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Members’

Mowains, hoachss and
gardans

Tra offroad tip from Bas Al
Fhaimah o Dikba, +ia Wadi Bih, is
anp of ‘haze moet-oe Liake joar-
neys, popuar wilk icsides and
visitars zlike. Most paople drive i,
soma hika it, and Editor Anna
Griffin recanily stepaed sway fram
Lhe ksyonard o oo it &s pad of
the armuzl Wadl Bil Relay Raoe.

Moinaer Joayoe Goeldsbhy reaors
eeing large numlxers o steal jelly
‘ish washoo ap along the Jumaiten
Beach. Anqa Gefin aolecs ks
@i weill gl Ming Sevah, beaca Tha
jelly T30 wizre posdically descrilad
Liy har woung visilom as looging like
“Earceo)s o the soned' .

Peter and Anma Griffin were ce-
lighlad Lo hzns a wisil ‘rom 3 klue
roch thrush, which fiess down Into
Iheir garear o take 4 cead maouse
left by a "eighboui's cal. This
brings tho tota. bire count in their
gasden bg 200 Can anyone beel
Ihis recoed?

i i i e s e e e e

.Y
TV |

Flezse note that our
May meeting wlll be
? held on 1ihe 34th °
April .

.

News

Our Next
Speaker

Or Maricke Jongalosd arrived in the
LIAE in 1933 anc wocked as a Gen-
aral Practitioner ir bath &1 &in 540
Dbzl it 1986 winen 2ha wes ap-
pointed mananer of the Sharjah Te-
sort Park  projacl, unli soamar
1285, Masjcks iz cu-rently fee-
laring, wilh iz eejor cbhjeotive of
camplediag the Jdefinitive florg far
the DAL ard adjacen: ances within
e rext tirer yerara. Marijcos Pas
boon loss i sposilively =1 placts,
as wall as gvesrling else livig h
the casecl sincs her first dav here.
She has written sowveral backs
ghout nelure history, ard  "Green
Gude @ ke Emirates” {publisted
by Mntivaie) was the firg! 0f it <ind
In 19839, In 18493 aller a2 winlser in
which mzay of e bigger cets of the
desen Lowerd killed, Merijohe sat up
tha Arahian Lecpand Trust, ALT is
St | workirey on it lust abjoctiva of
helping to craale B relure reseree
for copasds In Lhe neclior moun-
1zina.

4 4 4

New DNHG Committes

Want to get more in-
volyed?

The Cornmittes for the yeor 2000
is looking for new vounlsers to
hel in nunnirg the grouy, v par-
ticular:

1.0 MCriborsh. Soersiary 10
attend meet nos and keep recarcs
al menb ship.

20 Erginsaring Dificer 1o sct
up the projectar and micropheoae
at reatings.

a0 Salas  Assistart to halp
with the salke aof publications at
rrialinggs.

IF wau feed al oo Sould el
peaze contact any of she comamlt-
tra mErmbars, namas and nom-
L esan L Teand o6 pege 7.

This muntrt-;-s
Contributors

The Editer would Nke to thank
the foll vwing for thelr roports:

Walerie Cnalmers
Janke Guriinghiin
Peter G anninnasm
Helen Ermery

Gary Feulner

Arna Srillin
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Field Trips

Trek up Wadi Nagah
Friday 24 March

Mick Hophier will oced this breck
ard will mest evervare at the Hil
ton Helal carperk nasd 1o tha Hilka-
nia Firness Cenfre &t §.303 Tae
wrak will b rigoroas e wili =ke
approximaissy  § hours,  with
breaks. Padclpans  moesl ba
physically 1 and pay an agtive
sparl an @ regudan awsis. The ir-
tentian is to @onaaitt memhers oF
e e WAL mounmten Libas
pecple lived prior g the acwent of
ai’, gnd "oy ey sereived inosock
nzmer and inhosa tahlz places,

For mare details and to sign ap
wilit Mok ephe phooe 05C
41507 rr fax 2G5SR

Wadi Walk
Friday 7 April

Alan Hev Loy winl leed e walk ol 3
to 4 howrs, alorg & wacdi of the
Haleddas e rogd. Roasunzolc
dlneas ia required. 4 wheel crive
prefenied  haugh mel cusenlizl,
The tnp wil ba liritac to 15 peo-
gl Dring plenty af weler and
wedr aparopriste Footwear.

