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Members’ News

Lying around and moving
an

GChrstine Mamour reports kestpela in
her trees af weme as well as a pair
circling ousside her Emiratas Towars
windowes @b wark,  In e backyand
oond she has now obsarvee, close-
up, tre emergerce of two damselflies
frarm hair 1&gl yraph-siags sxaskals-
ion The arocess ends, she says,
wilth & linal sarfnging free of tha tail,
sfter which the newly emeged and
slill relalively  cwleadess  damsalfly
must allow i'6 wags o unwrinkle and
dry out. For hang peope-ly still on the
lewn to watch such avents, Chriatine
rescom mends waling wnil the kids are
gway and lacking the doge in the
ause,

Bird Hecordars Mike and Jil Dates
will be leawing ug next mank,  They
wWill e rekacAling o Mica, France but
hope to retum to Dubai or a regular
biersis, w5 Mikea woll De continuing his
curant werk from "Fome" \We hops
to sea them ol meelirgs from time to
tima.

Oid-Timers

Wil e wean 2000 al @ dusa, we'd
like to say thenks to a numoer of
CMI IS members who have basn with
ua for moat of the past decede, ad
sama for longer than that. We lehd
i birk of Dukar as e transient placs,
and if's true thal we often seem 1o be

saying goosdbye, but 2 goodly num-
her of old fiends remair, \Wih
Apaledgles Lo arwans we mighl hawve
inadvarbtanily omittad, here's our at-
lenpt 3l an cld-dlimer's st Sather-
imd and Salah Al-Helyan, Dawid
Brecdford, Anne-farie B, Valerie
Chalrars, John & Parm Gola, Sandy
& Bard Coma--Fowler, Peter La-
wies, Alan Dicksen, Lanjec E-€pd,
Gary Feulner, Gail Gordon, Bidan
Jally, Marjska Jongblead, Jfulietbe
Habouhi, Barbara Hayward, Angela
Karmrmer, FRoza KkRan, “ictoria
Koyeown, Roasmary Leila, 5mon &
Lema Linton, Blgil Land, Fran
M'Caw, Steven & Cynthia MNowak,
Roher, & Patricia FHoseth, Saet
Shunmar, Judilh Steffard end Cr UI-
rich Wernery.

New Committee to be

elected

Aonumber of Cammlites membars
will he ratiring =arly in the Maw Year
and we shall need volunteers ta re-
place *ham, al or befare the Annusl
General Meeting in Margy 2001,
Armarig ke positions thet will be
caming epen @re Treagurer and 3
z=acond Fiedd Trip Caordinater. It
vl hswe an interast ir -hese or any
athar Ceinrnilles pasitians, o if you
wish do dlscuss the  posslbllity,
plegysy sunlscl  silhar Chairnzn
Gany Feulher, Yige Chairman Vale-
rie Chalmers. ar Lhe relevan: Sam-
mittea mamaar.

The DMHS has funsboned as el
a5 it has becaaze e wark has
bear Shared znd everyons has
dene higlher part. For several years
wed biawe had 160 of mars paic
mevberships, ameuntng o some
2258 individuzls. This is an indicatiore
het we are doing hings that peaple
tind intoresting, appealing ard valu-
abla. Your Falp i neaded in order ic
allesy the group 10 eoncnue s cor
rant gwel of sctivitiea erd 12 expand
tham conslstent willr member e
et The group will ahways e whal
we rmake of it ldeas are ewer wel
come, hut te time and affart of wal-
unteeis ane necessay (o see hem

taraugh.

Bigsaling Agriculture
Centre

Ab tne Ruveayyah fivover (#3) an ihe
Ctubai-Al-An Road sils a yeas-od
property slcnposied a5 the Biosallrs
Agricultare Sentre. Can anyorg el
us mare ahout s nsttotlen and 1s
wrork T

This month’s Contribu-
tors

| The Editor would like to hank Ihe
[ follewing bor thalr raports:

Pater Cuaninghatrn
Gary Feulngr

| Mally MoQuairie

[ Chrisline Mamaur




Field Tripys etc ...
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Mature Walk
Friday 9 February

Waleria Chalnmrs will lead this gentle
weals up Wadl Daftah, where e iz o
variaty a® lifa in the pogls a5 well a3
plenly of flora and faunz. There will be
B chanca to climb vp to & ruined
wiatzh tawer. Wear comforiable shoos
and bring enough waler and 3 packed
lunch. 4 x 4 notl essential.  Mest at
the Hilton {Trade Cenire Hotel) cow-
cred carpark at Bam far an B15am
start.

Bat Tombs, Oman
22123 February

Pater van Amsterdam iz leading bis
trip to the Tombe =t Bat in Oman on
Thursday., Camp ovemight and walk
the Grand Canmvon Rim or Fridsy
This tip alizady has ils ol comple-
mant af parigizanis bul thosg already
redizlerad, who recoire wilher infor-
rnztion, pleasze cortact Pater gn M-
G42507T.

