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Members’

Harieurable manlion is in ordar for

Anne Marfa Bui, our Fformer
Membershlp Secrelary, who  (at
ihe clase of the Second Milen-
niurrey hialds the inforroal record for
DMHG fiekd trip atlendance. Ower
the years Anne Marie has Irudged
ampit deep through mamroves,
br gwend flocded wadis and poison-
g vipers, chimbed steep chlls
gnd snmkellad reefs and ocky
Islands, ar o lhe aame of a day in
the fie'd and a beter appreciation
all Lhz wikdline god enviisnrnent of
the LIAE.

Mike and Jill Oates hosled a
Christrmas wigil by frierd=  from
oman, includirg cormmililes merm-
bars af tha Qrman Hislarical Soci-
cly fihe  local malural  hislory
groupy and kindty armanged to put
thern ine teoch wath DMHGS Cone
mittes members.

Chairmen fSary  Feulner hes
made saveal racent atbernply ot
Dlackighting tor scompions  along
tFe moumein Iront, but wilhoor
sUCCLEs. Gary blames 1he seorpl-
cns for pol being thers, as he has
suctassfully deleclod  ucdsasiongh
pleces ot ssorplon exoskeletons,
which fluoresza undar W lignt.
Are scofpior ocpulalions sulleriag
[or indiyiduals sesuwading} dus to
e continuirg drougle ¥

[

News

Seversl members have been real
nowzmakers racently. Eulf Naws
Teatured & very nloe antlcle on the
ALT's new remole-oparatad csm-
erg, st up by Rabert Llewellyn-
Emith near pormanent waterhales
in e Ru'us Al-dibal. 50 far it hes
captured some axcellan! =hots of
the bushy-talled Blanford's Fos,
itself only recognized in e LIAE
in 1485, Barbara Couldrey hss
beoa along 10 halp pick op m,
but the soute i is known e be
daunttireg.

Alsn, Dr Reza Khan appeared in
Khalegj Times, heaming like A
proud  Fedlier and holdioyy Diuleai
Zoa's newly-bom  pigmy  hippo.
Tha pigmy hippa is an anden-
Jered species ralive Lo tropical
West Africa. The mother was ear-
lier ootaincd Oy Dubai 2o0 from
Saudi Arabia.

Flnd out more about our
naxt speaker Horst ¥.auch
an Page 4

Matural History Awards

On 18" November ske B sh Erman
Soward (& magnilicend Sikeor fal-
oen) wAas presenied 10 one of A
Dhabi's mos active By iienemaas-
taliste  Gayaldl Raghwa, wro
tezgches gl the lidian Schiael and
who nas insired  Lhousands ol
=schonl chidran.

This yaars winner of tha Shaika
Mubarak swand 5 hoaz Sowaf, a
lirgless servanl of 1ha  Arabian
Leopard Trust who has traverscd
masl of the mountang in lhe UAE,
gelling o know and indloencing
the thinking of countless |ocal
peopls. He has dolacked an arr-
mous arount of Infermallon about
the wildlife of the rmootaims. pa-
liculary <f Lhe larger marmmals
and has frans’omed the ailtilvdes
of forrmer hunlers o peaple viiose
normal reaction to & kopard or a
ceracal would have been ba kil it.

Report b D Rizhand Harnky

This manth's

Contributors
The Editor would like to thank
the following for their reports:

Sary Faulnes

Slephen Green
Canla Harris

Cr Rirhand Homhby

Cr Marijoka Jongblosd
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Field Trips

Feossil Hunting
Friday 11 Fabiruary

Valerie Chalmers will l2ad this fold
Irig, wisiling 2 &itws. Meat sl Sam
atihe Hiton crwered car park,

Please cortacl her for futner de-
lgils. Tal: 3484313

From Dibba to the
Musandam Peninsula
By Dhow

Friday 18 February

The et for thie wunusual day aut
wil b0 Ohs 123 per person. IS
ezsential shet pRyment is mada et
the riesl miecl ng on e Slh Febra-
ary 200¢1, Bring your pwn facd and
drinks for the day.

Mesae cantact Pelor van Armslor-
dam on 950-B425077 1o confirm
your plAaces.

Mountain Hiking
Friday 25 February

This hike s rescheduled from
Dec 1999, Halen Emary will lead &
hike to Jebel Du Fasaj. 4 whed
drive is necaaasry.

