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DIUBAL NATURAL HISTORY GROUP
I Box 9234, Tlubwi, Tnited Argh bunicates

Members’ News

A quiel monith

O Marijcke Jonpblesd, Jr Reza
Khan ard Gary Feulmer all ad-
dreszed o ztudent saminar an
Wild fe Pratection and Conserva-
tor el at Ou* Cwn Englieh High
School in Skarjgh - conrectlon
with the Second  Annwual [nkgr-
Zchool Stary Wiiting CompaLilion.
sponscred by Gull Today.

Natural Hislory fema wanisd
for a smal extibdion

Or Marfcke Jongllond may he gre-
ating a small nanral histary cxtiksi-
tiant in the near woture. I is for an
acveature camp on e Cast Cuast
far childnan end young adults. She
haz foezils, same shells and rocka
but could use any other itens i
y2u heve any stufl fy iy around that
codld be pat to geoad use, pleasc
contact pachljewe on 0GO-B2E2411
or Tel/Fax 3a97454

What's in a Name?

Ru'us al-Jikal

T2 tha paople af e mauntains of
tre  Musandan  peminsula, that
area nas tradifionally been knaws
as the Pu'us al Jbal Au'vaia the
plural of ra'e {meaning 'head,' o
by exteision, ‘bop' or aven, in
parallel with English, 'capc" ar

"pramontony’]. Jibal fwish the ac-
uent an the long gecond swllaa.d)
is e pleral af jobsl [bwee shart syl-
lables)  rmegnng  ‘mounixin’ or
‘peak’. Thus Fuous al-Jibal trgre-
ates litarally a3 "the Heads of ihe
Mountalng” ard mare IDoasly as
"the ‘ounfairtops" or "the High
Praks," The names may sliill hawe
a owurlmin erclionzl sighificances.
Cne gldorly  mountwin  resiosnt
srniled rrvl broke ino soft, wistiof
50n], with Fuus al-dhal az the
yrics, when he heard a ‘orolgrar
use e lerin in the mourtaing,

Soune: guographical puriswa prefer
b reegtve the tern 'MWusandam
peninsula® for the final stk s
and  digitale  peninsula that
sl 'stehas from Khasah o Kumzar,
Thiz consttaln: them o uea =1-
othar term for the mountaincos
peninsula as a whals, ano Fu'us
al-dibal & nagful for this purpess
RAu'uz al-l bal alsa armaahly awvids
ANy petential political carfusion,
sircd BB mavntainous ares m-
Cludes tetrilory belunging bath to
te UAE and the Sullariale wof
Oman, b latter constfiluting the
Muzandam [rovince  [Wilapad
Musandum} of Omen. The name
fMurancam ig taken rom the larg-
el islamd just off -Fa easternmost
tip of the pennsuila,

Fapart by Gary Fewiner

DNHG Membership and
Renewal

BhIIG mombership rengins & bar-
anaik gt Dhs S0 {Eingles or couples|.

Yau may jein of renow st moatinga
ot 580l 8 chequa o Fi Skenneran,
DONHG Membership Sworetary,. PO
Hox 20561, made out to Llowds
Bank Agcaunt Ao 173746, (Please
nicte we £asnat cesh checines made
aut 13 the ONHG)) Membarship is
valid from Septamber 2008 o Sep-
fermber #2101,

Membershia entlles you to partici-
pete in fisld tripa and helps pay for
our lecture hioll, publication and dis-
fritution of our manthly newsletier.
aadiions e our lbrary, incidental
emparses of speaksrs ard occs-
3an4al spetial projacts.

.Ti1is month’s Guntribh-
tors

Tha Editor woubkd like to thank the

foliowing for thelr reports:

Walara Chalmers
Barbara Cou dray
| Patar Curmingha.rn
Cary Feutner
Mike Lorrigan
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field trips ...

Papcl

Birdwatching at Al

Waihba
Thurs 28 Aprif

Cavia Snell ng wil be al the Camel
Track, Abu Chabi &t %am. Those
inlerosled shuald conlael David by
e.mal. Any-pne who will be ariving
later in the: devy should contact David
I arsrge an alernative tinte and
magting prlece. e.mail David on:
david. sralling@emirates. corm

The tHp to Sir Ganl Yas |aland
has besn cancelled due to tha
rigk of foot and mouth disease.

¥ildlife Centre
Friday 11 or 18 May

W dres planniry 2 wisit b Eha Wild-
lite Ceentre near Sharjah, tosgh Lhe
date is uncartain at e tims o1 griag
fo print. For further details please
comlacd Fi Skenrodon. Tel: 054-
624 3020 or epeak to her al the nest
rraasting.