Musandam Trekking in the
Fain

Mather Maluie pilched in bo make
Mick Hepher'zs Musardzr hike 2 de-
cletcaly aut-of-tho-ordinary educationsl
gxperiancd.  Tha inlrepid gronp ef:
Bukbal In ram end continued In drizzle
1o F.AK, whwra the inerioe peaks af
e Ru'us A-dba could be seen free
of gloud.  Alhamdulilahl  The hike
stared at e high poind en the WwWad®
Bir road and praceeded under over-
east skies, but dey, unlil ureh at 8 1ar-
raced farmstead a little past noon,
A'cng the way the grovp negatiabed
precipitous  Musandam  slepes  and
gulliss dodtad wilth almonds {Prunus
arahicug, the cominart free at highsr
alavatlons} and mountir figs (Fious
ichannis),  Less sonspleucus. bl
dbaudidant, wens tha delicala brrenching
fenn Onychiur divaricatum and seed-
lings ot wnnuals Ga-anium
mescatenss and Srediunm 2, a3 well
a5 an assuwrtmaent of hazlthy lichane —
all apparently the beneficiarles of
radssl raing a month betora.

The otting was hiled as a “contour
walk” and o it was, until at 8 steap

sromontory Mick sald, "Here, we Qo
Jdean,” and avaryona laokad arocund
to sae where we could possiBy oo
disvn. But in facl thene wes a "rai.”
or sorta down B ateen ravina srmong
houlders sot In sall.

After lanch, wo explorad the ter-
raced area in dricde, finding little
sholier undar the dreugat-thinnad
samr  [AnAnia  odilis] oand  adr
[Zizyphug spina-coristl toes.  Mike
Lomigan delqured to disgaver end
phiodogragh & annding hot in gaod
conditian [but with low cwarheacd as
uswral),  Sthers enjoyved the shelter
as wall a5 ihe photo oppo-tunities of
an abancored bul well presened
Muzandam home, = bayt al-qufl,
win large bull-in podtary skoraga
jara. One phenamenpn we noticed
a5 tho jan Increased was tat the
cilty 1emaAced firldz did nat immedi-
ately abgora all the qalewator, whlch
puddiad ug instead,

n tha way back, the rain persistad
and Mick blazed a new trail aleng
ook ledges to ewoid weat gollisa.
Thig vecrred wel unki we came (o5
larger ravina cul in bedrock. Abows
U & watertal poured Into t1e chan-
rel. Below ug, the bedrook dropped
off Into another watoerfall. And In the
micdla af tha zhanmel, #nol =55 a -
cumber [possibly cacler, ghen that
hea wae saeking wat], stood Mick
aatride the current to ensure That
gwarybody got across safey lo regin
the mein teil. Despite ke circum-
starcés, thiz crossing becama the
oceasion for & number of ene-of a-
kind phatoa.

The weather wag alsa the apportu-
nly T A raingear BEshion shawe
Mike Lomigan wag bursting the but-
lons of his AL Chinesa yalaw raln-
cazt (single use only?l, Gealf Cos-
SO was ouckad oot in e elirzictive
orange-pink pls#ic frock (borrpwed
frafm Mike), Jirn Figcheor lookod ke
Fa wes afill Fiking in Censda,
Claudia Kibure seemed a bi lest in-
Eide a baggy hlack rainsuil homouwed
fram Mick. sawveral folks wara arvi-
cug af Gary Feulner's pack-covering
parcha [sultasls, hawsvar, only In
the absence af strong winds), And
Angela Kent legrned why wet T-ghirt
wimitests ame usually held en sunny

Flwlca beaches,

The rain stopped befora we reachad
the cars, bt at least ene final crdeal
aweited - lhe deacent to Wadi Bih
va awitchbocks covered in slippery,
cinging mud. Low pas- was de ri-
gelr for controd. As I lo emphasize
the oolential denger, the groop
passed a large LWL that had losi
conirgl Aand alkd into the meler-drea
d-ainaga diteh hat runs slong te
uzhill side of te road. & rascue at-
lermpl under the clrcumstances was
ot aof the cusstion.

Tha finel vncarte'nty was Wadi Bib
itself. Had enowgh rain fallen te im-
geda our pessage? Tha snswer
was no.  Dosplte several hours of
rgin, ne tributary atresrmz carriez
flowing water Inte wWadl Blh, and
fhere wiere smAl piddles o be
crosscd at only a few low spots In
‘Fe tragk.

Fagat by Gary Fewmar
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Our Next
Speaker

[ravid Stead has been an erthusi-
astic falconer sinca chikdbeod. s
slared hiz falconry apprenliceship
at ihe Bge of 14 whilat 8 student i
the UK, and began bz falconry ca
reer at 18 in England, working for a
faleenry taam. Alter 8 vears Davic
mogved to 8 breading cenbre for an-
dangared Atrlcan raptets N Mpu-
malanga, Soutn Affica A5 haad fal-
canar. Thara ha was Invobved bn the
reh akilition of wild-njured birds anc
in oduczlong the ganetal  publs
abaul  envirgnimental  igeuas  par-
laining o rapiers. 12 has been Ir
the LAE “or 3 vears sa falcorar for
the Anirral Managomanl Sonsul
tangy, training @ te=rn of Falcans
that ara used lor plgecn controd
flighla at varicus high profile haels.
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Field Clips ......

