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Contributors— 

Thanks to the following for their 
contributions this month: 

Anelisa Lambert, Cindy Connold,  
Gary Feulner, Angela Manthorpe, 
Margaret Swan and Tamsin Carlisle. 

Send your contributions to: 

 gazelleeditor@gmail.com 

By 25th October, 2020 

page 

Send your photographs 

for the Spotlight page! 

T he UAE has recently added four sites in Ras al Khaimah to its tentative 
UNESCO World Heritage list. This is only a first step in a long process of 

nomination, evaluation and final consideration, but an exciting development, 
nonetheless. The four sites in question are the abandoned pearling village of Jazirat 
al Hamra, the medieval port city of Julfar, the Umm an Nar (2700 – 2000 BC) and 
Wadi Suq (2000-1600BC) tombs of 
Shimal and, lastly, the palm oasis of 
Dhayah.  

At Shimal, there are over 100 megalithic 
tombs scattered across 3km of gravel 
plain at the base of the Hajar mountains. 
They are a striking testament to the 
Bronze Age communities whose remains 
lie mostly hidden in the large palm oases 
between the Hajar mountains and the 
mangroves of the coast. When I first 
visited the tombs at Shimal in 2011, they 
were easy to recognize in the landscape 
but, at the last visit in February 2020, a 
number of goat herders’ huts had sprung 
up in and amongst them, causing notable 
disruption. A new school has sprung up 
just tens of metres from the UAE’s largest 
Umm an Nar tomb foundation: sadly 
neither the friendly teaching nor admin 

(Continued on page 4) 

Find out more about 

bees and their honey on 

page 5 

‘Shimal’ Tomb: single chamber, rectangular with curved ends, entrance along the 
long side. 9 – 29 m in length X 3-5 m in width. 

Photo credit: National 

Museum of Ras al Khaimah 

Windtower house at Jazirat al Hamra 

http://www.dnhg.org
mailto:gazelleeditor@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DNHG.UAE/
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Announcements and Recorders 

Monthly Virtual Speaker Information 
Sunday, 11th October, 2020, at 8pm via Zoom 

(note the change of date) 

From the Editor: 

It was a long, hot summer for some who chose to stay in 
Dubai but there were opportunities to find out about nature, 
as Cindy Connold found out in Hatta. 

Although the DNHG cannot organize field trips, there are 
opportunities to explore the UAE on your own, whether 
outside or to local museums. Share your photographs or 
articles for next month’s Gazelle. We would love to hear from 
you. 

Following the success of our first online Zoom lecture, we will 
continue communicating lectures in this way.  As this is a new 
experience, we would appreciate feedback from you, in 
particular any problems you incurred.  Also, if you are new to 
Zoom, there are some helpful tips on page 6. Enjoy your 
read! 

Speaker:     Dr Jimena Rodriguez  

Lecture Title:  “A Sea Turtle Highway: How Satellite Tracking  
    Technology is Helping to Clarify Population Connectivity  
    on Arabian Green Turtles.” 
 
Dr Jimena Rodriguez is currently a Research Scientist at Environment & Protected 
Areas Authority of Sharjah (EPAA) which she joined early this year. Prior to joining 
EPAA, Jimena worked with EWS-WWF, a leading conservation organization in the 
UAE, where she led one of its kind initiatives for the study of green turtle populations in 
the Arabian region and work to inspire new research initiatives for the conservation of 
this species in the UAE. 

Her passion for marine conservation has led Jimena to 14 years of professional 
experience in wildlife conservation across several countries, giving her the opportunity 
to also interact with different cultures. Through her 
international experience, Jimena learned about the 
relevance of informed decisions in shaping the 
successful management of marine resources; to date, 
she has taken the lead in many research projects which 
have been successfully incorporated into conservation 
practices of endangered species. 

Dr. Jimena Rodriguez is a marine biologist and sea 
turtle specialist, member of the IUCN marine Turtle 
Specialist Group and holds a Doctorate degree on 
Molecular Ecology from Flinders University in Australia. 