Please contact Halen or 350415<L
or Mary Boardwood 3£22545

Ta the Western Region
of Abu Dhabi

24, 25, 26 February

with Donna Simen

This ip can ae split wup for thoze
warking on Thursday oe Satorday,
bt 1s niat suitahle for A day tip ba-
cansa af the 4% hour one way
drive. Far those arriving ar Friday
it would bes baller o arrange ohe
Icawig time for ell froem Dubai, to
tjive quelily ims therc and to con-

T

Field Trips and News...

1
S

nent with fhe ariginal groen {wich
the: use: o° mabia phones). Donlna
will establish 8 designaled camg-
gilu.

There is much 1o see and axplore
in the Eerea. Birding. shslling
seachcombing ard rack climing,
Thara is alsn & possibilily of snor-
4elling in %nee deep water. The
Alghts are 80 ¢zar that the Miloy
WAy seems A5 thaugh it wil foat
down B tho ground  beneath.
There are interesting landscapes
and Lulds of quanlelibe gyasdam.
Jania Fas found whe rbor s, du-
gengs, porooise, skuls ele on the
heach, Bt in Ootober RS hara
was strorng evidenee of Impending
dewalopmen:.  The waskand will
b winal o maks of is, adventur-
oua, ar resiful and relzxirs. in a
trly Wi ares, & rarity thesr davs.

Canlact Canna Sircn 6 3475924
ferfurther cetals,

Inter-Emirates Week-
end

9..10 March

Sach year 1 Match the ihree

Matural Histary Groops of UAZ: Al
Air, Abu Obabi and Oubal get to-
gedlver for an interegting yat social
wapsand. This is 2 charce 1o
rreet peaple f-om ather groups, ra-
agqueint with old friznds and leorn
samething new aboul B8 epeciic
area. The evant & organsed an-
nuzlly by one of the groups in rota-
dion. In 19889 wa Fad a woncerful
furdor ¢anyas] experience oo Al
Sytaiai I=land where gazells, dnub
and delpking were seen, This fal-
lowed the 1593 event arganised by
Al Ain inlroducing us 10 10e wark
that has been clone mapaing and
recording the ooology of Jekel
Hafit &ndgd e 1987 ewvant organ-
isad by Duoal greup oased in Raz
Al Khaimah with croups going 1o
Elrlyat lsland, Shimal end oiher
archeaolagical sites. The millen-
nlem Inte -Ernirateg will ha hostad
by our group in Fujalrah where en-
“Fuslastic East Coasd residants wal
j@in us. Wa hapa Fujairef sl be

inapired ta ne operating a fourth
MHG st 35 2 resuit of thls week-
=n4g.

Cwataile for -ka weaks-d are 56l
selngg werked out, hawever wa arg
sleased to annouace thal we wll
o2 bazed at the =ujaireh Hilton,
wilh cwenis beginring 8t 2amoan
Taursday B March for -hose oikd-
rmale ko ave a hen day weekend.
Tne Fated i Block beoklng 8 num-
ber of rcoms far the evert on B
dret come firsl sereod Dasis and
you @e ercauiaged o book early
ar take the chanoe a° having ‘o
uae 2 Hotel (S mirutaa eway) or
Eka B camping Oplan.

An Thursday we have some tips
“or yau 1o join, and in e adoring
Minnle wan der Weg will e oour
guest spaaker cr “Fujalral In the
Past".  Kinnle i3 an Hanorary
membsr of GHHG & d weil oym
o Lhe plongsrag wark she has
done 0 peovicing hoalh care fo
Easl Coast lades for over 30
yerra, Thera will wlsa be an entelr-
falning quiz with prizas aller din-
asr. On Fridsy we hawe optional
fripa which will s growps heading
att In different direatinr.s sihar Tor
A ralzxzing beach day snorseling
and sheli collecting, aor an enr-
getic hike, zichmcalegleal urina-
lwns o muddy encoaniars with
mangrowas...  In fael "sormethiag
far cweryone”,

Thes wil be @ popular event and
we encourage vou 1o baook earky
with tho hotel, Furher dedails wil
he given at meslings and in the
naxl 3azelle.