Vanishing Desert

The lorg holiday weakend provided a
gond oopartunity to ravislt e largs
desart aray south and wast of Al-Ain,
variously o= lird Ramilzt Al-Ham -a, Ho-
relma, ar the Eastaty Dazad.  Sirce
te early 13205 this aree has been
gerved by & nelwok of galch roeds
et fagililete secess Lo agriculural
plarmiations, including soma very lerga
rurseries. The road nedwork has not
teen cipanded shce the mid-19390g,
but the main areries are now land-
suaped will thres rows of axctc
shrubs on either side, nourished by
drip Imgation.  1he total langih of roed
in Questior is came 225 kilnmetrez  [n
acdiion, these roads are fonced wila
chain-link fanze lopped by barbed
ware, with acesss via mannad and un-
manned gelas at majer junctions and
selected oiher locatiorns. A signpost at
8 workstation glgng the wey inglcales
that 1hls 13 2 "Roadzide AForesietion
Project™ for the area, ard it iz at least
possibe that & principal parposs of e
fencas is ic prevent foreging cemels
Tans eAling e AN0RGERed Siebs, i
additicn ta kesping them ol the roede.

Fuitlrg ashde quesbores ol Ui purposa
ed expanse of roadaide aforestatlon
a7t fensing, and its possible aasihatic
Appeal, these developmenls have a
nurmnber of disadvanisges for iraval ars
in search of @ "desert exporicnce.®
Fitsl, k& readeide plantings datrect
fromn ~he Fnpression of raw wildemess
ral 15 a majar par of the apgpeal of the
desar. Secand, it is no Ipnges possis
ble Just to stop at sconk: spols akng
tha roed and walk or picnic in the adjes
venl descrl. The lance is a bammies fo
all.  Third., and perhaps moast omi-
nously, i one has in fact succaeded in
entering and navigating  the  sands,
whch ean be formideble in thiz areq,
one must keep Inombad that It 1z fot
poeeibla to aexil at will — yau can onky
=xis al gates in the fence, which ass
feny 2 tar bBelwasn. This may con-
demn the wesny deser Irgueller to -
ther tme amd travall.  E&ling oould
prowa especilly problematic sfler rain.
when sabkha roulus  fwhere  moss
gates ae located) are inpassable,

And what of the desert it9elf, bevond
thia roadslde plartings aed B fencos¥
It hes 1o be esid hat the big dunes

and pars and ihe open vistag re-
malr Speciacular, but an clisar in-
spaction tha wviaw at year-ang 2000
is froubling,  The nommal desen
vegetalion appears o have besen
devaatated by 8 combingtion of
drovght and evargrazing by camels.
In dune aress. most wegetstion is
brown and cropped, much of |t ap-
parenthy dead. Thea tip off thet this iz
rot just the result of drought 1S the
trapaing, ANd ke Fct thar e
specimens of the wispy shrb Calll-
ganum gomosum, the sedoge Cype-
nis condlomealus, and wvon ho
flowaring haliolrape  Heliotieaium
digenurmn. su-vive i good condition
high on iha soft lae alopes of durea,
where they 2re too muck frouble for
catmals 1o reach.  In sand flats, Zy-
aophydlum, & choice of last reson for
camals, 4 row  owenwhalmingly
dominant, and in fact appears to
have axtanded itz habitet irta o
dures.

MNume-gus terparary camel statlans
det flzter aroes. The largast he-d
obeerved wea =ome J0 strong,
These anlmals are walered and of-
ten fad on sila, but by day they ara
releaged to forage the landecape,
which ihay saem o do very well.

I5 thare any good news? Wil
mavhe. Tne cape hare {Lepus cap-
ensis) appears ta be thriving, per-
rape because | likes Zygoptyluan.
Tris may halp to meinlain popula-
s of predators such as red fox.
dase't sagle awd, end long-leggac
bugzard, A reated report |s also In-
tluded in thig isEUE.

Rapor by Gary Feriner

AN eye-opening experi-
ance

2n |8 racen: hika in ke Muaandam
epmiegthing happened that | weni
target in @ ey, Al the end of the
hika 1 felt someihing in My eye
which | houghl might b & kair. On
refuming home my eye became pra-
gressivoly wense, gllbwoogh | oot
lpcate the spurce of she preblem, |
awoke wiln & slarl at appraxiniately