Lecture Summary 

Sea turtles are highly migratory species occupying 
multiple habitats during their life-time and usually 
travelling long distances when moving between foraging 
areas and nesting grounds. The complexity of their life cycle makes information on the 
location and connectivity amongst turtle habitats relevant to contribute to the design of 
effective conservation measures for these threatened species. Limited work to 
understand sea turtle habitat connectivity has taken place in the Arabian region. 

Over this talk Dr. Jimena Rodriguez will share insights from latest research efforts to 
study the habitat connectivity on green turtles in the UAE and will explain how satellite 
technology combined with other methodologies have helped researchers to identify 
foraging areas and migratory corridors used by turtles, and how this technology is also 
helping them to discover more about the life of juvenile green turtles. 

DNHG Recorders  

Reptiles - Dr. Reza Khan 

050 6563601 

 

Astronomy - Lamjed El-Kefi  

res: 06-5310467 off: 06-5583 003 
lankefi@emirates.net.ae  

 

Marine Life - Lamjed El-Kefi (contact 
as above) 

 

Geology - Gary Feulner  

res: 04 306 5570   

grfeulner@gmail.com 

 

Insects - Binish Roobas  

050 243 8737 

johanruphus@hotmail.com 

 

Fossils - Valerie Chalmers  

res:  04 4572167  

mobile: 050 8305018 email: 
valeriechalmers@gmail.com  

 

Plants - Valerie Chalmers   

(contact as above) 

 

Archaeology - Anelisa Lambert 

056 6904508 

anelisalambert@gmail.com 

 

Seashells - Andrew Childs  

050 4590112  

andrew.childs@eim.ae  

 

Bird Recorder— Panos Azmanis  

050 7083555  

azmanis.vet@gmail.com 

 

Mammals—Jacky Judas 

04 354 9776   

050 6181026 

jjudas@enwwf.ae 

The sand collar of the 
moon snail, 
sometimes washed 
ashore, contains 
several eggs. Read 
more about the moon 
snail on page 7. 

Death Announcement 

We regret to announce the untimely 
death of Gerhard Beukes, Director of 
Aquarium Operations and Animal 
Husbandry, Jumeirah Group.  
Gerhard, 53, worked at the Turtle 
Rehabilitation Centre of the Jumeirah 
group in Dubai and leaves behind his 
wife, son and daughter.  

DNHG members will remember him 
from visits to the Turtle Rehabilitation 
Centre. We extend our condolences to 
his family. 
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Spotlight! 
Endangered Sea Daffodils on a beach in Turkey, by Tamsin Carlisle 

Cactus-like Milkweeds 

No true cactuses are native to the UAE or even 
to Arabia. All cactuses originate in the New 
World. And although various cactuses have 
been imported to the UAE for landscaping 
purposes (including by organizations 
responsible for environmental protection), no 
cactus species have yet been found to colonize 
wild environments in the UAE.  

However, the UAE flora includes two sister 
species from the milkweed family that are often 
mistaken for cactuses. Both species feature 
clusters of parallel succulent columns, grey and 

sculptured, topped by globular flower heads with dozens of small flowers and paired, 
erect seed pods like a pair of horns.  

Desmidorchis arabica is by far the better known of the two; its flowers are dark purple. It 
is sometimes said to be endangered, but in fact, although it is uncommon, it is 
widespread throughout the Hajar Mountains of the UAE and northernmost Oman, 
including the Ru'us al-Jibal (the mountains of the Musandam region). However, its 
preferred habitat is among rocks on mountain slopes, which limits sightings by casual 
observers. 

In contrast, its sister species Desmidorchis flava, which has bright yellow flowers, is 
restricted in the UAE to a single area in the center of the mountains south of Masafi, 
where, unfortunately, it is now threatened by the accelerated 'development' of mountain 
areas over the past decade. 

It is always a delight to encounter one of these distinctive plants, although it is almost 
impossible to be sure which is which when they are not in flower. They are often hosts 
to the elegant caterpillars of the Plain Tiger butterfly. Both Desmidorchis species were 
once thought to be endemic to the UAE and Oman, but in recent years they have also been discovered in the mountains of 
Yemen.   