For further celails ard o sign ap,
corel Jon donning ar phoncias
3211443

Abu Dhabi Western Re-
gion Coast

The ccaatal bluffa o the Sila” Men-
InsL i ane Shavecinal ksland in Abu
Dhabi's  VWestern  Region  are
undua willkin e UAE: clitks and
tereegrs of cgd, pick and wile
sgncslane and gyasum stapping
dawr o the ses; 5 shareline that
ranaes  from  sandy beach to
deealy sculptared ook pavenent;
slramltings shewn wilh poarl aes-
lars Eac claar gypsemo slahs;
"baclands" wih ables arld lowes

field trips & reports...

of scdlplured sol slare liag Lhe
niins af an arciert cty; ard pla-
teaus paved wilh raodules of pine
LWpE T

Dovwia Sireun sl inove wilh Lhis
areR yeas ap0 when she woked
in Ruwgis. She still deights in i
and wes tag nefeg! G ice for lag
s ONHG visil. A slup dn-
racte whetted averyone’s agpetite
wilh wicavs of g oceyslal doar soa
and fringing reef. Asq, #-e ewatic
spucics coanl rose wit @ puir af
man<evs AT A fERemen's samo.
Cvorrlghtl was on the beach nakk
of 518" beside A low tide that
gecmed Lo rousa; for mules - dis-
colraging Al but are ceer~inec
snoihals. & lock ol 25 Lainin-
0es was A Gond nmen

r. Friday Donna leg the §owp
Aurlr awet hill g cale ooy e
shorel'ne te RRs Mushay-ik. High-
labils nedaeed 3 dulphin skol &, ke
brckboe af B amell aolphing & psir
of Jam ngoe wines dahabilcd by a
emall mentiper=!l. & deard green
trte anc sevoral dead  corme-
rans, soame great oleck-heaced
qulls, a  sanded  isac-Foacoed
ROARA Anf A AIF N7 o8prey nest-
Ing Wwihit & sione’s s of the
main graded irack tn dhe point
g ving hope lor consesvalicn e
fors after all’y. ©n tna down side,
ALrnas-genesates  flotsam  woas
evarywhers abuncart an -he se8-
viard shoralincs,

Mast cf Lhe group hoadod far
Fame At mic-afenoon. Those
wihid cerndingd oeered pas oo
fiskermen's careps and aroned he
raslricasd gea ol the "dlziyah
Isla=d cape and on o Ras Ghe-
ays, e svescomnosl of e 3
capes af the peninsua, stapping
hizre: ared there b beachecomb and
to wstgh hirds. fish, mal Jscs,
dragontlics. cte. Fox ahnts wara
comman in many lezaliiies, The
trip c.osec memarshly 87 the far-
thest reaches 27 the LIAE with ¢-a-
matic wiews from the qigh bluffs
lacking waest oress & bay o Saud
Arabizn tarritery.

Becagsy his ency iy s dom vis-
iled. it sill halds promise of v Fop

sarpryas. For bicders il was a
wheatear weekend with spvera
kinds in ovidence, as owell as 2
Caspian fem, grey haron, westam
recl aeran [belh dark and whle
phaza) plus & daaert warbler, swal-
e, palld awdl eypstonestaior,
imahelline shrka snd =averal uni-
den il @ warblers and larks.

Bezehoombers fouad 2arte famil
iAr intertictal species 20l also some
urtamiliar glossy winkles nat read-
iy iclertf.abie and' & vanaty of dedi-
cae sponges and seawescs, The
araa wedle wall repay a waskend
fer marel of closer scrwiry by in-
{erastad amsteurs.

Saveral participante, including
Darnz, e beasd making plans
to relurn agsin. And now ey be
the e, AL Has Ghumays, ab
lersl, il 5 ursadzin woetes pabic
dccess Wl 3arvive fnal completior
of {ha naval base zrd Zisrp oo
A I ConsTciar,

Repart by Fary Felilher

Remindar Snails and
Slugs

Your umwanied land snalls 2md
shigs =g wanled for  sciandific
shady zme ar awcourtog of e
lemestial and Tashwater srails of
I UALC.

Al spocimens w il Be o gralefully
acespted by Chairman Gary Feul-
ner, znd contriauiors il be wopl
info-rned aof progress, There have
slready basn 8 tew sorprives. s
easy Just bag 'em ard iz et
Flease mermambar b -ecand ha
lzcatlon and 1he habitat, as well as
vour rar-g, tha dale, and any e
marks.
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field trips & clips. ..

Send in vour reports to
grfi@emirates net ae, or
deliver them on floppy
disk at monthly meetings,
or fax fo 394 0352
{rinimun point size 14
please).