Saiq Platcau
24/25 May

A visit 10 tha SRiq Matesu fed by Pe-
tar wan Amsleicam.  Maximuom 1
coLples.  Accommodstion can be
amanyac al ihe Seig Platag.) Hota|,

Pleasa contart Peter van Amster-
darm or 080 B42507F to reqgistar
wour interest and for “Lrther details

Fiald trip to Wadi Daftah

26 merbers of DNHG visited Wadi
Uallah on 9" Fab, Wadi Daftah is
near Masafi and is & wory vaned
wadi  with  plamteions, A roined
waich tower, a ‘emaryarange grove,
g wel-ermblirbed  i3lg  system.
deep pouls, a woll and sarmne lavely
Roanary. Wa ast out in the drection
ol thoe watch tower, [seversl
memhbera climbed to the top of Lhe
lower]. and -hen procesded via the

Irmariorange qrowe o the opner
reachcs ol e wadl W s0ehe tHme
axAaminamyg e flnra and faun\, and
obgenrving lile in b wooi poals,
Membars of the group secordac
wiiiak Lhey found and what interesked
tham on recording aheam providad.
Evoryone  svemoed  to o cnjoy e
levissrealy wra k.

Az on the previous tHp A few years
a1l wies did not sos the  Whike
Halleboring/Qrehid - Fpipasios
varglifolfia in flawar. This plant
forms an irteresting association with
the  MAidenhair Farn  AaiEmiog
camitus verrerts. We did, Fawever,
588 live mamhbers of tha Gncifaras
fairily, ineduding Lhe pink cruaziler

Enicens hispanica.  Qiher planta
ineluded  <he lily Asphodalus
fimntazes. B owas an excalent

Ieeativ for leaking at planks 28 can
be zeen dram gur list. Mot much
animgal lite wzs ecorded. Ster lurach
we slowly made our way back to
Drubi.

A surmnmary of our fincs:

Plants

Fhysorrtpnchus clhamagrgmisinem
Ervicaria Nizoamics, Siymbyim
Brpysmoides, Savigrr periflore,
Boarhawa clogans, Dindelaxis Aore,
Agphoaelus fighinaus,

Sudcds angypliacs, Gurttek
veioarius, ERaiam ST,
FEfania e, Hedi ot
rRArAT, AR SANEAERRE,
Tribelus terrrelods. Sharmpociers
mirale, Anagaiiz anensis.
Clrarapadivm sibum, Oxalis
COnCial, Aetionis fooicues,
Matva arqyniiges, Solmun
Mlgruen. Senoaior Bavws, Cloorm
rupeala, Aeicherdia tingitans,
Forskeakes fanacissimg, Sonchus
oferaceds, ATmraloBiLm roseun,
Cantruranm puichalism,
Tephvasia apoiinca. Ifogiz
soicata, Amalba hirpkdisgima,
Catagia ilaiica, tohinops sa.,
Aarug faveniea, Chianiz vrgats,
Sparoboiue sicatus, Camims
cilignz, Elapchars genlcurata,
Cpperus 50, Comates
sUranenus. Pzt
Fusiala, Menum nscaienas,
Cpiadefos wrairifofe (not n
fiowern), Adignhsm capiius-

VarEnin, AQIE AN ITEng
[single gpecimen), Jzighus
spira-chish, Acduid sp,
Marjo Fees, date palns,
a1 ata manifioa,
Crperopltpiom fodlcunr,
Lralvia maciisnta,
Parompchit aratvza, Aummi
Aajira.

The "l liat af findings i3 availabie
troem Waloria Caalmars

Fossil Trip to  Jabel

Rawdah

28 merrbens sa ool w8 Warch e
visit Jebel Rawdah, Tais is a fossil
site whers lats Cretaceous manne
sediments directly owverlie ophiglite
on the nothern ade end at the
south castern ond  they rest on
deformad end steaply dipping
sedlrmentary racks of the Hawasing
grawp.  We went to the south-
aaskarn snd anc sot out 10 soo what
fosgila rould he fonnd.  Lots nf
gastrapods  including  many
axarples of the flatanec -ypa
[TroecFresace). sowveral specimens of
Actgongliz, over 40 specimans of
Matta, 1 spocimon of the lage
gasiropad  Campania  and  many
g55arted  Enapos  wone  sUon.
Givalwes found included Meihes,
lophate oyskars, mussals, cackles
and Scabrotnigarta (Trigonidas), A
feww specimens a° rudiets {3 =pecial
lype of bivaka, Nt oxtingt won
A& aren. Therae inclided the wery
larga  Diclpoolychus.  the =mall
amost tooth-like  GiabrobaToniz
and  possible  Dorzrde fragmenls.
Jver G0 specinens of e solitany
diacpidal ([huttan- ike] coral
Curmolies were lound.  Specimens
of the eshinpderma  Glabakar,
Coruius, Coantobecirous, Saicrig,
Hattopsis and  Faasia were of
added irtaraet. Possibly the sholl of
& hyrax and a fish fossil weore also
‘mund.

bfter mr ideetficaticn aession the
mambers made thair weay back b
Duzai.

