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Abstract

Starting from IP-Glasma initial conditions, we investigate the effects of bulk pressure on low mass dilepton production
at the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) and the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) energies. Though thermal dilepton
v2 is affected by the presence of both bulk and shear viscosity, whether or not these effects can be measured depends on
the dilepton “cocktail” contribution to the the low mass dilepton v2. Combining the thermal and “cocktail” dileptons,
the effects of bulk viscosity on total dilepton v2 is investigated.
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1. Introduction

The study of the properties of the strongly interacting QCD medium has been at the center of modern rel-
ativistic heavy-ion experiments. At the heart of these investigations is the characterization of the medium’s
in-equilibrium properties, given by its equation of state — which has recently been computed using lattice
QCD (�QCD) [1, 2] — as well as its near-equilibrium transport properties captured by transport coefficients
such as shear (η) and bulk (ζ) viscosities. A significant effort into determining these properties has recently
been undertaken using Bayesian statistics, for a comparison between soft hadronic experimental observables
and theoretical calculations, which has revealed some promising constraints. For example, Ref. [3] shows
that a parametrization of the speed of sound close to that of �QCD calculations best describes experimental
data of soft hadronic observables, thus these observables have potential to constrain the equation of state
qualitatively. In the same vein, another recent Bayesian analysis has produced limits on the temperature-
dependences of η [4] and ζ [5]. However, soft hadronic observables are not evenly sensitive to all transport
coefficients of QCD. Indeed, studies [6, 7] show that hadrons are less sensitive to the relaxation time (τπ)
of shear pressure than to η, for example. Electromagnetic (EM) probes, on the other hand, do show an in-
creased sensitivity to τπ [7], while also being quite sensitive to other transport coefficients [8, 9, 10, 11]; thus
hadronic and EM observables complement each other. This contribution focuses on a particular subcategory
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of EM radiation, namely lepton pair (or dilepton) emission. Our goal is further enhance our understanding
of the sensitivity of dileptons to transport coefficients, in particular to bulk viscosity.

2. Dilepton production

We consider two categories of dilepton radiation. The first is the thermal emission originating from the
hydrodynamical evolution of the medium itself. The second source are the “cocktail” dileptons, composed
of late direct decays of vector mesons and Dalitz decays of mesons into lepton pairs [12].

At leading order in the electromagnetic coupling α, and to all orders in the QCD coupling αs the thermal
dilepton rates can be written as:

d4R
d4 p
= − α

12π4

1
M2

ImΠR, γ∗

exp
[
p · u/T

] − 1
, (1)

where M2 = pμpμ is the virtual photon invariant mass, pμ is the virtual photon four momentum, uμ is the
four velocity of the emitting medium, while T is its temperature — uμ and T are obtained by solving the
hydrodynamical equations of motion, see below — and ΠR, γ∗ = gμνΠ

μν
R, γ∗ is the trace of the retarded virtual

photon self-energy.
The thermal dilepton rate is computed by combining rates using hadronic and partonic degrees of free-

dom. The partonic dilepton emission rate stems from a calculation of quark-antiquark annihilation in the
Born approximation. This dilepton rate is directly proportional to the quark/antiquark distribution functions
[13], that, in a dissipative medium, acquire viscous corrections accounting for the deformation viscosity
induces on the thermal equilibrium momentum distribution. The correction related to the shear tensor is
computed using the 14-moment approximation first proposed by Israel and Stewart [14, 15], whereas the cor-
rection arising from to bulk viscous pressure is calculated following the method described in Refs. [10, 16].
In the hadronic medium (HM), the major source of dileptons originates from in-medium decay of vector
mesons, which is well described by the Vector Meson Dominance (VMD) model. The hadronic dilepton
rate in VMD is proportional to the imaginary part of the in-medium vector meson (V) propagator Im

[
DR

V

]
,

which in turn requires the knowledge of the self-energy ΠV of vector mesons in the medium. Of course,
ΠV includes dissipative contributions. The inviscid rate and its shear viscous corrections are discussed in
detail in Ref. [13]. Bulk viscous corrections to the thermal distribution function are computed using results
derived in Refs. [10, 17]. The interpolation between the hadronic and partonic degrees of freedom is done
using a switching function that is linear in the QGP fraction inside a space-time cell. Consistent with the
employed equation of state [18], this linear interpolation is performed within the interval 184 < T < 220
MeV. Thermal dilepton emission was only evaluated above the switching temperature, see discussion below.

Lastly, the dilepton cocktail is computed using two different approaches. The first solely uses a hydro-
dynamical calculation to obtain the final hadronic spectrum; this is done via the Cooper-Frye formalism
including hadronic resonance decays. The second approach dynamically evolves hadrons below the switch-
ing surface with UrQMD, without letting those hadrons decay into dileptons during UrQMD evolution, thus
capturing additional hadronic dynamics modifying the hadron momentum distributions to be decayed into
dileptons. In both cases, the final hadron spectrum is decayed into dileptons through VMD [12].