Contribution by Gary Feulner 

Endangered Sea Daffodils 
(Pancratium maritimum) in 
full bloom on Camel 
Beach, Bodrum Peninsula, 
Turkey, in mid-September. 
They only flower for a 
couple of weeks every 
year. This year I managed 
to time my visit just right. 

(date of visit 27th 
September 2020) 

Desmidorchis arabica Desmidorchis flava  

Former DNHG member Peter Payne 
posing with D. flava 
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Field Reporters for Gazelle 

Do you have a field report, unusual finding, 
interesting news article, book review, an 
amazing photograph or community news to 
share? Perhaps you have some interesting 
photos for the Spotlight page? 

 

Send your contributions to the: 

 

 gazelleeditor@gmail.com 

 

Due to the small size of the Gazelle, articles with about four photographs can either 
be accompanied by a few sentences or a small number of paragraphs. Ideally, 
longer articles should be around (or less than) 600 words. 

Field Clips and Announcements 

staff had any knowledge of its presence or significance. For all 
these reasons and more, it is very helpful to have a spotlight – 
even a tentative one - on such important sites and the rich 
prehistory of the UAE. 

The Wadi Suq tombs are particularly important in helping to 
form archaeological thought within the Bronze Age. The 
preceding Umm an Nar period with its fine pottery and 
monumental circular tombs had drawn to a close around 
2000BC, accompanied by a period of extreme, very challenging 
aridity. This major climactic change also saw a sharp decline in 
trade with Mesopotamia, suggesting a picture of something like 
social collapse at the transition into the Wadi Suq period. By 
contrast, the Shimal tombs are a striking demonstration that 
Wadi Suq populations did in fact adapt and cope with both 
environmental and social challenges, at sites where ground 
water and mountain run-off was still in reasonable supply. 

As a clearer picture of the Wadi Suq period has emerged, 
archaeologists sense communities that were faced with having 
to break away from the ‘steady march towards state-level 
complexity’, moving instead towards societies based upon 
social cohesion rather than hierarchy, and forming seemingly 
smaller, more mobile communities that were nonetheless robust 
in their mobile pastoralism and coastal foraging. The Wadi Suq 

period has become known for its wide variety of tomb styles 
(incl. horseshoe, clover-leafed, rectangular, T-shaped) which 
contrasts with the idiosyncratic, circular giants of the Umm an 
Nar. The name ‘Shimal style’ has been given to the most 
common and best-preserved tombs of this RAK hillside, which 
have a long, rectangular shape with a single chamber, ranging 
from a remarkable 9-29m in length by 3-5m in width. One of the 
tombs held up to 140 individuals within it. Grave goods such as 
the c.1900 BC Harappan weights indicate that external trade 
had not necessarily ceased at the end of the more prosperous 
Umm an Nar period. Other grave goods include artefacts such 
as gold animal pendants, pottery decorated with ostriches, soft 
stone vessels and spouted vessels amongst many others, and 
can be seen in the RAK National Museum.  

The assemblages found at Shimal have also helped to inform a 
more accurate Bronze Age timeline. Where the Wadi Suq 
period was previously seen as ranging from c.2000-1300BC, it 
became clear that the material culture found at sites from 1600-
1300BC were different enough in character to warrant 
distinction, hence the Late Wadi Suq period being renamed the 
‘Late Bronze Age’.  

Here’s hoping that all four of these tentative nominations in 
RAK find their way, in time, onto the UNESCO World Heritage 
List. 

Contribution by Anelisa Lambert 

(Continued from page 1) 

Moonball anyone? 

The larger-than–life Harvest moon 
appeared on 2nd October in Dubai. Did 
you see it? 

This photo was taken at Jumeirah Beach 
the following morning as the moon dipped 
into the ocean. 

The Autumnal Equinox moon is known as 
the Harvest Moon because it was a time 
for farmers to gather in crops before the 
winter set in. 