Hotal ralas are

Bouble ogcupancy LCh3gc
{ohildren beds con be added] ing.
[ull breasfast

Zingle occupansy O3S0 (lwin
roor1s s0 sharng is an optiva} ing.
full braekfusl

Evening buffet ORES

Children's moenu i

Pacsed lunch boxes Dh3s {ine.
salt dinks®

Tal: Hlton Hedgl Q3-2222411 Lo
Ma%e youd resare ions
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Plgases semd oo faricial repos
fa Marickes Jonghioed

The last monthe o° 1930 providec
U5 WIth 10 wvery special Famns
rerards. (Ine was for some mili-
tary mon Treem a carp ncar Swey-
han, Meaz Sswat. the AL™ feld
worker waanl o chesk oul e -
part that ene or nore caracgls Fad
b=en spobed  thers. Moo tound
drappings 2nd rrasks thal were Ln-
doubtedly caracal. Qne of e Trst
caraca recardings in the UAE was
tror Levis e, in 1058 [Harrlson &
Eatgs, 1951} Ususlly ceracals are
lourid In Re Blls and Aol nta.qs of
the eginn, esprcially the Hajur
wred the Muszndam mourtaing. i
l& eacodraging 1o know ket wih
toe wircl woforcurerl of  Ante
I reing lawws ir Al Jha'i emirats,
this wondarful cat ney be exend-
Ing] ita rars]e AQEin.

Thaz glhar -ecord was providas ay
DMHS mombor Tim Gare, whe
camped in a3 wadi near Al Ain ovey
e Maw Yoar waekend, Wiokers
27 @ plentaliors nearhy hzd rrar-
tiored tha presarce o 3 "cjira” .
with the appearsnee and woica of a
tiger. Curirg the nigh’ Lhe cam psrs
lwzarel @ Targe animal ped sofily
a-pLnd tha tent, dreguing @way &
bag with ilns for some distanca
u-til mavemant in g e seared
the: anlmal @wsy, Thr next mom-
irg pug Terks with a diameter of &
cin ware “ouad uostreem in e
wadi rud. accomparied by somo
smialler. lass dlst act rEses, From
the photngraphs S=<en, it ssems
thet this may have bae 2 eopard,
It could even ke & female leopard
with ona or mary subs, BecAause of
Ihls possibilty | do not mantion
hare what ihe cxact lceatlon was,
&3 it weuld be best 1o lpave L
arirnal well aleae,

Durirg walks In the Jzid 8l the tap
of e cresk | have coma scmss 3
track thal batlles ma. It oons sts of
two prints, with A diametar cf 1.2
om, shghlly oval-shaped, with 0o
clear togs or ather faelu - visibla,

They are about 12 s apart, with
d distanoe of 3653 crws bolween
evely 8g; of pratz. Toe arats a-e
nol qule nocine, and zre slghtly
dasper than nearty gerbil priats,
sllghty ess ceea thad hare pirtz
in ke same area. Whan |1 osl saw
fnem L iknught of & beby are, but
e Irack is nalving ke thel of the
adult hare. The only animal | ko
trzat rmawves aboul o Do lecs,
gpart ‘Tom Eirds. is the gerton.
Tha sizs would ow wbacl 1ghl, DLl
derboa pintz are side by sids. In
3 faw places the onrls were clogear
tageiher, espezally whan tne ani-
mal wais foraging araund & sall-
hush. If snyore hes ary ided whal
hls cotdle be, | weould o8 most in-
terazied. Il kaks o piclue 2nd
bring 15 b2 the feee mghng.

Flant Adaptations: An
ohservation on tamarix
in the sabkha.

Durng  wzrly rmoming walks in
some o7 the sabkha Meds o Do-
Lezti, | L Acticed {78t the mens
high buskes of Tamaria $3.0 ot
posur here and there wee aklvays
caversd with what | houglhs were
dew drops. However, nona of tha
other planis searad to have dow
on them. | know that amary trees
oxcrate sal by way of hair leaves!
neadles, laavng a whitish-grey
residue, on che folige.  whish
testes o alt. Untll now | ihought
that the excrefion was almosl e
perceplible, ik human perspira-
sizm I @ dry gnvironmant. Bul ke
iwigs an iFasa bushes vere Ferd-
ing law wila dhe weight of tw
draps. Thesa 'dew” drops wene
axrarroly sally o tagle and | as-
surme tqal the esorstion of sat
takes plasé mank curing e
fight, % lgler in the day no “cow”
i wisible.

Recorls &y OF Marlzhe Jorghlced

Matural Emirates:

hitpzMenana. nzgin L L1 Eom
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Field Clips ...
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Send in youwr reports to
griffilemirates nef.ae, or
defiver them on foppy
disk at monthly meefings,
or fax to 394 0352
frinimum point size 14
plaage).