dam with inlensg pain and shone a
terch In & matrr 30 as 1o sae s eya
Baitar. To my witer harror | 58w lar-
vae of same kind crawd g around. |
was shocked and efter caonvincing
my wife to taks & ook, we pro-
coeded 1o remows §  maggots!
lariagfwormng, appreximately 1-Znm
In length. Moadless to say | did nod
sleep @ wink after ikat and at dawn
rushed [ the kcal hospital Tar pro-
fesgional aaaigtarce.  There | waAs
mel with ineradulaus stares ad a
“nudge-nudge, , weink-wink”  adtitude
witich did rol gu down weall,. T ER
iaff found "nothing” in my ave ax-
repl “imacos, hal Sormctimes can
loo like wsamne 3ir’ — | left for 8 pri-
vate medleal practize wizhout delay.
The doctor hera was more sympa-
thetic and professlenal and, &l
though ha found naothing in my eye,
made ar appalrtmeant with an 0pa-
thr melngist. | retumed home and
dug oul ancter larvae, put 13 oh lce.
and elmoest geva in iz road rage on
the way o the next apao et
Hare the Jphthalmalogist con-
fronted with my evidence, Jaled
Wt i oags his sotard such sase e
hie carser, {the athar being & Nige-
rian n the LS4, wio had also becr
sedan 83 med with his clem of
warms In his eye). He suggesteo
that my problem could ke the larvee
of some Kind of fly. Tho laboratoy
cormfirned this. slthough noo quick
s wEne sugousicd, ceoopl r-
chanically remgwing them &5 | had
been doing. | eventually removed a
tatel of 10 lerwes. | Could heve
passed sonethlrg At my ope due-
ing tha trip becauss | hed basn col-
leglirg fox faeces and seraschirg
around in bet guamo.  MNow tte
glightost imiEAten Sl Bonds me
rushing in pEnic for the clizest mir-
rar.  This incidanl carfrmed my
gereral alitude lowards erhmpads,
Thier inaral af e stoene: Cor'l urder-
estimzte the powe: of neture pnd
certainly dan't handle faeces without
glovee or without wsehing your
hamds scon afterwards, This should
E5AY¥E 3E 8 ramindar thet hiking doee
have its risks and nat afl threats
haye leath andior tangs.

Reporf by Peler
Clcdemieles. nat.as

Cunningham
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E.mail YOur
griffi@emirates.net.ae,
(Aral 10 justified) or de-
iver ther on floppy disk
[at monthly moolings.

reports to

Eastarn Degart Watch

A chllly bollday cuting In the Easten
Deesert, 5W of Al-Ain, resultad ir
sone Fiteresting wildife observa-
tans by Feter Cunningham and
Gary Feulner:

Marmals: The cope hare [Lopus
capanEeie; Wwaa the anby wid mammal
ancodntenad  allve:  three wera
fleshed during excursions o1 foot i
areas near gravsl masas, and abun-
dant frac<s were aren. The gzpe
tare does not burrow oub Ssimply
“wsts i redires in hollipws Benerih
ahrubs, ledges ar vher cover. Hare
sracks can be quila var able depend-
Ing on the speed af mation, up or
dowhill directian, and the firnnees
of the saqd. Whh lz tacs sproad,
tha hara can make a frack resem-
bling hal af 2 cat, and 11s daws an
miric ihose 3een in fox priats. Ger-
Bl prinks wers 2000 0 Q colpls ol
Araas As well as = aingle st f jar-
hod tracks.  Fox racks wera rare,
But & dead red fou (Wulpes wipes)
was found [n & shellered rslow bo-
low & mese,

Reptiles: Sy day, Peter succesafulhy
"fishad" for tha whita-apotted lizerd
theanthodactdus  schmidtl), proba-
bk dhe mas: commonly esen izard
In ke decpor desets. He also saw
B cingle =eand cskink ar "aand
fish” (Scincus miranus). By nigni,
the caol tamperghiree may hewva
kept some desen dwellers indoots.
Laniamr light ravealed tha tragks of 3
coLple of sand boas and mome
whila-spaited lizesds, plus 4 speci-
et of e noclurnzl Arabian saqd
gacks Stenodaciviva arabicus, the
UAE's smallesl cosom gockd, whoss
emomath akin eppeare almaet t-ane-
parent and whose forcfeol ara dis-
Lirmztivaly wab bed.

larks and degad

Birds: Hoopoe

wheates (males only) ware ralativaly
comman. & faw oreeted IArke wers
Ben H0ng the rogd, some refatlely
feanlass dusan?) warblors nag: e
read Bl in the sands, &nd house
spamows at oases and gatehouses,
feeding o the plantings, Ir ghaf
gmvas = bit more aut of the way, 8
pair of long legged buzzords  was
sean (probabiy a breeding pair] as
well 3% 3 nests of brown-necked raw-
a1y, @l l=ast ona of them epparently in
use. A litfle ol was seen near its
burow Bensath the gravel raof af a
mesa a&nd numerous  simiar shes
yicldud pawl pallels. Ora larmer owar-
hang appeared to have been used as
regular "picnic” site. In addition to owl
pelleta, it contained Ilzarc, hare, skink
and passibly be: banes, as well 83
rmost of the careass of a amall dhab.
Al of thaze wers prabably tha re-
maiig of proy of a [itle owl of dagerl
eagle cwl, but the site 8lzo contained
hare prints and fox dreppings, ndloat-
indg ihat it was & papular sita for mara
than one apecies.

Report gy Cary Fetiner

Mangrove Afforestation

A recent arigle in the Khalegj Times
Infarms us that the Umm Al-Qaiwain
baged Marne Resources and Re-
search Gerlro {MRARG) of e Mirislry
of Agriculture Bnd Fisheries i3 en-
gaged in séwaral projecis intendec to
facilite:e mangrave afforestation in the
UAE. |1 is reporbedhy noped thet hia
will help create fish nurscry arsas,
pratect coaetal arass from eroeion,
and help i greening  the  deserl
casEsls.