DNHG Fossil Trip to
Jebel Rawdah and
Jebel Buhays

A1 members set cut in canvny an
Febsuary 1°7" 10 vislt these two toss
i,

At Jebe! Rawdza lale Cretacasous
marine  sediments  directly  cverie
gphialile on the northarn aide.  How-
over, at o sowh-castorn end ey
g5t on defarmad anc #eeply dipping
sedimantary mocks of e Hawasina
group. On arival at the chosen sie
el seuth-aaslar wid)] we stoppad
for A brief hepak ard a briedog befare
setling cul B AUn Ry Tossils. A goad
swlaclion was colleclsd aver & perad
of wmie and 3 haf Pawis, This pooved
ta ba the mere lucsative site in terms
of fassilz fouac, In the lower beds
specimens of 1hegastropod A--
reenela regether with tha large rudist
Digtroplrohus, spesmens of hippur

side. the echinoide Faujasis and O
Howas riharts, Sucoocding bodds re-
venled many exampes of the ol tary
dlscoldal cergl Sunbohtos g Divahe
Roghrafnigaria [Trigonkdse) in sy
placas, e lzrgar bantic forminifers
Laftusig, the large =chinald Hamb-
pneustes (bwo specias — H. Amhicus
and possibhy 5. porsices]. e smaller
echinalds Glabaioy, Carmuius, Hatlop-
&iF Bnd Muceopygus, 1otz of gasimo-
pods inc uding many examplas of the
flattarec bpe [(Trochazesl and Me-
fied, and many bivelves inz'udirg sel-
Hrzer, Iephate oyslers, mussels and
cockles, Further Lpwere mong oxam

plas of Oictycpbschus and tha lergs
nastropod Campenis. Ancther tpo of
cclitary coral Paktalaphylia and =peci-
mens af e sinall nadlst Seteobour-
nerdg were A 50 faurd stthis site,

After ar deatlfleatlon 2ess an fallowzd
by lunca. we made aur way ta .ebel
Buhays, whee Upper Crezceous

Simsima Limasboras uncorfomnably
ovedie haszaltic larvas {aphlolltes)
which mnee formad tha ancient sea
fiaoe on which the sodimoents have
aveurnulatad.  We sppreachec Ja-
kel Buhays froan be front skle and
wiall la inessligals a ditemat arsa
from tha ore an anr lask trip in Mao-
varnber 1998, We searched far fos-
sils far gbout an hour after A shaor
briefing.  Small spechnens of e
pgastrocped Adfeznala came from a
h&is #0 o dbick suacy biocalshic
shell bed =t the hase of the Simsimna
famalicn plas specirons o the
gestrapne Carspanie and Tacments
ol the nodist Qurania. Beds rnch ir
echingids  incuding  Glabater anc
Muctaopygue, in oartiouler, gasiro-
pnds And alvakes and nc smal
radist Slshroboumonia sunceeded
the she | bed. Above This was a bod
full of larae shells of Actzonslz and
vlher mluscs. A few specimens of
the large rudlst Ofcfeaphpchus ard
the gastropod Cammpanite were @50
found Jera.

Aftcr another idant ficelion sessicn
we made aur way back b Dubsi,

Rapcr by Velerie Chalmers

Yiper Vetted

Cargful reacers will rermember that
Cathsing  Al-Halyan  slaod  her
rroand ka pclonreph e wper that
su-prised b oz Fikers during B
DMHG'E "wet® wadi walk in Decem-
ber. Calherine s duby -operlked
back with prinls which show the
snake from a2 safe kol vsefol cls-
tance. The provlem iz to distimguish
hetieccn tha closaly reated carpal
wper [Fohis rofcrads) aod sawscale
waer (Eochiz carmafz]. The @alor
pattesns of tha bwe ara 2lmilar, corm-
plicated ard somewhat varlable, so
that it i nacessary to focus on ather
clagnostle deszils. Expert tazonomlc
techniques, which raly on such fer-
tures as the number of scales below
the aya, ara of refelivaly liitle =g in
the fizld  Knowledgeable fleld work
ek hawve newerthelese pointad out =
nuriber af distingLizhing character-
istics thal =an ba obsersed in czap-
five animals (for examie. ab be
newy Arabiar Wild fe Cantra in Shar-
eh) and are carsistent with fleld ob-
servalivis. Arnong hessw ans:

=

[1} The hear of the carpet viper a
Always Droad And LiangLilar, whone
an ttr head of the arwssale viper
15 oftcn more aval I© shape. (2
The ¢arsel viper newvar exhibils
white maiklngs exceat alarg e
sEing, wherszs the sawwscals viper
may ghow smaller wnile alreghks
ard splalches on ils uppor 5des,
(31 The carpet viper haz g dak
lira r- I sicden ol ilé “awa 18 runs
diagonaly down and backvards
bor- the wys, (4} The sawmscals
vipgr has 53 dstingt, myli-iched
“ama” shaped rarking or e top
af its head, whereas tne caroet wi-
aur Iypically e nooneikings [bal
gy hewve pale ar indisting: mark-
JGEY.