A "Wet" Wadi Walk

Ag an early Chriaimasz treat Chair-
mraa, Gary keliner, pennited a
larger thamn nommal grang o follow
[im Into Wadl Asfanl to see what
thay weeuld Tind, They fo loved Lhe
wad upsresm e 3 headwaters in
Wadi Bagarzh. Caarmying cortin-
ues in the lower wadi, agrcultuiel
dawvalcamen: in the vppar. ~his wa-
lor leyes wors the lowest Gaey
had gemn, bacauaa of the continu-
irgy drought. Sevaral “pools’ had ne
water 21 all even though the he=d-
walsrs  racalvad some can 15st
wirter. Twn feral donkeys stoad
watehing the approaching numsn-
ity, & modhiar end young.

Although the firsl site wes dry,
Chelsio Radensn quickly spoted
derd shallz of the maost cammon
freshwaler snails, e thin Motanar-
des tuberowlata and the fat Redix
netalensiz. Tha groop found Lwe
naliva spacles of flsk, the relatively
dark Gare barreivias, tha palar
Aphariug drspar (Arabian kilfish),
and the introduced #lapiz
tarsachrorrls sgpb, a2 larger flsh.
Aratian toads Bufo arabicus were
distuchad by e manyg bampling
fead e fhe mud cracks of a dried
poal.  This apecies is repared to
surviva for as kang as three years
In sestivation, Al the samne dried
pool t1ere wess sevarel smal wolf
spldors, There was 3 rare perform-
ance by a branza predacacus dbe-
Imp bestle at one popi, ahowing of
it rich solour, gt rim and Al
Ien2 rnodified for swirming. Also
brlghly coloured pombardier bee-
fie Pharapsaphes afiicarus, which
Gl erjeszl 2 wxploesivie reis.

Salah Alllalyan merdionsd  the
fradiional use of the milky asp of

phble If necessary)

Lhes Fupfiartay imaca (@ pam| yal-
love=grees, laaflees shrub) foo use
in pautizas.  In addian ey ch-
served e Ghaf (Frosoms cica-
redl. Acgcia tarlliz {he commoan
Acazla. alsa fund in Easl Alica)
and fizpphus spina-crisfi (yallaw-
red berrec In 2easony, Thers was
an abundenca of wadi  grass
(Sacchargm 0. related to syoar
cana] some of wheh had bkasn
lraraed, probably deiberately, and
5 forest of oleander was found at 8
Spring I AP uppor wach. | Ry S
three differart spenies of hutberfly,
fwa Yitle bluesT, the spottad Al
can Babul Blue anc te zebras-
stiped Meclerranesn P ermat, andd
four =pacies of dragorfly including
bwa reda and & blue, moally malea.

A&t the furthes! peinl upetreem
Kath ean  Radaman  Jumped
smarlly pway as sne disturbed a
dozing wipar. which was prodably
the earpet viper Fehis colorafius.
Crihering Al-Halyzn brawvaly 5 0ood
ner grownc and ook a phate from
which B pasitive 1D is sgpwcedl.
Allhougl dangenaus, this snakea iz
not normmal ¥ aguressive. Jan Derr
ning spotted & diaterit reptar, which
Gary s2i0 was probably o Boeoted
Eaqle. Reluming towards tha
large convey of cars, tiey all
stapped to take a closer look at a
falzj, avidenca ab copper smelting
in the uaper wari, anc the remaita
af un sarly suttlermart and terace
flelcls.

A tires], happy and muck bettar in-
forrred group look s leawe af
Gary &5 cusk wea spproachirg.
He was slavieg on tootarn over
stones and poke around in rocks
in saeech of scorpions, using his
blackighting techaigues,

Repret By Alna GAfin ‘with 8 iof
of hele froun Gary Fruicar)

GPS Dinner 10™ Feb.,
We'll be there by 6.00pm
Coordingtes: 24° 59" 44 N
58" 23 3 E
Flrewopoe previded, but bring
yaur awn eats and drinks.
Contast Feter wvan Amsterdam
on 050 - 425077 (hints avail-

Jebel Ghawes|

Piler Conringhar jeined  Gery
Fzi1 ner ard Jahn Martin for a re-
Wi visil curing Ramadaa to this
angular 1°00+ metra oulposi
aleng the mountain frort south 6
Shuweyl, krewn [or 53 unugeal
gealogy. The rugged summi
riee.  capped by distinclve
“raotic! hlonks of white limesbone,
gholors oh ks aorth slde he west-
e nrmos! wid alva freas in tha Ha-
jen P Eins.

dexbied Shawesl 15 alzo hame ta sl
three =pacias of Grewis [@ guius
of lre linden family Tiliagess)
known From be nocdhen Hajar
Mourtzing, twa of which (5. fenax
ad 3. witkesa) have only roochby
Been d slinguished.  Mespite e
rnntinuing droaght, mars L&y a
dozen  plant specles were in
Flgawar, fruil or seed an g slopes,
irclocing e allve ane the hangiag
CABT.