An MRRC report puis the arer o
mangrove forest In the WAE, Inciuding
meinland and islang intertidel zpnes.
at 2,950 hectares. The only spevies
present g Awisennia maring, the man-
OO Spedics most bolerant af salinity
and low tempereturga, The srticls in-
tisates, but without giving detu 15, Hhat
8 eharp daclrg in mangrove re-
BUrees Fag booen registorsd macantly.

In the morthern Emrales, although de=
valapmanl has frequeanily baen at the
axpense of coastal knors and wet-

lzncls, destmiclion of mangrove ar-
Bas has solar bosh Imlted ang Nas
heen canzentreled maindy . Ras Al
Khamah. where the RAK Free Zons
ami a new shopping mall hewve an-
croached on peripheral mangroves
n Khoe- Hulaylah and Ras 2l Khai-
mi2h Khar, respactivaly, D the
othar henc, in Dubai, & mERgravs
afforestallon projeet over the past
decads hae succeasfully "grasned”
the headd of Duadi Creek, an arsa
which is ctherwise undawaleped.

Hesdless davedapmmant rarmaiis e
grectest enemy of mangroves,
Snca mangraves ara, by dealinilion,
Imertldal, large wangrove oresis
require extansiva areas of muddy
ground  sublect to period e tHdal
flopding.  Such land is of iile other
coonemic wse and s offen theught
af &5 g cardidate for “improvemant”
by aredfill ar dredg Ing. As @ resdlt, |
ihe mengrowve aforestation hopas of
MERELC and he MAIniginy are e suc-
cead, thay may hawe to rma«a thair
casa more effectively to local mu-
nigipalilise.

MRRC fiald experimenis have siud-
led the surdval and growth of
Avicennia marire.  Among othar
lhlrgs. i has beon faund that man
grave aesds will not propagata el
sallnitles  greater tham 0 ppl
[epaweter is 35 ppt), affer mora than
12 hours Im erude oil, orin soil haw-
ing an oil saturation af me'a Lhan

25%.
Repo! by Gary Feulher

DNHG Membarship and
Renewal

OMWHE memhership remains 8 bar-
galn at Dhs 50 (sIngles or couples).

o Ay iCin o renew al reetings
or send a checue b Fi Skannarton,
DM Moemberskip Secrelany, PO
Box 25561, made oul o Lioyds
Bank acceunl ha 173743, (Pleaso
note we gannot caeh chagues mads
out 1o ke DNHG)  Membership is
valid from  Sepiernbar 2000 o
Adaqust 2001,

| 2




Fnpe ¥

Book reviews...

—_—

Dubai Natural
History Group
Recorders

Heqtiles - 17 Hera Khgn

ces 34 R243

al I 0442

Lo {ull) 349 2437
.-’-rv.'.]'.:l-.-.nbg}' = Robert Lovclae:

rea BdE CHOE

I elaiicenicutes. el ar
Hirds -

deaabella - ey Lo o

res 'H—i- audd

Las 344 2243
Aawowwu.y - Larojed EL-Fouli

Tor Jia-583 (03

ol (Rk-247 Y34
Ceotopy - Gy Feuloer

e e 26T

fax 3340 3550
lizaerla - Walerly Chaluera

res 349 HITG,

Law 308 3727
Lipzeis - Gy Frulner

[see abawne}
Fsarnrnals - Marijoe [onghloed

re G

[un 328 7HaL

mjnrg Bl oot oa

MMarine Like [..'l.mju-d Il-Keh

[wee abuve)
lanes - Valerte Clabcr:

(s nhiorel

Tle revucdess are oot necesarily
aovennlic capuris i Lhesic desipmated
fir/de, In Facd, most are sl How

aver, chay are inceeeaced and know]-
vidpralle wnalcurs
chem i Lo Lave du IJJL\;I.'I.'KLLI'.H re-
[IrLs HF quaTies.

please conteek.

‘The mtemtiot 13 hal Jwurosados
will ke chanmalled ﬂ'.rn'ng]'. tn the
Graveilr wibelur. 200 nesar Enfarmation
onts b dared widy oll wor readers,

UAFE Plant Checklist

It iz & pleasure b anmouaca tha publ -
catiar of the Annatetec Check-liat for
Flants in the LIAE. This G0-paga soaft
cower hooklal compiles, in 8 singla
Mece, the more than EG0 plant spe-
cles 0 far idunlilied to oppy- in te
LAE. As such. It is an Indlspensatle
tefermnde. It incomparates the wark of
numercus 4ol kectors, both profession-
als ard emetaura. over the past two
dacades and more. Most identifica-
livns ara basac on determinations by
professional laxonomists and reler-
GNCe spacimans are citac ir vrtoally
8l cases.  In afdivien, the checkllst s
gnnotated with a bref descrption of
gech plant species anc a1 Indicathon
of ils favoured habitat, range end
abundance,  Recent and polentially
canfusing synonyms are algg given,

T thecklist was comailed by Ihe
DHHGs own Dr Marlcse Jongbaod,
authar of Liv g Desert, Grasn Guride
to the UAE and pther UAE nalural his-
tory books, 10 collaboration wth DOr
Benno Boer, farmedly A hakite: spe-
ciallst with WNARC and ERWDA, and
Rob Westarn of Abu Dhabi, aulbar of
The Flwa of the Lnilsd & ab Emirates
{URE Univarsity, 1939, The pus-
lIzsher I3 Zedlac Pablishing of Dubai.