A Harvest Moon (photo credit: 
NASA) 

Photo credit: Creative 
Commons (original 
photographer D Sharon Pruitt) 

Wildlife can get caught up in the straps. See 
more on this at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DF3fC7xhtvw  

mailto:gazelleeditor@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DF3fC7xhtvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DF3fC7xhtvw


 5 

Field Clips 

A Fascinating Visit 

I am mildly allergic to bees, not in a life-

threatening way, but certainly enough to 

carry an antihistamine cream and tablets 

with me on a planned visit to a bee 

garden. So, all suited up in a specialist 

beekeeper outfit and thanks to the 

coaxing of our very knowledgeable guide, 

Diona, it was with curious bemusement 

that I found myself holding a wooden 

frame (known as a super) full of 

unexpectedly calm, industrious bees who 

were not in the least bit interested in 

stinging me. This is indeed, one of the 

goals of this innovative and fascinating 

program; to dispel negative attitudes to 

bees by using hands-on learning 

techniques.   

Set amongst the craggy hills of Hatta, an 
area chosen for its relative cool and 
pollution free access to farms and water, 
is the 16000sq metre Hatta Honey Bee 
Garden and Discovery Centre. The centre was started 10 years 
ago with 10 hives by Eng. Sheik Salem Al Qassimi, and now 
boasts 6000 hives on site, in addition to numerous other hives 
on seven more farms around the UAE. 

Surprisingly, the hives are not populated by the local Arabian 
honeybee (Apis florea), but by Italian bees (Apis mallifera 
legustica). This is because, despite attempts over the years to 
domesticate the Arabian bee, their limited honey production and 
practice of open-air nesting makes it unfeasible to use them in 
commercial apiculture. The prolific honey producing qualities 
and gentle disposition of the European honey bee is far more 
suited to the production of honey and other hive products on a 
commercial scale. 

Bees are fascinating creatures as I found out on this most 
informative visit. They only live for three months and work 
nonstop without sleeping in their highly organised communities. 
The queen lives for five years and is marked in one of five 
colours according to the year she was born. The queen I saw 
had an iridescent blue dot on her thorax indicating that she had 
been born in 2020. Once she gets old or ill, a new queen is 
grown from a pupa, fed on royal jelly. The Hatta Bee Garden 
hives consist of about 50 000 bees per hive and the plastic 
hives are purpose designed and built for the UAE,  

At the end of our tour we had the unique experience of 
comparative honey tasting. The Bee centre produces four types 
of honey and the difference in taste was certainly obvious on 
comparison. 

The first and most popular came from the well-loved national 
tree of UAE; the Ghaf (Prosopis cineria) tree which is harvested 
during its flowering season in the early summer heat of June 
and July. The Bee Garden tells us that this light golden honey is 
their “fat burning honey” as it is high in proteins and minerals. 
Rich caramel coloured, Samar (Vachellia tortilis) tree honey 
which is harvested in its flowering season of April and May 
followed. This vitamin rich honey is apparently good for 
diabetics as it has less sugar and is also used for indigestion 

and to promote heart health. 
The last of the Tree sourced 
honey was their premier 
Sidr (Ziziphus spina christi) 
honey, harvested from 
September to November, a 
dark thick honey known for 
its immune boosting 
properties. It is, in addition 
to numerous other medicinal 
applications, even used to 
ease labour pains. The 4

th
 

and final honey we tasted 
was delicate wildflower 
honey, sourced from hives 
in which the bees have 
access to all types of plants. 

Bees play a critical role in 
pollination and a vast 
amount of our global food 
supply is dependant on 
these industrious little 
creatures. Due to loss of 
their natural habitat as a result of widespread urbanisation, 
indiscriminate use of pesticides and lack of awareness of their 
importance, their numbers are dwindling, which is why places 
like Hatta Bee Farm are so important. They offer tours and 
beekeeping courses.  

 

More information on Hatta Bee Farm can be found at: 

www.hattahoney.ae 

 

Contribution by Cindy Connold 

Holding the wooden frames, 
known as ‘supers.’ Supers are 
suspended in rows within the 
hive, as seen here. 