Fourd in small nombcrs al the
summit wers the lsnd  eoails
Fosdeous hewlans, 4 common Arid
region snai fawnd from iha Sahara
lo Pakiztar, @ad e orargs, fineby
stnped Peaddarapans  fAUEEsE0-
mei, sndemic ta ke meamainsg of
Iran. AafgnanisEn and the Hsgar
Mourtzing. Botn bave  buollol
shapad sholls vp @ 15 ma lang,
typlczslly fownd under law shruos or
woathefirgy (o sodl under s
gwerhAnga.

& pair of Boral i's 6aglas weas sadn
owar the forress-llko sLmimid, one
carrdirg & traiting branch of Mor-
inga (3 eourting display'f, smitating
a gray harar with its legs siretgard
ol hehired .

fepwrt by Copy Feudner

]
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American Imparts

MacConald's isn' the ar y one. Sow-
eral Nodn Amaricen apegea of plants
end arimals now appear o be el
ectablished in =ad around Dukai
Thienses irnslude:

Mesqguida (Frosopis folitara). This Fad
is natkve eoiFe sautnwestem Lnited
Staes Aand norhern Mexico, bot was
long g0 cxported sng & now com-
mon and essettially 'neliva’ 1o B S5E
Gull, hu Subcontinent end elzewhers,
Despite selective cArpaigns against it
in Lrban Dubai and Ras Al=Khaimsh,
it appears 1o be very susceaaful in the
lpgrl anvircnmant and s liwely B be
with us fer g long T e 1o came.

Tha Waste:n Pyomy B ue
[Graphidiom  sxie). This = Horly
Amearica's so@llest butherfy, IF was

recogaized in he FAE only ir 1208 Ly
MIr M chael Siocll of UAE Wnkersity n
&l-A4 ard has since bean absesed
reaularly it wrd zioend Dobai, 0 land-
srmipid @reas &nd or the fringes of
pasks and agticulu-at calilvatlon, 1 is
unabliusive, Jsually fhing close o 0w
wecetaton. 1t was probably infro-
duced wilh imperted shrube but 1 2p-
peors to braed successfully hore 24d
its numtsars Ang proosSly incressing.

Poiygyra carcoites, a 1 cm huton-
ehaped [and anail witn narrow whor s
ard & sagle Moot In s apertars.
Thiz snail I3 native 1o -Fa soollicesl-
ern Lnted Slawes, vspeclally Florida,
but bas been faund 1o th-ive in wall-
watered gardens in the A-abian Gulf,
whera it has presumakbly been irtro-
ducezl with rparted sheubs or sc'l In
[ruhai il is ¥nown (ron whns anc gar-
deznes rargle g fram he Mizhar area o
t7g Dubai Warld Trace Sonbe t2 Je-
bal All, and may be locally sowndarnl.

Aliaeeas gracifiz. This long. thin land
srail, Jaurlly lass lnan 1 .am, 18 nstive
ta tha How Waorle ropics But is now
widespresd ir the Irndo-Pailic area
ancd saems o be easily cistibuled by
hurian aciivity. 1t iz faund in lgwns
and gardans in Cubal and B
soanetimes abudant. »‘
¢

Rofiodt by Gary Fawiner

&

additional news ...

———1

Seasonal Seashells

Crezr the hal doys Gary Fedlrer wen:
snarkalling =org 18 jatky at the Dw-
bal Municipality besch. He made
sEveral comparisors wiln ks sUre-
mer visils  First, the water is ~nzh
colder in Dauembar, Sesand. koo
seemad to be fewer gAStopRds
owara | (bolh in wesbor and divers
sltyd, ard many of e saels prasent
tarded to be clustores fogolber. Cx-
cepticnally  calm  condtiona  [or
sometting else?d had bravght 1he
wirkle Literama fefermedia hetler
knawn in its rola es the mangrove
lred znally onta the front faces cof
many rocka, whereas it wnmzlly 13-
vors tha mars shellersd back sides.
Fazagihly  nii- Fabruzsry  Z000
speakar, Harst Kauch, will enlighten
ug ahout malluscar seesondgl pols
laris. Thiel severs! distingtva fish
chaerved inosamTmas wone absert
but ol schooling fish seemad
mare ahundans.  Garole Hosrls. cur
Junary 1963 spedker, aleo repocte
on Paga B about wals Naapening
underes e aths fime of pear.