Publlcaor of tha chacklist wee apon-
sorad qintly by the three WAE natural
history groupss -- tha DNHG ard tha
EMHGa in Abu Dhabi and Al=hin, The
Aby Dhabl EMHG alse contributed
towards the vork of compiiation itself.
Publleation af the chacklizt was fall to
be particulary apprepiate for DMHG
snnsoship, sinca it recards s wepliE
af aocunlated uopuldished informa-
fian about Ihe naturel history of the
UAE and facllizles and encaurages
further study. At the game time it was
recogrlzed that the nalore of tha proj-
wot wae such that it wae unlikely for
various reasons 1o e Lnoarsken an
a profestional basin =nd had little
proapect of aft-actng funding threugh
prlvata cantribufions.

Copies af tha UAE plaat checklist will
be avallable a1l DNHG mowings al &
“ost of Dhe 15,

m—7:

Arabian Wildiife Maga-
Zine

Arablan Wildlife magazine & buck,
published once again by Tridant
Praaa and edited by Peter Yine, Ink
fiated under tha sponsorship of the
Mational Commission for Wil fe
Cansarvation and Development in
Riyadh, the magazine has now baen
ra-irtroducad = 8n  unaffiliated
quarterly.

Arablan Widlfe coninues o fealure
e exceplivnal photogrephy  that
w3 alwaya its rademark, 25 well as
a breadh of subject matter. Tha
current  jague  (Issue 9, Winter
ZHW231) includes {emang other
1hings} repans an ihe arval of A
bia oryx at Arebie's Yild.ifa Cenire
in Sharjah and the developrment of
tha latasl zaplive bred Arebiar leop-
ard cubs, a5 well 3% articles on date
paltrt  cullivatiorn, warisus  Arakian
wildlife such a5 cetacesns, chams-
lesns, sand-grousa and porcupines,
end Ihe Girdlife of the remaole gouth
eastern coast of Chhan,  There is
aven B apaciel faatura on wildosts,
designed far scrool use.

Coples of the cerent lesus of Ars-
bian wWildlifz will be gvailable on an
Intresduetony bazis at the DNAG
meetings in January and Fehnan
2001,

Mautilus Report

Paticia Rosettl found a good specl-
manl of peper nzuties (argonagse
hlang) at Mina Scyahl at low fica an
Cecombear 23, A weak |ater she
found 3% e at Rare Esach
&.2cm, Fornoand Gom,

A repart nothe Guif Mews on 14
January slatas  al thers has basn
2 call tg glose the Iron bridge access
1o Ranrs beach, The Wridga is =0
dlizpidated thet i! "pould ge lepse al
any Ime and pazed a se-lous threat
to iife" seid & spokesmen for ihe
Trafie Depadmart. I has bescn n
this conditicn for guite some time g8
ket shallars will know.!
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Maolly's Snakehite

JEdilor's mobe: Molty Mellugrae of the
EMNHE M Abu DRabi [afte 5 DAHE
membar and Garelie subserber] wes
part of ihe guiz-winming feam at faxst
yoars  inler-Emirates  Weakshd 0
Figeimh.  Shke hes submitled goca-
sEiel Mol reoords o the Gazels,
st racenfly ot clant ships i the
Hatta ares. Mol is 3 Ramds-on mahi-
rad Aistory BUR and her sohool class-
racen i Aby Dhaly ftas fang hald 4
coligchion of locaf fosds and cfhar ani-
rlars. Sfee atso dabives in somewtat
fegs Denigr crasfures such a5 scarpl-
anz and wpers.  Tharg 8re pooupd-
Hona) haZards, however, 25 Mol re-
ports bakaws, |

Kaith ibhins, John Reid anc 1 were
cru sing osteean Madam Roondabaot
=nd Meleina in March or Apdl 2000,
Pl spo el o pisuy of plysaed quite
close 1o the road, 30 we stopped and
exphorad. | found 2 baby snakeas ang |
qeanbed are snake hefora | saw the
other pne. | fried to greb the aecond
with my |oft hand and It BIE e on the
4ih finger. Wa collacled botn =nakae
In wator boties, Thoy wera about 25
to 3C em long or leee and wara aaws-
edle vipers [Echis carinatus] a5 far ag
wa could tell. Thara wes eome itchi-
ress of he finger but no sweliing, so
v conlingaed an with gur explara-
Lins.