Repwets by Valene Chaiiers
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field clfps

Trig to Bat Tombs

Peter ard Anne var Amslsrdam or-
yanisedd this tip. The rendezvous
was midelay on Thursday 23 Fed at
lbri, abawt 120 kb ir=ide Qrman,

At e Bat tomba the grouyp found a
shaded spot Ir 2 voliivated dale
palrn erea a1d anjgyed uach fol
lowed by a sherl elimb up to sae the
tomba. The five thowsand year ord
“ambs parched high on e ridge pro-
voker a livaly discussion amorg the
group. Whi were thay builb for -
wee it for ribal leaders? Why wors:
Wiy waoed in a lirm on 8 ndge?
Digl the mycuntain behind bave waiy
religicus significance? Thare stgae
constnactics were similar in stroc-
lurz to the tomba found at the baze
of Jebel Hafin.  Howower theso
tormbe  apoearad im ba  slightly
higaer and more conical in siza,
Badly thara gppezra to be litle mare
knewen abous them, shich just sdds
o the intrigue and mysteny of the
anclent cultures of Srnan.

[refayed by a serivs ol punclures
and wilh derknars anly g few min-
utes away Peler sl task managsd to
lpad the group ta A cRYE Site onJe-
bel Skams.

Everyong roce [rosh far Friday'a trip
be Wadi Makhr. Sefiing off we
stoppad al 8 vowpla of vantage
painm 0 eRjry the view ag we as-
Lendad

Willagers  with crmets, wool  key
rirkis, fosslls el moycaly ap-
pearad At -Ha rpeeg of light from the
Village bekwi ard raturmed ta their
owellings lighter ©f load and richer
[ram the proccods of their aales to
members of e party,

We continued an unlil we machad
Wiadi Makhr. Here there wgs A spagl|
village Fail we walked through (o
reach the valley. Nescending down
Just a Tew Meal  tha majority af the
a-oup set off on what tumed cut ta
aa d slunniryg walk mlong 8 path o
the edge of the walley. Aller aboul
“a hours along cne sice, with an
uninterrupted view af e athar zide,
and haviag righ'eq Jome eagles,

- —

wa came to AN Amazing litle aettle-
rrent @t the end of the gorge. perchied
hiyh up the mourtsin, and complR e
with teraced Cields,  Jusl balora he
willaga the gmoup nad Alao ndiced
anme interesting staactibes alashed
Lo thes reaf of en owarkier.-

Half an hoar wes Aapent exploring the
now deserled village arwl aguin con-
jecture about why it was Lol ard the
hardshigs af wing in such a place
dorminated the oisgussion.

Raluctantty we headed back Lo the
rest af the non-walking' greup wha
had spent four and a ~alf hours with
the: willagears. W appeared the retum
™ the walkers, albeit much later than
csllimaled, was a weleoma rarpita
frome the Crmari villagers' ‘salkes pitch’.
Tho gmoup than fravellad heck dawn
e mountain, and headed back o
Chubzai.

Soccia thanks to Peter and Aane for
organizing o thoroughly chjovable
wesdhkeand. Tha apectacular walk
aong the =ide of Wadi Makor for
lhesa loeky snough to teke part, was
A memoey that will not e oagily for-
fodten.

Reapart iy Michae! Lorrigan
Moby Dog

Far up Wadi Daftea in min-Febrary,
Peter Cunningharm Lesams unuzoelly
weatchful snd preocoupied.  We qad
SEEM & surprising amount of ier,
maatly plastic bags, ir this oul ol the
way Ipcatior, ard alka A surpriaing
numbes of human feolpeints in the
wadi gravel. More liter upsresm in-
digated that there may have boen o
emall-ecals milidary exemize,  But
aleng wilh Lhe fociprints wara aniral
fracks. Big tracks.