3. Initial conditions and viscous hydrodynamics

The hydrodynamical evolution equations are initialized with IP-Glasma initial conditions [10, 19]. The
dynamical evolution of the fluid consists of energy-momentum conservation ∂μT μν = 0, and relaxation
equations for the dissipative bulk pressure (Π) and shear tensor (πμν). The energy-momentum tensor is
decomposed as T μν = εuμuν − (P + Π)Δμν + πμν, where ε is the energy density, uμ is the flow four velocity,
P is the thermodynamic pressure related to ε by the equation of state P(ε) [18], Δμν = gμν − uμuν, and
gμν = diag(+,−,−,−) is the metric tensor. The relaxation equations for Π and πμν are:

τΠΠ̇ + Π = −ζθ − δΠΠΠθ + λΠππαβσαβ,
τππ̇

〈μν〉 + πμν = 2ησμν − δπππμνθ + λπΠΠσμν − τπππ〈μα σμ〉α + φ7π
〈μ
α π
μ〉α, (2)
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where Π̇ = uα∂αΠ, π̇〈μν〉 = Δμναβu
λ∂λπ

αβ, Δμναβ =
(
Δ
μ
αΔ
ν
β + Δ

μ
βΔ
ν
α

)
/2 − (ΔαβΔμν)/3, θ = ∂αuα, and σμν = ∂〈μuν〉.

The specific shear viscosity η/s — where s is the entropy density — is assumed to be almost temperature
independent, while the specific bulk viscosity (ζ/s) is temperature-dependent as shown in Refs. [10, 19].
Those references also contains further details about the prescription used to fix the second-order transport
coefficients in Eqs. (2). A weak temperature dependence of η/s is introduced by permitting for η/s to
change slightly between collision energies, going from top RHIC energy of

√
sNN = 200 GeV to LHC

energy of
√

sNN = 2.76 TeV. Hydrodynamical simulations are evolved until the switching temperature
(Tsw) is reached, where hydrodynamical degrees of freedom are converted to hadrons. Further hadronic
dynamics of the medium are performed using UrQMD simulations. The switching temperature at which
the best description of the hadronic observables at top RHIC collision energy is reached was found to be
T RHIC

sw = 165 MeV, whereas at LHC energy a temperature T LHC
sw = 145 MeV [10, 19] is needed.

4. Results
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Fig. 1. (Color online) (a) Dilepton v2(M) at LHC energy with and without cocktail dileptons. Hydro Cocktail is obtained from the
Cooper-Frye formalism with resonance decays. (b) Dilepton v2(M) at top RHIC energy with/without cocktail dileptons.

The importance of the dilepton cocktail is explored in Fig. 1. Owing to the larger space-time volume
described by the hydrodynamical evolution at LHC energy compared to top RHIC energy, more thermal
dileptons will be radiated at LHC than at RHIC. Since this relative increase in space-time volume at LHC
persists also to lower temperatures (as T LHC

sw < T RHIC
sw ), it is not surprising that most of the total v2(M) of

dileptons at the LHC is coming from the hydrodynamical evolution itself. Cocktail dileptons are important
only for M < 0.65 GeV. At top RHIC energy, the overall space-time volume that is evolved hydrodynami-
cally is smaller, thus cocktail dileptons leave a larger imprint on the overall dilepton v2(M), as depicted in
Fig. 1b. However, at top RHIC energy, differences between the two models employed to obtain the dilepton
cocktail appear to be less relevant. Indeed, both UrQMD and a purely hydrodynamical calculation give rise
to a similar final v2(M). The dynamical change caused by UrQMD of the momentum spectra of hadrons
decaying into dileptons does not appear to have a large effect on the dilepton elliptic flow. To determine
the role of a dynamical generation of cocktail dileptons, dilepton production during a hadronic transport
evolution will be explored in the future.

At top RHIC energy, the effects of bulk viscosity relative to shear viscosity on the total v2(M) are
presented in Fig. 2. In the invariant mass windows 0.85 < M < 0.95 GeV and M > 1.1 GeV, the ordering
of the blue and red solid curves changes relative to other invariant masses. This effect is caused by a
competition between thermal and cocktail dilepton v2. Indeed, the thermal dilepton v2 in Fig. 2a shows that
a medium with bulk viscosity increases thermal dilepton v2 while suppressing the dilepton cocktail v2 see
Fig. 2b. The reasons why bulk viscosity causes an increase in flow anisotropy of thermal dileptons will be
investigated further in an upcoming publication.

5. Conclusion

In this contribution, we have explored the effect of bulk viscosity and the dilepton cocktail on the overall
dilepton v2. Indeed, thermal dileptons are highly sensitive to the details of the hydrodynamical evolution
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Fig. 2. (Color online) Bulk viscous effects on the full (thermal + cocktail) and thermal dilepton v2(M) (a) and on cocktail dilepton
v2(M) (b).

both at RHIC and at LHC energies. The footprint of the dilepton cocktail is more significant at top RHIC
energy than it is at the LHC energies. A more in-depth study about the effects of bulk viscosity, and of the
importance of the dilepton cocktail on the total v2, will be performed in the near future.
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