Hatta Honey Bee Garden 
and Discovery Centre 

http://www.hattahoney.ae
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The Virtual World 
Zoom tips and tricks! 

Being a virtual platform, Zoom also provides an opportunity for past members across the globe to watch the DNHG lectures. Here 
are some screenshots, showing examples of what you will see on your screen. Bear in mind that whatever device you use, the 
screen images are obviously going to be larger or smaller. They may also appear in a different way, as not all features are 

available on smaller devices. Note that these screenshots were taken from a laptop.  

 

 

 

Extra: Making a presentation from a laptop (using Zoom, Microsoft Teams or Google Meet) 

• Place the laptop on a surface at eye level (higher up than you would normally use it for the keyboard. 

• Have an uncluttered background (or few objects to keep audience focus). 

• If using a virtual background, keep close to the screen to avoid blurring images. 

• Normally only the head and shoulders are visible within the confines of the screen. 

• Have good lighting on your face. Face a window (in daylight) or face a lamp (not too bright to cause you to squint). 

• Be presentable and try to avoid clothes that have busy patterns. 

• Try not to wear the same colour as the background. 

• Keep eye contact with the camera as much as possible. 

Zoom is displayed 
here in the Gallery 
view, with the main 
speaker window 
highlighted in yellow. 

Here, the participant 
has angled her mobile 
phone in an upright 
position (portrait) which 
has blackened out the 
sides of the image. 
Laptop screens are 
positioned in landscape. 

This participant has 
turned off his camera. 
You can turn the 
camera on or off. 

The microphone can 
also be turned on or 
off. Note that all 
microphones will be 
set on ‘mute’ when 
the speaker is talking. 

Top Tip 

Different time zones? 

Having a daylight window 
behind you will affect your 
image by silhouetting your 
shape.  

See examples in the above 
screenshot. 

First of all, you need to 
download the following app to 
your computer or device. 

zoom.us 

You will then be able to 
attend the DNHG meetings, 
by clicking or tapping on the 
link, sent to you via email 
from Eventbrite.  

You will also need to register 
with Eventbrite but when you 
do, you will see other 
forthcoming events in your 
area. 

Below are views of the screen in speaker view. You can switch between speaker view and Gallery view 
(above). 

In speaker view, smaller windowpanes are displayed along the top, side or bottom of the screen. 

If having difficulties with 
sound, try plugging in 
headphones, earbuds or 
earpods. 
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Field Clips 

The Moon Snail 

On your next beach visit, have a closer look at the 
washed-up shells. Are there small holes in them? The 
chances are that the previous occupant may have been 
killed and eaten by the Moon snail. 

This snail feeds on smaller gastropods. The hole is 
drilled into the shell of the victim, after covering it with 
its mantle.  

The Moon snail’s existence is not only evidenced by the 
shells of its victims, however. Other signs are 
seasonally washed ashore. 

Sand collars are the egg cases of the Moon snail. 
Secretions mixed with sand create firm ‘shells’. These 
collars are sometimes washed up on the beach. I  have 
found quite a few on the Jumeirah beach, usually 
around February/March time. This year though, the 
beaches were closed around that time due to the  
necessary pandemic restrictions. 

I have never seen a living Moon snail myself but 
a fine example of it was captured on camera in 
the photo on the left, taken by Angela 
Manthorpe last month when diving around 
Snoopy Island. (article in July-August Gazelle). 

For more fascinating facts about the Moon snail 
and other moluscs, visit:  

http://www.asnailsodyssey.com/  

Contribution by Margaret Swan 

The photos above are shells of the Moon snail 
(sometimes known as ‘Shark’s eyes’) taken from 

different angles. 
 

It looks as if one of the specimens has succumbed 
to a larger predator in the same manner. 

 
The Moon snail is not the only animal in the sea 

armed with a drill.  