Prooably A dog, Potor 2aid ol lesl, a
big oog tweveling with the people.
But then It began o appear — even
1 fess axperenced obasreers  that
1he arimal prirls weare mach mora re-
cant thar the haman footprints,  Car-
fivare, Potar insisted, larga carni-
vore — lecpard size, of maybe large
caraeal.  And racan:, very ragant.

—— 4t

Tha pgroup  almost  consocously
hughed. We rourded A hend in the
narow wiadi and John Marlin, in Lhe
lead, stopped in his tracks,

Ahesc, Trom some meters o the
right bark, s large white dry rosc
and descendsd to the wadi, quickhy
bl with grace and dignity - & noe-
essay precauton, mot @ frenzied
soramale. He [ar eha™ -- we could-
n't 12l was shar aained, with o by
heed and e barre cnest, B0 Brect,
curlira tail. asd ereet but bent ears,
like tha AGA Victor doq, and whita
bt for the: barest black accents. He
ayed ws briglly, then tumed and
lopeed wp e wiznd, Dliscreliva iz L
brettar part of walor.

We never sRw him again, bt trachs
in sl & fow hundrod roters op b
wzdl sungested the possibilty of g
secand doy. Why? When?  How?
Who krows?  He may be able o
suvive by ki ling goats, Pater sug-
qQested, as lerd dogs are known 0
do in South Africa. s odlikaly,
howeser, tha: he would have besen
residanl 0 Lhe immesdiale wees e
rre than ik menths, due te the
lack of water befara rains in lats Au-
gust.

Hegort by Gary Fewlner

“ ., % ., W
s 8 &
More White Crab Spiders

T menlion of & wile crab spidar
on A white laban container in the
Febroary 2001 Garslle  has
promnpted e subsequent repons,
Pater Cunninghem fonnd an  off-
white fomalke crab splder camou
fleged an an off-whie fungus thar
Nl L1 picked o brokeo and weas
Iving amaong wadi gravel, Ard ari
jcke Jangblked reports having fzand
& whitish female <n the grev-white
aucculart sbems of a rare yelow
Caralluma {see also the report an
yellcw Carsllumee on Paga E).

Report iy (Fary Feutner



field trips ...

E.mall your reports o
pvana@emirates net ae,
{Arial 10 jusified) or de-
fiver them aon floppy disk
af menifily mestings.

Eastem Desert Rambles:
A Potpourtt and  Pot-
shards

Geoff Cosson erd Gary  Feulner
locsk advantage of 'Eid al-Adea
[Feb. 24-251 for touring snd & num
bresr ol wwal kabwrilz in dhea deseet wart
of A-Wigan, ie. SW ol Al Ain
Among othar things, they inspectad
a numzer of ke famger ghal groves
in the area o check for breading
berds (paired buzzards and nosting
sagle owla, kaesetrals and browem-
aecked ravens ang all keown from
thie arsm].  Although they foaund
rmizie than & doze lages nosts inoell,
nrne af theae were inhahited, ead
g them fo SUpposc withar that
breading And fledging are  com-
pleled by ke Pebruarg ur tat e
arAf 9 not qurrently as atractive far
brovding a5 it oneo was. Tha latter
iz consistent wilh an obsersed de
vline in woegetalion dus ta parziatant
drought and came grazng, and
aleg with an apparent increaze in
the cutiing or siripping of the ghaf
tra=e for use a= faoder.

Michael Jdernings nf ARRA zom
rmanbad an 1hesd obsarvations aa
flmvs: 'l think the Brown Mechkod
Raven duas fu o 2 sacigl servicz in
te desen as most o' .ol rusls el
recyclod in Gome way.  Meiler Ea-
dle awel ror keslrel make teir own
nesta bud will readdy use an old
EMA nost. | have elso found & Len-
ner restinan ¢l ONA nes. | think
prohably LL Huzzarde will 30 use
a raver's nost as a basis for their
awn. Saven neats arg ahvays waorth
8 Closa ook |0 you cen becauze
evkn when they gre old thoy nght
hawva a ladpar.  Hawaver | do oot
ko of any instances whora a ra-
wien bas rausad its awr nest,"

Mike was rcre splirsistic oo apti-
mistlc?) about the ghafs: “Ghal
trees get loppeod qule regularhy
elsewhere in Eastern Arzhia, | haye
aeAn it quie & ot in OrMan zleo in
th nothem Emirates in 1970, (The
acaciz. and zizyphus Is also much
lupped slsswhere in Arabiz), | sup-
pase the recent draughl and lack of
grazing has brought the old prac-
toes back Inl vz, The treas seem
tor racoear.”