At homa thes s7akos ware housad in
BN aguanum wich gravel, rocks, etc, |
triod varous Feads buot ihay would not
eat mealworms ar meakwerm beetles,
Atler about 2 wasks we ook them
autside an he balgeny in Ihe cage
ard zal dharm In e S b warim up.
We put heme-grown but native cricks
als in with tharn, The crckate disap-
pearad and there wers fhy lumps In
vng snake. Than my gngka: popule-
than (fair) crashed and stoopued -
producing.

Cna af tha anakes was growing farter
than the other, To solve boty prob-
lsme | sspargted them ta snsure that
hath had the opportanity to eat and
leaad Lo wesar e dwar 4 pinky mice.
This wiwkerd fing for one anake, sl-
though avea plnky mMice can m@pidly
qet o big for the snake o ngesl and

special report ...

Tage &

my mousg colory was not alweays
progucing hawbams al a3 slsady
rate,

The cther snake was 3 problem,
&he asceped twice, and we couldnL
find her,  Aboul a month later |
heard @ neisa and found the os-
capag chiled up 2nd "sawing” on ke
Eftchern fleor. | caughl her and ra-
urnad her to 8 ¢age which was bet-
ler escapa-proctad.  Shie rafused to
aat mice, slthangh the aother aneke
was qobbling inar down and faiter
a5 a reult,

Mearwhile the esting anake was
Ieariing how to sirike.  Apparanty it
is not fully Instinciual to neathy kil
and then menosuvre thea mouse
arounc 1o go down rose first, |t wss
gulte inbaraeting b wateh it lsam 1o
sirike gnd learn that the mouse Bg-
tually becama paralysad by tha bia,
Frecumahly the poigon sacs and
fang-rauscla  cantraction-injaction
steps all are [eamed n 3o0me devel-
apnental sequance of evants.

i stated wonying about the unfad
#nake and declded o force feed it
50 it would gt laesl leamn thel &
mouse ig edible, It was early afler-
rnoan and Keith wae asleap, | owas
sure he would not agree o my plan.
I kbrw that Fessd g bahavisar and
digestion can be stimulated by warm
webar. | draw a belt™ of warm wer
ter I ihe kitchen sin<. The snake
was ngl fand of the beth. She swam
argund wildly and fried 1o escape. |
thought | could just get hold of her
with the el hand, ol my fingers
slightly to opan tha jaw, and using a
palr of twocrers swif the mouse
down har throat. Waorked fine.

| dropped the snake bapk into the
water.  She levaad harsalt a*f the
2ide of the zink at my offending
nend end gat my lefit index finger
with one fang. | managed to grab
her wilt the berbagus targs and
keep a rather exclled snake from
asCcaping again, maanwwhile shawting
‘or Keith o "Come herel You're nat
gumg ta like Fis!™ The snake was
gaughl and gaged and laft to cigest.

My finger waa intensely  itchy end
started 1o swel . | phoned Lick

Homby and ashked hirm whether |
skl ga te e haspital.  He co-
sulted hia wife wha agid te ge imme-
Uialaly. Tho irdes finger was ilchy
and zontinued to swell. | orabbed
my Michaal Gallagher snake pam-
phlet anc headed for Cantral Hoapi
tal. The new Khallfa Hospltal has
the emergangy departmant g | wanl
Lhere and told then | had been bit-
ten by & po'sonous snaka. The ad-
sl cler thought maybe | hed
nit heen arvernomed. The beck of
the Fard was swelling now. | had
my tack ang my pasitive identifica-
lfore and | insisles thal 1 1ad been
bilten by @ poisgrnbus sneke and
that | had been envenamed. | was
adrmizted to an smergency bed. The
Amarican doctor o duty had ¥
vears Saudi experence and Fad
snaka blte expadanda. | was woried
Ihal the anli-vanom may nol be
avalabls In Abu Uhabl. Howewer, it
lurned out thet that wae the deeig-
natlsd emergency depertment for the
whide city on Fridays, so it was pre-
parad.  Thei- pharmacy had some
antl-verm an hand, and 2 sansiiv-
ily lests wore pedormed.  Theas
were negative,

Eings Khalifa Hoepital is for laces
and the amergency department ez-
semially does triaga, | was -rans-
tarrad by ambulance aboul S0 yarcs
to {entral Hospilel end edm ted 1o
iranslve care b connected to a
heat monitor and the @ati vanarn
was starled soinelime afler Spm,
The doctor decded 10 gdministar it
ovar 112 hour versus 45 minutes.
Thiz praved too fast, 1 hed 8 hista-
mine reacsion in my h-oat which |
resognizec frovn years of allgrgies.
Bo tha IV was stapged for 200 min-
utes and after 99 minutes restarted
at e slower rate with ra mora ad-
varsa effects.  The anti-vengm is
ranufactired [prepared] in Rivadh
and cowars all & of the haemotoxic
snakes af the Arabien peninsulg. 1t
e not usalul agairsl sea snake
weram which ia neurctaxig.

| did net bleed intsmally fram ery
argans. The blood vessels In ke un-
der porion of -ha uopper laflt arm
die leak and a great bruise look ng
mecss sppasrad o taad pad o the
Caimued on pags 7




dnhg committee 2001 ...