Rapzet by (Fary Feilner

On Familiar Ground

Vigitas to Crasksida Park n late De-
sarebor mevealed A Inoal boalorthy
spenirs displaying and mating — the
nalive  Meditemanean Sietrol oand
Asan Grass Blue and he Infro-
duced Wesler:r Pygmy Blue.  But
dospile all the lovely lancecaping Ih
the parh — beos, grass. palime.
shrubs and flower gardenz of 21l
apita — all of thesc bullcdllas wera
found e Lhe caly ré=aining pich of
"nataral” ground. & 15 % 20m plat
adjace s Lo stha admiqistration ouild-
Iri, earsisting of opan. sandy soi
dottud with died crass (Spombolus
apicafug) and & faw flowaring nelo-
tranas (HENlra BT Korseiie),

Good for Something

Tephroshit apotinea. a emall paien-
nizl shrub, is ene of tho mogt com-
men plams n Hajer Moartain wadls.
Alhaugh it is & Mmsnber af the Ra

“arnily, il is rat grazed 2nd 1 shle o
griony in tne graval wedi bueds Leni-
solves, I01s nat an Laaltractive plart
but nost hikers Fawe seen b so of-
-en irat they are Al but toely im-
muns to ik chanm. | gained new
regpect for il, howewar, in Movenbar
and Deocernbor when | recognised
2l iswees are of only & vory few
plamis U-cr fowenrg in the lowar
rnclntrins, anc hecale o ghving sus-
Al o mest of the hulellies
abnut, including al loes, e Saper
Vehive, Small Cugid, African Bzoul
Slue, Meditarranean Piemrat, Grass
Jewal and Jaltnen Arab.

Roport iy Fary Fauler

Our Next
Speaker

Flaral Kauch, B natwa of Ausliz,
has lved In the LAE since 1535
Ha has becen Imvoleed with ani-
mais wnd snlmal managemenl in
are way o7 another for mosl of
that ims, bt on 'and Aanc - -
sRaA. Ameng alier tniras. fe was
invalved i Ihi consinuction of Du-
hai Foo, ha Fas boeen 3 cantracio:
to the ARAIn Zau anc to varipJs
private resrnas, dand 1§ cumenily
Lha proprietar of Anceal warld,

He is also an gegamplished divier
zngd ran kis own divicn compary
for many years. Ho is espenistly
wottll mequainted witn the wvarons
Lridesrwatar erwironments af Laz-
arm Lrabia,

M sasshall collectar with an inter-
natinna reputaliaon, ne has mada
a point Ao by to gt ko knowe Ars-
niarn Gl malluecs as lii g orgar-
s as wel, =nd o leasn and
poiumunloate  thair sacrets  and
rhtirns.
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MOore Hews ... ... ...

Diary of & Mermald

With the recont change of wealker
bringing in cooler, rmore nwiriert
waets my human diving frleds
agk thal | izl you sbout wiet's
happaring andenegtor recenty.

First af all, tho water temperalure
naz dropped quiba  drarnatically
from 1ha sur-und highs o7 33°C o
gruund 8 cool 23°C. | etayed
around for the summer, although
many scwols of fish went to
desaer waters for thair vasation.
Bht, now, Bl my filends are com-
ing back and & few moere unusual
cnes that Fee never met hefore.
Tw usual fish e includes jacks,
fisiliers, mofys, stingreys, lion-
‘isk, hatish, finndere, sele, dam-
selfish, eleavnfis™, seanoraes \ad
srties, but let ma el yow abolt
some of tha wiosual fish life geing
ark. ..

Just recenly. Ive naticed some
striklng yellow end black coloured
fish, cellad pincapple fsh.

They =re ey 30y and hida under
rock cravliees and ovarlings, and
betwean all the prelty 3o corals.

Thers are algn sone conger 8als
which have recently come 10 town,
thesa quys arc ugly with Fuge
beck opos and wary, very lange
riautha,

| waa relher seared &t first as ey
hzrva a really bad repulalion, Sut
ry frisnc tells me they mey have
com in ta sk allps walsrs o male,

Al anee they hawe spewned ey
dia. |5 confusing as to why and
~w thiear fish and |eals gol bers,
ey are normaly deen waler fish ?

