene, plagioclase, K-feldspar), djerfisherite, sodalite, possibly
orthopyroxene and garnet kelyphitic rims were produced by the latest metasomatic reactions
during eclogite transport by the kimberlite melt.

5. The preservation of coesite, along with very fast ascent of the kimberlite melt, supports very
low H2O contents in the latter. The water-poor kimberlite melt composition is confirmed by
the lack of serpentine in the groundmass of a fresh kimberlite sample from the Udachnaya-East
pipe [79,80,132,134].
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