Gaatf and Gary also hunted for ani-
mal racks, oy day snd by night, anc
found quite a number, inciuding
cape hare, ced foe whibe-spoted
lizarc, probable scompion and bestle
tracks, as wall a5 B rumber of enig-
matie, mwisting tracks 1hal remain ta
Lz idendified. 1n one area Seo’f was
abde 1o idertily and racs the asken-
siva wadanngs of & meniter lizard.
Some of the lracks wara so well
praserved At i© was poasible 1o
see the imprnt of ind widual agsles
o tne soles aof tie feet|

Une of the most unusual obsarea-
wong was archzdulogical Geoff
founo the remaing of o broken pat-
tery vesstl in lw donar beaide 5
broac zand and gravel valley soma
40 km wesl of AligRn. It is un-
common 10 find poltery of oy sor
in the desart and the areg west of
Al-Wigan is poly ewxplored. The
partivular =ita in quastion lies akng
anahral "easy rawel® rauta conaiai-
ing of a ehain ¢f elangated sabbkha
flats that sl lovd aftar hasvy rains.
It mey therefore regresont a rogular
raLta Ioe treditioned fribal residents
nfihe area. Several potshards wars
colecte] and labedled, and will e
depasited with te archaeckgical
ML in Al-Ajn,

Loew's Blue Butterfly

Gn four suesussiva weakerdr in
March and Aprl, DMHG mcmbors
hiking in verious parts of -he higher
Ru'us al-Jibad spottcd an unusuwal
ard wlatively large "litle hlue" but-
terfly, & much deopar, more wwvid
rayal biue than nest of thiz group of
small Lycachlc  bulledflias. One

Foped |

I

Rty managed 1o tuko & ahatograph
uf tho diagnomtic underzide, Corn-
pargor with the colour platas in Tar-
bon  Larsen's Buttarflies of Soud
Aegbia and its Melgnboeurs appears to
Lantrm the prefmineny diagrosis of
Lowew's Rlge iagroddlaslus laswii], 2n
arid zone spedciAlat betder Known
fram rorth and conleal Saodi Arabia,
bl alse cellected from the Musan-
darn region [Khusal) by Torban Lar-
san himaal. 13 preserce in bwa such
dispatale places may be due 1o the
preaenca of its lardal lcodplant, the
spany mills veteh Astragalus apinasoa
Bnd, in the Musandam. |15 close roa-
tive Asiragalua  faacigulifoliug
lindesed, & may yol prove o be iha
cage that both olant species are
fond in e Musandam). The femelke
& reemally brown bt Alao has 4 blue
colmur form | ke tho maks. which may
Pl ta explain why only blue ones
have 30 far bewre soawn this zprng in
the Musardam.  Thanks Lo Pelo
Cunningharn and Barbare Couldrey
far thair rapntz.

Ragarf by Dary Fewlnor

Our Next
Speaker

Dr aabll, Wirkch wWarnen: has basn A
DNHG mamber sirge comitg o Du-
bal in 1287 as Scientific: Direstar of
Dubei's  Central  Veterinary  Ao-
search Laooratony. Ha is & migrobi-
clogist and Dector of Weterinary Sci-
vhoe, ipecializing ir the diagnosis
of diseases in camels, faleons, poul-
try, Fiovess, emall ruminants and «at
te, Ho bas publeshed 3 texdbcak on
irfecticus  diseases of camals
[racenlly updabed] and alan shudies
e hasmatalogical and Bischem.cal
ra‘erence valles 0° raning camels,
falcons and horses in trogiical cli-
mates.  Chrside the laboratary, UI
i% at sid birdwalcher and photog-
rapher and dgset camper.  Amorng
ciher things, he tias o stay youag
by playing field hockesy. B

a
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Shelling Workshop

Harnly Fowler hes been forced to
postpone this worksbap uni May
3. Prazae contact him o fuiller
informalicn.

Slalking the Yellow Car-
alluma: A Natural History
Odyssey

Cnw of the maost disfinctise moun
tain plants in UAE is the Carallure,
a milkwead glant [Farily Asclepida-
el that locks very much like a
cacius, These have been in flower
fn mast areas 1 Janoary amd Fabro-
ary. Altaugh milkwweads are gener-
ally cong dornsd unpalatabla or auan
toeic, lonal mountain residenls we
krcsen Lo cut the terder new shoots,
and Barbarga Coubdrey ad Seoff
Cosson  haws  inoapandently  ne-
ported eeeing wihek slaks of Ca--
alluma. for sale in tha froit anc vege
table secticy of loca ouldoor ma--
K E,

Wirbually all of the Carallums found
in the UAE are the parple fiowaning
specis, Camllume arabica, Hoer
ever, high i Lhe erea of Wadi Farfar
ud Wadi Mimduk, which flos to the
East Coasl, & a population of the
wory  simifar bt e llowe-floveIng
Carglema dlava, o species beter
«nown fram soutnarn Sman, This
population was iret recegriesd and
raprriad by Minie van ce Woeg of
Fajeirat.