IF a good phidcgraph can bo
taken, it may also be possible
compara the overall color patem
with eiwer 3 Fve specimen or a
phoiographic refersnoe. Excelani
phoegraphs can be seen i Chris.
tiam SGross's  arica. “Terresinal
[Rentles anc Ampklbans” v Hah,-
1l Errinailars, ancd in Michoel Gallz-
ghers baoklet, Saakes o' ibe Ars-
iz Gulf ened SnEn.

O the basis o all of Lhe forege-
ng, Cathering's viper appears to
be a carped vipes [Echiy soitratu).
The only cause far ccubt is the
presared 1° 3 noliceabls sub not
digtinive arrow-gnaped  marking
an 1og of the hasd. "he caraat w-
per was the especed choics,
sincH this s by Tar b redara con-
man of the o in the mountein en-
viranment. There easisis, in fact,
sone differenze of apinlen con-
cening whether the spwacela vi-
par can propoy be cullee amouns-
taln dweller at all, |t has been said
ta avoid racky =ress and albwough
It hos been reckomed dhe mos
cammon sha<da in most enviren-
rents in the LLAF and Cerar, this
gemerglization bzt boan gualifled
38 1¢ the mourtging snd deep
sarid doscels, Oy dlaiays, el
ab3ersations and ahotograshs can
he p o answer questites suck s

iFis.
Report by Gary Fowner
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The Dhow Trip

Thiz adwvariureas gronp mel A
Dlboa or ke breezy moiing * Fri-
dey 18lh Fuoruary, and loosted the
clhevw whiich was o sake shair up Lhe
P usandzin Peninyula.

& sLpeids Mmauloin backdrop was
chsarved e thay -nowvad sway from
the harbour, wih tepical Cmani
hauwsea along the szndy beaches
Just wutsice Oibba. A scaltering o
Samur frees, acaciz fortfs, doted
an ke mavntain nqked like mush-
raams, ghing small areas af shada.
& few Hanging Caper cappens sart-
fagaria  2ne Wadi Fig fices gordata
salicifarla, seemed o 2 clinging
the rack sarfaces, lagking so geen
In k1% arld area.

The dhow sassed soveral small fish-
ing bomts with fizhing nets set, at-
traetlng qulls ard lome for an sasy
breakfast. The wind hecore cuile
nusly ane wne or bwo hats were ckil-
flty seacued from the sea by o
craw.  The dhow chugged nast
eoma deep cAaves Bnd wentured nko
acoLale of bays 2s wel os a nulural
harbour weth 3 basy village sommu-
nty af stane hauses, and 2 whils
mosgqus which daminated the weler
froeat,

The crew drapped anchor at 8 smell
bay whare some brave souls swarm
and snorkalled in the company o =
number of jelly fish,  Ihe wate:,
thaugh mur<y, was thaeght b be
warmer than Dubal.

Thies sightings of aspray as well as
ana litle gray baron. Twe grey weg-
falls weere seen in dhe hahour amsa
on retum to Dibhs, a3 well a3 a vary
diead marmmer heac shark.

Thanks ba Patar wvan Ameterdam for
OEnIFng such an Intorssling &g
rasthul cay.

Regard By Artng Gl

The Jebel Bu Faraj Hike
7 Friday 25th February 19 peaple

urred ool for the ikal'scramble!
ofimh up Jebel Bu Faral In thls

—

field trip reports ...