DNHG Shell Recorder, Andrew Childs adds the following: 

‘This shell is Neverita didyma (Röding, 1798)  which is #315 in the 
Bosch book.* They are quite common in both Oman and UAE and 
get to be a good size. We have some over 60mm, but they can be 
even bigger in other territories. The full family/subfamily/genus etc. is 
listed in the WoRMS database at:  

http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=568320  

The Naticidae family are all known as moon shells, and Neverita 
didyma has a common name of the Bladder Moon shell (or Hepatic 
Moon shell). It is a carnivorous predator, preying on other shells.’ 

*Seashells of Eastern Arabia, Bosch, Donald T. 

Shells on Jumeirah Beach earlier this month. Infographic from http://www.asnailsodyssey.com/  

http://www.asnailsodyssey.com/
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=568320
http://www.asnailsodyssey.com/
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DNHG membership remains one of Dubai’s best bargains at Dh100 for families and Dh50 for singles. Membership for the 
current year is valid from September 2020 to September 2021. In consideration of the restrictions on our lectures and field trips 
due to COVID-19, all members who were paid up for 2019-2020 will be automatically renewed for 2020-2021, without a 
renewal fee. 
 
New members can join by (i) sending to the Membership Secretary (see above) a completed one-page membership form, 
which can be downloaded from our website (www.dnhg.org) and (ii) making payment to our Emirates NBD account by cash 
deposit or transfer from your bank or ATM, using our IBAN number: 

AE640260001012012013302. However, this process does not always identify the payer. So if you wish to pay by 
cash deposit, please also photograph or scan a copy of your payment confirmation and send via e-mail to the 
Membership Secretary, so we know whose money we have received. 
 
DNHG membership entitles you to participate in field trips and helps pay for our lecture hall, publication and 
distribution of our monthly newsletter, the Gazelle, our post office box, additions to our library, incidental expenses 
of speakers and occasional special projects. 

DNHG Membership 

Dubai Natural History Group (DNHG) Programme 

  Monthly lectures are presently transmitted via Zoom, starting at 8.00pm 

 

  11 October: Dr Jimena Rodriguez will present a virtual illustrated talk on 
    “A Sea Turtle Highway: How Satellite Tracking Technology is Helping 
       to Clarify Population Connectivity on Arabian Green Turtles.” 

  1 November: Fadi Yaghmour will co-present with Fatin Samara and Isra Alam via Zoom, a talk on 
    “Sharjah Strandings response program: insights on marine turtle threats and  
    mortality factors.”  

 

 Scheduled Field Trips (Members only): 

       The DNHG field trip program has been temporarily suspended in compliance 

with UAE coronavirus precautions, which are still in force. 

DNHG COMMITTEE 2020 

When possible, please contact committee members outside office hours 

    Name    telephone  email 

Chairman   Gary Feulner  04 306 5570  grfeulner@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman  Valerie Chalmers  050 830 5018 valeriechalmers@gmail.com 

Treasurer   Puneet Kumar  050 452 4820 puneetcps@gmail.com 

Membership Secretary Aubrey Baugh    052 103 5167 aubaugh@gmail.com 

Speaker Co-ordinator Michelle Sinclair  050 458 6079 sinclairmichelle611@gmail.com 

Fieldtrip Co-ordinator Sonja Lavrenčič   050 256 1496 lavson@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large  Pradeep Radhakrishna 050 450 8496 wgarnet@eim.ae 

Member-at-Large  Anindita Radhakrishna 050 656 9165 anin@eim.ae  

Newsletter Editor  Margaret Swan  050 798 4108 gazelleeditor@gmail.com 

Librarian/Book Sales Angela Manthorpe  058 135 4143 manthorpe2005@yahoo.co.uk 

Postmaster   Sandi Ellis   050 644 2682 sandiellis@gmail.com 

Chief Engineer  Binish Roobas  050 243 8737 johanruphus@hotmail.com 

Website Co-ordinator Sandhya Prakash  050 551 2481 sandhya@consultbeacon.com 

 
Postal Address: DNHG, PO Box 9234, Dubai, UAE 

http://www.dnhg.org