A zingle 2pecirien of G. fawm was
fuund B coupks of yea s ago in Wadli
Sfal an hw wast fenk of the Hajar
Mowtging by e DWNHGS Pebar
Payne. flowe-ing an a damp amd
cdudy February day.  Subssquent
wisits to the aras in the "off season”
revgned an abundarce of Car-
gliuma st higher elewations (500
H0om), bul fo plants in flowar or
+8ac for positive identificatiar.

Gary Feylngr and Gooll Cossen ra-
furtad to Wadi Sfai last moath o
investigate furthar, They faund the
vriginal specimen of G, flawva In
flower, as woll 25 3 subsiantial num-
ber of fowering G arabica in Lhe
immediate araa.  Alang the rearby
ridnaton of Jebel Samah, howeayer,
rosl Saral uma ware not in flowe:
ard fhose that wore. wers purpla .
Brebrica.

| more field clips ... I——_| A -

Thelr aseent route took them up the
switchbacks of an shrndoned don-
ey trail across a lme pass, | nkieg
t7a wast flank af the maunkaing with
the East Coasl, There Geol spal
tsd & mingle potahard, A nice pisss
with 3 wecll defined. ralsed lip and
whractiwe glars — 8 pale graen bazk-
grouna with turguorse and  black
markings. Thig wa3 laballed as to
lecsgtion and circumstarsas and hes
bean given to the katinaal Mirsom
of Ras Al-khaimah, hopaeiely rek-
ing a zantribation 1o the better wn-
derslandirg ol e cistory ol Lhis
East-WWeat 'frade route’ acioss the
I lajar Meaniains.

A% oy apprapched the =urmit of
Jehel Samah, arourd the mountam
caryg 3 grtlen wilture st cloes
range, less than 100 meters.  Do-
spis the prodamity, densilicatian
waz not entirely zimple at cye lowval,
with the hird reAn anly in profile.
The large slze, relatvaly 2imall head
ary] oztentrricualy shat il made it
a wulre, bul e pale, collug-aral-
creem colcurad cnantle distingtive of
the griffan could be seen well anly
when the bird hed glidad mimocat A
K kamotre aveay, this aithaul cver o
beat of ite winga

By far b2 most unesual rdoge-too
signting ol all, howswa, was of b
hrigktly chead Forpiean ladies de-
scobdimp Trowm & rise. Gary and
Gecff could scarcely believe ther
wyds, sinue the wess the first lima
Jat either of fier had ewer encoun-
-erad athar ex-pate afacot n the
mauntainzs?! Were was Lheir surprisc
when it frenapired thet e ladiea
were hasplal collcagues of Minie
van e Weg, wha told envably of
seaing numamus vellow Garzlluma
flzws an treir ascent oute from te
East Caacet.

Raport by Gany Faclner

Letiars to the editor
Mews? VYiews?

Fleass writa ta ua at PO} Boer 5234,
of faagiemall Anae Millen ef any of
the committee mambeare listed or

FPaga 7.
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| special report...

Fapx &

Eqgg-citement: An Arabian
"First" Mast

Harbamm Coudrey checked in with 8
cheerfyl  weekend repart 0 mid-
Februery. "Fialds wara sblare with
wild Fis and gladiel* =he sakd, and
alsn manfionan "r chich of 9 Chakar
epps under @ plant in e fenced ol
fiald halow Fire Peak [above VWadi
Sha'wan in BAK] - a leca! Omani from
tka  rearhy village 'demenstreded
quile admirably thet the eggs be-
longed to Chukarl® Foor Barbara got
only the third decres from the Chair-
rman, wha admanizhed that although
the Ghuke- partridoe (Alectariz chu-
kar] iz common in the kigh Musan-
dam. breading raconds /re susely not,
and should be carefully ropored ta
tha ABBA rurvey [Atlgs of Breeding
Blrelz ool Avabiz)