I

yesi's kst recorded temperature ot
30 degrees ©. Apparenily the name
means "Falher of the Soloicn {lu
the preblem!y' The nike did prove
=g sirenoLs han several paople
sad oxomcted, =0 it could be =aid
a3t it is &n aply named mountair

The graLp =et o, following the wadi
b @s Ib wodned ane rose up Lha
sidr of the mauntain, which meant a
Ta r emount of serambling aver boul-
ders. However, Helen had chosen
tiis perticular rause as the alterna-
Lwe (g sldighl up e side of s
~wpuntgir], wedld have been mush
sloeper, with loose racks. They wara
lugky enough 1o see several waler
SCRRIoNs in a mck pocl, alang with
= galidany dragon fhy snd numergus
toads. In the Iowar paet of -ha wadi
there were several Sid- tipes. Thage
treeds @rs indiganous w roantgin
anil wadi reqions i this part of the
world, ang bear fruit and finwars
twoR 2 wear. 3alah Al Halyan salc
1wl Ihes (rait is regarded g5 A Ioce
ceslcasy and can be found far sale ir
Ihe mmarkcl @t Onzid. Sidr treas are
alzn very thivny and tend to cateh in
tha clolhing of passons by

The only mammals hay saw warg
cemels and feral donkeys which
raaum the pl2ing amund the rmoun-
tain ks Helen thought she saw an
Infian Raller near the top, Bl Al
100 metres was this ather high for
a8 Rollery ther. 3mall unidentifed
birds were swan, znd e osudl
cripes, Tae top of Bu Fars| offers
saime spectacular viows of tha areg,
end ‘oms ped of tne berder be-
tween Oman and the UAE. Todey
thers iz a Fuge comcrete oollard in
p'aca, wilh plagues ehowing 1he
Umani and Emirati natianal om-
b.ams on esch zide. Ten years age
while FIKInG In ke Rus al Jibal assg
hetweer RAK And -he Wusaacam, it
Was quite comman W el Old -
larad dishdashas on crossed sticks,
-atner ke a scaredrow, o1 L op ol
nountains. It was assumed hesa
were be ng Jsed a3 bardet mackers|

Rleport by Haign Enary

Bird Watch Feb/Mar,
a brief overview

The Spring migration is well L.nder
WwWay.,  Scrne highligrts from tne
Dube ares irgluce m pair of et
Abed sccps ook and @ redstar 21
wtushrif Par«, end a spotted =agle
and long-lecged buzzasd  ower
Khor Qubai. & masdow pipit and
11 zong thrushes we-e in Safa
Park. A woedchat ehrike, red-
rumpad swallow, pled wheatears.
bluae rack fhruzhes, chiffchaffs anc
Menstries e1d ocrphean warkle-s
as wdall as o purple hercn 3t Erir-
ates Golf Caurse.

Iy Zabesal wasre th first of tha sea-
S0l slepape grey shrlke, as well as
woodckat shrwes and a pale
phase beoted eagle.  Dubsei'a
\Wimpay pita had numerous litte
greae Wity young,  while tailed
plovers, marsh and Mantagu's har-
rigrs 28 wa as Tomminek's stins
anc citrine wagtsils.

Elawere in ita Ernirabas rad-
breasted ITRMSN52'S  Were  ne-
pored at Dreamland  osach n
Umrn al Qaiwaln,  Hypooolius re-
main at Ghzsntul where an =gyp-
tan nightjar was a@lse seen, while
an edult goldan segle parformad
woll In the decp dosenl, Abu
Dhabi's galden pover conlinuae 1o
dalight ard & gekien @agls nast
with a single chick waz found by a
group including Eritish explurer Sir
Wilfred Thesker in the  Emaby
Cwader in southern Abce Dhabi.

At tha Al wathba canel frack 2
pale phase booted eagle, a
grested honey huzzard marskh ard
palid harricrs, i, course, bi-
macy:aled terks and mary more —
abvicusly B gooo place to visi! for
the blrder.

The abowe repart ¥ taken from
Twilchars' Guids, eaited by Simon
Agpinall and Poter Hettyeor, R0 Eox
45853 Afw Dhahi

a.mait alpendlemiraics. ved ac

<
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| Seasanal Time Budget

Comparison for Spiny-

| Taill Lizards {(Dhubs)

| Winter absereatans of the Ja 1y ac-

Yiwity pallern, of 8 popalation of
Spicve-tail hzams {Uramastys cecya-
tius rnicrolepis], in the Al Ain region

| has resulbed o he (ullowicy cores-

pansons:  [Summer  compesiscns

| are Indicaled in parellicsis).