W zilsa had & Jelly fish imdasion,
s of jelise arrved which tend to
haang around the ret B of watar.
&)l the juvanils fish use them as
“trallle: hormes” to tranzpert them
thraugh the walers unil they fing 2
‘gafe” reef. Then we hed theso
huge upeide down jellies
[Casstaped) which tend b jusi it
2 the seabed not doing much all
dayl

Anctner unuscal flsh that srved
recently s called & pygmy
saamoth, nol many of wou o wil
have heard of cne o these, let
alano seen cne, Oma recanily ar-
fluved all an iss own, it must have
Iostits mate and lost e way. Thoy
are Faily small, about 2 inches,
mowa vary siomdy and faesd an
sinall mysid shrmps, There are
asa a faw frogfilsh arqund, 1hesc
gy are realy gradl a. camau-
fliaga ard you would probatbly only
kerion thigny @ra thare i they miceed,
which they don®t very aften!

The guitar sharks are back wiih
the cooler water, a5 ane the resi-
dent black lip ieef sharks wha llve
naar Khor FakkanEhark lsland,
which iz goed, as soon s iheir
waung “hEteh” | oran gl a nesw
urse!

30, f wou ae over on the Sast
Coast, bniny your snarkellirg gear
aned care wiait us!

FRapor hy Caro Harms

Mother Mature Works
Twro Shifts

Stepnen Grour, now gne of odr
ovorseas  membars, admits  tnat
Bahrain is srraller and hes Fewar
dilfarert natu-al snvienments o
explore than the 1JAE, but that
brasn't damprrned his erthuslasm.
In =dditiv b hls anchesological
imerests, he bas Losied himsaslf
with Further collection of frestwealer
arnl land snails in Babrain, Inslud-
in7 saveral rot previondly raporied

{some etll unidantified) aw also
no: known from tne UAE. OF ana
patoularly instruct va disuuwery le
wiilbs:

"I decided ) set up a8 small squar-
um o by to breoe some of toe
frestowonee snailz | hac found. So
ana night {'n the dar<) | wenl tote
anty glream | know still e st
near my houge 3aqd  oollectad
gore pand wead. WheY | Same
hamea | put 1110 the sirk ¢ wash
tefore purting it in tha lunk. &fer
16 minules | wert back o get he
weet, and | noticed a namber of
small black ¢ | got my glasses
and decided chat bwy wee e
ana |5, {arabalhy) Hydroia sp.

" ntacewingly | relumed a faw days
vales 1o obtain same maore wead
[Fealder?) for my arowing Snall 200,
thig time &2 11:00 | the mamng. |
went to exactly the same place
znd fock exaclly the same waeds
ir wxaclly tie sams wey. Mot @
slhile Auedroctig presentl Only a
s mediom $ize Melanaides pres-
@ fwnich hae boen abgen or.
night zample}y. | can only assume
thal Hyd rebia |5 noclurnal and they
hida deep ir the mud during the
day. 8= | donl mormally go =hell-
ing In the dark far Sit 1he stinky
r.ad) his Gauld explain my pesi
ous lack of findings. | have Geen
In angd arvand  thi3  paricular
slrearm o ower 11 years and
ot | krew it intmatsi.”

Snails and Slugs

Yaour Lnwartad land =nals end
sluga A wanted Tor soienlilc
study and an accounling cf the ia:-
restial and Meshwater snails
e LME. & first 5223 will be ta in-
clute the LIAE's srall faune in the
IUGH list. Al specimans wil he
gralefully eccapted by Chairman
Gary Faulrar, and cartributars will
be keot inforrmed] of progress.
Thaere have aiready bean & frw
surprises. ['s aasy. JJst bay ‘am
and tag 'ar! Plemse mmetber g
racond the Incation ard the hadilal,
an wall o8 your nama, e dabs,
and gy eemarks.




—GAZELLLE =

Dubai Natural History Group Programme

Lectures at Jumeirah English Speaking School, Gymnaslum 7,350 pm for 800 pm

Feheuary B Srashalls and The Ecolagy of Arabian Gulf Molluscs  Horst Kaueh
Marsh & Traditical Maunlain 3etlements —Wiliam Lareasieo
Fleld Trlps (OMHG nembers anly, please. Details on page 2.
January 28 Graves at Shirmal — Fully subscaribaad
W 5it to = camatary ul he 202 Millenium BS.
Fabruary 11 Fassil Hunling wilt Valkerle Chalmers
Fabniary *0 Mrom Dikha to the Muszndam Peninsula by Dhowee
Febraary 25 Hik g in Jebel Bu Faraj vilth Helen Emery

THis is re-scheduled from Oac 10

Fcbraany 24 to 26 Explonng the Western Regiors witn Deina Simen
Compirg oot undet B $1a05, inwid open spaces

tdarch @ mnd 10 Inter-Emirales Waekaol
A weahed of agventurs an the East Coast

The GFS dinner will ba held on February 10th pleasa see page 3 for further dotails