Lupe T
T i
name tel hoina tel office fax

Crngirman Gary Faulrar 305G BSTR JH) 3600 330 3550
measages: 306 S300

Vize Chalrman Yalerie Chalmera 345 4816 e calls pls 08 2727

Trasaurser Petor Griffin 304 0342 344 0342 384 0352
g.mail: griffi@emlrates not.ae

Metr bershlp Sacrstany Fi Skannertan S0 5243025 358 7130
a.mail: skennerf@rmkidubai co.ae

Spowker Co-oroinglor Ewryl Comar 344 323 3 2243
e.mail: camanermiratas.net.an

Figldirip Co-prdingtor Mary Beardwood 242 2545 344 0378
e.zllr mlkomary@isnirates_nat.ae

Flzitdp Co-ardinatar Fi Skennerten UEC-G24 3028 355 TER
B Ril: skannermmkidubei.co.oe

W ewalzter Edilor Anna Griffin 344 42 194 0142 04 (3352
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bitlan Lrnb,

Mzaryjke tonghlead's reptile boak s
that It lakes 2 ta 3 weeis for the gwel-
ling tn go down. This 18 rua. Tha
heart and biood preEsaune Were maoris
tored regulady. | stayed 1% days n
IGU and 1 might in & ward for caution's
sake. | marked all my schogl kids'
wats. e week later tne (Inger
started |k=hing intansely acain. |
soratched A and il swelled. s6 | went
Wy doctor {private), who knew
ebout enzke biteg. She examined the
finger to ensure thera was no rfectian
and prescribed antihistamires. 1t ook
@nathar wWaek before tha finger was
miosdly hack to nomnal.

Sequelaet Inlale Movember | had an
#llergi: maction to jumbo shrimp,
which followed the same wourse. In-
tengse ilching, sweling, apperent a-
covary and relapae. | do not hawve ary
other food allergics and hawa not
bear allergic o eaafood in dhe past,
My gueag iz tvat | am perhaps more

reactive than bafgre fo patentlal al-
fergens, Aftcr sober reflaction 1 of-
fared tha enakes to Lr Razs Khan at
Ihe Cubal Zoo and ba nappity ao-
capled them. | migs thern, they
were fascinating 1o watsh. We hac
ennther larper sawscalke viper ene or
bwe years aarlier wha happily Ae
mice but eventuzlly ale a8 Mmolse
Lhal wes just 2 litle bop big and died,

Repor fy Moty MeQusine

Snails in Fox Droppings
{Fevisited)

The Decarnbar 2000 Gazels re-
pored the digeovery of small land
snall shedls in the droppings of &
Blanfard's fax frnm the Fu'us Al
Jibal. Dr Elke Heubcrt of Gannany,
ke awustur af.the prngipal aunvey of
Arabian land snalls, has shnce sog-

gested the possiblity {also misad by
Pater Cunningham  mnd  Stephen
Green) that the snalls enercd Ihe
droaping only after depgeiion.  Dr
Meubert wrilae: "It 15 wall known Bat
many species of snails ane copre-
phagedus, and hers | owaold Fy-
nothegize that they were wtilising (in
pariculad 1 ard areas) moiktare
ard minerals fram the faeces” It
sagms urususl, nevarthaleas, that
this pheromenosn has been noled ir
only a8 sngha instenca in the LIAE,
byt are wneosing B ndhedual shiells
riopresenting 3 distinel epaciea of
snail,

Letters to the aditor
Maws? Vinws?

Pleaas wiite te ws &t PO Box 523,
ar Femall Anna Grflln o any af
the committes membara lietec an
Facg T,
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Dubai Natural History Group Programme

Lectures at Jumeirah English Speaking Scheol, Symnasium 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm

Feb 4 Kar and Falcans: traditicnal and Modern Parinerzhip - David Slead
tarch 11 Ta b antouncad i the naxt issue
Fleld Trips [DNHG mambars only, plezea).
Freta 9 Sae the flara and fauna of Wadi Daftah with Walerle Chalimers
Fob 22/22 Explora the iombs at Bal In ©man, camp overnlgat and walk
the plim of te Srand Garyon wilt Pater van Amslardam
This trip 12 now full
Werch 16 Aovislht to Al Aln Camel Sour with Pater ven Amrstardem
April BT Annual Inler-EmFates Weakend

A Nepal Experisnca

Nl
A invitafion to join Mepel rafling and Chitwan Mational Park adveniure, Raft the Trisuli River and view the rars one-
hamed hinocercs from elephant back in tha Chitwan National Park. DNHG member ard scienge -eacher Kim YWhite
I5 lazding a irip t0 Mepal, March 25 to April 4, of familkes ard studen's frpm the Amatican Sehos of Dubai. DHHG
memkbers are |hvikad to [oln In e adventura and shera their knasfedge nr the natural wodd. Families, students,
CoLples and sinales are walcams. Far merg vereatlen and Bnziary, cal B vWinlke D4-3429135 evenings andior

ag an o ihe Tl awing webste: Inlathew .oy and dick on “Nepal” e vie/nl.y:rﬂig_ms-and a rnru-.-ia af lpsi yaer's drip.
] ——
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