| The lizards emerge lole during e

ncl Bur-mer mantha, with the eari-
est emergence: recoqded st 0OhIG
LIELESY mnd  the paak beiwear
“NRAC ane ARG fwitn an average

| @mnbitl lerm perebone of 22°C (30'C)

st emeqencel.  Ware time above
pieund is spenl baskng, witt an ge-
grage af 2 hows 32 reindtes
{1h40m] spert an  this  agtivity.
Dasklng accoLnts or 23% {14%) af
the to'al evailahls cayigh! Fe of
the 20 gidy individoals eid mol
amarge at all to hack andar foraga,
samething ot

" absarved durirg the sumner obsar-
| wAtinns

Tine spert foragng was
o1 averdde 53 rinutes (323 min Jtes)
whlch Is &% (4% of the avallaale
dayliaht. A aeak forag'ng pencd ac-
cus  belwesn 12000 wow 14000
(08R00 and 10hO0] wth lizards re-
tmlrg e e Burcws whoen e
emb ent ie-nperabure ia 23'C (400,

C Ol 42% of e chaorvad  neidddd
|| als wenwred out tc forsqe 38 op-

apsed to 95% danag summer. This

\ car be alltibated to the individoals

weighong Lo the cost eneiis of en-
argy  axpanditure  during  foreging
vitien the avallzsle vegetation s
scarce ard of [oay quality thigher cel-
alese FLyrin znd lowsar poolain val-
Les af vegetstion)  Lizerds spend
mara time baskinp, after foraging
bouta, carpared to e oen Imme-
d ate submergencs during aumme-.
Tre laest submergence of an ndl
vidug withessed durng winies was
a: 15055, Dhubs spen: mars of the
guailzble daylighl Faurs, daring win-
fer. soowe ground (21490 WE 135D
and  less  time  submerged G
AT The furthcet disizhoe raw-
alled 1o forage by 2n .ndividua. was
120 retes {280 cu) wils L e
distance being 18 meres (GIm). A
Zegal analysls of &8 fresh pelets

was condaried to cererming insect
ulilisation durisg winer a5 & sourcs
of gratein supplenent, Mo insect
sumding wore ‘ound abbooch 11%
of the pellrs analvsrd montaired
sheep laeces onc 4% dale kenels
znc faplbers, raspacthsaly. Thia
sLggests o ~oie oaporunlstic for
aging tahavacr curing winter than
duniy; sumimer. Mo d ffercriaion
was mede between the zewes az il
s wirgzAlly Impossbic W el e
erxes AnAr in ka field Aand it wnnd
alsm bo axpochee tkat he Jonaviour
Ard diat sR.Aaction would chaage af-
Lz gand zlns, semetilr g nel zhile
o deleminec danng this stady. A
1otal of 480 abseraticn Faurs (40
dhubs) was conduzled (5 mmer and
¥ terd curing he abave reanliened
study.

Inferesfad partieasz are welcoms 1o
cantact Paler Cuncingham “1o0 03-
FEFAGEY or 2 mailt janke.
cuaringhami@hci.ac.eal far  rore
frfartation.

DMNHG Membarship!
Renewals

JONHE rmarmbarship ramains a bar-
£aiv a7 Dhe 50 (zingles of covples),

YaL can |aih ar renesw st meenags
i#ee Memhershin Senretary K=y
Bire)] or by sanding us a choguo
made ot o Llowds Bank sccount
narniber 173740, [F pzsa nols we
cannat cash cheques made oul
the CHHGSE.

DMHS muemoership cnliles you b
paricipate in figld trips and helps o
p=y for our lacwura hall, publicasion
ar<l distibuion  of our monthly
neswsleter acdilions 1o our library,
nedeata  expenses of SREOkRG
and nczas anal 5pecial projesls.




Arabian Carmlvore Con-
servation Conference

Gharjah's Rreeding Gentre for =n-
dangerad  Arabian  Wildlife wes
sponsor and hoet b February to &
carfarance on Arabien camivores
ginel e S bian Latn, Tzawililalad bay
representatves Tom the Conser-
vzlkw Bneoding Spacialist Sraup
of the Interraticnal Union for the
Conscrvation aof Matura {IUCHK)
The ecorferanca assembled field
1es0Archers and braading and ani-
rmal m=nagemen! apecislist: “rom
ha LAE, Soud  Arabiz, Yemen
and Cman, a3 well 85 internstional
speciglists, with the gaim of drvel-
calng 4 consenddilan assossman
and  managemend  program
[CAMP ) for all 2 pucics and 2 marg
detaiad population habital apd wi-
abllity assess et (FVAY Tor Lhe
Arabien leapard ard the Araban
iahr,

In a combingtion of sma | werking
proups for canids, felids and tah-}
and peleaany sesslons, tha expers
tried to Fasemhle purrepl and his-
tarical  lnfernatlon atout  oosur-
rences and ranges, dentlfy and
wwitluale rsgls (if any), and de-
lermine prariies foe ressars) and
canscrwalion, including in scme
cazes captive breeding of endan-
pored and olhicr spacies.