S0 Barbara elaboreted: "My friend'
achually showead me *he eggs - | could
vory well have wiood on ths bush ath-
anwize. They were in 2 peat nest un
dov the canopy of a smallish but
denze plant Alangzide one ol the
urds. | Lhink it was  the  plart
[Artemisia herta-alba] that smells a
bl like a hart [1 Lhougtt ba was pick-
ing a bit far me o snell when he cen
Iy pulled the foliage arckd.  Without
disturlving the eggs, ey appoared
light craam ard a kit zmaller than
bantam hen size ! wouokd seey just un-
dar 2.5om long {1 aqcukd have meas-
ured Wi,

"They wwra all int=ct but | was can-
cemed that the parent had aban-
daned the neet. 1 tred tFis guestion
Bat it didrt work,  Howsvar, | Liink
they would hawe heen good eating
had thoy beah abandarad. Ha dem-
anztrated the beak snd something
ground L fce tha cherectadatic
Chukar eve marking™  and  wonl
whirr, whirr with his arms.  When |
tiec Lo inilal: e "Chukar cafl and
mawa my arms like Chukar wings he
gawe: & toothy {a fawt grin end naod-
dad. | owould never inoa manth of
Sundaye have =asn ihae egge i he
1adn't liffed back tha canogpy carelully
and showwed ma.  Maybe as the nest
iz if & securely foroed-in atms fwhich

| had trespassed inta bo look for flow-
ez and hirds) it is safe for doxes.
g

All -hie wAs duly reporied o Mike
Jernlgs of ABBA, whose reply was
rnmadirta:; "Thir ia exgiting ingde=d a3
there is Aol & single moord of & nost
witn mggR of the Chukar from Arghia
leam cithar of the two popaletions -
thara ig annther population in he ex
raria ot of Saud Arabia). A6 it is
such an interesting recard | wonder if
Ihesrg is @ny maora inforTation about
ihe nest t1at you can recall? For ox-
ample was thea Any nasting material
of weke the egge lald on the bako
ground (R.g., A hollcsy formed by the
parenl dn a dusly pater). Did yoo by
any chanca take a picture of the
egnz, nesl ar oush? | lad you saen or
heard Chukar in the area - or any
alhas game bird?

.. . Howerwar, ihare is 8 bit of & praob-
l=rr hecause wour description of the
syyg 'ligh: croeT' daes not really
match the Chakar when has ogige of
craarm of buff base but spotad red
brown,  The saots (ke the Red
Leryged Pardrdgs o LK) ahould e
vigigle ol even a cursory inspecliar.
The abowe descripfion could alao pas-
ailbly apply o Lhe Sand  Partridge.
That anscisa has unspotied eqgs,
whish o alse puo. samdy-buff, Toa
amazing thing is that whitst the Sard
Earldddge is widespread and cammon
ower pch oF Araba, its nest and
Egrps have alsw raves been described
from Aahia. Soa nest of ethor spe-
cier woukl also he wery irferesting

Indeed.*

From exowrience, both Barbzra and
Gary felt that Chukar was the over
whealming favou-ita, but Mike wag per-
sigtent "You could st clinch the
identification of this ta~talizing nest if
Wiu of somoono elss, coukd rawiait
the mest site in 3 weeks, By that time
thes sgue skauld have hatched. Cal-
lect an egq shall, which will almost
cartainly be in =situ At the mest Site.
Wour rocand really 1z ool exesplional
imerest, whatever snecieg it turna ot
o Lo | hops yau can go that axt-a
yard' and provide enough irformallon
cwrlually te ae carlair wh ch speacias

i impheed.”

Lillle did Mike know ihat only deys
b=frrm, Rarbars had alrensdy "gong
Lhex exdra mila” ta coallact, wth Dee
McEnery, a new spacles af plant
fror & precanaws offf sita ther no
e el could reach,  Mewel-
less. befara the weak was it Bar-
bara was off again In compary with
Petar Cunningham to qet the hoped
for confirmatlan,  Soon she wil
"ava eneigh 'extre milea® for 2 fre-
quen fller 2owerd!

ey wara armed willh 5 camem,
GRS, measuring stick and scakes
and warda ably lo recaord tha lzoa-
tion and nest dekails, but stheratso
Lhingy weet Badly. Wiitss 2arkarg,
"The egygs had gone and nol &
trace of shall anywhara. 1 ruspeat
a defectable breaklasl wit hod by
the 2 Omani gents who five on the
platcan, We had & bird oeok with
ue anc want koking for them 1o
ety ke Chukardsand partidgs,
but no luck - ey were nowherg 1o
b =asn  Howaver on the dimb
down we ernnuntered  ARner
Crmanl {an ald fallow | hzdd et
cming up in the same plsce a
wisck carler!) ared wes sal down with
the bosk smd discassed the epps
ard birds as best we could. Ha
was certanly familiar with same of
the hirds n the pictures. Petar,
whese Arabic is botor tham mine. s
Aow caryr noed that Chukar iz oyr
bird, thaugh the litha ol man knew
the Sard Parridge aso We
‘askac’ birn whethar he aggs wae
qond to ea! His 3-tooth grin and
damonstretion of cracking Angs And
putting thern In his e outh wers, we
tzught, ‘Rirly penglugival