Mrs Valeric CHALMERS
70 Box 12070

Dubui

UAE

EEigin: DNAG, PO Bax 9234, Dubai, UAE




Cmer—|drhg committee 1999

names tal home
Chairman Gary Feulner 306 OHT0
mossagoes: 206 5300
Vica Chaimman Valerie Chalmers 5349 4 B16
Traes Jrer Faler Griffin 304 D242
ermail: griTigkem Irates.net,az
Menbershia Secretary Kathy Bird 205 387

Fledderlp Co-erdinstar

Fleldtrp Co-eodingtar

Nawslattar Editar

Mary Beardwood

Jan Dennlng

Anna Griffin

a.meil: katryo@erirabas. nest.ag

F02 2EAG
e.mail: mikemaryffemiratas . nel.ea

31 1463

304 0342
email. grifiiemirates.net.aa

Punlisher Peter van Amsterdam 268 2513

srnail puanaiiamizles. nel ae
Librarien Deanne ¥hite 442 8153

e ndil: dgmh teffemiratzs.nat.as
Sped ker So-ordinalo Beryl Comar a4 2243

p.mail: comarfZernirales. net.se
Cnief Engieer Bob White #5391 o
Mornaes o Large Sandy Fowler 2442247
Moatraster Gall Gerdar 246 QTG
tderahership Asgiziant Barbara Hayward 5t H39°

—or?l -

te] office fax
331 3320 LoD A3 3371
ne calls ps, 388 3727
Ethy D342 354 0352
2BE ABIT
S 03TE
331 1483
S 0242 304 0352
335 5485 269 165
ELERERN
2ED0 02D 2649 1369
ne sallz ple e 243
340 9378
26590 028 T35 FEYS

Camel Crigins

Foseil evidence shows that e
camal graup ar samelics {Order Ty-
IopodA} originatad in MNerlh America,
reacalng central Asia via the 2e-ing
land bridge nol laler U e mids
Fliccene (about 3.5 milion yesrs
aqnl.  Tha ganue Cameivs e
arisen bul declined dramatlcaly in
nurmaers and rarge ir Euresia io-
wards the end of e Pleislacone
talaalal tnes),

The odglns of ike Arahign camel in
particular have been Lhe subjact af
debate, partly herauses (desnie their
obvious eslamal diffcrenees) the
postoranial  skelstons of one-
hurnosd Arabiae camels ar creme-
dares Camein: Jdmmedznies and
twn-humped Asian or Bacdrian care
el Camels baciiaros 8ra es-
fremey difficult to distrguishe folla-
bl

Certgin authorg have conaidered

thet the Amsbian ¢amal was de-
sécnded from the Asian amel, be-
cause (1] farlile offspring are pros
dusued by inltlzl {but 96t confinuec)
ross-breading. (2] the wmnbryos of
ool specles have e proto-humpa,
whigh leter fusa in the fooius of the
Arablan camel; and [3) the arly wild
camel apecies known fram Mocth
Africa and the Lesant in late Pleisto-
ceng times, Comelus thomat, a
somewhel la-ger avimal than the
Tindem &rablan comel, was thought
to represent an Asian jand B0
arababily tec-hunped) specles.

Rocorl work relying an statisiical
analysis  of post-craniul  skeletal
TezsIrements has at last parmitad
ralishle discrimination belwoeen the
Arablan ard Agian camel Lneages.
Relying or shis melhodolegy, J Pe-
ters qas concluded that Cameiws
thomgsi wes an Arabian [@and so
probehly one-humped) species, and
waa therefore he likely ancostar of
focay's Arablan camel,

DNHG Membership

Tharks to Praf Or Which Wernesy
vf Cubais  CGevrel  Veterinzry
Labrstory for donatng Lo the
DMHG library a copy of 1ta 1503
pEFEr 2y J relers from which the
foroguing is summansed: Paters,
J. "Caralus dhomas Pamal. 1653,
B possible ancoestor of the one-
Namped camel™ in Zeitsehrift fur
Saugetisrku-tla &3, (19931 3rl-
AT,

Fopar! by Gary Feulrer

Marqbershlp remains & bargain at
Dhs 5O islngles or Family]. You
may join of renew atb meetings
{esa Kathy Bi-d the Memhearship
Secretary) or sand a cheque made
aut 1o Lloyds Bank account ng
173746,  [Pleasy hato we eanncl
cosh schequea mede out o the
DMHG)