The conferenge materia s included
a thick briafity) book *kat campiles
excamts from the still relathechy
Lnarsa published nformation that
existg abeur “he Comiveres 1opic-
sanlad in Arabia. A copy £f this
invzuahle resource  has  been
i ed aviileale o e DHHG for its
liprary.

The final conference reparls ard
recommiendeliong ane in prepare-
thoe. Llsied bolow are 2 few gan-
aral gbgervafions that nay not
HIMErye axprecely from bhe confer-
ence reparts, bt that seemed sig.
flficanl e a knowladgeabds rar-
prefessional nbervar:

- Bath the neturs! gnd heman envi

wmore uews .......... ——— 1

sonments “or conservetion can be
very differznl ia differeny Arakian
caunliias, For eearrpls, he Arabizn
wiolf population in Sauci Arabia is
consldeied  skable, Bhmiarly, Lha
Arahian  lropard  populastion near
Salalak e thaughl b be exception-
ally dense and |z nat consldered 1o
ber unde- aclive threal due ta its gc-
currence Ir a remole and uninhag-
ted area. The ovaerall size of the
ared, however. lImts the scope for
populadien expensicn.

Some animale thought to ba
estinet” in the UAE may hal ba, For
example, here are &t feast thres re-
ant irdications that the reilsl or
honey Radoer may Sl ge wih Lg,
and may range froon Abu Dhaebi to
ihz East Coast. Mevertheless. nuon-
baur:s ard wsranaly sma l.

- Cenputer modoling indicaes hal
mainterarce or increase of the Ara-
biary lenperd populalion is extremaly
sengilive to aoull female mortal by
[er remove! Ex trapping].

- It appears that the entire Hafar
MAIniain papulakon ol fha Arabian
lecpard it now restricked to the
rarthornmos] armas any, ia, fmm
spproximately Al-Sin noth to the
Musznuarm. 1 o, lhis populalion
efmast cetainly represents an igo-
latad! brasding papulation, sinca ils
nearest neighhors are In ke Salalzh
area.  Since Baproximately helf o*
thils range lics wilhn ke UAE, his
emphasizes the LAE's special re-
spangiilily For Lhe carserdation of
{hig encangered Al in the wild.

Repit By Gary Feuner

Bark stnpping for
medicinal purposes?

Durng recenl hikes wih Gary
Feaulner irn lhe Musancam, we no-
ticed that fhe spny perennlsl As-
lrergetlus fascicuifolius, a membear
of the Legurningzae (aea) family,
wis hoavily ubliscd by demestic!
faral goela. Thie hardy ehrub ie

common throeughou! e Ras al
khaimah 2nd Fujgirah mounizins.
The spoy lops zee trad tdonally
uzed to stuf wincowa of mauntein
hamas 50 a5 [0 Locp Dirds ane
grall mammals cul. Reascas fnr
lhe geats brawsing hls ssarr ngly
Jnpalaizhle shrub are uncertain
and poesibly die b he “drooghn®
candllens exaerlences] throughavt
‘te g-Ba. Howewver, ancther rea-
san colld be foo mecklral pur-
poass.  Curing "drougat oonci-
tlens the physical cencition of un-
gulatae datarorsts  Isading to
stress ard oft2n an Increase in the
intzrmal parssie load. Under thess
coridiliong  urgulates wauld thor
wilze wegeslion wilh merdcnq
atbributes, debarrmirac’ during awi-
Jdtlen. Thls phencmena is known
Io pocur wilh wldlife i1 Soollicaim
Afrea, where the bark from the
irec Albizie arlbacminlicd {worm-
Gura A bizia) i stipped 1o ecadi-
cale  nterhal  parasltes  umder
atraee [arcucht or njary} condi-
tens.  OMher plants also vsed by
wildlife 1o cyre ther of inlernal
pargsitey  inchids Alds specias.
Whatever e reasnn, the wufilisa-
trar, of Astragalus fascicalifvlios 15
Interestag, a5 red e hlkers in the
Musandam and Hajar mou-ldins
have not prevlodsly reponed the
obvious haawy browsing prassurs
by gaats ar thls shruby, &nd aaoulc
be invealigeled further.