Sharjah Archaesolagicai
Website

The Sharjat Doperlmoenl of Sul-
fure ang Information maintains a
wabuita witn inlormation  about
Shafahr  Archasology,  nelwding
news af cumart finca at

Rt AW LNl erac. comy
Fnciantiart? him
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CIiff Plants

The racent discovery and sampling
Iy UNHE mambers of a feur Cordig
Fingngie, 4 large straggling shb,
an cliffe Atywe Wadi MRgab in AAK,
15 a remlader that tha el ariron-
ment can be g "efuge for rare spe-
cies o gpocics lhal have bacome
rare, whetier cue to Dowsing or
grazing by domestic steck, climate
charmge, or carpelilicn by raw or
infroduced apeciaa. HB's alao a e
mindcr that birsaculars cen be as
valaahla o A botanist as to a bied
wiehwr, In Lhe waka of tha Cordiag,
suCeess, | spent a day in e Febin-
dry hawving a closer loak — 85 clnse
a8 ldared  ar the Sifs 0 the staop-
ast. narrowes! arers nf Wadi Kaabh
Shamsl, an area whers sewaral rare
planfs ae lneady known 1o oocour.

Sute sicuph, | was ahie i find
Ehretia obtusifolla shel Growda tanes,
bul trae siza ahnibs previously re-
poted here, ore yrowing jusl withie
reach. [ afzn adoed Srewio villose,
identlfied in 1992 and krawin fraim izo-
letad plants in several disparats
oL nlain localiona just outside WAE
borderz.  To phocgraph a cliffside
spgciman of Dalechampia scandens,
I mad ke climb thieugh o lemge fig trea,
which fortunately | had not quito be-
gun wWhen Goeoft Coeson ane friends
happenen by and stopped Lo say
hello. Tha fawer ai this spreading
Eupherk shrub has v large saps s
bt wpe like A pair of bear claws. 1t
was new o oma but Maricke
dongblosd recognized it irmmedialely
irarmn & specimon oce callectad by
dohn Martin, | could get closa
encugh for phetos, but cookdn't safely
react a zingle one of scworal plants |
%awys in Lhe araa.

kurther up Lhe gorge, in a2 lags,
sheltered grota abaut 100 meters
above ma, | saw a broadieal e |
cavldn't identify, It looked as if it
mivhl bt approachabls by soram-
bling, 5 | startec up, bul | quickhy
ancourtarad some awkwerd mpoves.
Alone, 1 turned around and rarked t
for arathar day whan | had suitable
company. Firally, just 20-80 metars
abewva wadi bevel, buil on a slope |
dan't think I'| persuade anyacdy ta
tey, were hwo specimens of o gangly,
yallaw-lawening 3nmub 1 hRwe never
seen before, | have alresdy spacu-
Imies] shamelessly As fo s identizy,
Dasod on Sevaral cluss, buot it would
be inapproprizte o do S0 in onint.
I'm ruw consdernny bomowinrg A/
apofticg scope, of mdapke a [l
fledged talarcops.

Aapon by (3any Fadtomr
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Dubai Natural History Group Programme

Letturas st Jumeirgh Englizh Speaking School, Symnaglum 7,30 poe for 8.00 g
May & Camels; Tae Almost fargotten Mirac e Anlmal = Dr Ulrlch YWemery

Juna 3 Membera'Nlght  Minorlly Tiibes of Harth Easl Burma = Helen Emery
Introducticn to the Mayes of Guaterala - John Fox
Ursing wikd plarts fn your garden and
hewe ta miake the best use of waler in gardoening
= Elizabeih Cralg-Maley

Birding in the UAE - Devid Snelling
Frald Trips [OMHG members anly, please].
April 26 Birghwalching 2: &' Wathhe Camal Track, Abu Dheh. with David Snalling

May 11 o 18 Rieslum wigit 1o 18 Wild Life Gentra

May 24/25 Explo-e <Ha Saiq Plateau with Petar wsn Amgterdam

Many thanka o Flylng Colours for printing Gazella ence again, while our Publisher Is an hallday
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