Rapor by FPefer Conmingitam

Matural Ernirates.
F: Hpatfowndes Liainierset.com

Arabijan Wildlife

Magazine:
htp e meabianwildl fa.care

LIAE Fishes: A Weah
Suide:

hitp:diwann-use-E. york. 2o, uk!
mjb117

The Bahrain Bird Report
h:tp:twaww geocitias com !

Yogemiteroetd
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name kel home
CGhairman Gary Feulnar 3043 BETO
mesgagea; 3B H300
Wice Chzirrnan Yalerie Chalmers 294 B10
Tramaurar Peter Griffin U ERIRE F
et 2l grili@emirales rat.ga
Membershlp Secretary Kalhy Bird 268 IE0T

Ficldlip Ca-ordirgton

F.aldirip Co-ordinater
MHewslattar Editor
Publighar

Librarian

Zz/og Asslstant
Speakar Co-ardinator

Grisl Englneer

Mary Beardwood

Jan Danning

Anna Grifin

Desnne Whita

Beryl Comar

e mail: kathybgemiales.nel.as

d42 266
e.mal: mlkerzrsgdemnina es.nel.2e

221 1462

564 0342
a.meil: grfi@emirates.ne..aa

Patar van Amsterdam 269 2515

emal pranadiemirales.net.as
442 9153
il dgwiite Semiraes sl ae

344 2243

a8.mail: cekmar@emnirates.net.ae

Mermhber at Largs Sandy Fawler Gdd Pl
Postmaster Gall Gordan 394 HETE
Mur-ibarship Sessis Einl Barbara Hayward 304 BEE

tel office fax
191 3320 2500 4315
ro calla pis. 398 avzEr
a4 gaz 394 Ge?
Wialuntear raquirad 258 3537
244 1373
331 - 483
304 032 584 ogg2
335 5405 265 1654
Wolunbesr required
344 1510
WVoluntesr raquired
no cAlla als Add 2245
349 9aTy
ZB80 029 336 THFG

DHNHG Annual Genaral
Meeting

Cwr Merch & rneating was slsa tha
Annua Gengral Meetng,  Chair-
man Gary Faulrar -eported that
menmbership stards ai mane than
181 paid memherships and the
bu k af CHNHS funds (Dhs 20,0000
haa besn put in 53 nlerest hearing
Lirr o daposil.

Alse noled were: the active pro-
grarmma cf field iripa, the sucsess-
fud recruismant of e field  Leip
leadars, lha continuing dewalop-
mert of the Gazelle, and an k-
couraging trial of e “woroshop®
Conceak for members with a 2ar-
tirular irtargst in & speciin fizld.

Thanks were expressed to tha

DHNHG's maonllily socakues, all of
winom speak withaul  financial
campensalion, ool to thues mom-
bare who Feve swalentearad o
o ar the DMIG Sommitlee.
Thei- dadicalion makez the
giedp’s aclvites secom cffortloss,
sthoagh fhese in fact -equirg a
graat caal ol individoe beme aod
FRRTY

Soetial  acknowledgemeont  was
given 1o Chalrers Enginearing,
whiza for many wesars has provided
our pubic addrass systam. as wall
A3 legistical suppor and beverage
salnso ol moelings.

Most of e oulgicing Somm Lsa
rmembars nad screed 1o stand fer
ra—glaclior, and a raw Zarnm Hea
for P00G-2001 was elected &g
shicwar o [his page.

Tharks were axpressed 1o relirng
Enginaaring Cfficar Bob Whis,
wha hag sered for faur years ond
will ba raturning to North Americe
a! the end of the school year,

Letters to the
editor

Mewa? Wiewa?

Write o us st PO Box 823d, or
| shimply “ax J c-rnail Aona Sffin or
any of e committee members
| sted on page 7.

1
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Dubkai Natural History Group Programme

Lectures at Jumeirah English Speaking Schaal, Gymnasium 7,30 pn far 8.00 prm

Apnil 2 All things ¥Weird anc Wonceril  Dr Marlcka aongblcas

Apil 30 Fsningy through time n the arghian Gl Fe acchacolugical skary = Bars, Buewch
{Please note that this 1s our May mesthig)

Juae 2 Menbers Migh!

Fisld Trips A DMHG menkars ealy, please, Doelaiks on page 2.3

Mt 24 Aorek L Wad Magab with Nes ephor

Bl ¥ A Wadiwals wth Alan Haotoy

Mrs Valerie CHALMERS

PO Box 12070 S
Dubai /\ @
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